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In  a  late  number  of  the  Quarterly  Revieyr^  in  an  article  entitled 
"  Horace  Walpole,"  the  Reviewer,  in  the  course  of  an  estimate 
which  he  makes  of  the  character  and  talents  of  Walpole,  takes  the 
opportunity  of  indulging  in  some  strictures  on  what  he  calls  ^'  his 
scandalous  attempts  at  increasing  his  already  enormous  sinecure  in- 
come ;"  observing,  ^^  so  completely  had  this  man,  so  shrewd  and 
shaip-si^ted  in  detecting  the  follies  of  others,  blinded  himself,  or 
fancied  he  had  blinded  the  world  to  his  real  motives,  that  we  find 
that  during  &e  long  life  in  which  he  enjoyed  five  sinecure  offices, 
producing  him  at  least  six  thousand  three  hundred  pounds  a  year, 
he  was  not  ashamed  to  inveigh  bitterly  against  the  abuses  of  Minis- 
terial patronage,  and  to  profess  with  astonishing  effrontery,  that  the 
one  virtue  which  he  possessed  in  a  singular  degree,  was  disin- 
terestedness and  contempt  of  money."  How  far  this  censure  was 
merited,  both  as  regards  the  number  of  places  held  and  the  amount 
of  public  money  received  by  Horace  Walpofe  (for  the  whole  of 
whidi  he  was  solely  indebted  to  his  father  Sir  Robert,)  and  espe- 
cially as  regards  the  spirit  in  which  he  viewed  the  matter  himself, 
will  be  seen  by  the  detailed  account  of  his  income  given  in  the 
Fourth  Volume  of  this  series  of  letters^  As  Walpole  may  fiadrly  be 
presumed  to  be  the  best  judge  of  the  extent  of  his  own  ways  and 
nieans,  his  statement,  plain  and  straightforward  as  it  is,  will,  we 
take  for  granted,  be  ctmsidered  quite  sufficient  refutation.  With 
regard  to  the  assertion  that  '^  Mr.  Pelham  and  the  Duke  of  New- 
castle forfeited  his  fiavour  by  refusing  to  do  a  very  profligate  pecu- 
niaiy  job  for  him,"  it  will  be  found  that  in  the  Memoir  to  which  we 
Itave  just  been  alluding,  mention  is  made  of  this  ^^  job  ;"  and  cer- 
t^y,  as  Wdipole  states  it,  we  can  discover  nothing  ^^  proffigate" 
i&  the  character  of  the  transaction. 

But  inaccuracy  of  statement  is  not  the  only  defect  to  be  found  in 
the  Reviewer's  artide.    Speakmg  of  the  peculiarities  o{  Horace 
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Walpole's  Letters,  he  likens  them,  among  other  productions,  to  the 
"  Annual  Register,"  and  "  Hansard's  Debates !"  And  yet,  in  the 
very  same  page  in  which  he  institutes  this  strange  comparison,  he 
confesses  that  ^^  no  painter  was  ever  more  ready  to  sacrifice  accu- 
racy of  details  to  a  tone  of  colour  than  Walpole,  and  he  carries  this 
system  of  embellishment  to  a  degree  that  diminishes,  even  in  indif- 
ferent matters,  our  confidence  in  his  veracity.  Whenever  he  takes 
offence,  he  distorts  facts,  discolours  motives,  and  disparages  persons 
with  the  most  ingenious  and  inveterate  malignity."  In  another 
page  it  is  added,  '^  {o  look  to  Walpole  for  strict  accuracy  and  im- 
partiality would  be  to  expect  firom  a  harlequin  the  gait  and  garb  of 
an  undertaker."  Now,  it  is  well  known,  that  the  chief — and  in- 
deed the  sole — merit  of  the  "Annual  Register,"  and  more  espe- 
cially of  Hansard's  Debates,"  is  that  they  uniformly  maintain  a  tone 
of  scrupulous  impartiality,  and  axe  mere  matter-of-fect  chronicles, 
nothing  more.  And  yet  the  Works  of  a  man  who,  we  are  told, 
*'  sacrifices  accuracy  of  details  to  a  system  of  embellishmefnt,"  and 
whose  "  veracity"  cannot  be  relied  on,  are  coolly  and  gravely  com- 
pared to  these  two  most  rigidly  faithM  records  of  modem  times  ! 

Loudon,  April,  1844* 
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LETTER  CCLXn. 


Arlington  Street,  Dec.  20, 1776. 

I  CANNOT  write  to  you  myself,  my  dear  sir,  for  I  have  the  gout  in  my 
right  hand  and  wrist,  and  feel  enough  of  it  about  me  to  fear  that  it  will 
make  its  general  tour;  which,  by  this  third  year's  experience,  seems  to 
have  grown  annual  instead  of  bienlal :  however,  I  am  still  so  partial 
to  the  bootikins,  as  to  believe  that  it  is  they  that  save  me  from  having 
near  so  much  pain  as  other  gouty  people  complain  of;  and,  while  I  do 
not  suffer  mucn,  there  is  no  great  hardship  in  an  old  man's  beins^  con- 
fined to  his  own  house.  It  is  not,  however,  to  talk  of  myself  that  I  send 
you  this ;  but  to  tell  you  that  I  have  received  your  letter  for  Lord  North, 
and,  as  I  could  not  carry  it  myself,  I  sent  it  to  him  by  a  friend^  and  do 
not  doubt  but  so  just  a  request  will  be  attended  to. 

It  looks  very  much  as  if  we  should  know  soon  whether  America  is  to 
be  subdued  or  saved  by  a  French  war.  We  heard  on  Tuesday  last 
that  Dr.  Franklin  himself  was  landed  in  France — ^no  equivocal  step  ;^ 
and  on  Wednesday  came  a  fuU  explanation.  General  Howe  had  made 
two  movements,  which  threatened  enclosing  Washington,  and  cutting 
bim  off  from  his  magazines :  a  small  engagement  ensued,  in  which  the 
Americans  were  driven  from  a  post  without  much  loss  on  either  side. 
Washington  has  since  retired  with  his  whole  army  to  other  heights, 

*  In  September,  1776,  three  CommisBioners  were  appointed  by  Congress  to  take 
charge  of  the  affiira  of  America  in  Europe,  and  endeavour  to  procure  a  treaty  of  alli« 
uee  with  France.  The  Ck)mmisBioner8  were  Dr.  Franklin,  Silas  Deane,  and  Arthur 
I^e.  'The  Ck)mmifl8ion  continued  till  February,  1778,  when  a  treaty  of  amity  and 
CQinaieTce,  and  alsoj^tr^ty  of  alliance,  were  cSUdnded.  and  tk.  Franklin  appointed 
Miniiter  Plenipotentiaiy  to  the  Court  of  France.— Ed. 
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about  five  miles  off,  seeming  to  intend  to  protract  the  war,  as  was 
always  thought  would  be  their  wisest  way ;  but,  as  the  Americans  do 
not  behaye  very  heroically,  and  as  the  King's  fleet  will  now  be  masters 
of  the  coast,  it  is  supposed  that  Washington  must  retire  nortj^ward,  and 
that  the  Howes  will  make  great  progress  in  the  south,  if  not  prevented 
by  the  rigour  of  the  season.  As  nearly  as  I  can  make  out,  Dr.  Franklin 
must  have  sailed  a  day  or  two  after  Washington's  retreat;*  aqd  there- 
fore it  is  natural  to  conclude  that  he  is  come  to  tell  France,  that  she 
must  directly  interpose  and  protect  the  Americans,  or  that  the  Ameri- 
cans must  submit  to  such  terms  as  they  can  obtain.  If  I  am  not  wrong 
in  my  reasons,  the  question  is  thus  broqght  to  a  short  issue,  and  there 
I  leave  it.t  I  am  never  fond  of  speculations,  and  not  at  all  so  when 
I  am  not  quite  well.    Adieu ! 


LETTER  CCLXm. 

Arlington  Street,  Jan.  24, 1777. 
In  my  last,  a  month  ago,  I  told  you  I  had  the  gout.  It  id  now  gone, 
and  I  have  been  once  out  to  take  the  air.  As  I  love  to  make  the  best 
of  every  thing,  I  call  this  a  short  and  favourable  fit,  having,  from  its 
first  moment  to  my  airing,  lasted  but  six  weeks ;  and,  though  I  had  it 
in  both  hands,  wrists,  and  elbows,  there  was  not  much  pain  for  above 
thirty  hours ;  and  my  feet  escaped.  These  douceurs  I  attribute  to  the 
bootikins.  It  is  true  that^  for  the  last  three  years,  the  fits  have  been 
annual,  instead  of  biennial ;  but  if  they  are  split  into  more  frequent, 
though  much  shorter  portions,  I  must  still  be  satisfied ;  for  could  I  go 
through  five  months  and  ahalf  of  pain?  I  am  already  so  shattered  with 
these  attacks,  that  my  nerves  are  as  alarmable  as  the  sensitive  plant. 
The  dapping  of  a  door  makes  me  start  and  tremble ;  and  yet  I  don't 

*  Washington's  retreat  took  place  about  the  20th  of  October,  and  Dr.  Franklin 
sailed  from  Philadelphia  on  the  26th,  and  reached  Paris  on  the  21st  of  December. 
Madame  du  Deffand,  in  a  letter  to  Walpole  of  the  18tb,  says,  **The  object  of  M. 
Franklin's  visit  remains  a  problem;  and  what  is  still  more  singalar,  no  body  can  tell 
whether  he  is  actually  in  Paris  or  not.  Tor  the  last  three  or  four  days,  we  have 
been  told  in  the  morning  that  he  had  arrived,  and  in  the  evening  that  he  had  not  yet 
come."  On  the  22nd  she  again  wrote,  "  Yesterday  Franklin  arrived  at  two  in  the 
afternoon.  He  slept  the  night  before  at  Versailles.  He  was  accompanied  by  two  of 
his  grandsons,  one  seven  years  old,  the  other  seventeen,  and  by  his  friend,  M.  Penet. 
He  has  taken  lodgings  in  the  Rue  de  TUniversitd." — Ed. 

t  Mr.  Burke,  in  a  letter  of  the  6th  of  January,  to  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham, 
throws  out  the  following  conjecture  as  to  the  object  of  Franklin's  visit.  "  I  persuade 
myself  he  is  come  to  Paris  to  draw  from  that  Court  a  definitive  and  satisfactory  an- 
swer concerning  the  support  of  the  Colonies.  If  he  cannot  get  such  an  answer  (and  I 
am  of  the  opinion  that,  at  present,  he  cannot,)  then  it  is  to  be  presumed  he  is  authorized 
to  negotiate  with  Lord  Stormont  on  the  basis  of  dependence  on  the  Crown.  This  I 
take  to  be  his  ermnd;  for  I  never  can  believe  that  be  has  come  thither  as  a  fugitive 
from  his  caase  in  the  hour  of  its  distress,  or  that  he  is  going  to  conclude  a  long  life, 
which  has  brightened  every  hour  it  has  continued,  with  so  foul  and  dishonourable  a 
flighf'-ED. 
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find  mj  spirits  affected.  In  fact,  mj  inside  is  so  strong*,  and  the  case 
so  Tery  freek^  that  I  beliere  the  cottage  will  tumble  down,  and  I  shall 
have  nothing  but  the  inside  left.  I  am  thinking*  of  going  to  Bath  or  to 
the  sea-side,  which  has  often  been  of  service ;  not,  to  saj  the  truth,  that 
I  suppose  it  will,  but  one  is  to  try,  and  to  pretend  to  suppose  it  will. 
Old  people  always  talk  as  if  they  expected  cures-^but  surely  they  can- 
not ;  surely  they  cannot  forget  how  tney  used  to  laugh  at  their  seniors 
who  had  such  idle  hopes  !     But  enough,  and  too  much  of  myself. 

The  tide  of  victories  continues :  Fort  Washington  was  taken  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  and  Rhode  Island  since.  A  great  deal  is  still  to  do, 
and  not  much  less  if  the  war  was  over.  It  does  not  appear  yet  that  Dr. 
Franklin  has  persuaded  France  to  espouse  America  openly.  One  hears 
a  great  deal  of  underhand  support,  and  in  general  the  disposition  of  the 
French  for  war  with  us ;  but  I  never  believe  but  on  facts,  seldom  re- 
ports, and  seldomer  prophecies  and  conjectures;  chance  being  the  great 
mistress  of  human  affairs  in  the  dernier  ressort. 

The  Parliament  is  met,  but,,  as  the  Opposition  does  not  attend,  for 
these  last  tivo  days  they  could  not  get  a  House  of  one  hundred  members  ; 
which  is  necessary,  since  Mr.  Grenville's  Bill,  if  an  election  is  to  be 
heard.  We  werOvalarmed  on  Sunday  with  an  account  of  Bristol  being 
in  flames,  and  of  several  attempts  to  fire  that  city  and  Portsmouth.*  It 
turns  out  almost  nothing  at  all,  and  not  above  the  pitch  of  insurers. 
There  was  a  silly  story  of  two  new-invented  engines  for  firing  being 
found  ini  the  lodgings  of  the  supposed  incendiary,  together  with  an  ac- 
count of  the  St.  Barthelemi  and  Dr.  Price's  pamphlet  for  the  Ameri- 
cans.f    If  true,  it  indicated  a  madman. 

Your  lord  paramount,  jthe  Emperor,];  is  coming  to  Paris :  he  does 

*  These  attempts  to  fire  Bristol  and  Portsmouth  were  work  of  the  wretched  incen' 
diary,  James  Aitken,  commonly  called  John  the  Painter.  Afler  committing  numer* 
OQs  highway  robberies,  burglaries,  and  petty  thefts,  he  shipped  himself  off  to  Ameri* 
ca,  where  he  continued  three  years.  On  his  return,  he  formed  the  detestable  design 
of  destroying  the  maritime  force  of  England  by  setting  fire  to  the  royal  dock-yards, 
tnd  burning  the  principal  trading  cities  and  towns,  with  their  shipping.  For  this 
purpose  he  took  extraordinary  pains  in  the  construction  of  his  fireworks  and  combus- 
tibles; and  it  was  owing  to  the  unaccountable  failure  in  one  of  his  infernal  machines, 
that  the  nation  was  saved  from  so  dreadful  a  shock.  He  succeeded  in  setting  fire  to 
the  rope-house  at  Portsmouth,  but  failed  in  his  attempt  on  Bristol,  where  he  only  de- 
stroyed six  or  seven  warehouses.  He  was  tried  at  Winchester  in  March,  and  con- 
veyed for  execution  to  Portsmouth  dock-gate.  Before  he  was  turned  off  he  acknow- 
ledged the  justice  of  his  sentence,  and  recommended  strict  vigilance  at  all  the  dock- 
yards, "  because,"  he  said,  **  it  was  in  the  power  of  any  determined,  resolute  man  to 
do  a  great  deal  of  mischief." — En. 

t  This  celebrated  pamphlet  was  entitled  ••  Observations  on  the  Nature  of  Civil 
Liberty,  the  Principles  of  Government,  and  the  Justice  and  Policy  of  the  War  with 
Ameriea."  It  was  circulated  with  profusion,  and,  for  writing  it,  the  Common  Coun- 
cil of  London  voted  the  Doctor  their  thanks,  and  presented  him  with  the  freedom  of 
the  city  in  a  gold  box.  Being  translated  into  the  Dutch  language,  it  is  supposed  to 
have  influenced  the  Hollanders  in  withdrawing  their  property  from  the  British  funds. 
It  was  repeatedly  quoted  in  both  Houses, — ^Ed. 

t  Joseph  II.,  Emperor  of  Germany  and  brother  of  Marie  Antoinette,  Queen  of 
France,  arrived  at  Paris  in  the  middle  of  April.  Under  the  name  of  Count  f>ilken- 
itain  he  lived  and  travelled  like  a  very  private  gentleman.    He  visited  but  little  at 
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not  come  hither — he  needs  not.  We  hare  transplanted  the  flowers  of 
our  follies  thither — Ahorse-racing'  and  g^minr ;  and  our  chief  mission- 
aries preside  over  the  rites.*  My  poor  hand  is  so  weak  that  you  must 
dispense  with  my  writing  you  no  longer  a  letter.  For  eight  days  I  un- 
derwent the  humiliation  of  being  fed ;  and,  when  one  comes  to  one's 
pap  again,  no  wonder  one  thinks  one's  self  ancient !  *  Adieu  I 
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Arlington  Street,  Feb.  6, 1777. 

After  a  confinement  of  seven  weeks,  I  begin  to  go  about  again.  I 
feel  no  great  joy  in  my  liberty;  and,  had  I  any  excuse  for  bringing 
people  to  me,  1  should  not  feel  concerned  to  live  at  home  ;  for  all  Eng- 
land is  a  public  place,  and  nothing  so  difficult  to  find  as  any  priyate  so- 
ciety. Every  tning  is  changed;  as  always  must  happen  when  one 
grows  old,  and  is  prejudiced  to  one's  old  ways.  I  do  not  like  dining  at 
nearly  six,  nor  beginning  the  evening  at  ten  at  night.  If  one  does  not 
conform,  one  ihust  live  alone ;  and  that  is  more  disagreeable  and  more 
difficult  in  town  than  in  the  country,  where  old  useless  people  ought  to 
live.  Unfortunately,  the  country  does  not  agree  with  me ;  and  I  am 
sure  it  is  not  fancy  ;  for  my  violent  partiality  to  Strawberry  Hill  cannot 
be  imposed  upon.  I  am  persuaded  that  it  is  the  dampness  of  this  cli- 
mate tbat  skives  me  so  much  gout ;  and  London,  from  the  number  of 
fires  and  innabitants,  must  be  the  dryest  spot  in  the  nation. 

There  is  nothing  new  of  any  sort.  As  there  is  no  Opposition,  there 
is  no  Parliament;  I  mean  none  that  is  talked  of  more  than  the  Assises. 
In  America  the  campaign  seems  to  be  over.  It  is  to  be  very  warm  next 
summer ;  but  there  will  be  a  spring  between  of  some  consequence. 
Then  will  bd  seen  what  we  are  to  expect  from  France.  Your  brother, 
the  Emperor,  has  put  off  his  journey  thither :  some  think,  rebufiied  from 
Versailles ;  others,  that  storms  are  brewing  in  the  North,  or  deathst  ap- 
proaching that  will  open  the  flood-gates.  I  but  just  touch  these  points  ; 
lor  I  have  no  private  intelligence  from  every  Court  in  Europe.  I  can 
see  very  little  way  into  futurity,  and  when  I  think  I  do,  I  am  commonly- 
mistaken.  That  this  country  is  stark  mad  in  every  respect,  I  am  verjr 
clear ;  a  death  that  great  countries  are  apt  to  die  of.  I  have  but  few- 
years  to  come,  have  no  children  to  leave,  and  therefore  it  is  no  wonder 

Court,  and  spent  no  part  of  his  time  in  forms ;  but  laid  it  out,  wiih  the  attention  of  a 
philosopher  and  the  inquisitivencss  of  a  statesman,  in  examining  the  different  esta- 
blishments of  that  country .-^£d. 

*  The  sport  of  horse-racing:,  with  a  mixture  of  gambling^,  was  at  this  time  greatly 
on  the  increase  in  France.  There  had  recently  been  two  in  one  day :  the  first  be- 
tween the  Prince  de  Nassau  and  the  Marquis  de  F^nclon,  who  both  rode  their  own 
horses;  the  other  between  the  Due  de  Chartres  and  the  Due  de  Lauzun.  Louis 
XVI.  and  Marie  Antoinette  were  present.  Of  the  six  exalted  individuals  four 
perished,  a  few  years  afler,  by  the  guillotine ! — £d. 

t  Probability  of  the  death  of  the  King  of  Prussia. 
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that  the  natural  insensibilitj  of  age  increases  upon  me,  as  well  as  the 
disposition  to  censure  and  to  augur  ilL  In  common  life  one  thinks 
inanj  persons  djing  before  they  do  die — ^jet  thej  do  die  too.  One  is 
still  more  in  the  right,  though  perhaps  not  so  soon  as  one  expects  to  be, 
when  one  foretells  that  such  a  one  will  kill  himself  bj  his  intemperance. 
Some  will  think  that,  as  ouj*  doctors  have  given  us  o^er,  there  is  a  bet- 
ter chance  of  our  recovering.  It  is  true  I  have  no  opinion  of  our  doctors 
--the  Opposition ;  still  I  think  the  patient  is  in  a  most  deplorable  way, 
and,  as  in  consumptions,  he  has  no  sense  of  his  danger.  Look  jou  : 
all  this  may  be  speculation  and  vision;  I  do  not  trouble  myself  about 
the  credit  of  my  oracle.  If  I  did,  I  could  give  two  sides  to  my  prophecy, 
and  could  tell  you,  that  if  things  did  not  turn  ou(  very  ill  one  way,  they 
would  another ;  and  I  could  support  my  belief  with  an  oath :  but  I  am 
pretty  indifferent  about  the  matter  when  I  cannot  help  it,  and  have  no 
more  notion  of  caring  about  what  will  happen  ten  years  after  I  am  dead, 
than  about  what  will  happen  two  hundred.  We  have  been  in  an  un- 
natural state,  and  swelled  from  a  little  island  to  an  empire ;  but  I  doubt 
the  island  will  not  shrink  just  into  its  natural  corpulency  again ;  and 
there  is  a  new  field  for  speculation  !  But  I  am,'  luckily,  at  the  end  of  my 
p^r. 
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Arlington  Street,  March,  5th,  1777. 

My  last  has  already  told  you,  I  hope,  that  I  am  entirely  recovered. 
You  shall  believe,  if  you  please  that  a  moment  of  bootikins  weakened 
votf ;  but  allow  me  to  be  certain  that  above  three  years  of  experience 
has  demonstrated  that  they  do  not  weaken  me;  and  as  to  all  reasonings 
of  the  Italian  physicians,  why,  they  are  still  more  ignorant  than  ours. 
I  shall  not  argue  with  them  or  you,  for  I  have  no  convert-making  zeal. 
I  content  myself  with  my  own  judgment  and  experience  for  my  own 
use,  and  it  is  not  reasonable  to  expect  that  others, should  see  truth  with 
my  eyes.  It  has  rarely  happened  to  me  to  think  with  the  majority, 
and  1  have  so  much  respect  for  the  plural  number  as  not  to  dispute  with 
them.  There  never  were  more  against  me  than  in  our  present  politics. 
I  have  kept  my  sentiments  pretty  much  to  myself,  but  nothing  has  made 
me  change  my  opinion.  At  present,  the  aspect  is  not  as  if  I  had  been 
totally  in  the  wrong.  The  campaign  in  America  has  lost  a  great  deal 
of  its  florid  complexion,  and  General  Washington  is  allowed  by  both 
sides  not  to  be  the  worst  general  iq  the  field.  The  Stocks  are  grown 
positive  that  we  shall  have  a  French  war.  That  was  so  self-evident 
that  I  should  be  ashamed  of  bragging  I  had  always  forseen  it.  A  child 
might  foretell  many  of  the  consequences.  I  leave  it  to  those  who  would 
not  foresee  to  excuse  themselves  as  they  can. 

The  Gazettes  will  tell  you  as  much  as  you  are  allowed  to  know  or 
believe.    If  you  do  not  understand  them,  you  will  not  be  singular. 

3* 
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The  time  is  coming*,  I  doubt,  when  Truth  will  wrtte  a  moi^e  lej^ible 
hand.  In  one  word,  the  netreat  of  the  Americans  ^eems  to  h^ve  been 
wise ;  you  will  find  they  will  fight  and  have  foUght,  and  that,  when  we 
^  believed  Philadelphia  was  gone,  General  Howe  has  been  obliged  to 
contract  his  quarters.  I  should  think  less  than  uiilimited  mbmisnan* 
would  content  us  at  present ;  and  I  leave  you  to  judge  whether  France 
will  be  omitted  in  the  negotiation,  and  whether  she  will  enjoiu  the  Con- 
gress to  be  very  tractable.  I  hope  there  will  be  a  little  more  wisdom  in 
making  the  peace  than  there  was  in  making  the  war;  but  they  who 
make  the  one,  do  not  always  consider  that  tliey  may  not  be  equally 
masters  to  make  the  other. 

Tliere  is  scarcely  any  thing  of  private  news.  Two  old  persons  that 
you  remember  are  dead,  Sit  Thomas  Robinsont  and  Lady  shadw'ell ;  J 
she  lived  to  ninety-six.  The  Duke  of  Norfolk,  §  but  two  years  younger, 
is  recovered  from  a  dangerous  illness.  Lady  ChesterfieldTf  has  had  a 
stroke  of  palsy,  but  may  linger  sonie  time  longer.  In  short,  my  dear 
sir,  you  and  I  can  only  talk  in  common  of  a  few  Methusalems,  cock  and 
hen ;  for,  as  to  the  travelling  boys  that  you  ^et  acquainted  with  en  pa^- 
santy  I  do  not.  I  have  done  with  the  world,  except  parting  with  it  in 
form ;  and  chiefly  pass  my  time  with  a  few  acquaintance  or  alone  at 
Strawberry  Hill,  where  1  never  want  amusement.  My  old  age  is  aa 
agreeable  as  I  desire  it:  oppressed  with  no  misfortunes,  disappoint- 
ments, or  infirmities, — for  I  am  determined  to  consider  the  gout  as  a 
remedy  that  only  makes  my  liberty  more  welcome ;  with  a  fortune  as 
ample  as  I  wish  either  for  pleasing  myself  or  for  doing  some  kindnesses  ; 
indifierent  to  pleasures  that  would  be  ridiculous,  and  encumbered  with 
no  glory  or  vanity  that  would  impose  restraint  or  reserve  on  me.  I  en- 
joy the  remnant  with  cheerfulness,  and  think  1  shall  lay  it  down  with 
no  more  regret  than  wh^t  must  attend  parting  with  what  is  not  disa- 
greeable. I  am  exceedingly  thankful  for  the  happiness  of  my  lot,  and 
own  it  has  been  far  greater  than  I  should  have  dared  to  ask.  Can  I, 
then,  but  be  content  when  it  shall  terminate  ?     This  is  the  thirty-seventh 

*  Lord  George  Germain  declared  in  the  House  of  Commons^  when  Secretary  of 
State,  that  he  would  be  eoatent  with  nothing  under  the  unlimited  submission  of  Ame- 
rica. 

t  Sir  Thomas  Robinson,  of  Rokeby  in  Yorkshire,  who,  on  account  of  his  stature, 
was  commonly  called  **  Long  Sir  Thomas,"  and  aleo  to  distinguish  him  from  the  di« 
plomatist.  Sir  Thomas  Robinson,  afterwards  Lord  Grantham.  As  he  died  without 
issue,  the  title  devolved  to  his  next  brother.  Two  days  afler  his  death,  his  fourth 
brother,  Dr,  Richard  Robinson,  Arehbisbop  of  Armagh,  was  ercated  Baron  Rokeby  of 
Armagh. — Ed. 

\  Widow  of  Sir  John  Shadwell,  the  physician,  with  whom  she  hod  visited  Florence, 
where  they  became  acquainted  with  Sir  Horace  Mann,  and  also  with  Walpole.  Sir 
John  was  a  spectator  of  the  great  eruption  of  Mount  Vesuvius  in  1737,  and  published 
an  account  of  it  in  the  Philosophieal  Transactions.  He  was  the  only  son  of  Shad- 
well,  the  dramatie  poet,  and  filled  the  situation  of  physician  to  Queen  Anne,  George 
L  and  George  XL ;  by  the  former  of  whom  he  was  knighted. — Ed. 

{  Edward  Howard,  ninth  Duke  of  Norfolk.  He  died  on  the  20th  of  September,  at 
the  great  a|;e  of  ninety-two. — ^Eo. 

IT  Melusioa  Sehulembourg,  Countess  of  Walsingham,  niece  of  the  Duchess  of 
Kendal,  and  widow  of  the  celebrated  Philip  Sunhope,  Earl  of  Chesterfield.  She 
died  in  September,  1778w 
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year  of  our  correspondeace  :  we  are  the  Oretes  and  Pylades  of  letter^ 
writers,  jet  I' wish  our  meeting  had  left  us  less  to  boast  t     Adieu  ! 

P.S.  I  must  add  a  curious  story,  which  I  believe  will  surprise.your 
Italian  surgeons,  ^s  much  as  it  has  amaxed  the  faculty  here.  A  sailor, 
who  had  broken  his  leg,  waS'  advised  to  communicate  his  case  to  the 
Royal  Society.  The  account  he  gave  was,  that,  having  fallen  from  the 
top  of  the  mast  and  fractured  his  leg,  he  had  dressed  it  with  nothing  but 
tar  and  oakum,  and  yet  in  three'days  was  able  to  walk  as  well  as  be- 
fore the  accident.  The  story  at  first  appeared  quite  iticredible,  as  no 
such  efficacious  qualities  were  known  in  tar,  and  still  less  in  oakum ; 
nor  was  a.  poor  sailor  to  be  credited  On  his  own  bare  assertion  of  so 
wonderful  a  cure.  The  society  very  reasonably  demanded  a  fuller  re- 
lation, and,  I  suppose,  the  corroboration  of  evidence.  Many  doubted 
whether  the  leg  had  been  really  broken.  That  part  of  the  story  had 
been  amply  verified.  Still  it  was  difficylt  to  believe  that  the  man  had 
made  use  of  no  other  applications  than  tar  and  oakum  ;  and  how  they 
should  cure  a  broken  leg  in  thi'ee  days,  even  if  they  could  cure  it  at  all, 
was  a  matter  of  the  utmost  wonder.  Several  letters  passed  between 
the  society  and  the  patient,  who  persevered  in  the  most  solemn  assevera- 
tions of  having  used  no  other  remedies,  and  it  does  appear  beyond  a 
doubt  that  the  man  speaks  truth.  It  is  a  little  uncharitable,  but  I  fear 
there  are  surgeons  wno  might  not  like  this  abbreviation  of  attendance 
and  expense.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  you  will  bjs  charmed  with  the 
plain  honest  simplicity  of  the  sailor  :  in  a  postscript  to  his  last  letter  he 
added  these  words,  ^^  I  forgot  to  tell  your  honours  that  the  leg  was  a 
wooden  one."  Was  there  ever  more  humour  ?  What  would  one  have 
given  to  have  been  present,  and  seen  the  foolish  faces  of  the  wise  as- 
sembly !  I  am  an  unworthy  member  of  that  learned  body,  and  never 
attend  their  meetiiig^,  which  I  now  regret ;  I  should  have  been  paid  for 
inany  dull  hours  :  but  I  never  had  patience  for  such  solemn  assemblies^ 
and  have  neglected  that  of  the  Arts  and  Sciences,  as  well  as  the  Royal. 
I  shut  myself  entirely  out  of  the  Antiquarian  Society  and  Parliament, 
the  archiepiscopal  seats  of,  folly  and  knavery. 
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Strawberry  Hill,  April  3, 1777. 
I  HAVE  nothing  vejry  new  to  tell  you  on  public  affairs,  especially  as 
I  can  know  nothing  more  than  you  see  in  the  papers.  It  is  my  opi- 
nion that  the  King's  affairs  are  in  a  very  bad  position  in  America.  I 
do  not  say  that  his  armies  may  not  gain  advantages  again;  though  I 
i>elieve  there  has  been  as  much  design  ^s  cowardice  in  the  behaviour 
of  the  provincials,  who  seem  to  have  been  apprized  that  protraction  of 
the  war  would  be  more  certainly  advantageous  to  them  than  heroism. 
Washington,  the  dictator,  has  shown  himself  both  a  Fabius  and  a 
Carriillus.    His  march  through  our  lines  is  allowed  to  have  been  a 
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prodigy  of  generalship.*  In  one  word,  I  look  upon  great  part  of 
America  as  lo3t  to  this  country  I  It  is  not  less  deplorable,  that  be- 
tween art  and  contention,  such'an  inveteracy  has  beem  sown  between 
the  two  countries  as  will  probably  outlast  even  the  war !  Supposing 
this  unnatural  epnnity  shouM  not  soon  involve^  us  in  other  wars,  which 
would  be  extraordinary  indeed,  what  a  difference,  in  a  futmre  war 
with  France  and  Spain,  to  have  the  Colonies  in  the  opposite  scale,  in* 
stead  of  being  in  ours!  What  politicians  are  those  who  have  pre- 
ferred the  empty  name  of  sovereignty  to  that  of  alliancef  and  forced 
subsidies  to  the  golden  ocean  of  commerce  1 

Alas !  the  trade  of  America  is  not  all  we  shall  lose !  The  ocean  of 
commerce  wafted  us  wealth  at  the  return  of  regular  tides :  but  we  had 
acquired  an  empire  too,  in  whose  plains,  the  beggars  we  sent  out  as 
labourers  could  reap  sacks  of  gold  in  three  or  four  harvests;  and  who 
with  their  sickles  and  reaping-hooks  have  roUbed  and  cut  the  throats 
of  those  who  sowed  the  grain.  These  rapacious  foragers  have  fallen 
togetfter  by  the  ears;  and  our  Indain  affairs,  I  suppose,  will  soon  be 
in  as  desperate  a  state  as  our  American.  Lord  Pigot  has  been 
treacherously  and  violently  imprisoned,  and  the  Company  here  has 
voted  his  restoration.t  I  know  nothing  of  the  merits  of  the  cause  on 
either  side :  I  dare  to  say,  both  are  very  blameable.  I  look  only  to  the 
consequences,  which  I  do  not  doubt  will  precipitate  the  loss  of  our  ac- 
quisitions^there ;  the  title  to  which  I  never  admired,  and  the  possession 
of  which  I  always  regarded  as  a  transitory  vision.  If  we  could  keep 
it,  we  should  certainly  plunder  it,  till  the  expense  of  maintaining 
would  overbalance  the  returns ;  and,  though  it  has  rendered  a  little 
more  than  the  holy  city  of  Jerusalem,  I  look  on  such  distant  conquests 
as  more  destructive  than  beneficial ;  and,  whether  we  are  martyrs  or 
banditti,  whether  we  fight  for  the  holy  sepulchre  or  for  lacks  of  ru- 
pees, I  detest  invasions  of  quiet  kingdoms,  both  for  their  sakes  and  for 
our  own;  and  it  is  happy  for  the  former,  that  the  latter  are  never  per- 
manently benefited. 

Though  I  have  been  drawn  away  from  ypur  letter  by  the  subject  of 
it  and  by  poFitical  reflections,  I  must  not  forget  to  thank  you  for  your 
solicitude  and  ad^^  about  my  health :  but  pray  be  assured  that  I  am 

*  In  December,  when  the  cause  of  the  Americans  seemed  hopeless^  the  EInglish 
commander,  having  extended  his  cantonments  to  a  prodigious  length,  Washington 
took  advantage  of  that  circumstance,  crossed  the  Delaware  in  the  night,  surprised 
the  left  wing  of  the  British  army,  and,  attacking  a  body  of  Hessians  nearly  a  thousand 
strong,  surprised  them  so  completely  that  they  surrendered  and  were  captured. 
Soon  afterwards  he  gained  an  advantage,  also  in  the  dead  of  the  night,  over  the  Bri> 
tish  at  Prince-town. — Ed. 

t  Lord  Pigot  bad  been  appointed  Governor  of  Madras,  with  instructions  to  restore 
the  Rajah  of  Tanjore,  under  certain  conditiona  In  attempting  to  carry  them  into 
execution,  he  was  seized,  by  the  direction  of  certain  members  of  his  own  council, 
and  conveyed  to  a  place  called  the  Mount ;  where  he  was  confined  in  the  strictest 
manner.  Impaired  by  age  and  an  Indian  climate,  the  constitution  of  Lord  Pigot  sank 
under  the  irritation  to  which  he  bad  been  exposed  and  the  restraint  to  which  he  was 
subjected ;  and  he  died  shortly  titer,  the  prisoner  of  those  over  whom  he  bad  been 
appointed  to  preside.— Ed. 
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sufficiently  attentive  to  it,  and  never  stay  long  here  in  wet  weather, 
which  experience  has  told  me  is  prejudicial.  I  am  sorry  for  it,  but  I 
know  London  agrees  with  me  better  than  the  country.  The  latter 
mits  my  age  and  inclination ;  but  my  health  is  a  more  cogent  reason, 
and  governs  me.  I  know  my  own  constitution  exactly,  and  have 
brtnoi  my  way  of  life  accordingly:  No  weather,  nothing  gives  me 
cold;  because,  for  these  nine  and  thirty  years,  I  have  hardened  my- 
self so,  by  braving  all  weathers  and  taking  no  precautions  against 
cold,  that  the  extremest  and  most  sudden  changes  do  not  affect  me  in 
that  respect.  Yet  damp,  without  giving  me  cold,  afiects  my  nerVes ; 
and,  the  moment  I  feel  it,'  I  go  to  town.  I  am  certainly  better  since 
my  last  fit  of  gout  than  ever  I  was  after  one:  in  short,  perfectly  well; 
that  is,  well  enough  for  my  age.  In  one  \irord,  I  am  very  weak,  but 
have  DO  complaint ;  and  as  my  constitution,  frame,  and  health  require 
BO  exercise,  nothing  but  fatigue  affects  me:  and  therefore  you,  and  all 
who  are  so  good  as  to  interest  themselves  about  me  and  give  advice, 
most  excuse  me  if  I  take  none.  I  am  preached  to  about  taking  no  care 
against  catching  cold  and  I  am  told  I  shall  one  day  or  other  be  caught 
—possibly:  but  I  must  die  of  something;  and  why  should  not  what 
has  done  to  sixty,  be  right?  My  regimen  and  practice  have  been 
formed  on  experience  and  success.  Perhaps  a  practice  that  has  suited 
the  weakest  of  frames,  would  kill  a  Hercules.  God  forbid  I  should 
recommend  it;  for  I  never  saw  another  human  being  that  would  not 
have  died  of  my  darings,  especially  in  the  gout.  Yet  I  have  always 
found  benefit ;  because  my  nature  is  so  feverish,  that  every  thing  cold 
iawardly  or  outwardly,  suits  me.  Cold  air  and  water  are  my  spe^ 
cifics,  and  I  shall  die  when  I  am  not  master  enough  of  myself  to  em- 
ploy them ;  or  rather,  as  I  said  this  winter,  on  comparing  the  iron 
texture  of  my  inside  with  the  debility  of  my  outside, "  I  believe  I  shall 
have  nothing  but  my  inside  left !"  Therefore,  my  dear  sir,  my  regard 
for  you  will  last  as  long  as  there  is  an  atom  of  me  retnaining. 


LETTER  CCXVn. 

Barton  Mills,  April  28, 1777. 
Atteb.  an  interval  of  three  years,  in  which  my  nephew  remained  as 
much  in  his  senses  as  he  was  supposed  to  be  before  his  declared 
phrenzy,  he  was  seized  a  fortnignt  ago  with  a  fever  which  soon 
brought  out  the  colour  of  his  blood.  In  two  days  he  was  furious.  The 
low  wretches  by  whom  in  his  sensible  hours  he  has  always  been  sur- 
rounded, concealed  the  symptoms  till  they  were  terrifying.  I  r^^ived 
00  notice  till  the  sixth  day,  and  then — by  the  stage-coach !  ^^out 
directly  for  the  hovel  where  he  is — a  pasnidge-house,  as  the  i^Rend 
proprietor*  called  it  to  me,  on  the  edge  of  the  fens,  which  my  lord 

*  One  Ball,  Minister  of  Eriswell,  a  jockey-paraon.    He  havin^r  taken  his  doctor's 
degree  in  an  interval  of  his  correspondence  with  Mr.  Walpole  on  Lord  Orford's  ^ 
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hires,  and  is  bis  usual  resideaee.  The  single  ehamber  without  a  bed 
is  a  parlour  seven  feet  high,  directly  udder  my  lord's  bed  chamber, 
without  shutters,  and  so  smoky  that  there  is  no  setting  in  it  unless  the 
door  is  open.  I  am  forced  to  lie  here,  five  miles  off,  in  an  inn— ^a  pa- 
lace to  his  dwelling.  The  morning  after  my  arrival,  a  physician  I 
had  senC  for  from  Norwich,  forty  miles  from  hence,  coming  down  to 
tell  m^  how  he  had  found  my  lord,  we  were  alarmed  with  a  scream 
and  a  bustle.  The  doctor  had  ordered  the  window  to  be  offened  to 
let  out  the  smoke,  and,  the  moment  he  had  quitted  his  patient,  my 
lord  attempted  to  fling  himself  out  of  the  window,  but  was  prevented 
by  his  keeper  and  servants,  who  flung  him  on  the  bed..  You  will 
scarcely  believe  that,  on  my  arrival,,  his  mistress,  his  steward,  and  a 
neighbouring  parson  of  the  confederacy,  on  my  declaring  I  shoUld  re- 
nK)ve  him  directly  to  London  for  proper  assistance,  cried  out,,  that  I 
should  kill  him  if  I  conveyed  him  from  that  Paradise  in  which  was 
all  his  delight,  and  where  he  has  so  long  swallowed  every  apple  that 
every  serpent  has  offered  to  him.  The  very  day  before  he  had  asked 
where  he  was. 

At  the  desire  of  the  Norwich  physician,  I  sent  for  Dr.  Jebb  from 
London.*  Before  he  came,  the  fever  was  gone,  and  an  interval  of 
sensQ  was  returned.  Yet,  as  before,  he  would  only  speak  iii  a  whis- 
per, and  could  not  be  persuaded  to  shov(^  his  tongue  to  Dr.  Jebb,  though 
he  made  rational  answers.  Dr.  Jebb  pronounced,  that  he  had  neither 
fever  nor  understanding.  He  has  had  a  slight  return  of  the  former, 
and  no  delirium.  Yet  both  his  physicians,  the  apothecary,  and  even 
his  mistress,  think  his  disorder  will  still  last  some  weeks.  Perhaps  H 
may  .not ;  nor  is  it  the  worst  consideration  that  he  will  have  these  re* 
lapses:  as  this  arrived  in  very  cold  weather,  and  from  no  apparent 
cause,  the  madness  is  evidently  constitutional,  and  leaves  both  himsetf 
and  his  family  with  all  their  apprehensions.  Mine  are,  that  as  both 
now  and  formerly  he  has  betrayed  mischievous  designs,  he  will  after 
some  lucid  interval  destroy  himself;  and  I  have  seen  that  the  crew 
about  him  will  not  call  in  help  till  perhaps  too  late.  They  had  not 
even  sent  for  a  physician ;  1)ecause,  as  they  told  me,  my  lord  (a  lunatic) 
has  no  opinion  of  physicians.  Judge  of  my  distress  I  My  brother 
and  I  have  too  much  tenderness  and  delicacy  to  take  out  the  statute 
of  lunacy.  All  my  care  and  attention  to  him,  his  mistress,  and  for- 
tune, in  his  former  illness,  have  not  made  the  smallest  impression.  I 
have  not  even  seen  him  these  three  years,  though  he  declared  on  his 
recovery  that  he  approved  all  I  had  done ;  and  I  must  say  that  I  meant 
to  set  an  example  of  tenderness  which,  I  believe,  was  never  seen  be- 
fore in  a  parallel  case.    I  cannot  resent  it  from  him;  for  his  misfortune 


irai^Kpns  about  the  paraonage-house,  and  Mr.  Walpole  directin^f  his  letter  to  him, 
ign^^Pof  his  titular  advancement,  ^*  To  Mr.  BalV  the  man  in  his  answer  was  so 
absuiVib  to  add  a  postscript  in  these  words,  "Dr.  Ball,  if  you  please,  the  next  time 
you  favour  me."  , 

*  Dr.  Richard  Jebb.  In  the  following  year  the  King  conferred  the  honour  of  a 
baronetage  upon  him,  in  consideration  of  his  atteatioa  to  the  ^Dake  of  Gloucester 
during  his  severe  illness  in  Italjr.—En. 
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Mqcits  him  of  every  thing*  I  had  greatly  improved  his  fortune,  and 
shoald  have  effected  much  more^.had  he  not  instantly  laken  every  thing 
oQt  of  niy  hands.  This  treatment,  and  many  such  reasons,  had  de- 
termined me  never  cnore  to  meddle  with  his  affairs :  indeed,  the  fatigue^ 
joined  to  my  apprehension,  had  half  killed  me.  I  had  done  every 
thmg  at  my  own  risk,  ^nd  some  things  at  my  own  cost.  Thus,  with- 
out the  sanction  of  law,  which  I  will  tiot  claim  for  my  lord's  sake, 
I  coakl  not  undertake  his  affairs  again.  I  now  declared  I  would 
take  en  me  the  care  of  his  person  and  health,  but  never  of  his  for- 
tone— wiiat  will  become  of  that  I  know  not  I  My  own  peace,  at  the 
end  of  my  life,  and  broken  as  I  an),  must  weigh  something.  I  have, 
froin  the  instant  my  lord  came  of  age;  laboured  to  serve  him — in  vain. 
I  haFe  struggled  hard  to  rescue  and  restore  my  family ;  a  proud  view, 
perhaps,  yet  as  reasonable  as  most  we  b^ve!  Vision  for  vision,' 
That  insubstantial  and  transitory  one,  called  Philoisophy,  that  is,  in- 
difference, is,  I  suppose,  the  best.  Wliat  are  distant  views  in  this 
world  ?  To  be  realized  when  we  are  past  knowing  it.  How  Idle  are 
hopes  about  futurity,  whether  about  our  family  or  our  country;  and 
bow  little  difierent  in  duration  and  extent,  when  compared  with  the 
sQccession  of  agcjs !  If  we  hope  our  name  and  race,  or  if,  on  a 
grander  scale,  we  wish  the  constitution  of  our  country  may  last,  are 
not  those  lofty  views  confined  to  two  or  three  hundred  years,  which 
are  but  a  moment  in  the  revolution  of  endless  centuries  ?  The  mo- 
ment we  step  beyond  the  diminutive  sphere  of  our  fanailiar  ideas,  all 
is  boaqdless  and  lost  in  immensity ! — I  descend  to  earth,  to  me  and  my 
little  concerns.  i 

I  shall  stay  here  to  see  the  physician  from  Norwich  to-morrow.  If 
he  pronounces,  as  I  expect,  that  my  lord  is  recovered,  I  shall  take  my 
leave,  and  resign  him  to  the  rudder  of  his  own  poor  brain.  1  pity 
him,  but  it  must  be  so.  My  character  and  Sir  Edward's  are  at  stake, 
and  to  preserve  them  we  must  obey  the  law  literally.  The  last  time, 
the  moment  the  physicians  pronounced  him  sane,  we  submitted  and 
threw  open  his  doors ;  though  neither  of  us  were  of  that  opinion.  I 
attended  him  to  Houghton,  and  saw  nothing  but  evidence  of  distraction. 
The  gentlemen  of  the  country  came  to  congratulate  him  on  his  re- 
covery; yet,  for  more  than  six  weeks,  he  would  do  nothing  but  speak 
io  the  lowest  voice,  and  would  whisper  to  them  at  the  length  of  the 
table,  when  the  person  next  to  him  could  not  distinguish  what  he  said. 
Every  evening,  precisely  at  the  same  hour,  sitting  round  a  table,  he 
wonld  join  his  forehead  to  his  mistress's  (who  js  forty,  redfaced,  and 
with  black  teeth,  and  with  whom  he  has  lived  these  twenty  years,) 
and  there  they  would  sit  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  like  two  parroquets, 
without  speaking.  Every  night,  from  seven  to  nine,  he  regularly,  for 
the  whole  fortnight,  made  his  secretary  of  militia,  an  old  drunken, 
broken  tradesman,  read  Statins  to  the  whole  company,  though  the 
man  could  not  hiccup  the  right  quantity  of  the  syllables.  Ima- 
gine what  I  suffered.    One  morning  I  asked  the  company,  before 
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my  lord  was  up,  how  they  found  him  ?  They  answeredj  just  as  he 
had  always^  been.    Then,  thought  I,  he  has  always  been  distracted. 

Forgive  my  tiring  you  with  these  details !  They  have  rushed  into 
my  memory  again,  and  I  cannot  help  venting  them.  I  must  expel 
them  once  more ;  though  every  sudden  knock  at  my  door  at  an  unu- 
sual hour  will  terrify  me,  as  it  did  for  thirteen  months  three  years 
ag6.  I  have  gone  the  round  of  all  my  thoughts,  and  can  rest  on  no 
plan.  Were  ^milies  to  have  more  power,  it  would-  be  abused ;  and, 
as  the  law  has  fixed  the  criterion  of  sense,  no  private  man  for  the  best 
purposes  must 'or  can  control  it.  I  have  done  all  I  cai);  which  is,  to 
warn  my  lord's  dependants  of  the  danger  of  concealing  the  first  symp- 
toms of  his  infirmity ;  and  have  endeavoured  to  alarm  them,  for  their 
own  sakes,  with  the  risk  of  his  not  observing  rigid  temperance. 

Their  interest  in  his  health  piust  combat  their  interest  in  flattering 
him.    Adieu ! 

*  Arlington  Street,  May  2. 

The  Norwich  physician  said  he  found  my  lord  so  much  better,  th^t 
I  left  him  two  days  ago ;  though  his  mistress  desired  I  would  leave 
the  keeper,  at  least  for  a  month. 


LETTER  CCLXVffl. 

Arlington  Street,  May  14, 1777. 

Your  last  has  given  me  both  pain  and  pleasure.  I  know  the  gout 
too  well  not  to  suffer  for  you ;  though,  when  it  .begins  but  late  in  life,  it  is 
never  very  violent,  and  certainly  is  very  wholesome  discipline.  It  is  ten 
times  Worse  to  have  ceremony  and  princes  to  struggle  with'at  such  a 
moment ;  and  I  tremble  lest  your  efforts  against  an  enemy  that  will 
not  bear  an  instant  of  contradiction,  should  have  redoubled  your  tor- 
ment. Oh!  death  itself  does  not  regard  princes  less  than* the  gout 
does.  Then,  on  the  other  hand,  I  am  charmed  with  the  Duke's  con- 
descension ;^  and  the  more,  as  he  will  have  witnessed  your  disability. 
I  am  sure,  in  some  ministers,  he  might  with  reason  have  suspected 
your  confinement  was  political. 

You  do  not  owe  to  me,  I  assure  you,  the  Duchess's  graciousness. 
I  did  not  even  imagine  they  would  pass  through  Florence.  She  has 
not  at  all  forgotten  that  she  was  not  royally  born,  and  her  good-nature 
and  familiarity  are  not  expelled  by  dignity.  I  am  sure  you  found  her 
as  easy  and. natural,  as  if  she  had  not  married  even  Lord  Walde- 
grave.  When  she  left  England,  her  beauty  had  lost  no  more  than  her 
good  qualities.    I  am  glad  your  Courtf  have  behaved  as  they  ought. 

***  The  Dake  and  Dachess  of  Glodcester  were  then  at  Florence, 
t  Leopold,  Grand-Dake  of  Tuscany,  son  of  Francis  of  Lorraine  and  the  Eoipress- 
Queen  Maria  Theresa.    He  married  Maria  Louisa,  Infanta  of  Spain.    Under  his 
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lam  glad  the  English  see  that  there  is  do  nation  so  contemptibly  ser- 
vile as  our  own.  Europe,  that  has^  hated  our Jiertif  is  reaping  revenge 
last.  Oar  Westerrt  sun  is  setting/  and  dark  clouds  hang  over  our 
East.  France  and  Spain  have  spoken  pretty  intelligibly.  The  former 
offered  us  for  themselves,  and  for  the  latter,  a  naval  disarmament. 
We  jumped  at  it;  and  France  coldly  answered,  that  Spain  would  not 
come  into  it.  So  a  war  is  sure,  whenever  they  think  us  enough  un- 
done to  be  totally  ruined.  I  believe  a  younger  minister  than  Monsieur 
de  Maupras^  would  think  so  at  present. 

I  rejoice  that  you  got  your  nephew  again,  and  Lady  Lucy,  and  that 
she  is  so  much  better  than  you  expected.  I  trust  Lord  Orford's  agree- 
ment with  his  grandfather's  creditors,  which  he  had  just  signed,  is  go^d. 
The  law  will  probably  think  so.  In  my  private  opinion,  he  has  ^n 
mad  these  twenty  years  and  more.  On  his  coming  of  age,  I  obt^med  ^ 
a  fortune  of  one  hundred  ^nd  fifty-two  thousand  pounds  for  hrm :  ha 
would  not  look  at  her.f    Had  I  remained  charged  with  his  affairs  six. 

mild  and  parental  government,  which  coDtiaued  twenty-five  years,  Tuscany  is  ac- 
kDowl«lged  to  have  enjoyed  a  great  degree  of  felicity,  as  well  as  prosperity.  His 
political  condact  was  distinguished  by  his  simplification  of  the  laws,  retnission  of  op- 
preanire  taxes,  some  regulations  for  the  comfort  of  strangers  in  his 'dominion,  and 
a  readiness  of  access  to  his  own  subjects  of  all  ranks.  In  1790,  lut  succeeded  his 
brother,  Joseph  IL,  as  Emperor  of  Germany,  and  died  in  1792.— E^ 

*  Ooe  of  the  first  measures  of  Louis  XVI.,  on  his  accession  to  tljie  throne  in  1774* 
wu  the  recall  of  the  Count  de  Maurepas  to  Court ;  whence  he  had  been  banished 
iweoty-three  years.  He  had  formerly  been  Minister  of  Marine ;  t})6  superintendency 
of  which  he  now  declined,  but  accepted  a  seat  in  the  Privy  Council,  and  was  con* 
ndered  the  chief  mover  in  all  public  afiairs.  Walpole,  in  a  letter  to  General  Con- 
way, describes  him  as  by  far  the  ablest  and  most  agreeable  m^n  be  knew  at  Paris. 
M.  de  Maurepas  was  at  this  time  in  his  seventy-seventh  year.  He  died  in  1781.  His 
"Memoires,"  in  fot:(r  volumes  octavo,  were  published  in  1790-1792,  by  his  secretary, 
M.  SatU.— Ed.  <« 

t  Walpole  here  alludes  to  the  efibrt  made  by  him  in  17«^  to  procure  a  suitable 
match  for  bis  nephew.  The  nature  of  that  effort,  and  the  tauses  of  its  failure,  are 
thus  stated  in  a  letter  to  Sir  Horace  Mann,  of  the  SOth  of  May  in  that  year : — **  If  I 
could  be  mortified  anew,  I  should  be  with  a  new  disappointment  The  immense  and 
SDCommon  friendship  of  Mr.  Cftute  had  found  a  method  of  saving  both  my  family 
and  yours.  In  short,  in  the  height  of  his  affliction  for  Whithed,  whom  he  siWi  la- 
BKots  immoderately,  he  undertook  to  get  Miss  Nicholl,  a  fortune  of  above  150,000/* 
whom  Whithed  was  to  have  had,  for  Lwd  Orford.  He  actually  persuaded  her  to 
ran  away  from  her  guardians,  who  used  her  inhumanly,  and  are  her  next  heirs. 
How  clearly  he  is  justified,  you  will  see,  when  I  tell  you  that  the  man,  who  had 
eleven  hundred  a-year  for  her  maintenance,  with  which  he  stopped  tlie  demands  of 
bis  own  creditors,  instead  of  employing  it  for  her  maintenance  and  education,  is 
imce  gone  into  the  Fleet.  After  such  fair  success,  Lord  Orford  has  refused  to  marry 
ber ;  why,  nobody  can  guess.  Thus  had  I  placed  him  in  a  greater  situation  than 
even  his  grandfiilher  hoped  to  bequeath  to  him,  had  retrieved  all  the  oversights  of 
ooy  fiimily,  had  saved  Houghton  and  all  our  glory !  Now,  all  must  go  1 — and  what 
flifocks  me  infinitely  more,  Mr.  Chute,  by  excess  of  treachery,  is  embroiled  with  his 
own  brother.** — Collective  Edition,  vol.  ii.  p.  3^)8.  '^  I  have  been  forced,"  he  says, 
in  another  letter,  "  to  write  an  account  of  the  whole  transaction,  and  have  been  kept 
with  difficulty  from  publishing  it."  The  origintfl  nnanuscript  of  this  curious  docu- 
meot,  now  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Bently,  is  entitled  **A  Narrative  of  the  Proceed- 
ings on  the  intended  Marriage  between  Lord  Orford  and  Miss.NioboU ;  in  a  Letter 
•lUressed  to  Mrs.  Harris,  my  Lord*8  grandmother.**  Miss  Nichqn  was  the  daughter 
VOL*  II.— 4 
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months  longer  on  his  last  illness,  he  would  have  been  five  thousand 
a-year  richer  than  the  day  he  fell  ilL  My  reward  was,  not  to  see  him 
for  three  years.  But  I  see  I  cannot  help  talking  of  this.  I  had  twice 
expunged  all  thoughts  of  Houghton  and  my  family  from  my  memory. 
They  are  forced  on  me  again  when  I  can  do  no  good.  Well,  it  was 
not  my  plan  of  old  age  to  pass  my  time  with  princes  or  madmen !  iVIioe 
has  been  a  chequered  life  of  very  various  scenes  I  But  it  bias  taught 
me  some  temper,  which  I  was  not  born  with  ;  and  the  best  of  all  les- 
sons, to  do  right,  because  others  do  wrong.  It  is  not  enough  to  be 
indignant,  If  one  does  not  mend  one's  self.  I  had  much  to  mend,  and 
corrections  made  in  age  have  very  little  grace.  One  seldom  con- 
qttSfs  one's  passions  till  time  has  delivered  them  up  bound  hand  and 
foO^  Therefore  I  have  very  little  esteem  for  my  own  philosophy.  It 
is  atVost  but  solicitude  to  make  a  decent  exit,  and  applying  to  one's 
character  what  Pope  makes  an  expiring  beauty  say  of  her  face-^ 

**  One  would  not  sore  be  frightful  when  one's  dead !" 

Alas !  we  lirel  ridiculous  animals.  Folly  and  gravity  equally  hunt 
shadows,  ^he  deepest  politician  toils  but  for  a  momentary  rattle. 
There  is  noiShing  worth  wishing  for  but  the  smile  of  conscious  inno- 
cence ;  and  th\^  consciousness  would  make  the  smile  of  age  more  beau- 
tiful than  even  the  lovely  infant's  simplicity.  I  possess  no  such  jewel ; 
but  one  may  adq^ire  a  diamond,  though  one  cannot  obtain  it.  You  see 
how  my  nephew'lhrows  my  mind  into  a  moral  train,  which  is  naturally 
more  gay ;  and  ^y  wisdom  commonly  prefers  accepting  the  vision  life 
as  a  something,  tQ  analysing  it.  But  one  is  the  creature  of  the  hour, 
and  this  happens  tb  be  a  serious  one.    Adieu ! 

\  May  15. 

I  have  received  your  long  letter,  and  thank  you  for  it  most  particu* 
larly ;  especially  for  one  part,  which  you  may  guess  by  my  not  men- 
tioning. But  you  were  so  pleased  with  the  Duchess's  manner,  that  you 
forgot  her  beauty  ;  which  I  thought  would  strike  you.  The  little  Prin- 
cess* is  a  dear  soul,  and  I  do  not  intend  to  be  inconstant  and  prefer  her 
Brother  ;t  nor  do  I  think  the  Duke  will. 

-and  sole  heiress  of  John  NichoU,  of  Southgate  in  Middlesex,  Esq.  In  March  1753 
she  married  James,  Marquis  of  Caernarvon,  afterwards  third  and  last  Duke  of  Chan- 
do9,  and  died  in  1768  without  issue.  That  WalpoIe*8  choice  was  in  every  respect  a 
judicious  one,  would  appear  from  the  following  character  of  the  lady,  drawn  by  Sir 
Egerton  Brydges: — "Her  great  abilities,  amiable  temper,  and  agreeable  person 
qualified  her  to  have  made  a  most  shining  figure  in  public  life  amongst  those  of  her 
own  high  rank  ;  but  her  natural  disposition,  joined  to  a  tender  and  delicate  consti- 
tution,  induced  her  rather  to  cultivate  the  virtues  of  a  more  retired  life.  Her  bene- 
volence extended  to  all  mankind ;  her  charity  to  many ;  her  intimacy  only  to  a 
few."— Ed. 

'c  The  Princess  Sophia  Matilda,  Dorn  at  tiloucester  House,  May  29, 1773. — Ed. 

t 'Prince  William  Frederick  of  Gloucester,  born  at  the  Tbeodole  Palace,  io  the 
City  of  ^nne,  January  15th,  1776.    On  the  death  of  his  father,  in  1805,  he  became 
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We  have  no  news.  France  has  impriBoned  the  crew  of  a  privateer 
chat  took  one  of  our  pacquet-boats,^  and  carried  it  into  Dunkirk«:  She 
18  determined  to  draw  us  on  farther  on  the  hook,  and  we  dare  not  seem 
to  suspect  that  hook.  I  believe  America  gone  past  hope»  unless  we  can 
recover  it  with  half  the  number  that  was  not  sufficient  last  jear.  Adieu ! 
I  shall  be  impatient  to  hear  you  are  recovered.  Your  new  Prince  of 
Nassauf  is  perfectly  ridiculous — a  real  peer  of  England  to  tumble  down 
to  a  tinsel  titularity  I  Indeed,  an  English  cQron^t  will  not  be  quite  so 
weighty  as  it  was  ! 


LETTER  CCLXIX. 

Strawberry  Hill,  Jane  18, 1777. 
The  papers  told  you  that  Lord  Chatham  has  again  made  his  appear- 
ance4  In  his  place,  I  think  I  should  not  have  done  so.  I  shouldpre- 
fer  being*  forgotten,  to  putting  the  world  in  mind  of  me  without  effect. 
He  should  sleep  on  his  laurels,  and  leave  posterity  to  make  the  com- 
parison between  him  and  his  successors ;  who  certainly  are  not  prolific 
of  trophies.  Lord  Cornwallis  his  gained  a  punj^  advantage,  aind  Go- 
vernor Tryon  has  burnt  a  magajsine,  which  is  thought  a  great  blow  to 
the  provincials ;  but  the  Howes  are  not  in  fashion.  Lord  Percy  is  come 
home  disgusted  by  the  younger ;  and  the  elder  will  be  as  much  dis- 
gusted, at  least  his  family  declare  so  for  him,  at  missing  the  Treasurer- 

Doke  of  Gloucester ;  and  in  1816,  married  the  Priocess  Mary  fourtli,  daagfhter  of 
Geor^  III.— Bd. 

*  The  Prince  of  Orange  pacqoet-boat,  captured  by  an  American  privateer,  on  her 
ivay  from  Harwich  to  Helvoets.  On  reaching  Dunkirk,  she  was  immediately  re- 
leased.—Ed. 

t  Earl  Cowper  bad  obtained  a  titalar  principality  from  the  Emperor,  imaginings 
that  he  should  take  place  of  English 'Dukes;  but  finding  his  miatake^and  that  it 
winild  give  him  no  precedence  at  all  here,  he  dropped  the  title  of  Prince.  [*'  An 
Eoglish  lady,  the  Countess  Cowper,  became,*'  says  Wraxall,  ''  at  this  time  distin- 
ffuiahed  by  the  attachment  of  the  Grand-Duke  of  Tuscany ;  and  the  exertion  of  his 
interest  with  his  brother,  Jo^ph  II.,  procured  her  husband  to  be  created  a  Prince  of 
the  German  Empire;  an  honour  which,  f  believe,  had  not  been  conferred  oa  any  Bri- 
tish subject  since  the  great  Duke  of  Marlborous:h  was  raised  to  the  dignity  of  Prince 
of  Mildenheim."— Hist  Mem.  vol.  i.  p.  283.— Eo.] 

}  On  the  30th  of  May,  the  Earl  of  Chatham,  though  in  a  state  of  great  weakness, 
had  gone  down  to  the  House  of  Lords,  and  made  a  motion  for  the  cessation  of  hostili- 
ties with  America.  It  was  rejected^  aAer  a  long  debate  by  ninety-nine  against 
twenty-eighL  His  illustrious  son,  the  future  minister  of  the  country,  was  present, 
and  thus  wrote,  on  the  following  day,  to  his  mother:—**  1  cannot  help  expressing  to 
yon  how  happy,  beyond  description,  I  feel,  in  reflecting  that  my  father  was  able  to 
exert,  in  their  full  vigour,  the  sentiments  and  eloquence  which  have  aUcays  distin- 
guished him.  Hts  first  speech  took  up  half  an  hour,  and  was  full  of  all  his  usual  force 
and  vivacity.  He  spoke  a  second  time*  in  answer  to  Lord  WeyiBOUth*  to  explain  the 
object  of  his  motion,  and  his  intention  to  follow  it  by  one  for  the  repeal  of  all  the 
aeu  of  jMiliament  which  form  the  system  of  chastisement  This  he  did  in  a  flow  of 
ekiqnence,  and  with  a  beauty  of  expresBioo»  animated  and  striking  beyond  concept 
tioQ."— Ed. 
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ship  of  the  Navy.  The  Duke  of  Marlborough's*  avBrice  has  been  a 
theme  of  much  abuse  of  late.  I  do  not  think  this  age  has  a  ne;-ht  to 
east  a  stone  at  the  preceding*.  France  to  us  sends  most  fair  words  ;  to 
America,  stores  and  officers.  Spain  has  seized  an  island  from  the 
Portuguese  Queen  ;t  just  as  the  powers  of  Europe  treated  the  Eni- 
press-Queen  on  her  father's  death.  I  will  not  pity  h^r  Portugese 
Majesty,  lest  some  time  or  other  she  should  accede  to  a  partition  of  Po- 
land, i  will  never  more  judge  of  princes  at  their  coronations,  but  at 
their  burials. 

One  effect  the  American  war  has  not  had,  that  it  ought  to  have  had ; 
it  has  not  brought  u#  to  our  senses.  Silly  dissipation  rather  increases, 
and  without  an  object.  The  present  folly  is  late«  hours.  Every  body 
4ries  to  be  particular  by^being  too  late ;  and,  as  every  body  tries  it  no- 
body is  so.  It  19  the  fashion  now  to  go  to  Ranela^  two  hours  after  it  is 
over.  You  may  not  believe  this,  but  it  is  literal.  The  music  ends  at 
ten  ;  the  company  go  at  twelve.  Lord  Derby's  cook  lately  gave  him 
warning.  The  man  owned  he  liked  his  place,  but  said  he  should  be 
killed  by  dressing  suppers  at  three  in  the  morning.  The  Earl  asked 
him  coolly  at  how  much  he  valued  his  life  ?    That  is,  he  would  have 

{»aid  him  for  killing  him..  You  see  we  have  brought  the  spirit  of  calcu- 
ation  to  perfection  I  I  do  not  regret  being  old,  for  I  see  nothing  I 
envy.  To  live  in  a  crowd,  to  arrive  every  where  too  late,  and  to  sell 
annuities  for  forty  times  more  than  I  can  ever  pay,  are  not  such  supreme 
joys  as  to  make  me  wish  myself  young  again  :  indeed,  one  might  exe- 
cute all  these  joys  at  four-score.  I  am  glad  the  Emperor  did  not  visit 
us.  I  hope  he  is  gone  home^  thinking  France  the  most  trifling  nation 
in  Europe. 

I  am  extremely  glad  that  Lady  Lucy!]:  is  so  much  mended,  and  I 
trust  she  will  live  to  reward  your  nephew's  great  merit  towards  her.  I 
do  believe,  with  your  physicians,  tnat  warm  weather  will  re-establish 
you.  Patience  I  need  not  preach  to  you — it  is  part  of  you ;  but  I  will 
tell  you  what  would  expedite  your  recovery  miraculously — the  sea-air. 
Go  to  Leghorn,  and  drive  on  the  shore ;  go  out  in  a  boat  for  a  few  hours : 
you  will  walk  well  in  half-a-dozen.  I  have  experienced  this  ia  as 
short  a  time  as  I  prescribe.  You  will  be  angry,  perhaps, — I  mean^  as 
much  Qs  you  can  be, — ^but  I  am  not  sorry  you  have  a  little  gout ;  it  will 
be  a  g^at  preservative. 

*  The  great  General  of  Queen  Anne. 

t  The  Spanish  fleet,  under  the  conduct  of  the  Marquis  of  Casa  Tilly,  had»  in  Fe- 
bruary, taken  possesdion,  almost  without  opposition,  of  the  isle  of  St.  Catherine's,  on 
the  coast  of  Brazil. — Ed. 

X  Sir  Horace  Mann,  the  younger,  had  married,  in  April  1765,  Lady  Lucy,  daugh- 
ter  of  Baptist  Noel,  fourth  Earf  of  Gainsborough.— £p. 
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Strawberry  Hill,  July  17, 1777. 

Yon  are  very  kind,  jny  dear  sir,  in  your  inquiries  about  the  Duke  of 
Gloucester,  rou  will  have  heard,  long  before  you  receive  this,  how 
very  ill  his  Royal  Highness  has  been.  I  wish  I  could  say  I  was  yet 
quite  easy  about  him.  We  are  very  impatient  for  to«morrow's  letters. 
It  is  unfortunate  that  he  did  not  pass  the  summer  again  at  Castel  Gon-^ 
dolfo.  The  heats  and  nauseous  air  of  Venice  immediately  aflfected  him 
deeply,  and  I  fear  his  Royal  Highness's  mind  was  not  in  a  situation  to 
resist  outward  impressions.  He  fell  away  exceedingly,  had  a  flux  at 
Padua,  and  at  Verona  was  so  reduced,  that  he  was  persuaded  to  ro- 
turn  to  England.  Before  be  could  set  out,  be  grew  daily  so  much 
worse,  that  he  was  taken  out  of  bed  and  put  into  a  post-chaise,  and 
made  journeys  for  two  days  of  twenty-six  and  thirty  miles ;  at  the  end 
of  which  he  slept  eight  hours^  and  mended  a  little.  The  Duchess,  in 
the  mean  time,  half  distracted,  sent  a  courier  for  Dr.  Jebb  and  Adair;, 
who,  we  hope,  arrived  last  Saturday;  for  Dr.  Jebb  promised  to  post 
without  pulling  off  his  clothes.  The  Duke  got  to.  Trent,  and  found 
himself  refreshed  from  the  cool  air  of  the  mountains ;  but  his  dyseD-* 
tery  returned  with  violent  pains.  He  keeps  his  bed ;  but  when  the  last 
letters  came  away,  which  was  on  the  4th  of  this  month,  his  surgeon* 
page  hoped  the  extremity  of  the  danger  was  over.  It  is,  indeed,  im- 
possible ever  to  be  secure  about  so  precarious  a  constitution ;  and,  un- 
less his  Royal  Highnesses  mind  is  set  at  peace  about  his  family,  I  fear 
he  has  not  strength  to  resist  the  anxiety  that  preys  upon  a  state  of 
health  too  obnoxious  to  every  kind  of  attack.  To  add  to  the  Duchesses 
misery,  her  little  boy  was  in  a  bad  way  at  the  same  moment. 

You  inquire  about  America,  and  what  Lord  Percy*"  says.  I  can- 
not give  you  information  from  any  authority..  I  live  here,  and  see 
nobody  of  either  side  that  knows  any  thing.  The  Duchess's  three 
daughters!  are,  by  his  Royal  Highnesses  goodness,  lodged  in  Hamp- 
ton Court  Park ;  which  is  very  near  me,  and  take  up  most  of  my  time. 
They  are  charming  girls :  I  don't  mean  only  their  persons,  but  good, 
sweet-tempered,  admirably  brought  up,  and  amiable  in  every  respect 
I  try  to  amuse  and  improve  them ;  though  I  have  little  to  do  on  the 
ktter  bead,  and  they  are  so  reasonable  and  easily  contented,  even 
with  the  company  of  an  old  uncle,  that  the  other  is  not  difficult.  But 
what  is  all  this  to  America,  except  that  it  proves  how  little  it  occupiet 

*  Eldest  son  of  Hugfb,  first  Duke  of  Northumberland.  His  lordship  had  distinguished 
himself  greatly  in  the  important  action  of  Lexinarton,and  the  redaction  of  Fort  Wash- 
ingtoD,  ^Lc    On  the^death  of  his  father,  in  17B6>  he  eacoeeded  to  the  family  hooours. 

t  The  Ladies  Laura,  Maria,  and  Horatia  Waldegrave,  daughters  of  the  Dnchesr 
of  Glcucester  by  her  first  husband,  James  Earl  of  Walde«rrave.  [Lady  Elizabeth 
Lura  married  in  1782  to  Loid  Chewton,  afterwards  fourth  Earl  Waldegrave ;  Lady 
Charlotte-Maria  married  in  1784  to  the  Earl  of  Eustoo ;  and  Lttdy  AnoapHomtia 
aurrifid  in  1786  to  Lord  Hugh  Seymoor.— £a] 

4* 
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me?  The  last  Gazette  iDformed  us  that  General  Howe  was  but  then 
going  to  open  the  campaign,  having  been  in  want  of  cannpaign  equi- 
page. I  do  not  know  that  Lord  Percy  says  any  thing;  for  I  have 
heard  he  is  very  circumspect:  He  certainly  does  not  talk  of  pacifica- 
tion. He  is  said  to  say,  that  this  campaign  will  finish  the  war.  I 
doubt  his  having  daid  so,  as  the  Ministers  are  not  said  to  be  of  that 
opinion.  In  the  mean  tirtne,  American  privateers  infest  our  coasts; 
they  keep  Scotland  in  alarms,  and  even  the  harbour  of  Dublin  has  been 
newly  strengthened  with  cannon.  But  there  is  a  much  bigger  cloud 
ready  to  burst.  The  open  protection  and  countenance  given  by 
France  to  the  Americans  is  come  to  a  crying  height.  We  complain: 
I  know  not  what  civil  words  they  give,  but  they  certainly  give  us  no 
satisfaction.  The  general  opinion  is,  that  we  are  at  the  eve  of  a  war 
with  them.  Should  the  Americans  receive  any  blow,  my  own  senti- 
ments are,  that  France  would  openly  espouse  their  quarrel,  not  being 
at  all  disposed  to  let  them  be  crushed.  You  know  that  at  the  begin- 
ning of  this  contest  I  told  you  I  thought  it  would  be  an  affair  of  long 
duration.  A  French  war  would  abridge  it — but  how  ?  I  will  pro- 
phesy nothing  on  that  head.    I  don't  like  to  look  into  that  bookr  > 

I  have  no  events  to  send  you.  London,  I  suppose,  is  very  empty  at 
this  season ;  but  I  have  little  dealings  with  it.  The  affairs  of  my 
family  find  me  full  employment,  and  it  is  the  most  suitable  oae  at  my 
time  of  life. '  Adieu  1 


LETTER  CCLXXL 

Strawberry  Hill,  Aagust  II,  1777. 
I  waiTE  in  a  most  anxious  moment,  and  tremble  lest  you  should 
know  worse  than  we  have  heard  yet.  I  had  a  letter  from  the  Duchess 
on  Tuesday,  that  raised  our  hopes.  Yesterday  brought  one  from  Dr. 
Jebb  to  my  brother,  that  dashed  them  down  again.  Sir  Edward,  who 
is  truly  very  sagacious  in  physical  cases,  does  not  despond ;  and  I, 
always  disposed  to  expect  what  I  wish,  and  who  do  not  believe  that  it 
is  so  easy  to  die  as  is  imagined,  do  not  quite  despair — yet  that  word 
quite  would  scarce  turn  a  scale  against  a  feather.  I  dare  not  look 
farther,  nor  figure  the  distress  of  the  Duchess,  if  the  dreadful  misfor- 
tune should  happen.  Lord  Cholmondeley^  is  gone  to  Trent,  and  will 
be  of  great  use  and  comfort — but  I  will  hope  yet.  l)o  not  wonder,  nor 
take  it  ill,  that  nobody  thought  of  writing  to  you :  think  but  of  what 
the  distress  and  confusion  must  be;  and  how  little  they  could  attend 
to  any  thing  but  writing  to  England.    I,  here,  only^ontemplating  in 

*  QeoTge-Junw,  foorth  Bu'I  of  Cholmondeley,  great-nephew  of  Horace  Walpole ; 
and  upon  whose  death  he  juceeeded  to  the  ancient  WaI|A)le  estates  at  Houghton,  dec 
In  17H2«  he  was  appointed  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Plenipotentiary  to  the  Court  of 
Berlin;  and,  m  1815,  was  advanced  to  the  Earldom  of  Rocksavage  and  Marqnisate 
of  Cholmondeley.    He  died  io  April  1827.— £d« 
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melancholy  tranquillity  the  misfortone  hanging  over  my  poor  niece, 
should  not  write  to  many  but  you  at  such  a  moment.  The  Duke^s 
family  must  t)e  exhausted  with  fatigue  and  anxiety,  and  I  fear  barely 
able  to  go  through  their  duty.  You  should  pity  them,  not  suspect  them 
of  neglect. 

I  can  tell  you  nothing  else  that  you  will  like  much  better.  The  con- 
qoest  of  America  is  put  off  to  the  millennium.*  It  is  hoped,  and  thence 
supposed,  that  General  Howe  is  gone  to  tajke  some  place,  or  beat  some 
army,  that  is  more  practicable  than  dislodging  Washington.  Burgoyne 
has  sent  over  a  manifesto,  that,  if  he  was  to  overrun  ten  provinces, 
would  appear  too  pompous  ;t  and  yet,  let  him  achieve  ever  so  little,  it 
will  be  sure  of  not  being  depreciated  ;  so  great  is  the  want  of  some- 
thing to  keep  up  the  spirits  of  the  people,  who  stare  a  little  at  being 
bullied  on  tbeir  own  coasts,  after  being  told  that  five  thousand  men 
would  overrun  all  America.  France  sits  by  and  laughs,  receives  our 
remonstrances,  sends  us  an  embassadress,  and  winks  on  Dr.  Franklin 
that  it  is  all  the  comfort  she  will  give  us. — I  believe  you  will  not  wish 
me  to  expatiate  on  that  chapter. 

Lady  Mary  Churchill's;]:  eldest  daughter  is  married  to  Lord  Cado- 
gan.§  She  is  very  pretty,  amiable,  and  eight-and-twenty ;  he,  rich 
and  fifty.  It  is  a  great  mach  for  her,  and  intny  opinion  preferable  to 
ooe  with  most  of  our  yoinhs,  who  dissipate  enormous  fortunes  in  a 
couple  of  years.  I  have  not  time  to  say  more  now,  nor  any  event  to 
tell  you. 


LETTER  CCLXXIL 

Strawberry  Hill,  Sept'  i,  1777. 
The  Duke  is  still  struggling  at  Trent.    Ten  days  ago  the  letters 
were  suddenly  and  wonderfully  mended,  and  we  flattered  ourselves  the 

*  Gibbon,  at  that  time  in  Paris,  writing,  on  the  13th  of  Aaguat,  to  M.  Holroyd, 
njB,  **  What  a  wretched  piece  of  work  do  we  seem  to  be  mahing  of  it  in  America ! 
The  greatest  force  which  any  European  power  ever  ventured  to  transport  into  that 
oouDiry,  18  not  BiroQg  enoagh  even  to  attack  the  enemy ;  the  naval  atreng^th  of  Great 
Britain  is  not  sufficient  to  prevent  the  Americana  (they  have  almoet  loet  the  appella- 
tion of  rebels)  from  receiving  every  asaietance  that  they  wanted ;  and,  in  the  mean 
time,  yon  are  obliged  to  call  out  the  militia  to  defend  your  own  coaata  against  their 
privateers.  Upon  the  whole,  I  find  it  much  easier  to  defend  the  justice  than  the 
policy  of  dbr  measares ;  but  there  are  certain  cases,  where  whatever  is  repugnant  to 
nond  policy  ceases  to  be  jnat/'— Eo. 

t  General  Burgoyne  had,  in  June,  dispersed  a  manifesto  calculated  to  spread  terror 
tmoog  the  contumacious,  and  particularly  to  revive  in  their  minds  every  latent  im- 
prenion  of  fear,  derived  from  knowledge  or  information  of  the  cruel  operations  of  the 
iodian  savages.  The  pompous  turgidity  of  style  in  which  it  was  couched,  excited 
tbe  ridicule  of  the  Americans,  and  procured  for  the  General  the  iobriqitet  of  ChnK 
iM»hotonthoiogoe,f-^ED. 

tM r.  Walpole*s  sister. 
Charles  Sioane  Cadoffan,  third  Lord  Cadogan.    In  1800,  his  lordship  was  ad* 
nooed  to  the  dignities  of  Visooont  Chelsea  and  £arl  Cadogan.    Miss  Churchill  was 
sis  second  wife.— £d. 
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danger  was  quite  over.    The  next  post  brought  a  little  relapse,  and 

frreat  complaint  of  the  heats.  Two  days  ago  we  were  a  little  com- 
brted  again.  He  had  had  two  exceedingly  good  nights;  and  having 
gained  so  much  time^  and  the  physicians  no  longer  speaking  despond- 
ingly,  though  they  will  not  from  prudence  give  too  great  hopes,  we 
trust  we  shall  again  see  his  Royal  Highness  in  England.  The  Duch- 
ess's distress  has^equalled  any  thing  we  could  figure.  For  three  weeks 
she  did  not  write  a  syllable,  nor  even  saw  Mrs.  Heywood.*  She  tells 
Lady  Laura,  her  daughter,  that  she  did  nothing  but  pray  and  weep. 
She  has  still  much  to  go  through.  It  is  well  her  constitution  and  courage 
are  so  firm.  It  will  be  the  end  of  October  at  soonest  before  tliey  can 
be  at  home.  When  the  Duke  is  able  to  travel,  I  shall  expect  great 
things  from  motion  and  change  of  air.  The  King  has  sent  him  a  kind 
message:  it  will  do  more  than  twenty  physicians,  and  I  believe  pro- 
duced the  amendment,  for  his  heart  was  broken.  ' 

General  Burgoyne  has  taken  Ticonderoga,  and  given  a  new  com- 
plexion to  the  aspect  of  affairs,  which  was  very  wan  indeed.  Gene- 
ral Howe  is  gone  with  a  great  force  some  whither,  and  the  moment  is 
very  critical.  I  don't  pretend  to  form  any  judgment.  Eleven  months 
ago  I  thought  America  subdued;  and,  a  fortnight  ago,  it  was  as. little 
likely  to  be  subdued  as  ever.  We,  the  people,  know  little  of  the  truth.t 
One  would  think  the  more  informed  were  not  more  settled  in  their  opi- 
nions: for  General  Howe's  retreat,  after  advancing  towards  Washing* 
ton,  produced  despair;  the  taking  of  one  post  has  given  confidence. 
So  much  fluctuation  begets  a  thousand  reports.  It  is  now  said  at 
once,  that  we  are  to  hire  fifteen  thousand  Russians  for  next  campaign, 
and  that  we  are  treating  for  peace  by  the  mediation  of  Franqe.  If 
you  ask  me  what  I  believe — nothing  but  what  is  past — and  perhaps 
have  not  heard  a  quarter  of  that.  In  one  thing  alone  all  that  come 
from  America  agree,  that  the  alienation  from  this  cowUry  is  incredible 
and  universal  4i  so  that,  instead  of  obtaining  a  revenue  thence,  the  pre- 
tence of  the  war,  the  conquest  would  only  entail  boundless  expense  to 
preserve  it.    The  New  World  will  at  last  be  revenged  on  the  Old. 

*  One  of  the  Women  of  the  Bed-chamber  who  attended  the  Ducheas  of  Gloaceater 
abroad. 

t  The  capture  of  Ticonderogfa  by  Genera]  Burgoynejn  July,  together  with  a  bun* 
dred  and  twenty-ei^ht  pieces  of  cannon,  occasioned  great  exultation  with  all  wbo 
looked  forward  to  the  unconditional  aubmiasioa  of  the  colonies,  and  an  opinion  gene* 
rally  prevailed  that  the  war  in  effect  was  over. — Ed. 

X  The  feelings,  at  this  time,  of  the  people  of  America  towards  this  country,  are 
thus  set  forth  by  Dr.  Franklin,  in  a  letter  of  the  14th  of  October,  to  David  Hartley, 
the  member  for  Kingston-upon-HulI : — **  As  to  oar  submitting  to  the  government  of 
Great  Britain,  it  is  in  vain  to  think  of  it    It  is  no^  impossible  to  persuade  oar  peo- 

ele,  as  I  long  endeavoured,  that  the  war  was  merely  ministerial,  and  that  the  nation 
ore  still  a  good- will  to  us.  The  infinite  number  of  addresses  printed  in  your  gazettes* 
all  encouraging  our  destruction  by  every  means;  the  great  majority  in  Parlianoent 
constantly  manifesting  the  same  sentiments ;  together  with  the  recommendation  of 
the  same  measures  by  even  year  celebrated  moralists  and  divines  in  their  writing* 
and  sermons— all  join  in  convincing  as  that  you  are  unfit  and  unworthy  to  govern  us^ 
as  not  being  able  to  goyeip  your  own  paaneuaL" 
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My  poor  nephew  remains  in  the  same  undecided  state ;  sometimes 
furious,  sometimes  sullen.  I  prophesy  no  more  about  him  than  about 
America ;  but,  one  way  or  other,  he  will  be  a  source  of  vexation  to 
roe.  But  one  speaks,  or  ought  to  speak,  with  more  indifference  about 
foium  events,  when  the  clock  is  going  to  strike  sixty.  Visions,  atd 
hopes,  and  prospects,  are  pretty  playthings  for  bqys.  It  is  folly  to  vex 
one's  self  for  what  cannot  last  very  long.  Indeed,  what  can,  even 
when  one  is  young?  Corydon  firmly  believes  hie  shall  be  wretched 
for  ever,  if  he  does  not  marry  Phillis.  That  misery  can  but  last  till 
she  has  lost  her  bloom.  His  eternal  wo  would  vanish,  if  her  nose 
grew  red.  How  often  do  our  griefs  become  our  comforts  I  I  know 
what  I  wish  to-day ;  not  at  all  what  I  shall  wish  to-morrow.  Sixty 
roys,  You  did  not  wish  for  me,  yet  you  would  like  to  keep  me.  Sixty 
is  iir  the  right ;  and  I  have  not  a  word  more  to  say. 


LETTER  CCLXXIIL 

Strawberry  Hill,  Sept.  18, 1777. 

I  AM  a  little  calm  at  present,  and  can  tell  what  I  say;  which  would 
not  have  been  the  case  last  week.  The  changes  in  the  Duke  of  Gloi>- 
cester's  condition  have  been  so  frequent  and  so  unexpected,  that  I 
have  been  buffeted  with  every  opposite  agitation.  On  Saturday  wa« 
sevennigbt  we  heard  that  his  Royal  Highness  was  in  a  very  fair  way. 
Od  the  next  Monday  we  were  %dverti2e4;^that  he  was  not  Nkely  to  last 
*  four  hours.  The  next  day  the  post  was  said  to  be  arrived,  and  to  have 
brought  no  letters  from  Trent.  ^  Fatal  ds  this  seemed,  the  arrival  of  no 
messenger  left  a  gleam  of  hope ;  and  next  evening  a  favourable  letter 
proved  the  mistake  of  the  post  having  arrived  sooner.  Two  more 
posts  have  brought  more  rapid  accounts  of  amendment  than  one  can 
scarce  credit,  if  two  circumstances  did  not  solve  the  vast  improbability. 
The  humour  had  faKen  on  the  lower  parts,  but  with  such  violence  as 
to  bring  on  all  the  ordinary  prognostfts  of  immediate  death  ;  and  the 
Duke  swelled  from  his  groin  to  his  foot.  This  vent  cleared  the  bowels, 
sod,  as  the  stamina  are  still  more  vigorous  than  the  royal  humour, 
they  seem  to  have  conquered.  For  the  swiftness  of  the  recovery,  it  is 
owing  lb  a  very  different  cause ;  to  the  removal  of  a  malady  which 
had  co-operated  with  the  disorder  in  the  blood  to  bringf  on  so  violent 
sod  lasting  an  attack.  In  short,  the  King  has  sent  his  Royal  Highness 
a  rdost  kind  and  brotherly  letter,  and  the  physicians  are  not  to  blame 
for  not  having  prescribed  a  medicine  that  was  not  in  their  dispensary. 

You  may  judge  to  what  a  skeleton  such  a  conflict  of  body  and  mind, 
in  bed  for  thirteen  weeks,  and  in  so  sultry  a  climate,  must  have  reduced 
the  Duke.  They  could  hear  the  bones,  they  say,  rattle  in  his  skin. 
They  speak  of  the  Duchess's  distraction,  and  the  change  in  her  person 
and  beauty,  with  as  much  energy.  Well !  may  we  but  see  them  here 
again !  I  will  add  no  more ;  I  have  curbed  myself  to  say  so  little.    But 
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what  a  we9k,  and  what  tr&nsitions!  It  would  mcfke  a  tFafi^edj  to  paint, 
as  I  did  to  myself,  toe  Duchess  travelling*  with  the  booj,  whicn  the 
Duke  had  exacted  of  her,  and  with  two  infants,  one  just  old  enough  to 
lisp  daggers,  and  arriving  in  a  succession  of  inns  to  be  stared  at,  when 
she  would  wish  herself  in  her  g^ve;  and  returning  to  her  own  country 
to  encounter  mortification,  triumph  in  her  fall,  and  total  uncertainty  of 
her  own  fate,  and  of  that  of  her  children !  It  had  been  Agrippina 
again  at  Brundusium.  No  King*  ever  had  an  opportunity  of  dispelling 
more  wo,  and  his  Majesty  must  taste  the  satisfaction  he  has  given. 
It  is  the  reverse  of  the  tinsel,  glory. 

I  know  nothing  else,  and  you  cannot  wonder  that  I  have  had  room 
.  for  nothing  else.  For  above  three  weeks  we  have  been  totally  in  the 
dark  about  America.  To  tell  you  any  thing  else  would  be  repeating 
conjectures,  which,  though  they  fill  up  every  cranny  of  the  interstices  of 
events,  are  most  unsubstantial  mortar,  and  rarely  hardea  into  part  of 
the  building. 

You  are  too  reasonable  about  your  own  lameness  to  want  any  exhor- 
tation to  patience.  I  am  very  weak  on  my  feet  too ;  but  always  say, 
when  asked,  I  am  well  enough.  The  absence  of  pain  is  the  pleasure 
of  age.  I  wish  you  a  great-nephew,  because  one  ought  to  cultivate  vi- 
sions: it  is  true  disappointment  is  not  quite  so  airy,  nor  vanishes  like 
the  fumes  which  conjured  it  up.  Pray  Qon\  imagine  I  .am  a  philoso- 
pher but  when  I  am  pretty  much  at  ease.  Last  week  would  give  me 
the  lie  soundly^  if  I  afiected  airs  of  stoicism.  I  pretend  to  nothing  but 
to  having  chalked  out  for  myself  and  having  pursued  a  plan  of  tran- 
quillity; not  because  I  had  no  passions,  but  because  I  knew  the  big  ones, 
ambition  and  the  chase  of  ffjftune,  wojild  produce  more  tempest  in  my 
passions  than  I  could  bear.  The  vexdtions  my  fwily  have  occasioned  ' 
me  were  none  of  my  seeking.  I  am  iul)theT*'so  inliasible  as  not  to  feel 
them,  or  not  to  try  to  remedy  them.  A  littlig  common  sense  is  all  the 
philosophy  I  possess;  and  when  the  business^ of  others  does  not  torment 
me,  no  body  is  more  contented  or  can  fin^  mpre  amusement  than  I. 
This  place,  my  books  and  playthings,  are  ftiiptre  enough  for  me  ;  but^ 
for  amusing  myself,  I  never  was  so  totally  debarred  of  that  talent  as 
this  summer.     I  sigh  to  be  my  own  master  again ;  that  is,  idle.  .  Adieu! 

P.S.  Idth. — It  is  said  that  a  victualling-ship  has  brought  an  account 
of  the  Howes  having  Attempted  to  cross  the  Delaware,  io  order  to  at- 
tack Philadelphia,  and  of  Washington  having  marched  and  prevented 
them ;  and  that  on  this  -disappointment  they  were  sailed  to  Boston.  Oa 
the  other  hand,  the  provincials  are  said  to  have  abandoned  Fort  Ed- 
ward. Few  days  will  ascertain  or  contradict  these  events,  and  the  pa- 
pers will  let  you  know. 

A  strange  accident  has  happened.  Lord  Harcourt  was  missing  the 
other  day  at  dinner-time  at  his  own  seat,  and  at  last  was  found  sufib- 
cated  in  a  well  with  his  head  downwards,  and  his  dog  upon  him.*    It 

*  This  very  singular  accident  took  place  at  Nuneham  Park  on  the  16th  of  Sep- 
tember, and  was  supposed  to  be  occaaioried  by  bis  lordship  over-reaching,  in  order 
to  save  the  life  of  a  favourite  dog,  which  was  found  in  the  well,  standing  on  hia  lord- 
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if  eoQcloded  that  the  dog  had  fallen  in,  and  that  the  Earl,  in  trying  to 
otricate  hiniy  had  lost  his  poize  and  tumbled  in  too.  It  is  an  odd  exit 
for  the  Governor  of  a  King,  Ambassador,  and  Viceroy.  Another  Am- 
tessador  has  had  a  sad  fall  too:  Oounl  Virry*  is  arrested  at  Susa,  and 
oidered  to  present  himself  twice  a  day  to  the  Governor.  Madamef  has 
leare  to  go  where  shepleases.  Whither  can  she  go  ?  or  how  not  stay 
with  her  husband  ?  The  Prince  M asserano]];  is  set  out,  so  ill,  that  f 
qoestioQ  if  he  will  reach  Calais. 


LETTER  CCLXXIV. 

Arling^tOQ  Street,  Oct.  26,  I7T7. 
It  is  past  my  usaal  period  of  writing  to  you ;  which  would  not  have 
happened  but  for  an  uncommon,  and  indeed,  considering  the  moment, 
aa  extraordinary  dearth  of  matter.  I  could  have  done  nothing  but  de- 
scribe suspense,  and  every  newspaper  told  you  that  Still  we  know  no-, 
thing;  certain  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  America ;  the  very  existence  where, 
of  the  Howes,  is  a  mystery.  The  General  is  said  to  have  beaten 
Washington,  Clinton  to  have  repulsed  three  attacks,  and  Burgoyne  to 

ihip*s  feet.  Simon,  first  Earl  Harcourt,  was  grrandson  of  Lord  Chancellor  Harcourt, 
aadsonoftbe  Hon.  Simon  Harcourt,  who,  in  1705,  married  Elizabeth,  grrand-daug^hter 
of  John  Evelyn.  He  died  in  1720,  and  was  buried  at  Stanton -Harcourt ;  where  a 
nooamem  is  erected  to  bis  memory,  with  the  beautiful  inscription  by  Pope»  begin* 

**  To  this  snd  shrine,  who*er  thoa  art !  draw  near ! 
Here  lies  the  friend  most  lov*d,  the  son  mofit  dear ; 
Who  ne*er  knew  joy,  but  friendship  mi^ht  divide, 
Oc  gave  his  father  grief,  but  when  he  dyM.*' 

—Lord  Harcoort  had  been  Governor  of  George  III.  when  Prince  of  Wales.  In  1761 
be  wu  nominated  Ambassador  Extraordinary  to  Mecklenburgh-Strelitz,  to  demand 
the  Princeas  Charlotte  in  marriage ;  in  September,  was  declared  Master  of  the  Horse 
to  her  Majesty  ;  in  1768,  Ambassador  to  the  Court  of  France;  and,  in  1769,  Lord 
lieutenant  of  Ireland ;  which  high  office  he  held  till  the  January  of  this  year.— Ed. 

*  Count  Virry  was  son  of  one  of  the'  same  title,  who  had  been  the  Sardinian 
Mkiister  in  England,  and  was  himself  Ambassador  in  France.  While  in  Englandt 
io  1760,  he  married  Miss  Speed,  niece  of  Lady  Cobham.  [The  poet  Gray,  in  speak- 
iav  of  this  marriage  at  the  time,  says,  **The  Count  is  about  twenty-eight  years  old 
(ten  years  younger  than  herself,)  but  looks  nearer  fijrty.  This  is  not  the  effect  of  de- 
iHuchery ;  for  he  is  a  very  sober  man,  good-natured  and  honest,  but  no  conjuror. — 
Ed.] 

t  The  Countess  Virry,  who  was  supposed  to  be  the  cause  of  her  husband^s  dis-  * 
grace,  as  very  intriguing,  and  to  have  invited  him  to  keep  up  a  secret  correspon- 
ieoce  at  Turin  for  making  himself  Prime  Minister,  which  was  discovered.  Lord 
Sbelburne,  who  was  her  friend,  prevailed  on  the  King  to  obtain  their  pardon  of  the 
Kiog  of  Sardinia  in  1783 ;  about  which  time  she  died  suddenly.  She  was  one  of  the 
beroines  of  Mr.  Gray's  **  Long  Story,''  and  had  a  great  deal  of  wit. 

\  The  Spanish  Ambassador  had  obtained  leave  to  return  home,  on  account  of  the 
ill  state  of  his  health.  He  died  on  his  way  thither,  on  the  1st  of  December.  Ho 
vu  succeeded  at  the  British  Court  by  the  Marquis  de  Almodovar.— Ed. 
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be  beaten.  The  second  alone  is  credited.  Impatience  is  very  bi^h, 
and  uneasiness  increases  lyith  everj  daj.  There  is  no  sanguine  face 
any  where,  but  many  alarmed  ones.  The  pains  taken,  by  circulating 
false  reports,  to  keep  jup  some  confidence,  only  increase  the  dissatisfac- 
tion by  disappointing.  Some  advantage  gained  may  put  off  clamoijur 
for  some  months:  but  I  think,  the  longer  it  is  suspended,, the  moreterri* 
ble  it  will  be  ;  and  how  the  war  should  end  but  in  ruin,  I  am  not  wise 
enough  to  conjecture.  France  suspends  the  blow,  to  make  it  more  ine- 
vitable. She  has^ suffered  us  to  undo  ourselves:  will  she  allow  us  time 
to  recover  ?  We  have  begged  her  indulgence  in  the  first :  will  she 
grant  the  second  prayer  ? 

The  Duke  of  Gloucester  is  arrived.  That  is  miraculous.  He  is  al- 
most well,  and  that  is  less  surprising.  Mr.  James  finds  his  face  plumper 
than  at  Rome:  he  is  certainly  not  leaner,  nor  yellow,  though  very  pale; 
and  his  voice  shows  that  his  lungs  are  good.  In  short  the  remainder 
of  his  illness  is  in  his  right  leg;  which  is  still  swelled,  and  very  lame 
when  he  stands  too  much,  as  he  is  too  apt  to  do.  The  Duchess  has 
more  symptotns  of  what  she  has  suffered  than  his  Royal  Highness ;  and 
as  she  is  much  fallen  away,  and  even  shrunk,  her  face  looks  much  older, 
which  must  necessarily  happen  till  her  skin  fills  up  again.  The 
Princess  Sophia  is  a  fine  child,  though  less  pretty  than  she  was.  The 
Prince  a  pretty  boy.  If  there  is  any  thing  more  to  tell  you,  it  is  yet  to 
come. 

You  have  heard  of  the  inundation  at  Petersburgh.*  That  ill  wind 
produced  luck  to  somebody.  As  the  Empress  had  not  distressed  objects 
enough  amongst  her  own  people  to  gratify  her  humanity,  she  turned  the 
torrent^of  her  bounty  towards  that  unhappy  relict  the  Duchess  of  Kings- 
ton, and  ordered  her  Admiralty  to  take  particular  care  of  the  marvel- 
lous yacht  that  bore  Messalina  and  her  fortune.t  Pray  mind  that  I 
bestow  the  latter  Empress's  name  on  the  Duchess,  only  because  she 
married  a  second  husband  in  the  life-time  of  the  first.-  Amongst  other 
benevolences,  the  Czarina  lent  her  grace  a  courier  to  despatch  to  Eng- 

*  A  violent  hurricane,  which  began  on  the  morning  of  September  the  14th,  raised 
the  waters,  in  the  space  of  four  hours,  to  the  height  of  fourteen  feet  above  the  o^ 
dinary  level  of  the  Neva.  The  city  and  adjoining  flat  country  were  rapidly  ove^ 
flowed;  by  which  many  hundreds  of  the  inhabitants  were  drowned,  and  thousaoda 
ruined.  The  finest  trees  in  the  palace  gardens  were  torn  up  by  the  roots;  the 
bridges  destroyed ;  ships  thrown  into  gardens,  fields,  and  woods;  and  country-houses 
swept  away  or  destroyed. — Eo. 

f  Elizabeth  Chudleigh,  Countess  of  Bristol,  married,  during  the  EarPs  life-time, 
to  the  Duke  of  Kingston,  had  in  the  preceding  year,  been  tried  in  Westminster  Hall 
for  bigamy,  and  found  guilty.  After  the  trial  she  left  England,  and  went  to  reside 
,  at  St.  Petersburgh.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  letter  written  by  her  Chaplain, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Forster,  to  a  friend  in  England  : — "At  our  arrival,  the  Vice-Admiral 
came  on  board  to  compliment  the  Duchess,  and  to  offer  to  place  her  yacht  in  the 
basin  where  the  men-of-war  lie.  As  soon  as  the  Empress  was  informed  of  the  ar- 
rival of  the  Duchess,  she  sent  her  an  invitation.  She  was  presented  by  the  Count  de 
Czernechofl^  Her  Majesty  paid  her  the  highest  mark  of  distinction,  by  placing  her 
on  her  right.  The  famous  Geaeral  Romanzoff'  was  present,  and  also  the  Grand-Dnke. 
Indeed,  so  n&ny  honours  were  never  paid  in  this  Court  to  any  person  whatsoever.""-* 
Ed. 
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land — I  suppose  to  acquaint  Lord  Bristol  that  he  is  not  a  widower. 
That  courier  brought  a  letter  from  a  friend  to  Dr.  Hunter,  with  the 
following  anecdote.  Her  Imperial  Majesty  proposed  ta  her  brother  of 
Chioa  to  lay  waste  a  Jarge  district  that  separates  their  two  empires, 
lest  it  should,  as  it  has  been  on  the  point  of  doing,-  produce  war  be- 
tween them ;  the  two  empires  being  at  the  two  extremeties  of  the  world, 
Qot  being  distance  enough  to  keep  tne  peace.  The  ill-bred  Tartar  sent 
no  answer  to  so  humane  a  project.  On  the  contrary,  he  dispersed  a  letter 
to  the  Russian  people,  in  which  he  tells  them  that  a  woman — ^he  might 
have  said  the  Minerra  of  the  French  litterati — had  proposed  to  him  to 
extirpate  all  the  inhabitants  of  a  certain  region  belonging  to  him,  but  that 
he  knew  better  what  to  do  with  his  own  country:  however,  he  could  but 
wonder  that  the  people  of  all  the  Russias  should  still  submit  to  be  go- 
verned by  a  creature  that  had  assassinated  her  husband. — Oh!  if  she 
had  pulled  the  Ottoman  by  the  nose  in  the  midst  of  Constantinople,  as 
she  intended  to  do,  this  savage  would  have  been  more  civilized.  I 
doubt  the  same  rude  Monarch  is  still  on  the  throne,  who  would  not  suf- 
fer Prince  Csernichew  to  enter  his  territories,  when  seiK  to  notify  her 
Majesty's  hereditary  succession  to  her  husband;  but  bade  him  be  told, 
he  would  not  receive  an  ambassador  from  a  murderess.  Is  it  not 
shocking  that  the  law  of  nations,  and  the  law  of  politeness,  should  not 
jet  have  abrogated  the  laws  of  justice  and  good-sense  in  a  nation  reck- 
oned so  civilised  as  the  Chinese  ?  What  an  age  do  we  live  in,  if 
there  is  still  a  country  where  the  Crown  does  not  take  away  all  de« 
fects!    Good  night! 


LETTER  CCLXXV. 

Arlington  Street,  Nov.  7, 1777. 

YoTT  will  have  seen  in  the  papers,  before  you  can  receive  this,  such 
accounts  of  a  total  defeat  of  Washington,  that  you  might  wonder  at  my 
silence  if  I  did  not  say  a  word:  that  word  must  be,  that  I  very  much 
doubt  the  fact ;  and,  if  it  was  known  at  New  York  so  long  ago  as  the 
supposed  Gazette  thence  says,  it  would  be  wonderful,  indeed,  that  Ge- 
neral Howe  should  keep  it  a  profound  secret  from  the  Government 
here,  whom  he  might  suppose  a  little  interested  to  hear  some  good 
news  or  other  after  a  long  dearth. 

The  first  breath  of  this  report  was  said  to  come  from  France  yester- 
daj  sevennight.  On  Sunday  morning  early  it  was  asserted  as  a  fact 
bf  a  New  York  Gazette  arrived  at  Liverpool.  On  Tuesday  I  came 
to  town,  intending  to  write  to  you ;  but,  finding  no  confirmation  come,  I 
thought  it  prudent  not  to  assert  what  I  knew  no  better.  From  l\iesday 
to  Friday  night  is  a  long  interval  on  such  an  occasion ;  and,  though 
some  still  say  that  they  believe  Washington  beaten,  they  do  not  ase, 
I  observe,  much  stronger  terms  than  received  a  Aede.    ()ne  has  heard 
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of  towtfs  burnt  to  the  grouofd,  that  have  turaed  out  to  be  a  chiiUney  on 
fire.  In  the  mean  time  I  tell  jou  all  I  know^  and  I  am  not  apt  to  be- 
Here  more  of  things  at  such  a  distance 

Of  what  there  is  no  doubt  is,  the  check  Burgojne  hag  received^'sni 
the  distress  of  his  armj,  that  the  last  accounts  left  in  danger  of  being 
starved.  There  have  been  accounts  of  his  recovering  the  blow,  but! 
cannot  find  one  person  who  believes  that.  In  one  word,  it  is  a  very 
serious  inomei^t ;  and,  without  greater  views,  the  misery  of  so  many 
who  have  relations  and  friends  both  in  Howe's  and  Burgoyne's  armies 
is  terrible.  It  is  known  that  the  latter  had  twenty-six  officers  wounded; 
and,  as  their  names  are  not  come,  ten  times  the  number  may  be  suf- 
fering the  worst  anxiety.  The  distance  of  the  war  augments  its  hor- 
rors almost  as  much  as  its  expense,  and  makes  it  grow  every  day  more 
irksome. 

I  have  no  private  news  to  send  you  of  any  sort.  The  town  is  still 
empty.  I  come  now  and  then  to  see  the  Duke  and  Duchess.  He 
does  not  recover  of  his  lameness,  and  in  general  I  find  people  think 
he  looks  worse  than  it  appears  to  me.  She  looks  infinitely  better 
than  at  her  arrival,  but  she  has  a  perfect  constitution. 

I  see  no  prospect  of  an  end  to  this  American  war,  but  from  our 
inability  to  carry  it  on :  and  what  can  that  produce  but  a  Vfarfrom 
France— I  don't  say  with  France ;  for  where  can  we  attack  them  if 
we  lose  America ;  and  where  are  we  to  be  attacked  but  in  our  own 
islands  and  the  East  Indies — which  are  not  quite  near  enough  to  assist 
each  other  1    There  is  no  looking  towards  such  a  prospect. 

If  Burgoyne's  army  is  destroyed,  little  force  left  in  Canada,  only 
seven  thousand  men  in  New  York,  Howe's  army  not  increased  by  hfs 
tedious  voyage,  and  three  battles  with  Washington,  if  true — where  are 
we  to  stamp  and  conjure  up  new  armies?  And  what  will  less  armies 
achieve,  which  such  large  ones  have  not  compassed  in  three  caim- 
paigns  ?  We  have  lost  Boston,  have  got  New  York,  and  perhaps 
Philadelphia.  If  the  Americans  have  fought,  they  will  fight.  If  they 
have  not,  can  you  make  them  ?  And  can  you  conquer  them  without 
beating  them  1  Can  you  maintain  the  country  when  you  have  con- 
quered it  ?  Will  a  destroyed  country  maintain  an  army  ?  And  can 
this  country  maintain  or  recruit  it,  when  you  can  already  get  no  re- 
cruits but  from  Germany  ?  We  are  like  Lord  Holland  paying  the 
debts  of  his  sons ;  he  ruined  himself,  and  left  them  beggars.* 

*  This  does  not  accord  with  the  following^  passage  in  Walpole's  letter  to  Sir 
Horace,  of  the  8rd  of  August,  1774 :  "  Lady  Holland  is  dead— just  three  weeks 
after  her  lord.  She  has  cleared  all  the  debu  of  her  two  elder  sons :  the  eldest  has 
a  large  fortune,  and  Charles  a  decent  beginning  of  another;  though  it  may  not  last 
a  night  if  he  chooses  to  make  it  a  codicil  to  all  he  has  loat,  and  scorns  to  be  indebted 
ioany  thing  but  his  own  parts  for  his  elevitioD.*'— £b. 
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Arlington  Street,  Dec.  4, 1777. 

This  letter  will  not  be  preceded  by  nine  postilions  blowing  horns ; 
but  should  steal  into  Florence  as  modestly  as  a  Roman  general,  who 
at  most  hoped  to  obtain  the  honour  of  an  ovation.  The  second  part 
of  my  despatch  will  only  beg  you  not  to  despair  of  the  repubUc. 

After  living  a  whole  month  upon  a  New  York  Gazette,  and  tired 
of  asking  if,  JVb  news  yet  ?  Sir  William  Howe's  aid*de-camp  arrived 
00  the  first :  he  confirmed  the  account  of  two,  not  three,  engagements 
between  the  General  and  Dictator  Washington.  In  the  first,  Howe 
certainly  had  the  advantage ;  and  in  the  second,  so  far,  that  Wash- 
ington, having  attacked  him  in  his  post,  was  repelled,  and'  is  retired 
into  the  Jerseys,. the  King  having  been  restored  to  the  sovereignty  of 
Philadelphia.  You  are  to  believe  that  though  Howe  lost  eleven 
bandred  men,  particularly  Hessians,  Washington  sufiered  more :  but 
e?en  the  gazette  does  not  enjoin  you  to  suppose  that  the  latter  is 
totally  defeated.  On  the  contrary,  for  fear  so  small  an  army  should 
effect  too  great  things,  you  are  authorized  to  figure  the  provincial 
army  in  the  Jerseys  as  still  consisting  of  eleven  thousand  men;  and 
there  are  a  few  reasons  to  think  that  it  may  now  be  as  large  as  the 
Congress  or  the  provinces,  no  longer  checked,  may  please.  Sir 
William  delays  the  pursuit,  as  the  passage  of  the  Delaware  is  not  yet 
clear.  The  lord  his  brother  is  besieging  a  tough  fort,  and  has  already 
lost  a  sixty-fouc  gun  ship  and  a  frigate. 

General  Clinton  has  marched  to  relieve  or  find  Burgoyne,  but  was 
forced  to  be  content  with  taking  two  forts,  and  showing  uncommon 
valour.  The  next  paragraph  will  tpU  you  why  his  expedition  was 
QDnecessary. 

On  Tuesday  night  came  news  from  Carleton  at  Quebec,  which 
iDdeed  had  come  from  France  earlier,  announcing  the  total  annihi- 
lation (as  to  America)  of  Burgoyne's  army.  Carleton  declares  he 
has  no  atUhentic  information ;  but  from  all  the  intelligence  he  can 

?:t,  and  which  he  believes,  Burgoyne,  after  despatching  Colonel 
raser  with  one  thousand  men  to  seek  provisions,  which  whole  body 
with  their  commander  was  cut  off,  fought  desperately  to  extricate 
himself;  but,  numbers  inci-easihg  and  pouring  upon  him,  he  had  been 
forced  to  lay  down  his  arms,  and  the  whole  remaining  army,  which 
some  say  still  consisted  of  five  thousand,  but  probably  were  reduced 
much  lower,  surrendered  themselves  prisoners,  and  are  to  be  trans- 
ported to  England,  on  parole  of  not  serving  more  in  America — no 
bad  circumstance  for  us,  if  they  were  but  here?  Burgoyne  is  said 
to  be  wounded  in  three  places ;  his  vanquisher  Arnold  is  supposed  to 
be  dead  of  his  woundsr.* 
You  may  imagine  this  occasions  some  consternation ;  but  none  at 

*  The  followiQg  is  Gtbbon*8  account,  written  on  the  same  day,  to  Mr.  Holroyd. 
fiom  the  House  of  Commons:—**  Dreadful  news,  indeed  !    An  English  army  uf 
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all,  I  assure  you,  in  the  Temple  of  Concorc}.  Unless  Croesus  besieged 
the  senate  with  an  army  of  ingots,  I  do  not  believe  there  would  be  a 
deserter  from  the  cause  of  Sacra  Fames.  There  have  been  indeed 
warm  skirmishes  in  both  the  Temples  of  Honour  and  Virtue,*  Lord 
Chatham  himself  heading  the  troops  of  the  Opposition,  but  without 
making  any  impression.  Lord  George  Germain  has  received  several 
wounds  from  George  Fox  ;  and  Burke  and  Wedderburn  wfere  on  the 
point  of  a  closer  engagement ;  but  it  was  made  up.t  The  Parliament 
is  to  be  adjourned  to-morrow  till  after  the  holidays. 

What  will  be  next,  I,  the  most  unwise  of  men,  do  not  guess.  Some 
a  little  wiser,  think  the  wisest  could  not  tell  what  should  be.  The 
Opposition,  who,  decried  as  they  h^ve  been,  have  at  least  not  been 
contradicted  in  their  prophecies  by  events,  think  that,  as- Canada  is 
left  defenceless,  and  New  York  is  not  over-crowded  with  defenders, 
the  whole  force  of  New  England,  which  is  entire, as- Burgoyne  expe- 
rienced, may  march  to  Quebec,  or  join  Washington  and  besiege  Clin- 
ton with  as  numerous  an  army  as  they  choose  to  have.  In  that  case, 
Sir  William  Howe  must  abandon  Philadelphia,  and  march  to  the 
succour  of  New  York. 

You  may  be  sure  the  uninformed  expect  that,  as  America  is  so 
nearly  lost,  the  army  will  be  recalled.  You  may  guess,  too,  that  I, 
who  do  not  doat  on  France  nor  desire  a  war  at  home,  should  not  be 
sorry  we  had  a  little  more  defence;  but, who  will  ask  my  advice,  or 
take  it  ?  We  are,  in  fact,  very  near  the  end  of  the  American  war, 
but  I  doubt  we  are  at  the  beginning  of  our  troubles.  Disgrace  is  the 
present  chapter,  and  sufficient  to  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof.  If 
disappointment  opens  our  eyes,  it  has,  like  a  true  friend,  given  us  bit- 
ter but  wholesome  counsel.  If  obstinacy  is  mistaken  for  firmness, 
it  will  obtain  at  last,  as  it  generally  does,  its  genuine  appellation. 

I  am  sorry  you  are  losing  your  nephew  and  Lady  Lucy,  and  more 
sorry  that  you  continue  troubled  with  lameness.    Though  I  am  a  little 

nearly  ten  thousand  men  laid  down  their  arms,  and  surrendered  priaoners  of  war, 
on  condition  of  being  sent  to  England,  and  of  never  aerving  against  America*  They 
had  fought  bravely,  and  were  three  days  wilhout  eating,  Burgoyne  is  said  to  have 
received  three  wounds.  General  Frazer,  with  two  thousand  men,  killed.  A  gene- 
ral cry  for  peace." — Ed. 

*  Motions  for  an  inquiry  into  the  state  of  the  nation  had  been  moved  in  both 
Houses,  by  the  Duke  o\  Richmond  and  Mr.  Fox ;  and  the  Earl  of  Chatham  had  also 
moved  an  Address  to  the  King,  fur  copies  of  General  Burgoyne*s  instructions. — Ed. 

f  No  account  of  these  "  skirmishes"  has  been  preserved  in  the  Parliamentary 
History.  The  following  is  from  a  letter  written  by  Lord  March  to  George  Selwyn : 
"  Bunbury  has  made  an  opposition  speach  in  his  usual  manner,  full  of  damned  bad 
metaphors  and  similes,  that  do  not  apply.  Addressing  himself  to  Wedderburn,  he 
said,  that  though  a  squalling  starling,  he  thought  he  had  a  right  to  reply  to  the 
J  earned  canary-bird.  In  another  part,  that  though  a  poor  apothecary  and  quack  in 
politics,  he  might,  perhaps,  prescribe  a  remedy  with  success,  when  the  regular  phy* 
fiician  had  lailed ;  that  he  should  recommend  anodyne  plasters  rather  than  corrosive 
blisters.  Burke  said,  that  his  honourable  friend  had  spoken  like  an  independent 
coantry  gentleman,  an^  a  very  aecomplished  orator."  Selwya  Conespondence^ 
vol  iii.|  p.  254.^  Ed« 
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younger,  you  must  trust  my  greater  etperieuce.  The  gout  will  bear 
DO  contradiction.  You  must  submit  to  what  it  gives,  and  what  it 
leaves.  I  do  not  walk  a  mile  in  a  twelve-month,  and  suffer  if  I  stand 
a  quarter  of  an  hour ;  but  what  then  7  There  are  chairs  for  us  old 
folks,  and  in  this  age  easy  ones  everywhere.  Within  these  two 
months,  sleep,  which  has  been  my  constant  support  and  food,  has  be- 
gun to  grow  coy.  Can  I  wonder  7  At  first  I  had  a  mind  to  find  a 
caa^e;  but  I  recollected  that  twenty  years  ago  I  should  have  said  to 
myself,  if  a  person  of  sixty  complained,  "  The  poor  soul  does  not  con* 
sider  it  is  three-score  1"  We  must  part  with  all  at  once,  or  see  it 
slip  away  by  degrees.  We  cannot  even  choose  which ;  nor  should 
know  how  to  decide,  if  we  might.  I  endeavour .  to  take  patiently 
every  thing  as  it  comes.  You  have  a  better  temper,  and  can  do  so 
more  easily.  The  vision  has  been  pleasant  enough  upon  the  whole 
to  both  of  us.  Thank  God,  it  has  been  no  worse  I  Let  us,  while  wt 
last,  hope  it  will  not  be  if  we  combat  age,  by  pretending  to  believe 
that  its  consequences  are  accidents  that  may  be  removed,  we  only 
deceive  and  torment  ourselves,  but  find  no  remedy.    Adieu ! 
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AriiogtoD  Street,  Jan.  4, 1778. 

The  period  of  a  month  is  elapsed;  and  therefore,  not  to  break 
through  an  ancient  custom  which  I  am  not  young  enough  to  be  ex- 
cused violating,  (thpugh  legislators  often  dispense  themselves  from 
observing  their  own  laws,)  I  begin  a  letter  to  you,  not  at  all  fore- 
seeing with  what  it  is  to  be  filled.  The  distance  of  place,  and  the 
extreme  taciturnity  of  the  Howes,  must  have  taught  you  a  tittle  not 
to  expect  events  from  America  every  day.  Even  Burgoyne  has  left 
himself  nothing  to  say— till  he  arrives.  We  have  lived  a  fortnight  on 
the  capture  ofMud  Island,  though  it  is  far  from  clear  that  it  is  yet 
taken.  If,  on  the  contrary,  New  York  should  be  retaken  by  the  pro- 
vincials— but  stay,  I  do  not  know  they  intend  it,-*it  has  a  most  slen- 
der garrison,  so  has  Quebec ;  but  Washington  may  think  it  a  shorter 
way  of  terminating  the  war  by  overwhelming  the  army  under  Howe 
^if  he  can.  In  truth,  I  am  no  judge  of  what  is  most  for  their  interest 
—but  the  Congress  seem  to  know. 

You  must  not  suppose,  though  I  make  such  short  work  of  it,  that 
it  is  the  language  here  to  sit  down  and  give  America  for  lost.  The 
Ministers  had,  indeed,  very  nearly  said  so,  and  Lord  North  was  to 
bring  terms  (or  peace  after  the  holidays;  ^  mais  nous  avons.  chang6 

*  On  the  10th  of  Dooemher,  l4>id  Beaaohamp  having  moved  an  adjournment  **  to 
tbe2CHh  of  January,**  Mr.  Burke  moved  to  substitute  the  Words  **thi8  day  Be*n« 
Bight.**  This  w^  opposed  hy  l4>id  North ;  who  obaerved,  that  he  hoped  the  caa- 
ptign  had  produoed  events  wbioh  would  enable  us  to  propose  and  enforce  terms  of 
ooQciliatioQ  with  the  Colonies*    The  Opposition,  on  the  other  hand,  ridiculed  the 

5* 
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taut  cdCf  and  nothing  is  talked  of  but  raising  regiments  and  sending 
another  army — I  don't  know  whither,  because,  supposing  a  new  army 
can  be  raised,  which  is  a  poshUaium,  it  will  be  a  little  necessary  to 
know  whether  we  have  New  York,  or  Philadelphia,  or  Quebec ;  and 
though,  probably,  one  or  two  of  them — but  I  really  do  not  koow 
what  I  say,  nor  have  I  found  any  body  on  whose  sleeve  I  pin  my 
faith  in*  these  affairs.  We  have  had  assertion,  and  prophecy,  and 
confidence,  and  alt  have  been  brought  to  shame,  and  none  of  them 
are  ashamed  ;  and  so  I  refer  you  to  the  Chapter  of  Accidents. 

The  Parliament,  when  it  shall  meet,  is  to  go  into  a  great  inquiry, 
which,  I  conclude,  will  end  in  nothing  at  all,  or,  rather,  not  end.  The 
talk  of  the  day  is,  that  France  has  signed  a  treaty  with  the  provin- 
cials, and  the  Stocks  look  pale  upon  it ;  but  all  these  rumours  only  fill 
up  the  chinks  of  time,  and  will  be  forgotten  when  great  events  hap- 
pen. By  great  events  I  mean  foreign  war  and  domestic  calamity; 
We  are  on  the  high  road  to  both.  The  present  moment  is  only  like 
the  half-hour  at  the  theatre  before  the  play  begins ;  the  galleries  are 
riotous,  pelt  the  candle-snuffers,  or  bawl  for  the  overture;  when  the 
curtain  is  drawn  up,  nobody  thinks  but  of  the  tragedy. 

We  have  had  a  great  misfortune  in  our  family ;  the  Bishop  of  Ex- 
eter* is  dead,  who  married  my  brother's  eldest  daughter.  She  is  left 
with  four  children  and  a  very  small  provision  indeed ;  but  Sir 
Edward  has  acted  nobly,  and  gives  up  to  her  an  estate  at  Windsor 
of  eight  bundred  a-year,  and  a  house  in  town,  and  keeps  her  a  coach. 
He  has,  indeed,  been  a  most  bountiful  father  always,  and  has  not 
made  his  chiklren  wait  for  his  death. 

Jan.  7th. 

I  have  received  yours  of  the  10th  of  last  month.  You  will  have 
learnt  before[now  that  the  total  defeat  of  Washington  was  converted 
into  a  total  defeat  of  Burgoyne,  and  it  is  very  much  the*  opinion  of 
the  City  that  the  American  war  will  soon  be  turned  into  a  French 
one;  but  I  doubt  France  will  stay  till  we  have  not  a  regiment  left  in 
the  island,  which  you  know  would  save  a  great  deal  of  blood. 

Don't  trouble  your  head  any  longer  about  Lady  Lucy's  having  a. 
son;  they  are  the  happiest  who  have  no  children. 

We  are  not  content  with  having  lost  America;  we  shall  not  have 
an  army  to  defend  England.  Why  does  not  Mrs.  Anne  Pitt  return  T 
She  would  fijpd  most  people  as  mad  as  herself. 

idea  of  the  present  Ministers  becominjpr  negotiators  for  peaee  and  conciliation,  as  the 
greatest  of  all  possible  absarditiea — £j>. 

*  Dr.  Frederick  Keppel,  fourth  eon  of  William- Anne,  second  Earl  of  Albemarle; 
in  1754  appointed  Canon  of  Windsor,  and  in  1762  promoted  to  the  Biahoprick  of 
Exeter.  He  married,  in  September  1758,  Laura,^  the  eldest  of  the  three  daughters 
of  Sir  Edwaid  Wal^le.— Eb^ 
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Feb.  6, 1778. 

It  is  odd,  that  in  the  heat  of  a  Parliatnentary  campaign,  enlivened 
by  a  civil  war,  I  should  have  nothing  particular  to  tell  you.  The 
troops  of  the  latter  are  gone  into  winter  quarters.  The  others  are  in 
the  field,  and  skirmish  every  day.  If  any  of  the  generals  are  wounded, 
they  do  not  own  it.  Some  of  the  forces  of  the  larger  army  have  de- 
serted to  the  enemy ;  and  on  Monday  the  numbers  of  the  Opposition 
mounted  to  a  hundred  and  sixty  odd.^  On  the  other  hand,  it  is 
commonly  believed,  that  the  old  general  of  the  minority.  Lord  Cha- 
tham, is  to  command  the  King's  forces.  It  is  certain  that  there  is  a 
great  coolness  between  him  and  General  Rockinghamt,  but  I  think 
that  disagreement  so  much  more  beneficial  to  the  Court;  and  I  see 
so  little  advantage  to  be  acquired  by  gaining  an  old  commander 
without  soldiers,  so  fractious,  so  unsettled,  and  so  impracticable,  that 
I  shall  wonder  much  if  be  is  invited  to  take  the  lead.  It  might  add 
to  the  present  distractions,  and  could  cure  none. 

As  my  opinions  do  not  always  agree  with  the  majority  any  where, 
it  is  not  mine  that  we  are  on  the  brink  of  a  French  war.  It  is  needless 
U>  repeat  my  reasons;  I  have  told  you  .them  before. 

The  Duke  of  Gloucester  has  again  been  out  of  order ;  but  not  nearly 

^  On  Monday,  the  2nd  of  February,  Mr.  Fox  moved,  in  the  Committee  on  the 
State  of  the  Nation,  **  That  po  more  of  the  Old  corps  be  sent  out  of  the  nation." 
No  reply  was  made  to  his  speech,  and  the  question  was  negatived  by  359  against 
165.  The  motion  excited  much  interest  out  of  doors.  At  an  early  hour  a  vast  mul- 
titude assembled  in  the  lobby  and  environs  of  the  House :  but,  not  being  able  to 
gain  admission  by  entreaty  or  interest,  they  forced  their  way  into  the  gallery,  in 
spite  of  the  door-keepers.  The  House,  considering  the  intrusion  a  high  breach  of^ 
privilege,  directly  ordered  strangers  to  withdraw.  A  partial  clearance  of  the  gal-"^ 
lerjt  however,  only  took  place  :  the  gentlemen  withdrew,  but  the  ladies,  through  • 
courtesy,  were  suffered  to  remain.  Upon  Which  Governor  Johnstone  observed,  that 
if  the  motion  for  clearing  the  House  was  a  supposed  propriety  to  keep  the  state  of 
the  nation  concealed,  it  was  necessary  that  all  strangers  should  withdraw.  **  This," 
■aya  Mr.  Hataell,  ^  produced  a  violent  ferment  for  a  long  time,  the  ladies  showing 
great  reluctance  to  comply  with  the  orders  of  the  House ;  so  that,  by  their  perse- 
verance, business  was  interrupted  for  nearly  two  hours :  but,  at  length,  they  too  were 
compelled  to  submit" — Eo. 

f  The  coolness  between  these  distinguished  statesmen,  here  referred  to  by  Wal- 
pole*  certainly  existed.  In  the  very  last  letter  ever  addressed  by  Lord  Chatham  to 
the  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  be  had  urged  the  necessity  of  making  a  firm  stand  for 
the  sovereignty  of  England  over  America  :  to  which  letter  the  Marquis  gave  this 
reply — **  What  your  lordship  considers  as  a  fundamental  pointy  is  one  which  I  can 
hy  no  means  think  a  $ine  quA  non,  in  a  treaty  to  restore  peace  and  friendship  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  America.  My  line  in  politics  has  ever  been,  not  to  hold 
oat  flattering  expectations  to  the  people,  when  I  ^vas  not  able  to  see  the  probability 
of  their  being  accomplished.  I  conceive  that  America  will  never  again  assent  to 
this  ooontry's  having  actual  power  within  that  continent.  I  cannot,  therefore,  eo 
fiir  betray  my  trust  to  the  poDlic  as  to  tot «« If  that  was  pnicticahle,  which  I  thought 
otherwite."— £iK 


t 
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$6  ill,  I  think,  as  some  thought,  or  as  I  have  seen  him.  He  still  coughs 
a  good  deal.  His  constitution  is  always  alarming^  and  one  must  not 
trust  too  much  to  the  wonderful  recoveries  he  has  had ;  yet  perhaps 
frequent  advertisements  are  not  contrary,  lest  his  youth  and  courage 
should  make  him  presume  too  much. 

These  paragraphs  are  the  quintessence  of  my  letter,  and  it  ought 
to  end  here,  were  it  a  decent  quantity :  yet  why  should  one  write 
more  than  one  has  to  say  ?  A  letter  tells  you  I  am  not  negligent, 
though  perhaps  I  grow  lazy.  I  never  was  good  at  detailing.  The 
event  of  things  is  all  I  mind;  which  I  own  does  not  help  conversation. 
I  leave  you  ignorant  of  nothing  decisive.  The  present  inquiries  in 
Parliament  into  the  conduct  of  ^tne  war  I  look  on  as  a  tale  of  a  tub. 
The  Ministers  give  themselves  up  to  be  teazed,  more  to  amuse  their 
antagonists  than  inform  them ;  and  the  latter  are  pleased  with  makine 
speeches.  But  can  all  this  make  peace,  or  carry  on  the  war  1 
Neither :  but  the  inability  of  making  either  will  produce  other-guess 
events,  and  they  will  be  serious. 

These  are  my  politics,  which  I  adopt  from  no  si4e,  and  preach  to 
nobody.  They  are  of  not  much  use  even  to  myself;  for  I  am  not  of 
an  age  to  trouble  myself  about  what  is  to  happen.  When  one  talks 
of  the  times,  one  must  think  something ;  and,  uol6  as  I  am,  it  is  more 
natural  to  look  at  the  affairs  of  nations  than  at  the  feathers  and 
fashions  of  the  young,  though  perhaps  as  grave  a  subject.  I  would 
neither  be  boyish  nor  morose.  Age,  without  any  study  on  my  part, 
has  given  me  great  indifference,  and  yet  has  been  so  good  as  to  leave 
me  spirits  enough  to  be  tranquil  and  to  amuse  myself^  It  is  enough, 
not  to  wish  to  live  or  die. 


LETTER  CCLXXIX. 

Arlington  Street,  Feb.  18, 1778. 
I  DO  not  know  how  to  word  the  following  letter;  how  to  gain  cre- 
dit with  you !  How  shall  1  intimate  to  you,  that  you  must  lower 
your  topsails,  waive  your  imperial  dignity,  and  strike  to  the  colours 
of  the  thirteen  United  Provinces  of  America  ?  Do  not  tremble,  and 
imagine  that  Washington  has  defeated  General  Howe,  and  driven  him 
out  of  Philadelphia;  or  that  Gates  has  taken  another  army ;  or  that 
Portsmouth  is  invested  by  an  American  fleet.  No :  no  military  new 
event  has  occasioned  this  revolution.  The  sacrifice  has  been  made 
on  the  altar  of  Peace.  Stop  again :  peace  is  not  made,  it  is  only  im- 
plored,— and,  I  fear,  only  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  In  short,  yes- 
terday, February  17th,  a  most  memorable  era.  Lord  North  opened 
his  Conciliatory  Plan, — no  partial,  no  collusive  one.*    In  as  few 

*  **  A  dall,  melancholy  silenoe,"  says  the  Annoal  Register,  **  for  some  time 
succeeded  to  Lord  North^s  speech.    It  had  been  heard  with  profbond  atteatioOf  bat 
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words  as  I  can  use,  it  solicits  peace  with  the  States  of  America :  it 
haggles  on  no  terms;  it  acknowledges  the  Congress,  or  any  body  that 
pleases  to  treat ;  it  confesses  errors,  misinformation,  ill-success,  and 
impssibility  of  conquest ;  it 'disclaims  taxation,  desires  commerce, 
bpes  for  assistance,  allows  the  independence  of  America,  not  ver- 
bally, yet  virtually,  and  suspends  hostilities  till  June  1779.  It  does 
a  little  more :  not  verbally ,  but  virtually  it  confesses  that  the  Opposi- 
tion have  been  in  the  right  from  the  beginning  to  the  end.* 

The  warmest  American  cannot  deny  but  these  gracious  conde- 
scensions are  ample  enough  to  content  that  whole  continent ;  and 
yet,  my  friend,  sucit  accommodating  facility  had  one  defect, — it 
came  too  late.  The  treaty  between  the  high  and  mighty  Slates  and 
France  is  signed;  and,  instead  of  peace,  we  must  expect  war  with 
the  high  allies-f  The  French  army  is  come  to  the  coast,  and  their 
officers  here  are  recalled. 

The  House  of  Commons  embrace  the  plan,  and  voted  it,  nemine 
contradicente.  It  is  to  pass  both  Houses  with  a  rapidity  that  will  do 
every  thing  but  over  take  time  past.  All  the  world  is  in  astonish- 
ment. As  my  letter  will  not  set  out  till  the  day  after  to-morrow,  I 
shall  have  time  to  tell  you  better  what  is  thought  of  this  amazing 
step. 

Feb.  20. 

In  sooth  I  cannot  tell  you  what  is  thought.  Nobody  knows  what  to 
think.  To  leap  at  once  from  an  obstinacy  of  four  years  to  a  total 
concession  of  every  thing;  to  stoop  so  low,  without  hopes  of  being 

without  a  single  mark  of  approt>ation  to  any  part,  from  any  description  of  men,  or 
tny  particular  man  in  the  House.  Astonishment,  dejection,  and  fear  overclouded 
the  whole  assembly.  Although  the  Minister  bad  declared,  that  tbe  sentiments  he 
ezpresBcd  that  day  had  been  those  which  he  always  entertained,  it  is  certain  that 
few  or  none  had  understood  him  in  that  manner;  and  he  had  been  represented  ta 
the  nation  at  large,  as  the  person  in  it  the  most  tenacious  of  those  parliamentary 
rights  which  be  now  resigned,  and  the  most  remote  from  the  submissions  which  he 
Mw  proposed  to  make.  It  was  generally,  therefore,  concluded,  that  something 
Dwre  extraordinary  and  alarming  had  happened  than  yet  appeared,  which  was  of 
fitrce  to  produce  such  an  apparent  change  in  measures^  principles,  and  argu- 
menta"— Ed. 

*  Gibbon,  in  a  letter  written  on  the  samd  day  to  Mr.  Holroyd,  says,—**  Opposi- 
tim.  after  expressing  their  doubts  whether  the  lance  of  Achilles  could  cure  tbe 
woQod  which  it  had  inflicted,  could  not  refuse  their  assent  to  the  principles  of  con- 
doct  which  they  themselves  had  always  recommended.  I  do  not  find  that  the  world, 
that  is,  a  few  people  whom  1  happen  to  converse  with,  are  mnch  inclined  to  praise 
l^H  North's  dttctibility  of  temper.  In  the  service  of  next  Friday  you  will ,  however^ 
take  notice  of  the  injunction  given  by  tbe  Liturgy :  *  And  all  the  people  shall  say 
•fter  the  Minister^  Turn  us  again,  O  Lord,  and  so  shall  we  be  turned.' "— Eb. 

t  The  Marquis  of  Granby,  in  a  letter  to  Lord  Chatham,  of  the  same  date,  states, 
thit  **  in  the  course  of  tbe  debate  Mr.  Fox  informed  the  House,  that  a  report 
(troDgly  obtained,  that  within  ten  days  France  bad  actually  signed  a  treaty  with 
the  Aaiericans,  acknowledging  their  independence,  and  entering  into  an  alliance 
with  them:  tbe  Ministers  remained  totally  silent, until  Sir  George  Saville  pressed 
the  question  to  Lord  North  in  so  direct  and  positive  a  manner,  that  at  last  he  con- 
ftved  *  that  be  bad  received  the  same  intelligence,  though  not  officially,  and  that 
therefore  he  coald  neither  affirm  nor  deny  tbe  authority  of  tbe  accoant"*— Ed. 


5S  THE  HON.  HORACE  WALPOLE 

forgiven— who  can  understand  such  a  transformation  7  I  must 
leave  you  in  all  your  wonderment ;  for  the  cloud  is  not  dispersed. 
When  it  shall  be,  I  doubt  it  will  discover  no  serene  prospect !  All 
that  remains  certain  is,  that  America  is  not  only  lost,  but  given  up. 
We  must  no  longer  give  ourselves  Continental  airs !  I  fear  even  our 
trident  will  find  it  has  lost  a  considerable  prong. 

I  have  lived  long,  but  never  saw  such  a  day  as  last  Tuesday! 
From  the  first,  I  augured  ill  of  this  American  war;  yet  do  not  sup- 
pose that  I  boast  of  my  penetration.  Far  was  I  from  expecting 
such  a  conclusion  !  Conclusion  I — y  sommes  nous  ?  Acts  of  Par- 
liament have  made  a  war,  but  cannot  repeal  one.  They  have  pro- 
voked— not  terrified;  and  Washington  and  Gates  have  respected  the 
Speaker's  mace  no  more  than  Oliver  Cromwell  did. 

You  shall  hear  as  events  arise.  I  disclaim  all  sagacity,  and  pre- 
tend to  no  foresight.  It  is  not  an  Englishman's  tatent.  Even  the 
second-sight  of  the  Scots  has  proved  a  little  purblind. 

Have  you  heard  that  Voltaire  is  actually  in  Paris?*  Perhaps 
soon  you  will  learn  Freqch  news  earlier  than  I  can. 

What  scenes  my  letters  to  you  have  touched  on  for  eight-and- 
thirty  years !  I  arrived  here  at  the  eve  of  the  termination  of  my 
father's  happy  reign.  The  Rebellion,  as  he  foresaw,  followed ;  and 
much  disgrace.  Another  war  ensued,  with  new  disgraces.  And 
then  broke  forth  Lord  Chatham's  sun ;  and  all  was  glory  and  exten- 
sive empire.  Nor  tranquillity  nor  triumph  are  our  lot  now  !  The 
womb  of  time  is  not  with  child  of  a  mouse,-^but  adieu !  I  shall 
probably  write  again  before  you  have  digested  half  the  meditations 
this  letter  will  have  conjured  up. . 


LETTEE  CCLXXX. 

Arlington  Street,  Marcb  5,  1778. 
Your  letter,  may  dear  sir,  which  I  received  two  days  ago,  is 
dated  the  7th  of  last  month ;  and  you  there  speajc  with  great  dis- 
trust of  seeing  Lady  Lucy  again.  I  fear  your  forebodings  were  too 
well  founded  ;  for  it  is  said  here  that  she  is  actually  dead.f  I  had 
heard  so  ten  days  ago,  but  flattered  myself  that  it  was  not  true.  Now 
I  see  it  mentioned  in  the  papers.  As  you  only  just  knew  her  enough 
to  love  and  lament  her,  I  am  sorry  you  ever  did  see  her!    Your 

*  Madame  da  Deffand  had  written  to  Walpole  on  the  10th — "  Voltaire  arrived 
here  yesterday,  at  four  in  the  aflernoon,  with  his  niece  Madame  Denis.  1  wrpte 
him  a  short  note,  to  which  he  has  returned  this  answer : — *  J'  arrive  mort,  et  je  ne 
veux  ressusciter  que  pour  me  jetter  aux  genoux  de  Madame  la  Marquise  du  Def- 
fand.' "—Ed. 

t  Lady  Lucy  Mann  died  in  Italy,  on  the  7th  of  January. 
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nephew  will  feel  the  loss  of  so  amiable  a  woman ;  and  yet  it  is  better 
for  him  that  it  is  over ;  as  he  was  only  witness  to  her  decay,  and 
perpetually  tortured  with*  fears  and^  doubts.  His  behaviour  his  exr 
ceedingly  honourable  to  him,  and  discovers  a  true  ManrCs  heart, — 
unluckily,  to  make  that  expressfon  just,  it  is  necessary  to  double  the 
9.  I  have  talked  to  you  ^philosophically  on  the  vanity  of  bein^  at- 
tached to  the  continuation  of  families ;  yet  it  is  so  natural,  and  I  am 
so  susceptible  of  that  vanity,  that  I  look  forward  to  your  nephew's 
marrying  again,  and  having  an  heir  to  Linton. 

You  will  have  been  impatient  for  the  consequences  of  Lord  North's 
Conciliatory  Plan.  The  substantial  consequences  canriot,  you  are 
sensible,  be  known  till  the  Commissioners  arrive  in  America,*  and 
return  the  answer  of  the  Congress ;  unless  their  departure  is  antici- 
pated by  some  strong  declaration  of  France  in  their  favour,  and 
which  would  render  a  treaty  hopeless:  many  expect  such  a  notifica- 
tion immediately.    I  am  grown  such  a  skeptic,  that  I  believe  nothing 

*  The  three  Coniroissioners  appointed  to  treat  of  the  means  of  quieting^  the  dis- 
orders ID  America,  were  the  Eari  ofCorlisle,  Mr.  Eden,  afterwards  Lord  Auckland, 
and  Governor  George  Johnstone.  They  left  England  in  April,  in  the  ship  Trident. 
In  a  letter  written  **  from  the  middle  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean,*'  to  his  friend  George 
Selwyn,  Lord  Carlisle  gives  the  following  graphic  description  of  the  situation  of 
the  Commissioners  :  *'This  is  the  first  of  May  ;  but  alas!  we  have  no  chimney- 
sweepers and  garlands;  no  milk-maids  dancing  before  us  !  We^have  Bo  music  but 
the  winds,  and  nothing  seems  inclined  to  dance  but  our  vessel.  Sea-sickness  is, 
I  flatter  myself,  got  the  better  of.  Conceive  our  dinner,  and  judge  of  our  comforts. 
To  keep  ourselves  close*  to  the  table,  it  is  necessary  to  hold  by  the  legs,  and  by  so 
doing  you  must  abandon  your  plate,  which  perhaps  is  flung,  hy  the  violence  of  the 
afaip^s  motion,  either  into  your  own  or  your  neighbour's  lap.  The  conveyance  of  a 
glain  to  your  month  is  no  easy  matter ;  but  it  requires  infinite  dexterity  m  the  ser- 
fSDt,  and  some  good  fortune,  to  bring  it  to  you.  Notwithstanding  all  this,  I  was  able 
to  attend  dinner  the  second  day,  though  it  blew  hard ;  and  am  now  so  little  affected  by 
the  rolling  of  the  ship,  that  I  hardly  know  when  I  am  reading,  whether  there  is  any 
motion  or  not.  Such  a  child  of  habit  is  man  !  Close  confinement  must  have  its  mo- 
ments of  melancholy.  A  walk  after  supper  tipon  deck,  the  dashing  of  the  sea,  the 
nocse  of  the  winds,  send  me  sometimes  to  bed,  with  thoughts  which  would  not  be 
pnidactive  of  rest,  unless  they  were  got  the  better  of  by  a  little  resolution.  You 
will  allow  the  contrast  is  strong  between  niy  present  situation  and  that  I  was  in 
some  days  ago.  You  know  the  wife  and  children  that  I  have  torn  myself  from,  and 
I  need  say  no  more  upon  this  8ubject.**--See  Selwyn  Correspondence,  vol.  iii.  p. 
279.  Frederick  Howard,  fifth  Earl  of  Carlisle,  the  writer  of  the  characteristic 
Itfter  above  quoted,  was  the  only  son  of  Henry,  fifth  Earl,  by  Isabella,  daughter  of 
William,  fifth  Lord  Byron.  In  1770,  he  had  married  Lady  Carolins,  daughter  of 
Granville  Leveson  Gower,  first  Marquis  of  StafiTord.  In  1798,  on  the  death  of  the 
^^  Lord  Byron,  he  was  appointed  guardian  of  the  great  Poet ;  who,  under  the  im- 
prewioa  that  his  relation  had  intentionally  slighted  him,  published  some  sarcasms 
Dpon  him  in  his  juvenile  poems,  which  he  afterwards  regretted,  and  thus  alludes  to 
IB  the  third  canto  of  Childe  Harold,  in  adverting  to  the  melancholy  fate  of  the  Hon. 
Frederick  Howard,  the  Earl's  youngest  son,  one  of  those  who  fell  gloriously  at 
Waterloo  :— 

<*  Their  praise  is  hymn*d  by  loftier  harps  than  mine; 
Yet  one  I  would  select  from  that  proud  throng. 
Partly  because  they  blend  me  with  his  line. 
And  partly  that  1  did  his  Sire  some  iwon^."— Ed. 
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but  facts  past  The  Bills  met  no  obstruction  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. They  are  to-day  before  the  Lords ;  where  I  suppose  they  ml\ 
experience  comments  rather  than  impediments.  The  intended  paci- 
fication is  not  very  popular,  yet  at  most  produces  low  murmurs.  The 
nation  has  leaped  from  outrageous  war  to  a  most  humiliating  suppli- 
cation for  peace,  with  as  little  emotion  as  one  passes  in  an  ague  from 
a  shivering  fit  to  a  burning  one ;  though  I  think  in  the  inverted  order, 
for  I  never  had  an  ague.  Methinks  the  patient's  being ^so  little  af- 
fected by  the  sudden  transition  looks  as  if  its  constitution  had  cod- 
tracted  the  insensibility  of  dotage.  Every  week  may  produce  an 
era ;  yet  I  think  nothing  very  important  will  happen  yet.  France 
has  patience  in  one  sense  of  the  word,  and  we  in  another ;  and  there- 
fore we  shall  bear  as  long  as  they /orJcar.  They  best  know  what 
term  they  have  set  to  their  inactivity;  my  whole  wisdom  consists  in 
abstaining  from  conjectures.  Penetration  is  a  fine  thing ;  a  genius 
now  and  then  looks  into  futurity ;  but  all  I  know  is,  that  I  have  no 
such  talent,  nor  believe  much  in  those  who  pretend  to  it.  My  old 
face,  like  the  one  of  Janus,  only  looks  back  I  the  young  one  may  look 
forward  to  what  will  belong  to  it,  and  youth  is  apt  to  think  it  sees  far: 
but  age  is  as  often  mistaken,  when  it  takes  its  experience  for  specta- 
cles ;  they  magnify  the  dim  eye  that  looks  through  them,  more  than 
the  objects  they  look  to. 

I  will  certainly  mention  you  at  our  little  Court,  when  they  return 
to  town.  At  present  they  are  gone  to  the  Duke's  lodge  in  the  New 
Forest  for  change  of  air.  Indeed,  it  seems  very  difficult  for' his 
Royal  Highness  to  find  a  situation  that  suits  him.  Heats  destroy 
him,  and  damps  are  as  bad.  He  caught  cold  above  a  month  ago, 
had  a  violent  cough,  and  the  asthma  frightfully  since.  It  is  a  terri- 
fying disorder  to  see;  yet  I  am  much  easier  when  he  suflfers  under  it, 
than  when  the  humour  falls  on  his  bowels.  If  he  does,  not  mend  in  the 
Forest,  they  will  make  a  voyage  to  Bordeaux  for  some  weeks  for  the 
benefit  of  the  sea-air,  and  return  when  the  great  heats  reign.  Mrs. 
Haywood  has  been  dying  of  a  fever — so  have  many  persons.  Sir 
Thomas  Hesketh  died  at  once  the  night  before  last — but  has  long 
been  dying.* 

The  principality  of  Auverquerquef  is  a  sort  of  Iricism.  King 
William  would  not  allow  the  Lords  Rochford  and  Grantham,  as  they 
were  illegitimate  branches  from  Prince  Maurice  and  Prince  Henry 
Frederic,  to  take  the  name  of  Nassau,  but  obliged  them  to  bear  those 
of  Zulestein  and  Auverquerque ;  after  his  death  they  assumed  that  of 
Nassau.  The  Duke  of  Marlborough  never  preferred  the  principality 
of  Mindleheim  to  his  duchy :  surely  an  English  peerage  with  substan-' 
tial  privilege  in  one's  own  country  is  more  dignified  than  a  nominal 
principality  in  another;  when  it  is  transferred  to  a  third  country,  it 

*  Thifl  is  one  of  Wal pole's  smariisms^  and  means,  that  though  Sir  Thomas  btd 
long  been  dying,  his  death  was  sudden  and  unexpected. — B. 

t  Lord  Cowper,  being  made  a  prince  of  the  Empire,  bad  a  mind  to  have  that  title;  i 
hif  mother  being  one  of  the  daughters  and  co-heiressea  of  Lord  Grantham.  i 
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M  Still  more  ridiCQloas.  I  wonder  Mademoiselle  Pitt  doesx  not  beg 
the  Pope  to  create  her  Princess  Fossani.  I  knew  a  foreigner  at 
Paris  who  had  a  madness  pf  wearing  the  orders  of  different  countries. 
He  was  forbidden  to  assume  the  Saint  Esprit,  but  indulged  in  every 
other  knighthood.  I  have  seen  him  at  the  theatres  by  turns  Knight  of 
the  Garter,  Bath,  Thistle,  Elephant,  &c.  &c.  We  had  once  a  mad 
Queen  Eli2at>eth  here,  who  on  the  first  day  of  the  session,  as  my  fa^ 
ther  was  coming  down  from  St.  James's,  gave  him  her  speech  and. 
ordered  him  to  read  it  to  her  Parliament; — it  was  not  Mrs.  Fitt,  I  as- 
sure you,  nor  Lady  Mary  Coke. 

Strawberry  Hill,  lOtfa. 
It  looks  very  much'  now  as  if  the  war  would  very  soon  make  itself. 
A  French  squadron  is  sailed  westward,  and  Captain  Digby  has  been 
despatched  with  another  in  pursuit  of  it.^  Seamen  are  not  apt  to  be 
so  formal  and  dilatory  as  plenipotentiaries.  The  passions  too  begin 
to  awaken.  The  City  grows  moody  again ;  the  Stocks  fall ;  the 
Ministers  are  Warmly  pressed  in  both  Houses.  The  new  loan  of  six 
millions  does  not  take  kindly.  The  bended  knee  to  America  does 
not  please.  Dr.  Franklin  boasts  that 'Philadelphia  will  be  starved 
into  a  Burgoynism.  Lord  Temple  seems  to  snuiF confusion  and  is  come 
forth  again,  and  spoke  against  the  conciliatory  biils.f  Last  year  he 
entrapped  John  the  Painter ;  I  suppose  he  solves  these  inconsistencies 
by  constancy  to  sdf.  In  that  light,  how  uniform  has  his  whole  life 
been ;  though  every  brother  and  every  friend  has  been  sacrificed  to 
his  passions  1  -I,  who  sit  aloof  from  the  conflict,  see  these  things 
as  they  are;  and  should  behold  them  with  indiflerence,  if  the  general 
want  of  principle  were  not  a  worse  indication  of  approaching  ruin 
than  the  concomitant  circumstances.  All  men  see  a  prospect  of 
rising  on  confusion  :  no  man  reflects  that  want  of  virtue  cannot  cor- 
rect what  the  want  of  it  has  occasioned.    Adieu ! 
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March  17, 1778. 

I  HAVE  scarce  a  moment's  time  to  write,  and  it  is  only — what  an  only  t 

— to  tell  you  that  the  French  Ambassador  notified  to  Lord  Weymouth 

on  Friday,  that  his  Court  had  concluded  a  treaty  of  commerce  and 

amity  with  the  independent  States  of  America ;  but  had  had  the  a<- 

*  It  appeara,  by  a  letter  from  Dr.  Franklin,  dated  Paasy,  Febniary  21,  tbat  se ve- 
nt American  ships,  loaded  with  stores  for  the  Congress,  were  about  to  sail  under 
the  convoy  of  a  French  squadron. — Ed* 

t  Lord  Temple  is  stated,  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Vaughan  to  Dr.  Franklin,  to  have 
"reprobated  the  concessions,  and  equally  the  mad,  foolish  ministers,  who  could 
oeither  keep  peace,  oMike  war.  nor  negotiate  peace  again :  he  wanted  a  treaty  with- 
out Parliament,  and  preliminaries  settled  before  coocesaioD."— £d. 
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tension  not  to  make  it  an  exclusive  treaty :  sol  we  may  trade  mih 
America,  if  America  will  condescend  to  trade  with  us.  I  doubt  there 
were  some  words  of  France  not  being  disposed  to  be  molested  in 
their  commerce  with  their  new  friends.  In  consequence  of  that  de? 
claration,  Lord  Stormont's  recall  'was  sent  off  that  night.  To-day 
the  Ministers  are  to  acquaint  both  Houses  with  the  insult ;  ahd,  I 
suppose^  intend  to  be  addressed  with  vows  of  support.*  .The  Stocks, 
not  being  members  of  Parliament,  do  not  vote  for  war,  nor  behave 
like  heroes. — Alas  !  I  am  ashamed  of  irony.  Neither  do  I  love  to  send 
my  auguries  through  every  post-house.  However,  every  one  roust 
know-  that  a  French  war  is  not  exactly  a  compensation  for  the  loss 
of  America,  We,  the  herd,  the  AchivU  must  take  the  beyerage  our 
rulers  brew  for  us ;  and  we  that  can,  must  console  ourselves,  with  not 
having  contributed  to  the  potion.  I  believe  it  will  be  a  Jbitter  one; 
but  I  should  be  still  less  tranquil,  if  I  had  furnished  a  drop. 

I  have  received  your  melancholy  letter  on  poor  Lady  Lucy's  death, 
and  had  written  to  you  on  it  before,  nor  will  open  the  wound  again. 
Our  situation  will  remove  that  cloud  and  fill  your  mind  with  others. 

Europe  is  going  again  to  be  atheatre  of  blood,  as  America  has  been. 
The  Emperor  and  Prussia  are  going,  I  think  have  begun  war  1  'Tis 
endless  to  moralize ;  human  hfe  is  forced  to  do  so,  but  en  pure  perU. 
The  system  changes,  not  the  consequences.  Force  was  the  first  great 
arbitress  of  human  affairs.  The  shrewd  observed,  that  An  could 
counteract  and  control  Strength — and  for  a  long  time  Policy  ruled. 
But,  Policy  having  exhau^ed  all  its  resources,  and  having  been  de- 
tected in  them  all.  Impudence  restored  Force,  which  is  now  sole 
governess.  She  seized  and  shared  Poland,  and  now  sets  up  the  same 
right  to  Bavaria.  We  tried  the  plan  in  America,  but  forgot  we  had 
not  that  essential  to  the  new  jus  gentium,  a  hundred  thousand  men, 
and  that  our  Bavariat  was  on  t'other  side  of  the  Atl^intic.  I  hope  the 
ocean,  that  was  against  us  there,  will  be  our  friend  at  home  I 

Adieu !  This  is  a  new  chapter  in  our  correspondence.  I  will 
write  as  events  rise  ;  you  must  excuse  me  if  I  have  not  always  time, 
as  1  have  not  a{  present,  to  make  my  letters  long  in  proportion  to  the 
matter.  ^ 


LETTER  CCLXXXIL 

March  27. 1778. 
The  war  is  not  yet  arrived,  though  it  is  certainly  at  next  door,  for 
France  laid  an  embargo  on  all  our  vessels  in  their  ports ;  one  may 

*  A  measagfe  from  the  Kin^f,  to^rether  with  a  copy  of  the  Declaration  delivered 
by  the  French  Ambasaador  to  Lord  Weymouth,  had  this  day  been  presented  to  both 
Houaea,  and  an  Address  of  Thanks  agreed  ta  Orders  were  also  sent  to  our  Ambas- 
sador, Lord  Storaiont,  to  withdraw  from  the  Court  of  France.7-ED. 

t  The  Emperor  and  the  King  of  Prussia  were  at  war;  the  Emperor  claiming  part 

the  domains  of  the  late  Elector  of  Bavaria. 
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call  it,  seized  them.  Lord  Stormont  himself,  though  got  to  Boulogne, 
is  forced  to  stay  there  for  want  of  conveyance,  or  raiust  come  round 
by  Holland.  This  made  us  stare  a  little  two  days  ago ;  but  last  night 
i  heard  that  this  hostility  is  conditional,  and  only  a  boisterous  way  of 
wrenching  out  of  our  hands  the  Kouli  Khan,  a  French  ship  that  we 
had  taken,  and  that  Monsieur  de  Noailles  had  reclaimed  without  suc- 
cess. I  doubt  we  shall  take  and  give  so  many  of  these  slaps,  that  the 
declaration  of  war  may,  to  save  trouble,  be  reserved  to  the  peace; 
and  then,  as  Hamlet  says, 

the  funeral  baked  meats 
Will  coldly  furoish  forth  the  marriage  tables. 

There  was  a  report,  too,  that  Spain  wpuld  send  us  a  notification 
of  hajping  made  a  treaty  with  the  Americans  also;  but  this  is  contra- 
dicted, and  their  new  Ambassador,  Almadovar,  is  said  to  have  re- 
ceived orders  to  come  to  us  forthwith.  In  short,  rumours  of  wars  be- 
get a  thousand  other  reports.  The  town  has  expected  a  restoration 
of  Lord  Chatham ;  but  that  notion  has  subsided  too.  The  best  thing  I 
do  know  is,  that  we  are  very  seriously  occupied  in  defending  our** 
selves.  No  more  troops  are  to  go  to  America ;  we  are  collecting 
our  whole  force;  the  neW-raised  regiments  wilt  have  been  an  advan- 
tageous addition,  as  they  were  not  embarked;  and  the  militia,  which 
is  complete  in  every  county  but  two,  is  to  take  the  field.  As  to 
America,  it  will  certainly  retain  its  seat  among  the  sovereignties  of 
this  world ;  so,  Columbus's  invasion  begins  to  be  set  aside;  and  one 
qaarter  of  the  slobe  will  not  be  held  in  commendam  by  another !  Im- 
agination could  expatiate  widely  on  that  chapter — but  what  have  I 
to  do  with  a  new  sera  in  the  annals  of  mankind  ! 

Our  own  old  continent,  that  has  so  long  been  ravaged  by  ambition, 
is  not  yet  abandoned  to  the  comfort  of  decay.  Yet  ono  now  hears 
that  hostilities  between  the  Emperor  and  Prussia  have  not  commenced, 
as  was  said.  I  doubt  that  imperial  philosopher,  who  scattered  so 
many  humane  apophthegms  last  year  at  Paris,  is  a  little  too  impa- 
tient to  employ  his  Austrian  talons.  What  a  farce  to  visit  hospitals, 
when  one  thinks  of  nothing  but  stocking  them  with  maimed  carcases ! 
What  buckets  of  blood  it  costs,  before  a  Prince  takes  his  place  at  the 
table  of  Fame,  that  might  be  earned  So  nnuch  better  by  benevolence! 
The  enemies  of  mankind  arrogate  what  is  due  only  to  the  friends. 

I  was  going  on  perhaps  in  a  string  of  moralities,  but  was  interrupt- 
ed by  Dr.  Monro;  who  came  to  tell  me  that  Lord  Orford  is  come  to 
himself.  This  is  such  a  deliverance  to  me,  that  I  cannot  think  of  any 
consequences :  indeed,  I  do  not  care  about  them.  Pray  notify  this 
lucid  interval  to  the  excellent  Signora  Madre.    Adieu ! 
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Thursday,  April  9th,  177a 
I  AH  not  going  to  announce  more  war  than'  by  my  last :  it  seems 
to  sleep,  like  a  paroli  at  Faro,  and  be  reserved  for  another  deal 
Though  1  write  oftener  than  usual,  I  have  not  a  full  cargo  every  time ; 
but  I  have  two  novel  events  to  send  you.  The  newspapers  indeed 
anticipate  many  of  my  articles ;  but,  as  I  suppose  you  pay^  me  the 
compliment  of  opening  my  letters  before  the  Gazettes,  I  shall  be  the 
first  to  inform  you,  though  but  by  five  minutes*  Lord  Chatham  has 
again  appeared  in  the  House  of  Lords,  and  probably  for  the  last  time. 
He  was  there  on  Tuesday  against  the  earnest  remonstrance  of  bis 
physician ;  and,  I  think,  only  to  make  confusion  worse  confounded. 
He  had  intended  to  be  very  hostile  to  the  Ministers,  and  yet  to  force 
himself  into  all  their  places  by  maintaining  the  sovereignty  of  Ame- 
rica, to  which  none  of  the  Opposition  but  his  own  few  followers 
adhere;  and  they  cannot,  like  a  strolling  company  in  a  barn,  fill  all 
the  parts  of  a  drama  with  four  or  five  individuals.  It  appeared  early 
in  his  speech  that  he  had  lost  himself;  he  did  not  utter  half  he  intend* 
ed,  and  sat  down  :  but  rising  to*  reply  to  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  he 
fell  down  in  an  apoplectic  fit,  and  was  thought  dead.    They  trans- 

fiorted  him  into  the  Jerusalem  Chamber,  and  laid  him  on  a  table, 
n  twenty  minutes  he  recovered  his  senses,  and  was  carried  to  a  mes- 
senger's house  adjoining,  where  he  still  remains.  The  scene  was 
very  affecting;  his  two  sons,  and  son-in-law,  Lord  Mahon,  were 
round  him.  The  House  paid  a  proper  mark  of  respect  by  adjourning 
instantly.* 

The  same  incertitude  remains  on  our  general  situation.  I  pretend 
to  tell  you  facts  only,  not  reasonings ;  and  therefore  will  say  no  more 
now  on  the  public. "  One  event,  indeed,  of  Parliamentary  complexion 
touches  my  private  feelings  very  particularly.  The  King  has  de- 
manded a  provision  for  his  younger  children,  and  has  been  so  good 
as  to  add  the  Duke's  to  the  list — ^.nobly  too,  both  from  the  proportion 
of  the  allowance,  and  the  circumstances  of  the  times.  The  King's 
sons  are  to  have  ten  thousand  a-year  each,  his  daughters  six,  Prince 
William  eight,  and  Princess  Sophia  four.f  Thus  both  income  and 
rank  are  ascertained.    This  is  a  great  thorn  extracted  from  all  bur 

*  On  the  6th  of  April,  Lord  Chatham  had  addressed  a  note  to  the  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond, expressive  of  his  concern  at  finding  himself  under  so  very  wide  a  diffet&ace 
with  his  Grace,  as  between  the  sovereignty  and  allegiance  of  America,  that  he  des- 
paired of  bringing  about  successfully  any  honourable  issue.  He  added,  that  '*  he  was 
inclined  to  try  it,  before  this  bad  grew  worse,  and  hoped  to  be  in  town  on  the  mor- 
row." Accordingly,  on  the  morrow,  Lord  Chatham  appeared  in  the  House  of  Lords 
for  the  last  time;  when  the  affecting  scene  above  described  took  place. — See.  Chat- 
ham Correspondence,  vol.  iv.  p.  548. — Ed. 

t  A  message  from  the  King  to  this  effect  had  been  bronght  down  to  the  House  of 
Commons  by  Lord  North  oo  the  8th  of  ApriL^Ev. 
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sides,  and  I  trdst  will  have  good  influeDce  on  his  Royal  Highnesses 
health. 

I  was  dibdrrassffd  (not  in  so  comfortable  a  way)  of  my  nephew. 
He  has  resumed,  the  entire  dominion  of  himself,  and  is  gone  into  the 
country  and  intends  to  command  the  militia.  I  have  done  all  I 
could;  when  scarce  any  thing  was  in  my  power,  to  prevent  it;  but 
in  vain.  He  has  even  asked  to  be  a  major-general,  which  officers  of 
militia  cannot  be.  What  a  humiliation  to  know  he  is  thus  exposing 
himself,  and  not  dare  to  interpose  1  Yet  he  is  not  ignorant  of  his  si- 
tuation. He  said  the  other  day  to  his  Dalilah,  speaking  of  Dr.  Mon- 
ro, "  Patty,  I  like  this  doctor !  don't  you  ?  We  will  have  him  next 
time"  What  an  amazing  compost  of  sense^insensibility,  and  phren^ 
zy  i    Adieu ! 
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Strawberry  Hill,  May  9, 177a 
As  I  have  engaged  myself  to  stock  your  impatience  with  frequent 
intelligence,  you  may  think  a  month's  interval  a  breach  of  promise ; 
bat  though  I  write  to  display  my  diligence,  it  is  not  to  convey  any 
event.  You  yourself  have  told  us  ail  the  fact  we  know;  at  least,  the 
newspapers  have  done  you  the  honour  of  sending  the  information  of 
the  sailing  of  the  Toulon  squadron — not  in  terms;  but  they  say  an 
express  arrived  from  Sir  H.  Mann  without  eating,  drinking,  or  sleep- 
ing ;  and  we  know  nothing  else — I  mean  we,  the  people, — that  cor- 
responds with  the  date  of  such  importance. .  rray  can  you  tell 
whether  our  fleet  is  gone  after  it?  For  the  newspapers  would  per- 
suade us  that  Lord  Sandwich  has  detained  it  at  Portsmouth,  to  di- 
vert their  Majesties,  as  if  they  loved  shows  better  than  doniinions.* 

We  shall  be  in  no  want  of  sights  this  summer ;  every  county  will 
have  a  camp  of  its  own;  the  coasts  will  be  amused  wit|i  sieges.  An 
American  privateer  has  altempfted  Whitehaven,  and  plundered  Lord 
Selkirk's  house.t    This  is  a  little  ungrateful,  for  the  Americans  cer- 

*  To  stiroalate  tho  seamen  and  artifloera  at  their  difFerent  occupations,  the  King 
and  Queen  visited  tlie  dock-yards  and  shipping  at  Chatham,  Sheerneas,  and  Ports- 
mouth. At  the  latter  place,  thef  remained  a  week ;  during  which  time  the  King 
held  a  levee  on  boar(rAdmira]  KeppePs  ship,  the  Prince  George. — Ed. 

t  This  privateer  was  commanded  by  the  celebrated  Paul  Jones,  a  native  of  SeI-> 
kirk,  who,  going  to  America  when  very  young,  became  a  denizen  of  that  country. 
On  tho  23rd  of  April,  be  made  a  descent  at  Whitehaven ;  where  he  destroyed  the 
flipping  in  the  harbour.  He  afterwards  landed  on  the  western  coast  of  Scotland, 
tad  pillaged  the  house  of  Lord  Selkirk,  near  Kirkcudbright,  of  plate,  jewels,  and 
other  moveables  of  value.  The  Earl  was  in  London,  but  his  lady  and  family  were 
io  the  house.  It  is  said  that  Jones's  design  was  against  the  liberty,  and  not  the 
property  of  his  lordship,  and  that  he  purchased  the  booty  from  his  crew  and  returned 
It  to  the  Countess.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  soch  was  the  fact ;  as  Dr.  Frank- 
lin, in  a  letter  addressed  to  him  from  Passy,  on  the  27th  of  May,  says,  **  I  received 
yours  of  the  Idth,  enclosing  one  for  the  Countess  of  Selkirk,  which  I  forward  this 

6* 
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tainly  owe  their  independence  to  the  Scots ;  though,  to  be  sure,  in  ^ 
strictness  at  was  not  what  the  Scots  intended  for  them.  They  have 
done,  or  will  do  us  some  good  too,  though  perhaps  with  as  little  de- 
sign ;  for  I  think  we  shall  be  forced  to  come  to  our  senses.  Great 
countries  ought  always  to  be  physicked  and  dieted  after  long  peace 
or  a  course  of  victories ;  for  prosperity  either  breeds  humours  in  the 
body,  or  flies  to  the  head :  the  first  produce  tumours,  and  the  latter 
absolute  madness. 

Lord  Chatham  has  been  at  the  point  of  death,  but  is  said  to  be 
better.  It  is  not  very  likely,  however,  that  he  should  recover  enough 
to  come  forth  again.  You  tell  me  his  sister  is  at  Florence.  Her 
friends,  the  Butes,  have  a  new  calamity  in  their  family,  for  which  I 
pity  them :  Lady  Percy  is  enceitUc,  and  the  suit  for  a  divorce  is  com- 
menced.*  Lady  Bute  has  been  very  unfortunate  in  her  children, 
though  there  never  was  a  better  or  more  discreet  mother.  Lady 
Percy  is  very  weak ;  and  some  time  ago,  when  Lady  Bute  received 
some  intimation  on  her  conduct,  she  said,  "  Upon  my  word,  I  have 
not  room  in  my  head  for  that  misfortune !'' 

Though  I  write  this  on  the  Saturday,  it  cannot  depart  till  Tuesday. 
Probably,  I  shall  have  little  to  add.  Next  month  will  be  more  prolific 
of  intelligence.  Yet  make  no  account  of  my  auguries.  I  have  lived 
too  long,  and  have  been  too  oAen  mistaken  in  my  calculations,  to  trust 
my  own  reason  or  that  of  others.  Half  our  conjectures  are  built  on 
Ignorance,  and  her  sister  €hance  governs  the  rest.  My  mind  is  a 
little  one,  and  apt  to  fluctuate.  I  answer  for  nothing  but  my  principles, 
and  never  committed  them  to  the  guidance  of  events;  so,  tnough  my 
letters  may  have  been  affected  by  the  weather  glass,  the  sum  total  has 
been  uniform.  I  have  hoped  or  feared ;  but  always  in  the  same  spirit-— 
the  liberty  and  happiness  of  England. 

Arlington  Street,  11th. 
I  must  unsay  a  material  passage  in  my  letter:  Ijord  Chatham  died 
this  morning  If  I  am  of  opinion  that  Lord  Temple  died  at  the  same 
moment,  or  nad  better  think  he  did.  We  shall  nave  opportunities  of 
seeing  whether  the  mantle  of  the  former  is  descended  upon  any  body! 
Lord  Shelburne  will  probably  pretend  that  it  was  a  legacy  to  him; 
but,  without  Lord  Chatham's  fortune  too,  a  c/ooik  will  be  of  little  use. 
Weill  with  all  his  defects,  Lord  Chatham  will  be  a  capital  historic 
figure.^      France  dreaded  his  cratch   to  this  very  moment;   but  I 

day  by  way  of  Holland,  as  you  desire.  It  is  a  gallant  letter,  and  must  give  her 
ladyship  a  high  and  just  opinioD  of  your  generosity  and  nobleness  of  mind.** — Ed. 

*  Earl  Percy  first  married,  in  July  1764,  Lady 'Anne  Stuart,  third  daughter  of 
the  Earl  of  Bute;  by  whom  he  had  no  issue,  and  from  whom  be  was  divorced  in 
1779.  In  the  same  year,  he  married  Frances- Julia,  third  daughter  of  the  late  Peter 
Burrell,  Efq.,  and  sister  to  Lord  Gwydir. — ^Ed. 

t  The  Earl  of  Chatham  died,  at  bis  seat  at  Hayes,  on  the  11th  of  April.  He  had 
not  quite  completed  his  seventieth  year. — Ed. 

X  Mr.  Burke,  in  bis  celebrated  speech  on  American  taxation,  in  alluding  to  Lord 
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dottbt  she  do^  not  think  that  it  has  left  a  stick  of  the  wood  !-^no  of- 
fence to  Mrs.  Anne*  who^  I  allow,  has  ^eat  parts,  afnd  not  less  ambi- 
tion: but  Fortune  did  not  treat  her  as  a  twin. 

Tuesday  morDing. 
Last  night  the  House  of  Commons  voted  a  funeral  and  monument  to 
Lord  Chatham  at  the  public  expense,  and  the  members  are  to  walk  at 
the  burial. 


LETTER  CCLXXXV.  ^ 

Strawberry  Hill,  May  81, 177& 
I  AM  forced  to  look  at  the  dates  I  keep  of  my  letters,  to  see  what 
e?eotB  I  have  or  haye  not  told  you  ;  for  at  this  crisis  somethipg  happens 
erery  day;  though  nothing  very  striking  since  the  death  of  Lord  Gnat- 
ham,  mth  whicn  I  closed  my  last.  No  ? — yes,  but  there  has.  All 
Eiu'land,  which  had  abandoned  him,  found  out,  the  moment  his  eyes 
weft  closed,  that  nothing  but  Lord  Chatham  could  have  preserved 
them.  How  lucky  for  him  that  the  experiment  cannot  be  made! 
Grief  is  fond,  and  ^ef  is  generous.  The  Parliament  will  bury  him; 
the  City  bogs  the  honour  of  being  his  grave ;  and  the  important  ques- 
tion is  not  yet  decided,  whether  he  is  to  lie  at  Westminster  or  in  St. 
Paul's;  on  which  it  was  well  said,  that  it  would  be  robbing  Peter  to 
pay  Paul.*  An  annuity  of  four  thousand  pounds  is  settled  on  the  title 
of  Chatham,  and  twenty  thousand  pounds  allotted  to-  pay  his  debts. 
The  Opposition  and  the  Administration  disputed  seaM  and  neither  care 
a  straw  about  him.  He  is  ah^ady  as  much  forgotten  as  John  of 
Gaunt. 

GoDeral  Burgoyne  has  succeeded  and  been  the  topic,  and  for  two 
days  engrossed  the  attention  of  the  House  of  Commons  ;  and  probably 
will  be  heard  of  no  more.  He  was  even  forgotten  for  three  hours 
while  he  was  on  the  tapis,  by  a  violent  quarrel  between  Temple  Lut- 
trell,  a  brother  of  the  Duchess  of  Cumberland,  and  Ix)rd  Greorge  Ger- 
iaain;f  but  the  public  has  taken  afifection  for  neither  them  nor  the  Ge- 

Chttham,  describes  him  as  '*  a  great  and  celebrated  name ;  a  name  that  keeps  the 
ttme  of  his  country  respected  in  every  part  of  the  glebe  ;  it  may  be  truly  called 

Clarum  et  venerabile  nomen 
Gentibus,  et  multum  nostrs  quod  proderat  urbi." — Ed. 

*  Tbe  House  bad  voted,  that  the  remains  of  Lord  Chatham  should  be  interred  in 
the  collegiate  church  of  St  Peter's,  Westminster ;  upon  which,  the  Common  Coun- 
cil petitioned  that  they  might  be  deposited  in  St.  Paul's  as  a  mark  of  their  gratitude 
>ad  veneration.— Ed. 

t  On  General  Burgoyne's  return  to  England,  on  his  parole,  in  May,,  the  King 
Knned  to  see  htm,  and  he  in  vain  solicited  a  court-martial.  Under  these  circuro- 
lUnces,  he  threw  himself  upon  Parliament,  and  a  motion  was  made  in  the  House  of 
ComiDons,  on  tbe  26th,  for  an  inquiry  into  the  Convention  at  Saratoga;  which  was 
got  rid  of  by  the  previous  question.    Mr«  Temple  Luttrell,  in  the  course  of  the  de- 


68  ^  THE  HON.  HORACE  WALPOLE  ' 

neral ;  beinr  much  more  disposed  at  present  X6  hale  than  to  love-* 
except  the  dead.  It  will  be  well  if  the  ill-humour,  which  increases, 
does  not  break  out  into  overt  acts. 

I  know  not  what  to  say  of  war.  The  Toulon  sauadron  was  cer- 
tainly blown  back.  That  of  Brest  is  supposed  to  be  aestined  to  invade 
some  part  of  this  country  or  Ireland ;  or  rather,  it  is  probahle,  will  at- 
tempt our  fleet.  In  my  opinion,  there  is  no  great  alacrity  in  France— 
I  mean,  in  the  Court  of  France— for  war ;  and,  as  we  havd  had  time  for 
great  preparations,  their  eagerness  will  not  increase.  We  shall  suffer 
as  much  as  they  can  desire  by  the  loss  of  America,  without  their  risk, 
and  in  a  few  years  shall  be  able  to  give  them  no  umbrage;  espedally 
as  our  frensy  is  still  so  strong,  that,  if  France  left  us  at  quiet,  I  am 
persuaded  we  should  totally  exhaust  ourselves  in  pursuing  the  vision  of 
reconquest  Spain  continues  to  disclaim  hostility,  as  you  told  me.  K 
the  report  is  true  of  revolts  in  Mexico,  they  would  be  as  good  as  a 
bond  under  his  Catholic  Majesty's  hand. 

We  shall  at  least  not  doze,  as  we  are  used  to  do,  in  summer.  The 
Parliament  is  to  have  only  short  adjournments ;  and  our  senators,  in- 
stead of  retiring  to  horse-races  {Oieir  plough,)  are  all  turned  soldiers, 
and  disciplining  militia.  Camps  every  where,  and  the  ladies  \rPih» 
uniform  of  their  husbands!  In  short,  if  the  dose  is  not  too  strong,  s 
little  adversity  would  not  be  quite  unseasonable.— A  little  I  you  will 
cry ;  why  what  do  you  call  the  loss  of  America  ?  Oh !  my  dear  sir,  do 
you  think  a  capital  as  enormous  as  London  has  its  nerves  affected  by 
what  happens  beyond  the  Atlantic  ?  What  has  become  of  all  your 
reading  ?  There  is  nothing  so  unnatural  as  the  feelings  of  a  million 
of  persons  who  live  together  in  one  city/  They  have  not  one  concep- 
tion like  those  in  villages  and  in  the  country.  They  presume  or  des- 
pond from  quite  different  motives.  They  have  both  more  sense  and 
less,  than  those  who  are  not  in  contact  with  a  multitude.  Wisdom 
forms  empires,  but  folly  dissolves  them ;  and  a  great  capital^  which 
dictates  to  the  rest  of  the  community,  is  always  the  last  to  perceive 
the  decays  of  the  whole,  because  it  takes  its  own  greatness  for  health.* 

Lord  Holdernesset  is  dead ;  not  quite  so  considerable  a  pei^onage  as 
he  once  expected  to  be,  though  Nature  never  intended  nim  for  any 
thing  that  he  was.  The  Chancellor,  another  child  of  Fortune,  quits 
the  Seals  ;|  and  they  are,  or  are  to  be,  given  to  the  Attorney-General, 
Thurlow,  whom  no  body  will  reproach  with  want  of  abilities. 

iNite,  having  made  a  personal  attack  on  Lord  George  Germain,  who  replied,  that 
**  old  as  be  was,  be  would  meet  that  fighting  gentleman  and  be  revenged/'  the 
Houae  interfered ;  and  Mr.  Luttrell  waa  about  to  be  taken  into  the  custody  of  the 
Sergeant-at-arma,  when  tho  affair  was  got  rid  of  by  both  parties  making  an  apology 
to  the  Houae,  and  engaging  that  the  dispute  should  go  no  farther.— Eo. 

*  When  Consuntipople  was  taken  by  Mahomet  XL,  the  wbole^mpire  of  the  East 
bad  been  long  reduced  to  the  capital  itaelf. 

t  Robert  Darcy,  last  Earl  of  Holdernesse,  bad  been  Ambassador,  Secretary  of 
State,  «nd  Grovemor  to  George  Prince  of  Walea.    [Afterwarda  George  IV.] 

I  Lord  Bathurat  reeigned  his  high  office  in  the  following  roonth,  and  in  Norem- 
1)er  1779  waa  appointed  Presuient  of  the  Council.    He  died  in  17d4«-*ED* 
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As  the  Parliament  will  rise  on  Tuesdaj^  you  will  not  expect  mj  let- 
ten  80  freqaentlj  aa  of  late,  especiallj  if  hostilities  do  not  commence. 
In  fact,  our  newspapers  tell  jou  every  thing  faster  than  I  can:  still  I  ^ 
vrite,  because  you  have  more  faith  in  my  intedligence  ;  yet  all  its  merit 
consists  in  my  not  telling^  you  fables.  I  hear  no  more  than  every  body 
does,  but  I  send  you  only  what  is  sterling ;  or,  at  least,  give  you  reports 
for  DO  more  than  they  are  worth.  I  believe  Sir  John  Dick  is  much  more 
punctual,  and  hears  more ;  but,  till  you  displace  me,  I  shall  execute  my 
office  of  being  your  gaxetteer. 

0 
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Strawberry  Hill,  June  16, 1778. 

As  I  have  just  received  yours  of  May  SOth,  I  will  begin  to  answer 
it,  though  I  wrote  to  you  on  the  first  of  this  month,  and  think  I  shall 
not  have  enough  additional  to  fill  a  whole  letter  yet 

The  public  imagined  there  would  have  been  some  changes*  on  the 
risil^oi  the  Parliament;  but  they  began  and  ended  in  the  Law,  and  with 
bestowing  the  three  vacant  Garters.  The  Toulon  squadron  is  certainly 
gone  to  America ;  if  to  Boston,  it  is  possiUe  with  the  immediate  view 
onlj  of  getting  sailors  and  two  ships  that  are  building  there  for  France. 
If  they  can  resist  the  temptation  of  burning  Halifax,  attacking  Lord 
Howe,  or  the  West  Indies,  they  are  as  great  philosophers  as  Sir  Wil- 
liam Howe,  who  has  twice  gazed  iat  General  Washington^  The  last 
ttcount  from  that  quarter  had  a  little  spirit  in  it ;  they  have  burnt  above 
brty  American  sloops  and  fry  in  the  Delaware.  For  these  last  days 
there  have  been  rumours  of  disposition  in  the  Americans  to  treat ; 
buttbey  do  qot  gain  much  credit.  Admiral  Byron  is  sailed  to  Ame- 
rica, and  Admiral  Keppel  is  at  sea.  At  home  we  are  spread  with 
camps.  This  is  all  that  amounts  to  facts,  o^  to  the  eggs  of  facts* 
Sir  William  Howe  is  expected  in  a  week  or  ten  days.  As  the  Par- 
liament is  not  sitting,  that  topic  may  be  suspended.  Next  we  are  to 
iwait  the  news  of  the  reception  of  the  Commissioners  ;t  perhaps, 

*  The  rumour  of  changers  in  the  Adminifitration  is  thus  adverted  to  in  a  letter 
from  James  Hare,  Esq.,  to  George  Selwyn,  of  the  27th  of  June :  "  A  great  part  of 
th«  Oppoaition  have  certainly  bad  offers  of  coming  in,  but  not  on  terms  that  tbey 
uke.  Charles  [Fox]  eats  and  driniia  and  talks,  and,  though  he  never  loses  sight  of  the 
^raaaory,  confesses  it  is  rather  a  distant  prospect  at  present.  I  do  tbiok  it  does 
oini,  or  ought  to  do  him,  great  credit,  that  under  aU  bis  distresses  he  never  thinks 
^  accepting  place  on  terms  that  are  in  the  least  degree  disreputable ;  and  I  assure 
Joo,  upon  my  honour,  that  he  has  had  very  flattering  offers  made  him  more  than 
ooce  of  late,  and  has  never  for  a  moment  hesitated  about  rejecting  them.'*  Sel- 
wyn Correspondence,  vol.  iii.  p.  292. — Ed.     ^ 

f  The  followinjg  interesting  account  of  the  ti^atment  of  ths  Commissioners  by 
^QOfress,  on  their  arrival  at  Philadelphia,  is  contained  in  a  letter  from  the  Earl  of 
Ciruile  to  George  Selwyn,  dated  Wednesday,  June  10th :  «*  We  arrived  at  this 
P«ce  after  a  voyage  of  six  weeks,  on  Saturday  last,  and  found  every  thing  here  in 
mt  ocMifiision ;  the  army  upon  the  point  of  leaving  the  to wn,^nd. about  three  thou- 
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their  return.  It  would  be  easy  to  dilate  reflections  on  all  this  sus-  i 
pense;  but  I  do  Dot  write  to  display  my  sagacity,  but  to  inform  you. 
The  meteor  of  the  reading  world  is  dead,  Voltaire.*  That  throne 
is  q|uite  vacant.  We  shall  see  whether  his  old  friend  of  Prussiaf 
mamtains  that  of  war«  or  cedes  it  to  a  yoiing.Csesar.l  He  seems  to 
me  to  be  aiming  at  a  more  artful  Qrown — that  of  policy;  and,  in  all 
probability,  will  attain  it;  at  least)  I  am  not  much  prejudiced  yet  io 
favour  of  his  competitor.  It  is  from  beyond  the  Atlantic  that  the 
world,  perhaps,  will  see  a  genins  revive.  They  seem  to  set  out  with 
a  politeness  with  which  few  empires  have  commencied.  We  have 
not  shown  ourselves  quite  so  civilized.  We  hectored  and  called 
names,  talked  fire  and  sword,  but  have  made  more  use  of  the  first 
than  of  the  second.  Our  Generals  beg  to  be  tried,  and  our  Ministers 
not  to  be  tried.  This  does  not  sound  well  when  translated  into  other 
languages.  For  my  part,  who  hold  that  Chance  has  much  more  to 
do  in  the  affairs  of  the  world  than  Wisdom,  I  wait  to  see  what  the 
first  will  ordain.  This  belief  is  a  sovereign  preservative  against 
despondency.  There  have  been  very  gloomy  moments  in  my  life; 
but  experience  has  shown  me,  either  that  events  do  not  correspond  to 
appearances,  or  that  I  have  very  little  shrewdness ;  and,  therefofe,  I 
can  resign  the  honour  of  my  penetration  with  satisfaction,  when  my 
foresight  augurs  ill.  If  Lord  Chatham  knew  that  he  should  conquer 
the  world,  or  Dr.'  Franklin  that  he  should  reduce  us  lower  than  Lord 
Chatham  found  us,  I  should  respect  their  penetration  indeed  !  Bat, 
without  detracting  from  their  spirit  or  abilities,  I  do  not  believe 
the  first  expected  half  the  success  he  met  with,  or  the  latter  half  the 
incapacity  that  has  been  exerted  against,  and,  consequently  for 
him. 

Band  of  the  miserable  inhabitants  embarked  on  board  our  ships  to  convey  them  from 
a  place  where  they  conceive  they  would  receive  no  mercy  from  those  who  will  take 
possession  after  usi  to  follow  the  army,  and  starve  when  we  can  no  longer  continue 
to  feed  them.  Our  letters  are  sent  to  Congress  this  morning.  We  have  thought 
fit  to  bring  forward  at  once  all  the  powers  delegated  to  us. — I  am  lodged  in  one  of 
the  best  houses  in  the  town ;  and,  indeed,  it  is  a  very  excellent  one,  perfectly  well 
furnished.  I  am  not,  I  own,  quite  at  my  ea6e;-for  coming  into  a  gentleman's  house 
without  asking  his  leave,  taking  possession  of  all  the  best  apartments,  and  placing 
a  couple  of  sentries  at  the  door,  using  his  plate,  &c.  &c.  are  very  repugnant  to  my 
disposition.  I  make  him  and  his  wife  a  v'mi  every  day ;  talk  politics  with  them; 
and  we  are  the  best  friends  in, the  world.  They  are  very  agreeable,  sensible  people, 
and  you  never  would  be  out  of  their  company. — I  have  this  morning,  at  five  o'clock, 
been  taking  a  ride  into  the  country,  about  ten  miles;  grieved  am  I  to  say,  eight 
miles  beyond  our  possessions.  Our  lines  extend  only  two,  and  the  provincial  army 
is  posted  very  strongly  about  six  and  twenty  miles  distant.  We  have  had  no  answer 
from  the  Congress.  They  may  send  us  one  to  New  York ;  for  which  place  we  roost 
instantly  embark.  Things  go  ill,  and  will  not  go  better.  We  have  done  our  duty; 
so  we  ought  not  to  be  involved  with  those  who  have  lost  this  country***  Selwyn 
Correspondence,  vol.  iii.  p.  283. — Eo. 

*  In  consequence  of  the  refusal  of  the^rchbishop  of  Paris  to  allow  Voltaire 
Chrrstian  sepulture,  his  body,  after  being  embalmed,  was  interred  in  the  Benedic- 
tine Abbey  of  Scellidi'es,  io  the  diocess  of  Troyes ;  whence  it  was  brought  in  1791, 
by  a  decree  of  the  National  Assembly,  and  interred  at  St.  G^n6vi^ve.-^ED. 

t  Frederick  IIL  ^  X  The  Emperor  Joseph  IT. 
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Strawberry  Hill,  July  7, 1778. 

Yoa  tell  me  in  yours  of  the' 23rd  of  last  month,  which  I  received 
fo-day,  that  my  letters  are  nefcessary  to  your  tranquillity.  That  is 
sufficient  to  make  me  write,  though  I  have  nothing  very  positive  to 
tell  you.  I  did  not  mention  Admiral  Keppel's  skirmish  with  and  cap- 
ture of  two  frigates  of  the  Brest  squadron  ;*  not  because  I  thought  it 
trifliDg,  but  concluding  it  would  produce  immediate  declaration  of 
war;  and,  for  the  fact  itself,  I  knew  both  our  papers  and  the  French 
would  anticipate  me.  Indeed,  Sir  John  Dick  has  talked  to  me  so  much 
of  his  frequency  and  punctuality  with  you,  that  I  might  have  con- 
cluded he  would  not  neglect  so  public  an  event ;  not  that  I  trust  to 
any  body  else  for  sending  you  intelligence. 

No  Declaration  has  followed  on  either  side.  I,  who  know  nothing 
but  what  every  body  knows,  am  disposed  to  hope  that  both  nations' 
are  grown  rational ;  that  is  humane  enough  to  dislike  carnage.  Both 
Kings  are  pacific  by  nature,  and  the  voice  of  Europe  now  prefers 
legislators  to  heroes,  which  is  but  a  name  for  destroyers  of  their 
apecies. 

It  is  true,  we  are  threatened  with  invasion.  You  ask  me  why  I 
•eem  to  apprehend  less  than  formerly?  For  many  reasons.  In  the 
first  place,  I  am  above  thirty  years  older.  Can  one  fear  any  thing  in 
the  dregs  of  life  as  at  the  beginning  7  Experience,  too,  has  taught 
me  that  nothing  happens  in  proportion  to  our  conceptions.  I  have 
learat,  too,  exceedingly  to  undervalue  human  policy.  Chance  and 
folly  counteract  most  of  its  wisdom.  From  the  M^moires  de  Noa- 
illes  I  have  learnt,  that,  between  the  years  1740  and  1750,  when  I, — 
*y,  and  my  Lord  Chesterfield  too, — had  such  gloomy  thoughts,  France 
was  trembling  with  dread  of  us.  These  are  general  reasons.  My 
particular  ones  are,  that,  if  France  meditated  a  considerable  blow, 
>he  has  neglected  her  opportunity.  Last  year,  we  had  neither  army 
nor  a  manned  fleet  at  home.  Now,  we  have  a  larger  and  better  ar- 
my than  ever  we  had  in  the  island,  and  a  strong  fleet.  Within  these 
three  days,  our  West-India  and  Mediterranean  fleets,  for  which  we 
have  been  in  great  pain,  are  arrived,  and  bring  not  only  above  two 
millions,  but  such  a  host  of  sailors  as  will  supply  the  deficiencies  in 
our  anequipped  men-of-war.  The  country  is  covered  with  camps ; 
General  Conway,  who  has  been  to  one  of  them,  speaks  with  astonish- 
ment of  the  fineness  of  the  men,  of  the  regiments,  of  their  discipline  and 
manoeuvring.  In  short,  the  French  Court  has  taught  all  our  young 
nobility  to  be  soldiers.    The  Duke  of  Grafton,  who  was  the  most  in- 

*  Lt  Ltcome  and  La  Belle  Poale.  From  papers  taken  on  board  theae  frigates, 
Admiral  Keppel  found  to  bis  astonishment,  that  the  French  had  thirty-two  sail  of 
the  line,  besides  ten  or  twelve  frij^ates,  in  Brest  Roads.  He  also  found  written 
oidexB,  **not  to  molest  that  useful  navigattr,  Captain  Cook,  on  any  account  what- 


72  THE  HON.  HORACE  WALPOLE 

doleht  of  ministers,  is  the  most  indefatigable  of  officers.  For  my 
part,  I  am  almost  afraid  that  there  will  be  a  larger  military  spirit 
amongst  oar  men  of  quality  than  is  wholesome  for  our  constitutioa:* 
France  will  have  done  us  hurt  enough,  if  she  has  turned  us  into  ge- 
nerals instead  of  senators. 

I  can  conceive  another  reason  why  France  should  not  choose  to 
venture  an  invasion.  It  is  certain  that  at  least  five  American  pro- 
vinces wish  for  peace  with  us.  Nor  can  I  think  that  thirteen  Eng- 
lish provinces  would  be  pleased  at  seeing  England  invaded.  Any 
considerable  blow  received  by  us,  would  turn  their  new  allies  into 
hauty  protectors.  Should  we  accept  a  bad  peace,  America  would 
find  her  treaty  with  them  a  very  b^d  one :  in  short,  I  have  treated 
you  with  speculations  instead  of  facts.  I  Hnow  but  one  of  the  latter 
sort.  The  King's  army  has  evacuted  Philadelphia,  from  having  eaten 
up  the  country,  and  has  returned  to  *New  York.t  Thus  it  is  more 
compact,  and  has  less  to  defend. 

General  Howe  is  returned,  richer  in  money  than  laurels.  I  do 
not  know,  indeed,  that  his  wealth  is  great. 

Fanaticism  in  a  nation  is  no  novelty ;  but  you  must  know,  that, 
though  the  effects  were  so  solid,  the  late  appearance  of  enthusiasm 
about  Lord  Chatham  was  nothing  but  a  general  afiectation  of  enthu- 
siasm. It  was  a  contention  of  hypocrisy  between  the  Opposition 
and  the  Court,  which  did  not  last  even  to  his  burial.^  Not  three  of 
the  Court  attended  it,  and  not  a  dozen  of  the  minority  of  any  note. 
He  himself  said,  between  his  fall  in  the  House  of  Lords  and  his  death, 
that,  when  he  came  to  himself,  not  one  of  his  old  acquaintance  of  the 
Court  but  Lord  Despencer  so  much  as  asked  him  how  he  did.  Do  you 
imagine  people  are  struck  with  the  death  of  a  man,  who  were  not 
struck  with  the  sudden  appearance  of  his  death  7  We  do  not 
counterfeit  so  easily  on  a  surprise,  as  coolly ;  and,  when  we  are  cool 
on  surprise,  we  do  not  grow  agitated  on  reflection. 

The  last  account  I  heard  from  Germany  was  hostile.  Four  days 
ago  both  the  Imperial  and  Prussian  Ministers  expected  news  of  a 
battle.  O,  ye  fathers  of  your  people,  do  you  thus  dispose  of  your 
children  ?  How  many  thousand  lives  does  a^King  save,  who  signs 
peace !  It  was  said  in  jest  of  our  Charles  II.,  that  he  was  the  real 
father  of  his  people,  so  many  of  them  did  he  beget  himself.  But  tell 
me,  ye  divines,  which  is  the  most  virtuous  man,  he  who  begets  twenty 
bastards,  or  he  who  sacrifices  a  hundred  thousand  lives  ?  What  a 
contradiction  is  human  nature !    The  Romans  rewarded  the  man 

*  In  reference  to  the  prevalence  of  this  military  spirit  amonffst  the  higher  orderB, 
Gibbon  wrote  to  Mr.  Holroyd,  "Their  conversation  at  Almack  s  is  about  tents,  drill- 
sergeants,  subdivisions,  firings,  &c.,  and  I  am  revered  as  a  veteran." — Ed. 

t  Philadelphia  was  evacuated  by  the  British  army  on  the  18th  of  June;  which 
passed  the  Delaware  on  the  same  day,  onder  dispositions  made  for  the  purpose  by 
the  Admiral,  Lord  Howe. — Eo. 

X  **  Lord  Chatham's  funeral,**  says  Gibbon,  in  a  lettler  to  Mr.  Holroyd,  *'  wtt 
fneanly  attended,  and  Government  ingeniously  contrived  to  secure  the  double  odiuffl 
of  Buferiog  the  thing  to  be  done,  and  of  doing  it  with  an  ill  grace.**— 'Ed. 
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%ho  got  three  children,  and  laid  waste  the  world.  When  will  the 
world  know,  that  peace  and  propagation  are  the  two  most  delightful 
things  in  it  ?  As  his  majesty  of  France^  has  found  out  the  latter,  I 
hope  he  will  not  forget  the  former. 


LETTER  CCLXXXVnL 

Arlington  Street,  Aug.  4, 1778. 

Fob  these  three  weeks  I  have  been  constantly  waiting  for  news 
fFom  sea;  for  to  tell  you  that  nothing  had  happened,  was  telling  you 
nothing.  We  are  in  the  oddest  situation  that  can  be ;  at  war,  in  fact, 
bat  managed  like  a  controversy  in  divinity:  we  and  France  write 
against  each  other,  and  do  each  other  all  the  hurt  we  can,  but  do  not 
own  we  are  enemies.  The  communication  is  open,  the  packet-boats 
pass  as  usual,  and  French  and  English  are  allowed  to  go  to  Paris 
and  to  come  to  London,  as  if  to  compare  notes  on  all  that  happens. 
I  am  not  sorry  that  this  Christian  plausibility  is  preserved  ;  it  may  fa- 
cilitate peace  without  the  tediousness  of  a  formal  treaty*  The  two 
coQotries  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  declare  hostilities  are  at  an  end.. 

On  Satur4ay  last  we  thought  we  had  gained  a  double  festival  for 
the  1st  of  August.  Admiral  Keppel's  captain  arrived,  and  a  rumour 
spread  that  he  had  taken  or  destroyed  seventeen  of  the  Brest  fleet.f 
It  was  not  for  want  of  will  or  endeavours  that  if  he  has  not.  He 
had  placed  himself  between  that  squadron  and  port,  and  tried  to 
force  them  to  battle ;  which  they  obstinately  declined,  till  he  came 

*Tbe  onfortunate  Marie-Antoinette  was  then  enciente  for  the  first  time.  On 
thelOlh  of  December,  she  was  delivered  of  a  Princess  named  Marie-Therese  Char- 
lotte. The  Rev.  Dr.  Warner,  then  at  Paris,  thus  wrote  on  the  20th  to  George  Sel- 
wyn,**  Yesterday  the  beauteous  Majesty  of  France  underwent  the  pangs  of  child- 
birth. The  agony  of  her  regret  that  it  is  ndt  a  dauphin  has  thrown  her  into  such 
fltroog  convulsions,  that  her  life  is  thought  to  be  in  danger.  She  had  a  fine  time, 
tt  the  goodies  say,  and  it  is  a  fine  child.  I  hope  the  fine  woman  will  do  well,  and 
hive  adauphin  another  time.  There  were  bonfires  and  sky-rockets ;  but  the  whole 
thing  was  wretched  and  poor.  The  public  offices,  such  as  the  Hotel  des  Fermes, 
the  Post-office,  and  some  of  the  Financiers,  or  as  Boileau  calls  them,  *  Commis 
engrraisB^s  des  malheursde  la  France,*  gave  some  of  their  tallow :  but  scarce  a  can- 
<lle,  even  of  the  diminutive  size  that  is  burnt  to  the  lousiest  saint  in  the  calendar, 
vastobe  seen  amongst  the  lean  and  little  folks."  Selwyn  Correspondence,  vol.  p. 
372.— Ed. 

t  The  Due  de  Chartres,  afterwards  the  infamous  Egalit^,  who  was  on  board  of  one 
of  the  French  ships,  took  occasion  to  acquaint  Sir  George  Rodney,  that  he  was  to 
htfe  a  command  in  the  fleet  which  was  to  be  opposed  to  that  under  the  command 
of  Admiral  Keppel,  and  with  an  insulting  ai^  asked  him,  what  he  thought  would  be 
tbe  consequence  of  their  meeting  1  That  my  countryman  will  carry  your  Royal 
Highness  home  with  bim  to'  learn  English,"  was  the  spirited  reply.  During  the 
action  of  the  27th  of  July,  the  Duke  retired  into  the  hold  of  the  ship,  and  refused  to 
come  on  deck  until  the  engagement  was^over.  See  Keppel's  Life,  vol.  ii.  p.  36.' 
— Eb. 

VOL.  II. — 7. 
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SO  near  that  they  fired  on  him.  He  desirckl  no  more,  and  the  figbt 
began  smartly ;  but  the  wind  favouring  the  French,  they  iiept  sailing 
away,  but  pouring  all  their  broadsides  on  his  masts  and  rigging,  ivhich 
tkey  damaged  a  good  deal.  This  flying  figbt  lasted  two  hours  and 
our  admiral  promised  himself  a  complete  battle  the  next  day :  but, 
as  the  French  meant  mischief  and  not  glory,  at  day  break  they  were 
vanished — in  short,  got  into  port ;  and  Keppel  is  returned  to  Plymoutbr 
heartily  chagrined  that  his  enemies  are  so  little  ashamed  of  running 
away.* 

There  is  as  little  prospect  of  laurels  from  Byron's  squadron.  Both 
his  fleet  and  D'Estaing's  have  suflered  by  a-* great  storm.  Ner  are 
we  likely  to  have  more  olives  than  laurels.  The  Congress  has 
treated  our  Commissioner  with  sovereign  contempt  ;t  and  the  Com- 
missioners themselves  have  quarrelled,  and  are  coming  home.  Thus 
we  have  begged  peace  of  those  we  bullied,  and  only  been  laughed  at. 
We  seem  to  have  wearied  Fortune  in  the  last  war. 

Cssar  seems  to  have  made  as  bad  a  figure  as  we.  After  usurping 
Bavaria,  he  is  forced  to  beg  peace  too.  They  say  he  is  convinced  of 
having  been  in  the  wrong,  by  a  renunciation  that  has  been  found  of 
the  Emperor  Albert.  It  is  the  first  time  a  hero  at  the  head  of  two 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  men  was  ever  convinced  by  an  old 
parchment !  His  Imperial  reason  did  not  deign  to  listen  to  law  and 
equity  in  the  dismemberment  of  Poland.;  nor  would  he  now,  I  ween, 
if  Lord  Chief  Justice  Frederic  had  not  enclosed  him  with  more  nu- 
merous armies.  We  did  not  pay  much  regard  to  the  charters  of 
America,  till  France  helped  the  latter  to  carry  on  the  suit. 

*  Admire]  Keppel,  finding  it  in  vain  to  attempt  a  g«neial  or  partial  chase,  deter- 
mined to  return  to  England  to  repair  the  heavy  damages  his  fleet  had  fiostained.  He 
arrived  at  Plymouth  on  the  Slat  of  July.  Amongst  the  numerous  letters  of  conm- 
tulation  received  by  the  Admiral  on  this  occasion,  was  one  from  Mr.  Bgrke  :  **  You 
have,'*  he  says  '*  saved  us  twice  in  one  summer ;  once  by  retreating,  and  once  by 
fighting.  The  disciplined  mob  of  court-runners  in  the  City  thought  proper,  for  some 
time,  to  censure  the  conduct  to  which  we  owe  it;  but  the  appearance  of  the  French 
fleet  ofiT  Ushant  has  shown  you  wisdom  and  their  folly.  Every  honest  man,  every 
man  of  judgment,  congratulates  you  and  himself,  with  a  sedate  joy,  on  this  grett 
and  eminent  advantage.  The  designs  which  this  fleet  of  the  enemy  was  meant  i(f 
second  are  defeated,  and  the  honour  of  our  flag  completely  secured.''^  Life  of  Kep- 
pel, vol.  ii.  p<  57. — ^£d. 

t  The  condition  of  the  Commissioners  on  the  22nd  of  July  is  thus  feelingly  de- 
picted by  Lord  Carlisle,  in  a  letter  to  George  Selwyn :  **  When  you  see  before  too 
the  list  of  our  misfortunes,  I  think  I  shall  have  your  compassion.  1.  We  are  blocked 
up  by  a  French  fleet  2.  We  are  kept  in  prison,  as  we  dare  not  ride  beyond  oor 
posts  towards  the  oountry.  8.  If  any  attack  is  made,  either  by  sea  or  land,  we  wish 
more  than  we  are  likely  to  gain.  4.  If  certain  events,  which  are  not  improbable, 
should  take  place,  we  shall  be  inevitably  starved..  5.  Wc  have  tried  the  ConcresB, 
and  you  will  think  with  me  that,  in  our  present  circumstances,  they  will  not  depart 
from  their  resolution  in  refusing  our  offers.  6.  Our  packet  is  taken,  which  would 
perhaps  have  relieved  me  from  a  state  of  suspense,  that  I  have  not  public  virtoe 
enough  not  to  think  more  bitter  than  many  of  those  misfortunes  which  my  country 
must  feel  as  well  as  myself.  I  own  fairly  we  have  nothing  to  do  here ;  but  we  most 
not  quit  the  business  till  that  point  is  so  clear  as  not  to  admit  of  two  opioioiis." 
Selwyn  Correspondenco,  voL  iiL  p.  301.— £o» 
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I  am  very  aDxtoas  for  the  confirmation  of  this  pacification  in  Ger- 
many ;  for  the  Duke  of  Gloucester  was  just  setting  out  to  make  the 
campaign  under  the  King  of  Prussia.  It  was  worthy  of  his  spirit, 
and  no  body  dared  to  remonstrate  against  it ;  and  yet  the  physicians 
thiok  he  could  not  support  an  autumnal  campaign.  •  The  Duchess 
herself  has  only  shed  floods  of  tears,  but  not  murmured.  The  be- 
bayioar  of  both  does  them  infinite  honour. 

Year  friends  the  Mackenzies,*  are  arrived,  and  Mrs.  Anne  Pitt  is 
expected  daily.  Mrs.  Foote's  friend,  old  Lady  Westmoreland,t  is 
dead,  and  the  ancient  beauty,  Lady  Fanny  Shirley ,;(  she  had  lost  her 
head  some  time,  and  her  senses  t)efofe,  for  she  has  made  Lady  Hunt- 
iDgdoD§  her  heir,  having  turned  Methodist  when  she  was  no  longer 
admired. 

Our  summer  is  as  Italian  as  yours^:  I  do  not  remember  such  a  one. 
Adieu!. 


LETTER  CCLXXXIX. 

Arlington  Street,  Aug.  25, 1778. 

You  tell  me,  my  dear  sir,  that  you  depend  so  entirely  on  me  for 
intelligence,  at  least  for  the  confirmation  of  public  events,  that  I  must 
Dot  let  yesterday's  Gazette  go  away  to-night  without  writing  you  a 
line.  Military  narratives  are  apt  to  be  a  little  oracular,  and  ours  of 
late  have  wanted  some  additional  obscurity.  You  will  collect  from 
yesterday's,  that  General  Clinton's  army  did  get  to  New  York,  though 
with  some  diffic^ilty,  which,  ministerially,  you  are  to  take  for  a  vic- 
tory; and,  wherever  any  darkness  hangs  over  it,  you  must  clear  it  up 
on  our  side.  I  divine  that  Washington  was  ill  served,  for  he  has 
brought  two  of  his  Genelals  to  a  court-martial;  and  the  excessive  heats 
seem  to  have  fought  against  both  armies.  This  is  the  quintessence 
of  what  I  know  of  the  matter;  and,  upon  the  whole,  the  Royal  army 
Imu  gained  an  escape — I  doubt,  not  much  to  their  comfort ;  for  they 
fiod  no  plenty  at  New  York,  and  Monsieur  D'Estaing  blocks  up  the 
leet  there :  so,  prob^ly,  accounts  will  not  mend. 

Our  fleet  at  home  has  not  sailed  again.  There  are  rumours  of  dis- 
leosions  between  Admiral  Keppel  and  Sir  Hugh  Palliser,  and  even  of 
ft  duel  between  them ;  .which,  however,  I  haye  heard  from  no  good 
authodty ;  in  short,  I  hV^e  nothing  agreeable  to  tell  you,  and  I  do  not 
love  to  send  any  thing  that  i»^  not  to  the  glory  of  my  country  'cross 
the  Channel. 

*  James  Stuart  Mackenzie,  only  brother  of  Lord  Bute,  married  Lady  Elizabeth 
Campbell,  third  daughter  of  John,  Duke  of  Argyll. 

f  Daughter  of  a  son  of  the  first  Duke  of  Devonshire. 

t  Formerly  a  great  beauty,  admired  and  celebrated  by  liord  Chesterfield,  who 
vroto  on  her  the  well-known  song,  **  Wh^  Fanny,  blooming  fair.** 

{  Lady  Selina  Shirley,  niece  of  Lady  Fanny,  and  patroness  of  the  Methodists. 
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The  German  peace  seems  to  halt.  I  should  think  it,  however,  still 
in  agitation ;  as  no  considerable  action  has  happened.  The  Duke  of 
Gloucester  has  yet  received  no  answer  from  the  Prussian,  but  expects 
it  this  week.  He  is  determined  to  go  if  he  is  accepted— to  every 
peril  indeed,  fdr  his  strength  is  not  equal  to  it. 

We  have  had  the  most  marvellous  summer  that  I  ever  remember 
in  all  my  days.  It  is  still  sultry ;  and  I  am  suffering,  though  I  write 
between  evei'y  open  door  and  window  in  a  back-room  where  the  sun 
never  enters.  The  harvest  is  prodigious ;  and  we  might  have  wioe" 
and  oil,  had  we  made  preparations  for  them. 

The  Duke  of  Ancaster  is  dead,  and  the  Mastership  of  the  Horse  to 
be  disposed  of.*  This  would  have  been  an  object  in  some  summers; 
but  we  do  not  want  topics  of  conversation  at  present.  I  used  t« 
make  excuses  fpr  the  shortness  of  my  letters  at  this  seas6n.  That  is 
not  the  case  at  present.  I  have  given  you  the  reason  at  the  top  of 
this  page.t    Adieu ! 


LETTER  CCXC. 

Strawberry  Hill,  Sept.  17, 177a 

Your  last  is  of  August  22nd,  and  mine  of  the  25th.  Since  then  I 
could  have  told  you  nothing  but  expectations;  nor  are  they  realized 
yet.  Admiral  Keppel  has  been  hunting  for  the  Brest  fleet,  which  has 
either  gone  southward,  or  is  dodging  in  and  out  of  their  ports :  at  least 
he  had  not  found  it.  But  if  the  god  of  sea-fights  does  not  smile,  the 
god  of  merchantmen  has  wrought  miracles :  all  our  fleets  are  come 
in  from  Portugal,  the  West  Indies,  and  every  other  mart :  he  has 
been  as  cunning  as  if  he  were  the  demon  of  smugglers. 

Letters  are  arrived,  too,  from  New  York.  D'&taing  had  quitted 
that  blockade,  and  was  thought  to  be  jailed  to  attack  Rhode  Island. 
Lord  Howe  was  gone  after  him  with  an  inferior  force,  but,  they  say, 
hoping  to  be  joined  by  six  of  Byron's  squadron  ;  which  six  are  come 
to  light  again,  and  were  not  far  oflEI  Of  that  Admiral  not  a  word. 
This  is  the  quintessence  of  all  I  know. 

In  my  family  we  are  very  happy  that  the  King  of  Prussia  has  sent 
the  Duke  a  most  handsome  excuse,  being  afraid  of  exposing  a  con- 
stitution so  delicate  as  his  Royal  Highness's  to  the  fatigues  of  a  latter 
campaign  ;  so,  that  anxiety  is  at  an  end  1  Prince  Henry's  success 
has  not  availed  much.  Having  devoured  the  country,  the  Prussians 
have  been  forced  to  step  back.  The  people  that  have  been  devoured 
pount  for  nothing. 

Your  Duchess  of  Kingston  is  a  paltry  mountebank.  It  is  too 
ridiculous  to  have  airs  after  conviction.    Mrs.  Anne  Pitt,  I  hear,  is 

*  The  situation  was  conferred  oa  the  Duke  of  Northumberland. — £i>: 
t  Vide  end  of  tlw  second  paragraph. 
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arrived.  Her  nephewi  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt,  I  believe,  you  ^ill  see  ere 
long.  A  weakness  is  faHen  on  his  knees,  and  naade  him  a  cripple. 
He  is,  I  think,  set  out  for  Italy,  like  iSneas,  with  his  Creusa,  W 
father  of  eighty-seven,  and  two  sucking  babes.*  Let  me  give  you  a 
caution :  he  and  I  have  never  been  on  more  than  civil  terms  since 
Mr.  Grenville's  reign.  He  now  swears  by  the  ghost  of  his  uncle 
Chatham,  whom  in  those  days  he  detested. 

I  saw  Mr.  Mackenzie  last  week,  who  spoke  of  you  with  the  hear- 
tiest kindness;  and  so  does  Lady  Bett.f  Lady  Chesterfield  is  dead, 
at  above  fourscore.  She  was  not  a  girl  when  she  came  over  with 
George  I. 

What  can  I  tell  you  more  1  My  politics,  beyond  facts,  would  be 
but  the  conjecturesof  a  private  dreamer.  Yet  I  am  ashamed  tojsend 
such  a  sippet  of  a  letter;, especially  when  you  are  impatient  for  mine, 
and  reckon  on  and  depend  upon  them.  But  you  would  not  trust  \o 
them,  if  I  were  not  cautious  not  to  send  you  any  thing  but 'truths ;  no 
easy  task,  if  I  were  not  brief.  Ten  thousand  lies  are  propagated 
every  week,  not  only  by  both  sides,  but  by  stock-jobbers;  for  those 
grave  folks,  moneyed  citizens,  contribute  exceedingly  to  embroil  and 
confound  history,  which  was  not  very  authentic  before  they  were 
spawned.  Newspapers,  that  ought  to  facilitate  intelligence,  are  the 
vehicles  of  lies,  and  blunders,  and  scandal ;  and  Truth,  which  for- 
merly could  trudge  ten  miles  on  foot,  cannot  now  get  along  the  road 
for  the  crowds  of  counterfeits.  An  historian,  who  shall  consult  the 
gazettes  of  the  times,  will  write  as  fabulous  a  romance  as  Gargan- 
tua. 

You  will  wish  to  know  something  of  Spain's  intentions.  I  am 
sore  I  cannot  satisfy  you.  She  has  a  fleet,  and  she  arms;  but  her 
Ambassador;]:  is  here-^if  to  blind  us,  his  purposes s  not  quite  answered^ 
for  many  have  no  faith  in  him.  On  the  other  hand,  though  at  war 
with  France,  neither  country  takes  notice  of  it.  The  English  pass 
through  Calais  as  quietly  as  just  after  a  peace. 

The  Spanish  Ambassador,  whose  size  makes  him  look  as  if  he  re* 
presented  the  King  of  Lilliput,  diverts  the  town  with  his  gallantries, 
which  are  not  at  all  in  the  style  of  the  novels  of  his  country,  nor 
consist  in  mere  serenades.  He  made  a  visit  lately  to  a  house  of  ill 
odour,  and,  though  they  say  his  wife  is  jealous,  he  left  his  two  foot- 
men at  the  door  with  flambeaux.  His  generosity,  too,  was  not  of  a 
piece  with  the  masters  of  Peru.  Ife  gave  the  nymph  but  half  guinea, 
and  a  shilling  to  the  maid.  As  a  pigmy  does  not  pay  with  his  person, 
the  damsels  made  much  noise  against  the  receipt  of  silver  pennies, 
which  might  be  in  proportion,  to  hjs  statu^e^  but  not  to  his  character. 

*  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt,  in  1763  created  Lord  Camel/brdY  married,  in  1771,  the  daugh- 
ter and  co-heir  of  Pinkney  Wilkinson,  E^.,  of  Burnham  in  Norfolk  ;  by  whom  he 
bad  one  son,  Thomas,  his  successor,  who  was  killed  in  a  duel  in  1804,  and  one 
daughter,  who,  in  1792,  was  married  to  William,  Lord  Grenville. — Ed. 

t  Lady  Elizabeth  Campbell,.third  daughter  of  John  Doke  of  Argyll. 

i  cWt  Almodovar. 

7* 
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To  Stifle  their  clamours,  he  declared  he  was  the  Venetian  Resident ; 
and  now  he  has  a  quarrel  on  his  hands  itith  that  Minister  for  the 
double  scandal. 


LETTER  CCXCl. 

Strawberry  Hill,  Oct.  8, 177a 
As  you  are  so  earnest  for  news,  I  am  concerned  when  I  have  not 
a  paragraph  to  send  you.  It  looks  as  if  distance  augmented  your  ap- 
prehensions ;  for,  I  assure  you,  at  home  we  have  lost  almost  all  curi- 
osity. Though  the  two  fleets  have  been  ^o  long  at  sea,  and  though, 
before  their  last  sor^/e,  one  heard  nothing  but  What  news  oftheJleetsJ 
of  late  there  has  been  scarcely  any  inquiry ; — and  so,  the  French  one 
is  returned  to  Brest,  ^nd  ours  is  ccrming  home.^  Admiral  Keppel  is 
very  unlucky  in  having  missed  them,  for  they  had  not  above  twenty- 
five  ships.  Letters  from  Paris  say  that  their  camps,  too,  are  to  break 
up  at  the.  end  of  this  month  :  but  we  do  not  intend  to  be  the  dupes  of 
Xmijinessef  if  it  is  one,  but  shall  remain  on  our  guard.  One  must 
hope  that  winter  will  produce  some  negotiation  ;  and  that  peace.  In- 
deed, as  war  is  not  declared,  I  conclude  there  is  always  some  treat- 
ing on  the  anyil ;  and  should  it  end  well,  at  least  this  age  will  have 
made  a  step  towards  humanity  in  omitting  the  ceremonial  of  pro- 
clamation, which  seems  to  make  it  easier  to  cease  being  at  war.  But 
I  am,  rather  making  out  a  proxy  for  a  letter  than  sending  you  news. 
But,  you  see,  even  armies  of  hundred  thousands  in  Germany  can  ex- 
ecute as  little  as  we ;  and  you  must  remember  what  the  grand  Cond<^, 
or  the  great  Prince  if  Orange, — I,  forget  which, — said,  that  unmar- 
ried girls  imagine  husbands  are  always  on  duty,  unmilitary  tnen  that 
soldiers  are  always  fighting.  One  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough's  ge- 
nerals dining  with  the  Lord  Mayor^  an  alderman  who  sat  next  to 
him  said,  "  Sir,  yours  must  be  a  very  laborious,  profession." — **No," 
replied  the  genera),  "  we  fight  about  four  hours  m  the  morning,  and 
two  or  three  after  dinner,  and  then  we  have  all  the  rest  of  the  day  to 
ourselves.'^ 

The  King  has  been  visiting  camps,'— and  so  ha?  Sir  \^illiam  Howe, 
who,  one  should  think,  had  had  enough  of  them  ;  and  who,  one  should 
think  too,  had  not  achieved  such  exploits  as  should  make  him  fond  of 
parading  himself  about,  or  expect  many  hos^nahs.  To  have  taken 
one  town,  and  retreated  from  two,  is  not  very  glorious  in.  military 
arithmetic ;  and  to  have  marched  twice  to  Washington,  and  returned 
without  attacking  him,  is  no  addition  to  the  sum  total. 

Did  I  tell  you  that  Mrs.  Anne  Pitt  is  returned,  and  acts  great  grief 
for  her  brother  1    I  suppose  she  was  the  dupe  of  the  farce  acted  by 

*  Afler  a  fruitless  search  of  two  months  for  the  enemy,  Admiral  Keppel  returned 
with  his  fleet,  on  the  26th  of  October,  to  Portsmoatb.— £o. 
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the  two  Houses  and  the  Court,  and  had  not  beard  that  none  of  them 
carried  on  the  pantomime  even  to  his  burial.  Her  nephew^  save  a 
little  into  that  mummery  even  to  me ;  forgetting  bow  much  I  must 
remeinber  of  his  avertion  to  his  uncle.  Lord  Chatham  was  a'meteor, 
and  a  glorious  one ;  people  discovered  that  he  was  not  a  genuine  lu- 
minary, and  yet  every  body  in  mimickry  haa  been  an  ignis  faiuut  about 
bim.  Why  not  allow  his  magnificent  enterprises  and  good-fortune, 
and  confess  his  defects :  instead  of  being  bombast  in  his  praises,  and 
at  the  same  time  discover  that  the  amplification  is  insincere?  A  Mi- 
nister who  inspires  great  actions  must  be  a  great  Minister;  and  Lord 
Chatham  will  always  appear  so^r^by  comparison  with*  his  predeces- 
lors  and  successors.  He  retrieved  our  affairs  when  ruined  by  a  most 
incapable  Administration ;  and  we  are  fallen  into  a  worse  state  since  hfi 
was  removed.  Therefore,  I  doubt  posterity  will  allow  more  to  his  me- 
rit, than  it  is  the  present  fashion  to  accord  toit.  Our  historians  have  of 
late  been  fond  of  decrying  Queen  Elizajbeth,  in  order  if  possible  to 
raise  the  Stuarts:  but  great  actipns  surmount  foibles;  and  folly  and 
guilt,  would  always  remain  folly  and  guilt  though  there  had  never 
been  a  great  man  or  woman  in  the  world.  Our  modern  tragedies, 
bandreds  of  them,  do  not  contain  a  good  line ;  nor  are  they  a  jot  the 
better,  because  Shakspeare,  who  was  superior  to  all  mankind,  wrote 
some  whole  plays  that  are  as*  bad  as  any  of  our  present  writers. 

I  shall  he  very  glad  to  see  your  nephew,  and  talk  of  you  with 
bim;  which  will  te  more  satisfactory  than  questioning,  accidental 
travellers. 


LETTER  CCXCII. 

Arlington  Street  Oct.  30, 1778. 
P&AT  allow  that  I  am  &  miracle  of  attention,  when  I  have  the 
coarage>  to*  begin,  a  letter  that  is,  I  know,  to  contain  little  or  nothings 
and  which  is  the  quintessence  of  two  very  long  gazettes.  We  had 
been  amused  with  a  notion  that  Lord  Howe  was  blocking  up  M. 
D'Estaingin.Roston,,and  would  certainly  take  him  and  his  whole  fleet. 
Lest  we- should  build  too  much^oathat  idea^  Lord.  Howe  himself  ar- 
rived on  Monday,  having  taken  nothing  but  his  leave.  Being- modest 
be  owns  that  he  had  no  mind  to  encounter  the  French  squadron.  A 
violent  storm  solved  his  difficulties,  and  dispersed  both  ^eets.  The 
Americans,  deprived  of  thier  allies,  quilted  Rhode  Island:  and 
then  Sir  Harry  Clinton  raised  &  contribution  of  ten.  thousand  sheep 
and  som»  oxen,  which  intimates  a  little  want  of  provisions.  How- 
ever, these  escapes  have  raised  our  spirits  so  much  that  we  are  going 
to  send  twelve  thousand  men  more  to  America — where  they  may 
banquet  oiv  mp^on*.    Still,  as  it  is  good  to  have  two  strings  to  our 

*  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt.. 
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bow,  the  Governor  Johnstone  is  returned*  the  two  other  commissioDers 
remain  to  makepeaceyf  to  which  we  are  tdd  the  Americans  are  dis- 
posed ;  a  proof  of  which  is  our  sending  another  army  thither. 

*  Governor  Johnstone  bad  been  chargfed  by  the  Congress  with  an  attempt  to  oo^ 
nipt  and  bribe  General  Reed  with  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  pounds  and  a  public 
sitoation  in  the  colonies;  to  which  offer  the  General  is  said  to  have  answered,  **  that 
he  was  not  worth  purchasing,  but,  such  as  he  was,  the. King  of  Great  Britian  wae 
not  rich  enough  to  do  it"  In  consequence  of  this,  the  Congress  interdicted  all  ia- 
tercourse  and  correspondence  with  the  Commissioners  while  Governor  Johnstone 
continued  one  of  them.  He  therefore  resigned,  and  returned  to  England.  In  a 
letter  to  George  Selwyn,  of  the  6ih  of  November,  Mr.  Charles  Townshend  njB, 
"  Governor  Johnstone  is  as  mad  as  a  bull.  He  foams  at  the  mouth,  and  swears  that 
4ie  will  impeach  Lord  Howe  and  Sir  William  for  not  reducing  America.  Wedder- 
burn  says  he  talks  in  a  very  manly  style ;  and  he  is  much  caressed  by  Ministers, 
whom  he  has  abused  in  so  coarse  a  style  to  the  Americans  :  you  may  be  sure  be 
caresses  them  in  his  turn.  He  puts  me  in  mind  of  a  character  of  King  James  I., 
given  by  an  oldvScotch  Lord  at  his  acceteion :  *  Ken  you  an  ape !  If  Tse  hold  him 
he  will  bite  you ;  if  you  hold  him,  he  will  bite  me.' " — Selwyn  Correspondence,  vol. 
iii.  p.  347.— Ed. 

t  On  the  3rd  of  October,  the  Commissioners,  preparatory  to  their  quitting  America 
for  England,  published  a  Manifesto.  **  Having  amply  and  repeatedly,*'  they  said, 
**  made  known  to  the.Congress,  and  having  also  proclaimed  to  the  inhabitants  of  Nortli 
America  in  general,  the  benevolent  overtures  of  Great  Britain  towards  a  reunk>n 
and  coalition  with  her  colonies,  we  do  not  think  it  consistent  either  with  the  duty 
we  owe  to  our  country,  or  with  a  just  regard  to  the  characters  we  bear,  to  persist 
in  holding  out  offers  which,  in  our  estimation,  required  only  to  be  known  to  be  most 
gratefully  accepted  :  and  we  have  accordingly,  excepting  only  the  Conrunander*in- 
chief,  who  will  be  detained  by  military  duties,  resolved  to  return  to  England  a  few 
weeks  after  the  date  of  this  Manifesto  and  Proclamation."  In  enclosing  a  copy  to 
George  Selwyn,  Lord  Carlilse  thus  speaks  of  it,  and  of  the  country  and  people  he 
was  about  to.  leave :  **  Tis  a  sort  of  last  dying  speech  of  the  (>)mmifi8ion ;  an  efibrt 
from  which  I  expect  little  success ;  an  experiment  and  duty  to  our  country  and  our- 
selves, from  which,  however,  in  our  circumstances,  I  fear  will  originate  little  pub- 
lic advantage.  Our  weather  is  pleasant,  and  the  appearance  of  the  country  about 
us  infinitely  more  beautiful  than  in  summer;  for  there  are  some  trees,  when  touched 
by  the  night  frosts,  that  have  their  leaves  turned  to  a  bright  red,  which  has  a  very 
extraordinary  effect  among  the  different  shades  of  green  and  yellow  which  predomi- 
nate  in  autumn.  Every  thing  is  upon  a  great  scale  upon  this  continent  The 
rivers  are  immense ;  the  climate  violent  in  heat  and  cold ;  the  prospects  magnificent; 
the  thunder  and  lightning  tremendous.  The  disorders  incident  to  the  country  make 
every  constitution  tremble.  We  have  nothing  on  a  great  scale  with  us  but  our 
blunders,  our  misconduct,  our  ruin,  our  losses,  our  disgraces  ond  misfortunes,  that 
will  mark  the  reign  of  a  Prince  who  deserves  better  treatment  and  kinder  fortunes. 
Whatever  may  be  our  reception  at  home,  I  think  I  have  strength  of  mind  enough 
to  stem  the  torrent,  let  it  set  against  me  with  all  its  fury.  I  have  served  my  King 
with  zeal  and  attachment  for  his  government  and  person.  If  I  had  succeeded,  my 
country  would  have  reaped  the  benefit  of  my  labours;  as  I  have  not,  I  only  hope 
the  approbation  of  the  attempt  will  not  be  refused  me.'* — Selwyn  Correspondence, 
vol.  iii.  p.  339.  As  if  this  unfortunate  Commission  was  to  be  distinguished  from  all 
others.  Lord  Carlisle,  as  chief  Commissioner,  received,  a  few  days  before  his  de- 
parture,a  challenge  to  single  combat,  from  the  Marquis  de  La  Fayette,  for  some  harsh- 
ness of  reflection  upon  the  conduct  of  the  French  court  and  nation,  which  had  ap- 
peared in  one  of  the  public  instruments  issued  by  the  Commissioners  in  their  political 
capacity.  The  proposal,  which  could  only  be  excused  by  national  levity  or  the  heat 
of  youth,  was  calmly  replied  to  by  the  noble  Lord  :  **  I  confess,"  he  said, "  I  find  it  dif- 
ficult, to  return  a  serious  answer.    I  am  solely  responsible  to  my  country  and  King, 
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Admiral  Keppel  is  returned  to  Portsmouth,  and  the  Brest  sqoadroQ 
is  again  at  sea;  taking  it  by  turns  to  take  an  airing. 

Chie  advantage  we  certainly  ha^e,  having  taken  to  the  value  of 
two  millions  in  prizes ;  on  the  strength  of  which  we  shall  iling  away 
about  double  that  sum.  But  we  riever  proposed  to  be  gainers  by  the 
war:  we  had  nothing  to  do,  and  so  we  played  against  ourselves. 

The  Duke  of  Queensberry  is  dead,  at  fourscojre ;  and  leaves  a  great 
estate  to  Lord  March,  the  new  Duke.  There  is  a.much  more  melan- 
choly loss,  the  death  of  Lord  Lincoln.*  He  was  sent  abroad  at  the 
last  gasp,  and  died  two  posts  from,  Calais.  You  know  he  married 
one  of  my  cousins,  a  daughter  of  Lord  Hertford.  She  is  a  pretty* 
sensible,  amiable  young  woman,  and  passiodately  fond  of  him.  She 
teturned  last  night  with  the  body. 

I  came  to  town  on  Monday  for  a  day  or  twd,  and  have  been  caught 
by  the  gout  in  my  foot ;  but  it  is  very  slight,  and  with  very  little  pain, 
so  that  I  hope  it  will  be  of  short  duration.  It  is  amazinff  what  the 
bootikins  have  done  for  me  by  diminishing  the  mass  of  £e  gout»  I 
have  had  no  fit  for  nearly  two  yefirs,  and  the  three  last  were  very 
inconsiderarble.  As  I  have  worn  the  bootikins  constantly  every  night 
ever  since  my  great  fit,  it  is  demonstration  how  serviceable  they  are 
to  me  at  least. 

Mrs.  Anne.  Pitt,  I  hear,  is  in  a  very  wild  way,  and  they  think  must 
be  confined.  She  is  not  the  only  one  I  know  that  ought  to  be, — bat 
I  hold  my  peace.  Indeed  in  this  country  it  would  be  partiality  to 
shot  Dp  only  one  or  two  here  and  there. 

I  make  no  excuse  fox  being  so  short.  I  am  tired  of  lamenting ; 
aad  still  live,  I  doubt,  to  see  the  completion  of  all  the  ruin  I  bavefore- 
seen^-^md  then  one  has  lived  too  long  I 
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Arlington  Street,  Nov.  16, 1778. 
I  TmNK  I  luckily  wrote  to  you  just  as  I  was  seized  with  the  gout, 
sod  told  you  so.  I  am  sure  I  have  not  been  able  to  write  sinee,  for 
I  am  confined  to  my  bed ;  and  have  been  above  this  fortnight  with 
the  gout  in  every  hand,  elbow,  knee,  and  foot  belonging  to  me,  and 
act  one  of  the  eight  is  yet  recovek*ed.  This  is  so  terrible  a  state  to 
suffer,  and  so  tiresome  to  hear  from  any  body  else,  that  I  shall  say 
as  little  upon  it  as  possible.  There  is  no  danger  in  it :  in  every  other 
light  it  is  deplorable. 

ud  not  to  any  indnridaaJ,  for  my  public  conduct  and  Ianfirua|g;e.    The  injury  alluded 
to  is  not  of  a  private  nature;  and  I  conceive  all  national  disputes  will  be  beet  de- 
cided by  the  meeting  of  Admiral  Byron  and  Count  d'Estaing.*'— Ed. 
,  *  Lord  Lincoln  was  the  eldest  son  of  Henry,  first  Duke  of  Newcastle.    He  mar- 
lied,  in  1775,  Lady  Frances  Seymour,  daughter  of  the  Earlof  Hertford.— Ed. 
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This  confioetnent  has  cost  you  no  news  but  the  loss  of  Dominica  ;* 
and  you  saw  as  much  of  that  in  the  newspaper,  at  least  as  I  could  tell 
you.  I  have  this  moment  received  yours  of  the  27th  of  last  month, 
in  which  you  again  petition  for  good  news,  that  you  may  silence 
the  impertinent  buzzes  in  your  part  of  the  world  ;  but  in  truth  I  don't 
know  how  you  will  stop  their  throats,  but  by  the  quantity  and  rich- 
ness  of  the  captures  made  from  the  French.  The  King's  Speech,  I 
doubi,  must  have  great  recourse  to  the  same  anodyne.  Nothing  of 
consequence  has  been  done  anywhere,  by  fleets  or  armies ;  and  the 
notion  is,  that  our  own  returned  commanders  are  likely  to  be  warmer 
with  one  another,  than  they  have  been  with  the  enemy ;  but,  indeed, 
I  believe  reports  of  what  is  to  come  still  less  than  what  is  past,  neither 
of  which  have  I  for  some  time  seen  come  to  any  thing; — then  it  is 
not  difficult  to  foresee  the  consequence. 

I  am  surprised  at  the  Hibernian  family  you  mention  being  arrive^ 
at  Florence  so  soon :  you  are  very  welcome  to  show  them  as  many 
civilities  as  you  please,  and  set  them  down  to  my  account ;  but  do 
not  receive  every  thing  they  say  of  me  as  coming  from  the  heart 
They  know  your  partiality  to  me^  and  they  mean  to  pass  their  time 
every  where  as  agreeably  as  they  can.  For  the  other  lady,t  and  her 
daughter  Chance,  be  doubly  upon  your  guard  against  the.  mother. 
There  is  nothing  so  black  of  which  she  is  not  capable.  Her  gal- 
lantries are  the  whitest  specks  about  her. 

I  have  heard  nothing  of  your  nephew's  arrival ;  but  shall  be  very  im- 

Fatient  when  he  does  conie  to  see  him  as  soon  as  I  can  see  any  body* 
shall  long  to  hear  his  account  of  you,  and  good  accounts  of  yon ; 
at  least,  I  shall  not  hear  that  you  are  little  more  than  a  mummy,  as  I 
am.    Adieu ! 
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Arlington  Street,  Nov.  27,  1778. 
In  my  present  situation,  lying  on  a  couch  in  my  bed-chamber, 
with  not  a  single  limb  free  but  my  left  hand,  I  certainly  did  not  ex- 
pect any  singular  pleasure  to-day ;  and  yet  I  had  the  great  and  un- 
expected one  of  seeing  your  nephew,  who,  though  another,  is  a  true 
Sir  Horace.  He  had  called  here  a  few  days  ago,  when  I  waa  able 
to  see  scarcely  anybody ;  and,  not  being  expected,  he  was  not  admit- 
ted.    I  was  heartily  chagrined,  and  did  not  know  whither  to  send  to 

*  The  laland  of  Dominica  was  taken,  on  the  7th  of  September,  by  the  Marqais  de 
BoDiUe,  Governor-General  of  Martinico. — Eo. 

f  Elizabeth  Drax,  Coud teas- Dowager  of  Berkeley,  afterwards  married  to  Robert 
Nugent,  Esq.,  since  created  Earl  of  Clare.  During  her  latter  marriage  she  had  two 
daughters,  the  younger  of  whom  Mr.  Mugent  disavowed  for  his.  The  elder  was 
married  to  the  second  Earl  Temple. 
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him.  He  was  so  kind  as  to  come  again  to-day,  when  you  may  be 
sure  he  was  not  refused.  As  1  can  only  dictate,  I  must  retrench  a 
thousand  things  I  would  say;  but  one  word  will  paint  my  content- 
jneot  with  him.  He  loves  you  as  much  as  he  would  have  loved  his 
father, if  he  bad  knowo  him  ad  well.  Indeed,  it  is  the  same  thing;  as 
Itold^him,  there  were  two  you's  or  two  he's.  Your  nephew  says  he 
would  not  but  visit  you  every  year  for  the  world,  which  you  may  be 
sure  I  did  not  discourage;  though  I  must  naturally  wish  just  the  re- 
verse, t.  e.  that  you  should  visit  him,  at  least  for  once.  He  tells  me 
you  are  very  plump  and  portly,  and  in  most  admirable  health.  Poor 
young  man  I  he  had  a  little  gout  in  one  foot,  and  I  presented  but  a 
sad  Qprspective  to  him.  But  I  begged  him  not  to  bring  the  gout  into 
his  stomach,  by  being  persuaded  to  keep  it  out  by  strong  wines. 
Though  I  have  been  so  often  afflicted  by  severe  fits  for  these  twenty 
years,  I  never  had  it  but  one-half  hour  in  my  head,  and  never  once 
in  my  stomach.  In  this  fit,  though  I  kept  my  bed  within  three  days 
of  a  month,  perspired  immoderately  and  almost  constantly,  yet  I 
drank  nothing  but  cold  water  the  whole  time ;  and  every  morning,  as 
soon  as  I  wake,  have  my  face  and  neck  washed  with  cold  water.  No 
fit  ever  came  so  rapidly  and  regularly,  nor  went  off  more  kindly*^ 
thanks  to  the  bootikins,  and  to  cold  water  and  air ;  which  two  last, 
I  am  persuaded  by  long  e^tperience,  will  never  hurt  me^  though  very 
likely  my  system  would  kill  a  Hercules,  who  all  his  life  kept  a  fiery 
furnace  in  his  stomach.  For  your  nephew,  he  seems  to  have  ac- 
quired the  only  thing  he  wanted,  and  which  was  very  excusable  to 
want  at  his  age, — prudence.  And  he  feels  it  still  more  on  your  ac- 
count than  his  own. 

I  beg  the  nation's,  but  not  your  pardon,  for  indulging  myself  in 
giving  the  precedence  to  your  nephew. — Now  for  the  other. 

Our  Parliament  opened  yesterday.  The  Speech  did  not  display 
very  promising  prospects,  but  the  debates  and  events  in  neither 
House  ^ere  remarkable:  prodigious  bickerings  were  expected  be- 
tween generals,  admirals,  commissioners,  and  ministers  ;  but  some  of 
the  points  in  contestation  were  alone  touched,  and  nothing  probed, 
though  probably  only  deferred. 

It  is  said  and  believed,  that  Sir  Harry  Clinton  had  embarked  a 
hody  of  troops  for  our  West  Indian  islands,  but  has  disembarked 
them  again  ;  so,  the  merchants  concerned  in  those  islands  are  in  the 
highest  alarms.  Spain,  I  doubt,  grows  less  and  less  to  be  depended 
upon;  and  the  French  party  in  Holland  have  carried' some  strong 
questions  against  our  seizure  of  their  ships,  though,  we  have  offered 
reasonable  indemnification.  In  short,  I  have  neither  good  news 
Bor  good  prognostics  to  send  you.  All  these  things  are  public ; 
and  secrets  I  should  not  utter  even  to  you  at  this  distance,  if  I  knew 
any. 

You  shall  hear  again  as  soon  as  I  am  able  to  write,  or  sooner,  if 
there  is  any  thing  material  to  send  y9u.  Your  nephew  will  help  me 
out;  though  in  the  hurry  of  a  fresh  arrival,  and  with  his  attendance 
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on  Parliament,  you  cannot  justly  expect  him  to  be  very  punctual  at 
first,  till  he  is  got  en  train :  however,  I  am  sure  his  heart  will  not 
let  him  be  remiss.*    Adieu ! 


LETTER  CCXCV. 

Arlington  Street,  Dec  18, 17ta 
Having  so  many  lonely  vacant  hours  (if  pain  leaves  vacancy,) 
I  should  seem  unpardonable  in  having  left  such  a  chasm  in  our  cor- 
respondence, when  I  know  you  are  extremely  impatient  for  news. 
Solitary  hours,  to  be  sure,  I  have  bad  innumerable,  eveti  in  my  best 
intervals ;  for  fashion  has  pushed  the  day  so  far  into  the  night,  that  I 
have  been  forced  to  conform  my  sick  regularity  a  little  to  the  watch- 
es of  the  town,  and  dine  later  than  I  choose,  or  dine  in  public ;  for 
nobody  will  make  me  a  morning's  visit  before  two  in  the  afternoon, 
nor  leave  me  to  go  home  to  dress  for  dinner  before  four.  They  come 
not  again  till  eight  or  nine  at  night  when  they  would  keep  me  out  of 
bed  till  twelve,  if  1  would  let  them. 

But  I  have  had  more  grievous  reasons  for  not  writing;  though 
free  from  pain  for  this  week,  I  have  not  yet  at  all  recovered  the  use  of 
my  right  hand.  But  I  have  had  a  more  serious  and  more  dangerous 
complaint,  and  the  consequence  of  my  gout;  such  a  weakness  in  my 
breast,  that  an  inflammation  on  it  was  apprehended,  and  f  was  abso- 
lutely forbidden  to  see  company,  or  even  speak,  which  I  must  do  to 
dictate.  This  codicil  to  my  gout,  I  confess,  was  owing  to  this  my 
second  childhood ;  in  short,  my  spirits  ran  away  with  me,  and  I  talk- 
ed without  ceasing.  Even  a  child  is  cunning  enough  to  make  ex- 
cuses: mine  was,  that  I  could  have  gone 'about  the  town  for  three 
days  without  speaking  three  words,  for  1  might  not  have  met  with 
three  persons  to  whom  I  wished  to  speak ;  but  in  ray  own  room,  whefe 
I  see  nobody  but  those  I  choose  to  see,  and  many  friends  whom  I  had 
not  seen  for  six  months,  one  must  have  the  continent  tongue  of  IjotA 
Abercornf  to  be  silent.  Well !  I  am  recovered  of  that  danger,  and 
am  recovering  of  all  the  rest ;  and  you  shall  hear  no  more  of  me,  who 
am  not  politics,  which  are  what  you  want  to  know. 

Of  them  I  know  not  what  to  write.  The  Parliament  is  unshaken, 
though  it  has  had  rough  concussions.  The  rash  proclamation^  in  Ame- 
rica alarmed  much,  and  I  fear  will  have  bitter  consequences:  but  all 
is  swallowed  up  by  the  new  court-martial  on  Admiral  Keppel;  as 
rash  an  act  in  its  kind,  and  the  deed,  it  is  said,  of  that  black  man, 
Sir  Hugh  Palliser  alone.§    Its  consequences  may  be  many,  various, 

*  Sir  Horace  Mann  the  younger  wns  member  for  Maidstone. — Ed. 
t  James  Hamilton,  eighth  Earl  of  Abercorn,  remarkable  for  hi^  taciturnity. 
%  The  Manifesto  of  the  Commissioners,  referred  to  at  p.  80. 
l  The  court-martial  was  ordered  for  the  7th  of  January,    6n  receiving  the 
notice^  Admiral  Keppel  repaired  to  the  House  of  Commons,  where  Mr.'  Temple 
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and  fatal ;  but  I  neither  love  to  foresee,  nor  to  spread  misfortunes  of 
my  country,  when  my  letter  must  pass  through  the  ordeal  of  as  many 
hostile  post-houses  as  formecly  galant  ladies  passed  over  burning 
plough-shares. — Let  us  talk  rather  of  gaUmt  ladies — but  no,  I  hate 
scandal ;  and,  besides,  our  greatest  dames  are  no  longer  galant,  but 
errant  street-walkers,  and  1  have  never  promised  to  send  you  the 
register  of  Doctors'  Commons:  our  news- writers  are  the  proper 
secretaries  of  that  tribunal,  and  can  scarcely  outstrip  the  trgth. 

What  I  have  long  apprehended  is  on  the  point  of  conclusion,  the 
sale  of  the  pictures  at  Houghton:  the  mad  master  has  sent  his  final 
demand  of  forty-five  thousand  pounds  for  them  to  the  Empress  of 
Russia,  at  the  same  time  that  he  has  been  what  he  calls  improving 
the  outside  of  the  house ;  basta  I  Thus  end  all  my  visions  about 
Houghton,  which  I  never  will  see^  though  I  must  go  thither  at  last ; 
nor,  if  I  can  help  it,  think  of  more. 

Your  old  acquaintance,  Mr.  Worseley,*  is  dead,  and  in  a  shock- 
ing way  to  us  moderns,  though  h  la  Romaine :  he  had  such  dread- 
M  internal  complaints,  thai  he  determined  to  starve  himself,  and  for 
the  four  last  days  tasted  exactly  nothing. 

My  oewly  recovered  voice  will  not  permit  me  to  dictate :  your 
nephew  and  the  newspaper  can  tell  you  as  much  more  as  I  could. 
If  I  have  any  judgment,  which  I  doubt,  the  tragedy  is  coming  rather 
to  the  fifth  act  than  to  the  conclusion.  Hitherto  the  drama  has  been 
carried  on  by  relation,  or — behind  the  scenes ;  now  the  d6naument 
may  be  on  the  stage.    Adieu  I  I  am  quite  tired. 

Lotlrell  moved  an  address  to  the  Eing^,  praying  him  to  order  a  court-martial  on  Sir 
Hugh  Palliser.  Upon  this,  Sir  Hugh  rose,  and  with  much'  acrimony  attacked  the 
Admirars  conduct;  who,  in  answer,  professed  his  readiness  to  meet  inquiry. 
** Thank  God,"  he  said,  ^*I  am  not  the  accuser,  but  the  accused.  I  was  called  to 
serve  my  country  at  a  very  critical  period  ;  I  have  performed  my  duty  to  the  best 
1^  my  abilities,  and  whatever  the  issue  may  be,  I  have  one  consolation,  that  I  have 
acted  strictly  to  the  best  of  my  judgment."  He  was  greeted  with  the  loudest 
applause,  and  retired  from  the  House,  accompanied  by  a  large  body  of  the  mem- 
bers. In  consequence  of  Admiral  KeppePs  bad  state  of  health,  a  bill  was  brought 
in  to  allow  the  court-martial  to  be  held  on  shore.  It  passed  the  Commons  without 
opposition,  but  was  opposed  in  the  Lords  by  Lord  Thurlbw,  on  the  plea  that  the 
Admiral's  bad  state  of  health  had  not  been  proved.  Upon  which,  the  Marquis 
of  Rockingham  observed,  ''that  he  had  seen  him  the  other  evening  leave  the 
HoQse  of  Commons,  with  a  glory  of  conscious  innocence  around  his  head  :  no  per- 
son coold  have  quitted  it  with  more  seeming  celerity,  strength,  dignity,  and  manly 
vigoor;  yet  he  dined  with  him  the  same  evening,  and  such  was  the  strange  pre- 
carioasness  and  vicissitude  of  his  spirits,  though  only  an  hoar  elapsed  since  he 
Mw  him  leave  the  Hoose  of  Ck>mmon8«  that  he  took  half  an  hour  to  get  up  from  the 
ground-floor  to  the  dining-room,  being  in  the  interim  afflicted  with  the  severest 
pains  from  cramp  in  both  his  legs."  See  the  very  able  and  interesting  "  Life  of 
Tncount  Keppel,"  by  the  Hon.  and  Rev.  Thomas  Keppel,  vol.  ii.  p.  63.— Ed. 
*  James  Worseley,  Master  of  the  Board  of  Works. 
VOL  II. — 8 
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LETTER  CCXCVI. 

Strawberry  Hill,  Jan.  5, 1779. 

Old  women— our  only  remaining  prophets,  except  the  Opposition 
and  a  little  common  sense, — prognosticate  great  woes  for  the  coming 
year,  from  the  omens  of  its  first  day.  A  tempest  at  the  instant  of 
the  new  year  made  terrible  havoc  of  tiles,  chimneys,  and  trees;  and 
at  night  great  part  of  Greenwich  Hospital  was  burnt.  I  doubt  casu- 
alties will  not  be  the  sole  completion  of  the  augury.  There  is  actu- 
ally great  apprehension  for  Jamaica,  or,  at  least,  some  of  the  West 
Indian  Islands.  I  believe  there  are  no  eggs  laid  for  achievements  on 
our  side,  but  some  for  discontent.  The  trial  of  Admiral  Keppel  is 
most  unpopular,  especially  with  his  own  profession.  Lord  Hawke 
and  eleven  other  Admirals  have  presented  to  the  King  a  remon- 
strance against  the  precedent,  on  the  lateness  of  the  complaint,  on 
the  impropriety  of  it  as  subjecting  Commanders-in-chief  to  the  un- 
certainty of  opinion,  and  on  the  precipitation  of  the  Admiralty  in 
ordering  the  trial.  A  draught  of  the  Remonstrance  was  shown  to 
Mr.  Keppel  himself;  he  tore  it,  and  desired  it  might  not  be  presented. 
This  did  him  great  honour,  but  did  not  prevent  the  delivery.*  I 
should  think  the  Parliament  w6uld  meet  again  in  cloudy  weather, 
though  they  may  vote  it  is  fair. 

I  came  hither  on  New  Year's  Day  to  try  change  of  weather,  as  I 
mend  very  slowly,  or  not  at  all.  In  truth,  I  expect  but  little  me- 
lioration.. My  natural  weakness,  with  so  many  attacks,  so  much 
gout  in  my  constitution,  and  sixty  one — no  elastic  age,  make  me 
conclude  that  I  shall  not  pass  much  of  my  remaining  time  out  of  my 
own  houses.  It  is  a  doom  I  shall  not  struggle  with :  I  have  no  Idea 
of  forcing  a  helpless  skeleton  upon  other  people,  nor  can  see  myself 
but  what  I  am.  It  seems  strange  to  me  that  so  many  decrepit  car- 
dinals should  have  accepted  the  tiara,  when  they  were  as  likely  to 
be  buried  as  crowned. 

I  shall  carry  this  letter  to  town  with  me  to-morrow,  and  add 
any  news,  if  I  hear  any,  before  Friday.  I  might,  from  the  little  I 
had  to  say,  have  waited  till  the  Parliament  met  next  week ;  but  it 
seems  as  if  I  had  not  written  to  you  for  some  time.  Your  nephew, 
I  conclude,  is  out  of  town,  for  I  have  seen  him  but  the  once  I  told 
you.  But  I  am  still  more  impatient  to  hear  from  you  again,  as  your 
last  left  you  with  remains  of  fever.  I  know  you  are  not  rash,  and 
know  how  to  tnanage  yourself  in  fevers ;  but  you  have  not  good  Dr. 
Cocchi  to  watch  you,  and  I  have  no  opinion  of  Italian  Galens*  I 
think,  too,  that  there  was  low-spirited  accent  in  your  style,  but  trust 


*  The  condact  of  the  Admiralty  in  appointing  the  coort-martial  gave  the  highest 
disgust  to  all  ranks  in  the  navy.  Twelve  British. Ad mirala,  at  the  head  of  whom 
was  Keppera  old  commander,  the  veteran  Hawke,  drew  up  a  memorial,  which 
was  presented  to  the  King  by  the  Duke  of  BoUon.— £h>. 
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it  was  the  effect  of  the  times.  I  impute  to  that  habit  an  expression, 
which  though  the  effusion  of  your  friendship  and  tenderness  for  me» 
I  must  reclaim  against.  You  say,  you  love  and  achrc  me.  Jesus ! 
my  dear  sir !  What  an  object  of  adoration !  You  put  me  in  mind 
of  what  1  have  read  In  some  traveller,  who,  viewing  some  Indian 
temple  that  blazed  with  gold  and  jewels,  was  ^t  last  introduced  into 
Hiemnctum  sanctorum,  where  behind  the  veil  sat  the  object  of  wor-' 
ship— an  old  baboon  I  and,  perhaps,  poor  pug's  inside,  as  well  as  out, 
was  fairer  than  mine. 

8th. 
I  have  no  news  to  add:  all  eyes  are  now  on  Portsmouth,  where 
the  trial  began  yesterday.  Prudence  is  not  gone  thither,  nor  had 
any  hi^nd  in  the  business :  but  she  has  been  out  of  fashion  for  some 
time;  and  her  mimic,  Cunnipg,  does  not  act  her  part  with  success. 
Adieu ! 


LETTER  CCXCVIL 

Jan.  29, 1779. 

SusPEiiBB  Still  1  The  court  martial  continues,  and  every  thing  re- 
spectfully awaits  its  determination :  even  E]rance  and  America  seem 
to  lie  upon  their  oars  till  the  oracle  at  Portsmouth  has  pronounced.* 
The  response,  however,  is  not  likely  to  be  ambiguous.  There  has 
been  such  juggling  to  warp  the  judgment  of  the  priests  of  Neptune ; 
and  the  frauds  have  been  so  openly  detected,  and  salt  water  Flamens 
are  so  boisterous  when  they  can  see  through  an  imposition ;  that  Pal- 
liser  and  his  accomplices,  high  and  low,  wilt  probably  rue  the  tempest 
they  have  brewed.  I  hinted  in  my  last  that  there  is  a  man,t  whom 
you  once  knew  well,  that  prefers  cunning  to  prudence:  he  will  not 
exalt  in  the  choice  he  has  made.  The  Duke  of  Marlborough  and 
Lord  Pembroke  declare  against  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty ;  the 
second  rs  expected  to  be  less  out  of  humour  with  the  Court-martial 
than  with  being  denied  the  Mastership  of  the  Horse  ;  but»  when  a. 
tide  turns,  it  sweeps  many  along  with  it.  I  will  say  no  more  of  poli* 
tics ;  the  horizon  does  not  clear — but  I  have  no  events  to  tell  you.  I 
write  only  to  amuse  your  impatience. 

Garrick  is  dead ;  not  a  public  loss,  for  he  bad  quitted  the  stage.:^ 

*  Gibbon,  writing  at  this  time  to  Mr.  Holroyd,  says,  "  Portsmouth  is  no  longer 
til  object  of  speculation.  The  whole  stream  of  all  men  and  all  jMirties  runs  one 
way.  Sir  Hugh  is  disgraced,  ruined,  &c  In  a  night  or  two  we  shall  be  in  a  blaze 
of  illaminHtion,  from  the  zeal  of  naval  heroes,  land  patriots,  and  tallow-chandlers; 
the  last  are  not  the  least  sincere." — Eix 

t  Lord  Sandwich,  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty. 

t  David  Garrick  died  on  Vhe  20th  of  January^  at  his  bouse  on  the  Adelphi  Ter- 
nee,  in  the  sixty-third  year  of  his  age.  His  widow  survived  him  forty-three  years, 
lad  died  in  1822,  in  her  ninsty-oinUi  year«    Dr.  Johnson  pays  the  following  high 
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He  is  to  be  buried  on  Monday  in  great  ceremony  in  Westminster  Ai>- 
bey  ;*  but  not  having  been  so  attentive  to  worldly  riches  as  Lord 
Chatham^  bis  family  will  not  be  provided  for  by  Parliament,  They 
had  both  great  merit  in  their  different  walks,  and  were  both  good 
actors;  but  we  are  Athenians  enough  to  be  full  as  fond  of  (be 
stage  as  of  the  State.  .  Both,,  at  present,  are  a  little  in  want  of  a 
genius. 

There  is  a  report  that  the  poor  simple  Lord  Maynardf  has  shot 
himself  at  Naples— is  it  true?  The  Duke  of  Dorset  is  almost  in. as 
bad  a  scrape  as  if  he  had  married  Lady  Maynard.  He  is  waiting 
for  a  Duchess  till  Lady  Derbytis  divorced.  He  would  not  marry 
her  before  Lord  Derby  did,  and  now  is  forced  to  take  her,  when  he 
himself  has  made  her  a  very  bad  match.  A  quarter  of  our  Peeresses 
will  have  been  wives  of  half  our  living  Peers. 

You  must  be  content  with  these  brief  letters,  while  I  WFite  for  your 
satisfaction  rather  than  for  your  information.  I  am  recovered 
enough  to  go  to  a  few  places;  but  I  do  not,  nor  can  expect  to  mend 
so  fast  as  when  younger. 

tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  fj^reat  actor,  in  tji«  coscluding  passage  of  his  Life  of 
Edmund  Smith,  the  Poet':  "  At  this  man's  table  I  enjoyed  many  cheerful  and  in- 
structive  hours,  with  companions  such  as  are  not  often  found;  with  one  who  hs8 
lengthened,  and  one  who  has  gladdened  life;  with  Dr.  James,  whose  skill  in  physic 
will  be  long  remembered,  and  with  David  Garrick,  whom  f  hoped  to  have  gratified 
with  this  character  of  our  common  friend  ;  but  what  are  the  hopes  of  man  !  I  am 
disappointed  by  this  stroke  of  death,  which  has  eclipsed  the  gaiety  of  nations,  and 
impoverished  the  public  stock  of  harmless  pleasures." — Eb. 

*  Hannah  More,  in  a  letter  to  her  sister,  gives  the  following  striking  account  of 
Garrick's  interment:  *<  T^e  bell  of  St.  Martiii*^  and  the  Abbey  gave  a  sound  that 
smote  upon  my  very  soul.  We  were  put  into  a  little  gallery  directly  over  the 
grave,  where  we  could  see  and  hear  every  thing  as  distinctly  as  if  the  Abbey  bad 
been  a  parlour.  We  were  no  sooner  recovered  from  the  first  burst  of  grief,  than  I 
cast  my  eyes,  the  first  thing  on  Handefs  monument  and  read  the  scroll  in  his  hand, 
'  I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth.'  Just  at  three  the  great  doors  burst  open  with 
a  noise  that  shook  the  roof;  the  organ  struck  up,  and  the  whole  choir,  in  strains 
only  less  solemn  than  the  *  archangePs  trump,'  began  HandeUs  fine  anthem.  The 
whole  choir  advanced  to  the  grave,  in  hoods  and  surplices,  singing  all  the  way ;  then 
Sheridan,  as  chief  mourner;  then  the  body,  (alas!  whose  body  1)  with  ten  noblemen 
and  gentlemen  palt-bearers ;  then  the  rest  of  the  friends  and  mourners;  hardiya 
dry  eye — the  very  players,  bred  to  the  trade  of  counterfeiting,  shod  genuine  tears. 
As  soon  as  the  body  was  let  down,  the  Bishop  began  the  service,  which  he  read  in 
a  low,  but  solemn  and  devout  manner.  Such  an  awful  stillness  reigned,  that  every 
word  was  audible.  How  I  felt  it !  Judge  if  my  heart  did  not  assent  to  the  wish, 
that  the  soul  of  our  dear  brother  now  departed  was  in  peace.  And  this  is  all  of 
Garrick !  Yet  a  little  while  and  he  shall  say  to  the  worm,  <  Thou  art  my  brother  ;* 
and  to  corruption,  *•  Thou  art  my  mother  and  my  sister.*  So  passes  away  the  fashion 
of  this  world."— Life,  vol.  i.  p.  157.— Ed. 

t  He  had  married  the  well-known  Nancy  Parsons,  who  had  been  kept  by  the 
Dukes  of  Graflon,  Dorset,  &c. ;  but  it  was  not  true  that  he  had  killed  hiqiself.. 

X  Lady  Elizabeth  Hamilton..    The  divorce  did  not  take  place. 
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LETTER  CCXCVIII. 

Arlington  Street,  Feb.  11, 1779. 

I AK  only  getting  ready  this  letter  for  to-morrow,  when  it  is  to  set 
oat  with  the  full  triumph  of  Admiral  Keppel,  which  is  expected  in 
town  tQ-night  from  Portsmouth.  The  fronts  of  several  houses  are 
already  decorated  with  lamps,  and,  as  soon  as  the  courier  arrives,  I 
suppose  the  whole  town  witl  be  in  a  blaze — I  hope»  only  of  light ;  but, 
when  a  mob  expresses  its  joy^one  may  always  fear  lest  it  should  mis- 
take mischief  for  merriment.  The  guards  are  ordered  to  be  doubled : 
I  fancy,  a  few  of  them  wilf  not  be  fiir  from  the  Admiralty.* 

The  good  people  of  Edinburgh  have  set  but  an  ugly  example. 
There  has  been  a  serious  insurrection  against  the  Papists,  and  two 
mass-bouses  were  burnt ;  and  the  Provost  quieted  the  tumult  only  by 
promising  that  the  toleration  of  Popery  should  not  be  extended  to 
Scotland.  This  will  be  agreeable  news  to  the  Americans,  who  did 
not  expect  to  see  the  Administration  reproved  by  Scots. 

You  will  not  be  agitated  by  popular  rumours.  If  I  repeat  them  to 
you,  it  is,  that  if  any  thing  should  happen,  you  may  not  be  surprised. 
In  a  word,  some  changes  at  least  are  expected,  particularly  in  the 
Admiralty,  the  rudder  of  whicli,  it  is  said,  has  been  .offered  to  Lord 
Howe, — some  say,  and  refused  by  him ;  others,  that  he  objected  to 
Lord  George  Germain;  and  others,  that  he  demands  an  inquiry  on 
himself  and  his  brother.  Lord  Suffolk  is  certainly  to  retire  on  the 
plea  of  infirmity,  which  is  a  reason  why  he  should  not  come-  into 
place;  and  Lord  Buckingham  is  to  quit  Ireland^  and,  I  believe,  is  al- 
lowed to  say,  at  his  own  request  too — he  also  might  have  had  an 
earlier  plea: — in  short,  difficulties  at  present  are  more  plentiful  than 
recources.  Per  contra,  Spain  is  said  to  have  offered  us  her  media- 
tioo,  and  to  have  it  accepted.  Yesterday  I  heard  that  the  Duke  of 
Medina  Sidonia  had  actually  set  out  for  Paris  on  that  errand,  but  was 
dead  on  the  road.  The  want  of  a  successor  will  not  be  an  impedi- 
ment, if  there  is  no  other. 

This  minute  I  receive  your  tender  letter  of  the  Iflah  of  last  month: 
but  pray,  my  dear  sir,  be  easy  about  me ;  I  am  as  much  recovered  as 
probably  I  shall  be.  I  go  out,  and  walk  tolerably  with  a  cane.  To 
be  sure,  another  severe  fit  may  confine  me  at  home ;  but,  as  I  do  not 
indulge  distant  hopes,  why  should  I  disturb  myself  with  future  fears  ? 
I  have  patience  and  submission^  and  they  are  at  least  as  potent  as 
care.  Of  every  thing  I  make  the  best  I  can.  Immediate  vexations 
one  cannot  easily  divert ;  but  gloomy  thoughts  that  are  resident,  and 
Teturn  only  when  the  mind  is  vacant,  I  remove  by  any  amusement 
that  offers.  This  is  my  case  about  my  pephew  and  Houghton.  I 
forget  them  as  fast  as  possible,  though  I  own  they  frequently  return. 
It  is  very  true,  I  did  desire  the  pictures  should  be  sold,  as  I  preferred 

*  Lord  Sandwich,  Eeppers  enemy,  was  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty. 
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his  paying  his  grandfather's  and  father's  debts  to  false  splendour;  but 
that  is  not  the  case  now.  As  he'  is  not  legally  obliged,  he  doos  not 
think  of  acquitting  his  father's  debts;  and,  as  he  has  com])ounded  his 
grandfather's  unsatisfied  debts  for  fifteen  thousand  pounds,  he  does 
not  want  forty  thousand.  In  short,  I  am  persuaded  that  the  villain- 
ous crew  about  him,  knowing  tRey  could  not  make  away  clandes- 
tinely with  the  collection  in  case  of  his  death,  prefer  money  they  can 
easily  appropriate  to  themselves.  Whether  the  price  affixed  is  ade- 
quate,, or  too  low,  is  difficult  to  say.  Imaginary  value  depends  on 
circumstances  and  times*  I  once  should  have  thought  forty  thoti- 
sand  pounds  a  high  price :  the  whole  collection  made  by  my  father, 
of  which  there  have  aJready  been  three  sales,  cost  but  that  sum. 
Five  years  ago^  with  the  opulence  and  rage  for  virlii,  they  would 
have  produced  more.  At  present,  not  so  much»  Last  night  I  heai«d 
the  bargain  is  not  concluded.  Cipriani  was  desired  to  value  them, 
and  has  called  in  West.  To  be  sure,  I  should  wish  they  were  rather 
sold  to  the  Crown  of  England  than  to  that  of  Russia,  where  they  will 
be  burnt  in  a  wooden  palace  on  the  first  insurrection :  here  they 
would  be  still  Sir  Robert  Walpole's  collection.  But  my  grief  is  that 
they  are  not  to  remain  at  Houghton,  where  he  placed  them,  and 
wished  them  to  remain.     Pride  and  pity  leave  me  but  that  desire. 

At  midnight. 

I  am  this  moment  come  in,  and  may  as  well  write  to  you  as  to  go 

to  bed;  for  it  is  impossible  to  sleep,  from  the  noise  of  squibs  and 

crackers.     The  sentence  arrived  at  half-an-hour  after  nine,,  and  in 

two  hours  the  whole  town  was  illuminated.*    I  drove  with  two  la- 

*  No  sooner  was  it  known  that  Admiral  Eeppel  was  fully  and  honourably,  acquit- 
ted, than  a  general  illumination  took  place :  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  in  a  letter  to  the 
Admiral,  says — *^They  were  universal,  I  believe,  Without  the  exception  of  a  single 
4iou8e.  Poor  Sir  Hugh's  house  in  Pall  Mali  was  entirely  gutted,  and  its  contents 
burnt  in  St.  James's  Square,  in  spite  of  a  large  party  of  horse  and  foot,  who  came  to 
protect  it.  Lord  North  and  Lord  Bute  had  their  windows  broke.  The  Admiralty 
gates  were  unhinged.  To-night,  I  hear,  Sir  Hugh  is  to  be  burnt  in  et&gy  before 
your  door.  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  lend  your  picture  to  an  engraver  to  make  a 
large  print  from  it."  From  the  following  passage  in  Mr.  Burke's  "  Letter  to  a 
Noble  Lord,"  it  will  be  seen,  tiiat  this  picture  had  been  presented  to  him  by  the 
Admiral  at  Portsmouth :  "  It  was  but  the  o^faer  day,  that,  in  putting  in  order  eome 
things,  I  looked  over  a  number  of  fine  portraits,  most  of  them  of  persons  now  dead, 
but  whose  society,  in  my  better  days,  made  this  a  proud  and  happy  place.  Amongst 
tnem  was  the  picture  of  Lord  KeppeL  It  was  painted  by  an  artist  worthy  of  the 
subject,  the  excellent  friend  of  that  excellent  man  from  their  earliest  youth,  and  a 
common  friend  of  us  both,  with  whom  we  liveil  for  many  years  without  a  moment 
of  coldness,  of  peevishness,  of  jealousy,  or  of  jar,  to  the  day  of  our  final  separatioa. 
I  ever  looked  upon  Lord  Keppel  as  one  of  the  greatest  and  best  men  of  his  see ; 
and  I  loved  and  cultivated  him  accordingly.  He  was  much  in  my  heart,  and  I  be- 
lieve I  was  in  his  to  the  very  last  beat.  It  was  at  his  trial  at  Portsmouth  that  he 
gave  me  this  picture.  With  what  zeal  and  anxious  afl^ection  I  attended  him  through 
Ins  agony  of  glory ;  what  part  my  son  took  in  the  early  flush  and  enthusiasm  of  bis 
virtue,  and  the  pious  passion  with  which  he  attached  himself  to  all  my  connexions; 
with  what  prodigality  we  both  squandered  ourselves  in  courting  almost  every  eort 
of  enmity  for  his  sake;  1  believe  he  felt,  just  as  I  should  have  felt,  such  friendship 
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dies  from  -Grosvenor  Square  to  Spring  Garden,  to  wish  old  Lady 
Albemarle*  joy.  She  had  just  been  blooded,  for  she  is  seventy-five, 
but  you  may  imagine  was  in  happy  spirits ;  for  the  Sentence  is  as 
honourable  as  possible,  and  terms  the  accu3ation  unfounded  and  ma- 
licious in  every  article.  Palliser  escaped  from  Portsmouth  thfs  mor- 
ibing  at  five,  and  arrived  in  a  hired  post-chaise  at  the  Admiralty;  but 
was  known  as.he  entered,  and  wa^  pglled  by  the  populace  by  the  coat, 
but  got' in  safo..  We  passed  twice  by  his  hous^  in  Pall  Mall  just  now, 
and  fobond  a  mob  before  it,  but  a  strong  guard  Qf  soldiers  and  con- 
stables. The  people  have  not  been  riotous  yet :  but  as  they  are  fling- 
ing squibs,  and  the  streets  are  foil,  there  will  be  accidents,  if  no  de- 
termined mischief..  I  hope  to-morrow  morning  to  hear  that  the  night 
has  passed  quietly,  which  will  be  to  the  honour  of  the  Opposition. 
The  Opposition  in  my  father's  time  were  not  of  so  harmless  a  com- 
plexion; but  as  he  was  guiltless,  which  is  known  and  allowed  now, 
malevolence  could  only  keep  up  a  spirit  against  him  by  clamour. 
But,  good  night !  I  will  reserve  the  rest  of  my  paper  for  to-mor- 
row. ^ 

Friday  morn,  12th. 

My  servants  who  have  been  out  this  morning,  tell  me  that  about 

three  o*clock  the  mob  forced  their  way  into  Palliser's  house,  in  spite 

of  the  guards,  and  demolished  every  thing  in  it ;  and  that  they  broLe 

the  windows  of  Lord  George  Geraiain  and  of  Lord  North,  and  that 

00  80ch  occasion/* — It  may  not  be  improper  to  add,  that  the  counsel  employed  by 
Admiral  Keppel  were,  Mr.  Donning,  Mr.  Lee — and  the  Hon.  Thomas  Erskine;  wlio 
finding'  neither  the  naval  nor  military  service  congenial  to  his  taste,  had,  only  in  the 
Trinity  term  of  the  preceding  year,  been  called  to  the  bar.  As  a  mark  of  the  high 
sense  he  entertained  of  the  zeal  and  indefatigable  industry  shown  by  Mr.  £rskine 
upon  this  occasion,  the  Admiral  enclosed  him  two  bank-notes  of  five  hundred  pounds 
each.  The  future  Lord  Chancellor  of  England  called  in  Audley  Square,  to  ac- 
knowledge the  receipt  of  them ;  but,  not  finding  Admiral  Keppel  at  home,  he  wrote 
a  note  in  the  porter*s  hall,  which  it  would  be  an  act  of  injustice  to  his  memory  not  to 
subjoin :— **  You  must,  no  doubt,  my  dear  Sir,  have  been  very  much  surprised  at  re- 
ceiving no  answer  to  your  most  generous  letter;  but  I  trust  you  are  well  enough  ac- 
quainted with  my  temper  and  feelings  to  find  out  the  reason,  and  to  pardon  me.  I 
was, indeed,  altogether  unable  to  answer  it.  I  could  not  submit  to  do  injustice  to  my 
gratitude  and  afl^ction,  and  was  therefore  obliged  to  be  silent  till  I  could  wait  upon 
you  in  person ;  and,  having  missed  you,  imist  l^  silent  stHK  I  shall,  therefore,  only 
say,  that  tbe  generous  present  you  have  sent  me  is  out  of  all  kind  of  bounds  and  mea- 
fQre>even  if  the  occasion  had  afibrded  an  opportunity  of  rendering  them;  how  much 
the  more  when  your  own  ability  and  the  absurdity  of  the  occasion  wholly  disap- 
pointed my  zeaH  At  all  events,  the  honour  of  attending  Admiral  Keppel  would 
have  been  in  itself  a  most  ample  reward;  an  honour  which,  whatever  my  future  for- 
tunes may  be,  I  shall  ever  consider  as  the  brightestand  happiest  in  my  life,  and  which 
my  childrens*  children  will  hereafter  claim  as  an  inheritance.  I  do  most  sincerely 
pray  God  th»t  every  blessing  may  attend  you,  and  that  you  may  be  spared  for  the 
protection  of  a  country  which  has  proved  itself  worthy  of  protection.  My  heart 
mast  ever  be  with  you."    Lord  Keppel^s  Life,  vol.  ii.  p.  218. — ^£d. 

*  Lady  Anne  Lennox,  yooogest  daughter  of  Charles  Lennox  first  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond, widow  of  William- Anne  second  Earl  of  Albemarle,  mother  of  George  thiid 
Earl,  and  of  Adnual  Augostos  Kapp«L 
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several  of  the  rioters  are  taken  up.  How  wise  in  an  unsuccessful 
Administration  to  have  commenced  accusation  t 

You  talk  of  skating  on  the  Arno — it  is  hot  enough  here  to  bathe 
in  the  Thames.  I  was  literally  forced  to  throw  off  the  quilt  of  my 
bed  the  night  before  last — the  women  are  afraid  of  an  earthquake. 
I  will  write  again  soon,  for  I  think  there  will  be  matter. 

P.S.  The  mob'  entirely  gutted  Sir  Hugh  Palliser's  house  but  the 
furniture  had  been  removed. 
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Arlington  Street^  Feb.  16, 1779. 

I  PROMISED  you  a  sequel  to  my  history  of  illuminations,  and  here 
it  is.  They  were  repeated  on  Friday  night,  ih^  12ih ;  and  were 
more  universal  than  on  the  preceding  evening,  but  without  the 
least  disorder  or  riot.^  The  day  before  yesterday  the  Admiral  himself 
arrived,  as  privately  as  he  could;  but  at  night  all  Westminster  was 
again  lighted  up  and  part  of  the  City,  and  guns  and  craekers  were 
fired  till  morning,  and  yet  no  mischief  done.  The  two  houses  have 
voted  compliments  to  him,t  and  the  City  its  freedom.  Palliser  has 
resigned  his  seat  at  the  Admiralty,];  and  vacated  that  in  Parliament 
for  lear  of  being  expelled.  He  has  demanded  a  trial ;  but  the  Admi- 
ralty is  accused  of  being  less  eager  to  order  it  than  they  were  that  of 
Keppel.  The  latter  had  not  been  at  Court  yesterday,,  norln  the  House; 
but  there  have  been  motions  in  both  Houses  leading  to  the  attack  on 
Lord  Sandwich.  It  is  not  known  whether  he  will  be  removed  or  not. 
The  town  believes  there  have  been  negotiations  with  the  Oppositiot^ 
but  that  the  terms  offered  were  not  satisfactory.  '  I  assert  so  litl^e^ 
that  I  shall  certainly  draw  you  into  no  rash  crediility..  Were  you 
here,  you  might  believe  twenty  false  reports  every  hour.  It  is  not 
always  the  case  of  persons  at  a  distance  to  be  the  best  informed; 
but  you  have  a  very  cautious  historian^ 

I  shall  reserve  the  rest  of  my  paper  till  to-morrow ;  for,  though  I 
send  you  nothing  but  facts,  every  day  may  produce  some  event  at  pre- 
sent.   The  times  have  a  bag  of  eggs  like  a  pullet. 

19tb. 
The  Admiral  was  at  the  House  yesterday,  when  the  Speaker  ha- 
rangued him  in  a  fine  oration,  they  say ;  to  which  he  made  a  veiy 

*  Many  gentlemen  of  rank  took  part  in  these  rejoicings..  Mr.  Pitt  is  said  to  have 
assisted  iu  breaking  windows,  and  the  young  Duke  of  Ancaster  was  acUiaUy  taken 
araungst  the  rioters,  and  passed  the  fright  in  the  watch-house.— •Ed. 

t  In  the  Lords,  the  vote  of  thanks  was  moved  hj  the  Marquis  of  Rockinghairo,  and 
seconded  by  the  Duke  of  Bolton ;  in  the  Commons  by  Colonel  Barr6,  who  was  se- 
conded by  8ir  George  Savile. — Ed. 

^  Admiral  Mann  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacant  situation.— Ed. 
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modest  aad  pathetic  answer.*  To-morrow  be  is  to  be  congratulated 
god  banqueted  hj  the  Gilj,  on  which,  I  hear,  we  are  again  to  be  ilia- 
ninated ;  tMit  I  am  tired  of  crackers^  and  shall  go  quietly  to  Strawberrj. 
There  was  to  be  a  motion  in  the  Commons  to-daj  for  addressing  the 
King  to  remoYe  Palliser  from  his  other  posts  of  General  of  the  Ma- 
rines and  Governor  of  Scarborough  ;t  but  I  shall  know  the  result  be* 
fore  die  post  is  gone  out,  and  must  refer  you  to  the  newspapers. 

The  French  will  not  like  the  ickntvissemeni  of  the  Court-martial,  bj 
which  it  is  clear  thej  were  beaten  and  fled.  The  City,  which  does  not 
haggle,  has  expressed  this  a  little  grossly  in  their  address  to  Keppel.^ 
1 00  not  love  exultation.  There  is  no  grace  but  in  silent  victory.  Our 
iosoItB  to  the  Americans  at  (he  outset  of  the  war  were,  not  in  the  cha- 
racter of  this  country  ;  and  double  the  shame  oa  those  who  have  cev- 
tainlj  not  been  victorious  over  them  !  The  authors  of  the  war  have 
made  a  woful  figure  from  the  beginning  to  this  day  I 


LETTER  CC€. 

Pfeb.  25. 1T79. 

Your  veritable  nephew  brought  me,  yesterday,  your  letter  of  the 
6th,  which  came  by  die  courier,  and  he  has  jiist  sent  me  a  message 
that  your  servant  is  to  set  out  on  his  return  at  mree  o'clock.  It  is  now 
noon,  and  I  am  expecting  a  person  on  business,  so  that  I  shall  have 
but  a  minute  to  write. 

My  last  letters  have  hinted  at  the  disgraces  Lord  Sandwich's  arti-. 
Sees  have  brought  on  the  Court  by  the  absurd  persecution  of  Admiral 
Keppel.  It  was  very  nearly  overturning  the  Administration ;  and  the 
Chancellor,  Lord  Weymouth,  and  the  Paymaster,^  (a  little  faction  of 
themselves,)  would  have  tumbled  the  rest  down,  could  they  have  of- 
fered enough  to  content  the  Opposition.  I  think  the  present  system 
will  hold  together  something  longer,  though  their  credit  is  much 
shaken.  The  Opposition  is  not  very  able,  the  session  is  far  advanced, 
ind  a  little  success  has  arrived  to  prop  them.  St.  Lucia  is  taken, 
wcnres  St.  Vincent's,  and,  if  Byron  joins  that  expedition  unhurt  by 
D'Estaing,  the  West  Indies  will  be  saved.  These  are  "Ifs ;"  but  yet 
more  than  the  Ministers  have  had  for  some  time.  The  other  expedi- 
tion to  Geoi^a  has  prospered  too^  but  is  too  small,  and  with  the  winter 

*  After  making  it,  the  Admiral  was  so  overcome  by  that  extreme  sensibility  that 
dttrtcterized  biro,  that  he  immediately  retired  from  the  House. — Ed. 

t  A  motion  was  made  on  the  following  day,  by  Mr.  Fox,  for  the  dismissal  of  Sir 
Hogh  Palliser  from  all  his  military  employments;  but  on  his  being  informed,  by  Lord 
Km,  that  Sir  Hugh  bad  resigned  the  above  situations,  and  was  to  be  tried  by  a 
coon-marthil,  Mr.  Fox  consented  to  withdraw  it — Ed. 

I  The  Address  stated,  *nhat  the  spirit  and  intrepidity  of  our  officers  and  seamen 
bd  conveyed  terror  to  our  enemies,  and  obliged  them  to  seek  shelter  in  their  own 
porta  by  an  ignominious  flight.** — Ed. 

i  Mr.  Rigby. 
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lo  struggle  througli,  to  be  of  much  consequence :  and  you  see  we  hai^ 
not  as  yet  sent  a  man  to  America  of  late,  nor  can  get  a  thousand.  In 
short,  what  I  would  not  mention  but  by  your  own  courier,  nothing  can 
be  more  deplorable  than  our  prospect.  It  was  but  yesterday  Lord 
North  could  tell  the  House  he  had  got  the  money  on  the  loan,  and  is 
happy  to  get  it  under  eight  per  c^nt.  Then  the  new  taxes  are  to  come) 
and  new  discontent ;  the  ill-numour  certainly  rises  very  little  in  propor* 
.tion  tothe  distresses  {  yet  even  that  has  a  bad  cause — ^the  indifference 
and  dissipation  of  the  whole  country.  I  fear  it  must  be  some  great 
blow  that  will  rouse  us.  I  doubt  whether  the  French  will  think  of 
Minorca.  Our  greatest  felicity  is,  that  they  seem  to  have  thought  ai 
little  as  we.  Is  it  credible  that  they  should  hare  attempted  nothing? 
The  war  hitherto  has  been  a  w^r  of  priyateering,  in  which  Prance  has 
suffered  most.  In  one  word,  the  backwardness  of  Spain  has  sared  us. 
Their  junction  with  France  had  given  the  finishing  blow. 

This  is  but  a  sketch,  and  as  much  as  I  have  time  to  tell  you.  I  da 
not  say  so  much,  nor  any  thing  to  your  nephew  that  n^ight  give  him  an 
impression  that  might  recoil  on  you.  Indeed,  I  do  but  look  on  and  la- 
ment  the  fall  of  England.  Easy  I  am  so  far,  that  the  ill-success  of 
the  American  war  has  saved  us  from  slavery — ^in  truth,  I  am  content 
that  liberty  will  exist  any  where,  and  amongst  'Englishmen,  even  'cross 
the  Atlantic.  The  Scots,  who  planned  our  chains,  have,  as  formerly, 
given  the  Court  some  heart-aches,  and  would  be  the  first  to  give  more 
if  the  tide  should  turn.  I  think  Uie  King  will  support  Sandwich  still ; 
though  the  load  on  him  is  heavy.  Admiral  Keppel  has  behaved  with 
much  decency,  and  more  temper  than  could  be  elcpected.  There  was 
more  riot  on  Saturday,  when  he  dined  in  the  City,  and  much  fracture 
of  windows ;  but  it  is  generally  believed  that  the  Court  hired  the  mob^ 
to  make  the  other  side  sick  of  rejoicing.  The  Admiral  has  declined 
another  dinner,  with  the  West  India  merchants,  to  prevent  more  tu- 
mult ;*  and,  now  St.  Lucia  is  taken,  I  believe  (hey  are  glad  to  be  dd 
of  him. 

This  is  enough  for  a  comment  on  my  late  letters.  You  know,  I  never 
shift  my  principles  with  times.f    The  times,  alas  !  have  shifted  their 

{principles ;  but  I  am  interrupted,  and  must  seal  my  letter,  lest  it  be  too 
ate. 

*  "  I  cannot,*'  said  the  Admiral,  in  his  letter  to  the  chairman  of  the  West  India 
Company,  in  ^hich  he  declined  this  invitation,  **  but  be  proud  of  the  demonstratiooB 
of  joy  iA>  generally  expressed ;  yet  I  should  feel  myself  much  reprehensible,  if  1  a^ 
forded  a  pretence  to  any  to  say  that  I  encouraged  any  excesses  at  a  late  hour  of  the 
night,  which  tend  to  alarm  and  disturb  the  quiet  of  the  town ;  and  I  can  truly  say 
that  I  did  all  in  my  power  to  prevent  the  last  instance  of  iL*'— Ed. 

t  **  Manners  with  fortunes,  humours  turn  with  climes, 
Tenets  with  books,  and  principles  with  time&*'— Popi., 
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Arlington  Street,  March  9th,  1779. 
There  has  been  a  momient  in  which  the  scales  hare  been  more 
equalij  balanced  than  for  some  years  ;  but  the  fluctuation  has  not  lasted 
I  a  week.  On  Wednesday,  the  Opposition  in  the  House  of  Commons 
I  mounted  to  170,  and  the  Majority  sunk  to  34.  Yesterday^  though  the 
ionner  mustered  four  more  votes,  the  Administration  rejected  the 
motioD  by  a  majority  of  72.  The  questions  bofh  days  related  to  the 
Fleet.*  Yesteiday  Admiral  Keppel  and  Lord  Howe  declared  they 
eoold  not  serve  under  the  present  Ministers  ;  yet  I  think  the  latter  will 
stand  their  ground,  even  to  Lord  Sandwich,  though  the  general  opinion 
is  that  he  will  haye  thecSeals,  which  Lord  Su£folk'd  death  has  vacated. t 
He  died  at  the  Bath  on  Saturday,  whither  he  was  but  just  arrived  in  a 
desperate  state.  His  death  is  no  blow  but  to  his  familv.  Seldom  was 
lie  able  to  do  any  business ;  and  had  no  talents  when  he  could. 

While  I  am  writing  to  you,  I  am  wishing  for  some  member  of  the 
House  of  Commons  to  come  in,  to  give  me  an  account  of  your  nephew; 
for  one  of  the  morning  papers  says  he  spoke  yesterday  for  the  Court; 
and,  diough  I  am  pe^uaded  well,  I  want  to  be  told  so ;  and,  as  I  dine 
abroad,  I  am  at  least  as  eager  to  be  able  to  tejl  you  so,  and  am  afraid 
of  not  knowing  it  in  time.  I  did  write  to  you  by  your  courier,  but  be* 
lieve  he  did  not  set  out  by  some  days  so  soon  as  I  expected  ;  however, 
lie  must  arrive  before  this. 

We  have,  undoubtedly,  made  a  great  number  of  French  prises ;  and 

D'Estaing,  in  particular,  has  made  a  woful  figure.     They  say  at  Paris, 

:   that,  if  ever  he  is  Marshal  of  France,  ^'  au  moins  son  bliton  ne  sera 

!   m  du  bois  de  Sainte  Lucie."     There  do  not  seem  to  spring  many 

I   neioes  out  of  this  war  on  eitlier  side.     Fame  has  shut  her  temple,  too, 

JQ  Germany  :  yet  I  think  both  the  Emperor  and  King  of  Prussia  have 

iome  claim  on  history  ;  the  latter  by  clipping  Ceesar's  soaring  wings, 

aod  Cssar  by  having  kept  so  old  and  so  able  a  professor  at  bay  for  a 

^kole  campsugn.     Still  tne  professor  has  carried  a  great  point  by  having 

linked  his  interests  with  those  of  the  Empire.     The  gratitude  of  those 

princes  might  soon  wear  out ;  but  it  is  their  interest  to  maintain  a  great, 

diotu^h  new,  power,  that  can  balance  the  House  of  Austria. 

We  have  no  private  news  of  any  sort*  As,  by  your  desire,  I  write 
naore  frequently  thanjforraerly,  you  must  be  content  with  shorter  let- 
ters ;  for  distance  and  absence  deprive  us  of  the  little  incidents  of  com- 

*  Both  the  motions  were  made  by  Mr.  Fox.  The  first  was  a  motion  of  censure 
n  the  Admiralty,  in  sending  out  Admiral  Eeppel  with  too  small  a  force;  the  second 
felated  to  the  state  of  the  navy  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  with  France.  The 
fiiBt  division  was  a  most  unusual  one  on  tlie  side  of  the  minority.  During  the  de« 
li^ie,  Lord  North  is  said  to  have  showed  a  degree  of  passion  and  vehemence  not  at 
*1I  customary  with  him.— Ed. 

f  The  vacancy  occaeioned  by  the  death  of  the  Earl  of  Sufiblk  was  not  filled  up 
till  October;  when  Lord  Stormont  was  appointed  one  of  the  principal  Secretaries  of 
State.— Ed. 
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mon  correspondence.  I  am  forced  to  write  to  you  of  such  events 
only  as  one  would  write  to  posterity.  One  cannot  say,  **  I  dined  with 
such  a  person  yesterday,"  when  the  letter  is  to  be  a  fortnight  onlhe 
road ;  still  less  when  you  know  nothjng  of  my  Lord  or  Mr.  Such-an- 
one,  whom  I  should  mention.  ^  .  - 

Your,  nephew  desired  me  to  give  him  a  list  of  pamphlets  for  yon; 
I  told  him»  a»  is  true,  'that  there  is  scarcely  any  such  thing.  The 
pamphleteers  now  vent  themselves  in  quotidian  letters  in  the  newB*^ 
papers..  Formerly  you  know,  there  were  only  weeRly  essays  in  a 
Fog's  Journal  or  Craftsman :  at  preseni  every  morning  paper  has  one 
page  of  political  invective  at  leasts  and  so  coarse,  ^hat  they  would  be 
as  sour  as  vinegar  before  they  reached  Florence :  yoii  would  crats 
yourself  at  reading  them. 

I  asked  you  about  a  report  of  Lord  M aynard's  sudden  death.  We 
know  it  was  false,  and  that  his  wife,  who  has  always  some  fascina* 
ting  power,  has  established  herself  at  theCourtof  Naples,  by  dispens- 
ing James's.  They  say  she  is  universally  visited,  except'  by  those 
English  prudes,  the  Countesses  of  Berkeley  and  Orford.  I  should  not 
wonder  if  the  former  was  to  dethrone  Lady  Maynard  by  distributing 
Keyser's  pills.* 

P.S.  I  kept  my  letter  open  to  the  last  minute,  and  am  now  vexed 
to  tell  you  that  the  Public  Advertiser  misled  me.  Your  nephew  did 
speak  yesterday  and  very  well ;  but  not  for  the  Administration.f  It 
surprises  me  much ;  for  the  last  time  I  saw  him,  not  a  fortnight  ago, 
his  language  was  very  different,  as  it  was  before  Christmas;  and  I 
told  you  how  much  I  encouraged  him  in  those  sentiments  on  your 
account;  not  that  I  think  any  man  could  be  so  unjust  as  to  impute 
his  deviations  to  you,  who  would  be  the  last  man  upon  earth  to  instil 
opposition  into  him.  I  hope  he  has  no  such  intention,  and  that  this 
sally  will  have  no  suite.  It  would  be  impossible  for  me,  and  so  put 
of  character  that  it  would  have  no  weight,  to  argue  with  him,  when 
I  have  ever  so  totally  condemned  the  American  war,  which  has  un- 
done us;  but  I  shall  entreat  him  not  to  frequent  the  House,  and  to  re- 
turn to  you,  rather  than  to  act  a  part  that  would  be  unpleasing  to 
you.  I  think  if,  in  your  gentle  way,  you  lamented  yourself  to  him, 
his  congenial  nature  would  be  more  struck  than  even  if  he  had  not 
acted  contrary  to  your  wishes.  I  have  not  time  to  say  a  word  more 
—but  do  not  torment  yourself.  Trust  to  your  own  merit ;  and,  if 
your  modesty  is  too  great  for  that,  call  in  philosophy,  that  is  a  real 
comforter  when  coupled  with  the  consciousness  of  having  done  our 
duty. 

^  For  the  core  of  a  diagusting  disease. 

i  Though  Sir  Horace  Mann,  tlie  younger,  had  voted  against  Mr.  Fox*8  motion  oa 
the  third  instant,  for  a  censure  on  the  conduct  of  the  Admiralty,  he  said  he  felt  him- 
self  bound  to  give  bis  full  assent  to  an  tnqviry  into  the  state  of  the  Navy;  seeing 
that  the  facts  stated  in  tbe  motion  were  matters  of  public  notoriety,  as  well  known 
withoot  the  hoase  as  within.— >Eo. 
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I  Arlingftofi  Street,  March  22, 1779. 

i  '    Ipyour  representative  dignity  is  impaired  westward,  you  may  add 

to  your  eastern  titles  those  nf  "  Rose  of  India"  and  ♦'  Pearl  of  Pondi- 

cherry."*    The  latter  gem  is  now  set  in  one  of  the  vacant  sockets  of 

the  British  diadem. 

I  have  nothing  to  subjoin  to  this  high-flown  paragraph,  that  will  at 

!    all  keep  pace  with  the  majesty  of  it.     I  should  have  left  to  the  ga- 

!  zette  to  wish  you  joy,  nor  have  begun  a  new  letter  without  more  ma- 
terials, if  I  did  not  fear  you  would  be  still  uneasy  about  your  nephew. 
I  hear  he  has,  since  his  parenthesis,  voted  again  with  the  Court  ;t 
therefore  he  has  probably  not  taken  a  new  part,  but  only  made  a 

!  Pindaric  transition  on  a  particular  question.  I  have  seen  him  but 
twice  since  his  arrival,  and  from  both  those  visits  I  had  no  reason  to 
expect  he  would  act  differently  from  what  you  wished.  Perhaps  it 
may  never  happen  again.  I  go  so  little  into  the  world,  that  I  don't 
at  all  know  what  company  he  frequents.  He  talked  so  reasonably 
and  tenderly  with  regard  to  you,  that  I  shall  be  much  deceived  if  he 
often  gives  you  any  inquietude. 

The  place  of  Secretary  of  State  is  not  replenished  yet.  Several 
different  successors  have  been  talked  of.  At  least,  at  present,  there  is 
Kttle  chance  of  its  being  supplied  by  the  Opposition.  Their  numbers 
have  fallen  off  again,  though  they  are  more  alert  than  they  used  to 
be.  I  do  not  love  to  foretell,  because  no  Elijah  left  me  his  mantle, 
in  which  it  seems  the  gift  of  prophecy  resides ;  and,  if  I  see  clouds 
gathering,  I  less  care  to  announce  their  contents  to  foreign  post-of- 
nees.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  no  secret,  nor  one  to  disguise  if  it 
were,  that  the  French  trade  must  suffer  immensely  by  our  captures. 
Private  news  I  know  none.  The  Bishops  are  trying  to  put  a  stop 
to  one  staple  commodity  of  that  kind,  Adultery.^    I  do  not  suppose 

'  After  a  most  gallant  defence  by  M.  de  Bcllecombe,  Pondicherry  capitulated  to 
(Itecoojonct  British  forces  under  the  command  of  Majpr-General  Monroe  and  Sir 
Edward  Vernon,  on  the  17th  of  October.  1778.— Ed. 

t  This  was  on  Mr.  Dunning's  motion,  on  the  15th,  condemnatory  of  the  Board  of 
Admiralty,  in  so  immediately  directing  a  court-martial  upon  Admiral  Keppel.  In 
tbe coarse  of  this  debate  Mr.  Fox  declared,  "that  the  man,  the  Earl  of  Sandwich 
(beDamcd  him,)  who  deprived  the  country  of  two  of  her  bravest  Admirals,  Keppel 
aad  Howe,  was  a  greater  traitor  to  the  nation  than  the  man  who,  last  year,  set  firo 
to  the  dock-yards."— Ed. 

\  The  object  of  this  bill  was  to  discourage  the  crime  of  adultery,  by  fixing  a 
Ivand  of  infamy  on  the  adulteress,  that  might  operate  as  a  terror  upon  the  mind. 
It  was  introduced  by  Dr.  Sbute  Barrington,  Bishop  of  Llandaff;  who  stated,  that  as 
nany  divorces  had  occurred  in  the  seventeen  years  of  his  Majesty's  reign,  as  had 
taken  place  during  the  whole  recorded  history  of  the  country.  The  bill  passed  the 
Lonb,  but  was  strongly  opposed  in  the  Commons  by  Mr.  Fox,  and  thrown  out  by 
&  onjority  of  51  against  40.  In  announcing  the  result  to  George  Selwyn,  Mr.  Hare 
Ij^os  writes,  '*  Charles  Fox  made  a  very  fine  speech,  abounding  in  excellent  mora- 
%.  We  are  all  becrgars  at  BrookeaX  and  he  threatens  to  leave  the  house,  u  il 
yields  him  no  profit'*— Ed. 

VOL.  u,— 9  • 
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tbat  they  expect  to  lessen  it;  but,  to  be  sure,  it  was  grown  to  a  sauci- 
ness  that  did  call  for  a  decenter  veil.  1  do  not  think  they  have  found 
out  a  good  cure ;  and  I  am  of  opinion,  too,  that  flagrancy  proceeds 
from  national  depravity,  \i'hich  tmkering  one  branch  will  not  remedy* 
Perhaps  polished  manners  are  a  better  proof  of  virtue  in  an  age  than 
of  vice,  though  system-makers  do  not  hold  so :  at  least,  decency  has 
seldom  been  the  symptom  of  a  sinking  nation. 

When  one  talks  on  general  themes,  it  is  a  sign  of  having  little  to 
say*  It  is  not  that  there  is  a  deiarth  of  topics ;  but  I  only  profess 
sending  you  information  on  events  that  really  have  happened,  to 
guide  you  towards  forming  a  judgment  *  At  home,  we  are  fed 
with  magnificent  hopes  and  promises  that  are  never  realized.  For  in- 
stance, to  prove  discord  in  America,  Monsieur  de  la  Fayette  was 
said  to  rail  at  the  Congress,  and  their  whole  system  and  transactions. 
There  is  just  published  an  intercourse  between  them  that  exhibits  en- 
thusiasm in  him.  towards  their  cause,  and  the  highest  esteem  for  him 
on  their  side.*  For  my  part,  I  see  as  little  chance  of  recovering 
America  as  of  re-conquering  the  Holy  Land.f  Still  I  do  not  amuse 
you  with  visions  on  either  side,  but  tell  you  nakedly  what  advantage 
has  been  sained  or  lost.  This  caution  abbreviates  my  letters ;  but, 
in  general,  you  can  depend  on  what  I  tell  you.     Adieu  ! 

Tuesday  24tli. 
I  hear  this  moment  that  an  account  is  come  this  morning  of 
D'Estaing  with  sixteen  ships  being  blocked  up  by  Byron  at  Mar- 
tinico,  and  that  Rowley  with  eight  more  was  expected  by  the  latter 
in  a  day  or  two.  D'Estaing,  it  is  supposed,  will  be  starved  to  sur- 
render, and  the  island  too.  I  do  not  answer  for  this  intelligence  or 
consequences;  but,  if  the  first  is  believed,  you  may  be  sure  the  rest 
is. 

''^  The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  arrived  in  Paris,  from  America,  in  February. 
Speaking  of  the  return  of  the  Marquis,  Mr.  Cooper,  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  FrankHo, 
says,  "  He  will  do  me  the  honour  to  be  the  bearer  of  this  letter.  This  young  noble- 
man has  done  honour  to  his  nation,  as  well  as  himself,  by  the  manner  in  which  he 
has  served  these  States.  His  intrepidity  and  alertness  in  the  field  are  highly  dis- 
tinguished. His  prudence  and  good  temper  are  equally  remarkable.  He  is  highly 
esteemed  and  beloved  in  Congress,  in  the  army,  and  through  the  States;  and  thougii 
we  are  not  without  parties,  and  his  situation  has  been  sometimes  very  delicate,  I 
have  never  heard  that  he  has  made  a  single  enemy.  He  has  gone  through  great 
fatigues,  he  has  faced  uncommon  dangers,  he  has  bled  for  our  country,  and  leaves 
itf  as  far  as  I  am  able  to  find,  with  universal  applause." — Ed. 

t  In  answer  to  a  proposition  for  quitting  the  alliance  with  France,  Dr.  Franhlia 
had,  on  the  3rd  of  February,  thus  written  to  David  Hartley,  '*  There  does  not  ap- 
pear any  more  necessity  for  dissolving  an  alliance  with  France,  before  yon  can  treat 
with  us,  than  there  would  of  dissolvmg  your  alliance  with  Holland,  or  your  union 
with  Scotland,  before  we  could  treat  with  you!  Thanks  to  God,  we  have  long 
since  settled  all  the  account  in  your  own  minds :  we  know  the  worst  you  can  do  to 
as,  if  you  have  your  wish,  is,  to  confiscate  our  estates  and  take  our  lives,  to  rob  at)d 
murder  us ;  and  this  we  have  shown  we  are  ready  to  hazard,  rather  than  come  again 
ander  your  detested  government,""ED. 
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Strawberry  Hill,  April  17, 1779. 

I  AH  grieved  to  hear  of  your  having  the  rheumatism  so  acutely  in 
your  head.  Though  it  is  not  dangerous,  like  the  gout,  its  duration 
is  more  fluctuating,  and  not  -consistent  in  a  fit.  I  trust  it  will  be 
gone  long  before  I  hear  again ;  but  the  suspense  will  be  very  uneasy 
to  me,  and  one  of  the  evils  of  such  great  distance. 

I  was  glad  to  hear  your  nephew  had  himself  given  you  an  ac- 
count of  his  parenthesis  of  opposition,  as  you  can  speak  more  freely 
to  him  than  if  you  had  learnt  it  only  from  me.  Very  uncertain  it  is 
when  I  shall  see  him  again,  which  I  have  done  but  thrice;  nor  could 
I  expect  more  from  so  much  younger  a  man.  We  live  in  very  dif- 
ferent worlds,  or  rather  I  live  almost  out  of  it,  and  he  quite  in  it,  and 
yet  not  where  I  do.  At  this  time  of  year,  too,  I  am  here  half  the 
week.  I  hope  he  will  give  you  no  more  uneasiness;  but  you  must 
have  patience  if  he  does.  Nephews  and  nieces  are  not  very  tract- 
able. My  own  uncle  did  not  find  me  so;  and  I  do  not  wonder  at 
others.  One  must  wrap  one's  self  up  in  one's  self.  People  have  dif- 
ficulty enough  of  conducting  their  own  children — mercy  on  us,  were 
we  to  answer  for  collaterals  ! 

There  have  been  no  Parliamentary  clouds,  because  during  the  holi- 
days there  has  been  no  Parliament :  but  the  political  horizon  does  not 
clear  up.  I  bade  you  a  little  expect  the  conquest  of  Martinico;  but 
that  prospect  seems  pretty  much  vanished.  If  the  letters  yesterday 
from  France  speak  truth,  our  trust  in  Spain  is  dispelled  likewise:  it 
is  said  she  has  declared  for  the  Americans  too,  and  it  has  been  whis- 
pered here  for  these  two  days :— -there  is  no  occasion  to  comment  on 
that  addition  to  our  load  ! — nor  shall  I  tell  you  other  ugly  symptoms. 
A  Spanish  war  is  as  much  as  you  can  digest  at  once.  If  I  alarm 
you  on  bad  grounds,  it  will  make  amends  for  my  having  vainly  pro- 
mised you  Martinico — though  I  never  warrant  but  what  is  actually 
passed. 

Though  Sir  Hugh  Palliser's  trial  has  been  begun  this  week,<^  the 
public  does  not  honour  it  with  the  same  attention  as  Keppel's.  It 
does  not  brighten  for  the  Yice-Admiral. 

For  the  la^t  week  all  conversation  has  been  engrossed  by  a  shock- 
ing murder,  committed  on  the  person  of  a  poor  woman  connected 
with  a  most  material  personage  now  on  the  great  stage.  You  will 
have  seen  some  mention  of  it  in  the  papers ;  I  mean  the  assassination  of 
Miss  Ray,  Lord  Sandwich's  mistress,  by  a  clergyman,  who  had  been 
an  officer,  and  was  desperately  in  love  with  her,  though  she  is  be- 
tween thirty  and  forty,  and  has  had  nine  children.f    She  was  allowed 

*  Sir  Hugh  Palliser's  trial  commenced  at  Portsmouth,  on  board  the  Sandwich, 
00  the  12lh  of  April.— £o. 

t  For  several  iotereating  letters  in  reference  to  the  tragical  fitte  of  thia  unfoi- 
tooata  lady,  see  the  Selwyn  Correspoodence,  vol.  iv.  p.  50.— £o« 
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to  be  most  engaging;  and  so  was  the  wretched  lover,  who  had  fixed 
his  hopes  of  happiness  on  marrying  her,  and  had  been  refused,  after 
some  encouragement;  I  know  not  how  much.  On  his  trial  yes- 
terday he  behaved  very,  unlike  a  madman,  and  wishes  not  to  live. 
He  is  to  sufler  on  Monday,  and  I  shall  rejoice  when  it  is  over ;  for 
it  is  shocking  to  reflect  that  there  is  a  human  being  at  this  moment 
in  so  deplorable  a  situation.  It  would  be  foolish,  to  repeat,  that  we 
are  a  nation  of  lunatics ;  yet,  with  so  many  outward  and  visible  signs 
can  one  avoid  thinking  so?  Alas!  we  are  likely  to  undergo  sharp 
purgations,  that  may  bring  us  to  our  senses  again  !  The  loss  of  blood 
has  not  yet  cured  us.  For  the  loss  of  money,  it  has  had  but  the 
same  effect  on  the  nation  as  on  our  youthful  gamesters — it  has  made 
us  more  extravagant. 

I  shall  reserve  the  rest  of  my  paper  till  Tuesday — perhaps  I  may 
be  able  to  contradict  the  Spanish  article. 

Tuesday. 

No ;  I  do  not  affirm  nor  deny :  however,  nothing  is  yet  public,  and 
I  imagine  there  is  still  some  negotiation  going  on,  as  the  Spanish  Am- 
bassador receives  frequent  couriers,  qjid  writes  much. 

The  poor  assassin  was  executed  yesterday.*  The  same  day 
Charles  Fox  moved  for  the  removal  of  Lord  Sandvirich,  but  was 
beaten  by  a  large  majority  ;t  for  in  Parliament  the  Ministers  can  still 
gain  victories.    Adieu ! 


LETTER  CCCIV. 

Strawberry  Hill,  April  24, 1779. 

I  Begin  my  letter  here,  because  I  am  alone  and  have  leisure,  of 
which  I  cannot  be  sure  in  town ;  and,  should  I  have  any  sudden 
news  to  send,  I  might  not  have  time  to  add  the  trifles  I  may  wish  to 
add. 

I  met  your  nephew  the  other  night  at  the  Duchess  of  Montrose'sJ 

'*'  In  a  letter  to  George  Selwyn,  who  had  an  Dnaccountable  pasBion  for  witneBsin; 
crimioal  executions,  but  who  happened  to  be  absent  at  Paris  when  the  poor  wretch 
suffered,  the  Countess  of  Ossory  wrote  thus  on  the  following  day :  "  Mr.  Hack- 
man's  behaviour  was  glorious  yesterday.  Jack  Ketch  deserves  to  be  hanged,  for 
when  the  poor  man  dropped  the  handkerchief,  it  fell  under  the  cart,  and  he  ran  to 
pick  it  up,  80  by  that  means  kept  the  poor  wretch  some  moments  in  that  horrid 
state."  SelwjD  had  also  the  pleasure  of  receiving  another  letter,  on  the  same  sub- 
ject and  day,  from  Dr.  Warner:  *'  Mr.  Hackman,"  writes  the  reverend  gentleman, 
**  has  been  tried,  condemned,  and  executed,  and  is  now  a  fine  corpse  at  Surgeons^ 
Hall,  where  I  saw  him  yesterday,  a  genteel,  well-made  young  fellow  of  four  and 
t^wcnty."  Correspondence,  vol.  iv.  p.  95.— Ed, 

t  The  numbers  on  the  division  were  221  against  118. — Ed. 

j  Lady  Lucy  Manners,  daughter  of  the  Duke  of  Rutland.  Lady  Lucy  Mann, 
Sir  Horace*B  wife^  was  related  to  her. 
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and  was  happj  to  bear  be  had  received  a  more  recent  and  better  ac- 
count of  you  than  what  you  gave  me  of  the  rheumatism  in  your 
bead.  I  will  send  you  by  him  bootikins  for  both  hands  and  feet.  I 
sometimes  have  rheumatic  pains  in  the  shoulder  in  the  evening,  and 
a  bootikin  on  my  hand  immediately  removes  it.  I  should  hope  it 
would  be  as  efficacious  for  the  head,  should  it  return  thither,  con- 
trary to  my  earnest  wishes. 

The  decision  of  Spain  is  not  publicly  known  yet.  In  Prance  they 
expect  it  in  their  favour.*  Some  here  still  think  if  will  be  a  neu- ' 
trality.  Did  one  judge  any  longer  by  the  Stocks,  the  augury  would 
be  good.  They  cannot  reasonably  have  risen,  as  they  have  done,  on 
the  diminutive  success  in  Georgia,  whi«h  has  not  even  encouraged 
the  victors  to  hope  to  advance,  without  what  they  are  far  from  re- 
ceiving, a  reinforcement.  Nor  are  we  more  prosperous  against 
D^Estaing ;  nor  is  the  capture  of  eight  or  nine  Domingomen  very 
beueficia)  to  stockholders :  but  so  much  industry  is  us^  of  late  in 
bolstering  up  the  Stocks,  that  they  are  no  longer  the  weather-glass 
of  fortune,  but  part  of  the  mask  employed  to  disguise  the  nation's 
own  face  to  itself. 

There  has  been  a  motion  in  each  House  this  week  for  the  removal 
of  Lord  Sandwich;  but  both  Houses  think  him  as  white  as  snow.f 
Palliser,  probably,  will  be  equally  blanched.  The  Howes,  on  the 
other  hand,  will  come  immaculate  out  of  the  furnace :  I  believe,  if 
the  Duchess  of  Kingston  was  to  return,  she  might  be  voted  into  her 
old  post  of  Maid  of  Honour.  Lord  Lyttelton,^  who  thinks  he  has 
talents  for  Secretary  of  State,  and  that  want  of  principles  is  no  im- 
pediment (ft  was  not  to  his  being  Justice  in  Eyre,)  has  again  turned 
against  the  Court  on  obtaining  the  Seals.  The  grass  would  grow  in 
our  Temple  of  Virtue,  if  it  was  the  sole  vestibule  to  our  Temple  of 
Honours.  Governor  Johnstone,  having  had  such  clumsy  success  as 
Ambassador  of  peace  to  America,  has  made  his  bargain,  and  is 
tamed  into  a  commodore  of  a  cruising  squadron.^    It  is  judicious 

*  The  looked-for  accommodation  did  not  take  place. 

t  The  motion  in  the  House  of  Lords,  which  was  made  by  the  Earl  of  Bristol, 
WM  rejected  by  78  ajainst  39.— BId. 

t  Thomas,  second  Lord  Lyttelton,  who  was  married,  id  June  1772,  the  daughter 
of  Broome  Watts,  of  Chipping  Norton,  Esq.,  and  relic  of  Joseph  Peach,  governor  of 
Calcutta.  His  remarkable  death,  which  took  place  in  the  following  No7ember« 
will  be  hereafter  noticed.  The  following  striking  character  is  drawn  of  him,  by 
the  Rev.  Montagu  Pennington,  in  his  Life  of  Mrs.  Carter :  "  With  great  abilities, 
^oerally  very  ill  applied ;  with  a  strong  sense  of  religion,  which  he  never  suffered 
toinflaeD«e  his  conduct,  his  days  were  mostly  passed  in  splendid  misery,  and  in 
Ibe  painful  change  of  the  most  extravagant  gaiety  and  the  deepest  despair.  The 
<|eligbt,  when  he  pleased,  of  the  first  and  most  seleot  societies,  he  chose  to  pass  his 
time,  for  the  most  part,  with  the  most  profligate  and  abandoned  of  both  sexes.  Soli^ 
tode  was  to  him  the  most  insupportable  torment ;  and,  to  banish  reflection,  he  flew 
to  company  whom  he  despised  and  ridiculed.** — En. 

)  The  Governor  was  sent  out  as  commander-in-chief  to  the  Lisbon  station,  with 
the  rank  of  established  Commodore.  On  his  passage  thither,  two  of  his  squadron, 
the  Tartar  and  the  Rattlesnake,  captured  the  Santa  Margaretta,  a  Spanish  frigate. 
His  own  8hip»  the  Komneyi  had  no  share  in  the  action,— En. 

9» 
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enough,  I  think,  to  convert  such  men  as  go  upon  the  highway  of  for- 
tune into  privateers ;  but  what  a  jfigure  do  we  make  in  Europe !  Un- 
able to  raise  the  sums  we  want  for  the  war,  the  members  of  that 
Parliament  that  is  told  so,  are  yet  occupied  in  preying  on  the  dis- 
tresses of  the  Government !  What  comments  must  Dr.  Franklia 
make  on  every  newspaper  to  the  French  Ministers  I 

27th. 

I  find  nothing  new  in  town.  Rumours  of  peace  continual.  I 
doubt  it  is  easier  for  both  sides  to  be  sick  of  the  war,  than  to  know 
how  to  agree.  I  doubt,  too,  that  tve  want  peace  more  than  we  desire 
it;  and  as  we  must  buy  it  dear,  we  shall  not  be  so  ready  to  pay  the 
price.  It  will  not  be  very  sincere  to  the  Americans,  if  we  do  con- 
clude; and  the  intentional  insincerity  often  promotes  peace,  and  at 
least  makes  the  sufferers  shut  their  eyes  to  their  own  loss.  We  have 
betrayed  such  propensity  to  duplicity,  that  the  other  side  will  aggra- 
vate the  bargain;  for,  as  cunning  is  no  new  invention,  it  is  equally  in  the 
power  of  both  parties  to  employ  it.*  Mankind  will  not  remember 
that  honesty  cannot  be  detected. 

I  should  not  send  away  this  scrap,  and  with  so  little  intelligence, 
if  I  were  not  glad  to  tell  you  that  I  am  easier  about  your  disorder.  I 
will  not  write  again  soon  without  more  substantial  news. 


LETTER  CCCV. 

Strawberry  Hill,  May  9, 1779. 

An  invasion  announced  by  the  common  post  from  Paris,  attempted, 
repulsed,  given  up,  and  known  here :  all  this  has  happened  in  eight 
days,  and  in  miniature;  but  it  was  a  large  object,  and  a  long  and  anx- 
ious interval  'to  me,  for  the  object  was  Jersey,  Mr.  Conway's  go- 
vernment, and  he  went  post  to  defend  it.  He  has  no  idea  of  danger, 
and  has  the  strongest  one  of  doing  his  duty  to  a  scruple;  but  I  will 
now  be  methodical,  for  you  want  information,  not  a  rhapsody  on  my 
sensations.  • 

On  the  1st  of  May,  yesterday  sevennight,  there  were  forty  letters 

*  ^*  We  have  no  kind  of  faith  in  your  Grovernment/*  wrote  Dr.  Franklin  at  this 
time  to  Mr.  Hartley  ;  ^  it  appears  to  be  as  insidious  and  deceitful  as  it  is  aojust  and 
cruel :  its  character  is  that  of  the  spider  in  Thomson^ 

•  Cunning  and  fierce, 
Mixture  abhorred !' 

Besides,  we  cannot  see  the  necessity  of  our  relinquishing  our  alliance  with  France 
in  order  to  a  treaty,  any  more  than  your  relinquishing  yours  with  Holland/' — £d. 
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ia  town  that  proclaimed  an  intended  attack  on  Jersey,  of  fifteen  hun- 
dred men  commanded  by  a  Prince  of  Nassau,  ^ho  was  to  be  declared 
King  of  the  island.  A  secret  expedition  advertised  with  so  slender 
a  force,  exceeded  by  the  troops  on  the  isle,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
ridicule  of  such  a  Roi  d'Yvetot,  did  not  make  much  impression :  how-^ 
ever,  Mr.  Conway  srpread  his  wings,  with  my  approbation ;  and  on, 
confirmation  arriving  on  Monday,  set  out  that  night.*  It  seems  the 
islanders,  besides  provoking  France  by  their  privateers  and  nume- 
rous captures,  had  imprudently  advertised  a  sale,  in  August  next,  of 
prizes*  to  the  amount  of  a  vast  sum,  which  would  have  been  a  kingdom 
ifldeed  to  a  little  necessitous  Prince.  He  collected  a  small  army  of 
vagabonds,  like  his  predecessor  Romulus;  but  who  had  so  little  taste 
for  the  adventure  when  its  destination  was  known,  that  he  was  forced 
to  select  fifty  men  from  his  more  regular  regiment  to  defend  his  per- 
son against  the  companions  of  his  armament.  It  happened  that  Ad- 
miral Arbuthnot,  who  was  going  to  convoy  four  thousand  recruits  to 
America,  had  been  detained,  though  probably  the  French  thought 
him  sailed  ;  and,  hearing  of  the  invasion,  immediately  sailed  to  Jersey, 
without  staying  for  orders.  The  attack,  however,  had  been  made 
on  the  1st  of  the  month:  the  French  had  attempted  to  land,  but  Lord 
Seaforth's  new-raised  regimen  of  seven  hundred  Highlanders,  assisted 
by  some  militia  and  some  artillery,  made  a  brave  stand  and  repelled 
the  intruders;  and,  and  as  every  Nassaui  does  not  conquer  a  British 
island  merely  by  his  presence,  the  visionary  Monarch  sailed  back  to 
France  on  the  2nd,  and  King  George  and  Viceroy  Conway  remain 
Sovereign  of  Jersey — whom  God  long  preserve  I 

We  herd  of  the  repulse  on  Thursday ;  but  it  was  not  till  late  in  the 
night  of  Friday  that  an  account  came  of  the  retreat,  and  I  did  not 
learn  it  till  Saturday  morning ;  in  which  interval  there  seemed  to  be 
twice  eight-and-forty  hours,  and  yet  I  had  concluded  that  the  French 
would  be  retired  before  Mr.  Conway  could  reach  his  dominions.  We 
had  reports  of  the  Brest  fleet  being  sailed,  and  this  little  episode  does 
look  like  a  feint.  Negotiation  is  said  to  be  at  an  end  or  a  pause. 
Arbuthnot's  activity,  though  greatly  commendable,  is  a  detrimental 
delay ;  and  we  have  reason  enough  to  expect  other  damage.  I  did 
hint  to  you  that  we  had  more  thorns  than  one  in  our  pillow :  it  is 
DOW  too  publicly  known  to  be  disguised  any  longer,  that  Ireland  has 
much  the  air  of  Americanizing.  Our  oppressive  partiality  to  two  or 
three  manufacturing  towns  in  England  has  revolted  the  Irish,  and 
they  have  entered  into  combinations  against  purchasing  English  goods, 
in  terms  more  offensive  than  the  first  associations  of  the  Colonies.;^ 

*  Gibbon,  in  a  letter  of  the  7th  to  Mr.  Hulroyd,  says,  "  Yon  have  heard  of  the 
Jeney  invasion :  every  body  praises  Arbutbnot^s  decided  spirit.  Conway  went  last 
night  to  throw  himself  into  the  island/' — £d. 

t  The  Prince  of  Nassau,  who  commanded  the  attack  upon  Jersey,  claimed  rela- 
tioQsbip  to  the  great  house  of  Nassau.— Ed. 

\  "  When  the  people  of  Ireland/'  says  Hardy*  in  his  Memoirs  of  Lord  Cbarlemont, 
"fimnd  the  sesMoo  closed  in  England,  and  nothing  substantial  accomplished,  they 
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In  short,  we  have  for  four  or  five  years  displayed  no  alacrity  or  ad- 
dress, but  in  provoking  our  friends  and  furnishing  weapons  of  an- 
noyance to  our  enemies;  and  the  unhappy  facility  with  which  the 
Parliament  has  subscribed  to  all  these  oversights  has  deceived  the 
Government  into  security,  and  encouraged  it  to  pull  almost  the  whole 
fabric  on  its  own  head.  We  can  escape  but  by  concessions  and  dii- 
grace;  and,  when  we  attain  peace,  the  terms  will  prove  that  Parlia- 
mentary majorities  have  voted  away  the  wisdom,  glory,  and  power 
of  the  nation. 

The  House  of  Commons  has  exposed  itself  wofully  these  last  days 
in  a  less  affair.  They  have  refused,  voted,  unvoted,  and  revoted  an 
inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  thenar;  and  all  the  Generals  at  the  bar 
have  declared  the  impossibility  of  conquering  America :  so,  the  Hoase 
has  nothing  to  do  to  preserve  its  consequence,  but  to  vote  it  shall  still 
be  conquered. 

Palliser's  trial  has  ended  as  shamefully.*  He  is  acquitted,  mtk 
honour,  of  not  having  obeyed  his  Admiral's  signals  ;  which  is  termed 
blamable  for  not  having  giventhe  reason  why  he  did  not;  and  that 
reason  was  the  rottenness  of  his  mast,  with  which  he  returned  to 
Portsmouth,  without  its  being  repaired  yet.  The  world  is  expecting 
his  restoration ;  for,  when  Keppel  risked  his  own  reputation  to  save 
Palliser's,  ought  not  the  latter  to  be  recompensed  for  accusing  his 
benefactor?  But  I  am  sick  of  specifying  all  our  ignominy;  I  wish 
I  had  any  tittle-tattle  of  less  consequence  to  fill  my  letters  with.  I 
will  go  answer  yours,  and  try  to  forget  England,  as  it  has  forgotton 
itself  I  Oh  !  but  you  ask  if  Byron  has  beaten  ETEstaing  and  taken 
Martinico  ?t    ^^^  4"^^^ '  on  the  contrary,  our  conquerors  are  swept 

did  not  fold  their  iirms  in  foolish  despair.  They  were  then  taught,  as  distress  will 
indeed  effectually  teach  any  nation  or  individual,  that  their  best  dependence  wasoe 
themselves.  They  had  recourse  to  that  policy  which  Swift  bad  in  vain  advised 
half  a  century  before.  They  not  only  used  their  own  manufactures,  but  entered 
into  a  non-importation  agfreem^nt  of  any  whatever  from  England.  This  resolution 
was  embraced  with  the  usual  characteristic  ardour  of  the  Irish.  The  despondency 
of  the  manufacturers,  of  the  lowest  order,  was  changed  to  thanksgiving;  some  of 
the  fashionable  gentry,  who  had  been  more  supine  than  others,  were  reanimated  to 
a  sense  of  their  duty ;  while  the  volunteer  bauds  increased  not  more  in  numben 
than  in  spirit."    Vol  i.  p.  389.— Ed. 

*  Sir  Hugh  PaUiser*s  trial  lasted  tbree-and-twenty  days,  twenty  of  which  were 
spent  in  examining  witnesses,  and  three  in  debating  upon  the  sentence ;  duringf 
which  time  it  is  said  the  members  of  the  court  were  sometimes  so  loud  in  dispute, 
that  the  people  were  obliged  to  be  turned  off  the  deck  of  the  Sandwich  to  prevent 
their  overhearing  it.  In  announcing  Sir  Hugh  Palliser's  acquittal  to  George  Selwyn, 
Dr.  Warner  writes,  ^Here  are  the  exact  and  all  the  words  which  the  King  said 
to  him  the  first  time  he  was  at  Court,  *  Sir  Hugh,  how  does  yoar  leg  do  V*— 
Ed. 

t  Lord  Carlisle,  speaking  of  his  relation  to  the  Admiral,  in  a  letter  to  Greorge 
Selwyn,  says,  **  Byron*s  situation  is  a  very  hard  one;  for  ignorant  people  conceive 
it  is  as  easy  to  hinder  D'Estaing  from  coming  out  of  Martinique,  as  it  would  be  to 
hinder  the  Duke  of  Northumberland  driving  out  of  his  gate,  supposing  yoa  waa  w^ 
perior  in  coal^earUand  hackney-coaches  to  make  a  biockade.'*^£n. 
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away  b^  a  mortality  in  Santa  Lucia  and  in  Georgia.    Content  your- 
self with  privateering ;  we  have  no  other  success. 

The  Presbyterians  of  Scotland  will  not  condole  with  you  on.  the 
Pope's  illness ;  they  forswear  him  tooth  and  nail.*  Mrs.  Anne  Pitt 
is  confioed,  and,  the  last  time  I  heard  of  her,  was  very  bad.  Make 
many  compliments,  pray,  for  me  to  the  House  of  Lucan ;  but,  between 
you  and  me,  I  am  not  at  all  delighted  with  their  intending  to  bring 
roe  a  present.  I  do  not  love  presents,  and  much  less  from  any  body 
bat  very  dear  friends.  That  family  and  I  are  upon  very  civil  terms ; 
cor  acquaintance  is  of  modern  date,  and  rather  waned  than  improved. 
Lady  Lucan  has  an  astonishing  genius  for  copying  whatever  she 
8ees.t  The  pictures  I  lent  her  from  my  collection,  and  some  advice 
I  gave  her,  certainly  brought  her  talent  to  marvellous  perfection  in 
five  months ;  for  before  she  painted  in  crayons,  and  as  ill  as  any  fine 
lady  in  England.  She  models  in  wax,  and  has  something  of  a  turn 
towards  poetry  ;  but  her  prodigious  vivacity  makes  her  too  volatile  in 
every  thing,  and  my  lord  follows  wherever  she  leads.  This  is  only 
for  your  private  ear.  I  desire  to  remain  as  well  as  I  am  with  them  ; 
but  we  shall  never  be  more  intimate  than  we  are.  I  am  not  at  all 
acquainted  with  your  Lord  Bishop;];  and  my  lady,  his  wife.    His 

*  Walpole  here  alludes  to  a  motion  made  on  the  5th  of  this  month  hy  Lord 
George  Gordon,  that  a  petition  of  the  Papists  of  Scotland,  which  had  been  recom<* 
mended  by  the  King  to  the  House  through  Lord  North,  might  be  thrown  over  the 
table.  As  the  motioa  was  not  seconded,  the  Speaker  declined  to  read  it.  The 
Earl  of  Carlisle  says,  in  a  letter  of  the  7th,  **  Lord  George  Gordon  made  a  speech 
upon  the  state  of  Scotland,  for  which  he  ought  to  be  shut  up;  he  wept  several  times 
1q  the  course  of  it,  produced  an  old  print  of  the  Marquis  of  Huntley,  offered  to  make 
Lord  North  a  present  of  it,  and  called  upon  twenty  members  by  their  names." — Ed. 

f  Lady  Lncan  was  the  daughter  and  co-heiress  of  James  Smith,  Ceq.,  of  Cannons 
Leigh,  Devon.  She  was  married,  in  1760,  to  Sir  Charles  Bingham,  who  in  1770, 
vas  created  Baron  Lucan,  and,  in  1795,  advanced  to  the  earldom  of  Lucan.  In 
1781,  ber  daughter  Lavinia  was  married  to  John,  first  Earl  Spencer.  She  died  in 
1814  In  a  notice  of  Walpole's  **  Anecdotes  of  Painting,"  which  appeared  in  the 
AddobI  Register  for  1780|  Lady  Lucan  is  said  to  have  arrived  at  copying  the  most 
exquisite  works  of  Peter  Oliver,  Hoskins,  and  Cooper,  with  a  genius  Uiat  almost 
depreciates  those  masters." — ^Ed. 

I  The  Honourable  and  Reverend  Frederick  Hervey,  in  1767  presented  to  the 
biahoprick  of  Cloyne,  and  in  1769  promoted  to  the  see  of  Derry.  In  the  December 
of  1T79,  he  succeeded  bis  brother  Augustus  as  fourth  Earl  of  Bristol.  His  wife  was 
the  daughter  of  Sir  Jermyn  Davers,  Bart.  Hardy  in  his  Memoir^  of  the  Earl  of 
Cliarlemont,  gives  the  following  striking  account  of  this  eccentric  nobleman :  **  Id 
ooe  respect  he  was  not  unlike  Villiers,  Duke  of  Buckinham,  *  Everything  by  starts 
and  nothing  long.'  Generous,  but  uncertain ;  splendid,  but  fantastical ;  an  admirer 
of  the  fine  arts,  without  any  just  selection  ;  engaging,  oflen  licentious  in  conversa- 
tioD ;  extremely  polite,  extremely  violent.  His  distribution  of  church  livings  must 
always  be  mentioned  with  warm  approbation.  Though  be  scarcely  ever  attended 
Farliament,  and  spent  most  of  his  time  in  Italy,  he  was  now  (1783)  called  upon  to 
correct  the  abuses  of  Parliament,  and  direct  the  vessel  of  state  in  that  course,  where 
rt&tesmen  of  the  most  experience,  and  persons  of  the  calmest  judgment,  have  had 
the  misfortune  totally  to  fail.  His  progress  from  his  diocess  to  the  metropolis,  and 
his  entrance  into  it,  were  perfectly  correspondent  to  the  rest  of  his  conduct.  Through 
every  town  on  the  road  he  seemed  to  court,  and  was  received  with  all  warlike  ho- 
nours; and  I  remember  seeing  him  pass  by  the  Parliamentrhouse  in  Dublin,  (Lords 
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mother,  who  was  much  my  friend,  I  believe,  did  not  highly  reverencfc 
his  sincerity ;  I  never  in  n^y  life  met  him  at  her  house. 

Adieu !  my  dear  sir.  Do  not  let  rumours  good  or  bad  agitate 
you.  Bear  public  misfortunes  with  firmness,  rrivate  griefs  harry 
away  our  thoughts,  and  belong  solely  to  ourselves ;  but  we  may  be 
excused  taking  more  than  our  share  in  general  calamities. 


LETTER  CCCVI. 

Arlingfton  Street,  May  29, 1779. 

I  HAVE  two  letters  from  you  unaswered  of  the  14lh  and  15th  of 
this  month.  I  begin  to  reply  to  them  ;  though  I  believe  my  response 
will  not  set  out  before  June  for  want  of  corporality.  The  best  news 
I  know  is  what  you  tell  me  of  the  Spanish  monarch's  resolution  of  re- 
maining neuter.  We  seem  able  to  cope  with  France,  who  makes 
war  in  our  own  piddling  style.  We  both  fish  for  islets  that  used  to 
escape  through  the  meshes  of  former  military  drag-nets.  Some  at- 
tempt on  Ireland  we  expect;  I  hope  the  Prince  of  Nassau  will  com- 
mand it.  All  this  last  week  we  were  whispered  ministerially  into  a  be- 
lief of  Byron  having  demolished,  taken,  and  killed  D'Estaing  and  all 
his  squadron.  Some  doubted  whether  it  was  not  an  artifice  to  fill  the 
loan ;  and  so  it  has  proved.  The  two  Admirals  looked  at  one  another, 
but  did  not  hurt  a  pendant  of  each  other's  head.  The  house  of  Com- 
mons sits  from  day  to  day,  examining  into  the  conduct  of  all  the 
other  Grenerals  and  Admirals  that  have  been  looking  at  the  Ameri- 
cans and  French  for  these  five  years,  and  of  the  Ministers  who  sent 
them  to  look  the  colonies  into  unlimited  submission.  Future  histo- 
rians will  have  a  brave  collection  of  papers  to  revel  in. 

You  shall  certainly  have  my  tragedy*  when  your  nephew  returns; 
but  I  doubt  it  will  shock  more  than  please  you,  for  nothing  can  be 
more  disgusting  than  the  subject.  I  approve  and  exhort  you  not  to 
preach  to  your  nephew.  Wait  till  you  see  him,  and  then  you  can 
instil  your  sentiments  by  degrees.  As  he  has  already  corrected  many 
effervescences,  I  trust  to  his  good  sense  and  good  ^beart  for  his  still 
improving ;  but,  believe  me,  there  must  be  a  very  solid  fund  to  resist 
the  depravation  of  this  country.  It  is  lost,  it  is  distracted.  It  sinks 
every  day,  and  yet  its  extravagance  and  dissipation  rather  augment 
than  subside.  Though  we  have  danced  like  Bacchanals  all  the  win- 
ter, there  is  a  new  subscription  on  foot  for  a  sumptuous  ball  at  the 
Pantheon.     We  are  like  the  Israelites  that  capered  round  the  golden 

aod  Commons  were  then  both  sitfingf)  escorted  by  a  body  of  dragoons,  full  of  epirits 
and  talk,  apparently  enjoying  the  eager  gaze  of  the  surrounding  multitude,  and 
displaying  altogether  the  self-complacency  of  a  favourite  Marshal  of  France  on 
his  way  to  Versailles,  rather  than  the  grave  deportment  of  a  Prelate  of  the  Church 
of  England.'*— Ed. 
*  The  Mysterious  mother. 
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calf,  though  they  were  to  fight  their  way  out  of  the  Desert  I  check 
my  hand;  it  is  grievous  to  condemn  one*s  country  !  I  ask  noyself,  if 
I  am  not  grown  old  and  splenetic  ;  but  alas!  America  is  lost,  credit 
sapported  by  gross  falsehoods,  all.  comfort  hanging  pn  a  King  of 
Spain's  mood :  one  had  need  be  very  youog  to  dance  without  reflec- 
tion ! 

'  May  31st 

I  must  finish  my  letter  to-night,  for  I  go  out  of  town  to-morrow  for 
the  summer,  and  leave  the  Parliament  to  give  balls  or  supplies  as  it 
pleases.  Lord  Cornwallis  sails  to-day  to  command  America,  but  the 
fleet  is  not  yet  gone.  I  remember,  when  I  was  a  boy,  hearing  that 
it  had  been  a  great  joke  in  Queen  Anne's  war,  that  Lord  Peterbo- 
roagh*  was  galloping  about  in  Sprain  inquiring  for  his  army — Lord 
Cornwallis  will  have  none  to  hunt  for. 

The  old  Duke  of  Rutland  is  dead,  at  eighty-four.  I  think  he  had 
been  Knight  of  the  Garter  above  fifty  years. 

The  Irish  do  not  grow  into  belter  humourt — I  know  nothing  that 
is  improved  but  our  climate — so,  I  hope  we  shall  preserve  (his  part 
of  the  island  at  least 

P.S.  Do  not  expect  me  to  be  so  assiduous  in  summer  as  I  have  been 
of  late;  nay,  you  may  wish  I  should  have  no  occasion  to  be  so. 

*Charlefl  Mordant,  Earl  of  Peterborough,  who,  in  1705,  took  Barcelona,  and  in 
the  following  winter,  with  only  280  horse  and  900  foot,  enterprised  and  accom- 
plished the  conquest  of  Valentia.  Walpole,  in  bis  Royal  and  IVoble  Authors,  de- 
aeribeshini  aa  having  been  **  gallant  as  Amadis,  and  as  brave,  but  a  little  more  ex* 
peditioos  in  his  journeys ;  for  he  is  said  to  have  seen  more  kings  and  more  postilions 
than  any  roan  in  Europe."  In  the  latter  part  of  bis  life  he  was  the  intimate  friend 
ind  companion  of  Pope — 

**  Know,  all  the  distant  din  that  world  can  keep 
Roils  o'er  my  Grotto,  and  but  soothes  my  sleep; 
There,  my  retreat  the  best  companions  grace. 
Chiefs  out  of  war,  and  statesmen  out  of  place. 
There  St  John  mingles  with  my  friendly  bowl 
The  feast  of  reason  and  the  flow  of  soul ; 
And  He,  whose  lightning  pierc*d  th'  Iberian  lines, 
Now  forms  my  quincunx,  and  now  ranks  my  vines, 
Or  tames  the  Genius  of  the  stubborn  plain. 
Almost  as  quickly  as  he  conquered  Spain.'' — Ed. 

tin  a  letter  of  the  3rd  of  June  to  Selwyn,  Dr.  Warner  says,  "The  increase  of 
secret  armed  associations  throughout  Ireland,  the  non-importation  agreement,  and 
the  sQccesB  which  attended  the  intrigues  of  the  American  agents  in  their  en- 
desfoorsto  stir  op  an  inflamm&ble  and  depressed  people,  were  sufficient  to  justify  the 
alann  of  the  ministry  and  the  people  at  large,  and  to  threaten  to  add  the  misfortune 
of  &  civil  war  in  Ireland  to  the  hazardous  and  momentous  contests  in  which  Eng- 
Itod  was  already  engaged  with  France,  Spain,  and  America.'' — Ed. 
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Strawberry  Hill,  June  16, 1779. 

Alas!  my  dear  sir,  you  ha\re  been  mistaken,  and  must  no  more 
put  your  trust  in  the  obstinacy  of  Princes :  at  least,  that  of  one  can 
surmount  that  of  another.  The  King  of  Spain's  rescript  is  arrived 
and  delivered,  and  the  Brest  fleet  is  sailed  with  both  white  and 
red  cockades.  The  declaration  is  said  not  to  be  very  injurious;  but, 
after  all  possible  endeavours  at  pacification,  his  Catholic  Majesty  is 
obliged  to  lake  his  part,  especially  as  we  have  made  some  captures 
on  his  subjects.  The  Ministers  were  urged  even  late  last  night*  on 
the  hostility  of  Spain,  but  would  own  nothing.  This  morning  they 
avow  every  thing;  and,  to  your  great  surprise  probably,  the  Parlia- 
ment is  to  rise  to-morrow  or  next  day !  As  events  have  not  proved  the 
wisdom  of  measures,  one  can  recollect  no  great  confidence  from  such 
a  step  :  but  I  don't  pretend  to  reason  on  what  I  do  not  understand ;  my 
business  is  to  tell  you  facts.  In  short,  the  Brest  fleet  has  been  sailed 
many  days.  The  Prince  of  Beauvauf— if  destined  for  Ireland,  we 
should  probably  have  heard  it  by  this  time;  if  to  meet  the  Spanish 
fleet,  the  object  might  be  Gibraliar.J 

I  shall  not  boast  of  having  been  a  better  soothsayer  than  you,  wheo 
I  foretold  that  the  American  war  would  be  of  short  duration.  It  is 
a  trieste  honour  to  be  verified  a  prophet  of  woes.  Were  I  vain  of 
the  character,  a  Spanish  war,  added  to  an  American  one,  were  a  fine 
field ;  but  I  do  not  ambition  being  a  Jeremiah,  though  my  countrymen 
are  so  like  the  Jews.  Nor  does  it  require  inspiration  to  prophesy, 
when  one  has  nothing  to  do  but  to  calculate.  Were  you  here,  you 
would  not  be  alarmed.  You  would  see  no  panic ;  you  would  hear 
of  nothing  but  diversions.  The  Ministers  affirm  the  majority  of 
America  is  with  us,  and  it  is  credited.  Were  they  to  tell  us  half  the 
Spanish  fleet  would  come  over  to  us,  it  would  be  credited  loo.  When 
it  does  not,  perhaps  they  will  tell  us  it  has. — Well !  what  is  most  to 
be  dreaded  is  the  dissipation  of  our  delusion.  When  the  riveil  comes, 
it  will  be  serious  indeed ! 

You  see  I  am  not  likely  to  be  barren  of  matter,  and  you  will  be 
sorry  that  I  write  oftener  than  I  foresaw.  The  middle  period  of  our 
correspondence  was  the  most  agreeable.  Its  early  part  was  the 
journal  of  a  civil  war,  and  of  no  glorious  one  in  Flanders.  Fifteen 
years  after  I  sent  you  victory  upon  victory,  and  conquest  upon  con- 
quest. For  the  last  five  years,  my  letters  have  been  the  records  of  a 
mouldering  empire.  What  is  now  to  come  I  know  not:  we  have, 
they  say,  maintained  ourselves  against  France  and  Spain;  true,  but 

*  In  ike  course  of  the  debate  on  Mr.  Thomas  Townsend^s  motion  for  an  address 
to  the  King  to  defer  the  prorogation. — Ed. 

t  He  did  not  go. 

i  The  French  fleet,  consisting  of  about  twenty-eight  sail  of  the  line,  under  the 
command  of  M.  D*0rviliier8,  sailed  from  Brest  on  the  4th  of  June.— Ed. 
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with  the  trifling  difiereDce  of  having  America  id  oQr  scale — now  it  in 
in  theirs.  Wq  had  too  a  Lord  Chatham ;  who  does  not  seem  to  have 
been  replaced. 

I  tell  70U  nothinj^  of  ParliameDtar7  debates,  for  I  really  do  not  at- 
tend to  them ;  especiailj  not  to  the  details  of  the  war,  and  the  conduct 
of  the  Generals,  who  have  made  a  verj  silly  figure.  There  are  far 
nightier  objects  in  question  than  speeches  and  votes,  and  which  I  mwi 
leam  even  here,  quiet  and  abstracted  as  I  sit.  My  consolation  is  that 
I  haye  no  particular  friend  responsible  for  any , thing  that  has  haroen- 
ed;  and,  when  one's  passions  are  not  concerned,  an  individual  of  my 
ap  must  have  leamt  to  look  on  the  great  drama  of  the  world  with 
some  indifference.  My  pride,  I  own,  made  me  pleased  when  my 
coQotry  was  the  most  splendid  in  Europe  :  I  did  not  imagine  I  was  so 
tiogular  as  I  find  I  was,  or  we  should  not  have  run  wild  after  a 
phantom  of  absolute  power  over  a  country  whose  liberty  was  the  source 
of  cor  greatness.  A  pretty  experiment  we  have  made ;  and,  when 
ever  the  hour  of  peace  shall  arrive,  we  shall  be  able  to  compute  what 
it  has  cost  us  not  to  compass  it. 

Methinks,  if  the  accounts  of  all  wars  were  to  be  stated,  it  would  be 
worth  ambition's  while  to  examine  the  sum  total,  and  calculate  whether 
the  object  aimed  at  is  not  ten  thousand  times  too  dear.  I  doubt  I  must 
not  propose  examining  the  mere  cash  account.  The  lives,  alas  I  go  for 
nothing.  We  have  sent  fifty  thousand  men  to  America,  and  recruits  ! 
How  many  will  ever  return  ?  And  where  are  all  the  children  that 
voold  have  been  begotten  in  six  years  of  peace  ?  Oh  I  and  now  here 
is  a  new  account  to  be  opened  ! 

These  would  be  called  at  present  the  gloomy  speculations  of  a  soli- 
tiry  man.  Posterity  would  think  there  was  some  sense  in  them — and 
yet  posterity  will  perhaps  be  as  foolish  on  some  other  point.  We  con- 
demn the  wars  of  the  Guelfs  and  GhibelUnes,  and  do  not  conceive 
what  they  quarrelled  about ;  yet  we,  who  are  at  war  with  France  and 
Spain  because  we  would  not  be  content  to  let  America  send  us  half 
the  wealth  of  the  world  in  its  own  way,  shall  not  be  deemed  very  wise 
hereafter.  We  not  only  killed  the  hen  that  laid  a  golden  egg  every 
daj,  but  must  defend  the  very  shop  at  home  where  we  sold  our  eggs. — 
I  have  nothing  more  to  say,  and  three  parts  of  England  do  not  yet 
think  there  is  a  word  of  sense  in  what  I  nave  said  :  France  and  Spain 
bow  there  is  ;  but  I  shall  not  canvass  for  their  approbation. 


LETTER  CCCVm. 

Strawberry  Hill,  June  30, 1779. 

This  letter  will  be  of  very  ancient  date  when  you  receive  it,  and  not 

ha?e  one  very  near  it  perhaps  when  it  sets  out.     Your  nephew  called 

here  two  days  ago,  just  as  t  was  going  to  town  on  business,  and  told 

ne,  to  my  joy  on  your  account,  that  he  was  going  in  a  fortnight  to 

VOL.  II. — 10. 
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make  you  atiother  short  visit— ra  yery  meritorioos  one  when  the  jom- 
ney  is  so  long.  He  has  promised  to  come  and  dine  here  (ite-h-du 
before  he  ^oes  ;  but,  lest  ne  should  surprise  me,  I  prepare  this,  which 
therefore  shall  not  contain  news  that  would  be  antiquated,  but  give  joa 
as  just  a  picture  as  I  can  in  few  words  of  our  situation  and  prospect, 
and  as  iinparti^l  one  as  I  can,  considering^  mj  indignation  at  the  ruii 
brought  upon  my  country  by  both  as  worthless  and  incapable  a  set  of 
men  as  ever  had  the  front  to  call  themselves  politicians.  They  haye 
hurried  us,  and  then  blundered  us,  into  a  civil  war,  a  French  war,  a 
Spanish  war.  America  is  lost;  Jamaica,  the  West  Indian  islands, 
Gibraltar,'  and  Port  Mahon,  are  scarcely  to  be  saved ;  Ireland  is  in 
great  danger,  either  from  invasion  or  provocation.  Of  this  country  I 
should  have  little  fear,  if  men  who  oonaucted  themselves  so  wretchedly 
were  not  still  our  governors  !  We  are  at  this  instant  expecting  a  sea- 
battle  between  our  fleet  and  the  united  one  of  France  and  Spain ;  in 
which,  if  the  latter,  who  are  the  stronger  by  a  matter  of  nine  ships, 
have  the  decided  advantage,  we  conclude  they  will  pour  in  troops,  con- 
siderably into  Ireland, — here  probably  in  less  detachments,  to  distract 
us.*  The  nation  is  not  so  much  alarmed  as  might  be  expected.! 
What  is  infinitely  more  astonishing  is,  that  the  Spanish  war,  on  which 
the  Ministers  lulled  the  country  asleep  even  till  two  day^  before  the 
declaration,  has  not  excited  general,  scarcely  any,  indignation  against 
the  criminals.  In  short,  the  Court,  aided  by  the  Tories  and  clergy, 
the  worst  Tories,  have  infatuated  the  nation ;  and  though  the  Qpposi' 
tion  have  yearly,  daily,  hourly,  laboured  to  prevent,  and  foretold  every 
individual  step  that  has  happened,  the  money  of  the  Treasury,  the  in- 
dustry of  the  Scotch,  and  the  rancour  of  the  Tories  have  persuaded 
the  majority  of  the  people  that  the  Opposition  have  almost  conjured  up 
the  storm  ;  though  they  have  not  been  strong  enough  to  carry  a  single 
question,  have  oeprecated  every  measure  pursued,  and  have  had  every 
one  of  their  prophecies  verified. — I,  who  afiSrm  all  this,  and  appeal  to 
facts,  am  still  not  partial  to  the  Opposition.  So  far  from  thinking  they 
have  gone  too  far,  I  know  they  have  been  too  inert,  and,  early  at  least 
in  the  American  war,  might  have  stemmed  some  of  the  torrent.  Yet 
I  will  do  them  justice, — ^the  fairness  of  their  characters  checked  them ; 
a  less  conscientious  Opposition  might  have  saved  the  nation. 

In  this  predicament  then  we  stand ;  a  good  man  scarcely  knows  what 
to  wish.     New  misfortunes  would  level  us  to  the  dust.    Success  in  such 

*  The  French  and  Spanish  fleets  conjoined  made  a  tremendous  appearance; 
amounting^  to  between  sixty  and  seventy  line-of- battle  ships,  besides  a  cloud  of  fri- 
gates and  fire-ships — Ed. 

t  **  I  never,*'  writes  Lord  Carlisle  to  Selwyn  on  the  18th,  ^  saw  less  despondency 
and  more  spirit  manifested  in  a  difficalt  moment  than  at  the  present  We  have  voted 
unanimous  addresses  of  lives  and  fortunes.  We  arc  in  earnest,  and  shall  sell  ourseifes 
very  dear.  A  single  vote  double  the  militia,  and  gives  the  Government  credit  and 
money,  to  resist  every  attack  that  may  be  made  from  any  quarter.  Spirit  and  deci- 
sion roust  govern  our  measures.  The  people  are  awake,  and  seem  willing  to  facili 
tate  any  measures  that  have  spirit  and  decision.^^Eo. 
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kands  as  we  are  in,  would  blow  them  up  to  the  acml^  of  insolence ;  and, 
88  the  whole  scope  of  all  our  errors  was  despotism^  it  is  ^reatlj  to  be 
feared  that,  with  the  loss  of  our  outlying  dominions,  our  trade,  inj9u- 
ence,  and  credit,  we  might  lose  our  freedom  too. 

There  is  the  true  ^cret.  Prerogative  has  been  whispered  into  tKe 
nation's  ear,  and  taken  root.  The  Tories  scruple^  not  to  call  for  it. 
The  Ministers,  worthless  and  incapable  wretches,  and  ill-connected 
with  each  other,  and  cohering  from  common  danger,  hare  litile  or 
no  credit  with  their  Master;  and,  no  one  being  predominant,  no  par- 
ticular odium  rests  on  any  one.  Thus,  though  I  am  persuaded  al- 
most every  one  condemns  the  measures  he  promotes,  and  must  have 
foreseen  the  precipice,  not  one  has  had  the  honest  courage  to  with- 
stand the  Spanish  war ;  which  I  firmly  believe  was  by  no  means  the 
Spanish  King's  intention,  but  turned  solely  on  the  refusal  of  the  Clo- 
set to  relinquish  American  dependence.  Every  thing  has  been  risked 
rather  than  waive  prerogative;  and  so  abandoned  are  the  higher 
orders,  that,  for  the  emolument  of  salaries,  they  have  staked  their 
children  and  the  future  security  of  their  estates  1 

Our  late  prodigious  wealth,  and  our  dissipation,  have  concurred 
to  facilitate  this  delusion.  We  have  excellent  orators  both  in  the 
Administration  and  Opposition,  but  no  great  man,  and  few,  very  few 
TJrtnous  men,  even  in  the  latter;  who,  though  impudently  charged 
still  with  acting  from  interested  motives,  have  over  and  over  re- 
jected every  offer  of  advantage.  I  mean,  personally.  Any  thing 
would  have  been  granted  to  divide  them.  You  will  say,  good  sense, 
not  integrity,  checked  their  acceptance.  Perhaps  so:,  yet,  as  the 
Court  would  never  have  changed  its  system,  nor  would  part  with  the 
lead;  it  is  plain  the  Opposition  did  not  attend  to  individual  lucre,  as 
every  Minister  had  been  gained  by  it.  I  believe  that  neither  Lord 
Rockingham  nor  Lord  Shelburne  would  be  content  without  being 
first  Minister ;  but  honesty  must  have  been  the  motive  of  the  rest. 

This,  though  short,  is  a  comprehensive  abstract  of  my  ideas  on 
our  situation.  I  cannot  precisely  say  what  I  wish;  because  I  can- 
not decide  between  contradiction,  nor  can  expect  that  miracles 
should  dovetail  themselves  in  such  a  manner,  as,  by  intersecting  one 
another,  to  form  a  compact  establishment.  Thus  my  fears  and  hopes  ' 
dre  suspended,  and  I  sit  with  folded  arms  waiting  events.  It  would 
be  idle  and  impertinent  to  say  this  but  to  you,  my  dear  sir,  who 
wish  to  know  my  opinion,  when  I  could  speak  it  fairly  and  truly.  I 
have  done  so  most  religiously ;  I  firmly  believe  every  tittle  I  have 
uttered.  Never  have  I  deceived  you  knowingly.  I  mean,  when  I 
have  written  by  a  safe  hand — by  the  post,  one  colours  over  some 
thin2s,even  because  one's  letters  may  be  opened  by  foreign  enemies: 
but  I  have  ever  been  rather  too  frank  for  my  own  interest,  and  have 
never  talked  seriously  contrary  to  my  opinion,  thoush  I  may  not 
have  uttered  it  fully.  I  wish  you  to  return  me  this  Tetter  by  your 
nepliew:  it  is  too  explicit  to  be  exposed  to  any  hazard  of  publicatioD» 
tnd  is  impartial  enough  to  please  no  set  of  men  upon  earth. 
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Pray  send  me  back  by  your  nephew  what  other  letters,  too»  yoa 
have  of  mine*  On  perusing  the  whole  series,  I  can  safely  repeat, 
thai,  as  far  as  I  knew  at  the  time,  I  have  never  given  you  false  in- 
formation, nor  acted  sentiments  which  you  afterwards  found  had  not 
been  mine;  but,  as  my  life  has  been  uniform  to  its  first  and  only 
principles,  jt  was  not  likely  that  I  should  go  farther  than  being  pru- 
dent (not  the  colour  of  my  character,)  and,  had  I  talked  difierently, 
my  conduct  at  the  very  time  would  have  contradicted  my  asser- 
tions. 


LETTER  CCCIX. 

Strawberry  Hill,  July  7, 1779. 

How  much  larger  the  war  will  be  for  the  addition  of  Spain,  I  do 
not  know.  Hitherto  it  has  produced  no  events  but  the  shutting  of 
our  ports  against  France  and  the  junction  of  nine  ships  from  Ferrol 
with  the  French  squadron.  They  talk  of  a  great  navy  getting  ready 
at  Cadiz,  and  of  mighty  preparations  in  the  ports  of  France  for  an 
embarkation.  As  all  this  must  have  been  foreseen,  I  suppose  we  are 
ready  to  resist  all  attacks. 

The  Parliament  rose  last  Saturday,  not  without  an  open  division 
in  the  Ministry :  Lord  Gower,  President  of  the  Council,  heading  an 
opposition  to  a  bill  for  doubling  the  Militia,  which  had  passed  the 
Commons,  and  throwing  it  out ;  which  Lord  North  as  publicly  re- 
sented. I  make  no  comments  on  this,  because  I  really  know  nothing 
of  the  motives.  Thoroughly  convinced  that  all  my  ideas  are  super- 
annuated, and  too  old  to  learn  new  lessons,  I  only  hear  what  passes, 
pretend  to  understanding  nothing,  and  wait  patiently  for  events  as 
they  present  themselves.  I  listen  enough  to  be  able  to  acquaint  you 
with  facts  of  public  notoriety ;  but  attempt  to  explain  none  of  them, 
if  they  do  not  carry  legibility  in  the  van.  Your  nephew,  who  lives 
more  in  the  world,  and  is  coming  to  you,  will  be  far  more  master  of 
the  details.  He  called  here  some  few  days  ago,  as  I  was  going  out 
to  dinner,  but  has  kindly  promised  to  come  and  dine  here  before  be 
sets  out.  His  journey  is  infinitely  commendable,  as  entirely  under- 
taken to  please  you.  It  will  be  very  comfortable  too,  as  surely  the 
concourse  of  English  must  much  abate,  especially  as  France  is  in- 
terdicted. Travelling  boys  and  self-sufficient  governors  would  be 
an  incumbrance  to  you,  could  you  see  more  of  your  countrymen  of 
more  satisfactory  conversation.  Florence  probably  is  improved 
since  it  had  a  Court  of  its  own,  and  there  must  be  men  a  little  more 
enlightened  than  the  poor  Italians.  Scarcely  any  of  the  latter  that 
ever  I  knew  but,  if  they  had  parts,  were  buffoons.  I  believe  the 
boasted  finesse  of  the  ruling  clergy  is  pretty  much  a  traditionary 
notion,  like  their  jealousy.  More  nations  than  one  live  on  former 
characters  after  they  are  totally  changed.    I  have  been  of^en  and 
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nocb  in  France.  In  the  provinces  they  may  still  be  gay  and  lively; 
but  at  Paris,  bating  the  pert  Stourderie  of  very  young  men,  I  protest 
I  scarcely  ever  saw  any  thing  like  vivacity — the  Due  de  Choiseul 
alone  had  more  than  any  hundred  Frenchmen  I  conkl  select.  Their 
women  are  the  first  in  the  world  in  every  thing  but  beauty ;  sensible, 
agreeable,  and  infinitely  informed.  The  philosophes,  except  Bufibn, 
are  solemn,  arrogant,  dictatorial  coxcombs — I  need  not.  say  super- 
latively disagreeable.  The  rest  are  amazingly  ignorant  in '/scenerai, 
and  void  of  all  conversation  but  the  routine  with  women.  My  dear 
and  very  old  friend*  is  a  relict  of  a  better  age,  and  at  nearly  eighty* 
four  has  all  the  impetuosity  that  was  the  character  of  the  French* 
They  have  not  found  out,  I  believe,  how  much  their  nation  is  sunk  in 
Europe;— probably  the  Goths  and  Vandals  of  the  North  will  open 
their  eyes  before  a  century  is  past.  I  speak  of  the  swarming  em- 
I  pires  that  have  conglomerated  within  our  memories.  We  dispelled 
I  the  vision  twenty  years  ago:  but  let  us  be  modest  till  we  do  so 
I     again. 

I  just  now  receive  two  letters  from  you  at  once,  which  I  suppose 
I    came  by  Mrs.  Pitt's  messenger,  with  Sir  William  Hamilton's  assur- 
ances of  the  good  disposition  of  the  King  of  Spain :  but  they  have 
I    proved  as  vain  as  the  letters  to  the  Grand-Duchess;  yet  I  still  think 
I    we  might  have  kept  him  in  temper  if  we  had  so  pleased. 


9th. 
The  Duke  of  Ancaster  is  dead  of  a  scarlet  fever  contracted  by 
drinking  and  rioting,  at  two-and-twenty.  He  was  in  love  with  my 
niece  Lady  Horatia,  the  Duchess's  third  daughter,  and  intended  to 
marry  her.*  She  is  a  beautiful  girl,  like  her  mother,  though  not  of 
80  sublime  a  style  of  beauty.  I  much  doubt  whether  she  would  have 
been  happy  with  him;  for,  though  he  had  some  excellent  qualities, 
he  was  of  a  turbulent  nature,  and,  though  of  a  fine  figure,  his  man- 
ners were  not  noble.t.  Fortune  seems  to  have  removed  him,  to  com- 
plete her  magnificent  bounties  to  one  family.  Do  you  remember  old 
Peter  Burrell,  who  was  attached  to  my  father  ?  His  eldest  grand- 
daughter is  married  to  a  Mr.  Bennet,  a  man  of  large  estate;  the  se- 
cond, to  Lord  Algernon  Percy ;  the  third,  to  Lord  Percy ;  and.  the 
youngest,  the  only  one  at  all  pretty,  to  Duke  Hamilton.  Lady  Pris- 
cilla  Elizabeth  Bertie,  eldest  sister  of  the  Duke  of  Ancaster,  fell  in 
love  with  their  brother,  and  would  marry  him,  not  at  all  at  his  desire; 
but  her  father,  the  Duke  of  Ancaster,  had  entailed  his  whole  estate 
on  his  two  daughters,  after  his  son,  to  the  total  disinherison  of  his 

*  Madame  da  Deffand. 

t  Daring  the  rejoicings  for  the  acqaittal  of  Admiral  Eeppe)  in  the  preceding 
febrnary,  the  jouthfal  Duke  was  taken  amongst  the  rioters,  and  passed  the  night 
in  the  watch-hooee.  The  most  amiable  and  engaging  manners  were  nevertheless 
*id  to  have  distingotshed  bis  private  life,  and  the  expectations  of  his  country  were 
>VKd  high  from  the  experience  which  the  short  period  of  his  poblio  oondool  had 
giveo.— See  Life  of  Keppel,  vol.  ii.  p.  192.— Ed. 

10* 


114  THE  HON.  HORACE  WALPOLE 

« 

brother  Lord  Brownlowe,  the  present  Duke ; — and  the  grandson  of 
Peter  Burreli,  a  broken  merchant,  is  husband  of  the  Lady  Great 
Chamberlain  of  England,  with  a  barony  and  half  the  Ancaster  estate. 
Old  Madam  Peter  is  living,  to  behold  all  this  deluge  of  wealth  and 
honours  on  her  race.  The  Duchesses  of  Ancaster  have  not  been  less 
singular.  The  last  three  were  never  sober.  The  present  Duchess 
Dowager  was  natural  daughter  of  Panton,  a  disreputable  bone- 
jockey  of  Newmarket ;  and  the  new  Duchess  was  some  lady's  wo- 
man, or  young  lady's  governess.  Fortune  was  in  her  most  jocular 
moods  when  me  made  all  these  matches,  or  had  a  mind  to  torment 
the  Heralds'  office.* 

lltb. 

Last  night  I  received  from  town  the  medal  you  promised  me  on 
the  Moorish  alliance.t  It  is  at  least  as  magnificent  as  the  occasion 
required,  and  yet  not  well  executed.  The  medallist  Siriez,  I  con- 
clude, is  grandson  of  my  old  acquaintance  Louis  Siriez^  of  the  Pa- 
lazzo Vecchio. 

Yesterday's  Gazette  issued  a  proclamation  on  the  expected  inva- 
sion from  Havre,  where  they  are  embarking  mightily .§  ^Some  think 
the  attempt  will  be  on  Portsmouth.  To  sweeten  this  pill,  Clinton  has 
taken  a  fort  and  seventy  men — not  near  Portsmouth,  but  New  York; 
and  there  were  reports  at  the  latter  that  Charlestown  is  likely  to  sup 
render.  This  would  be  something,  if  there  were  not  a  French  war 
and  a  Spanish  war  in  the  way  between  us  and  Carolina.  Sir  Charles 
Hardy  is  at  Torbay  with  the  whole  fleet,  which  perhaps  was  not 
part  of  the  plan  at  Havre :  we  shall  see,  and  you  shall  hear,  if  any 
thing  passes.  * 

Friday  night,  Jaly  I6th. 
Your  nephew  has  sent  me  word  that  he  will  breakfast  with  me  to- 
morrow, but  shall  not  have  time  to  dine.  I  have  nothing  to  add  to 
the  foregoing  general  picture.  We  have  been  bidden  even  by  pro- 
clamation to  expect  an  invasion,  and  troops  and  provisions  have  for 
this  week  been  said  to  be  embarked.  Still  I  do  not  much  expect  a 
serious  descent.  The  French,  I  think,  have  better  chances  with  less 
risk.  They  may  ruin  us  in  detail.  The  fleet  is  at  present  at  home 
or  very  near,  and  very  strong ;  nor  do  I  think  that  the  French  plan 
is  activity: — but  it  is  idle  to  talk  of  the  present  moment,  when  it  will 
be  some  time  before  you  receive  this.    I  am  infinitely  in  more  pain 

*  For  an  extended  notice  of  the  Burrell  fimily,  see  Wraxairs  Poelhomons  His- 
torical Memoirs,  vol.  i.  p.  21. — ^Eo. 
t  Between  the  Great-Duke  of  Tuscany  and  the  Emperor  of  Morocco. 

(A  French  stlversnith  settled  at  Florence. 
D*Orvilliera,  having  effected  a  judcUod  with  the  Spanish  fleet,  and  appeared  off 
Plymouth  with  sixty  sail  of  the  line,  a  proclamation  was  issued  on  the  9ih  of  July, 
commanding  all  horses  and  cattle  to  be  driven  from  the  coast.  Great  consterna- 
tion prevailed  aloiw  the  whole  line  of  the  coast,  and  many  who  had  the  means  with- 
drew into  the  interior.^ED. 
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ibeat  Mr.  Conway,  who  is  in  the  midst  of  the  storm  in  a  notshelU 
and  I  know  will  defend  himself  as  if  he  was  in  the  strongest  fortifica- 
tkw  in  Flanders — and,  which  is  as  bad,  I  believe  the  Court  would 
acrlfice  the  island  to  sacrifice  him.  They  played  that  infamous 
game  last  year  on  Keppel,  when  ten  thousand  times  more  was  aX 
lUke.  They  look  at  the  biggest  objects  through  the  diminishing  end 
of  every  telescope;  and,  the  higher  they  who  look,  the  more  malig* 
naot  and  mean  the  eye. 

I  send  you  ''The  Mysterious  Mother,*'  and  a  pair  of  bootikins ;  you 
ikatl  have  Iftrge  sopplies  if  they  prove  of  service — yet  I  would  not 
have  you  even  try  them,  unless  attacked  in  your  head  or  stomach. 
Yoa  can  nerer  have  much  gout  in  your  limbs,  as  it  attacks  you  so  late, 
and  little  fits  will  prolong  your  life.  You  must  put  them  on  at  night 
and  tie  them  as  tight  as  you  can  bear,  the  flannel  next  to  your  flesh, 
the  oilskin  over.  In  the  morning  before  you  rise,  you  must  dry  your 
feet  with  a  hot  napkin,  and  put  on  a  pair  of  warm  stockings  freshly 
aired ;  over  the  bootikins  at  night,  a  pair  of  thread  stockings. 

The  Duchess  Dowager  of  Ancaster,  Lady  Elisabeth  Burrell,  and 
the  new  Duke  .and  Duchess,  have  all  written  to  Lady  Horatia,  ac^ 
fcnowledging  that  tho  late  Duke  was  to  hare  married  her.  The  two 
lint  have  expressed  themselves  in  the  tenderest  manner ;  the  others 
wrote  only  for  form.  The  Mother-Duchess  approves  of  my  niece 
going  into  mourning,  which  she  does  for  six  months.  The  poor  young 
iiisii,  his  father's  absurd  will  not  standing  good,  made  a  new,  and  most 
rational  one  four  years  ago,  in  which  he  gives  the  seat  of  the  family 
sad  5000/.  to  the  present  Duke  and  to  the  title,  and  adds  1800/.  a-year 
to  his  mother's  jointure.  Such  symptoms  of  sense  and  feeling  double 
the  loss. 

Adieu  1  my  dear  sir.  In  what  manner  we  are  to  be  undone,  I  do 
not  guess ;  but  I  see  no  way  by  which  we  can  escape  happily  out  of 
this  crisis — I  mean,  preserve  the  country  and  recover  the  Constitution. 
I  thought  for  four  years  that  calamity  would  bring  us  to  our  senses  : 
but  alas !  we  have  none  left  to  be  brought  to.  We  shall  now  suffer  a 
great  deal,  submit  at  last  to  a  humiliating  peace,  and  people  will  be 
content. — So  adieu,  England  I  it  will  be  more  or  less  a  province  or 
kind  of  province  to  France,  and  its  viceroy  will  be,  in  what  does  not 
eoBcem  France,  its  despot — and  will  be  content  too  t  I  shall  not  pity 
ihe  country  :  I  shall  feel  only  for  those  who  grieve  with  me  at  its  ah- 
ject  state  ;  or  for  posterity,  if  they  do  not,  like  other  degraded  nations, 
grow  callously  reconciled  to  their  ignominy. 


LETTER  CCCX. 

Strawberry  Hill,  Aug.  4, 1779. 
I  SHPI.0T  a  secretary,  to  spare  one  of  my  eyes,  which  is  tormented 
with  an  iaflammatioD.    As  it  comes  by  fits,  I  impute  it  to  my  old  ene- 
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mj  the  goat ;  wIio»  of  all  distempere,  is  the  greatest  hariequin.  This 
charge  is  not  made  to  avoid  an  uDwiUiogaess  of  owning  that  the  breadi 
may  have  been  made  by  the  general  foe,  old  age ;  though  its  ally,  the 
gout,  may  take  advantage  of  the  weak  place. 

I  sent  you  a  long  letter  by  your  nephew :  it  leaves  me  nothing  to 
add  but  events,  and  of  them  there  have  been  none,  except  the  safe 
arrival  of  our  great  West  Indian  fleet,  worth  between  two  and  three 
millions.  I  don't  know  why  the  fleets  of  Bourbon  sufiered  it  to  pass 
quietly,  unless  to  return  the  compliment  of  our  not  meddling  with  tneir 
Uomingo  fleet.  We  heard  last  week  that  Gibraltar  was  invested: 
not  more  is  confirmed  than  that  great  preparations  are  making  in  Spain 
for  the  siege.  We,  or  at  least  I,  do  not  know  what  numbers  of  the 
latter's  ships  have  joined  the  French  :  they  certainly  out-number  Sir 
Charles  Hardy's  squadron ;  yet  so  noble  a  navy  as  his  we  never  set 
forth,  and  it  will  cost  them  destruction  to  master  it.  They  threaten 
us  mightily  from  Havre  and  St.  Maloes ;  but  we  are  prepared,  and  I 
think  they  will  prefer  cheaper  laurels  elsewhere. 

This  is  but  a  negative  description;  and  merely  in  compliance  with 
your  desire  of  frequent  letters.  Private  news  we  have  none>  but  what 
I  have  long  been  bidden  to  expect,  the  completion  of  the  sale  of  the 

!uctures  at  Houghton  to  the  Caarina.  The  sum  stipulated  is  forty  or 
brty-five  thousand  pounds,  I  neither  know  nor  care  which ;  nor  whe- 
ther the  picture-merchant  ever  receives  the  whole  sum,  which  pro- 
bably he  will  not  do,  as  I  hear  it  is  to  be  discharged  at  three  payments 
— a  miserable  bargain  for  a  mighty  empress  I  Fresh  lovers,  and  fresh, 
will  perhaps. intercept  the  second  and  third  payments.  Weill  adieu 
to  Houghton  I  about  its  mad  master  I  shall  never  trouble  myself  more. 
From  the  moment  he  came  into  possession,  he  has  undermined  every 
act  of  my  father  that  was  within  his  reach,  but,,  having  none  of  that 
great  man's  sense  or  virtues,  he  could  only  lay  wild  hands  on  lands 
and  houses ;  and,  since  he  has  stripped  Houghton  of  its  glory,  I  do  not 
care  a  straw  what  he  does  with  the  stone  or  the  acres.  The  happi- 
ness my  father  entailed  on  this  country  has  been  thrown  away  in  as 
distracted  a  manner,  but  his  fame  will  not  be  injured  by  the  insanity 
of  any  of  his  successors.  We  have  paid  a  fine  lor  having  cut  off  the 
entail,  but  shall  not  so  easily  suffer  a  recovery. 

General  Conway  is  still  in  his  little  island,  which  I  trust  is  too  dimi- 
nutive to  be  descried  by  an  Armada.  I  do  not  desire  to  have  him 
achieve  an  Iliad  in  a  nutshell. 

5th. 
You  perceive  my  eye  is  better^  but  I  must  not  use  it  much.    Yester- 
day came  an  account  of  the  conquest  of  St.  Vincent  by  the  French.* 

*  In  Jnne,  daringf  the  absence  of  the  British  fleet,  a  handful  of  French  from  tfI^ 
tinico  under  tbe  command  only  of  a  naval  lieutenant,  estimated  at  four  hundred  and 
fifty  men,  not  above  half  of  whom  were  regulars,  having  ventured  to  land  npon  the 
island  of  St.  Vincent,  garrisoned  by  seven  companies  of  regular  troops,  tiie  island 
was  delivered  op  to  them,  withoat  the  firing  of  a  single  shot  oa  either  side.— Eow 
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Hie  poor  Caribs  amsted  theniy  and  are  revenged  on  as :  I  cannot 
Uame  them.  How  impolitic  is  injustice,  when  man  cannot  command 
fcrtone !  I  still  cannot  help  conjecturing  that  France  will  prefer  de- 
molishing all  our  outworks  to  attempting  inrasion  here,  where  we  are 
10  mightily  prepared.  We  fear  ihej  will  not  engage  Sir  Charles 
Hardy,  though  superior  in  number;  as  he  has  at  least  uirtj-eight  such 
siups,  and  such  able  and  tried  captains  in  them,  as  they  cannot  match. 
By  thus  detaining  all  our  force  at  home,  distant  quarters  are  half  at 
their  mercy.  They  themselves  think  America  much  disposed  to  return 
to  lis,  and  therefore  will  probably  nut  ^hasard  a  defeat  here,  which 
would  leave  us  time  to  treat  with  the  Colonies.  But  I  must  not  let 
my  eye  talk  of  politics.     Good  night ! 


LETTER  CCCXL 

Strawberry  Hill,  Aug.  10, 1779. 

The  French  and  Spanish  squadrons*  of  si^hy  sniU  passed  by  Sir 
Charles  Hardy  without  meeting;  and  on  thel4th|  chased  three  of 
our  mea-of-war,  that  were  going  to  join  him,  into  Plymouth.  To- 
day an  account  is  come  that  the  enemy's  fleet  of  fifty-six  sail,  is  an- 
chared  before  that  fleet.  Whether  hoping  to  burn  it,  or  to  wait  for 
tbeir  transports  I  do  not  pretend  to  say,  as  there  are  different  opinions. 
Hardy  will  undoubtedly  attack  them  as  soon  as  he  can ;  but  the  east- 
erly wind  keeps  him  out  at  sea. 

I  would  write  to  you,  to  mark  my  constant  attention ;  but  it  is  dif- 
ficult for  one  so  totally  uninformed  as  I  am  to  speak  on  such  great 
eveoLs  when  pending*  and  as  improper  when  the  sea  swarms  with 
privateers,  and  my  letter  must  pass  through  so  many  post-offices. 
YoD  know  me  well  enough  to  guess  at  my  sentiments.  You  know 
me  an  unalterable  Englishman,  who  loves  bis  country  and  devoutly 
wishes  its  prosperity.  Such  I  am,  ardent  for  England,  and  ever  shall 
be;  it  is  all  a  useless  old  man  can  do,  to  pray  for  its  lasting  prospe- 
rity. The  events  of  war  must  be  accepted  with  constancy,  good  or 
bad.  You,  a  minister  of  peace  and  at  a  distance,  will  be  anxious  for 
every  post.  Good  news  you  shall  have  instantly :  I  hope  I  shall  have 
DotbJDg  sinister  to  send  you.  I  may  not  be  at  hand  immediately  to 
tell  you  every  thing ;  I  have  female  relations  whose  husbands  may  be 
in  action,  whose  spirits  I  must  keep  up,  and  who  are  in  different 
eoQnties ;  but  I  shall  never  be  long  from  home.  Every  man  must 
do  the  utmost  he  can  in  his  sphere  when  his  country  is  concerned, 
tod  private  duties  must  be  attended  to  too.  I  have  lived  long  enough 
to  possess  calmness  enough  for  my  use.  It  has  long  been  my  maxim, 
that  most  things  are  excusable  in  the  passions  of  youth;  but  that  an 
old  man  is  bound  to  think  of  nothing  but  what  is  right,  and  to  be  ser- 
viceable to  others.  Virtues,  if  one  has  any,  shine  brightest  when  put 
to  the  trial ;  but  ostentation  may  taint  even  them.    My  father  is  ever 
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before  my  eyes^not  to  attempt  to  imitate  him,  fori  have  none  of  his 
matchless  wisdom,  or  unsullied  virtues^or  heroic  firmoess;  but  sixty- 
two  years  have  taught  me  to  gaze  on  him  with  ten  thousand  times  the 
reverence  that — I  speaic  it  with  deep  shame — I  felt  for  him  at  twenty- 
two,  when  he  stood  before  me !  I  must  check  this  theme,  it  would 
carry  me  too  far ;  and  it  is  at  midnight  I  am  writing,  and  my  letter 
must  go  to  London  at  eight  in  the  morning.  Adieu  !  my  dear  sir: 
may  I  send  you  victories  while  we  are  at  war;  but  being  no  military 
man,  I  may  be  allowed  to  wish  I  could  send  you  peace ! 


LETTER  CCCXn. 

Strawberry  Hill,  Sep.  5, 1779. 

If  I  tell  you  nothing  but  truth,  my  letter  will  be  wondrously  short. 
Since  my  last,  there  have  been  no  events  but  what  in  modern  phrase, 
are  called  movements.  The  combined  fleets  appeared  before  Plymouth, 
and  disappeared.  Sir^Charles  Hardy  was  driven  westward.  The 
Ardent,  mistaking  enemies  for  friends,  fell  among  them ;  but  Captain 
Boteler  was  thrown  so  little  off  his  guard,  that  it  took  four  ships  to 
master  him,  and  his  own  sunk  as  soon  as  he  and  his  men  were  re- 
ceived on  board  the  victors.  Monsieur  D'Orvilliers,  admiring  his 
gallantry,  applauded  it.  He  modestly  replied,  "  you  will  find  every 
captain  in  our  fleet  behave  in  the  same  manner."*  Un  id  departement 
donne  d  penser.  At  last  we  heard  of  Sir  Charles  Hardy  oflT  Plymouth, 
and  yesterday  at  Portsmouth.  Where  the  combined  are,  I  know  riot 
precisely ;  but,  that  such  extended  lines  should  not  have  caught  the  eye 
of  each  other,  is  very  surprising  to  us  inexpert  in  winds  and  tides.  On 
those  I  never  allow  myself  to  conjecture  or  reason ;  and  thus  I  have  told 
you  all  the  little^  know,  disrobed  of  the  reports  and  lies  of  each  new  day. 
Opinions,  were  I  informed  enough  to  frame  them,  would  be  stale  ere 
they  could  reach  you.  I  write  rather  to  extract  the  small  truth  there  is 
in  newspapers  and  interested  relations,  than  to  swell  your  imagina- 
tion. My  letter  must  pass  through  so  many  inquisitions,  that  it  is 
necessary  it  should  be  able  to  stand  the  test. 

There  is  not  a  word  of  private  news.  All  the  world  are  politicians, 
or  soldiers ;  or,  rather,  both.  I  hope  they  will  improve  more  in  the 
latter  profession  than  they  have  done  in  the  former.  Even  this  little 
quiet  village  is  grown  a  camp.    Servants  are  learning  to  fire  all  day 

*  Captain  Boteler  had  orders  to  join  Sir  Charles  Hardy *8  fleet  supposed  to  be 
cruising  in  Channel  soundings.  He  bad  received  no  intimation  that  the  enemy 
had  put  to  sea,  when  he  suddenly  fell  in  with  a  fleet  which  made  him  the  private  sig- 
nal. So  little  idea  had  he  of  its  bein^  the  enemy,  that  be  was  occupied  in  reefing 
his  topsails,  when  a  frigate  poured  her  broadside  into  him.  At  once  engaged  with 
^r  of  the  enemy's  frigates,  and  a  powerful  force  coming  up  to  their  support,  be 
was  compelled  to  strike,  and  for  this— &e  wtudimittedthe  serwcer*— Liieof  Kep- 
pel,  vol.  iL  p*  257.— £o. 
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kmgi  and  I  suppose  soon  will  demand  their  <  wages  le  pistolet  i  la 
main.  I  could  draw  other  reflections ;  but  a  man  who  in'  a  month 
iviil  enter  on  his  grand  climacteric,  and  should  busy  himself  with 
tisions  of  what  may  happen  when  he  is  in  his  grave,  would  resemble 
Hogarth's  debtor,  who,  in  prison,  is  writing  a  scheme  for  paying  the 
debts  of  the  nation. 

I  forgot  to  tell  you,  that  the  moment  I  received  your  letter  to  your 
nephew,  I  sent  it  to  his  house  in  town— where  he  was  not;  and  the 
servant  believed  he  was  to  set  out  the  next  morning,  but  would  send 
it  to  him.  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn  since  whether  he  is  gone  or 
not; for  your  sake  I  own  I  wish  he  may  be. 


LETTER  CCCXIII. 

Sep.  16, 1779. 
I  HAVE  received  your  letter  by -Colonel  Floyd,  and  shall^  be  sur- 
prised indeed  if  Caesar  does  not  find  his  own  purple  a  little  rumpled, 
as  well  as  his  brother's  mantle.  But  how  astonished  was  I  at  finding 
that  you  did  not  mention  the  dreadful  eruption  of  Vesuvius.  Surely 
you  had  not  heard  of  it!  What  are  kings  and  their  popguns  to  that 
wrath  of  Nature  I  How  Sesostris,  at  the  head  of  an  army  of  nations, 
would  have  fallen  prostrate  to  earth  before  a  column  of  blazing  em- 
bers eleven  thousand  feet  high  !*  I  am  impatient  to  hear  more,  as 
vou  are  of  the  little  conflict  of  us  pigmies.  Three  days  after  my 
last  set  out,  we  received  accounts  of  D'Estaing's  success  against  Byron 
and  Barrington,  and  of  the  capture  of  Grenada.  I  do  not  love  to  send 
first  reports,. which  are  rarely  authentic.  The  subsequent  narrative 
of  the  engagementf  is  more  favourable.  It  allows  the  victory  to  the 
enemy,  but  makes  their  loss  of  men  much  the  more  considerable. 
Of  ships  we  lost  but  on^,  taken  after  the  fight  as  going  into  port 

"*  Ad  eruption  of  Mount  Vesuvius  had  taken  place  in  August,  which,  for  its  ex- 
traordinary and  terrible  appearance,  is  considered  the  moet  remarkable  of  any  re- 
conied  concerning  this  or  any  other  Volcano.  An  account  of  it  was  published  in 
October  by  Sir  William  Hamilton,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.,  afterwards  Sir  Joseph,  Banks  : 
-•"Id  an  instant,**  says  Sir  William,  **  a  fountain  of  liquid  transparent  fire  began 
to  rise,  and  gradually  increasing,  arrived  at  so  amazing  a  height  as  to  strike  every 
one  who  beheld  it  with  the  most  awful  astonishmenL  I  shall  scarcely  be  credited 
vfaen  I  assure  you,  sir,  that  the  height  of  this  stupendous  column  of  fire  could  not  be 
leasthan  three  times  that  of  Vesuvius  itself,  which,  as  you  know,  rises  perpendicularly 
37080  above  the  level  of  the  sea  !— 

*  Se  tu  se*  or,  lettore,  k  creder  lento 
C6i  ch'  io  dir6,  non  sarft  maravigilia, 
Che  io,  cbe  '1  vidi,  appena  il  mi  consento.* " — Ed. 

f  The  nnsatisfactory  engagement  which  took  place  on  the  6th  of  July  between 
Admirals  Byron  and  Barrington,  and  Count  D^Estaing;  in  which  the  latter,  though 
considerably  superior  in  force,  eluded  every  efibrt  which  was  made  by  the  British 
comnianderfl  to  bring  on  a  close  and  decieive  battle.— Ed. 
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to  refit.  Sir  Charles  Hardy  and  D'Orviiliers  have  not  met ;  the  lat- 
ter is  at  Brest,  the  former  at  Portsmouth.  I  never  penetrated  an 
inch  into  what  is  to  be;  and  into  some  distant  parts  of  our  history,  I 
mean  the  Eastern,  I  never  liked  to  look.  I  believe  it  an  iDfamous 
scene ;  you  know  I  have  always  thought  it  so ;  and  the  Marattas 
are  a  nation  of  banditti  very  proper  to  scourge  the  heroes  of  Europe^ 
who  go  so  far  to  plunder  and  put  themselves  in  their  way. .  Nature 
gave  to  mankind  a  beautiful  world,  and  larger  than  it  could  occupy, 
— for,  as  to  the  eruption  of  Goths  and  Vandals  occasioned  by  ex- 
cess of  population,  I  very  much  doubt  it;  and  mankind  prefers  de- 
forming the  ready  Paradise,  to  improving  and  enjoying  it.  Ambi- 
tion and  mischief,  which  one  should  not  think  were  natural  appetites, 
seem  almost  as  much  so  as  the  impulse  to  propagation;  and  those 
pious  rogues,  the  clergy,  preach  against  what  Nature  forces  us  to 
practice,  (or  she  could  not  carry  on  her  system,)  and  not  twice  in  a 
century  say  a  syllable  against  the  Lust  of  Destruction  !  Oh  !  one  is 
lost  in  moralizing,  as  one  is  in  astronomy !  In  the  ordinance  and 
preservation  of  the  great  universal  system  one  sees  the  Divine  Arti- 
ficer, but  our  intellects  are  too  bounded  to  comprehend  any  thing 
more. 

Lord  Temple  is  dead  by  accident.*  I  never  had  any  esteem  for 
bis  abilities  or  character.  He  had  grown  up  in  the  bask  of  Lord 
Chatham's  glory,  and  had  the  folly  to  mistake  half  the  rays  for  his 
own.  The  world  was  not  such  a  dupe;  and  his  last  years  discovered 
to  him,  too,  that  no  mortal  regarded  him  but  himself. 

The  Lucans  are  in  my  neighbourhood,  and  talk  with  much  afiec- 
tion  of  you.    Adieu  I 


LETTER  CCCXIV. 

Strawberry  Hill,  Oct  11, 1779. 

It  is  very  diflficult  to  write  at  such  a  time  as  this,  when  there  have 
been  no  events,  are  no  good  prospects,  and  when  we  have  not  abun- 
dance of  friends  in  the  post-offices  abroad,  through  which  one's  let- 
ters are  to  pass.  You  must  remember  this  position,  and  curb  your 
impatience  when  you  do  not  hear  from  me  often. 

Nothing  has  happened  since  my  last,  though  near  a  month  ago,  but 
the  surprisal  of  Stony  Point  by  the  Americans,  where  they  made 
eight  hundred  prisoners.  These  events  seem  trifles  to  me,  who  look 
on  America  as  totally  lost,  and  do  not  take  account  of  the  modes  by 
which  we  part  with  the  ruins. 

D'Orvilliers  is  certainly  laid  aside,  though  his  disgrace  is  palliated. 
The  combined  fleets  have  as  surely  lost  many  thousands  by  the  small* 

*  The  Earl  was  thrown  from  his  phetoo;  by  which  melaacholy  accident  his  skoll 
was  fractured.— Ed. 
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pox.*  We  are  bidden  at  this  very  time  to  expect  their  re-appearance. 
The  year  is  so  far  advanced  that  we  nrust  know  soon,  whether  any 
blow  wilt  be  attempted,  or  the  campaign  conclude.  In  my  own  opi- 
nion, the  principal  effort  will  be  against  Ireland ;  but  I  do  not  trust 
my  guesses  a  yard  out  of  my  sight,  and  keep  still  closer  guard  upon 
my  ears,  for  almost  every  body's  mouth  sterns  to  have  a  design  on 
one's  .senses.  They  tell  one  lies  as  solemnly  as  Swift  related  his  voy- 
ages to  Brobdignag  and  Lilliput. 

Notions  there  are,  or  have  been  lately,  that  the  two  Empresses 
wish  to  mediate  a  peace.  I  do  believe  that  on  France  notifying  to 
the  Emperor  that  she  should  send  some  troops  to  Flanders  to  impose 
neutrality  on  the  Dutch,  he  replied,  d  la  bonne  heure  ;  but,  for  every 
squadron,  he  would  despatch  two.  It  cannot  be  the  interest  of  the 
rest  of  Europe  that  the  Bourbons  should  be  sole  sovereigns  of  the 
ocean;  nor  should  I  think  that,  so  excellent  a  milch-cow  as  England 
has  been  to  Germany,  the  latter  would  like  to  see  the  pail  demolished, 
though  the  cow  has  kicked  it  down  herself,  when  it  was  out  of  reach 
of  every  body  else.  But  adieu  retrospect!  it  is  as  idle  as  prophecy, 
the  characteristic  of  which  is,  never  to  be  believed  where  alone  it 
could  be  useful-^t.  e,  in  its  own  country. 

I  complained  unjustly  of  your  silence  on  Yesuviuis,  having  since 
received  the  view  of  its  terrors  in  the  compass  of  a  card,  excellently 
done.'    I  thank  you  much  for  it. 

Of  late — indeed,  for  the  entire  summer — I  have  been  much  out  of 
order,  and  thought  my  constitution  breaking  fast ;  but  it  exerted  its 
internal  strength,  and,  when  I  was  lowest,  threw  out  the  gout  in 
several  joints.  In  short,  I  have  stamina  of  iron,  in  a  case,  as  I  used 
to  call  yours,  of  wet  brown-paper.  I  am  now  taking  the  bark,  and  find 
great  benefit  from  it :  nay,  I  am  removing  into  a  new  house  in  Lon- 
don, that  I  bought  last  winter,  as  if  I  believed  I  had  several  years  to 
come,  h  is  in  Berkeley  Square,  whither  for  the  future  you  must 
direct.  It  is  a  charming  situation,  and  a  belter  house  than  I  wanted 
— in  short,  I  would  not  change  my  two  pretty  mansions  for  any  in 
England:  but  I  do  not  shut  my  eyes  on  the  transitory  tenure  of  them; 
though,  if  mortals  did  not  coin  visions  for  themselves,  they  would  sit 
with  folded  arms,  and  take  no  thought  for  the  morrow  !  I  hold  vi- 
sions to  be  wisdom ;  and  would  deny  them  only  to  ambition,  which 
exists  by  destruction  of  the  visions  of  every  body  else.  Like  Ve- 
suvius, it  overwhelms  the  fair  face  of  the  world,  though  to  reign 
over  cinders,  and  only  lift  its  head  above  the  desolation  it  has  oc- 
casioned and  cannot  enjoy. 

^  Dreading  the  effecte  of  the  approaching  equinoctial  gales,  D'Omlliors  withdrew 
bis  vast  armament  into  Brest  harbour,  wheire  it  remained  useless  and  inactive.  On 
board  the  Spanish  ships  three  thousand  men  were  swept  away  b^  disease,  and  the 
mortality  among  the  French  is  considered  to  have  been  still  more  formidable.  Thus 
tended  the  expectations  of  the  enemy,  and  the  apprehensions  of  the  people  of  £ng- 
iand.— Ed. 

VOL.  11. — 11 
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LETTER  CCCXV. 

Berkeley  Square,  Oct  14, 1779. 
I  HAVE  been  desired,  and  never  acquiesced  with  more  pleasure, 
both  for  the  sake  of  the  recommended  and  of  yours,  to  give  a  recora- 
mendatory  letter  to  you  for  Mr.  Windhanr^  a  gentleman  of  large  for- 
tune in  Norfolk,  who  is  obliged  to  go  to  Italy  for  the  recovery  of  bis 
health,  which  I  most  earnestly  wish  he  may  retrieve  ther^.*    He  is 

*  William  Wiqdham,  Esq.,  of  Felbrig;  io  the  coanty  of  Norfolk,  the  subject  of 
this  high  but  etrictly  merited  culogium,  Was  born  in  Lohdou  in  1750,  and  sent  in 
bis  seventh  year  to  Eton ;  whence  he  was  removed  in  1766  to  the  University  of 
Glasgow,  and  in  the  following  year  to  University  College,  Oxford.  In  1773  bis 
love  of  adventure  and  thirst  of  knowledge  induced  him  to  accompany  his  friend, 
Constantino  Lord  Mulgrave,  in  hia  voyage  towards  the  North  Pole;  but  sea-sick- 
ness compelled  him  to  land  in  Norway,  and  abandon  his  purpose.  The  ill-hedth 
referred  to  by  Walpole,  was  occasioned  by  riding,  in  a  sort  of  frolic,  through  a 
deep  rivulet,  and  remaining  for  several  hours  in  wet  clothes.  With  a  view  to  its 
restoration^  he,  in  1779,  proceeded  to  the  Continent ;  where  he  remained  for  two 

?ear8.  In  1782,  he  came  into  Parliament ;  where  he  sat  for  twenty-eight  yean, 
n  1783,  he  .was  appointed  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland; 
upon  which  occasion,  on  his  expressing  to  Dr.  Johnson,  of  whose  Literary  Club  he 
was  a  member,  some  doubts  that  he  should  be  called  on  in  his  new  office  to  sanc- 
tion practices  of  which  h^could  not  approve,  "  Don't  be  afraid,  sir,*'  said  the  Doc- 
tor, with  a  smile,  *^you  \^  soon  make  a  very  pretty  rascal.*'  It  appears  that  Mr. 
Windham's  doubts  were  not  ill-founded,  as  he  yielded  up  his  secretaryship  four 
months  after  his  appointment.  He  sided  with  Opposition  until  the  celebrated  se- 
cession from  the  Whig  party  in  1793;  when  he  followed  the  Idad  of  Mr.  Burke. 
In  1794,  he  was  appointed  Secretary  at  War,  with  a  seat  in  the  cabinet.  In  the 
same  year,  he  took  his  degree  of  LLD.  at  Oxford;  upon  which  occasion,  on  hi^ 
entering  tlie  theatre,  the  whole  assembly  rose,  and  greeted  him  with  loud  acclaouu 
tions.  When  Mr.  Pitt  resigned,  in  1801,  Mr.  Windham  retired  from  office;  but  on 
the  death  of  that  great  man,  in  1806,  he  again  took  it,  as  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  and>the  Colonies,  and  on  the  dismissal  of  the  Grenville  Administration,  re- 
turned  to  the  ranks  of  Opposition  which  he  never  afterwards  quitted.  His  death 
was  occasioned  by  the  following  circumstance.  About  midnight,  on  the  8th  of 
July  1809,  in  walking  home  from  an  evening  party,  he  observed  a  house  in  Con- 
duit Street  on  fire.  He  hastened  to  the  spot  to  render  his  assistance,  and  found 
that  the  House  in  flames  was  so  near  to  that  of  his  friend,  the  Honourable  Frederick 
North,  (afterwards  fifth  earl  of  Guildford,)  as  to  threaten  its  destruction.  Knowing 
that  his  friend  possessed  a  very  valuable  library,  Mr.  Windham  determined,  with  the 
assistance  of  persons  whom  he  selected'  from  the  crowd,  to  make  an  effort  for  the 
preservation  of  it.  After  four  hours'  labour  four-fifths  of  the  books  were  saved ;  nor 
did  he  quit  the  house  till  the  flames,  which  finally  consumed  it,  had  rendered  far- 
the?  exertions  highly  dangerous.  Unfortunately,  by  a  fall,  he  received  a  blow  on 
his  hip.  He  took  no  notice  of  the  accident,  until  an  indolent  tumour  had  been 
formed,  which  at  length  compelled  him  to  submit  to  a  most  painful  and  dangerous 
operation.  The  tumour  was  removed  with  success  on  the  17th  of  May,  1810;  but 
unfavourable  symptoms  soon  afterwards  appeared,  and  he  expired  on  the  4lh  of  the 
following  month.  A  Collection  of  his  Speeches  in  Parliament,  in  three  volumes, 
to  which  is  prefixed  a  Biographical  Sketch  of  his  Life,  was  published  in  1812  by 
bis  friend,  Thomas  Amyot,  Esq.  His  talents,  accomplishments,  and  virtues  have 
been  happily  summed  up,  by  describing  him  as  the  true  model  of  an  English  gen-, 
tleman;  and  it  has  been  well  observed,  that  if  this  country  had  been  required  to 
produce,  in  a  trial  of  strength  with  another  nation,  some  individual  who  was  at 
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yooDg,  but  full  of  virtues,  knowledge,  and  good  sense ;  and,  in  one 
word,  of  the  old  rock — of  which  so  few  gems  are  left  in  this 
wretched  country  I  His  ill-hekith  has  prevented  my  being  much  ac- 
quainted with  him,  which  I  regret;  but  I  well  know  his  worth,  and 
respect  him  exceedingly.  In  short,  this  is  not  a  common  letter  of 
recommendation,  but  one  that  I  shall  confirm  in  my  next  by  the  post. 
I  do  not  beg  attentions  for  him ;  thpse  you  have  even  for  the  least 
deserving,  from  your  own  good  nature:  but  I  intreat  and  advise  you 
to  get  acquainted  with  Mr.  Windham  as  fast  as  you  can ;  your 
frieDdship  will  soon  folloWy  and  then  he  can  want  nothing  in  my 
power  to  ask,-^unless  his  modesty  should  prevent  his  pressing  you 
for  letters  of  recommendation  to  other  pans  of  Italy,  and  therefore  I 
beg  them  for  him,  and  indeed  every  service  you  can  perform  for  him. 
My  unlimited  expressions  will  tell  you  how  confident  I  am  that  your 
gCKxloess  will  not  be  misplaced,  as  it  has  often  been  on  travelling 
boys  and  their  more  unlicked  governors.  Mr.  Windham  is  not  so 
young  as  to  want  to  be  formed,  nor  so  old  as  to  be  insensible  to  the 
merit  of  others ;  and,  therefore^  I  trust  you  will  both  be  mutually 
pleased  with  each  other.  I  envy  him  a  little  the  satisfaction  of  visit- 
ing you ;  and,  as  he  is  a  genuine  Englishman,  should  lament  his  being 
forced  to  leave  hw  own  country,  if  I  thought  its  honour  or  principles 
retrievable ;  and^if  I  was  not  sure,  by  what  I  feel  myself,  that  his 
health  would  be  but  more  prejudiced  by  his  remaining  spectator  of 
its  blindness  and  disgraces. 


LETTER  CCCXVL 

Strawberry  Hill,  Oct.  81, 1T79. 
Your  last  letter  was  so  full  of  encomiums  on  my  tragedy,  that, 
veteran  author  as  I  am,  it  made  me  blush.  But  I  recollected  your 
partiality,  and  then  I  acce||^ted  the  motive  with  pleasure,  though  I 
most  decline  the  exaggerations.  It  is  plain  that  I  am  sincerely  modest 
about  it^  for  I  not  only  never  thought  of  its  appearing  on  the  stage, 
bat  have  not  published  it.  It  has  indeed  received  greater  honour 
than  any  of  its  superiors;  for  Lady  Di.  Beauclerc  has  drawn  seven 
scenes  of  it,  that  would  be  fully  worthy  of  the  best  of  Shakspeare's 
plays — such  drawings,  that  Saivator  Rosa  and  Guido  could  not  sur- 
pass their  expression  and  beauty.  I  have  built  a  closet  on  purpose 
for  them  here  at  Strawberry  Hill.  It  is  called  the  Beauclerc  Closet ; 
aad  whoever  sees  the  drawings  allows  that  no  description  comes  up 
to  their  merit — and  then,  they  do  not  shock  and  disgust,  like  their 
original,  the  tragedy.* 

<nce  emiaent  for  learning,  taste,  eloquence,  wit,  con  rage,  and  personal  accomplish- 
atenti,  the  choice  most  have  fallen  upon  Mr.  Windham.— Ed. 

*  The  following  is  Walpolo's  accoant  of  these  drawings  in  his  Description  of 
wawberry  Hill:—"  The  beaaty  and  grace  of  the  figures  and  of  the  children  are 
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I  am  heartily  fflad  you  have  had  your  nephew ;  I  speak  in  the  past 
tense,  for  he  will  certainly  be  set  out  on  his  return  before  this  can 
reac|i  Florence.  It  was  uncommon  merit  to  take  so  long  a  journey 
for  a  moment.  I  have  sent  you  one  to  replace  him,  not  to  compen- 
sate ;  for  a  stranger  cannot  rival  or  equal  your  nephew :  but  one 
who,  as  soon  as  you  are  acquainted  with  him,  will  be  a  great  com- 
fort to  you,  from  his  virtues,  sense,  aqd  manners.  It  is  a  young  Mr. 
Windham,  a  gentleman  of  Norfolk,  of  a  yer^  considerable  estate, 
who  is  in  a  bad  state  of  health,  and  travels  for  it.  I  am  not  so  much 
acquainted  with  him  as  with  his  character,  which  is  excellent;  and 
then  he  is  a  Whig  of  the  stamp  that  was  current  in  our  country  in 
my  father's  time.  I  do  not  always  send  you  a  tally  to  the  letters  of 
recommendation  I  am  sometimes  forced  to  give ;  but  that  which  he 
carries  to  you,  I  confirm  by  this  in  all  points.  I  advise  you  to  be  in- 
timate with  him ;  I  will  warrant  the  safety  of  his  connexion,  and  I  beg 
you  to  assist  him  with  recommendations  wherever  you  can.  He  is 
a  particular  friend  of  my .  great-nephew,*  Lord  Cholmondeley's 
cousin;  but  one  I  should  have  liked  for  my  own  friend,  if  the  dispa- 
rity of  our  ages  would  have  allowed  it :  or  if  it  were  a  time  for  me  to 
make  friends,  when  I  could  only  leave  them  behind  me. 

Well;  but  you  had  rather  I. had  b6en  talking  politics,  or  telling  yoa 
news.  The  scene  is  not  mended,  for  another  is  opened.  Ireland, 
taking  advantage  of  the  moment,  and  of  forty  thousand  volunteers 
that  they  have  in  arms  and  regimented,  has  desired — that  is,  de- 
manded—^ec  trade.  If  we  are  not  cured  of  our  American  visions 
at  last,  I.  hope  we  have  learnt  wisdom  enough  to  perceive  that  prero- 
gative is  the  weakest  of  all  chimeras  when  opposed  hy  free  men  m 
arms ;  it  has  cost  us  the  diadem  of  the  Colonies,  as  it  did  James  II. 
those  of  three  kingdoms;  and  therefore  I  trust-we  shall  have  more 
sense  in  Ireland.  We  still  kick  at  the  independence  of  America, 
though  we  might  as  well  pursue  our  title  to  the  crown  of  France. 

Our  fleet  is  at  sea,  ana  a  mqst  noble  one.  They  still  talk  of  the 
reappearance  of  the  combined  fleets  from  Brest.  It  is  probable  that 
the  winds  of  November  will  be  the  most  considerable  victors;  for  the 
season  has  been  so  very  serene  in  general,  that  I  think  the  equinoc- 

inimitable ;  nhe  expression  of  the  passions  most  masterly,  particularly  in  the  devo- 
tion of  the  Countess  with  the  Porter,  of  Benedict  in  the  scene  with  Martin,  and  the 
tenderness,  despair,  and  resolution  of  the  Countess  in  the  last  scene;  in  which  is  a 
new  stroke  of  double  passion  in  Edmund,  whose  right  hand  is  clenched  and  ready 
to  strike  with  anger,  the  Jefl  relenta  In  the  scene  of  the  children,  some  are  evi- 
dently vulgar ;  the  others  children  of  rank;  and  the  first  child,  that  pretends  to 
look  down  and  does  leer  upwards,  is  charming.  Only  two  scenes  are  represented 
in  all  the  seven,  and  yet  ali  are  varied ;  and  the  ground  In  the  first  by  a  very  on- 
common  effect,  evidently  descends  and  rises  again.  These  sublime  drawings,  the 
first  histories  Lady  Du  ever  attempted  were  all  conceived  and  executed  in  a  fort- 
night."—Ed. 

'^  George,  son  of  Robert  Cholmondeley,  second  son  of  George  Earl  of  Cholmonde- 
ley,  by  Elizabeth  Woffington,  sister  of  the  distinguished  actress  of  that  name:  who 
lefl  the  whole  of  her  fortune,  acquired  by  her  Ulents,  to  her  nephew,  the  person 
here  mentioned,— En. 
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fial  tempests,  like  the  squadrons,  have  passed  the  autumn  in  harbour, 
and  that  they  will  all  come  forth  together. 

Lord  Stormont  has  got  the  late  Lord  Suffolk's  seals  of  Secretary. 
There  were  to  have  been  other  arrangements,  but  they  are  suspended ; 
and  it  is  said  this  new  preferment  is  more  likely  to  produce  resigna- 
tions than  settlement:  out  I  only  tell  you  common  report;  which  is 
not  at  all  favourable  to  Lord  Stormont's  promotion.  He  has  a  fair 
character,  and  is  a  friend  of  General  Conway ;  but  he  is  a  Scot,  and 
Lord  Mansfield^s  nephew,  which  the  people  mind  much  more  than 
bis  character:  the  otner  advantage  they  will  certainly  pay  no  regard 
to  at  all.  It  is  great  pity  unpopular  things  are  done  at  such  a  mo- 
ment ! 

Well !  I  trust  I  shall  see  Greneral  Conway  within  a  week ;  I  go  to 
town  to-morrow  expecting  him.  He  has  acted  in  his  diminutive  islet 
with  as  nuicb  virtue  and  popularity  as  Cicero  in  his  large  Sicily,  and 
with  much  more  ability  as  a  soldjer,  and  a  commander — I  am  hear- 
tily glad  he  was  disappointed  of  showing  how  infinitely  more  he  is  a 
bero..— The  conclusion  of  my  letter  on  Tuesday  from  London. 

Nov.  1,  Berkeley  Square. 
My  letter  is  concluded,  for  I  have  nothing  to  add,  but  that  the 
town  says  Lord  Gower,  President  of  the  Council,  will  resign.     Mind, 
I  do  not  warrant  this,  nor  any  thing  that  is  not  actually  past. 


LETTER  CCCXVn. 

Berkeley  Square,  Nov.  12, 1779. 

I  WENT  this  morning  to  ZofTadi's,  to  see  his  picture  or  portrait  of 
the  Tribune  at  Florence;*  and  though  my  letter  will  not  put  on  its 
boots  these  three  days,  I  must  write  while  the  subject  is  fresh  in  my 
head.  The  first *thing  I  looked  for,  was  you — and  I  could  not  find 
you.  At  last  I  said,  "  Pray,  who  is  that  Knight  of  the  Bath  ?" — 
•*  Sir  Horace  Mann."—**  Impossible !"  said  L  My  dear  sir,  how 
you  have  left  me  in  the  lurch! — you  are  grown  fat,  jolly,  young ; 
while  I  am  become  the  skeleton  of  Methusalem  ! 

The  idea  I  always  thought  an  absurd  one.  It  is  rendered  more  so 
by  being  crowded  with  a  flock  of  travelling  boys,  and  one  does  not 
know  nor  care  whom.  You  and  Sir  John  Dick,  as  Envoy  and  Con* 
sul,  are  v.ery  proper.  The  Grand-Ducal  family  would  have  been  so 
too.  Most  of  the  rest  are  as  impertinent  as  the  names  of  church- 
wardens stuck  up  in  parishes  whenever  a  country-church  is  repaired 
and  white- washed. 

*  Zofiani  having  expreased  a  desire  of  vi8itin|f  Italy,  George  III.  ia  said  to  havd 
kindly  interested  himself  ao  far  aa  to  give  directions  for  his  being  recommended  to 
the  Grand-Duke  of  Tuacanv.  Whilst  he  waa  at  Florence  he  painted  hia  celebrated 
picture  of  the  Florence  gallery,  here  spoken  of  by  Walpole.— £o. 

11* 
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The  execution  is  rood ;  most  of  the  styles  of  painters  happily  imi- 
tated ;  the  labour  and  finishing  infinite ;  and  no  confusion,  diou^h  suck 
a  multiplicity  of  obieots  and  colours.  The  Titian's  Venus,  as  the 
principal  object,  Is  tne  worst  finished ;  the  absence*  of  the  Venus  of 
Medici  is  surprising;  but  the  matest  fault  is  in  the  statues «  Tq  dis- 
tio^ish  diem,  he  has  made  them  all  of  a  colour,  not  imitatiDp  the 
difierent  hues  of  their  marbles ;  and  thus  they  alt  look  alike,  like  casts 
in  plaster  of  Paris  ;  however,  it  is  a  great  and  curious  work— ^oagh 
Zoffani  might  have  been  better  employed^  His  talent  is  representioij; 
natural  humour  :  I  look  upon  him  as  a  Dutch  painter  polished  or  civil- 
ised. He  finishes  as  highly,  renders  nature,  as  justly,  and  does  not 
degrade  it,  as  the  Flemish  school  did,  who  thought  a  man  vomiting,  a 
good  joke  ;  and  would  not  have  gruc^d  a  week  om  finishing  a  belch, 
if  mere  labour  and  patience  could  have  compassed  it. 

Mr,  Windham,  who  I  thought  half-way  to  Florence,  did  not  set  out 
till  last  Monday.  Of  martial  and  political  news  I  can  tell  you  nothing 
new  and  positive..  It  does  not  appear  that  the  combined  fleets  hate 
come  fortn  again.  The  mortality,  I  believe,  has  been  great  SHfnonflrst 
them,  and  disagreement.  The  Spanish  Admiral  would  not  cede  the 
post  to  Du  Chafiaut.t  DarandaJ  and  Monsieur  de  Sartine^  were 
forced  to  goto  Brest  to  obtain  precedence  for  the  latter.  These  two 
Civil  Ministers  have  been  principal  incendiaries  of  the  war^  The 
present  rumour  is,  that  D^Estaing  nas  taken  Long  Island^  and  blocked 
up  Admiral  Arbuthnot  5 — but  the  account  comes  from  France. 

The  Irish  seem  more  temperate ;  and,  if  we  are  so,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  harmony  will  be  restored., 

There  have  been  no  more  resignations  or  prooaotions^  Some 
changes  are  expected— but  you  will  have  no  ^*  Anticipation" ||  from  my 
shop  '^  I  deal  only  in  past  wares — and  even  those  one  cannot  always 
procure  genuine.  The  Parliament  is  at  hand,  and  may  be  a  busy 
scene.  I  have  had  the  sense  to  make  it  a  season  of  repose  to  myself. 
It  is  the  summer  that  in  time  of  war  is  the  high-^ide  of  anxiety  tq  me : 
then  I  am  trembling  for  my  friends.  • 

Well  1  but  are  you  really  so  portly  a  personage  as  Zoffani  has  re- 
presented you  ?  I  envy  you.  Every  body  can  grow  younger  and 
plump,  but  I.  My  brother  is  as  sleek  as  an  infant,  and,  though  se- 
venty-three,  is  still  quite  beautiful.  He  has  a  charming  colour,  and 
not  a  wrinkle.  I  told  him,  when  Lord  Orford  was  in  danger,  that  he 
Plight  think  what  he  would^^  but  I  would  carry  him  into  me  court  of 

*  This  was  so  overBight ;  the  Venus  it  in  ihe  picture. 

t  Immediately  on  his  return  with  his  fi^et  to  Brest  harbour,  VicCiAdmiral  Count 
D'Orvilliers  sent  in  his  resignation,  which  was  accepted.  **  II  est  extr£mement  re* 
greuft,'*  writes  Dfadamc  du  Defland  to  Walpole  on  the  2Qd  of  October,  *"  de  toute  la 
marine:  c'est  M^du  ChafTaut  qui  le  remplace.** — Eo. 

I  The  Spanish  Ambassador  at  Paris. 

t  French  Ministej^of  the  Marine. 
I  In  the  preceding  year,  Tickell's  parapiilet  by  that  title,  giving  drafts  of 
speeches  that  would  probably  be  nuidein  the  Parliament,  and  burlesqaiug  most  of  the 
9peakere,  was  published  just  before  the  meetings 
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Chancery,  and  put  it  to  the  conMeooes  of  the  judges,  whkh  of  us  two 
was  the  elder  by  eleven  years  I 

16tb. 

Yes,  it  is  the  lOth,  and  not  a  sylUUe  i>f  news  more.  Jllkz  vow 
en,ma  kttr^;  Sir  Horace  expects  you, 

P.S,  I  do  allow  Earl  Cowper  a  place  in  the  Tribune  :  an  English 
earl  who  has  never  seen  his  earldom,  and  takes  root  and  bears  fruit  at 
Florence,  and  is  proud  of  a  pinchbeck  principality  in  a  third  country, 
ifl  as  great  a  curiosi^  as  any  in  the  Tuscan  collection.* 

Second  P.S.  I  had  just  folded  my  letter,  but  not  sealed  it : — a  knock 
at  the  door.  Who  do  you  think  it  was  ? — ^your  nephew  !  Oh  !  how 
^ad !  Why  you  have  fk>wn  on  the  wings  of  the  winds  I — So  he  had 
—in  such  a  storm  on  Saturday  night,  that  I  believed  it  tossed  him  over 
the  houses,  and  set  him  down  in  Berkeley  Square.  He  looks  as  well 
at  possible.  T  read  my  letter  to  him,  and  he  swears  your  portrait  is 
as  like  you  as  two  peas  I     Well !  then  I  have  no  idea  of  you  I 

After  exhausting  Florence  and  England,  I  questioned  him  about 
Vesuvius  :  he  repeated  Sir  William  HamiIton*s  account  of  it  to  you, 
and  I  long  to  see  it.  I  had  not  heard  of  the  insurrection  and  phrensy 
of  the  people^t  You  would  oblige  me  much  if  you  would  let  it  be 
transcribed,  and  send  me  a  copy  of  his  letter.  As  your  nephew  said 
JQstly,  it  was  such  a  wonderful  picture  of  nature  and  human  nature  in 
codvulsion  ! 

Adieu  1 1  have  not  time  to  say  more. 


LETTER  CCCXYIIL 

Berkeley  Sqaare,  Nov.  28, 1779. 
I  DID  not  forget  you  on  the  Parliaqient  meeting,  though  you  have 
oot  received  proof  of  my  recollection.  Being  ill  in  bed,  and  not  able 
to  write  myself,  I  dictated  a  line  to  your  nephew,  to  beg  that,  if  any 
thiog  very  particular  should  happen  on  Thursday,  the  first  day  of  the 
lession,  he  would  write  to  you  the  next  day,  which  would  have  been 
I  mj  post-night.  Your  nephew  was  not  in  town,  nor  was  expected  till 
May ;  and>  having  the  gout  in  both  feet  and  knees,  I  continued  in  too 

*  The  Earl  married  at  Florence  in  1775,  and  died  in  1789.  His  three  children 
*ere  all  born  at  PIorence,-^ED. 

t  **  AH  public  diversions,"  says  Sir  William,  **  ceased  in  an  inetant ;  and,  the 
theitres  being  shut,  the  doors  of  the  churches  were  thrown  open.  Numerous  pro- 
cesnons  were  formed  in  the  streets,  and  women  and  children  with  dishevelled  heads 
filled  the  air  with  their  cries,  insisting  loudly  upon  the  relicts  of  St.  Januarius  being 
iniiDediately  opposed  to  the  fbry  of  the  nnountain :  in  short,  the  populace  began  to 
^i^tay  its  usual  extra vagaiKt  mixture  of  riot  and  bigotry ;  and,  if  some  speedy  and 
veil-timed  precautions  had  not  been  taken,  Naples  would,  perhaps,  have  been  in 
■ore  danger  of  ssflbring  fiom  the  irregularities  of  the  lower  classes  of  inhabitants 
tban  from  the  angry  vdeano.**— Eik 
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much  pain  to  write  myself^  or  even  to  dictate  :  besides  that,  in  that  si* 
tuation,  I  had  learnt  few  or  no  circumstances  of  the  debate,  except  that 
little  or  no  fluctuation  had  happened  in  the  quintessence  of  debates- 
numbers  on  the  division.*  I  remember  a  man  of  humour  proposing 
that,  for  the  convenience  of  the  greater  part,  the  division  snould  al- 
ways precede  the  debate ;  that,  only  thej  who  liked  to  talk  should 
stay  and  make  their  Speeches,  which  he  supposed  never  determined  or 
altered  the  several  votes :  no  compliment  to  oratory,  and  still  less  a 
panegyric  on  corruption  and  prejudice  ! 

In  fact,  a  very  considerable  defalcation  from  the  standing  majority 
had  been  expected.  The  inglorious  and  unprosperous  events  of  the 
summer;  the  general  discontent  and  dissatisfaction  that  are  arisen; 
but,  above  all,  the  crack  that  has  happened  in  the  Administration  itself 
by  the  resignations  of  Lord  Gower  and  Lord  Weymouth,t  which  at 
least  implied  apprehension  in  them  that  the  edifice  was.falling,  and 
which,  being  timed  at  the  very  eve  of  Parliament,  were  certainly  not 
intended  to  prop  it :  and  it  having  been  as  artfully  divulged,  that  ea- 
deavours  had  been  made  to  terrify  Lord  North  from  his  post,  by  as- 
suring hiip  he  could  not  maintain  it :  such  a  concurrence  of  untoward 
circumstances  naturally  suggested  a  vision  of  much  diminution  of  the 
majority ;  and  such  a  vision  naturally  is  apt  to  realise  it,  by  the  caution 
of  such  prudent  senators  as  love  to  proceed- on  sure  ground,  and  absent 
themselves  till  the  prospect  is  more  clear. 

Lord  North,  however,  had  courage  to  stand  the  issue  of  a  batde ; 
his  troops  wero  better  disciplined  than  had  been  expected,  and  the 
Lords  Gower  and  Weymouth  found  that  no  body  had  been  frightened 
but  themselves.  What  the  latter  feared,  no  mortal  can  g^ess ;  for  he 
is  actually  run  away  to  Longleate,  and  no  persuasion  could  retain  him. 
The  deserted  would  not  impeach  him  for  what  they  had  co-operated 
in ;  and,  if  beaten,  the  victorious  would  have  spared  him  for  the  merit 
of  having  opened  a  gate  to  their  success. — But  enough  of  such  a  re- 
creant ! 

The  other  deserter  has  not  yet  gone  over  to  the  enemy.  He  will 
wait,  no  doubt,  till  some  new  fact  leads  him  to  thinking  it  much  more 
heinous  than  all  that  is  past.  In  the  mean  time,  to  console  themselves 
for  the  little  mischief  their  flight  has  occasioned,  their  small  squadron 
of  friends  affect  to  impute  the  bulk  of  the  majority,  on  Thursday  last, 
to  the  intemperance  of  the  Amendment  proposed  by  the  Opposition  to 
the  Address.  The  vacancies  are  supplied  by  Ix)rd  Bathurst  as  Presi- 
dent, and  by  Lord  Hillsborough  as  Secretary  of  State.  You  must  not 
expect,  however,  that  the  storm  is  quite  dispersed.  Disappointment  is 
no  composer  to  some  minds. 

*  Afler  a  lonff  debate,  an  Amendment  to  the  Address  of  Thanks,  which  was  pro* 
posed  by  Lord  ^hn  CsFendiab,  was  rejected  by  a  majority  of  23^3  to  134. — Ed. 

t  A  few  days  before  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  Earl  Gower  resigned  his  post  of 
President  of  the  Council,  and  was  succeeded  by  Eari  Bathurst ;  Lord  Weymootb 
also  resigned  his  situation  of  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Southern  Department,  ass 
was  succeeded  by  the  Earl  of  Hillsborough.— £d. 


TO  SIR  HORACE  MANN.  129 

Fortane  has  shown  us  some  partialitj.  D'Estaing's  fleet  of  twenty- 
tiro  ships  has  been  dispersed^  and  probably  suffered  considerably,  bj  a 
terrible  tempest  that  lasted  for  three  days  off  Carolina.  Thus,  the 
West  Indies  are  likely  to  be  saved.  The  dan^r  is,  that  this  favoura- 
ble event  may  re-invigorate  our  impracticable  pnren^y  of  reconquering 
America ;  the  most  certain  way  of  our  not  recovering  it.  Ireland  is  in 
great  danger,  if  we  apply  our  American  ideas  to  it ;  but,  alas  !  expe- 
rience and  misfortune  nave  not  yet  operated  as  medicines  ! 

That  old  meteor,  Wilkes,  has  again  risen  above  the  horizon,  when 
he  had  long  seemed  virtually  extinct.  The  citizens,  revolted  from  the 
Court  on  the  late  disgraces,  have  voted  him  into  the  post  of  Chamber^ 
IsuD  of  London ;  a  place  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds  a-year.*  How 
Massaniello  and  Rienzi  a^d  Jack  Cade  would  stare  at  seeing  him  sit 
down  as  comfortably  as  an  alderman  of  London  I — If  he  shoiud  die  of 
a  sorfeit  of  custard  at  last  I 

I  had  forgotten  myidf;  but  you  see  I  am  much  better  to-day»  My 
nins  are  gone  off,  and  I  rose  to-day  at  noon,  after  keeping  my  bed 
mree  days.  Sufferins^  have  taught  me  to  estimate  their  absence  at 
the  rate  of  health  ana  happiness. 

Thank  you  for  the  poem  of  Mrs.  Montagu  on  Shakspeare,  which 
joQT  nephew  brought  me.  I  do  not  admire  tne  poetry,  though  in  Ita- 
iiao,  which  methinks  it  is  difficult  to  prevent  from  sounding  poetical ; 
bot  I  like  much  the  author's  just  attack  on  Voltaire  for  having  pillaged 
Shakspeare,  at  whom  he  died  railing. 

29th. 
If  one  meteor  is  re-illuminated,  another  is  extinct  Lord  Lytteltonf 
ii  dead  suddenly.  Suddmfy  in  this  country  is  always  at  first  construed 
to  mean,  by  a  pUioL  But  it  is  not  known  yet  whether  Mbrs  or  Venus 
rapplied  the  amunition ;  and  I  may  not  be  very  accurate  in  dates,  though 
they  lie  within  the  compass  of  three  days.  He  had  on  Thursday  made 
a  Tiolent  speech  against  the  Administration,  under  which  he  held  fhe 
post  of  Chief  Justice  in  Eyre ;  but  this  was  not  new  :  he  was  apt  to  go 
point-blank  into  all  extremes  without  any  parenthesis  or  decency,  nor 
ever  boggled  at  contradicting  his  own  words.  The  story  given  out  is, 
that  he  looked  ill,  and  had  said  he  should  not  live  three  days ;  that^ 
however,  he  had  gone  to  his  house  at  Epsom  that  nigh^  or  next  day, 
with  a  caravan  of  nymphs  ;  and  on  Saturday  night  had  retired  before 
sapper  to  take  rhubarb,  returned,  supped  heartily,  went  into  the  next 
loom  again,  and  died  in  an  instant.  J    1  should  have  said  more  perhaps 

*  Wilkes  had  recently  been  elected  Chamberlain  of  the  City  of  London,  by  a 
mjority  of  2330  to  370.  He  held  the  lucrative  situation  till  bis  death,  in  1797.— 
Bd. 

t  Thomas,  second  Lord  Lytteltoo.  See  anti,  p.  101.  His  lordship  had  not  com- 
pteeed  hk  thirty-sixth  year. — Ed. 

t  This  is  very  probably  the  real  story :  another,  however,  of  his,  predicting;  the 
Nod  of  his  death  within  a  few  minutes,  upon  the  information  of  an  apparition,  has 
^D  frequently  quoted  as  the  true  one.  It  will  be  found  in  Nash's  History  of 
^oicesterdiire ;  and  Boswell  states,  that  Dr.  Johnson  said  he  considered  it  the  most 
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on  Lord  Lytteiton*  but  was  interrupted^  and  told  a  fresh  event,  that 
will  stifle  the  other.  Charles  Fox  has  been  slightly  wounded  in  the 
side  this  morning  in  a  duel.  Adam,  a  Scot,  and  nephew  of  the  ar- 
chitects, a  man  of  a  very  suspicious  character,  has  for  two  or  three 
years  distinguished  himself  by  absurd  speeches, — often,  though  a 
Scot,  pointed  against  Lord  North :  but  (Ai  Thursday  last  he  uttered  a 
most  ridiculous  one,  in  which  be  said,  that,  though  he  had  left  the 
House  last  year  prepossessed  against  Administration^  yet  he  had  been 
converted  to  them  by  reading  the  examinations  of  the  Generals; 
who,  he  perceived,  fiad  been  more  to  blame  than  the  Ministers. 
This  rhapsody  Fox  had  ridiculed  in  the  highest  degree  with  infinite 
wit  and  argument.  Adam  felt  the  sarcasm  to  the  quick,  and  after 
the  debate  asked  an  explanation.  Fox  told  him  he  had  meant  no 
personal  invective,  ttnd  they  parted.  At  three  this  morning  Adam 
sent  an  officer  to  Fox,  to  say  he  had  read  a  very  injurious  detail  of 
the  affair  in  the  newspapers,  and  desired  Fox  to  contradict  it  He 
wrote  an  answer,  saying  he  was  not  answerable  for  newspapers  i  bat 
assured  him,  under  his  hand,  that  he  had  meant  nothing  injurious,  and 
Adam  might  show  that  reply.  Not  content,  Adam  returned,  that  his 
friends  were  not  satisfied,  and  that  Mr.  Fox  must  print  the  letter. 
"  That  is  too  much,"  said  Fox ;  and  at  eight  this  morning  they  went 
into  Hyde  Park.  Adam  fired  first,  and  the  ball  grazed  Fox's  side 
slightly;  but  he  fired,  and  then  said,  "  Mr.  Adam,  are  you  satisfied!" 
You  will  feel  horror  at  the  reply.  « No,"  said  Adam,  "  you  must 
print  your  letter."  Still,  no,  said.  Fox.  Adam  fired  again  and 
missed ;  and  then  Fox  fired  in  the  air,  and  it  ended.* 

extraordinary  iking  that  had  happened  in  his  day,  and  that  he  had  heard  it  with  his 
own  ears  from  Lord  Westcote.  Wrexairs  version  of  it,  in  liis  Historical  MemoirVi 
is,  that  the  dying  lord  beard  a  noise  at  his  chamber  window  resembling  the  flutter- 
ing of  a  dove  or  pigeon,  and  saw  a  G^male  figure,  which,  approaching  the  foot  of  the 
bed,  announced  to  him  that  he  would  die  in  three  davs  from  tliat  time.  Sir  Nathan- 
iel adds,  that  in  1783  he  paid  a  visit  to  the  identical  bed-chamber,  where  the  ctf^ 
ment  at  which  the  dove  appeared  to  flutter  was  shown  him ;  and,  farther,  that  he 
bad' frequently  seen  a  painting  executed  by  the  Dowager  Lady  Lyttelton,  exprefldy 
to  commemorate  the  event.  In  reference  to  these  stories.  Sir  Walter  Scott  mjB, 
in  his  Demonology,  "  but  of  late  it  has  been  said  and  published,  that  the  unibrtunate 
nobleman  had  previously  determined  to  take  poison,  and  of  course  had  it  in  hisowa 
power  to  ascertain  the  execution  of  the  prediction  :  it  was  no  doubt  singular,  that  a 
man  who  meditated  his  exit  from  the  world  should  have  chosen  to  play  such  a  trick 
on  his  friends;  but  it  is  still  more  credible  that  a  whimsical  man  should  do  so  wild 
a  thing,  than  that  a  messenger  should  be  sent  from  the  dead  to  tell  a  libertine  u 
whatprecise  time  he  should  expire.'* — E2d. 

*  This  is  not  correct.  The  following  is  the  statement  of  the  two  seconds,  Gene* 
ral  Fitzpatrick  and  Major  Hnmberston : — "  Mr.  Adam  fired,  and  wounded  Mr.  F(M^ 
which  we  believe  was  not  at  all  perceived  by  Mr.  Adam,  and  it  was  not  diBtioi^ 
seen  by  either  of  ourselves.  Mr.  Fox  fired  without  effect;  we  then  interfbred,  aw* 
ing  Mr.  Adam  if  he  was  satisfied.  Mr.  Adam  replied,  *  Will  Mr.  Fox  declare  be 
meant  no  personal  attack  upon  my  character  V  Upon  which  Mr.  Fox  said,  this  wtf 
no  place  for  apologies,  anQ  desired  him  to  goon.  Mr.  Adam  fired  his  second  piftw 
without  eflfbct ;  Mr.  Fox  fired  his  remaining  pistol  in  the  air ;  and  then  Baying*  >Btoe 
aflUr  was  ended,  be  bad  do  difficulty  in  declaring  that  be  meant  no  more  peraooal  9h 
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P.S. 


As  my  letter  was  sealing,  to  which  roy  paper  would  not  let 
me  make  any  conclusion,  I  received  yours  on  the  13th ;  to  which, 
being  just  got  into  bed,  I  cannot  reply  now.  AH  I  will  say  is,  that 
great  part  of  your  news  is  true ;  many  of  the  Spanish  vessels  are  re* 
turned  home;  D'Estaing's  fleet  is  dispersed ;  I  know  nothing  of  Mar- 
tioico  and  their  Domingo-men. — Your  nephew  was  with  me  this 
morning :  I  rejoice  in  what  you  tell  me  of  his  views. 


LETTER  CCCXIX. 

Berkeley  Square,  Dec.  20, 1779. 

SiNcs  mine  of  the  30th  of  last  month,  I  have  not  been  able  to  writ^ 
aline  myself;  nor  can  yet:  the  gout  took  and  keeps  possession  of  my 
right  band,  and  returned  last  week  into  the  foot,  knee,  and  wrist  of 
the  same  side.  I  think  it  is  again  departing ;  but  like  war,  it  makes 
many  skirmishes  af\er  one  thinks  the  campaign  is  over.  Your  ne^ 
phew,  I  hope  and  believe  has  written  more  than  once  in  the  interval : 
and,  I  suppose,  given  you  a  sketch  of  Parliamentary  transactions, 
which,  though  warm  enough,  have  produced  ho  material  event  or  al- 
teration. The  most  important  object  of  all  even  now  in  question  has 
not  received  the  least  rub ;  and,  which  is  better  stilK  promises  all  ap- 
pearance of  being  crowned  with  success.  Great  concessions  to  Ireland 
have  beofi  adopted,  are  sailing  through  both  Houses  with  favourable 
gales,  have  been  notified  to  Ireland,  and  have  pleased  there,  and  we 
trast  will  restore  harmony  between  these  islands.  We  have  the 
sense  to  trespass  on  the  formalities  of  Christmas,  and  for  once  prefer 
wisdom  to  going  out  of  town  the  moment  it  is  fashionable.^ 

The  holidays,  however,  are  not  without  subjects  of  rejoicing;  we 
have  taken  from  Spain  a  sturdy  fort  on  the  Musquito  shore,  two  rich 
register  ships,  and  prejudiced  them  still  more  by  bringing  off  the  pro- 
vision of  quicksilver  for  their  mines,  which  the  captors  nobly  refused 
to  restore  for  the  large  offer  of  three  hundred  thousand  pounds.  The 
generous  tars,  too,  have  admitted  their  companions  the  landmen  into 


boat  to  Mr.  Adam  than  he  did  to  either  of  the  other  gentlemen  present, 
replied, '  Sir,  you  have  behaved  like  a  man  of  honour.     Mr.  Fox  then  me 


Mr.  Adam 
I  mentioned  that 
he  believed  himself  wounded ;  and,  upon  opening  his  waistcoat,  it  was  found  it  wss  bo, 
bot,  to  all  appearance,  slightly." — Ed. 

*  Oo  the  1st  of  December  Lord  North  had  brought  in  his  Propositions  for  the  re* 
lief  of  the  trade  of  Ireland.  In  speaking  of  the  Minister's  speech  upon  this  occasion, 
fiirJy,  in  his  Memoirs  of  Lord  Charlemont,  says,  "  It  is  due  to  the  memory  of  that 
most  amiable  man  to  state,  that  his  speech  on  moving  the  commercial  resolutions 
WIS  able,  liberal,  and  conciliatory.  It  contains  the  amplest  information  on  the  sub- 
ject The  resolutions  which  re-opened  the  woollen  trade  to  Ireland,  and  gave  us 
a  freedom  of  commerce  with  the  British  colonies,  on  certain  stipulations,  werere- 
eeived  in  this  country  with  joy  and  gratitude.  Dublin  was  illuminated,  and  uni- 
fetsal  satisfaction  prevailed."— En. 
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a  participation  of  the  booty.  One  sailor  shines  brighter  than  all  their 
constellation :  one  of  the  first  to  mount  the  scaling-ladder,  he  jumped 
on  the  platrorm  with  a  sabre  in  each  hand;  but,  finding  there  a  Span- 
iard swordless,  the  Briton,  with  the  air  of  a  Paladin,  tossed  odo  of 
his  weapons  to  him,  and  said,  "  Now  we  are  on  equal  terms !" 

Having  no  more  public  events  to  tell  you,  I  am  sorry  I  must  leap 
to  a  private  story,  in  which  there  is  far  from  being  either  bravery  or 
gallantry,  but  which  is  savage  enough  to  have  been  transmitted  from 
the  barbarians  on  the  Musquito  shores  whether  Indian  or  Spanish; 
for  the  latter,  who  had  previously  taken  a  fort  from  usj  had  acted  a 
little  in  the  style  of  their  original  exploits  in  America.  Well !  but  my 
story  comes  only  'cross  the  Irish  Channel.  Lord  C,  a  recent  peer 
of  that  kingdom  and  married  to  a  great  heiress  there,  a  very  amiable 
woman,  had,  however,  a  more  favourite  mistress.  The  nymph,  like 
my  lord,  was  no  mirror  of  constancy,  but  preferred  a  younger,  hand- 
somer swain.  The  peer,  frantjc  with  jealousy,  discovered  an  assig- 
nation, and,  hiring  four  bravoes,  broke  in  upon  the  lovers ;  when  pre- 
senting a  pistol  to  the  head  of  bis  rival,  he  bade  him  make  instant 
option  of  being  shot,  or  reduced  to  the  inability  of  giving  any  man 
jealousy.  The  poor  young  man  was  so  ungallant  as  to  prefer  a 
chance  for  life  on  any  terms.  The  brutal  lord  ordered  his  four  ruf- 
fians to  seize  the  criminal,  and  with  his  own  hand  performed  the  bloody 
operation.  The  victim  died  the  next  day,  the  murderer  escaped,  but 
one  of  his  accomplices  is  taken. 

Dec.  2lBt. 
We  seem  to  have  made  a  little  eruption  back  into  the  year  1759, 
for  victories  have  arrived,  for  two  days  together.  D'Estaing  is  de- 
feated, and  wounded  in  two  places,  at  the  siege  of  the  Savannah  in 
Georgia,  and  has  lost  fifteen  hundred  men;  so  says  the  Extraordinary 
Gazette:  but  I  must  own  there  seems  to  be  a  great  hiatus  in  the  au- 
thority ;  for  it  comes  from  nobody  concerned  in  the  action,  not  even 
to  those  that  sent  it  to  us.  Indeed  there  is  nothing  contradictory 
that  we  have  not  believed  about  D'Estaing  within  these  forty-eight 
hours:  he  himself,  with  four  other  ships  and  sixteen  transports  was 
sworn  to  be  at  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  by  one  that  saw  them  there,  or 
might  have  seen  them  there,  as  he  was  close  by  when  they  set  out. 
Then  he  was  landed  in  France ;  and  then  he  was  repulsed  in  Geor- 
gia ;  and  then  his  whole  fleet  revives,  and  re-assembles,  and  blocks 
up  the  port  of  the  Savannah :  and  now  he  himself  is  indubitably  at 
Paris,  as  letters  thence  last  night  positively  affirm.*    However^  the 

*  Count  D*£Btaing  totally  abandoned  the  coast  of  America  early  in  November, 
and  proceeded  with  the  greater  part  of  his  fleet  directly  to  France ;  the  rest  having 
returned  to  the  West  Indies.  Such  was  the  issue  of  his  American  campaign.  The 
Count's  character  is  thus  drawn  by  Mr. Cooper,  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  Franklin:— "I 
have  the  greatest  respect  for  him.  His  great  talents  as  ,a  commander ;  his  intre- 
pidity, vigihmce,  secresy,  assiduity,  quick  decision,  prudence,  and  unabated  affection 
to  the  commoD  cause,  united  with  a  surprising  command  of  himself  in  delicate  cir- 
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Pftrk  and  Tower  guns  firmly  believe  the  Gazette's  account,  and 
bozza*d  yesterday  morning.  I  hope  they  were  in  the  right,  except- 
ingon  the  entire  existence  of  D'Estaing's  squadron. 

Well !  you  may  hold  up  your  head  a  little  mV  h  vis  de  Monneur  de 
Barhantan.  If  new  triumphs  do  not  pour  in  too  fast,  I  hope  to  be  able 
to  write  the  next  myself.  At  present  I  am  party  per  pale,  gout  and 
health ;  but  unluckily  the  former  is  on  the  dexter  side,  and  makes  it 
void. 


LETTER  CCCXX. 

Berkeley  Square,  Jan.  4, 1780. 

I  AX  going  to  write  a  short  letter  in  quantity,  but  a  VQty  serious 
one  in  matter.  A  stroke  has  been  struck  that  seems  pregnant  with 
another  war — a  war  with  Holland.  Advice  had  been  received  of 
large  supplies  of  naval  stores  being  ready  to  sail  for  Brest,'  furnished 
by  the  warm  friends  of  France,  the  Amsterdammers ;  stores  essential 
to  the  re-equipment  of  the  French  navy,  and  as  repugnant  to  the 
treaties  subsisting  between  us  and  the  States.  These  merchantmen 
proposed  to  take  advantage  of  a  convoy  going  to  the  Levant  and 
other  places,  the  States  not  countenancing  that  .manoeuvre.  It  was 
determined  not  to  wink  at  such  an  outrage,  but  to  hazard  complaints 
or  resentment,  when  such  a  blow  could  be  given  to  the  farther  enter- 
prises of  our  capital  enemies.  Captain  Fielding  with  five  men-of- 
war  of  the  line,  was  ordered  to  seize  the  whole  counterband  trade, 
and  has  executed  what  he  could.  He  has  brought  into  Plymouth 
eight  merchantmen  and  three  men-of-war,  with  their  Admiral.  The 
latter  refused  to  allow  a  search;  some  shot  were  exchanged,  but 
ia  air,  on  both  sides,  and  then  the  Dutchmen  struck.  Fielding^ 
desired  him  to  re-hoist  his  flag,  but  he  refused,  and  said  he  must  ac- 
company his  convoy ;  thus  creating  himself  a  jprisoner. 

I  have  related  this  event  as  vaguely — that  is,  as  cautiously — as  I 
could  :  first,  because  I  know  no  particulars  from  authority,  for  it  was 
but  yesterday  at  noon  that  the  notice  arrived ;  and  secondly,  because 
I  have  heard  various  accounts;  and  lastly,  because  I  have  been  so 
steeled  against  sudden  belief  by  lies  from  all  quarters  for  these  five 
years,  that  I  do  not  trust  my  eyes,  ears,  or  reason,  and  still  less 
those  instruments  of  any  body  else. 

enrosUnces,  and  on  the  roost  trying^  occaaiona,  I  can  never  .sufficiently  commend.*' 
D*£etaiog  commenced  his  career  by  serving  in  the  East  Indies  under  the  unfortu- 
nate M.  Lally,  when  he  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  English,  and  sent  home  on  his 
parole.  Having  engaged  in  hostilities  again  before  he  had  been  regularly  ex- 
changed, he  was  taken  again,  and  imprisoned  at  Portsmouth.  On  obtaining  his 
freedom  he  vowed  eternal  hatred  to  the  English  which  he  endeavoured  to  wreak 
during  the  American  war.  At  the  capture  of  the  Island  of  Grenada  he  distinguished 
himself.  Becoming  a  victim  in  the  proscriptions  of  1793,  he  safiered  un^er  the 
guillotine,  as  a  counter-revolutioniat,  in  the  following  year. — Ed. 
Vol.  u. — 12 
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There  are  two  uncomely  features  in  the  countenance  of  this  business* 
The  first  is  disappointment.  Though  the  captured  stores  are  counter- 
band,  they  consist  only  of  henrip  and  iron»  not  of  masts  and  timber,  as 
we  expected,  and  which  are  what  the  French  want.  Whether  the 
magazines  of  those  materials  have  escaped,  or  have  not  sailed,  we— 
that  is,'  I — do  not  know;  but,  when  all  the  Ratisbons  in  Europe  are  to 
discuss  our  enterprise,  it  is  not  pleasant  to  have  trespassed  on  punc- 
tilios,— if  we,  and  not  the  Dutch,  were  the  aggressors, — and  not  to 
have  been  crowned  with  success. 

Thus  we  have  involved  ourselves  fruitlessly  in  the  second  inconve- 
nience, of  having,  perhaps,  tapped  a  new  war,  without  previous  indem- 
nification. You  diplomatics  must  canvass  all  this;  and  I  hope  it  will 
be  left  to  such  quiet  disputants,  and  not  be  referred  to  red  coats  and 
trowsers.  I  have  given  3n5u  your  cue,  till  you  receive  better  instruc- 
tions. I  am  sorry  to  open  the  fortieth  year  of  ojur  correspondence  by 
opening  another  of  Janus's  temples;  better,  however,  in  Holland  than  in. 
Ireland,  where  we  have  got  a  strong  friendly  army  instead  of  a  rebel- 
lion. 

The  weakness  of  my  hand  should  not  serve  me  for  an  excuse,  had 
I  more  to  tell  you.  This  right  hand  is  the  only  limb  not  recovered; 
yet,  dreading  another  relapse,  I  have  not  yet  ventured  to  take  the  air. 
Perhaps  age,  and  weariness  of  such  frequent  returns,  rebate  my  spirjt. 
Illness,  that  mustbe  repealed,  takes  off  the  edge  from  the  enjoyment 
of  health ;  and,  though  I  seem  to  have  patience,  it  is  rather  a  state  of 
discomfort.  No  matter  what,  I  am  wearing  out;  yet  take  great  care 
of  myself,  more  from  a  dread  of  decrepitude  than  from  desire  of  life, 
in  which  I  can  have  few  joys.  I  have  no  affected  indiflTerence;  for 
nothing,  not  even  indifference  if  aflecled,  is  becoming  in  the  decline 
of  life.  Adieu,  my  good  friend  of  above  forty  years !  Sure  Orestes  and 
Pylades,  if  they  were  inseparable,  could  not  pretend  to  compare  with 
us,  who  have  not  set  eyes  on  one  another  for  nine-and-thirty  years  I 


LETTER  CCCXXI. 

Berkeley  Square,  Jan.  13, 1760. 

In  consequence  of  my  last,  it  is  right  to  make  you  easy,  and 
tell  you  that  I  think  we  shall  not  have  a  Dutch  war ;  at  least  nobody 
seems  to  expect  iu  What  excuses  we  have  made,  I  do  not  know; 
but  I  imagine  the  Hollanders  are  glad  to  gain  by  both  sides,  and  glad 
not  to  be  forced  to  quarrel  with  either. 

What  might  have  been  expected  much  sooner,  appears  at  last, — a 
good  deal  of  discontent ;  but  chiefly  where  it  was  not  much  expected. 
The  country  gentlemen,  after  encouraging  the  Court  to  war  with  Ame- 
rica now,  not  very  decently,  are  angry  at  the  expense.  As  they  have 
long  seen  the  profusion,  it  would  have  been  happy  had  they  niurmer- 
ed  sooner.    Very  serious  associations  are  forming  in  many  counties; 
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and  orders,  under  the  title  of  petitions,  coming  to  Parliament  for  cor- 
recting abuses.*  They  talk  of  the  waste  of  money ;  are  silent  on  the 
thousands  of  lives  that  have  been  sacrificed — but  when  are  human 
lives  counted  by  atiy  side  ? 

The  French  who  may  measure  with  us  in  folly,  and  have  exceed- 
ed us  in  ridiculous  boasts,  have  been '  extravagant  in  their  reception 
of  D'Estaing,  who  has  shown  nothing  but  madness  and  incapacity. 
How  the  northern  monarchs,  who  have  at  least  exhibited  talents  for 
war  and  politics,  must  despise  the  last  campaign  of  England  and 
Prance?  •     ' 

I  am  once  more  got  abroad,  but  more  pleased  to  be  able  to  do  so, 
than  charnoed  with  any  thing  I  have  to  do.  Having  outlived  the  glory 
and  felicity  of  my  country,  I  carry  that  reflection  with  me  wherever 
I  go.  Last  night  at  Strawberry  Hill,  I  took  up,  to  divert  my 
thoughts,  a  volume  of  letters  to  Swift  from  BoIingbroke,Bathirst,  and 
Gay;  and  what  was  there- but  lamentations  on  the  ruin  of  England, 
in  that  cera  of  its  prosperity  and  peace,  from  wretches  who  thought 
their  own  want  of  power  a  proof  that  their  country  was  undone  I 
Oh,  my  father !  twenty  years  of  peace,  and  credit,  and  happiness,  and 
liberty,  were  punishments  to  rascals  who  weighed  every  thing 
in  the  scales  of  self?  It  was  to  the  honour  of  Pope,  that,  though 
leaged  with  such  a  crew,  and  though  an  idolater  of  their  arch- 
fiend Bolingbroke  and  in  awe  of  the  malignant  Swift,  he  never  gave 
iato  their  venomous  railings  ;f  railings  against  a  man,  who  in 
twenty  year s,  never  attempted  a  stretch  of  power,  did  nothing  but  the 
common  business  of  administration,  and  by  that  temperance  and 
steady  virtue,  and  unalterable  good-humour  and  superior  wisdom, 
baffled  all  the  efforts  of  faction^  and  annihilated  the  falsely  boasted 
abilities  of  Bolingbroke,  which  now  appear  as  moderate  as  his  cha- 
racter was  in  every  light  detestable.  But  als^s  1  that  retrospect  doubled 
my  chagrin  instead  of  diverting  it.  I  soon  forgot  an  impotent  cabal 
of  mock-patriots;  but  the  scene  they  vainly  sought  to  disturb  rushed 
on  my  miod,and,  like  Hamlet  on  the  sight  of  Yorick's  skull,  I  recol- 
lect the  prosperity  of  Denmark  when  my  father  ruled,  and  compared 
it  with  the  present  moment !  I  look  about  for  a  Sir  Robert  Walpole ; 
but  where  is  he  to  be  found  ? 

*  The  businees  of  the  Associations  for  the  redress  of  grievaoces  was  coromeneed 
daring  the  Christmas  recess;  and  the  adoption  of  this  mode  of  procuring  a  reform  in 
the  executive  departments  of  the  State  not  only  becoming  general,  but  the  minds 
of  the  people  being  warmed  by  these  meetings,  the  views  of  many^  and  those  per- 
sons of  no  mean  weight  and  coQsequence,  were  extended  still  further ;  and  they  gra- 
dually began  tocoasider  that  nothing  less  than  a  reform  in  the  constitution  of  Par- 
liament itself,  by  shortening  its  duration,  and  obtaining  a  more  equal  representation 
of  the  people,  could  effectually  prevent  a  retnrn  of  similar  evils.  The  great  county 
of  York  led  the  way,  and  set  the  example  to  the  rest  of  the  kingdonk — Ed. 

t  The  amiable  character  of  Sir  Robeit  Walpole  in  private  life  ia  thus  admirably 
toached  by  Pope,  in  his  Epilogue  to  the  Satires— 

**  Seen  him  I  have,  bot  in  his  happier  hoar 
Of  social  pleasure,  ill  exchanged  ibr  power; 
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This  is  not  a  letter,  but  a  codicil  to  my  last.  You  will  soon  pro- 
bably have  news  enough — yet  appearances  are  not  always  pregnai- 
cies.  When  there  are  more  follies  in  a  nation  than  principles  and 
system,  they  counteract  one  another,  and  sometimes,  as  has  just  hap- 
pened in  Ireland,  are  composed  prdveris  exiguijafitu.  I  sum  up  my 
wishes  in  that  for  peace :  but  we  are  not  satisfied  with  persecuting 
America,  though  the  mischief  has  recoiled  on  ourselves ;  nor  France 
with  wounding  us,  though  with  little  other  cause  for  exultation,  and 
with  signal  mischief  to  her  own  trade,  and  with  heavy  loss  of  sea- 
men 'y  not  to  mention  how  her  armies  are  shrunk  to  raise  her  marine, 
a  sacrifice  she  will  one  day  rue,  when  the  disciplined  hosts  of  Gotbs 
and  Huns  begin  to  cast  an  eye  southward.  But  I  seem  to  choose  to . 
read  futurity,  because  I  am  not  likely  to  see  it:  inddbd  I  am  most 
rational  when  I  say  to  myself.  What  is  all  this  to  me?  My  thread 
is  almost  spun ;  almost. all  my  business  here  is  to  bear  pain  with  pa- 
tience, and  to  be  thankful  for  intervals  of  ease.  Though  Emperors 
and  Kings  may  torment  mankind,  they  will  not  disturb  my  bed-cham- 
ber ;  and  so  I  bid  them  and  you  good  night  1 

P.S.  I  have  made  use  of  a  term  in  this  letter,  which  I  retract, 
having  bestowed  a  title  on  the  captains  and  subalterns  which  was 
due  only  to  the  colonel,  and  not  enough  for  his  dignity.  Bolingbroke 
was  more  than  a  rascal — he  was  a  villain.  Bathurst,  I  believe,  was 
not  a  dishonest  man,  more  than  he  was  prejudiced  by  party  against 
one  of  the  honestest  and  best  of  men.*  Gay  was  a  simple  poor  soul, 
intoxicated  by  the  friendship  of  men  of  genius,  and  who  thought  they 
must  be  good,  who  condescended  to  admire  him.  Swift  was  a  wild- 
beast,  who  baited  and  worried  all  mankind  almost,  because  his  into- 
lerable arrogance,  vanity,  pride,  and  ambition  were  disappointed ;  he 
abused  Lady.Suffolk,t  who  tried  and  wished  to  raise  him,  only  be- 

8een  him,  uncurabered  by  the  venal  tribe, 
Smile  without  art,  and  win  without  a  bribe.** 

Lady  Mary  Wortley  Montagu's  portrait  of  this  eminent  statesman  in  his  character 
as  a  private  roan,  gives  also  a  most  pleasing  idea  of  him  : 

^*  Such  were  the  lively  eyee  and  roey  hue  '    ' 

Of  Kobin*0  face  when  Robin  first  I  knew,  '  i    x 

The  gay  companion  and-the  favourite  guest ; 
Lov*d  without  awe,  and  without  fear  carees'd, 
His  cheerful  smile,  and  open  honest  look, 
Added  new  graces  to  the  truths  he  spoke.** — Ed. 

*  Allen,  first  Earl  Bathurst,  took  an  active  part  in  the  debates  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  in  1742,  for  an  address  for  the  removal  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole.-— Ed. 

t  Henrietta  Hobart,  sister  of  John,  first  Earl  of  Buckinghamshire,  and  mistresB 
of  George  the  Second.  [And  to  whom  Pope  addressed  t^e  elegant  lines  begin- 
nings 

"  I  know  the  thing  that's  most  uncommon ; 
(Envy,  be  silent  and  attend  !) 
I  know  a  reasonable  woman, 
Handsome  and  witty,  yet  a  friend." — Ed.] 
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cause  she  bad  not  power  to  do  so  &  and  one  is  sure  that  a  man  who 
cooid  deify  that  silly  woman,  Queen  Anne»  would  have  been  more 
profuse  of  incense  to  Queen  Caroline,  who  had  sense,  if  the  court  he 
paid  to  Jier  bad  been  crowned  with  success.  Such. were  the  men 
who  wrote  of  virtue  to  one  another;  and  even  that  mean  exploded 
miser,  Lord  Bath,  presumed  to  talk  of  virtue  too  ! 


LETTER  CCCXXIL 

Strawberry  Hill,  Feb.  6, 1780. 

I  WRITE  only  when  I  have  facts  to  send.  ^  Detached  scenes  there* 
have  been  in  different  provinces :.  they  will*  be  collected  soon  into  a 
drama  in  St.  Stephens's  Chapel.  One  or  two  and  twenty  counties, 
and  two  or  three  towns,  have  voted  petitions.  But  in  Northampton-  , 
shire  Lord  Spencer  was  disappointed,  and  a  very  moderate  petition 
was  ordered.  The  same  happened  at  Carlisle.  At  first,  the  Court 
was  struck  dumb,,  but  have  begun  tara^ly.  Counter-protests  have 
been  signed  m  Hertford  and  Huntingdon  shires,  in  Surrey  and  Sus- 
sex.* Last  Wednesday  a  meeting  was  summoned  in  Westminster 
Hall:  Charles  Fox  harangued  the  people  finely  and  warmly;  and 
not  only  a  petition  was  voted,  but  he  was  proposed  for  candidate  for 
that  city  at  the  next  general  election,  and  was  accepted  joyfully.f 
V^ilkes  was  his  zealous  advocate:  how  few  years  since  a  public 
breakfast  was  given  at  Holland  House  to  support  Colonel  Lutterel 
against  Wilkes !  Charles  Fox  and  his  brother  rode  thence  at  the 
h^d  of  thetir  friends  to  Brentford..  Ovid'^  Metamorphoses  contains, 
oot  stranger  transformations  than  party  can  work. 

I  must  introduce  a  new  actor  to  you^a  Lord  George  Gordoorr- 
metamorphosed  a  little  too,  for  bis  family  were  Jacobites  and  Roman 
Catholics:  he  is  the  Lilburne  of  the  Scottish  Presbyterians,  and  an 
apostle  against  the  Papists.  He  dresses,  that  is,  wears  long  lank 
hair  about  his  shoulders,  like  the -first  Methodist;  though<4'  take  the 
modern  ones  to  be  no  Anti-Catholics.  This  mad  lordr— for  so  all  his 
family  have  been  too,  and  are — has  likewise  assumed  the  patronage 
of  Ireland.  Last  Thursday  he  asked  an  audience  of  the  King,  and, 
the  moment  he  was  admitted  into  the  closet,  began  reading  an  Irish 
pamphlet,  and  continued  for  an. hour,  till- it  was  so  dark  he  could  not 
see;  and  then  left  the  pamphlet,. exacting  a  promise  on  royal  honour 

*  These  counter- protests  did  not  oppose  the  prayer  of  the  petitions;. but  the  pro- 
testors were  of  opinion,  that  the  whole  ought  to  be  lefl  to  the  discretion  of  Parlia-v 
meat,  in  whose  public  spirit  and  integrity  they  thought  it  ia>proper  to  express  any 
lort  of  distrust.— Ed. 

t  Mr.  Fox  took  the  chair  at  this  meeting.  A  committee,  consisting  of  the  Duke 
of  Portland,  the  Earls  of  Egremont  and  Temple,  Lords  John  and  George  Cavendish, 
Messrs.  Townsbend,  Sawbridge,  Wilkes, and  about  ninety  other  noblemen  and  geo- 
tlemen,  were  appointed  to  correspond  with  the  other  committees  throughout  the 
kingdom.— 'Ed. 

12* 
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that  bis  Majesty  would  finish  it.  Were  I  on  the  throne,  I  would  make 
Dr.  Monro*  a  Groom  of  my  Bed-chamber :  indeed  it  has  been  neces- 
sary for  some  time ;  for,  of  the  King's  lords.  Lord  Bolingbroke  is  in 
a  mad-lK>use,  and  Lord  Pomfret  and  my  nephew  ought  to  be  there. 
The  last,  being  fond  of  onions,  has  lately  distributed  bushels  of  that 
root  to  his  militia;— Mr.  Windhamf  will  not  be  surprised. 

By  the  tenor  of  the  petitions  you  would  think  we  were  starving; 
yet  there  is  a  little  coin  stirring.  WHhin  this  week  there  has  been  a 
cast  at  hazard  at  the  Cocoa  Tree,  th&  difference  of  which  amoaoted 
to  a  hundred  .and  four-score  thousand  pounds.  Mr.  O'Birne,  an 
Irish  gamester,  had  won  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  of  a  youog 
Mr.  Harvey  of  Chigweli,  just  started  from  a  midshipmi\p|  into  ao 
estate  by  his  elder  brother's  death.  O'Birne  said,  "  You  can  never 
pay  me."  "  I  can,"  said  the  youth ;  "  my  estate  will  sell  for  the 
debt."  «  No,"  said  O. ;  "  I  will  win  ten  thousand— you  shall  throw 
for  the  odd  ninety."     They  did,  and  Harvey  won. 

However,  as  it  is  a  little  necessary  to  cast  about  for  resources,  it 
is  just  got  abroad,  that  about  a  year  ago  we  took  possession  of  ft 
trifling  district  in  India  called  the  Province  of  Oude,  which  contains 
four  millions  of  inhabitants,  produces  between  three  and  four  millioos 
of  revenue*  and  has  an  army  of  30,000  men:  it  was  scarce  thought 
of  consequence  enough  to  deserve  an  article  in  the  newspapers.  If  yoa 
are  so  old-style  as  to  ask  how  we  came  to  take  possession*  I  answer, 
by  the  new  law  b(  nations ;  by  the  law  by  which  Poland  was  divided. 
You  will  find  it  in  the  future  editions  of  Grotius,  tit.  **  Si  une  terre 
est  a  la  biens^ance  d'un  grand  Prince."  Oude  appertained  by  that 
very  law  to  the  late  Sujah  Dowla.  His  successors  were  weak  men, 
which  in  Jndia  is  incapacity.  Their  Majesties  the  East-India  Com- 
pany, whom  God  long  preserve,  have  succeeded. 

This  petty  event  has  ascertained  the  existence  of  a  certain  beiogt 
who,  till  now,  has  not  been  much  more  than  a  matter  of  faith,— the 
Grand  Lama.  There  are  some  affairs  of  trade  between  the  sove- 
reigns of  Oude  and  his  Holiness  the  Lama.  Do  not  imagine  the 
East  India  Company  have  leisure  to  trouble  their  heads  about  reli- 
gion. Their  commanding  officer  corresponded  with  the  Tartar 
Pope,  who,  it  seems,  is  a  very  sensible  man.  The  Attorney-Gene- 
ral asked  this  officer,  who  is  come  over,  how  the  Lama  wrote.  ,*^0h," 
said  he,  "like  any  person."  "Could  I  see  his  letters?"  said  Mr. 
Wedderburne.    *<  Upon  my  word,"  said  the  officer, "  when  the  busi- 

*  Physician  of  Bedlam. 

t  Mr.  Windham  had  been  Lieutonant^Colonel  of  the  Norfolk  Militia  under  Lord 
Orford,  and  had  resigned  on  the  trouble  he  gave  them,  [This  is  not  correct  Mr. 
Windham  was  Major,  not  Lieutenant-Colonel.  His  resignation  is  distinctly  stated 
by  his  biographer  to  have  been  occasioned  by  a  severe  illness ;  on  bis  recovery  from 
which  he  visited  the  Continent. — Ed.] 

t  This  young  midshipman  was  afterwards  Admiral  Sir  Eliab  Harvey,  Knt,  G. 
C.B.,  and  distinguished  himself  as  one  of  the  heroes  of  Trafalgar/  He  sat  in  the 
House  of  Commons  for  the  town  of  Maiden  from  1780  to  1784,  and  for  the  county 
of  Edsex  from  1802  to  his  death  in  1830.— £p. 
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fl6M  wa8  settled)  I  threw  tbem  into  the  fire/'  HoweveTy'  I  hear  that 
somebody,  not  quite  so  mercantile,  has  published  one  of.  the  Lama's 
letters  in  the  Philosophical  Transactions.*  Well  I  when  we  break 
in  Europe,  we  may  pack  up  aaci  remove  to  India,  and  be  emperors 
again!     ' 

Do  you  believe  me,  my  good  sir,  when  I  tell  you  all  these,  strange 
tales?  Do  you  think  me  distracted,  or  that  your . country  is  so? 
Does  not  this  letter  seem  an  olio  composed  of  ingredients  picked  out 
of  the  history  of  Charles  I.,  of  Clodius  and  Sesostris,  and  the  Ara- 
bian Nights  ?  Yet  I  could  have  coloured  it  higher  without  trespass^- 
iog  00  truth ;  but  when  I,  inured  to  the  climate  of  my  own  country, 
can  scarcely  believe  what  I  hear  cuid  see,  how  should  you,  who  con^ 
verse  only  with  the  ordinary  race  of  men  and  women,  give  credit  to 
what  I  have  ventured  to  relate,  merely  because  in  forty  years  I  have 
constantly  endeavoured  to  tell  you  nothing  but  truth  t  Moreover,  I 
comoQonly  reserve  passages  that  are  not  of  public  notoriety,  not 
having  the  smallest  inclination  to  put  the  credulity  of  foreign  post- 
offices  to  the  test.  I  would  have  them  think  that  we  are  only  mad 
with  valour,  and  that  Lord  Chatham's  cloak  has  been  divided  in^ 
shreds  no  bigger  than  a  silver  penny  amongst  our  soldiers  and  sail- 
ors.   Adieu ! 


LETTER  CCCXXIII. 

Berkeley  Square,  Feb.  22, 1780. 
I  HAVE  been  waiting  impatiently  for  a  confirmation  of  Sir  George 
Rodney's  victory  over  the  Spaniards,  that  I  might  send  it  to  you  as 
a  dose  for  Monsieur  dc  Barbantan  ;  but  either  the  Admiral's  messen- 
ger-sloop has  been  taken,  or  he  is  still  pursuing  the  flying  enemy,  or 
gone  to  the  West  Indies.    However,  as  both  Spain  and  France 

*The  letler  here  spoken  of  was  addressed  by  die  Grand  Lama  of  Thibet  to  Mr. 
Haatiogi^  then  Governor  of  Bengal,  and  received  by  him  on  the  29th  of  March, 
1774.  A  translation  of  it  will  be  found  in  the  Philosophical  Transactions  for  1778. 
It  abounds  in  sentiments  of  justice,  benevolence  and  piety,  couched  in  a  simple 
ityle,  not  devoid  of  dignity,  and  in  general  exempt  from  the  high-flown  complin 
mentd  and  strained  metaphors  eo  common  among  the  other  people  of  the  Elast. 
The  following  is  the  opening  passage: — **Thc  affairs  of  this  quarter  in  every 
mpect  flourish.  I  am  night  and  day  employed  for  tho  increase  of  your  happiness 
tod  prosperity.  Having  been  informed,  by  travellers  frpm  your  quarter,  of  your 
eialted  lame  and  reputation,  my  heart,  like  the  blossom  of  spring,  abounds  with 
atififiiction,  gladness  and  joy.  Praise  God  that  the  star  of  your  fortune  is  in  its 
lacension.  Praise  him,  that  happiness  and  ease  are  the  surrounding  attendants  of 
oyself  and  family,  Neither  to  molest  nor  persecute  is  my  aim :  it  is  even  the 
characteristic  of  our  sect  to  deprive  ourselves  of  the  necessary  refreshment  of 
ileep^ should  an  injury  be  done  to  a  single  individqal;  but,  in  justice  and  humanity, 
I  am  informed  you  surpass  us.  May  you  ever  adori^  the  seat  of  justice  and 
power,  that  mankind  ma^f  in  the  shiidow  pf  your  bosom,  enjoy  the  blessings  of  peace 
aod  affluence !— Eo. 
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allow  that  Sir  George  had  the  advantage,  there  is  qo  dispute  bat  on 
the  more  or  fewer  of  his  prizes.  Well  f  but  novel  as  triumphs  have 
been  of  late,  this  naval  one,  and  every  thing  else,  is  drowned  in  the 
present  great  domestic  moment.  I  must  prepare  you  for  a  new  era 
^so  new,  and  of  such  late  birth,  that  I  cannot  pretend  to  tell  you  of 
what  it  will  be  the  sera. 

I  have  mentioned  our  provincial  committees,  petitions,  and  asso- 
ciations.  They  have  spread  into  nearly  half  the  English  counties, 
and  have  acquired  additional  weight  by  the  approach  of  a  general 
election ;  which,  in  times  at  all  difficult,  always  puts  members  and 
candidates  upon  their  good  behaviour.  Spirit  begets  spirit,  as  lethargy 
is  catching  from  lethargy.  Last  week  Lord  North  was  beaten  at  & 
India  House  on  his  bargain  with  the  Company,  one  of  the  promised 
resources.  Yesterday  was  much  more  fatal  to  him..  Sir  George 
Savile,  to  humour  the  committee  of  Yorkshire,  demanded  last  week 
a  list  of  the  King*s  pensions.  The  Speaker  wae  suddenly  taken  ili^ 
and  the  House  adjourned  till  yesterday.  The  Court,  in  the  interval, 
took  the  resolution  of  resisting  the  demand,  and  a  pitched  battle  was 
fought  with  reciprocal  animosity.  At  one  in  the  morning  Lord 
North  carried  a  softening  of  the  question,  not  a  rejection,  but  by  two 
voices;*  which  in  Parliamentary  language  or  calculation  (for  in  such 
times  the  calculators  always  desert  a  sinking  vessel)  is  a  defeat. 
The  Tories,  fearing  their  popularity  in  the  country,  had  kept  away. 
Some  may  return  if  the  Crown  is  pressed ;  but  it  will  lose  as  niaoy 
among  the  lookers-out^  who  were  with  it  yesterday,  as  it  can  recall. 
In  short,  I  think  the  Ministers  must  fall,,  and  would  increase  their 
own  danger  every  hour  if  they  stayed.  The  committees  in  the  coun- 
try will  be  animated  by  this  specimen  of  their  importance.  The 
Opposition  will  be  invigorated  by  hope,  and  other  counties  will  be 
hurried  by  and  into  the  torrent.  In  truth^  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  die  ie  cast.  A  change  of  men  and  measures  may  prevent  that 
most  dreadful  of  evils,  a  civil  war;  and,Jhe  longer  the  Court  jattempts 
to  stem  the  current,  the  more  destructive  will  the  deluge  be.  It  is  to 
be  wished,  too,  that  the  tide,  which  haa  turned  rapidly,  may  be  as 
swift  in  its  effects ;  or  we  shall  be  occupied  by  storms  at  home,  and 
not  attend  to  our  wars  without. 

This  is  a  brief  picture,  or  sketch,  which  time  must  finish.  I  might  ex- 
patiate, or  form  conjectures ;  but  you  see  that  I  cannot  tell  you  more 
than  I  have  of  what  may  be  fact.  I  could  make  reflections  back- 
ward, but  those  you  do  not  want;  and  it  is  their  part  to  make  them 
who  drew  themselves  into  such  a  desperate  situation  from  one  of 
perfect  happiness  and  security.  If  the  Court  is  prudent,  it  will  yield 
to  the  first  necessity,  rather  than  hazard  the  last ;  and  will  then  have 
been  fortunate  that  it  arrived  so  speedily  and  at  once.     A  change  is 

*  Sir  George  Savile's  motion  was  for  an  account  of  all  places  for  life  or  liresi 
whether  held  hy  patent  or  otherwise;  to  which  Lord  North  moved  t«  add  the 
words,  '*  and  payable  at  the  exchequer.'*  The  amendment  was  carriod.  by  188 
against  166.— En. 
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preferable  to  ionpeachments  or  to  outrages  of  the  mob.  I  abhor 
Uoodsbed  aod  violence,  and  heartily  wish  we  may  have  a  quiet  re- 
tolotioo  in  the  Administration.  Should  authority  interpose  to  pre- 
lenre  them,  it  will  risk  its  own  annihilation  and  theirs ;  indeed,  it 
ceases  to  be  authority  when  it  resorts  to  force.  It  delegates  its 
power  to  force,  becomes  subject  to  force,  refers  the  contest  to  the 
decision  of  opposite  forces,  which  is  choosing  chance  for  arbiter, 
lod  never  recovers  till  placid  aquiescence  gives  authority  its  own 
Iroe  energy. 

You  shall  hear  again  as  events  arise;  which  probably  will  be  nu- 
merous. Things  cannot  remain  in  the  present  state,  nor  fall  back 
into  their  usual  channel  without  a  change,  or  worse  coivvulsions. 

Lady  Catharine  Pelham*  is  dead^  at  four-score.  We  remnants  of 
kappier  times  should  not  be  sorry  to  quit  a  scene  so  different  from 
what  we  remember.  We  aged  know  how  few  swim  through  a  tur- 
boleDt  sea  to  the  haven  where  they  would  be.  Waves  press  on 
wa?e8;  new  actors  thrust  aside  those  who  commenced  the  commo- 
tion :*-but  I  am  running  into  reflections.  I  return  to  pray  for  tran- 
Vrillity  for  my  country.  If  it  is  not  my  lot  to  see  it,  I  shall  but 
ttcape  so  much  anguish  more  as  I  should  feel  if  witness  to  its 
calamities. 


LETTER  CCCXXIV. 

Berkeley  Square,  March  3, 1780. 

As  my  last  letter  probably  alarmed  you,  I  write  again  to  tell  you 
tbat  nothing  decisive  has  happened.  The  troops  of  the  Palace  even 
nliied  a  little  yesterday  on  Mr.  Burke's  Bill  of  Reformation,  or  Re- 
duction, yet,  with  evident  symptoms  of  caution ;  for  Lord  North,  who 
wished  to  defer  the  second  reading,  ventured  to  put  it  only  to  next 
Wednesday,. instead  of  to-day;  and  would  have  carried  a  longer  ad- 
joornment  with  still  greater  difficulty,  for  his  majority  was  but  of  35, 
and  the  minority  remained  195,  a  very  formidable  number.t  The 
Associations  in  the  counties  increase,  though  not  rapidly :  yet  it  will 
ke difficult  for  the  Court  to  stem  such  a  torrent;  and,  I  imagine,  full 
tt  difficult  for  any  man  of  temper  to  direct  them  wholsomely.  Ire- 
luid  is  still  more  impetuous. 

Fortunately,  happily,  the  tide  abroad  seems  turned.    Sir  George 

•Siatcr  of  John  Manners,  third  Duke  of  Rutland,  and  widow  of  Henry  Pelham, 
ruA  Lord  of  the  Treasury. 

t  Mr.  Burke,  on  the  11th  of  February,  had  introduced  his  memorable  bill  for  the 
Sconomica]  Reformation  of  the  Civil  and  other  Establishments.  **  Never  can  I  for. 
Ifti^aays  Gibbon,  in  reference  to  Mr.  Burke's  speech  upon  the  occasion,  **the  de- 
%bt,wiih  which  that  diffusive  and  ingenious  orator  was  heard  by  all  sides  of  the 
Qpwe,  and  even  by  those  whose  existence  he  proscribed."  The  numbers  for  de- 
igning the  second  reading  were  230  against  195.— Ed. 
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Rodney's  victory  proves  more  considerable  than  it  appeared  at  firtt* 
It  secures  Gibraltar,  eases  your  Mediterranean  a  little,  and  must  vex 
the  Spaniards  and  their  monarch,  not  satisfied  before  with  hi^  cousin 
of  Bourbon.  Admiral  Parker  has  had  great  success  tootimongstthe 
latter's  transports.  Oh  I  that  all  these  elements  of  mischief  may  jum- 
ble into  peace  I  Monsieur  Necker  alone  shines  in  the  quarter  of 
France  ;t  but  he  is  carrying  the  war  into  the  domains  of  the  Church, 
where  one  cannot  help  wishing  him  success.  If  he  can  root  out 
monks,  the  Pope  will  have  less  occasion  to  allow  grast  because  we 
cannot  supply  them  with  mdigre.X  It  is  droll  that  the  Proteslaot 
Necker,  and  we  Protestant  fishmongers,  should  overset  the  system  of 
fasting;  but  ancient  Alcorans  could  not  foresee  modern  contingen- 
cies ! 

I  have  told  you  that  politick  absorb  all  private  news.  I  am 
going  to  a  ball  this  evening,  which  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of 
Bolton  give  to  their  royal  highnesses  of  Gloucester,  w4)o  have  now 
a  very  numerous  Court.'  It  seems  very  improper  for  me  to  be 
at  a  ball;  biit  vou  see  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  propriety  thai 
carries  me  thither.  I  am  heartily  weary  both  of  diversions  and 
poUticjs,  and  am  more  than  half  inclined  to  retire  to  Strawberry.  I 
have  renounced  dining  abroad,  and  hide  myself  as  much  as  I  caot 
but  can  one  pin  on  one's  breast  a  label  to  signify,  that,  though  one  is 
sensible  of  being  Methusalem  in  constitution,  one  must  sometimes  be 
seen  in  a  crowd  for  such  and  such  reasons  1  I  do  often  exaggerate 
my  pleas  of  bad  health ;  and,  could  I  live  entirely  alone,  would  pro- 
claim myself  incurable :  but,  should  one  repent,  one  becomes  ridicu- 
lous by  returning  to  the  world ;  or  one  must  have  a  companion,  which  1 
never  will  have;  or  one^  dpens  a  door  to  legatees,  if  one  advertises  ill- 
health.  Well  I  I  must  act  with  as  much  common  sense  as  I  can ;  and, 
when  one  takes  no  part,  one  must  temper  one's  conduct ;  and,  when  the 
world  is  too  young  for  one,  not  shock  it,  nor  contradict  it,  nor  a$x 
a  peculiar  character,  but  trust  to  its  indifference  for  not  drawing  no- 
tice, when  one  does  not  desire  to  be  noticed.    Rabelais'a  ^  Pais  ce que 

*  On  the  7th  of  January,  Admiral  Rodney  fell  in  with  a  fleet  of  merehant-flfaipi 
under  the  convoy  of  seven  men-of-war;  the  whole  of  which  he  captured.  Hesooo 
after  encountered  Don  Juan  De  Langara*8  squadron,  consisting  of  eleven  ships  d 
the  line  and  two  frigates,  and  after  an  action  of  ten  hours*  continuance  succeeded 
in  dispossessing  the  enemy  of  seven  sail  of  the  line. — Ed. 

t  In  pursuance  of  the  plan  of  economy  proposed  hy  M,  Necker,  and  adopted  in  ^ 
King  of  France's  household,  no  less  than  four  hundred  offices  were  this  year  iCbolisbttli 
at  one  stroke,  in  that  department  In  a  letter  written  at  this  tkne  by  Madame  da 
Deffand  to  Walpole,  there  is,  in  reference  to  these  projected  reforms  of  M.  Necker, 
the  following  prophetic  passage: — "  Vous  pouvez *lre  sftr  qu'il  a  un  furieux no© 
bre  d*ehnemis;  d*abord  tous  ceux  qui  perdent  par  ses  r^formes,  et  puis  ceuxqoc 
produit  la  jalousie  et  Tenvie.  Je  doute  qu*on  lui  laisse  executor  tous  ses  projectft 
Si  on  les  veut  morceler,  ilne  i*endurera  pas;  il  quittera,  tout  s*6croolera,  lo  credit 
sera  perdu,  on  tombera  dans  le  chaos,  ses  ennemis  triompheront,  ils  p^cberoQt  eo 
eau  trouble,  et  publLeront  que  ses  syst^mes,  ses  operations,  n*6laient  que  visioiM 
chim^riques.    Cost  le  plus  grand  malheur  qui  puisse  arriver  &  ce  pays-cL**— B^. 

t  The  English  supplied  Leghorn  with  fish,  till  they  lost  the  empire  of  the  Medh 
terranean  in  the  time  of  the  American  war. 
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to  raodras''  is  not  very  djftult  when  one  wishes  to  do  nothiog.  I 
ha?e  aiwaya  been  oiTende^t  those  who  will  belong  to  a  world  with 
which  they  have  nothing  to  da(  I  have  perceived  that  every  age  has 
not  only  a  new  language  and  new  modes,  but  a  new  way  of  articula- 
tiog.  At  first  I  thought  myself  grown  deaf  when  wijth  young  peo- 
ple; but  perceived  that  I  understood  my  contemporaries,  though  they 
whispered.  Well !  I  must  go  amongst  those  I  do  not  comprehend 
«D  well,  but  shall  leave  them  when  ttey  go  to  supper. 


LETTER  CCCXXV. 

Berkeley  Square,  March  14, 1780. 
i  AK  not  going  to  tell  you  that  the  Administration  is  changed,  for 
u  yet  it  is  not ;  but  it  is  beaten.  Yesterday,  on  Mr.  Burke's  |>ill,  the 
Opj)osition  carried  the  clause  for  the  annihilation  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  by  a  majority  of  eight  votes,  though  the  Lords  of  Trade  voted 
io  their  own  cause.*  There  was  a  strange  scene  of  Billingsgate  be- 
tween the  Speaker  and  the  Minister ;  the  former  stooping  to  turn  in- 
fsmer,  and  accusing  the  latter  of  breach  of  promise  on  a  lucrative 
job,  in  which  Sir  Fletcher  was  to  have  been  advantaged.t    It  is  very 

*  Od  the  clause  for  abolishing  the  Board  of  Trade,  Mr.  Eden  having  urged,  rather 
nolQckily,  in  its  defence,  the  2300  folio  voiumes  of  its  labours,  Mr.  Burke  said,  **he 
VIS  ready  to  accept  hie  defence  of  the  Boards  but  not  his  2300  volumes ;  they  would, 
however,  serve  as  a  monument,  under  which  both  he  and  his  clause  might  be  buried, 
ud  form  a  funeral  pile  for  them  as  large  as  one  of  the  pyramids  of  ^ypt.  Alas, 
poor  clause !"  he  exclaimed  **  if  it  be  thy  fate  to  be  put  to  death,  thou  shalt  be  glori- 
rasiy  entombed !  thou  shalt  lie  under  a  splendid  mausoleum!  the  oorners  of  thy 
coiotapb  shall  be  supported  by  Locke,  by  Addison,  by  Prior,  and  by  Molesworth  !** 
Gibbon,  himself  a  member  of  the  Board,  says  that,  upon  this  occasion,  **  the  Lords 
oTTrade  blushed  at  their  insignificance,  and  Mr.  Eden's  appeal  to  the  2300  volumes 
of  oar  Reports  served  only  to  excite  a  general  laugh :  it  must  be  allowed  that  our 
^ty  was  not  intolerably  severe,  and  that  I  enjoyed  many  days  and  weeks  of  repose, 
without  being  called  away  from  my  library  to  the  office."  The  numbers  on  the  di- 
»iiion  were,  for  abolishing  the  Board  of  Trade  207,  against  it  199.— Ed. 

t  Daring  this  debate  the  fact  first  came  out,  that  the  Speaker  and  the  Administration 
vere  not  upon  good  terms.  In  the  course  of  his  speech  Sir  Fletcher  observed,  that 
lAd  North  had  long  Avithdrawn  all  friendship  and  confidence  from  him.  Being 
called  upon  for  further  explanation,  he  stated,  that  upon  the  death  of  the  lato  Speaker 
be  bad  been  solicited  by  the  Duke  of  Graflon  to  accept  of  his  present  situation,  with 
an  onderstanding  that,  whenever  an  opportunity  offered,  he  should  hold  the  dine- 
core  office  of  Chief  Justice  in  Eyre,  as  an  equivalent  for  the  advantages  he  had 
fiiveo  np.:  notwithstanding  this  compact,  he  had  discovered,  that  a  negotiation  was 
ia  train  between  the  Minister  and  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
ky  which  the  latter  was  to  retire  on  a  pension,  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  ano- 
tberperson  to  supply  his  place,  and  to  the  utter  subversion  of  his  claim.  He  added, 
^t  money  had  been  proposed  to  be  given  and  received,  to  bring  about  the  arrange- 
"Bent.  Lord  North  declared,  that  he  knew  nothing  of  the  transaction  at  the  time, 
l^that  no  such  negotiation  was  on  foot  as  the  one  which  had  been  stated.  This 
vM^ht  on  much  altercation,  which  ran  into  assertion  and  direct  contradiction  be- 
tween the  Speaker  and  the  Minister,  and  which,  gave  rise  to  a  scene  that  had 
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Homeric  war  when  demi-gods  rail,  and  wound  one  another.  Astrea 
was  in  the  right  to  leave  earth,  when  Qther  divinities  tread  in  mortal 
paths,  and  in  such  dirty  ones.  We,  that  have  quitted  the  theatre, 
are  a  little  scandalized  at  such  doings,  of  whatever  side  one  is.  I 
wish  well  to  my  country,  but  I  wish  too  that  my  countrymen  de- 
served wishes  a  little  better. 

The  Court  still  holds  out ;  but  there  is  no  recovering  the  ground  that 
is  lost.  An  Opposition  so  sjiccessful  will  not  loiter  at  Capua^  All  the 
mercenaries  with  follow  Sir  Fletcher,  attd  pretend  it  is  the  cry  of  the 
nation  that  they  obey.  'The  longer,  too,  the  citadel  is  maintained, 
the  more  impatient  the  people  will  be  to  have  it  taken,  and  the  more 
they  will  be  excited  to  expect  it.  In  short,  a  speedy  change  is  the 
best  event  that  can  happen.  Passions  are  so  heated,  that  a  little  may 
set  them  in  a  blaze ;  and,  though  reformation  may  be  the  cause,  it  is 
not  good  that  reformers  should  be  in  a  rage  before  they  begin  their 
work.  They  undo  more  than  they  can  repair,  punish  without  trial, 
and  disgrace  the  service  before  they  have  effected  it.  It  is  the  na- 
ture, too,  of  human  torrents  to  turn  round  like  whirlpools ;  but,  as  I 
have  not  time  to  tell  you  more  facts,  I  certainly  have  none  to  make 
reflections,  which  age,  taking  itself  for  wisdom,  is  mighty  apt  to  dis- 
pense. My  letter  is  short,  but  that  is  all  that  is  necessary  to  prepara* 
tives.  I  declare,  in  spite  of  my  wisdom,  that  I  do  not  guess  what 
will  happen.  I  pray  for  the  peace  of  Jerusalem ;  but  what  the  Phari- 
sees or  Sadducees  will  do  next,  I  do  not  know. 


LETTER  CCCXXVI. 

Berkeley  Sqaare,  March  21, 1790. 

The  Court-stock,  that  last  week  was  eight  under  par,  is  got  up 
again  to  fifty-three  above  par.  Yesterday,  on  Burke's  Bill,  the  de- 
bate was  on  the  King's  Household ;  the  clause  for  cashiering  which 
was  rejected  at  one  in  the  morning  by  a  majority  of  fifty-three,* 
though  the  moment  before  that  question  the  Ministers  had  been  forced 
to  let  the  Contractor's  Bill  pass  without  a  division. 

Still  the  career  of  the  Opposition  is  certainly  a  little  checked,  and 
I  think  will  not  recover  by  the  recess  at  Easter,  when  the  Court  can 
work  more  efficaciously  than  they :  for  they  will  separate,  and  the 
Court  can  work  on  separate  men ;  and  will  not  only  have  recovered 
spirits  from  this  last  advantage,  but  from  being  thunderstruck  by  the 
rapid  progress  of  the  spirit  in  the  country.  Other  causes  have  con- 
tributed to  lower  the  Opposition;  causes  arising  from  themselves* 
The  profligate  and  blundering  impudence  of  the  Speaker  gave  the 

hardly  ever  been  exhibited  in  the  House.      The  complaint  and  ccmduct  of  t^ 
Speaker  was  commented  upon  in  a  strain  of  bitter  sarcasm  and  ironical  satire  i^ 
Mr.  Wedderburn,  the  law-officer  alluded  to. — Ed. 
*  The  clause  was  rejected  by  211  against  158. — En. 
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first  shock.  This  was  immediately  follorwed  by  as  dishonourable  an 
attack  OD  the  same  person,  Lord  North,  by  Temple  Lutterell,  one  of 
the  brothers  of  the  Duche^  of  Cumberland,  who  brought  a  direct 
charge  against  the  Minister  for  buying  a  borough,  which  Lutterell 
thought  he  himself  had  bought.  He  made  his  own  corrupt  practice 
very  clear,  and  could  not  prove  a  tittle  against  Lord  North.  The 
accusation  was  voted  frivolous,*  The  Opposition,  too,  had  thought 
to  carry  every  thing  sword  in  hand,  and,  owing  their  late  progress 
to  the  country  petitions,  they  affected  to  transfer  Parliamentary  power 
(0  the  associations,  who  were  very  ready  to  affect  Parliamentary 
airs,  aud  accordingly  assumed  cognizance  of  matters  actually  pend- 
iog  in  Parliament.  This  has  offended  moderate  men ;  and  many, 
who  approved  the  petitions,  were  alarmed  at  the  associations — with 
good  reason :  for  the  deputation,  composed  of  three  members  of  each 
committee,  which  is  assembled  in  London,  are  going  to  take  large 
strides  indeed,  and  intend  to  propose  to  their  several  counties  to  de- 
mand annual  Parliaments,  and  to  alter  the  mode  of  representation. 
The  first  would  be  an  alteratioil  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  last  a 
most  dangerous  violation  of  it ;  and  very  sorry  should  I  be  to  see 
either  attehipted.  Lord  Rockingham,  the  Cavendishes,  and  that  con- 
nexion, strenuously  resist  these  innovations.'  Lord  Shelburne  and 
Charles  Fox  push  them  impetuously,  though  at  first  both  opposed 
them :  but  the  first  will  stick  at  nothing  to  gratify  his  ambition ;  and 
the  latter  mtist  stick  at  nothing,  so  desperate  is  his  situation.  Thus, 
instead  of  trying  soberly  to  correct  and  restore  the  Constitution,  we 
are  leaping  at  once  to  improving  upon  it ;  and  thus  the  national  spirit 
that  had  arisen,  and  might  have  done  some  service,  will  be  wasted  in 
chimerical  projects,  arxd  only  sow  altercation.  However,  negative 
good  it  must  have  done,  for  it  has  checked  profusion  and  waste ;  and 
has  shown  the  Court  that  the  lion  was  dormant,  but  not  toothless. 

You  will  perceive,  perhaps,  that  my  conjectures  and  prognostics 
yary ;  and  it  is  natural  you  should  conclude  that  I  form  my  reason- 
ings from  the  moment.  So  I  do;  that  is  I  conjecture  from  present 
appearances,  but  I  reason  from  the  causes  that  make  appearances 
vary.  Bodies  of  men,  multitudes,  do  not  act  upon  one  regular  sys- 
tem; in  the  present  case,  the  committees  started  out  of  the  earth, 
were  not  set  on  foot  by  the  leaders  of  the  Opposition,  and  will  not  be 
led  by  them,  at  least  till  they  have  been  humoured  by  them  for  some 
time.  Besides,  their  own  leaders  may  not  have  just  the  same  views 
as  the  Parliamentary  leaders ;  and,  the  more  articles  either  or  both 
frame  for  the  political  creed  in  which  they  are  to  agree,  into  the 
more  sects  they  will  spilt.  So  much  the  better,  if  any  part  would 
violate  the  Constitution.  It  is  good  that  the  Court  should  know  it 
will  be  resisted  if  it  attempts  against  the  Constitution:  but  as  no 
country  ever  yet  had  so  good  a  one,   though   not  perfect,  I  do 

*  The  words  of  the  ameodment,  which  was  moved  by  Mr.  Holroyd,  ofterwards 
liffd  Sheffield,  were,  "  that  the  charge  brought  against  Lord  North  was  ill-founded 
tod  injoiious."    It  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. — £d. 
VOL.  u. — 13 
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not  desire  any  body  shouM  mend  it ;  because  I  do  not  know  that 
they  will  not  make  more  errors  than  they  found,  and  I  have  not  so 
high  an  opinion  of  the  virtue  or  wisdom  of  the  present  age  as  to 
discern  the  sublime  legislators  who  can  improve  the  system  Iai4 
down  at  the  Revolution.  To  that  point  let  us  nlways  return 
when  necessary.  It  will  be  time  enough  to  make  improvements 
afterwards. 

Observe,  this  letter  is  but  a  week  younger  than  my  last.  Your 
nephew  says  you  complained  of  my  silence,  but  owned  it  was  oc- 
casioned  by  the  delay  of  two  or  three  posts.  I  never  was  so  dili- 
gent. Now  I  shall  relax  a  little.  The  Parliament  will  go  into 
Easter  quarters  the  day  after  to-morrow  for  ten  days,  and  I  shall  go 
out  of  town  on  Friday.  It  will  be  a  grim  repose*  for  them ;  but  at 
least  you  will  not  expect  events  in  the  holidays.  It  will  be  better 
that  we  should  run  into  speculative  controversies  ths^n  into  a  civil 
war; — we  are  every  day  on  the  point  of  single  combats.  Yesterday 
one  was  very  near  between  Lord  Shelburne  and  Mr.  FuliartoniLord 
Stormont's  latei  secretary  at  Paris  ;t  for  I  assure  you,  terms  are  do 
more  managed  than  in  the  Senate  of  Rome,  where  duels  were  not 
the  fashion.     Well !  good  night ;  or  I  should  be  too  late  for  the  post. 


LETTER  CCCX2VIL 

Strawberry  Hill,  April  8, 1780. 

The  return  of  the  Parliament  will  naturally  make  you  impatient 
for  a  letter,  though  you  will  not  have  expected  so  much  as  this  will 
announce.  As  I  am  not  going  to  >yrite  a  romance  or  an  epic  poern» 
I  will  not  keep  your  attention  in  suspense,  but  tell  you  at  once  that 
the  Court  has  received  a  signal  defeat  already ;  in  which,  as  well 
as  in  fhe  preparations  for  the  engagement,  their  generals  have  mani- 
fested strange  negligence  and  want  of  conduct. 

On  Wednesday,  on  the  question  of  the  new-raised  regiments,  in 

•  **  Fair  laughs  the  morn,  and  soft  the  zephyr  blows, 

While  proudly  riding  o'er  the  azure  realm 
In  gallant  trim  the  gilded  vessel  goes; 

Youth  on  the  prow,  and  Pleasure  at  the  helm ; 
Regardless  of  the  sweeping  whirlwind's  sway, 
That,  hush'd  in  grim  repose^  expects  his  ev'ning  prey." 

Gray's  bard, 

t  After  being  Lord  Stormont's  private  secretary  at  Paris,  Mr.  Fullarton  WM 
elevated  to  the  rank  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  in  the -army ,  and  appointed  to  the  com- 
mand of  a  newly-raised  regiment.  The  Earl  of  Shelburne  animadverted  severely 
on  the  circumstance  in  the  House  of  Lords,  and,  in  the  course  of  his  speech,  desig* 
Dated  Mr.  Fullarton  as  a  mere  clerk,  a  commis.  The  latter  complained  of  the  iB' 
suit  in  his  place  in  the  House  of  Commons ;  bat,  the  House  4eclining  to  proceed  opon 
it,  the  "  single  combat"  anticipated  by  Walpole  took  place  in  Hyde  Park,  on  tbc 
22nd  of  March— Ed. 
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which  Mr.  Fallarton's  was  comprised^  the  Ministers  carried  them  in 
the  Honse  of  Commons  by  a  majority  of  nearly  forty.* 

The  next  day  was  appointed  for  consideration  of  the  Petitions 
from  the  counties  and  towns;  about  forty  of  which,  on  vast  parch- 
ments subscribed  by  thousands  of  names,  were  heaped  on  the  table. 
The  Opposition  had  kept  secret  their  intended  motions.  The  very 
first,  made  by  Mr.  Dunning,  was  a  thundering  one :  The  words  were, 
"That  the  inQuence  of  the  Crown  has  increased,  is  increasing,  and 
ought  to  be  diminished.**  The  walls  could  not  believe  their  own 
ears;  they  had  not  heard  such  language  since  they  had  a  wainscot. 
The  Ministers,  as  if  this  winter  were  at  all  like  the  five  last,  poorly 
tried  that  the  chairman  should  leave  the  chair ;  but  that  would  not 
take  DOW.  Thomas  Pitt,  who  never  spoke  so  well  before,  drew  a 
terrible  picture  of  the  difference  he  had  felt  between  his  former  jour- 
ney abroad  and  his. last;  from  what  he  knew  of  the  dissimilar  situa- 
tions of  his  country,  then  so  flourishing  now  so  fallen !  and  from 
what  he  heard  foreigners  say  of  it.  This  a|)OStrophe,  addressed  very 
bitterly  to  Lord  North,  threw  him  into  a  rage  against  the  Opposition, 
that  produced  mighty  tumult.  The  details  of  all  this,  and  more, 
70U  will  see  in  the  papers.  I  have  not  room  for  particulars.  In 
short,  late  at  night  Mr.  Dunning's  motion  was  carried  by  233  to 
215,  and,  as  uncommonly,  was  instantly  reported  to  the  Houscf 

The  blow  seems  to  me  decisive;  for  this  committee  is  to  continue 
sitting  on  the  petitions,  will  exclude  any  other  business,  will  extract 
from  the  petitions  whatever  propositions  it  pleases,  may  ground  on 
those  what  charges  it  has  a  mind,  and  will  carry  along  all  those  who 
kave  already  voted  on  that  foundation ;  so  that,  if  the  Ministers  at- 
tempt to  make  a  farther  stand,  nothing  seems  so  probable  as  their 
being  personally  accused.  To  combat  on  the  same  field  of  battle 
after  being  vanquished,  will,  in  my  opinion,  be  phrenzy.  It  is  to 
prevent  very  great  mischief  that  I  heartily  wish  them  to  retreat  be- 
fore it  is  too  late.  The  Constitution  is  vigorous  enough,  when  a  sud- 
den'torn  of  the  tide  can,  in  three  months,  sweep  away  a  deep-rooted 
Administration.  A  torrent  opposed  may  damage  the  foundation  of 
the  Constitution  itself. 

These  are  my  apprehensions;  but  whoever  would  preach  to  two 

*  The  numbers  on  the  division  were  102  agfainst  66. — ^Eo. 

t  The  motion  nnade  by  Mr.  Fox  for  immediately  reporting  the  resolution,  was 
opposed  by  I^ord  North,  as  being  unusual,  violent,  and  arbitrary ;  but  the  torrent 
v«8  too  strong  to  be  resisted.  The  exultation  and  triumph  on  one  side  of  the 
HoQse  was  only  equalled  by  the  depression  and  dismay  which  prevailed  on  the  side 
of  Administration.  "  Indeed/*  says  the  able  writer  of  the  historical  department  of 
the  Annual  Register,.**  when  the  nature  and  the  tendency  of  the  questions  are  con- 
iidered,and  the  minner  in  which  they  were  carried  is  attentively  viewed,  scarcely 
loy  thing  more  important  seems  to  have  been  so  proposed  and  carried  since  the 
Hevolution.  The  system  of  the  Court  was  shaken  to  its  foundation.  Without 
doors  the  joy  and  triumph  in  most  parts  of  England  Were  great  and  general;  and, 
though  not  displayed  in  the  same  manner,  would^not  perhaps  have  been  exceeded 
so  occasion  of  the  most  decisive  victory  over  a  foreiga  enemy." — ^Eo. 
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heated  antagonists  is  sure  of  being  listened  to  by  neither,  and  so  am 
come  hither  quietly  to  ponder  my  own  reflections. 

^  Whoever  has  seen  much,  and  has  read  a  little,  must  know  that  human 
affairs  are  subject  to  these  returns  of  troubles.  Gr^at  or  little,  they 
strike  the  present  spectator  as  infinitely  more  momentous  than  any 
greater  crisis,  of  which  he  has  only  read  coolly.  I  do  not  pretend 
that  this  is  a  common  or  small  moment ;  nay,  it  may  have  very  dis- 
tant consequences.  But  one  so  calm  as  I  am  grown«  and  so  retired 
as  I  live,  knows  that  even  the  disorders  of  na4ions  subside  after  a 
time,  and  therefore  I  have  at  least  as  much  curiosity  for  the  conclth 
sion  as  observation  on  the  events  as  they  pass ;  though  considering 
my  age  and  caducity,  my  curiosity  may  happen  not  to  be  gratified. 
Well !  all  one's  own  time  is  but  a  portiop  of  an  unfinished  history. 
One  does  not  come  on  the  stage  precisely  as  a  memorable  period 
commences,  nor  quit  it  just  when  the  curtain  drops.  Every  one  is 
to  the  history  of  his  country  like  his  own  hairs  to  himself, — millions 
fall  before  the  body  is  worn  out. 

The  orator  Dr.  Jebb*  is  not  the  physician,  but  his  brother.  I  shall 
stop  here,  because  this  is  not  to  set  out  till  Tuesday ;  and  as  I  shall 
return  to  town  on  Monday  which  probably  will  be  no  neutral  day,  I 
shall  reserve  the  rest  of  my  paper  for  its  contingencies.  Oh  1  I  had 
forgotten  that  in  my  last  I  spoke  of  Lord  Shelburne  and  Mr.  Fullarton 
as  having  been  likely  to  fight.  My  letter  was  scarcely  on  horseback 
before  they  did  fight,  as  you  have  seen  in  the  papers.  The  Earl  was 
wounded  in  the  groin,  just  where  Charles  Fox  was ;  on  which  Sir 
George  Savile  said  wittily,  that  Adam  and  Fullarton  had  tried  not 
only  to  cut  off  them,  but  their  posterity.  It  was  odd  that  the  same 
pistols  gave  both  wounds,  for  Adam  had  borrowed  FuUarton's. 

April  lllh. 
Religious  prophets  were  more  prudent  than  I;  they  commonly 
formed  their  predictions  after  events,  not  before.  Would  not  one 
have  thought  tnat  I,  who  have  often  denied  myself  guesses,  should 
have  beea  on  my  guard  against  soothsaying  ? — yet  here  am  I  already 
caught,  and  the  dupe  of  my  own-penetration :  not  but  the  Administration 
was  beaten  again  yesterday;  yet  only  by  iioot— just  enough  to  contra- 
dict this  letter,  and  bring  poor  me  to  shame :  in  short,  nothing  is  consist- 
ent for  two  days.    Fluctuation  is  the  ruling  daemon  of  the  times — ^and 

♦  Dr.  John  Jebb»  eldest  son  of  Dr.  John  Jebb,  Dean  of  Cashel,  and  brother  of 
Sir  Richard,  the  physician,  was  a  man  much  celebrated  among  the  violent  partisans 
for  unbounded  liberty,  religious  and  political.  He  was  a  warm  friend  to  the  cause 
of  the  Americans,  a  strenuous  advocate  for  annual  parliaments  and  universal  suf- 
frage, a  writer  in  newspapers,  and  a  speaker  at  public  meetings.  He  died  in  1786^ 
and,  in  the  following  year,  his  theological,  medical,  political,  and  miscellaneous 
works  were  published^  in  three  volumes,  by  Dr.  Disney. — Ed, 

t  The  division  on  this  occasion  was  215  to  213.  It  took  place  upon  Mr.  Dunning's 
motion,  that  it  was  incompatible  with  the  independence  of  Parliament,  that  persons 
holding  certain  offices  at  Court  should  be  entitled  to  hold  seats  in  the  House  of 
CommooB — ^Eix 
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perbafM  a  propitious  one !  it  may  prevent  a  more  mischievous  devil 
from  rioting  at  will.  Take  notice,  that,  while  any  of  these  Incubi 
reign,  I  will  not  be  their  Flamen  and  give  out  their  oracles.  I  will 
henceforth  only  tell  you  where  they  have  left  prints  of  their  foot- 
steps. 


LETTER  CCCXXVm. 

Strawberry  Hill,  April  17, 1780. 

Fluctuation  is  the  present  mot  of  the  House  of  Commons.    Lord 

North  had  a   considerable   majority,  considering  the   moment,  on 

;   Thursday.    The  question  was  to  read  a  second  time  the  bill  to  dis- 

:   franchise  the  Officers  of  the  Revenue.*    As  the  increase  of  them,  by 

;   tiie  addition  of  taxes,  has  magnificently  increased  the  influence  of 

i   the  Crown,  the  refusal  of  cashiering  them  as  voters  is  not  very  con- 

sequeDiial  logic  after  the  vote  of  the  former  week,  that  that  influence 

ought  to  be  diminfshed  !    The  Court  took  a  bolder  step  on  Friday, 

lad  rejected  the  Bill  for  dismembering  contractors,  which  the  Com- 

moos  had  sent  to  the  Lords,  who  threw  it  out.f    This  measure  would 

:   have  created  a  raging  flame  in  the  Commons  this  very  day — but  the 

Commons  are  laid  up  in  the  person  of  their  Speaker.    He  declared 

:  himself  so  exhausted  in  the  Chair  on  Friday,  and  so  ill,  that  the  ten- 

I  der  House,  to  both  sides  which  his  alternate  virtues  must  be  dear, 

!  Imve  adjourned  to  this  day  sevennight ;%  however,  it  is  said  he  de- 

j  signs  to  abdicate.    A  greater  quantity  of  fuel,  no  doubt,  will  be  pre- 

i  pared  on  the  Contractors'  Bill ;  but  premeditated  conflagrations  do 

Dot  always  kindle  like  the  combustibles  of  passion.    The  new  tests 

ofthe  Associations  have  been  rejected  by  four  or  five  counties.    I 

am  heartily  glad.    I  like  few  or  no  tests,  and  not  at  all  the  changes 

ofthe  Constitution  at  which  they  were  aimed. 

You  say  Prussia  forbade  Russia  to  assist  us,  to  which  she  was  in- 
clined.  Truly,  she  is  a  most  passive  or  weathercock  desp()t  1    Ladies 

*  Mr.  Crew's  bill  for  disabling  Revefnue  Officers  from  voting  at  elections  was,  on 
the  13th  thrown  out  bj  a  majority  of  224  to  195.— Ed. 
,  t  On  the  14th,  the  bill,  which  had  been  sent  up  from  the  Commons  for  prevent- 

I  ingpenons  concerned  in  Contracts  with  the  Government  from  sitting  in.  the  House 

I  of  Commons,  was  rejected  by  the  Lords  by  61  to  41. — ^Ed. 

\  The  adjournment  of  the  House  to  the  24th  was  moved  by  Mr.  Dunning. 
"Nothing,"  says  the  Annual  Register,  ••'ever  happened  more  fortunately  in  favour 
^aoy  Administration  than  the  illness,  at  this  pneculiar  juncture,  of  the  Speaker, 
h seemed  as  if  nothing  else  could  at  that  time  have  saved  them.  The  recess,  indeed, 
Vtt not  long;  bat  it  produced  extraordinary  and  unexpected  efiects.  It  afibrded 
^  and  opportunity  for  using  effectual  means  ta  bring  the  numerous  deserters  from 
^  Court,  who  had  been  afnid  to  oppose  the  late  popular  torrent,  back  to  their 
>n^inal  standard.  In  effect,  the  meeting  ofthe  house,  after  this  short  recess,  pre- 
Koted  so  new  a  face  and  appearanf  e  of  things,  and  such  a  total  change  of  temper 
«Mi  ^ipositioiit  that  il  seemed  no  longer  the  sane  idtntical  body."— Ed. 

18» 
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too,  that  are  forbidden  to  please  themselves,  are  seldom  so  passive  at. 
to  exceed  the  command  of  the  probibitor.  And.  yet  she  has  sent  qs 
a  Memorial,  or  (in  the  modern  phrase  for  a  bitter  potion)  a  rescript, 
thftt  Villi  mightily  manacle  the  vivacity  of  our  privateers.^  As  all 
Europe  is  obdurate,  I  vtrish  they  would  go  farther,  and  one  and  all 
impose  peace  on  us  and  our  enemies.  That  would  be  mercy  to 
mankind ;  but  at  what  Ratisbon  is  there  a  precedent  of  such  pacifi- 
cation registered  ?  The  D'Alemberts  and  Diderots,  who  are  so  lavish 
of  incense  to  philosophic  sovereigns,  are  forced  to  content  themselves 
with  mighty  problematic  sparkles  of  philosophy ! 

I  begin  this  letter,  because  lam  here  idle:  perhaps  I  shall  not  finish 
it  this  week.  I  am  sorry  my  recommandif'is  so  unwise  for  himself  as 
not  to  cultivate  you  more.  I  am  satisfied  of  his  virtues,  but  am  aot 
^o  clear  that  be  knows  moch  of  the  world.  I  doubt  his  patriotism  » 
a  little  of  Spartan  hue,,  that  is,  morose;  at  least  I  shall  deem  it  soj  if 
your  humanity  does  not  smooth  it.  Here,  I  believe,  it  will  soon  be  dif- 
ficult to  be  allowed  any  moderation;  but  surely  one  has  no  occasion 
to  wear  one's  badge  constantly  at  the  distance  of  above  a  thousand 
miles.  Well ;  you  have  temper,  and  will  not  take  notice  of  it.  I  am 
satisfied  of  your  complaisance  foi:  my  proUgis;  arid,  if  they  do  not 
meet  it  as  they  ought,  I  am  not  so  unreasonable  as  to  expect  or  desire 
you  to  press  it  upon  them.  I  remember  Sir  William  Maynard  was 
very  impertinent  on  opposite  politics.^  You  must  smite  as  I  do  when 
I  content  neither  side.  Methinks  it  is  a  desirable  certificate.  One 
should  have  charity  for  all  sorts  of  opinions  on  religion  and  govern- 
ment ;  for  no  person  can  be  absolutely  sure  he  is  in  the  right  on  either. 
Were  any  mode  in  either  self-evidently  true,  no  body  could  dispute 
on  them ;  but,  as  men  have  disputed,  fought,  nay  died,  for  almost 
every  mode  and  against  every  mode,  their  probabilities  are  but  ap«*t- 
itre.  I  am  a  settled  Whig ;  for,  if  one  thinks,  one  must  before  my 
age  have  fixed  one^s  creed  by  the  lamp  of  one's  own  reason :  but  I 
have  much  Quakerism  in  my  composition,  and  prefer  peace  to  doc- 
trines. I  have  so  much  weakness  and  worldliness  too  in  my  nature^ 
that,  having  a  poor  opinion  of  my  own  infallibility,  I  can  but  suspect 
myself  of  as  much  prejudice  and  passion  as  I  descry  in  others;— 
one  may  be  very  sure  of  one's  own  faults,  but  one  may  judge  rashly 
and  unfairly  on  those  of  others. 

.  22d. 

I  could  not  amass  complement  enough  for  my  letter,  and  shall 
therefore  reserve  it  to  Tuesday  next.  The  mountain  has  been  de- 
livered of  a  tooth ;  i.  e.  the  Speaker  has  had  one  drawn,  and  will  re- 

*  This  was  the  Manifesto  of  th«  96th  of  Febroary,  issued  by  the  Court  of  St 
Petersburgh,  which  was  the  means  of  forming,  under  the  name  of  an  Armed  Neo- 
trality,  that  formidable  naval  and  military  alliance  and  confederaey  .between  the 
Northern  powers  to  which  most  of  the  neutral  states  in  Earope  aflerwarda  acceded. 

t  Mr.  Windham. 

X  Sir  William  Maynard  wu  a  Jaoobitev 
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turn  to  the  fi[oose  on  Monday, — they  say,  for  the  rest  of  this  session ; 
though,  they  nay,  against  the  advice  of  the  physicians.  You  see, 
when  virtue  seizes  people  late,  it  makes,  them  Ask  even  life  itself  in 
the  service  of  their  country ! 

25th. 
I  am  but  just  come  to  town,  and  find  that  the  livery  of  the  House 
of  Commons  is  still  turned  up  with  changeable,  or  rather  is  returned 
10  the  Royal  colours.  Dunning  moved  yesterday  to  address  the  King 
that  the  Parliament  might  not  be  prorogued  or  dissolved  till  the  de- 
mands of  the  petitions  are  satisfied.  The  motion  was  rejiected  by 
254  to  203.  On  this  repulse,  the  Opposition  adjourned  their  com- 
mittee to  that  day  sevennight,  to  have  time  to  meditate  one  decisive 
measure;  wbich,  if  rejected,  Charles  Fox  declared  he  should  advise 
aecession,  as  having  no  hopes  of  redress  of  grievances.  That  im- 
plies recourse  to  the  people.  As  a  new  Parliament  is  so  near,  re- 
course to  the  people  may  imply  that  the  people,  if  they  will  be  re- 
lieved, must  choose  representatives  accordingly.  Such  steps  are  con- 
stitutional ;  and,  while  we  have  those  remedies,  I  hope  we  shall  never 
have  any  other.  The  session  \vill  probably  end  much  sooner  than 
was  expected ;  but  when  one  guesses,  from  the  sky,  of  the  day,  you 
must  not  depend  upon  such  an  almanac- maker. 


LETTER  CCCXXIX. 

Berkeley  Square,  May  13, 1780. 
Mr  letters  keep  touch  with  the  pulse  of  the  times :  they  are  redou- 
bled, or  intermitted,  or  periodic,  according  as  the  political  infiamma- 
tioD  increases,  abates,  or  gives  place  to  the  common  course  of  things* 
Of  late  I  have  been  silent,  because  the  daily  papers  told  you  the  ordi- 
nary events,  and  that  nothing  singular  had  happened.  The  Ministe- 
rial recovery  is  confirmed ;  the  rejection  of  the  Contractors'  Bill  by 
the  House  of  Lords  occasioned  no  ferment,  and  in  tbe  country  the 
Associations  seem  at  least  to  doze.  The  Opposition  are  not  very 
unanimous,  and  their  leaders  have  no  grounds  for  reproaching  the 
Ministers  with  want  of  conduct.  The  session,  I  conjecture,  will 
end  sooner  than  is  expected,  from  general  weariness.  The  public  is 
tired  of  attending  \o  their  debates ;  and  the  chiefs  will  be  sick  of  dis- 
appointments ;  especially  when  not.  consoled  by  the  thorough-bass  of 
attention  and  applause  without  doors*  In  short,  it  is  my  opinion  that 
the  vigour  of  this  country  is  worn  out,  and  is  not  likely  to  revive.  I 
think  it  is  pretty  much  the  same  case  with  Europe.  I  remember  that, 
some  years  ago,  I  used  to  tell  you  that  this  is  an  age  of  abortions. 
May  not  this  be  founded  on  a  still  more  general  truth  ?  May  not  our 
globe  be  arrived  at  senility  7    Its  youth  animated  Asia,  and  displayed 
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yet  noi  concerned  in  the  petition,  were  assaulted  ;*  many  of  their 
glasses  were  broken,  and  many  of  their  persons  torn  out  of  the  car- 
riages. Lord  Boston  was  thrown  down  and  almost  trampled  to 
death ;  and  the  two  Secretaries  of  State,  the  Master  of  the  Ordnance, 
and  Lord  Willoughby  were  stripped  of  their  bags  or  wigs,  and  the 
three  first  came  into  the  House  with  their  hair  all  dishevelled.  The 
chariots  of  Sir  George  Savile  and  Charles  Turner ,.lwo  leading  advo* 
cates  for  the  late  toleration,  though  in  Opposition,  Were  demolished ; 
and  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Burke  were  denounced  to  the  mob  as 
proper  objects  for  sacrifice.t  Lord  Mahon  laboured  to  pacify  the 
tempest,  and,  towards  eight  and  nine,  prevailed  on  so  many  to  dis- 
perse, that  the  Lords  rose  and  >  departed  in  quiet ;  but  every  avenue 
to  the  other  House  was  besieged  and  blockaded,  and  for  four  hours 
they  kept  their  doors  locked,  though  some  of  the  warmest  members 
proposed  to  sally  out,  sword  in  hand,  and  cut  their  way.  Lord 
North  and  that  House  behaved  with  great  firmness,  and  would  not 
submit  to  give  any  other  satisfaction  to  the  rioters,  than  to  consent  to 
take  the  Popish  laws  into  consideration  on  the  following  Tuesdays 
and  calling  the  justices  of  the  peace,  empowered  them  .to  call  out  the 
whole  force  of  the  county  to  quell  the  riot^ 

The  magistrates  soon  brought  the  horse  and  foot  guards,  and  the 
pious  ragamuffins  soon  fled,  so  little  enthusiasm  fortunately  had  in- 
spired them ;  at  least  all  their  religion  consisted  in  outrage  and  plun- 
der;  for  the  Duke  of  Northumberland,  General  Grant,  Mr.  Mackinsy^ 
and  others  had  their  pockets  picked  of  their  watches  and  snuff-boxes* 
Happily,  not  a  single  life  was  lost. 

This  tumult,  which  was  over  between  nine  and  ten  at  night,  had 

•  "  It  is  hardly  possible,"  wrote  one  who  wa&  present,  "  to  conceive  a  more  gro- 
tesque appearance  than  the  House  exhibited.  Some  of  their  lordships,  with  their 
bair  about  their  shoulders;  others  smutted  with  dirt;  moat  of  them  as  pale  as  the 
Gboat  id  Hamlet,  and  all  of  them  standing  up,  in  their  several  places,  and  apeakiog^ 
at  the  same  time."  Lord  Mansfield  came  in  with  his  wig  diaheveUed;  the  Arch- 
bishop of  York  had  his  long  sleeves  torn  off  and  fliHig  in  his  face;  the  Bishop  of  Lio- 
coln*s  carriage  was  destroyed,  and  himself  taken,  in  a  fainting  ik,  into  a  house;  the 
Duke  of  Northumberland  was  robbed  of  bis  watch  and  purse ;  and  Lord  Sandwich 
narrowly  escaped  destruction  J* — Ed. 

t  Mr.  Burke,  in  his  way  to  the  Hooae,  on  the  9th,  was  surrounded  by  some  of 
the  moat  respectable  of  the  petitioners,  who  expostulated  with  hiro  on  hie  conduct, 
in  abetting  Sir  George  Savile*s  motion  for  the  Roman  Catholic  Bill :  he  said,  he 
certainly  had  seconded  it,  and  thought  himself  justified  in  so  doing ;  he  understood 
he  was  a  marked  man,  and  therefore  he  had  walked  out  singly  amongst  them,  coo- 
scions  of  having  done  nothing  that  deserved  their  conanre,  having  always  been  the 
advocate  of  the  people.  Mr.  Burke*s  residence  in  the  Broad  Sanctuary  was  more 
than  once  threatened;  and  he  himself  reviled  as  a  Jesuit  in  disgmse,  nicknamed 
Neddy  St.  Oraer*s,  and  caricatured  as  a  monk  stirring  up  the  fires  of  Smithfielji. 
He  thus  notices  the  above  adventure,  in  a  letter  written  shortly  after  to  a  friend  in 
Ireland : — "  My  wife  being  safely  lodged,  I  spent  part  of  the  next  day  in  the  street 
amidst  -this  wild  assembly,  into  whose  hands  I  delivered  myself,  informing  th^ 
who  I  was.    Some  of  them  were  malignant  and  fanatical,  but  I  think  the  far  greats 

rirt  of  those  whom  I  saw  were  rather  dissolute  and  unruly  than  very  iU-dispoaed.^ 
even  found  friends  and  well-wisbew  amongst  the  blue-cockadesj* — ^Eik. 
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icaroe  ceased  before  it  broke  out  in  two  other  quarters.  Old  Has- 
lan^V  chapel  was  broken  open  and  plundered ;  and  as  he  is  a  Prince 
of  Smugglers  as  well  as  Bavarian  Minister,  great  quantities  of  run 
tea  and  cootraband  goods  were  found  in  his  house.  This  one  can- 
not lament ;  and  still  less,  as  the  old  wretch  has  for  these  forty  years 
usurped  a  hired  house,  and  though  the  proprietor  for  many  years  has 
offered  to  remit  his  arrears  of  rent,  he  will  neither  quit  the  bouse  nor 
pay  for  it.  ' 

Monsieur  Cordon,  the  Sardinian  Minister,  suffered  still  more.  The 
mob  forced  his  chapel,  stole  two  silver  lamps,  demolished  every  thing 
else,  threw  the  benches  into  the  street,  set  them  on  fire,  carried  the 
brands  into  the  chapel,  and  set  fire  to  that ;  and,  when  the  engines 
came,  would  not  sufier  them  to  play  till  the  guards  arrived,  and 
«aved  the  house  and  probably  all  that  part  of  the  town.  Poor 
Madame  Cordon  was  confined  by  illness.  My  cousio,  Thomas  Wal- 
pole,  who  lives  in  Lincoln's-Inn-Fields,  went  to  her  rescue,  and  drag- 
ged her,  for  she  could  scarce  stand  with  terror  and  weakness,  to  his 
own  bouse. 

I  doubt  this  narrative  will  not  reapproach  you  and  Mr.  Windham, 
ihave  received  yours  of  the  20th  of  last  month. 

You  will  be  indignant  that  such  a  mad  dog  as  Lord  George  should 
not  be  knocked  on  the  head.  Colonel  Murray  did  tell  him  in  the 
House,  that,  if  any  lives  were  lost,  his  lordship  should  join  the  number.f 
^Nor  yet  is  he  so  lunatic  as  to  deserve  pity.  Besides  being  very  de- 
bauched, he  has  more  knavery  than  mission.  What  will  be  decided 
OD  him,  1  do  not  know ;  every  man  that  heard  him  can  convict  him 
of  the  worst  kind  of  sedition:  but  it  is  dangerous  to  constitute  a  ras- 
cal a  martyr.  I  trust  we  have  not  much  holy  fury  left;  I  am  per- 
suaded that  there  was  Car. more  dissoluteness  than  enthusiasm  in  the 
ffiobi  yet  the  episode  is  very  disagreeable.  I  came  from  town  yes- 
terday to  avoid  the  birthday.  We  have  a  report  here  that  the  Papists 
last  night  burnt  a  Presbyterian  meeting-house,  but  I  credit  nothing 
now  on  the  first  report.  It  was  said  to  be  intended  on  Saturday,  and 
the  guards  patrolled  the  streets  at  night ;  but  it  is  very  likely  that 
Saint  George  Gordon  spread  the  insinuation  himself. 

My  letter  cannot  set  out  before  to-morrow ;  therefore  I  Mrill  post- 
pone the  conclusion.  In  the  mean  time  I  must  scold  you  very  seri- 
ously for  the  cameo  you  have  sent  me  by  Mr.  Morrice.    This  house 

*  CoQDt  Haslang,  Minister  from  the  Elector  of  Bavaria :  be  had  been  here  frooi 
the  year  1740.  [He  died  io  May  1783,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three,  afler  an  embassy 
of  forty-four  years. — Ed.] 

t  Lord  George  went  out  several  times  and  harangued  the  people,  pointing  oat 
Rcb  members  as  were  opposing  the  petition,  particularly  Mr.  Burke.  An  eye-wit- 
ness states,  that  General  Conway  and  several  other  members  expostulated  with 
iiim  ?ery  warmly  on  the  mischiefs  that  might  arise  from  such  conduct,  and  that 
Colonel  Gordon,  a  near  relation,  went  up  to  him  and  accosted  him  in  the  following 
vords,  **  My  Ijord  George,  do  you  intend  to  bring  your  rascally  adherents  into  the 
ttmse  1 1f  you  do,  the  first  man  of  them  that  enters,  I  will  plunge  my  sword*— not 
into  his,  but  into  your  body.*' — ^Ed. 
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is  full  of  your  presents  and  of  my  blushes.  I  love  any  one  of  them 
as  an  earnest  of  your  friendship ;  but  I  hate  so  many.  You  force 
upon  me  ap  air  most  contrary  lo  my  disposition.  I  cannot  thank 
you  for  your  kindness ;  I  entreated  you  to  send  me  nothing  more. 
Yoa  leave  me  no  alternative  but  to  seem  interested  or  ungrateful.  I 
can  only  check  your  generosity  by  being  brutal.  If  I  had  a  grain  of 
power,  I  would  affront  you  and  call  your  presents  bribes.  I  never 
gave  you  any  thing  but  a  coffee-pot.  If  I  could  buy  a  diamond  as 
big  as  the  Caligula,  and  a  less  would  not  be  so  valuable,  I  would  send 
it  you.  In  one  word,  I  will  not  accept  the  cameo,  unless  you  give 
me  a  promise  under  your  hand  that  it  shall  be  the  last  present  yoa 
send  me.  I  cannot  stir  about  this  house  without  your  gifts  staring 
me  in  the  face.  Do  you  think  I  have  no  conscience?  I  am  sorry 
Mr.  Morrice  is  no  better,  and  wonder  at  his  return.  What  can  in- 
vite him  to  this  country  1    Home  never  was  so  homely. 

It  is  not  true  that  a  meeting-house  has  been  burnt.  1  believe  a 
Popish  chapel  in  the  city  has  been  attacked :  and  they  talk  here  of  • 
some  disturbance  yesterday,  which  is  probable;  for,  when  grace, 
robbery,  and  mischief  make  an  alliance,  they  do  not  like  to  ^ve 
over : — but  ten  miles  from  the  spot  arc  a  thousand  from  truth.  My 
letter  must  go  to  town  before  night,  or  would  be  too  late  for  the  post 
If  you  do  not  hear  from  me  again  immediately,  you  will  be  sure  that 
this  bourrasque  has  subsided. 

.    Thursday  8th. 

I  am  exceedingly  vexed.  I  sent  this  letter  to  Berkeley  Square  on 
Tuesday,  but  by  the  present  confusions  my  servant  did  not  receive  it 
in  time.  I  came  myself  yesterday,  I  found  a  horrible  scene.  Lord 
Mansfield's  house  was  just  burnt  down,  and  at  night  there  were 
shocking  disorders.  London  and  Southwark  Were  on  fire  in  six 
places ;  but  the  regular  troops  quelled  the  sedition  by  daybreak,  and 
every  thing  now  is  quiet.  A  camp  of  ten  thousand  men  is  formed  in 
Hyde  Park,  and  regiments  of  horse  and  foot  arrive  every  hour. 

Friday  morn.  9th. 
All  has  been  quiet  to-night.    I  am  going  to  Strawberry  for  a  little 
rest.    Your  nephew  told  me  last  night  that  he  sends  you  constant 
journals  just  now. 
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Strawberry  HilU  June  14, 1780. 
The  Pope  needs  not  be  alarmed  :  the  rioters  thought  much  more 
of  plundering  those  of  their  own  communion,  than  his  holiness's  flock. 
To  demolish  law  and  prisons  was  their  next  great  object ;  and  to  re- 
lease prisoners,  the  only  gospel-work  they  performed.  What  was 
the  view  of  the  arch-incendiary  I  do  not  know,  nor  what  seditious 
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piftos  were  eografted  on  or  iocorporated  with  bis  Calvanistic  refor- 
oatioD ;  bat  it  is  certain  tbat  the  number  of  the  perpetrators  of  all 
the  mischief  was  very  inconsiderable,  and  two-thirds  apprentices  and 
wotneo.  Two  fortunate  circumstances  are  amazing ;  that  a  large 
portioD  of  the  town- was  not  burnt»  and  that  not  a  single  person  of 
aoy  name  is  killed.  The  damage,  on  the  contrary,  is  estimated  at 
a  million.  I  do  not  send  you  particulars,  for  your  nephew  told  me 
you  should  have  a  journal  of  them  from  him. 

The  spectacle — ^for  I  was  there  o^  the  blackest  night,  the  Wed- 
nesday,—was  tremendous  and  shocking.  The  monster  that  conjured 
op  this  tempest  is  now  manacled  in  the  Tower. — But  what  a  nation 
is  Scotland ;  in  every  reign  engendering  traitors  to  the  State,  and 
lalse  and  pernicious  to  the  Kings  that  favour  it  the  most  I  National 
prejudices,  I  know,  are  very  vulgar;  but,  if  there  are  national  cha- 
racteristics, can  one  but  dislike  the  soils  and  climates  that  concur  to 
produce  them  J  > 

I  shall  suspend  the  prosecution  of  this  letter^  for  the  papers  say 
our  ports  are  still  shut.  They  will  soon  be  re-opened,  I  trust ;  for 
tranquillity  is  restored  in  the  capital,  and  in  the  country  has  not 
been  disturbed  but  for  one  moment  at  Bath,  though  near  a  fortnight 
it  elapsed  since  the  first  tumult. 

Berkeley  Square,  Friday,  16tb. 

1  shall  change  my  mind,  and  s^nd  away  this  fragment  to-night ;  as/ 
though  short,  it  will  contain  two  pieces  of  intelligence  that  will  give 
you  joy,  and  I  doubt  you  want  some  cordials. 

Yesterday  arrived  an  account  of  the  surrender  of  Charlestown  to 
Sir  Henry  Clinton:  like  the  jaundice,  I  turn  every  thing  to  the  co- 
lour of  my  mind,  and  cry,  "  Will  it  advance  peace  ?"  It  certainly 
will  have  good  effect  here,  and  discourage  mutineers. — I  have  not 
time  to  dilate  more. 

The  King  and  his  royal  brothers*  are  reconciled.  This  is  my 
«econd  good  article. — But  the  best  of  all  is,  that  we  are  perfectly 
tranquil;  and  ten  days  having  passed  since  the  black  Wednesday, 
and  DO  accounts  having  come  of  the  least  disturbance,  except  a  mo- 
ineotary  one  at  Bath,  it  is  fairly  to  be  presumed  that  the  whole  na- 
tioo  is  shocked  at  the  late  savage  tumults. 

Here  the  scandal  taken  is  so  universal,  or  shame  or  fear,  that  not 
asiogle  person  has  been  or  sent  to  inquire  after  the  arch-incendiary. 
Wilkes  has  very  sensibly  ridden  home  on  Lord  George,  and  distin- 
guished himself  by  zeal  and  spirit.f 

One  strange  circumstance  in  the  late  delirium  was  the  mixture  of 

*  Prince  William  Henry  Dake  of  Gloucester,  and  Prince  Henry  Duke  of  Cum- 

t  Dr.  JohnsoD,  in  a  letter  to  Mrs.  Thrale  of  the  10th,  says,  **  The  rioters  at- 
lenpted  the  Bank.  Jack  Wilkes  headed  the  party  that  drove  them  away.  Jack 
glares,  that  if  be  be  trusted  with  power,  he  will  not  leave  a  rioter  alive.  Wo 
fijigbten  one  another  with  reports  that  seventy  thousand  Scots  are  about  to  come 
vher  with  the  Dukes  of  Gordon  and  Argyll,  and  eat  us,  and  hang  us,  or  drown 
^'i  but  we  are  all  at  quiet" — £d. 
VOL.  n.— 14 
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rage  and  consideration  in  the  mob.  In  most  of  (be 'fires  they  Anew 
furniture  into  the  street,  did  not  bum  it  in  the  houses ;  nay,  made 
several  small  bonfires,  lest  a  large  one  should  spread  to  buildings. 
They  would  not'stiffer  engines  to  play  on  the  devoted  edifices;  yet, 
the  moment  the  objects  were  consumed,  played  the  engines  on  con- 
tiguous houses  on  each  side  I  It  is  all  unaccountable,  and  I  can  yet 
send  you  no  consistent  narrative.  Much  appears  to  have  been  sod- 
den fury,  and  in  many  places  the  act  of  few.  In  other  lights  it  looks 
like  plan  and  deep  premeditation.  Whether  it  will  ever  be  unravelled, 
I  know  not;  or  whether,  like  the  history  of  darker  ages,  falsehood 
will  become  history,  and  then  distant  periods  conjecture  that  we  have 
transmitted  very  blundered  relations:  but,  when  I  know  so  little  of 
what  has  passed  before  my  own  eyes,  I  shallnot  guess  how  posterity 
will  form  their  opinions.    Adieu  I    I  have  not  time  to  say  more. 
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Berkeley  Square,  July  6, 178ft 
If  I  did  not  think  that  you  have  %  satisfaction  in  hearing  from  me, 
and  were  not  unwilling  to  grow  remiss  after  a  perseverance  of  forty 
years,  I  should  be  disposed  to  devolve  on  your  nephew  the  function 
of  sending  you  intelligence.  In  good  truth,  I  am  ashamed  of  the  of- 
fice. We  make  a  ridiculous  figure  in  every  light:  there  is  no  dignity 
or  consistence  any  where.  The  Government,  the  Parliament,  the 
parties,  or,  rather  the  factions  or  rather  the  fractions,  do  and  undo, 
cross  over  and  figure  in,  and  seem  to  have  neither  plan  nor  object. 

The  incoherencies  of  the  last  six  months  could  only  be  described 
by  a  person  accustomed  to  draw  out  dances  for  the  stage.  In  De- 
cember the  tide  ran  into  petitions  and  associations :  the  House  of 
Commons  voted  the  danger  of  prerogative,  unvoted  it  again,  were 
for  satisfying  the  petitioners,  and  then  did  not  give  them  a  crumb  of 
bread  :  then  we  were  alarmed  with  Popery,  and  the  town  was' set  on 
fire :  next,  we  were  to  revise  toleration, — that  was  changed  for  new 
precautions  against  increase  of  Papists:  then  our  Lords  the  Bishops 
were  for  tolerating  Popery  because  it  was  decreasing:  then  tiic 
Chancellor  declared  he  had  always  disliked  the  indulgence ;  but,  lo 
contradiction  to  the  favourers  of  it,  would  himself  favour  their  edu* 
eating  their  children  :  and  then— ay,  then,— the  new  bill  of  regula- 
tions was  thrown  out,  no  body  knows  why  or  wherefore.*  If  y^" 
can  make  head  or  tail  of  all  this,  you  are  wiser  than  1 1 

*  When  Sir  George  Savile's  bill  for  securing  the  Protestant  religion  from  ""J 
encroachmeDts  of  Popery,  by  restraining  Papist  from  teaching  the  chilarcn  w 
Protestants,  was  brought  up  from  the  Commons,  the  Lords  in  general,  including  |^ 
right  reverend  bench,  appeared  much  on  the  side  of  toleration ;  hot  several  ot  to^ 
peers  considering  it  as  a  great  indignity  to  Parliament  to  pass  a  bill  which  c«"? 
all  the  appearance  of  being  forced  upon  them  by  outrage  and  threat^  upon  its  ^^^» 
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The  oe^t  chapter  is  that  or  the  rioterst  whose  trials  are  begun*  A 
score  have  been  tried,  and  most  of  them  condemned.  They  are  ap- 
preotices»  women»  a  black  giri,  and  two  or  three  escaped  convic(9t 
And  these  Catilines,  without  plan,  plot,  connexiont  or  object^  threw 
a  million  of  inhabitants  into  consternation,  burnt  their  bouses*  about 
their  ear3,  besieged  the  Parliament*  drove  it  to  adjourn  for  ten  dayst 
aod  have  saddled  the  capital  with  ten  thousand  men ;  and  still  terrify 
tts  80  dreadfully*  that  we  dare  not  dismiss  two  camps  at  our  gates* 
lest  a  Negro  miss*  and  her  regiment  of  street-walkers,  should  over- 
turn the  State.  Not  a  Frenchman*  not  an  American*  appears  to 
have  bad  a  finger  in  a  single  outrage.  Oh  1  we  are  a  magnanimous 
people  I  aod  Europe  must  wait  with  awe  for  the  result  of  this  cam* 
paign  of  bonfires  I  I  am  so  ashamed  of  this  dinouement  of  a  tra- 
gedy that  was  horrible  to  behold  from  the  number  of  conflagrations* 
aod  which  becomes  ridiculous  when  one  perceives  how  easily  it  might 
bave  been  prevented  or  suppressed,*  that  I  shall  beg  to  be  excused 
from  saying. any  more  upon  it,  and  shall  change  it  for  a  private  sub*- 
jeet,  that  is  very  agreeable  to  me ;  and*  when  the  public  stands  in  a 
contemptible  light*  domestic  events  rise  in  importance. 

Lord  £gremont,t  who  has  for  some  time  been  in  love  with  my 
niece  Lady  Maria  Waldegrave,  the  Duchess's  second  daughter*  has 
at  last  had  an  audience,  and  demanded  her.  He  is  eight-and-twenty* 
is  haodaome*  and  has  between  twenty  and  thirty  thousand  a-year. 
You  may  imagine  he  was  not  rejected  by  either  mother  or  daughter. 
The  daughter*  with  a  charming  person,  is  less  beautiful  than  either 
of  her  sisters*  though  more  liked  by  most  men.  ,  She  has  spirit,  a 
great  deal  of  wit*  and  the  sagacitv  and  good-sense  of  her  father,  with 
coQstant  good-humour  and  cheerfulness.  We  are  all  happy  with  this 
alliance,  and  Lord  Egremonf  s  family  shows  general  satisfaction.  I* 
who  live  to  see  so  many  strange  events,  did  not  expect  formerly  that 
Sir  William  Windhara'sJ  grandson  would  marry  Sir  Robert  Wal- 

Sle'9  great-grand-daughter,  to  the  equal  content  of  both  houses. 
10  Duke  and  Duchess,  with  the  little  Prince  and  Princess*  #thd 

^gfat  up  to  be  reported,  it  was  contrived  to  set  it  aside,  withoot  giving  it  a  direct 
active,  by  moving  that  it  should  be  read  a  third  time  on  that  day  week :  which, 
beiog  carried,  had  the  eflect  of  a  previous  question,  as  it  was  known  that  a  proro- 
litioQ  would  take  place  ia  the  interim. — ^Eo. 

'^  In  his  account  of  tho  riots  to  Mrs.  Thrale,  Dr.  Johnson  says,  ^  I  walked  with 
i)r.  Scott  to  look  at  Newgate,  and  found  it  in  ruins.  As  I  went  by,  the  Protestants 
vert  pJaodering  the  Sessions-house  at  the  Old  Bailey.  There  were  not,  I  believet 
t hundred;  bat  they  did  their  work  at  leisure,  in  full  security,  without  sentinels, 
withoot  trepidation,  as  men  lawfully  employed  in  full  day.  Such  is  the  cowardice 
of  a  commercial  place!  The  King  saia  in  council,  'that  the  magistrates  had  not 
done  their  dnty,  but  that  he  would  do  his  own;*  and  a  proclamation  was  published. 
There  his,  indeed,  been  a  universal  panic ;  from  which  the  King  was  the  first  that 
Anwered.**— Eo. 

t  George  Windham,  second  Barl  of  Egremont. 
Sir  William  Windham,  Chancellor  of  the  Szchequer  at  the  end  of  the  reign 
(^(Ineea  Aane,  was  a  principal  leader  of  the  Opposition  to  Sir  Robert  Walpole. 
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bride,  her  sisters,  Lady  Egremont,*  and  her  son  the  bridegroom, 
were  all  at  Ranelagh  together  last  night.  I  satisfied  myself  with 
seeing  them  at  Gloucester-house  before  they  went.  The  company,! 
hear,  vCere  pleased  with  this  exhibition ;  and  in  truth,  it  was  worth  see- 
ing. The  Duchess's  beauty  still  marks  her  as  the  principal  object 
But  is  not  my  letter  like  one  of  Shakspeare's  historic  plays— iq8a^ 
rections,  a  marriage,  trials,  a  Court-pageant  T— It  is  amusement  to 
one  who  looks  on  all,  as  I  do,  with  tranquil  eyes,  and  whose  plan  it 
certainly  never  was  to  be  included  in  any  roya|  drama.  It  was  one 
of  Fortune's  caprices,  who  loves  to  throw  her  vanities  into  the  lap  of 
one  who  never  stirred  an  inch  to  seek  or  meet  them.  To-morrow  I 
shall  return  alone  to  my  little  hill ;  pleased  that  my  family  are  happy» 
but  mourning  for  the  disgraces  of  England.  A  little  while,  and  Eng- 
land and  my  family  will  be  no  more  my  care ! 
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Berkeley  Square,  July  24, 1780. 
I  RECEIVED  yours  of  June  30th,  and  have  this  moment  got  ^^^^^ 
the  8th  of  this  month,  which  tells  me  how  opportunely  mine  appeared 
to  disperse  M.  de  Barbantan's  fictitious  visions.  It  will  be  fortunate 
if  I  am  able  hereafter  to  contradict  the  superstructure  he  shall  raise 
on  the  junction  of  the  fleets  of  Bourbon,  to  the  amount  of  thirty-sut 
sail,  in  the  West  Indies ;  where,  I  doubt,  Sir  George  Rodney  is  far 
from  superior.  IVe  entertain  some  visions  too;  and, since  the  reduc- 
tion of  Charlestown,  look  on  America  as  at  our  feet.t  We  reckon, 
too,  on  Spain's  desertion  of  the  family  compact; — but  the  junction  oi 
their  fleets  is  no  capital  confirmation.J  I  do  know  that  we  have 
fallen  away  extremely  by  living  on  such  airy  sustenance.  For  these 
three,  or  four,  or  five  years  we  have  dined  on  meals  to  come,  and 
had  little  to  pick  but  the  bones  of  provisions  we  have  lost.    As  I  have 

•  Ah'cia,  daughter  of  Lord  Carpenter,  Countess-Dowager  of  Ejrremont  ^ 
married  secondly  Count  Bruhl,  Minister  from  Saxony,  and  was  Lady  of  the  Bea- 
chamber  to  Queen  Charlotte. 

t  Dr.  Franklin,  writing  on  the  28ih  from  Paris  to  a  friend  in  America,  «yjj 
♦*You  seem  to  be  too  much  aftcted  with  the  loas  of  Charlestown.  The  epepy' 
nSkirs  will  not  be  much  advanced  by  it.  They  have  Bucceasively  been  in  P^f^ 
sion  of  the  capitals  of  five  provinces,  but  were  not  therefore  in  possession  of  wj 
provinces  themeelves.  The  cannon  will  be  recovered  with  the  place;  if  1|!|r  |l! 
furnaces  are  constantly  at  work  in  making  more.  The  destroying  of  ^^^.}^j[ 
the  English  is  only  like  shaving  our  beards,  which  will  grow  again:  ^^}^  i°z!^v 
provinces  is  like  the  loss  of  a  limb,  which  can  never  again  be  united  to  their  booy* 

t  It  appears  by  a  letter  written  by  Sir  George  Rodney  to  the  A«l™*'*'^^.^«?^ 
Christopher's,  that  violent  disagreements  existed  betweei^  the  Spanish  and  ''^^ 
admirals :  that  the  Spaniards  absolutely  refused  to  coK>perate  with  them  ^^^ 
terprise  whatever;  and  that  the  sickness  and  mortality  in  both  fleets  had  redo 
them  very  mucL    See  Mandy's  Life  of  Rodney,  vol.  ii.  p.  S64. — Ed* 
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oatbiDg  newr  to  communicate  or  annoance  in  the  political  line,  I  am 
glad  to  quit  so  disagreeable  a  theme. 

I  cannot  control  your  ingenious  plea  against  the  ex-post-facto  law 
tbat  I  should  wish  to  establish,  on  the  occasion  of  a  second  present 
that  you  are"  sending  me — or  rather  a  thousandth  present;  but  Ido 
earnestly  beg  it  may  be  the  last.  Mr.  M orrice  is  confined  at  Paris 
by  the  gout,  or  at  least  was  when  I  heard  of  him  ;  so,  I  cannot  par- 
ticularize my  thanks  yet :  though,  the  more  I  like  what  he  brings  me, 
the  less  I  shall  be  able  to  refrain  from  scolding  you.  You  deserve 
tbat  I  should  serve  you  as  Mrs.  Bracegirdle,  the  vestal  actress, 
treated  the  old  Lord  Burlington,  with  whom  he  was  in  love  in  vain. 
One  day  he  sent  her  a  present  of  some  fine  old  china.  She  told  the 
servant  he  had  made  a  mistake;  that  it  was  true  the  letter  was  for 
her,  but  the  china  for  his  lady,  to  whom  he  miist  carry  it.  Lord  \ 
the  Countess  was  so  full  of  gratitude  when  her  husband  came  home 
to  dinner  I  Observe,  after  the  ex-p6st-facto  crystal,  the  next  munifi- 
cence goes  to  Lintbn  h  la  Bracegirdle;  and  I  do  not  think  I  am  very 
modest  to. begin  only  then. 

t  must  notify  the  rupture  of  our  great  match,  which  I  announced 
in  my  last.  Lord  Egremont,  who  proves  a  most  worthless  young 
fellow,  and  is  as  weak  and  irresolute,  has  behaved  with  so  much  ne- 
glect and  want  of  attention,  that  Lady  Maria  heroically  took  the  reso- 
lotion  of  writing  to  the  Duchess,  who  was  in  the  country,  to  desire  her 
leare  to  break  off  the  match.  The  Duchess,  who  had  disliked  the 
conduct  of  her  future  son-in-law,  but  could  not  refuse  her  consent  to 
so  advantageous  a  match,  gladly  assented ;  but  the  foolish  boy,  by 
Dew  indiscretion,  has  drawn  universal  odium  on  himself.  He  in- 
stantly published  the  rupture,  but  said  nothing  of  Lady  Maria's  havinff 
been  the  first  to  declare  off;  and  thus  every  body  thinks  hp  broke  off 
the  match,  and  condemns  him  ten  times  more  than  would  have  been 
the  case  if  he  had  told  the  truth,  though  he  was  guilty  enough  in 
giving  the  provocation.  We  are  all  charmed  with  the  sense  and 
spirit  of  my  niece,  who  would  not  risk  so  probable  a  chance  of  unhap- 
pi'oess,  though  the  fortune  was  so  great,  and  .she  could  not  dislike  his 
person.  Still  these  three  charming  girls  inherit  more  of  their  mo* 
therms' beauty  than  of  her  fortune.  Each  has  missed  one  of  the  first 
matches  in  this  country;  Lady  Laura  Lord  Carmarthen,*  Lady 
Maria  Lord  Egremont,  Lady  Horatia  the  Duke  of  Ancaster,  after 
each  bad  proposed  and  been  accepted  I  The  fate  of  young  women  of 
quality  is  hard :  in  other  countries  they  arc  shut  up  till  their  parents 
have  bargained  for,  without  consulting,  them ;  here  they  are  exposed 
to  the  addresses  of  every  coxcomb  that  has  a  title  or  an  estate  to 
warrant  his  impertioence. 

*  Son  of  the  Duke  of  Leedp.  The  marriagfe  was  broken  off,  the  Duke  Dot  being 
^e  to  make  an  adequate  provision  ;  Lord  Carmarthea  having  children  by  his  firat 
vife,  00  whom  the  whole  estate  was  settled.  The  Duke  of  Ancaster  died  jast  as 
tbe  marriage  was  determined  upon.  Lady  Laura  was  aflerwards  married  to  her 
&rit  consin,  Lord  Cbewton,  son  of  the  Earl  of  Waldegrave. 

14» 
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The  trial  of  Lord  George  Gordon  is  put  oflf  till  November— I  do 
not  know  why.  Dissatisfaction  crows  again  on  the  continuance  of 
the  camps,  and  on  the  numbers  of  boys  that  have  been  executed  for 
the  riots;  for  the  bulk  of  the  criminals  are  so  young,  that  half  a  do- 
zen schoohnasters  might  have  quashed  the  insurrection.*  There 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  the  least  connexion  or  concert  between 
the  several  mobs ;  nor  any  motive  in  them  but  a  sudden  impulse  of 
mischief,  actuated  by  the  contagion  of  example  and  encouraged  by 
the  inactivity  of  all  gradations  of  Government.  The  Ministers  did 
nothing  to  prevent  or  stop  the  tumult;  the  justices  of  peace  shrunk; 
the  courts  of  justice  thought  of  shutting  up  shops ;  the  House  of  Lords 
adjourned,  and  so  did  the  House  of  Commons,  even  after  the  worst 
was  past.  A  capital  blazing,  and  held  in  terror  for  a  week  by  so 
contemptible  a  rabble,  will  not  tell  well  in  story  !  I  pity  our  future 
historians,  who  will  find  plenty  of  victories  in  our  gazettes,  and  scarce 
any  where  else  I    Adieu ! 


LETTER  CCCXXXIV. 

Strawberry  Hill,  Aug.  24. 178a 
I  HAVE  waited  for  news>  till  I  can  send  you  none  but  bad.  The 
Russian  fleet  is  stalking  in  our  channel,  and  our  own  East  and  West 
India  outward-bound  fleets  are  gobbled  up  by  the  Spanish  squadron 
off  Cape  Finisterre.  This  is  the  heaviest  commercial  blow  we  have 
yet  received  at  once.f  It  is  an  age  since  we  have  heard  from 
America.  We  attributed  the  silence  to  an  obstinate  east-wind  that 
blew  for  nine-and-twenty  days.  There  have  been  parentheses^  of 
West  since,  and  we  expect  news  every  moment,  and  with  anxiety. 

*  or  the  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  individuals  tried  for  riot?,  fifly-nine  were 
convicted.  With  a  view  to  the  extension  of  the  royal  mercy  to  the  chief  part  of 
the  unhappy  rioters,  Mr.  Burke  drew  up  '*  Some  Thoughts  on  the  approaching 
ExecQtions,"  and  exerted  his  influence  in  pressing  letters  to  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
the  President  of  the  Council,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  submit  his  opi- 
nions to  tho  King  and  to  Lord  North.  **  Every  circumstance  of  mercy  and  of  com- 
parative justice  does,*'  he  says,  **  in  my  opinion,  plead  in  favour  of  such  low,  qb- 
tfiughtor  ill-taught  wretches:  but,  above  all,  the  policy  of  Government  is  deeply  in- 
terested, that  the  punishments  should  appear  one  solemn  and  deliberate  act,  aimed, 
not  at  random  and  at  particular  offences,  but  done  with  a  relation  to  the  general 
spirit  of  the  tumults ;  and  they  ought  to  be  nothing  more  than  what  is  sufficient  to 
mark  and  discountenance  that  spirit.'*  For  the  guilty  instigators  of  the  tumultf 
Mr.  Burke  had  no  such  consideration ;  for  it  is  stated,  that  on  seeing  some  of  the 
leading  Associators  in  the  lobby  of  the  House  of  Commons,  he  exclaimed  kwdly  in 
their  hearing,  **  I  am  astonished  that  those  men  can  have  the  audacity  still  to  noie 
Parliament,"— Ed. 

t  On  the  9th  of  August,  a  rich  and  considerable  convoy  for  the  East  and  West 
Indies,  under  the  conduct  of  Captain  Moutray  of  the  Ramilies,  and  two  or  three  fri- 
gates, which  had  sailed  from  Portsmouth,  were  intercepted  by  the  combined  fleets 
.  under  Don  Louifl  do  Cordova.  The  Ramilies  and  the  frigates  bad  the  fortune  to 
eacape.— Eoii 
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Thus  you  see  I  do  not  resign  my  post  of  your  gazetteer,  though  it  is 
but  SD  irksome  office  when  it  is  to  record  our  wane.  The  re-con- 
quest of  America,  I  believe,  is  less  near  than  you  foreigners  con- 
jecture, and  than  has  been  so  confidently  foretold  at  home.  AH  I 
know  is,  that  we  have  been  gaming  for  what  was  our  own.  When 
we  leave  off  play,  we  shall  see  whether  we  have  won  or  lost;  nay, 
should  we  recover  our  stake,  we  must  compute  what  it  has  cost*' 
The  card-mor.ey  has  not  been  cheap. 

The  Countess  Cowper,*  mt>ther-in-law  of  your  pinch-beck  Prince, 
is  dead  of  a  cancer.  Her  own  son  Lord  Spencer,  is  in  a  bad  state 
of  health.    Each  gets  a  jointure  by  her  death. 

Mr.  Windham,  I  bear,  is  at  Brussels,  on  his  return.  I  am  peevish 
with  him  for  having  looked  on  you  through  our  ill-humoured  foggy 
eyes.  I  have  almost  always  been  out  of  luck  in  my  recommenda- 
tions; but  I  assure  you  I  do  you  ample  justice,  and  have  always  been 
completely  convinced  that  they  have  been  in  fault.  Your  temper 
and  flowing  benevolence  for  forty  years  have  been  always  uniform; 
and  it  is  least  of  all  likely  that  you  should  grow  sour  only  to  those 
1  interfere  for.  I  know  you  and  my  countrymen  better.  The  latter 
have  retained  few  of  their  virtues,  but  I  do  not  find  that  they  have 
exchanged  them  for  urbanity.  Mr.  Windham,  I  believe,  is  a  worthy 
man,  but  J  wish  he  had  been  less  morose. 

P.S.  I  have  heard  this  evening,  that  an  account  is  arrived  of  Wal- 
singham  having  joined  Rodney ,t  and  that  the  Russian  fleet  is  re- 
turned to  the  Pole.  Do  not  imagine,  by  this  short  letter,  that,  though 
I  do  not  drop  our  correspondence,  I  am  curtailing  it  by  degrees.  I 
could  lengthen  my  letter  by  dwelling  on  circumstances ;  but  that  is 
not  my  manner.  I  seldom  even  inquire  after  them.  The  result  of 
events  is  ail  I  wish  to  know  and  to  communicate.  How  can  one 
wish  to  learn  what  one  does  not  wish  to  remember?  The  news- 
papers give  you  details.  I  pretend  but  to  skim  the  current  of  facts, 
and  to  mark  what  is  true  for  your  information.  The  multiplicity  of 
lies  coined  every  day  only  perplexes,  not  instructs.  When  I  send  you 
falsehoods,  at  least  I  believe  or  think  them  probable  at  the  time,  and 
correct  myself  afterwards,  when  I  perceive  I  have  been  misled.  I, 
who  am  in  no  secrets,  tr^ist  to  facts  alone,  as  far  as  they  come  to 
light.  Mercy  on  future  historians,  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  sift  the 
aSiies  of  all  the  tales  with  which  the  narratives  of  the  present  war 

*Giorgina,  daaghter  of  John  Carteret,  E^t\  of  GraDville,  first  married  to  John 
Spencer,  only  brother  of  Charles  Duke  of  Marlborough;  and  secondly  to  the  second 
Earl  Cowper,  to  whom  she  was  second  wife. 

fEven  when  joined  by  Commodore  Walsing^ham's  equadron,  Rodney  still  found 
bis  force  so  inferior  to  that  of  the  enemy,  that  be  could  only  act  on  the  defensive, 
ind  waa  consequently  unable  to  seek  an  engagement  Owing  to  the  pestilential 
disorder  amoog  the  Spanish  forces,  and  the  diaeension  in  the  combined  fleet,  nothing 
OMterial  was  attempted  before  the  bellifferent  powers  found  themselves  obliged  to 
^uit  the  Indian  aots,  in  order  to  avoid  the  fury  of  the  hurricane  monUuk  OSd  Life 
of  Keppel,  vol  ii«  pi^  284.^Ed. 
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have  been  crammed!    Some  will  remain  inexplicable.    This  jaunt 
of  the  Rusflian  squadron  will  be  one  of  the  enigmas. 


LETTER  CCCXXXV, 

Berkeley  Sqaare,  Sept  19, 1780. 
♦As  I  think  you  do  not  suspect  me  of  neglect  when  Fhave  any  thing 
worth  telling  you,  you  will  perceive  that  there  are  periods  when  it 
takes  a  good  deal  of  time  to  form  events— a  whole  campaign  may 
not  produce  two.  At  other  seasons  the  market  is  overstocked;  or, 
after  a  glut  there  is  a  scarcity.  The  dissolution  of  the  Parliament 
could  not  surprise  you,  it  had  been  so  announced.  Your  nephew, 
I  see  by  the  papers,  is  re-elected.  I  have  no  other  intelligence ;  and, 
of  all  articles  of  news,  those  on  elections  are  the  last  I  seek.  I  know 
as  little  what  the  fleets  are  doing ;  or  where  they  are,  doing  nothing. 
One  thing  I  do  discern,  that  the  approaching  recovery  of  America  is 
about  as  near  as  the  Millennium.  Prophecy  will  sink  as  low  as  for- 
tune-telling: no  gipsy  is  less  to  be  credited  than  our  predicting 
"politicians,  who,  for  these  last  five  or  six  years,  have  been  cruelly 
brought  to  [^ame  on  the  conquests  they  have  announced.  By  their 
bubbles  the  nation  are  almost  stripped  of  their  last  shilling,  like  the 
dupes  who  hunt  after  the  philosopher's  stone.  America  is  now  like 
the  Holy  land  ;  none  but  bigots  and  nnadmen  will  think  of  subduing 
it:  nor  does  the  tone  of  resumption  much  become  us,  who  are  not  in 
the  ascending  scale. 

Admiral  Keppel  has  been  thrown  out  at  Windsor,  and,  it  is  pre- 
tended, by  the  personal  veto  of  the  first  inhabitant  of  the  Castle:  the 
consequence  already  has  been  that  the  counties  of  Surrey  and  Suffolk 
solicited  the  honour  of  electing  the  Admiral,  who  has  accepted  the 
offer  from  the  former.* 

Seven  new  barons  are  made:  Earl  Talbot,  that  the  peerage  may 
descend  to  his  daughter's!  children ;  Sir  William  De  Grey,J  late  Chief 
Justice;  Lord  Gase,  turned  into  an  English  peer;  General  Fitzroy;| 
Mr.  Brudenel  ;J  Mr.  Herbert  ;t  and  Sir  William  Bagot,    There  have 

*  On  the  dissolution  of  Parliament,  Admiral  Keppel,  who  bad  represented  Wind- 
sor for  nearly  twenty  years,  repaired  to  the  electors  to  solicit  a  renewal  of  their 
suffiraffee:  but  since  he  had  last  appeared  before  them,  he  had  become  such  an  oi>- 
ject  of  dislike  to  the  Court  and  the  Government,  that  their  joint  inSuonce  was  ex- 
erted against  bis  return.  In  his  speech  from  the  hustings,  the  Admiral  after  al- 
luding to  the  report  that  tho  King  had  personally  taken  a  part  in  the  proceedioga 
against  him,  said,  *'  This  cannot  be  true.  It  ought  not  to  be  believed.  It  must  not 
be  believed.**  Life,  vol.  ii.  p.  265^  Mr.  Erskine,  in  a  pamphlet  which  be  wrote 
at  the  time,  affirmed,  that  *'  the  highest. power  of  the  CJovernment,  not  contented 
with  having  deprived  the  nation  of  KeppePs  abilities  in  his  profession,  had  made 
itself  a  party  to  rob  it  likewise  of  his  zeal  and  honesty  in  the  senate.'* — Ed. 

t  Lady  Cecil  Rice,  wife  of  George  Rice ;  on  her  father's  death  she  became  Ba- 
roness of  Dinevor. 

t  Sir  W.  De  Grey  was  created  Lord  Walsingham,  Genera]  Fitsroy  Lord  Soatb- 
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beeo  tome  sbiftiogs  of  places  of  the  second  rate,  and  some  promotioos^ 
hot  none  of  consequence. 

This  is  literally  the  sum  total  of  nny  knowledge ;  as  I  have  such  a 
ftir  field  of  paper  lying  before  me,  you  may  be  sure  I  would  embroi- 
der it  if  I  had  wherewithal.  However,  I  have  less  scruple  in  sending 
such  a  scrap,  as  I  must  write  to  you  again  soon,  for  I  hear  Mr.  Mor- 
rice  is  arrived  in  England.  Where  he  is,  I  cannot  tell,  but  I  trust  I 
shall  see.  or  hear  from  him  soon ;  and  then  I  am  as  certain  of  bavins 
nose  to  thank  you — which,  by  the  way,  I  do  d'avance:  but,  though 
Hiygratitude'will  always  last,  you  are  to  remember  that  it  is  never 
(0  receive  any  additional  fund. 


LETTER  COCXXXVL 

Berkeley  Square,  Oct  4, 1780. 

I  HAvx  received  your  packet  by  Mr.  Sutherland,  and  am  delighted 
with  its  contents.  Your  news  would  be  much  the  best  part,  but  I 
doobt  is  not  so  far  advanced  as  to  expect  sudden«ffect.  The  History 
of  the  House  of  Medici  will  be  welcome  indeed.  I  see  one  has  but 
to  form  wishes  early,  and  live  long  enough,  and  they  wiH  all  be  ful- 
filled. The  FamigUa  estinta^  made  me  smile.  It  that  condition 
brings  one  acquainted  with  their  true  story,  it  would  not  make  one 
very  zealous  for  successors  in  some  foreign  royal  families  $  for  in- 
stance, I  should  not  pray  for  issue  to  the  Great  Duke  of  Russia*  I 
beg  yon  will  subscribe  for  three  sets  for  me  aAd  two  of  my  friends. 
I  shoQJd  like  to  have  carta  ceruka ;  not  because  it  is  dearest,  but  be* 
cause  I  do  not  know  what  it  is,  and  therefore  conclude  like  the  vulgar, 
that  it  is  something  mighty  fine.  I  hope  no  soul  that  has  interest  to 
slop  it,  will  get'  an  inkling  of  the  work. 

lour  ring  I  have  not  yet  received,  though  Mr.  Morrice  is  arrived. 

anptoo,  and  Mr.  Herbert  LoA  Portchester.    James  BrodJene],  made  Lord  Bradenel 
Vtt  oext  brother  of  Georg«  Duke  of  Montagu,  and  Earl  of  Cardigan. 

*  It  was  written  by  Galluzzi,  from  authentic  papers  furnished  by  the  Austrian 
Gnnd-Duke  Leopold ;  who  said  that,  as  the  House  of  Medici  was  extinct,  there 
^  no  reason  for  not  writing  their  true  story.  This  History  was  published  in  1781, 
ifterthe  death  of  the  Empress-Queen;  whose  prejudices  would  probably  have  pre- 
noted  it,  had  she  known  of  her  son's  intention ;  as  it  is  not  at  all  favourable  to  the 
Court  of  Rome.  [Galluzzi*s  work  is  entitled  **  Istoria  del  Gran  Ducato  di  Toscano 
lotto  il  Governo  deila  cassa  Medici,"  and  was  published  in  five  volumes  quarto, 
fir  Nathaniel  Wraxall,  who  visited  Florence  in  1179,  says  of  sir  Horace  Mann, 
tbtt  he  had  long  outlived  the  extinction  of  the  House  of  Medici,  for  which  race  of 
princes  he  seeined  to  preserve  the  same  predilection,  which  Brantome  always  nui« 
ufests  for  the  Amily  of  Valois  above  the  line  of  Bourbon.  He  adds,  that  Sir  He- 
nce personally  knew  the  last  Grand-Duke  of  the  Medicean  line,  John  Gaston,  who 
M  in  1737;  in  consequence  of  whose  decease  without  iseup,  those  beautiful  por> 
^8  of  Italy,  constituting  his  dominions  were  finally  transferred  to  a  Prince  of 
Ursine.— Ed.] 
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Indeed,  displeased  as  I  was  at  your  snperabundaiit  kindness  msendii^ 
it,  I  am  now  afraid  I  shall  never  possess  it.  All  my  disinterestedMsi 
could  not  resist  dunning  Mr.  Morrice ;  and,  behold,  be  has  sent  me 
wofxl  that  by  some  meU-^ntendu  it  was  packed  up  in  his  heavy  bag*^ 
gage,  which  by  another,  is  still  at  Margate  I  Oh !  how  can  one  flatter 
one's  self  that  a  ring  in  a  bottle  of  heavy  baggage  will  ever  be  foundl 
or,  rather,  will  not  be  found  and  stolen  by  some  custom-house  officer! 
Mr.  Morrice  was  a  fine  person  to  trust  a  gem  to !  I  suppose  he 
would  have  stuffed  a  lady^s  picture  for  her  lover  into  a  jackboot  I 

General  Dalrymple  is  arrived  from  Sir  Henry  Clintoft  with  heavjr 
baggage  indeed,  full  of  bad  news !  The  Gaaette  has  pnoduoed  onl^ 
samples,  strewed  over  with  fine  sugar,  to  make  it  as  palatable  and 
little  bitter  as  possible;  but  the  sum  total  is,  that  adieu  to  America! 
All  the  visions  that  mounted  in  fumes  into  our  heads  from  the  captore 
of  Charlestown  are,  turned  to  smoke;  and  it  were  well  if  it  would 
rest  there.  To  be  cured  of  that  dream,  would  be  no  calamity ;  bat  I 
wish  we  may  have  no  collateral  losses!  I  fear  we  ache  in  some 
islands,  and  are  not  quite  without  twitches  on  the  continent  of  Ame- 
rica. WeU  !  as  I  was  right  in  foreseeing  some  miserable  issue  from 
the  American  war,  I  have  a  mind  to  try  my  skill  in  foretelling  peace. 
'Tis  sure  I  wish  it  nv>st  fervently. 

Last  week  I  was  alarmed  with  a  calamity  nearer  to  my  heart  thaa 
politics.  General  Conway  broke  his  arm  by  a  fall.  But  I  have  been 
with  him^  and  he  is  in  the  most  favourable  way  possible,  and  has  not 
had  the  smallest  degree  of  fever. 

You  must  reckon  this  short  letter  the  second  part  of  my  last,  which 
was  short  too;  or  as  the  beginning  of  my  next,  for  if  ever  I  g§t  my 
ring,  I  shall  certainly  write  again  to  thank  you,  though  I  should  have 
nothing  else  to  say.  I  could  have  made  this  longer,  but  I  do  not  liks 
to  entertain  every  foreign  post-oflice  with  what  they  would  not  dis^ 
like. 


LETTER  CCCXXXVH. 

Strawberry  Hill,  Oct  7, 178a 
Part  the  second  behold  already — for  I  have  received  the  geffli 
which  from  ignorance  I  called  a  ring,  and  beg  its  pardon :  it  is  much 
too  large  for  so  little  an  appellation,  and  is  most  beautiful  too,  and  of 
exquisite  sculpture.  All  this  makes  matters  worse,  for,  the  finer  it  is, 
the  more  I  am  ashamed ;  and  therefore  cannot  thank  you  half  so 
much  as  it  deserves.  Yet  I  will  be  very  grateful,  upon  condition  of 
its  never  having  a  successor.  You  must  tell  me  what  the  connoisseurs 
have  baptized  it.    Is  it  an  Apollo  or  an  Amazon  7   A  handsome  youog 

S)d  and  a  heroine  approach  so  much  to  the  boundaries  of  the  sexes, 
at  they  are  not  easily  discriminated  in  so  small  an  area.  Mr.  Mor" 
rice  has  fairly  excused  his  delay.  After  he  had  put  to  sea^  they  ap« 
prehended  a  privateer;  on  which  he  sent  hack  h}s  baggage  to  Ostend, 
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8Bd  with  it  bis  most  valuable  treascnres;  My  getn  has  etoaped  all 
theie  perils,  and  arrived  like  the  lost  sheep.  You  cannot  imagine  how 
tiie  Calffguliiy  and  the  Bianca  Capello,  and  Benvenoto's  coffer,  and  the 
Gntiglione,  aivd  all  your  presents,  embraced  and  hugged  tt»  and  in« 
quired  after  you.  The  new  comer  is  lodged  in  a  glass-case  in  fny 
triimu,  over  against  Caligula. 

As  I  wrote  to  yoo  but  two  days  ago— nay,  my  letter  would  leave 
Londoo^but  to-night, — I  have  no  news  to  add :  however,  I  may  have ; 
far  this  will  not  go  hence  fill  Tuesday  morning,  to  be  ready  for  that 
sight's  mail. — But  I  was  so  impatient  to  tell  you  the  cameo  is  safe, 
aod  that  your  munificence  is  not  thrown  away  entirely^  that  I  could 
Dot  help  beginning  my  letter  now,  though  the  rest  of  my  paper  roust' 
depend  on  the  charity  of  accident  and  events :  and,  if  they  will  not 
assist  it,  I  do  not  care, — go  it  shall ;  I  will  not  owe  you  a  moment's 
gratitude  that  I  can  pay.  Nay,  I  will  heap  coals  of  fire  on  my  own 
bead ;  for  all  your  gifts  shall  be  entered  in  the  printed  catalogue  of 
tsy  collectior>  as  your  presents, — and  then  who  ever  reads  it  will  cry, 
^  Why,  had  he  no  shame  ?"-^0h,  yes,  a  vast  deal ;  aild  this  is  one  of 
lus  ways  of  doing  penance. 

Oct  9tb. 

Since  I  wrote  the  above,  I  have  heard  from  Paris  of  the  death  o^ 

ny  dear  old  friend  Madame  du  Deflfand,  whom  I  went  so  often  thi- 

therto  see.    It  was  not  quite  unexpected,  and  was  softened  by  her 

great  age, — eighty-four, — which  forbad  distant  hopes;  and,  by  what 

1  dreaded  more  than  her  death,  her  increasing  deafness,  which  had  it 

become,  like  her  blindness,  total,  would  have  been  living  after  death. 

Ber  memory  only  began  to  impair;  her  amazing  sense  and  quickness, 

Dot  at  all.    I  have  written  to  her  once  a-week  for  these  last  fifteen  years, 

as  correspondence  and  conversation  could  be  her  only  pleasure.^ 

I  YoQ  see  that  I  am  the  most  faithful  letter-writer  in  the  world — and, 

I  lias!  never  see  those  I  am  so  constant  to!    One  is  forbidden  com- 

I  mon-place  reflections  on  thes^  misfortunes,  because  they  are  coin- 

i  moo-place;  but  is  not  that,  because  they  are  natural?    But  your 

never  having  known  that  dear  old  woman  is  a  better  reason  for  not 

makiog  you  the  butt  of  my  concern. 

Lord  George  Gordon  has  just  got  a  neighbour — I  believe,  not  a 
companion ;  for  state  prisoners  are  not  allowed  to  be  very  sociable. 

*  Madame  do  Defiaml  died  on  the  24th  of  September,  at  Paris,  and  was  baried, 
psnotot  to  her  own  directions,  in  the  pUinest  manner,  in  her  parish  church  of  S. 
QQipice.  The  whole  of  her  manuscripts,  papers,  letters,  and  books,  she  left  to  Ho- 
ace  Walpole ;  her  favourite  dog.  Ton  ton,  was  also  sent  over  to  him,  at  her  especial 
teire.  In  her  last  letter  to  him,  which  is  dated  the  22nd  of  August,  only  five  weeks 
iiefore  ber  death,  she  thus  strikingly  describes  her  condition : — **  Je  suis  d*une  &i« 
Uene  et  d'on  abatteroent  ezcessifs :  ma  voix  est  ^teinte ;  je  ne  puis  me  soutenir  sur 
aes  jambes;  je  ne  puis  me  donner  aucun  moovement;  j'ai  le  ccsor  enveloppi  :  j'ai 
^  la  peine  k  croire  que  cct  ^tat  ne  m'annonce  une  fin  procbaine.  Je  n'ai  pas  la 
^d*en  ^tre  effrayie;  et  ne  vous  devant  revoir  de  ma  vie,  je  n'ai  rien  k  regret? 
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LaureDSi  lately  President  of  the  Congress,  has  been  taken  by  a  na* 
tural  son  of  the  last  Lord  Albemarle,^  and  brought  to  England,  ts 
London,  to  the  Tower.  He  was  going  Ambassador  to  Hollaod,  and 
his  pap^  are  captured  too.  I  should  think  they  would  tell  us  but 
what  we  learnt  a  fortnight  ago ;  and  (which  is  more  wonderful,  what 
we  would  not  believe  till  n  fortnight  ago)  that  there  is  an  end  of  oar 
American  dream  !  Perhaps  they  will  give  us  back  a  cranny  in  ex- 
change for  their  negotiator. 

Lgo  again  to-morrow  to  see  General  Conway,  and  hope  to  fiod 
him  out  of  bed ;  and  I  finish  my  letter,  that  I  may  not  run  into  medi- 
tations on  what  is  uppermost  in  my  mind, — ^mortality  and  its  acci- 
dents ! 

At  ni^kt 
I  have  just  heard  some  news  that  you  will  like  to  hear,  and  which 
will  make  you  hold  up  your  head  again  a  little  t^-a-tiif  de  M.  dt  Bah 
baniane.  An  express  arrived  to-day  from  Lord  Cornwallis,  who  with 
two  thousand  men  has  attacked  General  Gates  in  Carolina  at  the  bead 
of  seven  thousand,  and  entirely  defeated  him,  killed  nine  hundred,  and 
taken  one  thousand  prisoners ;  and  there  has  since  been  a  little  codi- 
cil, of  all  which  you  will  see  the  particulars  in  the  to-morrow's  Ga- 
sette. — But  it  is  very  .late,  and  this  must  go  to  town  early  in  the 
morning.  I  allow  you  to  triumph,  though  Gates  is  my  godson,  aod 
your  namesake. 
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Berkeley  Square,  Nov.  %  1760. 
If  the  word  New  Parliament  did  not  impose  a  sort  of  duty  on  me, 
— at  least,  if  you  would  not  expect  it, — I  think  I  should  scarce  write 
to  you  yet,  for  I  have  nothing  to  tell  ^ou  but  that  il  ne  vakntpoih 
peine  de  changer.  There  are  several  new  members,  but  no  novelty  in 
style  or  totality  of  votes.    The  Court  may  have  what  number  it 

*  The  following  is  from  a  letter  written  by  Admiral  Keppel,  on  the  lltb,  to  the 
Marquis  of  Rockingham : — "  Just  before  bed-time,  Captain  George  Keppel  cor- 
prised  me  with  his  appearance.  I  learnt  from  him  that  lie  had  come  borne  express 
from  hia  admiral ;  that  be  had  taken  a  packet-boat  conveying  Mr.  Laurens,  once 
President  of  the  Congress  in  America,  to  Holland.  The  captain  told  me  that  he 
had  taken  out  of  the  water  (which  had  failed  of  sinking)  a  very  large  bag  of  papersi 
which  he  had  brought  home  for  the  King's  Ministers.  He  had  been  very  ciril  to 
bis  prisoner,  who,  after  his  bad  luck  in  b^ing  taken,  found  out  that  he  had  nllen  into 
the  hands  of  a  moderate  young  man,  and  had  no  difficulty  in  talking  with  him.  He 
told  Captain  Keppel  that  he  should  not  answer  any  questions  put  to  him  by  Minis- 
ters. The  unfortunate  gentleman  is  con6ned  in  the  Tower."  The  capture  of  Mr. 
Laurens,  or  rather  the  recovery  of  the  papers  which  had  been  thrown  overboard, 
led  to  the  discovery  of  a  commercial  treaty  about  to  be  entered  into  between  Am- 
Bterdam  and  the  American  colonies.  This  induced  our  Government  to  remonstrate, 
and  finally,  on  the  20th  of  December,  to  declare  war  against  Hollaiul.  See  Life, 
vol.  ii.p.29a— Eo. 
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e)K)6ses  to  buy.  It  has  nominated  a  new  Speaker,  Mr.  Cornwall.* 
Sir  Fletcher,  who  never  haggles  with  shame,  published  his  own  dis* 
grace,  aod  declared  he  had  been  laid  aside  without  notice.  Courts 
do  not  always  puAish  their  own  profligates  so  justly. 

There  is  no  new  public  event  at  home  or  from  abroad.  The  Spa- 
nish negotiation  does  not  seem  to  advance  at  all.  Prince  Frederic, 
the  Bishop,  is  going  to  Germany;  ^d  then  the  Prince  of  Wales  is  to 
have  something  of  a  family. 

Our  old  acquaintance  Lord  Pomfret,  whose  madness  has  lain  dor- 
mant for  some  time,  is  broken  out  again ;  I  mean,  his  madness  is.  He 
went  down  to  Euston  last  week,  and  challenged  the  Duke  of  Grafton 
for  an  affront  offered  to  him,  he  said,  when  the  Duke  was  Minister-^ 
you  know  what  an  age  ago  that  was.  The  Duke  declared  his  inno- 
cence, and  advised  him  to  consider  on  it.  He  did  for  two  days;  then 
said  he  was  now  cool,  yet  insisted  on  satisfaction.  The  Duke  gave 
both  letters  to  a  magistrate,  and  then  swore  the  peace  against  him  ; 
the  only  rational  thing  to  be  done.  The  Earl  some  years  ago  had 
many  of  these  flippancies,  and  used  to  call  out  gentlemen  in  the  play- 
house, who  he  pretended  had  made  faces  at  him.  As  madmen  are 
generally  cunning  and  malicious,  it  was  generally  such  as  looked  un- 
likely to  resent,  whom  he  picked  out.  Once  he  unluckily  selected 
General  Moyston,  and  drawing  his  Curtains  early  in  the  morning,  bade 
lum  rise  and  follow  him  into  Hyde  Park,  for  having  laughed  at  him 
at  court.  Moyston  denied  having  even  seen  hint  there.  "  Oh,  then, 
it  is  very  well,"  said  my  lord.  "  No,  by  God,  is  not  it,'*  replied  the  ge- 
neral ; "  you  have  disturbed  me  when  I  had  been  in  bed  but  three  hours, 
and  now  you  shall  give  me  satisfaction  :"  but  the  Earl  begged  to  be 
acused.  There  was  a  Mr.  Palmes  Robinson,  who  used  to  say  pub- 
licly that  he  had  often  got  Lord  Pomfret  as  far  as  Hyde  Park  Corner, 
bat  never  could  get  him  any  farther. 

Mr.  Windham  I  have  seen.  He  is  wonderfully  recovered,  and  looks 
robust  again.  He  said  ten  thousand  fine  things  in  your  praise.  Oh ! 
thought  I  but  said  nothing.  Mr.  Morrice  I  have  not  yet  seen :  he  is 
confined  in  the  country  by  the  gout  and  I  hear  looks  dreadfully. 

I  have  seen  lately  in  the  Abb^  Richard's  Voyage  d'ltalie,  written 
^1762,  that  in  the  Palais  Pitti  were  preserved  two  large  volumes  of 
4e  travels  of  Cosimo  III.,  with  views  of  the  houses  he  had  been  at ; 
and  he  names  England  amongst  them,  where  he  certainly  was-f 

Could  you  find  out  if  there  is  such  a  thing,  and  get  a  sight  of  it  ? 

*  Mr.  Cornwall  was  proposed  by  Lord  Georgia  Germain,  and  Sir  Fletcher  Norton 
^  Mr.  Dunning.  On  a  division  the  numbere  were,  for  the  former  203,  for  the  latter 
Idi  Mr.  Wilberforce,  who  had  been  returned  at  the  general  election  for.FIul], 
V^  bis  first  vote  in  Parliament  against  the  re-election  of  Sir  Fletcher  to  the 
^r  of  the  House.  In  his  Conversational  Memoranda  there  is  this  entry  :*-**  When 
jfcey  were  all  talking  of  Sir  Fletcher's  health  requiring  his  retirement,  Rigby  came 
ttto  the  House,  and  said  with  his  ordinary  bluntness,  *  Don*t  tell  me  about  health, 
whaa  flown  in  the  King's  face,  and  we  won't  have  him.'  "-Wd. 

i  A  translation  of  the  travels  of  Cosmo  the  third,  Grand-Duke  of  Tuscany,  was 
published  in  a  quarto  volume  ia  1820.— £d. 
VOL.  n. — 15 
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I  should  be  very  curious  to  know  what  English  seats  are  there.  Old 
English  mansions  are  great  objects  with  me-«-but  do  not  give  your- 
self  much  trouble  about  this  request. 

3rd. 
You  perceive  that  I  am  not  likely  to  have  great  Parliamentary 
news  to  tell  you.  This  week  they  are  only  being  sworn  in.  The 
first  debate  in  the  Commons  was  to  be  next  Monday,  but  probably 
will  not,  for  last  night  Lord  North  was  very  ill  of  a  fever.  They 
can  no  more  go  on  without  tKeir  treasurer,  than  without  their  pensions. 
Sir  Horace  the  second,  I  take  for  granted,  will  tell  you  of  the  com- 
mon debates.  I  do  not  mean  to  relax  myself,  but  seldom  knowrooch 
of  their  details,  which  I  think  of  little  consequence ;  and  rather  reserve 
myself  for  confirming  or  contradicting  reports  of  considerable  events. 


LETTER  CCCXXXIX. 

Berkeley  Square,  Nov.  20, 1790. 

As  I  apprised  you  that  the  new  Parliament  did  not  promise 
to  be  very  active,  you  will  account  for  my  having  told  you  none  of 
its  proceedings.  It  has  been  more  confined  to  personalities  than  divi- 
sions. The  latter  have  proved  much  in  favour  of  the  Court :  but  then 
some  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Opposition  have  in  a  manner  seceded,  not 
from  their  party,  but  from  action ;  and  less  from  change  than  from  dis- 
agreement. Lord  Pomfret,after  a  week's  imprisonment  in  the  Tower, 
made  his  submission,  has  been  reprimanded,  and  released  on  giving 
his  honour  (a  madman's  honour !)  not  to  repeat  his  offence.  The 
grand  jury  have  found  the  bill  of  high  treason  against  his  fellow-pri- 
soner Lord  George  Gordon,  who,  however,  will  not  be  tried  till  after 
Christmas.    I  do  not  know  why. — So  much  for  Parliament. 

The  newspapers  have  told  you  as  much  as  I  know  of  Arnold's 
treachery,  which  has  already  cost  the  life  of  a  much  better  man, 
Major  Andr^e* — precipitated  probably  by  Lord  Cornwallis's  cruelty. 
You  hear  on  the  continent,  but  too  much  of  our  barbarity ;  the  only 
way  in  which  we  have  yet  shown  our  power  I  Rodney  found  Rhode 
Island  so  strongly  fortified  that  he  returned  to  the  West  Indies;  and 
yet  we  still  presume  on  recbvering  America  ! 

Do  you  wonder  that,  witness  to  so  much  delusion  and  disgrace,  it 
should  srow  irksome  to  me  to  be  the  annalist  of  our  follies  and  march 
to  ruin  ?  I  cannot,  like  our  newspapers,  falsify  every  event,  and  coin 

*  This  unfortunate  gentleman,  having  been  employed  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to 
carry  on  a  negotiation  with  the  noted  American  general  Arnold,  about  to  betray  the 
trust  reposed  in  him^by  his  countrymen,  was,  in  the  performance  of  his  hazardous 
duty,  taken  prisoner  by  the  Americans,  and,  owing  to  his  disguise  and  the  nature 
of  his  mission,  was  tried  by  a  court-martial  and  executed  as  a  spy.  A  monument,  bf 
order  of  the  king,  was  erected  to  his  memory  in  Westminster  Abbey.^En. 
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propbecies  oat  of  bad  omens.  My  friendship  for  you  makes  me  per- 
sist in  our  correspondence ;  but  tenderness  for  my  country  makes  me 
abhor  detailing  its  errors,  and  regard  to  truth  wiU  not  allow  me  to  as- 
sert what  I  do  not  believe.  I  wait  for  events^  that  I  may  send  you 
something;  and  yet  my  accounts  are  dry  and  brief»  because, I  confine 
myself  to  avowed  facts,  without  comments  or  credulity.  My  socio- 
ty  is  grown  very  narrow,  and  it  is  natural  at  sixty-three  not  to  con- 
cern myself  in  the  private  history  of  those  that  might  be  my  grand« 
children.  Even  their  sallies  become  less  splendid  as  opulence  is 
Yanished ;  and,  though  national  follies  forerun  and  contribute  to  the  de- 
cline of  a  great  country,  they  stop  with  it,  not  from  repentance,  but 
impoteoce.  'Tis  insolent  power  that  tramples  on  laws  and  morals*^ 
Poverty  is  only  vicious  by  imitation,  or  refractory  from  oppression. 
Bobbery,  indeed,  continues  at  high-water  mark,  though  the  army  and 
navy  have  drawn  off  such  hosts  of  outlaws  and  vagrants.  That  they 
have  successors,  proves  the  increase  of  want. 

22nd. 

There  was  an  odd  interlude  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Some  of 
the  Opposition  proposed ^  to  thank  the  late  Speaker,  Sir  Fletcher. 
Lord  North  had  promised  not  to  gainsay  it.  Neither  side  could  ad- 
mire such  a  worthless  fellow :  those  he  has  left,  less  than  those  that 
have  adopted  him ;  and  yet  the  vote  of  thanks  passed  by  a  majority 
of  40:-^and  so  one  may  be  thanked  for  being  a  rogue  on  all  sides !  * 
If  thanks  grow  cheaper,  they  will  at  least  be  more  striking  when 
bestowed  on  the  worthy;  for  every  one  will  say,  *'  Such  a  one  does 
deserve  praise." 

It  looks  a  little  as  if  we  should  quarrel  downright  with  the  Dutch. 
I  do  not  wonder  that  we  mind  so  little  an  enemy  more  or  less;  for, 
nomerous  as  our  foes  are,  they  certainly  are  very  awkward.  We 
hurt  ourselves  a  thousand  times  more  than  they  do.  We  have  done 
oothing  that  signifies  a  straw ;  but  they  have  done  less. 


LETTER  CCCXL. 

Berkeley  Square,  Dec.  12th,  1780. 
Your  Florence,  no  doubt,  is  much  occupied  by  the  death  of  the 
Empress-Queen.f    It  turns  all  eyes  on  the  Emperor,  and  sets  thou* 

*  The  motion  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Thomas  Tovnsfaend,  and  supported  generally 
^  the  Opposition,  bot  warmly  resisted  on  the  Court  side,  although  the  Ministers 
ttieinselves  took  no  direct  part  It  was,  however,  carried  on  a  division,  by  a  ma- 
Jmtyofl36to96.— Ed. 

t  Maria-Theresa,  Empress  of  Germany,  Queen  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  and 
hereditary  Archdnchess  of  Austria.  This  great  Princess,  (nother  of  the  Grand* 
Doke  of  Tuscany,  died  at  Vienna  on  the  2dtb  of  November,  in  her  sixty-third  year. 
-Ed. 
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s)Binds  of  tongues  to  work,  the  owners  of  every  one  of  which  will  ex- 
pect to  pass  for  a  prophet,  if  Caesar  within  these  two  years  takes  one 
step  which  is  at  all  like  twenty,  any  one  of  which  it  is  probable  he 
may  take.  I  was  with  you  just  forty  years  ago,  when  the  departed 
Empress  came  to  the  crown.^  What  a  tide  of  events  that  era  oe- 
casioned !.  You  and  I  shall  not  see  much  of  what  this  may  produce  I 
and  therefore  I  will  not  guess  at  a  history  that  is  in  its  cradle  for  me, 
and  that  I  shall  not  be  acquainted  with  when  it  is  come  to  years  of 
discretion,    I  wish  our  own  wars  were  come  to  that  pass ! 

The  new  Parliament,  which  is  now  gone  to  keep  its  Christmas,  has 
been  but  little  ruffled ;  nay,  as  if  there  were  no  new  matter,  they  are 
to  tap  again,  after  the  holidays,  the  whole  story  of  Keppel  and  Palli- 
ser.  Indeed,  at  this  instant,  the  town  expect  news  of  an  engagement 
between  Darby  and  D'Estaing;  though  I  think  there  are  more  reasons 
for  not  thinking  it  probable :  however,  I  have  still  less  skill  in  naval 
matters  than  even  in  others. 

Our  old  acquaintance.  Lord  Pomfret,  has  taken  his  chastisement 
very  patiently,  which  {ooks  less  mad  than  he  was  thought.t 

This  is  the  sum  of  my  present  knowledge :  and  thus  a  most  tuiki- 
lent  year  has  the  appearance  of  concluding  drowsily  enough;  and, 
for  fleets  and  armies,  their  exploits  on  both  sides,  would  lie  in  a  nut- 
shell. An  historian  may  be  sorry,  but  a  man  of  feeling  must  rejoice 
that  such  scourges  as  armaments  may  do  such  little  mischief  to  the 
human  race.  Fame  cannot  be  acquired  but  by  the  groans  of  hospi- 
tals fqll  of  sufierers !  The  last  act  of  the  Empress-Queen,  the  stem* 
ming  the  torrent  of  blood  between  her  son  and  the  King  of  Prussia, 
is  in  my  eyes  the  brightest  in  her  annals. 


LETTER  CCCXLI, 

Berkeley  Square,  Dec  21, 1760. 
I  AM  sorry  that  ipy  letters  of  late  years  contain  so  many  eras; 
this  dates  a  new  one,  of  an  additional  war  with  Holland.    The  Mani- 

*  Iq  a  letter  dated  Florence,  July  9, 1740,  Walpole  thus  wrote  to  his  friend  Goo* 
way :  *^  I  am  happy  here  to  o  degrea  PU  tell  you  my  situation  ;  I  am  lodged  with 
Mr.  Mann,  the  beat  of  creatures.  I  have  a  terreno  all  to  myself,  with  an  opeo  gal* 
lery,  on  the  Arno,  where  lam  now  writing  to  you.  Over  against  me  is  fbe  ftnioai 
Gallery;  and  on  either  hand  two  fair  bridges.  Is  not  Ihis  charming  and  cool  ^ 
The  oir  is  so  serene,  and  so  secure,  that  one  sleeps  with  all  the  windows  and  doors 
thrown  open  to  the  river,  and  only  covered  witb  a  li^ht  gause  to  keep  away  the 
)cnats.  The  people  are  good  humoured  here,  and  easy ;  and,  what  makes  me  plessed 
with  them,  they  are  pleased  with  me.  One  loves  to  find  people  care  for  one,  wbsn 
they  can  have  no  view  in  if— Collective  Edition,  vol.  i.  p.  50.— Ed. 

t  Lord  Pomfret  was  reprimancled  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords  by  the  Ix>ro 
Chancellor.  On  being  taken  from  it  and  admitted  to  his  seat,  he  engaged  upon 
bis  honour  not  to  pursue  further  any  measure  of  violence  against  the  person  of  toe 
Puke  of  Grafton.— Eo. 
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ftsto  of  our  Court  appeared  in  the  Gazette  Extraordinary  this  inoni-> 
iog.  I  am  no  prophecytng  politician,  you  know ;  and  if  I  were,  aa 
I  am  too  old  to  be  a  sanguine  one,  I  should  not  disperse  my  Sibylline 
leaves  about  Europe. 

Another  fact,  that  must  speak  for  itself,  is  that  Admiral  Darby  has 
brouffht  his  fleet  home,  as  D^Estaing  has  led  the  French  and  Spanish 
iqaadrons  and  the  trade  to  Brest,  rray  desire  the  Emperor  to  leave 
(Mend  opeop  or  I  shall  not  be  able  to  write  to  you  at  alL  It  is  not 
my  pleasant  at  present;  for,  with  so  many  intervening  enemies  and 
interlopers,  one  can  converse  with  no  more  frankness  than  in  a  Con- 
pss  of  Ambassadors.  I  write  as  much  as  I  can  for  your  satisfaction^ 
bat  DO  Continental  post-office  will  ever  learn  from  me  a  tittle  they 
<iid  not  know  before.  You  may  suffer  by  it,  but  I  am  sure  approve 
me.  Do  not  imagine  there  is  either  iadium  or  air  in  this.  I  do 
know  nothing  before  it  has  happened :  it  is  merely  my  own  comment 
ibat  I  suppress,  as  I  love  my  country  too  well  to  treat  foreigners  with 
any  thing  I  am  sorry  for. 

Having  thus  said  my  say,  I  have  nothing  of  the  least  consequence 
loadd.  The  town  island  will  be  empty  till  the  Parliament  meets; 
and  then,  people  witt  return,  because  it  is  the  fashion  to  go  to  New- 
market: for,  in  countries  that  are  or  have  been  great,  im  chief  phi-, 
bopbers  are  such  as  have  no  philosophy^  and  who  consign  over  to  the 
iflferior  classes  the  sense  of  public  calamities.  In  fact,  the  world  is 
grown  more  intrepid  than  in  ancient  days.  Our  progenitors  braved 
eoemies ;  we  moderns  defy  elements,  and  do  not»  like  the  effeminate 
Greeks  and  Romans,  go  into  winter  quarters  at  the  back  of  the  alma« 
sack ;  and  thence  winds,,  waves,,  and  etimates  gain  the  most  consi<^ 
derable  victories.  There  has  been  a  hurricane  at  St.  Ritt's,  that,, 
according  to  the  etiquette  of  destruction,  deserves  a  triumphal  arch,, 
—perhaps  opima  spolicLp  for  nothing  hf^  yet  been  heard  of  Admiral 
Kowley  !*  Oh  !  but  I  cannot  sport,  when  humanity  aches  in  every 
serve  I  and  when  the  seals  of  a  new  book  are  opened,  like  those  in 
the  Revelations !  I  detest  war,  nor  can  perceive  that  any  body  has 
cause  to  esult  in  it«    Adieu  I 

'  DbrJDg  this  drasdfol  hinrtcane,  the  sqaadron  under  the  eorooMind  of  Admiral 
Bowley  returoed  to  Jamaica,  mostly  dismasted,  and  all  disabled.  The  Sterling 
Gutle  was  lost  on  the  coast  of  Hispaniola,  and  only  fifty  of  the  crew  saved ;  and 
the  Tbooderer^  nnder  the  conduct  of  Commodore  the  Hononrable  Boyle  Walstng^ 
laai,  son  of  the  Earl  of  Shannon,  was  so  completely  swallowed  np  by  this  conflict 
of  the  elements^  that  no  memorial  or  particolais  of  her  catastrophe  ever  cama  to» 
light-^EiK 
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LETTER  CCCXLIL 


Berkeley  Square,  Dec  31, 1780. 
I  HAVE  received,  and  thank  you  nouch  for  the  curious  history*  of 
the  Count  and  Countess  of  Albany ;  what  a  wretched  conclusion  of  a 
wretched  family  !  Surely  no  royal  race  was  ever  so  drawn  to  tbe 
dregs  1  The  other  Couotessf  you  mention  seems  ta  approach  still 
nearer  to  dissolution.  Her  death  a  year  or  two  ago  might  have  pre- 
vented  the  sale  of  the  pictures, — not  that  I  know  it  wouM.  Wbo 
can  say  what  madness  in  the  bands  of  villany^  would  or  would  not 
have  done  ?*  Now,  I  think  her  dying  would  only  put  more  into  tbe 
reach  of  rascals.  But  I  am  indifferent  what  they  do ;  nor,  but  thus 
occasionally,  shall  I  throw  away  a  thought  on  that  chapter. 

AH  chance  of  acconHRodatioa  with  Holland  is  vanished.  Count 
Welderen  and  his  wife  departed  this  morning.  All  they  who  are  to 
gain  by  privateers  and  captures  are  delighted  with  a  new  6eld  of 
plunder.  Piracy  is  more  practicable  than  victory.  Not  being  an 
admirer  of  wars,  I  shall  reserve  my  feux  dejaie  for  peace. 

My  letters,  I  think,  are  rather  eras  than  journals.  Three  days 
ago  commenced  another  dale — the  establishment  of  a  family  for  the 
Prince  of  Wales.  I  do  not  know  all  the  Dames,  and  fewer  of  the 
faces  that  compose  it ;  nor  intend.  I,  wbo  kissed  the  hand  of  George  I., 
have  no  coh*s  tooth  for  the  Court  of  George  IV.  Nothing  is  so  ri- 
diculous as  an  antique  face  in  a  juvenile  drawing-room.  I  believe 
that  they  who  have  spirits  enough  to  be  absurd  in  their  decrepitude, 
are  happy,  for  they  certainly  are  not  sensible  of  their  folly ;  but  I, 
who  have  never  forgotten  what  I  thought  in  my  youth  of  such  super- 
annuated idiots,  dread  nothing  more  than  misplacing  myself  in  my 
old  age.  In  truth,  I  feel  no  such  appetite;  and,  excepting  the  young 
of  my  own  family,  about  whom  I  am  interested,  I  have  mighty 
small  satisfaction  in  the  company  oi  posterity ;  for  so  the  present  gene- 
ration seem  to  me.  I  would  contribute  any  thing  to  their  pleasure,  but 
what  cannot  contribute  to  it — my  own  presence.  Alas !  how  many 
of  this  age  are  swept  away  before  me ;  six  thousand  have  been  noowed 
down  at  once  by  the  late  hurricane  at  Barbadoes  alone!  How 
Europe  is  paying  the  debts  it  owes  to  America !  Were  I  a  poet,  I 
would  paint  hosts  of  Mexicans  and  Peruvians  crowding  the  shores 

*  The  PreteQder*iB  wife  complaiRing  to  the  Oreat-Duke  of  her  hoebeBd'a  beastly 
behaviour  to  her,  that  Prince  cootriv^  her  escape  into  a  convent,  and  tbesee  aeot 
her  to  Rome,  where  she  was  proteeted  by  the  Cardinal  of  York,  and  her  hasbaad^ 
brother.  [Afler  the  death  of  the  Pretender  in  1788,  the  Countess  of  Albany  Uvel* 
led  in  Italy  and  France,  and  lived  with  the  celebrated  Alfieri^  te  whom  she  wat 
said  to  have  been  privately  married.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the  Frenph  Revolu- 
tion, she  took  refuge  in  England.  For  Wal  pole's  account  of  his  interview  with,  and 
description  of,  her  in  1791,  see  Collective  Editioni  vol.  vi,  p.  436. — Eo.] 

t  The  Countess  of  Qrford.  [Tbe  Coantess  died  ia  the  following  roonth  at  Piii* 
— Eo. 
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of  Styx,  and  insulting  the  muhittides  of  the  asurpersof  their  continent 
that  have  been  sending  themselves  thither  for  these  five  or  six  years. 
The  poor  Africans,  too,  have  no  call  to  be  merciful  to  European 
ghosts.  Those  miserable  slaves  have  just  now  seen  whole  crews  of 
meD-of-war  swallowed  by  the  late  hurricane.  We  do  not  yet  know 
the  extent  of  our  loss.  You  would  think  it  very  slight,  if  you  saw 
how  little  impression  it  makes  on  a  luxurious  capital.  An  overgrown 
metropolis  has  less  sensibility  than  marble;  nor  can  it  be  conceived 
by  those  not  conversant  in  one.  I  remember  hearing  what  diverted 
me  then :  a  voung  gentlewoman,  a  native  of  our  rock,  St.  Helena, 
tod  who  had  never  stirred  beyond  it,  being  struck  with  the  emotion 
occasioned  there  by  the  arrival  of  one  or  two  of  our  China  ships, 
said  to  the  captain, "  There  must  be  a  great  solitude  in  London  as  often 
as  the  China  ships  come  away  !"  Her  imagination  could  not  have 
compassed  the  idea,  if  she  had  been  told  ti>at  six  years  of  war,  the 
absence  of  an  army  of  fifty  or  sixty  thousand  men  and  of  all  our 
squadrons,  and  a  new  debt  of  many,  many  millions,  would  npt  make 
an  alteration  in  the  receipt  at  the  door  of  a  single  theatre  in  London. 
I  do  not  boast  of,  or  applaud,  this  profligate  apathy.  When  pleasure 
is  our  business,  our  business  is  never  our  pleasure;  and,  if  four  wars 
caQDot  awaken  us,  we  shall  die  in  a  dream  I 


r 

LETTER  CCCXLIII. 

Berkeley  Square,  Jao.  9, 1781. 
This  can  be  but  a  short  letter,  for  I  have  scarcely  time  to  write  it ; 
but  as  to-day's  papers  would  alarm  you,  and  cannot  carry  the  relief 
which  arrived  since  they  were  printed,  I  cannot  leave  you  for  a  mo- 
ment under  anxiety — I  may  say,  for  me,  as  I  am  so  much  concerned. 
In  short,  advice  came  by  daybreak  yesterday,  that  two  thousand 
FreDch  (magnified  to  above  four  thousand)  bad  landed  on  Saturday 
last  in  Jersey,  had  seized  the  lieutenaftt-governor  tn  his  bed,  and  were 
masters  of  the  island.  Orders  were  seol  to  Portsmouth  to  send  what 
force  could  be  had,  and  an  express  to  General  Conway  to  bid  him 
repair  thither.*    He  came  to  town  on  wings  of  winds,  and  never 

*  On  this  second  attempt  of  the  French  upen  the  island  of  Jersey,  the  Baron  de 
Rollecourt,  who  had  been  next  in  command  to  Count  Nassau  in  the  furmer  attack 
opon  the  island,  was  the  OJidertoker,  and  supposed  to  be  the  framer.  He  landed 
us  troops  in  the  night  at  a  place  called  the  Violet  Bank,  about  three  miles  from 
8t  Uelier;  and  so  shamefully  remiss  were  the  militia  in  their  duty,  that  thev  were 
leized  asleep  by  the  enemy,  who  were  thus  for  several  hoors  opoi>  the  island  with- 
nt  the  smallest  alarm  being  given.  The  British  Iroopt  statioaed  ia  the  island 
bring  assembled  from  all  quarters,  under  the  command  of  Major  Pierson,  being 
nqoired  by  the  French  commander  to  submit,  an  attack  was  instantly  made  with 
neb  impetuosity,  that  the  enemy  were  routed  on  all  sides,  the  Baron  mortally 
voonded,  and  the  next  in  command  obliged  to  surrender  himself  and  the  whole 
Ptrty,  amooDting  to  about  eight  hundred^  prisoaers  of  war.    To  Major  Piersoo,  who 
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pulled  them  off«  and  in  two  hours  was  oo  the  road  to  PortsmoQth.  I 
aid  not  see  him»  for  he  never  wastes  an  instant  on  such  occasions. 
Judge  of  my  anxiety  I  It  was  for  more  than  his  broken  arm.  Well, 
at  noon  to-day  we  heard  that  the  troops  had  rallied,  attacked  the 
French,  gained  a  complete  victory,  pushed  four  hundred  into  the  sea, 
and  taken  twelve  hundred.  These  are  the  troops  that  Mr.  Conway 
himself  formed  last  year«  To  me  this  battle  ia  worth  the  day  at 
Blenheim. 


LETTER  CC€XL1Y. 

Berkeley  Square^  Jan.  18,  I78L 
I  HAVE  received  your  second  letter  about  the  Countess  of  Albany,  and 
her  retreat  to  Rome — or  rather  her  Imprisonment  there.  Are  they  Jews 
enough,  if  the  Count  should  die,  to  uncanonise  the  Cardinal  and  make 
him  raise  up  issue  to  his  brother,  which  the  brother  coutd  not  do  for 
himself? 

1  told  you  last  week  of  the  loss  and  recovery  of  Jersey.  General 
Conway,  without  losing  a  second,  embarked  at  Portsmouth  in  the 
heat  of  such  a  storm  that  a  transport  with  sixty  men  was  lost  as  he 
sailed,  and  the  cutter  that  preceded^  to  notify  his  coming,  has  not 
been  heard  of  since!  He  was  tempested  about  for  two  whole  days 
and  nights,  in  such  danger  that  the  captain  of  the  frigate  despaired. 
Though  it  was  a  disappointment  and  vexation,,  for  they  knew  nothing  of 
the  safety  of  the  island,  it  was  fortunate  that  they  could  not  get  out  of 
the  channel,  or  they  had  probably  been  lost  l  With  great  difficulty 
they  got  into  Plymouth,  where  they  learnt  the  good  news  from  the 
French  themselves,  who  had  been  made  prisoners  in  Jersey.  Mr. 
Conway  arrived  at  Park-place  on  Sunday  hast,  but  was  forced  to 
take  to  his  bed,  where  he  remained  till  yesterday,  when  be  rose  for  a 
few  hours.  He  had  caught  a  cold,  rheumatism  all  over,  and  a  fever: 
what  was  worse,  and  perhapsthe  cause  of  hia  fever,  a  good-natared 
sailor,  seeing  him  awkward  at  getting  up  the  ladder  into  the  frigate, 
and  not  knowing,  or  not  considering,  that  he  had  a  broken  arm,  gave 
it  such  a  kind  tug  that  he  almost  brokef  it  again !  In  that  pain  of 
body  and  mind  he  retained  all  his  patience  and  tranquillity,  and  as* 
tonished  even  his  own  nephew  Colonel  Conway,.*  who  knows  hinot 
and  who  repeated  it  to  me  with  as  much  admiration  as  if  he  had 
never  seen  him  before.  I  flatter  myself  that  he  will  be  able  to  come 
to  town  on  Monday. 

This  is  a  most  interesting  chapter  to  mev  and  as  such  I  perhaps 
have  dwelt  on  it  too  long.    But  it  intercepts  nothing  else.    Notao 

was  shot  throagh  the  heart,  in  the  moment  of  victory,  a  monument  was  erected  tt 
the  public  expense. — ^Ed. 
*  Robert,  third  son  of  Francis  Earl  of  Hertford. 
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erent  has  happened,  nor  an  account  arrived  of  any,  since  I  wrote 
last  week.    Tuesday  the  Parliamentary  campaign  will  open  again. 
Ikoow  full  as  little  of  what  are  to  be  its  objects.    Sir  Joseph'  Yorke 
not  beiag  returned,  makes  the  conjecturera  imagine  the  reconcilia« 
tion  with  Holland  is  not  desperate.    They  say,  too,  that  the  Dutch 
bare  not  yet  issued  letters  of  marque ;  but  on  those  matters  I  talk 
;  qalte  in  the  dark,  and  with  the  vulgar.     I  hold  to  the  world  but  by 
I  few  threads;  and,  when  an  old  man  takes  no  pains  to  keep  up  the 
;  connexion,  the  world  is  not  at  all  solicitous  to  preserve  it.    Your 
I  nephew,  I  conclude,  will  soon  be  in  town,  and  will  be  more  copious 
'  than  I  am.    It  is  not  that  I  have  less  inclination  than  ever  to  be  your 
I  journalist,  but  I  now  live  in  so  confined  a  circle,  that  common  occur- 
I  rences  rarely  arrive  to  me  till  they  have  been  in  all  the  newspapers 
I  --andi  to  give  those  historians  their  due,  nothing  comes  aimiss  to 
them ;  and,  lest  they  should  defraud  their  customers,  they  keep  open 
shop  for  every  thing,  true  or  false,  or  scandalous,  or  ever  so  private^ 
or  ever  so  little  relative  to  the  public.    Ancient  annalists  thought 
nobody  game  below  a  monarch,  or  a  general;  or  a  high-priest.    Mo- 
'  dem  intelligencers  have  no  mercy  on  posterity ;  and,  not  considering 
how  enormous  the  lack  of  events  is  grown,  contribute  all  in  their 
:  power  to  store  the  world  with  the  history  of  every  body  in  it.    In 
I  troth,  this  duty  has  become  so  extensive,  tnat  it  has  totally  gbven  ex- 
;  chsion  here  to  all  the  rest  of  the  earth  where  we  are  not  concerned. 
!  Ve  know' no  more  of  what  passes  in  Europe  than,  in  Africa.    To 
I  make  amends, 'America  and  Asia  are  fully  discussed.    At  this  mo- 
nent,  I  might,  if  I  pleased,  be  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  king  of 
Tknjore  and  all*  his  afiairs;  not  quite  upon  his  own  account,  but  be- 
eaoae  there  is  a  contest  at  the  India  House  about  one  Mr.  Ben- 
field  ;  who,  by  the. way,  is  believed  to  be  agent  for  the  nabob  of  Arcot, 
&Dd  to  have  retained  nind  members  of  Parliament  in  the  interest  of 
that  petty  sovereign*^-*scandai,  to  be  sure  I     And  perhaps  you  think 
lam  talking  to  you  out  of  the  Mogul  Toles ;  but  I  have  long  told 
you  that  you  have — can  have — no  idea  of  your  own  country.     Well : 
look  into  the  Roman  History  just  before  the  fall  of  the  Republic  ; 

*Paol  Benfield,  the  a^ent  of  the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  had  made  a  claim  of  250,0002. 
nthe  East  India  Company,  being  the  alleged  proceeds  of  a  crop  on  the  lands  of 
Tanjore,  aown  by  the  Nabob  and  mortgaged  to  Benfield.  The  claim  was  considered 
to  be  fraudulent,  from  the  improbability  that  a  private  person  of  little  or  no  property, 
ihoold  have  been  able  to  advance  so  large  a  sam.  Mr.  Burke,  in  his  celebrated 
■peecii  on  the  Nabob's  debts,  io  1785,  describes  Benfield  as  ^  the  old  betrayer,  in- 
Milter,  oppressor,  and  scourge  of  India— the  grand  parliamentary  reformer,  the  refor- 
BKT  to  whom  the  whole  choir  of  reformers  bow ;  and  who,  amidst  his  charitable  toils 
vthe  relief  of  India,  did  not  forget  the  poor,  rotten  constitution  of  his  native  country: 
nr  be  did  not  disdain  to  stoop  tovthe  trade  of  a  wholesale  upholsterer  for  thjs  House, 
lofbrnish  it,  not  with  the  fiided  tapestry  figures  of  antiquated  merit,  such  as  deco- 
nte,  and  may  reproach,  some  other  houses,  but  with  real,  solid,  living  patterns  of 
^1  modern  virtue.*'  **  Paul,"  he  adds,  «<  made  (reckoning  himselO  no  fewer  than 
^ht  members  in  the  last  Parliament :  what  copious  streams  of  pure  blood  must  he 
M  bivQ  tranafused  into  the  veins  of  the  present !"— £o.  ^ 
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you  will  find  orations  for  King  Deiotarus,  and  of  proconsuls  pen- 
sioned by  tributary  sovereigns.  In  short,  you  will  see  how  splendid 
and  vile  the  ruins  were  of  a  great  empire ! 

Feb.2iid. 

It  is  said  that  more  than  one  surly  rescript  has  been  received  from 
Russia^  with  whom  we  look  to  have  war.  The  Parliament  is  most 
courtly :  yesterday,  indeed,  there  were  a  hundred  and  forty-nine  for 
a  censure  on  the  preferment  of  Sir  Hugh  Palliser  to  Greenwich  Hos- 
pital, but  &bove  two  hundred  admired  the  choice.* 

On  Monday  is  to  begin  the  trial  of  Lord  Greorge  Gordon,  which 
will  at  least  occupy  every  body  for  some  days.  I  should  be  inclined  to 
leave  that  subject  to  your  nephew,  but  I  do  not  know  whether  he  is 
in  town :  at  least  I  have  not  seen  him,  nor  heard  his  name  this  winter. 

The  East  Indian  fleet,  of  vast  value,  is  safe  arrived  in  Ireland. 
Sir  Thomas  Rumbold  is  on  board  it,  and  his  value  is  estimated  at  a 
million.f  I  do  not  wonder  that  a  nabob  can  afford  to  buy  a  gang  of 
members  of  Parliament. 


LETTER  CCX:iXLV. 

Berkeley  Sqoare,  Feb.  6, 1761. 

Last  night  when  I  came  homoi  I  found  your  two  letters  of  January- 
13th  and  16th ;  the  one  to  prepare  me  for,  and  the  second  to  announce^ 
Lady  Orford's  death.  It  has  been  reported  here  for  a  fortnight  that 
she  was  dead :  so,  perhaps,  some  body  sent  a  courier  to  her  son,  or 
to  Sharpe  her  lawyer ;  or,  more  probably,  her  heir  might  send  one  to 
Hoare.  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  all  that;  but  I  have  this  minute 
written  to  her  son,  and  sent  him  the  individual  copy  of  her  will  that 
I  have  received  from  you,  and  the  few  particulars  you  have  told 
me.t 

My  first  reflection  naturally  is,  that,  had  my  lord  had  patieoce  but 
for  a  year,  he  would  have  had  no  occasion  to  sell  his  pictures ;  sup- 
posing which,  I  do  not  think  that,  without  his  mother^s  death,  be 
would  have  had  that  occasion.    My  own  opinion  is,  that  the  wretches 

*  The  motiofi,  which  was  made  by  Mh  Fox,  was  for  a  censare  on  the  appoiol* 
meat  of  Sir  Hugh  Palliser  to  the  governmeDt  of  Greenwich  Hoepital.  Sir  Hught 
who  bad  jost  taken  his  seat  ibf  Huntingdon,  thiough  the  interest  of  the  Birl  of  Sand- 
wich, defended  himeelf  at  oonaideiable  length.  The  nombenB  on  the  division  wen 
140  for,  ai^  214  against  the  rnotioo«-*EB. 

t  In  1779,  Sir  Thomas  Rarobold  bad  been  appointed  Governor  of  Madnu^  •» 
created  a  baronet— £d. 

t  Walpole,  in  a  letter  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cole,  of  the  7th,  says,  <«  She  has  left  efSiT 
thing  in  her  power  to  her  frimkd  Cavalier  Mozxi,  at  Florence,  but  her  eon  coorti 
into  her  large  esute,  besides  her  great  jointore^**  See  Cdlective  Edition,  vol.  i.  ^ 
170,  and  vol.  vL  p.  IIC^Ed. 
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rouod  him  precipitated  the  sale,  as  money  is  more  purloinable  than  a 
palace  of  pictures. 

By  the  will  it  seems  her  ladyship  claims  no  power  over  her 
landed  estates  in  England,  though  I  have  heard  that  she  pretended 
to  have  a  right  to  dispose  of  part :  but  all  that  is  nothing  to  me. 

I  have  no  public  news  to  add  but  what  I  scarce  know  yet,  the  trial 
of  Lord  George  Gordon.  It  was  yesterday,  and  they  say  he  was 
acquitted  at  five  this  morning  ;*  but  this  I  have  learnt  only  from  my 
servants,  for  I  have  been  writing  to  notify  my  Lady  Orford's  death 
to  my  relations  that  they  may  mourn,  and  bespeaking  mourning,  and 
doing  soch  necessary  things ;  and  have  seen  no  body  yet,  and,  in  fact, 
did  not  care  a  straw  about  my  Lord  George  any  more  than,  when 
any  living  creature  is  trying  for  his  life,  I  feel  at  the  moment,  and 
wish  him  to  escape. 


LETTER  CCCXLVL 

Strawberry  Hill,  Sunday  night,  Feb.  11, 1781. 
On  Friday  ctvening  I  received  the  probate  of  Lady  O.'s  will,  and 
your  two  letters,  in  one  which  you  mention  the  doubts  of  the  Florentine 
lawyers  on  the  validity  of  the  disposition.  I  was  very  sorry  to  hear 
of  these  doubts,  and  shall  consider  well — ^nay,  consult  the  most  con- 
scientious persons  I  can, — before  I  acquaint  my  lord  with  them.  I  do 
not  like  questioning  of  wills  where  the  intention  of  the  testator  is  evi- 
dent ;  nor  are  there  many  cases  in  which  I  should  approve  of  it,  except 
on  strong  suspicions  of  foul  practices,  or  notorious  incapacity  of  the  de^ 
^ased.  Though  I  could  have  no  esteem  for  Lady  Orford,  I  shall  be 
extremely  averse  from  being  even  an  indirect  instrument  of  disputing 
her  will ;  and,  should  I  be  advised  in  duty  to  inform  my  lord  of  the 
cavil,  I  shall,  I  think,  desire  you  to  opnvey  the  notice  to  him  through 
some  other  channel.  Nothing  but  my  becoming  persuadecLthat  I  ou^t 
to  acquaint  him  with  the  doubts  on  die  validity,  shall  make  me  contri- 
bute to  his  knowing  them.  I  shall  consult  General  Conway,  who  is 
omsdence  itself;  and  Lord  Camden,  who,  though  a  lawyer,  has  left 
off  business,  and  who,  I  trusty  is  too  eld  to  think  merely  as  a  lawyer, 
nidess  as  one  who  has  presided  in  a  court  of  equity.  Lord  Orford  may 
act  by  me  as  he  pleases,  or,  poor  man  i  as  his  creatures  please.  I  will 
neither  pay  court  to  him,  for  he  has  used  me  with  extravagant  ingrati- 
tude ;  nor  ever  do  but  what  is  strictly  right  about  him,  as  I  have  always 
done,  with  a  degree  of  delicacy  that  woridly  prudence  would  condenm, 

*  Lord  George  Gordon  was  tried  at  the  bar  of  the  Goort  of  King's  Bench  before 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Mansfield,  and  Justices  Waller,  Ashorst,  and  Buller.  His  coun- 
sel were  Mr.  Kenyon  and  Mr.  Erskine.  At  a  qatrter  afler  five  in  the  morning  the 
jary  returned  a  verdict  of  Not  Guilty.  Hannah  More  says,  in  a  letter  to  her  sister, 
**  Public  thanksgivings  were  returned  last  Sunday  in  several  churches  for  his  acquit- 
liL    I  know  some  who  actoally  heard  it  in  Audley  ChapeL^-^ED. 
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and  which  certainly  has  been  yerj  prejudicial  to  my  family.  Bat  I  can- 
not  lament  what  I  did  from  princijple  and  tenderness  t  nor  can  I  vindicate 
myself  to  the  world  so  fully  as  I  mighty  while  he  has  such  a  measure 
of  sense  as  woilld  be  wounded  if  I  talked  too  openly  of  his  madness. 
It  is  plain  that  he,  who,  with  no  semblance  of  a  quarrel  to  me,  can 
treat  me  in  so  injurious  a  manner,  after  such  tried  services  and  repeat- 
ed obligations,  must  hare  had  the  most  abominable  lies  told  him  oi  me. 
I  will  indubitably  take  the  first  occasion  that  shall  present  itself  of 
making  my  whole  conduct  towards  him  known,  and  tnat  of  his  crea* 
tares.  I  care  not  a  rush  about  his  fortune,  but  I  will  not  part  with  mj 
character,  which  I  prefer  to  all  he  has ;  and  had  much  rather  lose  the 
former,  were  it  likely  to  come  to  me,  than  the  latter. 

I  know  no  news — in  fact  I  have  been  entirely  taken  up  with  this 
afifair.  The  accession  of  fortune  to  my  lord  makes  not  the  slightest 
change  in  my  resolutions,  it  rather  strengthens  them;  for  I  should  de- 
spise myself  if  his  ieulditional  wea|th  could  make  me  stoop  to  flatter  a 
madman. 

P.S.  Poor  Lady  Dick*  is  dead,  and  Mrs.  Pitt ;  the  latter  in  a  mad- 
house. 


LETTER  OCCXLVn. 

Strawberry  Hill,  Feb.  36, 1781. 
I  SHALL  not  weary  you  again  with  saying  any  more  about  my  hB' 
phew.  I  have  done  with  him  !  An  affair  is  going  to  take  place  Aat 
is  not  unconnected  with  him,  and  that  gi^es  me  some  satisfaetioo. 
Lord  Walpole's  eldest  son,  who  at  present  stands  in  the  light  of  heif' 
apparent  to  both  branches  of  the  family,  and  whom  Iiord  O.  is  at  least 
bound  to  my  late  uncle  to  make  his  heir  in  succession,  is  goinr  to  man; 
one  of  my  numerous  nieces.  Lady  Mary  Churchill's  younger  aaughter.f 
It  is  a  match  of  love  ;  she  is  a  yery  fine  girl,  but  without  a  8&lliiH![* 
Lord  Walple  dislikes  the  match  much,  entirely  on  that  last  defect*, 
but  the  son  is  a  most  honourable  young  man ;  and  the  father^  who  is 
good-natured,  has  at  last  given  his  consent.  Thus,  if  Lord  O/s  mad* 
ness  and  the  villany  of  his  cdunsellors  (and,  I  must  add,  his  own  want 
of  principle)  does  not  reverse  what  he  promised,  all  the  descendanta  ol 
my  father,  the  author  of  the  greatness  of  the  whole  family,  will  not  be 
deprived  of  his  fortune*  My  sister  Malpas's  posterity,  to  whom  i< 
ought  first  to  descend  after  my  brother  and  me,  will  be  defrauded; 
but,  plundered  as  Houghton  is,  the  possessors  will  still  look  up  to  the 
memory  of  its  illustrious  founder.  But  how  weak  are  these  vision 
about  ancestors  and  descendants  !  and  how  extraordinarily  weak  am  I 
to  harbour  them,  when  I  see  that  a  madman,  a  housemaid,  and  an  at 

*  Wife  of  Sir  John  Dick,  formerly  consul  at  Leghorn, 
t  The  marriage  of  the  Honourable  Horatio  Walpole  with  Sophia,  the  daogbtt 
of  Lady  Mary  Churchill,  took  place  in  July. — Ed. 
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lomey  can  baffle  all  the  rievrs  Sir  Robert  himself  had  entertained ! 
Gould  he  foresee  that  his  grandson  would  sell  his  collection  of  pictures ; 
or  that  his  grand-daufs^hter  would  marry  the  Kings's  brother  ? — Yet,  if 
one  excluded  visions  and  attended  only  to  the  philosophy  of  reflection, 
—if  cue  always  recollected  how  transitory  are  all  the  g^lories  in  the 
ima^ation, — how  insipid,  how  listless  would  life  be !  Are  fame  or 
science  more  real  ?  Would  we  know  what  is  passed,  on  the  truth  of 
what  history  can  we  depend  ?  Would  we  step  without  the  palpable 
world,  what  do  we  learn  but  by  guess,  or  by  tnat  most  barren  of  all 
responses,  calculation  ?  Is  any  thing  more  lean  than  the  knowledge 
we  attain  by  computing  the  distance  or  magnitude  of  a  planet  i  If  we 
coald  know  more  of  a  world  than  its  size,  would  not  its  sixe  be  the 
least  part  of  our  contemplation  ?  All  I  mean  is,  that  it  matters  not 
with  what  visions,  provided  they  are  harmless,  we  amuse  ourselves ; 
and  that,  so  far  from  combating,  I  often  love  to  entertain  them.  When 
one  has  outlived  one's  passions  and  pursuits,  one  should  become  inactive 
or  morose  if  one's  second  childhood  had  not  its  rattles  and  fables  like 
4e  first. 

I  am  ihe  more  willing  (o  play  with  local  and  domestic  baby-houses, 
as  the  greater  scene  is  still  more  comfortless;  though  what  is  one's 
country  but  one's  family  on  a  larger  scale  ?  What  was  the  glory  of 
immortal  Rome,  but  the  family  pride  of  some  thousand  families? 
All  sublunary  objects  are  but  great  and  little  by  comparison.  You 
and  I  have  lived  long  enough  to  see  Houghton  and  England  emerge, 
the  one  from  a  country  gentleman's  house  to  a  palace,  the  other 
from  an  island  to  an  empire;  and  to  behold  both  stripped  of  their 
acquisitions,  and  lamentable  in  their  ruins.  I  will  push  the  com- 
parison between  large  and  petty  objects  no  farther,  though  both  have 
compounded  the  present  colour  of  my  mind.  I  came  hither  yester- 
day, but  left  nothing  new  in  town.  The  follies  of  a  great  capital  are 
only  new  in  the  persons  of  their  favourites.  The  fanatic  I^ord 
George  Gordon  was  the  reigning  hero  a  fortnight  ago:  the  French 
dancers,  Vestris  and  his  son,  have  dethroned  him,  and  are  the  reign- 
ing bubl)les  in  the  air  at  this  moment.  On  Thursday  was  sevennight 
there  was  an  opera  for  the  sufferers  by  the  late  dreadful  calamities 
at  Barbadoes  and  Jamaica;  the  theatre  was  not  half  full.  Last 
Thursday  w^s  the  benefit  of  Vestris  and  son;  the  house  could  not  re- 
ceive or  contain  the  multitudes  that  presented  themselves.  Their 
oblations  amounted  to  fourteen  hundred  pounds. 

Tou  talk  of  Dutch  prizes :  a  late  storm  has  paid  them  in  a  moment, 
and  thrown  into  their  arms,  at  least  driven  and  wrecked  on  their 
coast,  one  of  our  newly  arrived  Indiamen,  worth  two  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds.  We  consoled  ourselves  with  the  revolt  of  a  large 
hody  of  Washington's  troops;  but,  when  Sir  Henry  Clinton  invited 
them  to  his  standard,  they  impolitely  bound  his  messengers  hand  and 
foot,  and  sent  them  to  the  Congress.*     We  are  apt  to  sing  lo  Posan 

*  Iq  ihe  January  of  this  year,  on  ihe  ocoasion  above  referred  to,  thoagh  smartiDg 
a&der  their  supposed  wroogs,  and  surrouoded  by  the  dangers  to  which  thej  had 
VOL.  II. — 16 
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too  soon,  and  only  show  how  much  we  want  good  news^  by  accept- 
ing every  thing  as  such ;  though  the  second  report  genercilly  proves 
sinister. 


LETTER  CCCXLVIIL 

March  13, 1781. 

I  HAVE  just  received  your  three  lines  of  Feb.  28  by  your  courier, 
and  hurry  to  reply,  less  he  should  call  for  my  answer  before  it  is 
finished.  I  have  indeed  nothing  to  tell  you  that  might  not  go  through 
all  the  inquisitions  and  post-offices  in  Europe ;  for  I  can  only  send 
you  my  own  vague  conjectures  or  opinions.  The  guns  are  going  off 
for  the  conquest  of  Eustatia  by  Rodney,  which  is  just  arrived.*  It 
may  be  a  good  circumstance  towards  disposing  the  Dutch  to  peace; 
and  perhaps  to  balance  what  your  despatch  brings,  which  is  probably 
an  attempt  or  design  on  Minorca.  We  imagine,  too,  that  the  grand 
fleet  sailed  yesterday  at  last,  which  is  to  relieve  Gibraltar,  and  annihi- 
late the  combined  squadrons. 

Last  week  the  stocks  rose  six  per  cent,  in  two  days.  It  was  given 
out  that  the  Emperor  and  Empress  had  offered  their  mediation,  and 
that  all  parties  had  accepted  it,  and  that  Sir  Joseph  Yorke  was  to 
depart  on  wings  of  winds  to  Vienna  to  conclude  the  peace.  Much 
of  this  cargo  of  propitious  news  is  fallen  off,  as  well  as  the  stock?. 
Sir  Joseph  is  not  gone;  and  at  most  it  is  said  that  their  Imperial  Ma- 
jesties have  made  a  defensive  alliance,  and  that  Russia  had  civilly 
told  the  Dutch  that  she  could  do  no  more  for  them,  but  advised  them 
to  make  peace.  Now,  would  you  know  my  own  belief?  It  is,  that, 
whatever  advances  are  made  to  us,  we  shall  profit  of  none,  but  per- 
sist in  the  A^nerican  war ;  at  least  in  such  a  submission  as  may  leave 
us  fower  to  violate  any  treaty  and  begin  again.  Our  foolhardinew 
is  past  all  credibility ;  the  nation  is  besotted,  and  not  a  great  view  is 
left  aboxe  or  below.  If  I  filled  my  paper,  I  should  but  dilate  on  those 
two  points.  For.  my  part,  I  do  assure  you,  I  cast  all  politics  out  of 
my  thoughts.  I  see  no  glimmering  of  hope  that  we  should  be  a  great 
nation  again.;  nor  do  we  deserve  to  be.    1  wish  for  peace  at  any  rate; 

rendered  themselves  J iable,  the  Insurgents  not  only  rejected  the  favourable  offers 
held  out  to  Itiem  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  but,  to  show  their  irreconcilable  enmity  to 
the  mother  country,  delivered  up  the  unhappy  men  who  had  acted  as  his  ageot& 
—Ed. 

•  In  February,  the  British  fleet  and  army,  under  the  commands  of  Sir  George 
Rodney  and  General  Vaughan,  appearing  suddenly  before  an^  surrounding  the 
island  of  St.  Eustatia,  the  IXitch  governor,  ignorant  of  the  rupture  between  Englanp 
and  Holland,  surrendered  it ;  only  recommending  the  town  and  inhabitants  to  Bn- 
tish  clemency.  The  wealth  found  in  the  place  excited  the  astonishment  of  the  con- 
querors. The  value  of  the  commodities  was  estimated  at  more  than  three  milIioo> 
sterling,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  vessels  of  all  descriptions  were  taken  in  the  ba7» 
besides  six  frigates.— Ed. 
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and  I  cease  to  love  my  country,  beeause  I  am  disinterested,  just  as 
they  do  who  sell  it,  because  they  are  the  reverse.  I  cannot  love 
what  deserves  no  esteem. 

Private  news  we  have  none,  but  the  silly  topics  of  dancers  and 
crowds.  Nothing  at  all  passes  in  the  House  of  Lords,  and  not  much 
in  the  other,  but  jobs.  Their  Highnesses  of  Cumberland  have  turned 
short  from  the  King,  and  court  the  Prince  of  Wales,*  and  the  Oppo- 
sition, and  the  Ton,  and  the  mob.  Myfriendsj  sit  still,  and  sensibly 
let  the  hurricane  lower  which  way  it  will.  It  will  soon,  I  suppose, 
produce  confusion  and  new  quarrels ;  but  you  (:now  me  too  well  to 
imagine  that  I  will  embark,  even  in  speculation,  on  chapters  to  come. 
When  I  doubt  almost  all  I  hear^in  the  present  moment,  I  shall  not 
roam  into  guesses  on  future  events,  which  1  probably  shall  not  know 
whether  they  happen  or  not.  Adieu  !  I  must  seal  my  letter  to  have 
it  ready.  It  is  not  very  informing,  but  at  least  it  tells' you  that  every 
thing  is  in  suspense. 


LETTER  CCCXLIX. 

Berkeley  Square,  March  80, 1781. 
I  WROTE  a  letter  to  you  for  your  messenger  the  moment  he  ar- 
n>ed,but  he  was  detained  here  so  long  that  it  must  have  reached  you 
antiquated.  He  found  us  exulting  for  the  capture  of  St.  Eustatia: 
the  scene  is  a  little  changed  since,  both  in  the  West  ajid  East.  Ame- 
rica is  once  more  not  quite  ready  to  be  conquered,  though  every  now 
3od  then  we  fancy  it  is.  Tarleton  is  defeated,  Lord  Cornwallis  is 
checked,  and  Arnold  not  sure  of  having  betrayed  his  friends  to  much 
purpose.  If  we  are  less  certain  of  recovering  what  we  have  thrown 
tway,  we  are  in  full  as  much  danger  of  losing  what  we  acquired, 
not  more  creditably^  at  the  other  end  of  the  world.  Hyder  Ally,  an 
Indian  potentate,  thinking  he  has  as  much  right  to  the  diamonds  of 
his  own  country  as  the  Rumbolds  and  Sykes's,  who  were  originally 
waiters  in  a  tavern,  has  given  us  a  blow,  and  has  not  done.X 

I      *  His  Royal  Higbneas  had,  on  the  let  of  Janoary,  been  declared  of  agfe,  and  ap- 

I   petred  at  Coart  in  his  new  character. — £o. 

I      i  The  Dake  and  Duchess  of  Gloucester. 

I  i  iDtelligence  had  recently  reached  England,  that  Hyder  Ali  Khan,  one  of  the 
(jfRatest  princea  aa  well  ai  the  greatest  warrior  that  Ind  A  ever  produced,  had,  in 
the  preceding  July,  with  an  army  of  one  hundred  tbouaand  men,  burst  at  once,  like 
t  prodigiooa  tempest,  into  the  Carnatic.  This  terrible  invaaion  is  described  by  Mr. 
&rke  in  the  following  wonderful  passage  of  his  ipeeoh  on  the  debta  of  the  Nabob 
of  Arcot:  *«  When  at  length  Hyder  Ali  found  that  he  had  to  do  with  men  who 
ttther  would  sign  no  convention,  or  whom  no  treaty  and  no  signature  could  bind, 
he  decreed  to  make  the  country  posaessed  by  theae  ineorrigible  and  predeitinated 
finals  a  memorable  example  to  mankind.  He  reeolvod,  in  the  gloomy  recesses 
tf  t  mind  capacioos  of  such  things,  to  leave  the  whole  Carnatic  an  everlasting  mona- 
■^t  of  vengeance,  and  to  pu(  perpetual  deaohiion  as  a  banter  between  him  and 
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Europe  has  a  mass  of  debts  to  pay  to  the  other  qilarters  of  the 
globe;  which,  on  the  merit  of  having  improved  navigation  and  in- 
vented gunpowder,  we  have  thought  we  had  a  right  to  desolate  and 
plunder;  and  we  have  been  such  savages  as  to  punish  each  other  for 
our  crimes.  The  Romans  havocited  the  world  for  glory;  the  Spa- 
niards, Portuguese,  Dutch,  and  English,  for  gold ;  but  each  nation 
thirsted  to  engross  the  whole  mass,  and  became  scourges  to  each 
other.  Attila  and  Hyder  Ally  are  at  least  as  innocent  as  Julius 
CfBsar  and  Lord  Clive. 

Our  fleet  is  gone  to  rescue  Gibraltar.  The  French  fleet  has  not  yet 
moved;  but  the  next  month  will  probably  be  an  important  one.  The 
negotiations  for  peace  seem  to  have  stopped  in  their  birth,  and  pro- 
bably will  depend  on  the  events  of  that  month.  The  Dutch  reply  to 
our  Manifesto  will  not  raise  our  credit,  as  it  gives  us  the  lie  pretty 
flatly  on  our  assertion  of  their  having  attempted  to  make  us  no  satis- 
faction on  our  complaints  of  the  conduct  of  Amsterdam.  Methinks 
it  were  better  to  be  a  little  accurate,  as  there  are  more  readers  io 
Europe  than  our  country  gentlemen. 

I  am  sorry  when  I  cannot  admire  all  our  proceedings;  but  politics 
will  not  always  stand  the  test  of  cool  survey.  Indeed,  it  is  not  fair 
to  decide  on  parts,  especially  in  the  heat  of  events.  The  wisdom  of 
measures  must  depend  on  the  prudence,  goodness,  and  object  of  the 
system,  together  with  a  just  calculation  of  the  probability  of  events, 
and  a  comparison  of  the  value  of  the  advantage  of  success  with  the 
danger  and  detriment  of  miscarriage.  I  am  far  from  allowing  that 
even  wise  measures,  with  all  the  profit  of  success,  are  good ;  for  then 

those  against  whom  the  faith  which  holds  the  moral  elementa  of  the  world  together 
waa  no  protection.  Having  terminated  his  dit»putes  with  every  enemy  and  every 
rival,  who  buried  their  mutual  animosities  in  their  common  detestation  against  the 
creditors  of  the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  he  drew  from  every  quarter  whatever  a  savoo^e  fero- 
city Gould  add  to  his  new  rudiments  in  the  artsof  dettruction;  and  compounding  all 
the  nnaterials  of  fury,  havoc^  and  desolation  into  one  black  cload,  he  hung  for  a  while 
on  the  declivities  of  the  mountains.  Whilst  the  autl)ors  of  ail  these  evils  were  idly 
and  stupidly  gazing  on  this  menacing  meteor,  which  blackened  all  their  horizon,  it 
suddenly  burst,  and  poured  down  the  whole  of  its  contents  on  the  plains  of  the  Car- 
natic.  Then  ensued  a  scene  of  wo,  the  like  of  which  no  eye  had  seen,  no  heart 
conceived,  and  which  no  tongue  can  adequately  tell.  All  the  horrors  of  war  before 
known  or  heard  of  were  mercy  to  that  new  havoc.  A  storm  of  universal  fire  blasted 
every  field,  consumed  every  house,  destroyed  every  temple.  The  miserable  in- 
habitants flying  from  their  flaming  villages  in  part  were  slaughtered ;  others,  with- 
out regard  to  sex,  to  age,  to  the  respect  of  rank  or  sacred ness  of  function,  ftthera 
torn  from  children,  husbands  from  wives,  enveloped  in  a  whirlwind  of  cavalry,  and 
amidst  the  goading  spears  of  drivers  and  the  trampling  of  pursuing  horses,  were 
swept  into  captivity  in  an  unknown  and  hostile  land.  Those  who  were  able  to 
evade  this  tempest,  fled  to  walled  cities.  But  escaping  from  fire,  sword,  and  ezilei 
they  fell  into  the  jaivs  of  famine."  In  a  letter  written  home  to  the  East  India  Di- 
rectors at  the  close  of  the  year  1780,  Sir  Eyre  Goote  says  of  Hyder  Ali»  that "  he 
had  taken  every  measure  which  could  occur  to  the  most  experienced  general  todis* 
trees  us,  and  to.render  himself  formidable  ;  and  that  his  conduct  in  his  civil  capacity 
had  been  supported  by  a  degree  of  political  address  unequalled  by  any  power  tbi( 
had  yet  appeared  in  iBdoeUn«*'-*£D. 
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ibrtQDate  cooqoerors  would  be  excusable,  which  I  shall  never  think, 
hot  I  doubt  we  are  not  likely  to  have  that  dazzling  consolation ;  nor 
have  I  knowledge  or  penetration  enough  to  discover  the  beauty  of  the 
system  that  threw  us  into  the  American  war,  and  still  prefers  war 
with  France,  Spain,  and  Holland,  to  the  confession  of  our  mistake. 
Adieu !  my  dear  sir. 
P.S.  I  am  impatient  for  the  History  of  the  Medici. 


LETTER  CCCL. 

Berkeley  Square,  April  27, 1781. 

Peahaps  you  may  think  I  am  fallen  into  a  lethargy ;  but  it  is  only 
the  war  that  is  so.  At  least,  though  the  ocean  is  covered  with  navies, 
they  do  nothing  but  walk  about  in  their  sleep, — unless  you  know  to 
the  contrary ;  for  you  are  nearer  to  the  scene  of  action,  if  there  is 
aoy,  than  we  are.  The  Spanish  fleet  is  said  to  be  retired  to  Cadiz, 
and  to  have  civilly  left  the  path  to  Gibraltar  open,  which  would  be 
wy  civil.  In  short,  I  can  tell  you  nothing  but  hearsay,  or  what 
people  say  without  having  heard.  It  is  a  month  since  I  wrote  to  you, 
and  yet  nothing  has  happened  but  an  Extraordinary  Gazette  or  two, 
which  brags,  like  a  bridegroom  at  threescore,  of  having  forced  two 
little  fortresses  that  begged  to  be  ravished,  and  of  Arbuthnot  having 
balked  an  inferior  squadron.  Methinks  we  Western  powers  should 
make  peace,  and  not  expose  ourselves  to  the  Vandals  of  the  North, 
who  overrun  kingdoms  in  fewer  weeks  than  it  costs  us  years  to  take 
ao  island  no  bigger  than  half-a-crown. 

The  Parliament  has  quite  left  off  business,  though  it  has  not  shut 
ttpahop.  In  short,  I  hope  your  nephew  writes  to  you,  for  I  can  find 
nothing  to  say  ;  and  where  he  does,  is  past  my  comprehension.  If  I 
trusted  to  my  imagination,  1  should  not  wonder  at  its  being  worn  out; 
bat,  as  I  have  always  piqued  myself  upon  telling  nothing  but  facts  that 
at  least  I  believe  true,  my  eyes  and  ears  are  not  gone;  and,  if  there 
was  an  event  no  bigger  than  a  grain  of  millet,  I  could  easily  know  it ; 
for  those  drag-nets,  our  newspapers,  let  nothing  escape  them,  from 
whales  to  the  most  insignificant  fry.  But  four  days  ago,  the  Public 
Advertiser  informed  the  town  that  I  have  a  field  that  wants  draining 
at  Strawberry  Hill,  which  no  doubt  is  very  important  intelligence  ! 
Antiquaries  used  to  be  ridiculous  for  recovering  trif]es  from  the 
havoc  of  time :  now  we  have  daily  writers  that  sift  the  kennels^  and 
nve  every  straw  that  would  be  swallowed  in  the  common  sewer. 
Then  think  what  thousands  of  loiterers  we  must  have,  who  can  buy 
aod  read  such  rubbish,  in  the  midst  of  a  civil  war,  and  wars  with 
the  great  nations !  How  contemptible  we  are  I  and,  lo  our  shame, 
ihese  journals  of  our  trifling  are  circulated  all  over  Europe  I  Don't 
you  blush  when  you  read  them  ?  And  do  you  wonder  that  I  have 
to  say?  I  have  always  reckoned  my  own  letters  very 
16* 
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trifling  and  superficial ;  but  two  misses  that  correspond  would  be 
ashamed  of  communicating  such  foolish  paragraphs  as  compose  the 
daily  lectures  of  the  metropolis :  and  yet  it  is  well  when  they  are 
only  foolish— more  commonly  they  are  brutal  or  scandalous. 

Well  I  I  have  been  writing  about  nothing,  and  may  as  well  fioisb. 
You  see  my  silence  is  owing  to  no  want  of  good  will. 


LETTER  CCCLL 

Strawberry  Hill,  May  6,  ITOI. 

Yes,  you  were  in  the  right  in  your  prophecy  of  the  2 1st  of  April, 
which  I  received  yesterday.  Darby  has  relieved  Gibraltar,  without 
opposition  from  the  Spanish  fleet,  as  we  heard  two  days  ago;, nay, 
that  he  braved  them  in  Cadiz.  I  think  our  conduct  was  not  &  little 
rash,  but  I  am  sure  theirs  has  been  as  much  the  reverse.  That  of 
the  French  is  not  more  explicable,  and  I  can  easily  believe  the  Kiog 
of  Spain  will  resent  it. 

I  am  grieved  to  hear  you  complain  of  the  gout,  and  the  weakness 
it  leaves  in  your  hands.  I  wish  you  had  adopted  my  bootikins.  I 
have  suflfered  terribly  in  my  hands,  and  my  fingers  are  full  of  chalk- 
stones,  and  yet  you  see  I  )vrite  as  well  as  ever:  but  do  not  alarm 
yourself;  your  fits  have  been  too  rare  and  too  slight  to  disable  you. 
One  always  fancies  the  weakness  from  a  fit  incurable;  twenty  years 
ago  I  imagined  that  I  never  should  walk  again. 

Our  affairs  in  the  East  I  do  believe  are  very  bad  ;*  I  am  sur- 
prised they  are  not  so  every  where:  but  France,  Spain, and  Holland 
together,  seem  very  feeble  enemies.  It  seems  to  be  a  favourable 
moment  for  making  peace^  as  it  will  be  some  honour  to  have  kept 
them  all  at  bay. 

*  On  the  30th  of  April,  Lord  North  had  moved  for  a  Comminee  of  Secrecy,  to 
inquire  into  the  causus  of  the  war  in  the  Carnatic.  An  amendment  to  leave  oat 
the  words  "  of  Becrecy,"  proposed  by  Mr.  Fox,  was  warmly  Beconded  by  Mr.  Burke. 
"  We  are  called  upon,"  he  said,  **  by  every  argument  of  morality  and  of  policy,  by 
every  precept  of  religion  and  duly,  to  make  that  justice  which  we  reverence  m 
public  as  the  noon-day  sun.  It  has  been  the  sentiment  and  the  sense  of  all  ag^ 
*•  Let  me  fight  with  Jupiter,*  says  Ajax,  *  but  give  me  day-light*  Let  me  have  oon- 
demnation  or  let  me  have  acquittal  in  the  face  of  day.*  The  acquittal  that  is  secret 
cannot  be  honourable;  it  leaves  a  stain  even  upon  innocence.  The  condemnation 
that  is  secret  cannot  be  jnat ;  it  leaves  a  prejudice  in  favour  of  the  criminal,  injo- 
Tifius  to  the  tribunal  by  whom  he  is  tried."  The  amendment  was  negatived  by 
184  to  80.— Ed. 
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LETTER  CCCLIL 

Berkeley  Square,  May  16,  1781. 

By  not  sending  you  the  6rst  rumours  of  Lord  Cornwallis's  victory 
over  the  American  General,  Greene,  and  by  wailing  for  the  confirm- 
ation, which  is  not  yet  come,  though  undoubted,  I  am  able  to  balance 
accounts,  though  perhaps  you  did  not  desire  Fortune  to  be  so  impar- 
tial. Yesterday  we  learnt  that  La  Mothe  Piquet,  who  had  Iain  in 
ambush  (no  sea-term,  I  doubt,)  at  the  mouth  of  the  Channel,  had 
fallen  in  au  beau  milieu  of  our  fleet  from  Eustatia,  laden  with  the 
plunder  of  all  nations,  and  has  taken  at  least  twenty  of  them.*  The 
two  men-of-war  and  two  frigates  that  convoyed  all  that  spoil  took  to 
their  heels,  and,  to  talk  like  an  Irishman,  are  on  Irish  ground  in  one 
of  their  harbours.  To-day  we  invented  a  re-capture  by  Darby,  but 
he  is  not  arrived.  However,  our  loss  of  so  much  wealth  will  not 
comfort  the  King  of  Spain  for  the  relief  of  Gibraltar,  nor  the  Dutch 
for  the  loss  of  St.  Eustatia ;  for  I  do  not  suppose  that  France  will 
invite  its  allies  to  the  partition,  unless,  like  the  lion  in  the  fable,  to 
see  her  seize  all  on  different  pleas, — I  should  say,  prerogativeB  to 
which  nullum  tempus,  nullum  plea  occurrant. 

My  military  details  are  very  brief,  for  I  neither  understand  them, 
nor  load  my  memory  with  ihem^,  and  for  your  information  it  is 
better  I  should  not,  as  the  quintessence  is  more  easily  digested,  and 
can  be  less  contested. 

The  Gazette  of  private  news  will  lie  in  little  room.  The  discon- 
solate widower,  your  friend  Sir  John  Dick,  is  going  to  be  married 
already ;  and,  which  is  still  more  rash  at  his  age,  to  a  giantess.  She 
is  the  eldest  daughter  of  the  late  Sir  John  Clavering,  and  was  ripened 
by  the  climate  of  India,  like  an  orange  to  a  shaddock.  I  suppose  she 
intends  to  be  a  relict,  and  then  to  marry  some  young  Gargantua. 

Strawberry  Hill,  17. 
I  came  hither  this  morning ;  but  as  I  shall  return  to  town  to-mor- 
row, when  the  post  goes  away,  my  letter  will  be  in  time,  though  a 
little  ashamed  of  being  so  meagre.  I  doubt  my  despatches  are  grown 
very  barren,  though  the  field  of  battle  is  so  extensive ;  but  you  must 
allow  that  our  enemies  are  not  very  alert,  and  that  we  have  some 
negative  credit  in  not  having  lost  more,  after  risking  so  much.  As 
to  domestic  news,  it  is  no  wonder  my  details  are  lean.  The  House 
of  Lords,  who  never  fatigued  themselves,  are  become  as  antiquated 
as  their  college,  the  Heralds'  Office,  and  as  idle.     In  the  other  House 

*  With  six  sail  of  the  line  and  two  frigates,  destined  for  some  secret  expedition, 
De  la  Motte  Piquet  fell  in,  on  the  26th  of  April,  with  the  St.  Eustatia  convoy,  off 
the  coast  of  Ireland,  captured  twenty  of  the  merchant-ships,  and  returned  safe  with 
them  to  port.  So  anxious  was  he  to  secure  his  prizes  befbre  Admiral  Darby's  re^ 
tarn,  that  he  suffered  Commodore  Hotham,  with  six  of  the  transports,  to  escape.-— 
Ed. 
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there  are  not  many  debates,  and  the  unshaken  majority  renders  those 
of  little  consequence.*  The  disunion  of  the  leaders  increases  this 
supineness.  For  smaller  events,  I  go  so  little  into  the  world,  that 
many  escape  me,  and  fewer  interest  me.  Can  one  take  much  part  in 
the  occupations  of  the  grand-children  of  one's  first  acquaintance"!  I 
might,  no  doubt,  collect  paragraphs  if  I  took  pains ;  for  certainly  no 
reformation  has  taken  place.  Dissipation  is  at  high-water  n>ark; 
but  it  is  either  without  variety,  novelty,  and  imagination,  or  the  mo- 
roseness  of  age  makes  me  see  no  taste  in  their  pleasures.  Lateness 
of  hours  is  the  principal  feature  of  the  times,  and  certainly  demands 
no  stress  of  invention.  Every  fashionable  place  is  still  crowded ;  no 
instance  of  selection  neither.  Gaming  is  yet  general ;  though  money, 
the  principal  ingredient,  does  not  abound.f  My  old  favourite  game, 
Faro,  is  lately  revived.  I  have  played  but  thrice,  and  not  all  night, 
as  I  used  to  do ;  it  is  not  decent  to  end  where  one  began,  nor  to  sit 
up  with  a  generation  by  two  descents  my  juniors.  Mr.  Fox  is  the 
first  figure  in  all  the  places  I  have  mentioned ;  the  hero  in  Parliament, 
at  the  gaming-table,  at  Newmarket.  Last  week  he  passed  four-and- 
twenty  hours  without  interruption  at  all  three,J  or  on  the  road  from 

•  *  There  had,  a  few  days  before,  been  a  long  debate  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
on  a  motion  of  Sir  George  Savile  for  referring  the  Petition  of  the  Delegated  Coun- 
ties for  a  Redress  of  Grievances  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House.  The  sab- 
scribers  to  the  petition  were  stated  to  bq  "  tVechoiders^*  of  the  respective  counties, 
not  '* delegates ^'  of  associations;  several  members  having  staled,  that  they  could 
admit  of  no  such  characters  in  a  constitutional  point  of  view.  Mr.  Wilberfijrce, 
then  in  his  twenty-second  year,  and  who  had  been  returned  to  the  new  Parliament, 
for  Hull,  thus  wrote,  on  the  30th  of  April,  to  one  of  his  constituents :  "  The  papers 
would  show  you  by  what  a  trick  the  petition  was  laid  upon  the  table.  The  peti- 
tioners were  said  to  be  private  freeholders,  and  as  such  were  gravely  read  over  the 
names  of  Christopher  Wyvill,  Charles  Fox,  Richard  Fitzpatrick,  &c.  They  will, 
I  have  no  doubt,  proceed  artfully;  but  let  them  once  but  put  in  their  noses  in  their 
delegate  capacity,  and  they  will  be  hunted  out  as  they  deserve ;  and  though  I  will 
not  promise  to  open,  I  will  accompany  the  hounds  in  full  cry,  with  my  Lord  Advo- 
cate at  their  head— and  a  fine  leader  of  a  pack  he  is."  Mr.  Henry  Dundas,  after- 
wards Lord  Melville,  was  the  "  leader  of  a  pack  "  here  spoken  of.  Sir  George 
Savile*s  motion  was,  upon  a  division,  negatived  by  212  to  135. — Ed. 

t  The  following  is  Mr.  VVilberforce's  picture  of  fashionable  life  at  this  period: 
"  When  1  left  the  university,  so  little  did  I  know  of  general  society,  that  I  came 
up  to  London  stored  with  arguments  to  prove  the  authenticity  of  Rowley's  poems; 
and  now  I  was  at  once  immersed  in  politics  and  fashion.  The  very  first  time  I 
went  to  Boodle's,  I  won  twenty-five  guineas  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk.  I  Ifelonged 
at  this  time  to  five  clubs — Miles  and  Evans's,  Brooke's,  Boodle's,  White's,  Gofls- 
trees.  The  first  time  I  was  at  Brookes's,  scarcely  knowing  any  one,  I  joined  from 
mere  shyness  in  play  at  the  Faro  table,  where  George  Selwyn  kept  bank.  A 
friend  who  knew  my  inexperience,  and  regarded  me  as  a  victim  decked  out  for 
sacrifice,  called  to  me,  *  What,  Wilberforce,  is  that  youV  Selwyn  quite  resented 
the  interference,  and,  turning  to  him,  said  in  his  most  expressive  tone,  *  O,  sir,  don  t 
interrupt  Mr.  Wilberforce ;  he  could  not  be  better  employed.'  Nothing  could  be 
more  luxurious  than  the  style  of  these  clubs;  Fox,  Sheridan,  Fitzpatrick,  and  all 
your  leading  men  frequented  them,  and  associated  upon  the  easiest  terms ;  joa 
chatted,  played  at  cards,  or  gambled,  as  you  pleased." — Ed. 

X  Mr.  Fox  had,  on  the  14ih,  made  a  long  and  eloquent  speech  in  support  of  Mr. 
Burke's  motion  relating  to  the  seisure  and  confiscation  of  private  property  on  the 
island  of  St.  EusUtia.    A  fortnight  after,  Walpoie,  in  a  letter  to  General  Conwsy 
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ODe  to  the  other;  and  ill  the  \vhoIe  time,  for  he  has  a  bad  constitu- 
tion) and  treats  it  as  if  he  had  been  dipped  in  the  immortal  river:  but 
I  doubt  his  heel  at  least  will  be  vulnerable.* 

There  is  a  topicf  which  begins  to  predominate,  but  not  proper  for 
the  post,  nor  one  that  shall  be  so  to  me ;  for  I  recollect  under  what 
King  I  was  born,  and  consequently  can  have  nothing  to  do  with  a 
reign  so  far  removed  as  the  next  will  be.  As  I  too  am  always  partial 
to  youth, — having  not  at  least  the  spleen  of  age, — I  make  the  greatest 
allowances  for  inexperience  and  novel  passions.  In  one  word,  I  give 
DO  ear  to  the  commencement  of  future  history;  it  is  a  page  I  shall 
not  peruse :  and  what  are  the  first  leaves  of  a  book  to  one  that  can 
make  no  progress  in  it?  I  see  no  prospect  of  conclusion  to  the  war 
—occupation  enough,  one  should  think,  for  every  body  at  present; 
and  yet,  unless  roused  by  some  event,  which  too  is  forgotten  in  three 
days,  no  one  seems  to  care  about  the  general  face  of  affair?,  but  is  as 
iDdifferent  as  if  we  were  in  a  dead  calm. 

Your  nephew  is  to  come  here  to-morrow  morning  to  show  my 
house  to  some  company;  my  nephew;]:  is  to  command  a  small  camp 
this  summer. 

My  lord  has  answered  your  nephew's  letter,  and  tells  him  he  is  not 
legally  bound  to  pay  his  father^s  debts,  and  refers  him  to  Lucas — ; 
vm,  Chancelier  vous  dira  le  reste,  as  Kings  say  when  they  are 
ashamed  of  what  they  are  going  to  do. 

nys,  ^  As  I  came  up  St.  James's-street,  I  saw  a  cart  and  porters  at  Charles's  door ; 
coppers  and  old  chests  of  drawers  loading.  In  short,  his  success  at  Faro  had 
awakened  his  hoet  of  creditors;  but  unless  his  banlc  had  been  swelled  to  the  size 
oftbeBaok  of  England,  it  could  not  have  yielded  a  sop  for  each.  Epsom,  too,  had 
beeo  un propitious,  and  one  creditor  had  actually  seized  and  carried  off  bis  goods^ 
vbich  did  not  seem  worth  removing.  As  I  returned  full  of  this  scene,  whom  should 
Ifiod  saunlering  by  my  own  door  but  Charlesi  He  came  up  and  talked  to  me  at 
the  coach- window,  on  the  Marriage-Bill,  with  as  much  sangfroid  as  if  he  knew 
Dothing  of  what  had  happened.  I  have  no  admiration  for  insensibility  to  one*8  owd 
^ts,  especially  when  committed  out  of  vanity.  Perhaps  the  whole  philosophy 
consists  in  the  comniission.  The  more  marvellous  Fox*8  parts  are,  the  more  one  is 
provoked  at  bis  follies,  which  comfort  so  many  rascals  and  blockheads,  and  make  all 
tliitis  admirable  and  amiable  in  him  only  matter  of  regret  to  those  who  like  him 
as  I  do."— Ed. 

*  **  As  early  as  1781,**  says  Sir  Nathaniel  Wraxall,  **  Fox  was  attacked  with  fre- 
qneot  complaints  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  attended  by  acute  pain  ;  to  moderate 
the  symptoms  of  which  he  usually  had  recourse  to  laudanum.  He  had  aTready  ira. 
ptired  his  bodily  powers  by  every  variety  of  excess,  added  to  the  most  violent  men- 
ttl  aefitation.*'    Hist.  Mem.  vol.  ii.  p.  246.— Ed. 

fThe  Prince  of  Wales.  [The  topic  of  general  conversation  at  this  time  was 
the  connexion  which  the  Prince  had  formed  with  the  youthful  and  beautiful  actress^ 
Mrs.  Robinson,  who  first  attracted  his  Royal  Highness's  notice  when  performing 
llw  part  of  Perdita,  in  the  Winter's  Tale.— Ed. 

t  Lord  Orford. 
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LETTER  CCCLIII. 

Berkeley  Square,  Jane  8, 1781. 

The  late  Gazette,  boiled  down  from  Lord  Cornwallis's  relalioui^ 
will  still  conviDce  you  how  transient  our  prospects  are  from  his  lord* 
ship's  successes.  In  truth,  as  we  draw  prospects  from  the  faiDteil 
hints,  no  wonder  they  have  no  lasting  body  of  colours.  We  expect, 
something  about  Necker's  fall* — no  ill  compliment  to  him.  I  ami 
amazed  how  he  could  hope,  or  at  least  expect,  to  stand.  A  geaertfl 
reformer,  a  Protestant,  and  a  man  of  no  birth,  was  an  outrage  to  aD 
interests  and  all  prejudices.  Sully,  with  some  less  objections,  cookl 
not  have  stemmed  the  same  torrent  without  a  Henri  Quatre  to  des- 
cry bis  merit  and  support  it. 

The  Parliament  will  sit  to  the  middle  of  next  month  on  India  af* 
fairs,t  but  I  trouble  myself  with  neither. 


LETTER  CCCUV. 

Strawberry  Hill,  July  6, 1781. 
Your  last  is  of  the  26th  of  May,  and  mine  of  the  8th  of  June; 
since  that,  I  have  had  no  public  news  to  tell  you.  Gazettes  will  per- 
haps have  made  you  think  that  the  Duke  of  Gloucester's  visit  to  the 
Emperor  was  political.  If  it  was,  the  business  was  despatched  iaao 
instant,  for  no  visit  was  ever  shorter.  Nothing  has  come  to  my 
knowledge  here  that  looks  towards  peace ;  but  indeed  nothing  does 
come  to  my  knowledge,  nor  do  I  inquire  about  any  thing  else.  The 
war  is  not  even  entertaining ;  nothing  but  miscarriages  and  drawn  bat- 

*  The  expected  reforms  which  Necker  had  recommended  in  the  adroiniBtration 
of  the  finances,  beinfr  represented  to  the  King  as  inconsistent  with  the  dignity  of 
the  Crown,  he  was  dismissed  from  his  office  of  Controller-general,  and  M.  Jolly  <ie 
Fleari  was  appointed  in  his  stead. — ^Eo. 

t  The  House  of  Commons  were  at  this  time  closely  occapied  on  Lord  North^sbill, 
for  securing  to  the  public  a  participation  in  the  pro6ts  of  the  East  India  Company. 
Onthesuhiect  of  this  bill,  Mr.  Wilberforce  thus  wrote,  on  the  9th  of  June,  to  a 
friend :  **  We  have  a  blessed  prospect  of  sitting  till  the  end  of  next  month.  Between 
business  in  the  morning  and  pleasure  at  night,  my  time  is  pretty  well  filled  u^ 
You  say,  the  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  Dundas)  will  give  them  a  trimming  on  the  Indian 
affiiirs.  I  agree  with  you  in  thinking  him  the  first  speaker  on  the  ministerial  side 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  there  is  a  manliness  in  his  character,  which  prevent! 
bis  running  away  from  the  question;  he  grants  all  his  adversaries*  premises,  and 
fights  them  upon  their  own  ground.  The  only  India  afTairs  we  have  yet  had  before 
as  relate  to  Lord  North's  claim  on  the  Company  of  600,0002.,  and  it  is  not  in  the 
power  even  of  the  Lord  Advocate  to  put  a  good  face  on  that  transaction.  Upon  my 
nononr,  I  believe  it  to  be  a  transaction  which,  were  it  to  take  place  in  private  lifei 
would  be  considered  as  a  direct  robbery.  The  matter  is  too  long  to  be  explained 
in  a  letter;  but  we  will  have  some  conversation  on  the  subject,  and,  to  use  your  ovo 
mode  of  arguing,  I  will  lay  you  any  sum  that  you  will  be  finally  of  my  opinioo. 
Life,  vol.  i.  p.  21.— Ed. 
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iu.   I  believe  the  expense  of  the  sum  total  will  be  the  only  striking 

eveot. 

You  are,  as  usual,  very  kind  about  the  Rolle  estate,*  but  be  as- 
lored  I  shall  never  concern  myself  about  it.  All  my  views  for  my 
family  were  cut  up  by  the  roots  when  the  pictures  were  sold ;  nor 
would  I  for  the  world  make  interest  to  influence  my  lord's  will,  even 
were  I  younger.  You  say  he  is  kinder  to  me — yes,  to  serve  himself. 
If  my  real  services  have  had  so  little  weighty  I  will  not  be  obliged  to 
^him  indirectly,  nor  will  I  stoop  to  court  his  rascally  creatures.  Oh ! 
my  dear  sir,  I  agi  sixty*four,  and  am  infirm  and  breaking.  I  do  not 
look  beyond  the  life  of  a  younger  man,  nor  have  a  single  view  left; 
Karce  a  wish  but  to  pass  the  short  remainder  in  tranquillity,  and,  as 
much  as  I  can,  without  pain,  and  with  preservation  of  my  senses. 

You  are  quite  mistaken  about  the  descent  of  the  barony  of  Clinton. 
Should  my  lord  leave  every  shilling  to  his  father's  relations,  that  peer- 
age, coming  by  his  mother,  would  go  away.  Another  barony,  that  of 
Say  and  Sele,  has  just  now  been  adjudged  to  a  Mr.  Twisleton,  and  occa- 
sioned examination  into  the  honours  that  have  been  in  the  earldom  of 
lincobi.  It  struck  me  that  the  barony  of  Clinton,  if  Lord  Orford  dies 
without  children,  would  revert  to  the  present  Duke  of  Newcastle,  and 
theoce  to  Lady  Lincoln's  only  child,  a  daughter.  I  mentioned  this  to 
her  father,  Lord  Hertford ;  he  has  had  the  pedigree  sifted,  and  it 
comes  out  that  I  was  in  the  right,  though  it  had  occurred  to  no  body 
else :  so,  I  have  at  least  contributed  to  give  a  peerage  to  one  of  my 
relatioas. 

But  I  ought  not  to  have  wandered  so  far  when  I  was  thanking  you 
for  a  friendly  hint,  but  should  have  thanked  you  for  a  positive  present. 
You  told  me,  months  ago,  that  you  had  sent  me  a  lump  of  crystal  be- 
ibre  my  last  positive  prohibition.  That  lump  I  have  just  received,  and 
what  you  spoke  of  so  irreverently  proves  a  beautiful  sculptured  vase  of 
fock  crystal.  There  is  no  end  of  your  gifts — ^but  there  must  be  !  re- 
member, reflect,  how  little  time  I  may  have  to  enjoy  them ;  they  will 
wly  figure  in  my  inventory  at  my  death. 

The  Duchess  Dowager  of  Beaufort  breakfasted  here  the  other  day, 
^d,  aAer  inquiring  about  you  most  particularly,  told  me  the  transport 
jou  expressed  on  attaining  the  silver  chest  of  Benvenuto  Cellini  for  me. 
Oh !  how  sad  is  the  thought  that  you  are  never  t6  see  your  presents 
arranged  and  displayed  here  with  all  the  little  honour  I  can  confer  on 
|hem ;  but  they  are  all  recorded  in  my  catalogue,  and  who  ever  reads 
it  will  think  I  had  no  shame  or  gratitude.  To  put  a  stop  to  your  mag- 
nificence, I  must  be  brutal,  and  treat  you  as  Lord  Hunsoon  did  Queen 
Elisabeth,  when  she  laid  the  robes  of  an  earl  on  his  death-bed.  I 
BiQst  finish ;  for  I  am  at  this  instant  in  pain  with  the  rheumatism,  and 
Soinr  to-bed.     I  wish  us  both  a  good  night. 

The  town  says,  Lord  Mulgrave  is  returned  from  a  design  against 

*The  estate  of  the  Relies  was  come  to  Lord  Orford  on  his  mother's  death,  and 
be  bad  power  to  cut  ofiT  ibe  entail,  and  leave  it  to  whom  he  pleased,  as  well  as  the 
"•Ipole  estate.     , 
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Flushing,  which  failed,  as  his  pilots  were  so  ignorant  I  hear,  too,  fliit 
an  account  came  to-daj  of  the  junction  of  Lord  Corn vral  lis  and  Arnold 
in  Virginia,  which  will  revive  our  hopes — ^to  be  again  disappointfid. 
The  Parliament  will  adjourn  next  week. 

This  was  an  hort^^aeuvre,  and  you  must  excuse  my  brevity.  ^ 


LETTER  CCCLV. 

Berkeley  Sqnare,  An|r.  1, 1781.    * 
Do  not  be  surprised  that,  though  I  write  so  freauenfly,  I  tell  you  so 
little  news :  I  know  none  but  what  you  see  in  all  tne  papers.    Tobago 
is  allowed  to  be  taken  by  the  French,  and  there  is  scarce  more  doubt 
of  Pensacola  being  taken  by  the  Spaniards.* 

Lord  Walpole's  son  was  married  last  week  to  my  niece  Sophia 
Churchill.  It  is  more  than  your  friend.  Sir  John  Dick,  is  to  his  be- 
trothed. He  has  acted  very  foolishly,  both  in  engaging  and  disen- 
gaging himself.  He  sent  his  future  bride  an  abrupt  letter,  to  say  he 
found  himself  too  old  and  infirm  to  proceed.  Did  not  he  know  three 
months  ago  that  he  was  sixty- four?  Some  say,  he  discovered  that 
Madamoiselle  was  not  very  fond  of  him  :  did  he  expect  she  would  be? 
In  short,  it  is  unlucky  to  look  well  at  three-score,t  for,  in  reality  no 
body  can  fall  in  love  with  one  at  that  age  but  one's  self. 

I  have  not  received  Galluzzi's  history,  nor  heard  a  word  of  its  arri- 
val. I  will  not  be  impatient,  lest,  as  I  am  on  the  brink  of  sixty-four 
too,  I  should  find  I  have  forgotten  my  Italian  and  cannot  enjoi/  it. 


LETTER  CCCLVL 

Strawberry  Hill,  Au^ff.  23, 1781. 

Your  last  but  one  mentioned  your  head  being  disordered  by  the 
gout;  but,  as  the  last  said  nothing  of  it,  1  trust  it  was  a  very  transient 
attack. 

You  have  seen  in  the  papers  all  that  I  could  know  of  the  sea-fight 
between  Parker  and  the  Dutch.J    I  believe  neither  side  had  cause  of 

*  The  island  of  Tobajro  had,  on  tho  2ii  d  of  Miy,  been  compelled  to  surrender  to 
a  coneiderable  body  of  land-forcps  under  the  command  of  M.  de  Blanchelandc,  the 
late  governor  of  St.  Vincent's;  and  in  the  same  month  Pensacola,  the  capit'ol  of  the 
province  of  West  Florida,  was  delivered  up  to  the  Spanish  forces  under  the  com- 
mand of  Don  Bernardo  de  Galvez,  firovernor  of  Louisiana. — Ed. 

t  "I  lived  during  several  years,"  says  Wraxall,  **in  habits  of  familiar  acquaint- 
ance with  Sir  John  Dick,  who  retained,  Hi  fourscore,  all  the  activity  of  middle  lifCi 
together  with  the  perfect  pos^pssion  of  his  memory  and  faculties.  He  was  an 
agreeable,  entertaining,  and  well-bred  man,  who  had  seen  much  of  the  world.** 
Hist  Mem.  vol.  i.  p.  193. — Ed. 

I  On  the  5th  of  August,  while  in  charge  of  a  convoy.  Admiral  Hyde  Parker  ^H 
io  with  a  Dutch  squadron,  escorting  a  large  convoy,  oo  the  Doggerbank.    The  fol- 
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triumph :  however,  we  boast  of  baring  driven  back  their  trading-ves- 
Mb.  The  King  and  Prince  have  been  to  thank  the  Admiral  and 
Heet.*  The  vast  storm  that  hangs  over  Gibraltar  does  not  seem  to 
alann  us.  Indeed  thej^f  of  whose  judgment  I  have  an  opinion^  do 
not  believe  it  will  be  taken  ;  however^  I  pity  the  brave  men  who  are 
oooped  ap  in  it.  I  know  nothing  from  any  other  quarter ;  but  every  thing 
is  a  theme  for  moralising,  from  Gibraltar  to  the  Tribune;];  at  Florence* 
If  that  inestimable  chamber  is  not  inviolate,  what  mortal  structure  is  ? 
Zoffani's  picture,  however^  will  rise  in  value,  as  a  portrait  of  what  that 
iDom  UHU ;  yet  its  becoming  more  precious  will  not,  I  doubt,  expedite 
the  sale  of  it.  It  is  pity  trat  they  who  love  to  display  taste  will  not 
be  content  with  showing  their  genius  without  making  alterations,  and 
then  we  should  have  more  samples  of  the  styles  of  different  ages« 
Some  monuments  of  our  predecessors  ought  to  be  sacred.  Sir  William 
Stanhope  was  persuaded  by  Sir  Thomas  Robinson  and  Mr.  Ellis  (the 
present  possessor)  to  improve  Pope's  garden  here  in  my  neighbourhood. 
The  Poet  had  valued  himself  on  the  disposition  of  it,  andwith  reason. 
Thoog^h  containing  but  five  square  acres,  enclosed  by  three  lanes,  he 
iiad  managed  it  with  such  art  and  deception,  that  it  seemed  a  wood, 

bwingf  is  the  Admirars  own  account  of  this  memorable  action :  **  I  was  happy  to  find 
tittt  1  had  the  wind  of  tbem ;  as  the  grreat  number  of  their  large  frigates  might  other- 
wise have  endan^red  my  convoy.    Having  separated  the  men-of-war  from  the  mer* 
chanUshipe,  and  made  a  signal  to  the  last  to  kjsep  their  wind,  I  bore  away  with  a 
EeDeral  signal  to  chase.    The  enemy  formed  their  line,  consisting  of  eight  two- 
decked  ships,  on  the  starboard  tack :  ours,  includihg  the  Dolphin,  consisting  of  seven. 
Not  a  gun  was  fired  on  either  side,  until  within  distance  of  half  musketrshot    Thd 
Fortitude  then  being  abreast  of  the  Dutch  Admiral,  the  action  began,  and  continuedt 
with  an  unceasing  fire  for  three  hours  and  forty  minutes.    By  this  time  our  ships 
verp  unmanageable.     I  made  an  efibrt  to  form  the  line,  in  order  to  renew  the  action, 
liot  found  it  impracticable.    The  Bienfaisant  had  lost  her  main-topmast,  and  the 
Bu&Io  her  fore-yard ;  the  rest  of  the  ships  were  not  less  shattered  in  their  masts, 
nggiog,  and  sails.    The  enemy  appeared  to  be  in  as  bad  a  condition.    Both  squad* 
I  nos  lay  to,  a  considerable  time,  near  to  eadh  other  ;  when  the  Dutch,  with  their  con- 
voy, bore  away  for  the  Texel.    We  were  not  in  a  condition  to  follow  them." 
*  The  imputed  neglect  in  the  Admiralty  of  furnishing  Admiral  Parker,  with  a 
I  fiirce  equal  to  the  accomplishment  of  his  object,  excited  much  dlssatisfkction ;  and  to 
[  this  dissatisfaction  was  in  some  measure  attributed  the  extraordinary  favour  shown 
'  to  the  Admiral,  by  a  royal  visit,  upon  his  arrival  with  bis  shattered  squadron  at  the 
I  Nore.    It  was  rumoured,  that  the  visit  was  intended  to  be  distinguished  by  some  sig- 
'  ttl  mark  of  royal  approbation  ;  but  it  was  soon  understood,  that  no  promotion  what- 
ever would  be  accepted.    The  sturdy  Admiral  had  the  honour  of  dining  with  the 
King  and  the  Prince  of  Wales  on  boiard  the  royal  yacht ;  Upon  which  occasion  he 
iinid  to  have  hinted  his  dissatisfaction  and  intention  of  retiring,  by  wishing  hia 
^jesiy  younger  officers  and  better  ships :  he  resigned  his  command  immediately 
ilter.    By  the  death  of  his  brother,  in  the  following  year,  he  became  a  baronet;  and 
<n  the  change  of  Ad  ministration,  being  nominated  to  the  chief  command  of  the  Bri- 
tah  fleet  in  the  East  Indies,  he  embarked  in  the  Juno,  in  October,  but  never  reached 
I  l)ii  destination ;  no  tidings  being  ever  heard  of  the  ship,  or  any  of  her  crew,  afler 
ribebad  passed  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.— £d. 
t  General  Conway. 

]  The  Great-Duke  had  removed  many  of  the  cariosities,  and  pratique^d  another 
^r  io  it,  80  that  it  was  become  a  passage-room. 
Vol.  iL — 17 
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and  its  boundaries  vrete  no  where  discoverable.*  It  Js  true,  it  was 
doselj  planted,  and  consequently  damp.  Refined  taste  went  to  work: 
the  vocal  ^oves  were  thinned,  modish  shrubs  replaced- them,  and  light 
and  three  lanes  broke  in ;  and,  if  the  Muses  wanted  to  tie  up  llieir 
garters,  there  is  not  a  nook  to  do  it  without  being  seen.  Poor  Niobe't 
children,!  who  now  stand  in  a  row,  as  if  sajing  their  catechism,  will 
know  hoW'to  pttj  them  !  I  remember  a  storj  of  old  Hiomas,  Earl  of 
Pembroke :  he  one  day  took  it  into  his  grave  head  to  give  eye-balk 
with  charcoal  to  all  his  statues  at  Wilton,  and  &en  called  his  wife  and 
daughters  to  see  how  much  livelier  the  gods,  goddesses,  and  empevon 
were  grown  !  Lively,  indeed  !  for  Mr.  Arundel,  his  son-in-law,  had 
improved  on  his  lordship's  idea,  and  with  the  same  charcoal  had  dis- 
tributed whole,  thickets  of  black  hair  over  the  bodies  of  the  whole 
marble  assembly.  As  Niobe  and  the  Misses  Niobee  are  in  a  Freneh 
room,  they  may  come  off  for  a  quantity  of  rouge. 


LETTER  CCfCLVn, 

Berkeley  Square,  Sept.  7, 1781. 
The  combined  fleets,  to  the  amount  of  forty-seven  or  forty-nine  sail, 
brought  news  of  their  own  arrival  at  the  mouth  of  the  channel  a  day 
or  two  before  your  letter,  of  August  the  18th,  brought  nn  account  of 
that  probability,  and  of  the  detachment  for  Minorca.  Admiral  Dar- 
by, on  a  false  alarm,  or,  perhaps,  a  true  one,  had  returned  to  Torbay 
a  week  ago,  wher^  he  is  waiting  for  reinforcements.  This  is  the 
fourth  or  fifth  day  since  the  appearance  of  the  enemy  off  Scilly.  It 
is  tboAght,  I  find  here,  (whither  I  came  to-day,)  that  the  great  object 
is  our  Jamaica  fleet;  but  that  a  detachment  is  gone  to  Ireland  to  do 
what  mischief  they  can  on  the  coast  before  our  ally,  the  Equiiooz, 
will  beseech  them  to  retire.^    Much  less  force  than  this  Armada 

*  *♦  There  was,"  flays  Walpole,  in  his  History  of  Modern  Gardening,  "a  little  af- 
fected modesty  in  Pope,  when  be  said,  of  all  bis  works,  he  was  most  proud  of  his 
Garden :  and  yet  it  was  a  singular  effort  of  art  and  taste,  to  compress  so  much  variety 
and  scenery  into  five  acres !  The  passing  through  the  gloom  from  the  grotto  to  the 
opening  day  and  again  assembling  shades,  the  dusky  groves,  the  larger  lawn*  and 
the  solemnity  of  the  termination  at  the  cypresses  that  lead  up  to  his  Mother's  tomb, 
are  managed  with  exquisite  judgment ;  and  though  Lord  Peterborough  assisted  bim 

'To  form  his  quincunx,  and  to  rank  his  vines,' 

those  were  not  the  most  pleasing  ingredients  of  his  little  perspective."— Ed. 

t  The  Great-Duke  had  fetched  from  Rome  the  group  of  Niobe  and  her  children, 
and  placed  them  round  a  chamber;  by  which  means  they  remained  in  strange  un* 
meaning  attitudes,  and  no  longer  expressed  their  story. 

X  The  combised  French  and  Spanish  fleets,  afler  seeing  the  troops  safe  into  the 
Mediterranean,  returned,  to  the  amount  of  about  fif\y  ships  of  the  line,  to  cruise  at  the 
mouth  of  the  English  Channel,  in  the  hopes  of  interceptmg  some  of  our  great  home- 
ward bound  convoys,  which  were  then  daily  expected ;  as  well  as  a  large  outward 
bound  fleet,  on  the  point  of  its  departure  from  Cork.    So  wretched  was  the  condi- 
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would  have  done  more  harm  two  years  ago,  when  they  left  a  card  at 
Plymouth,  than  this  can  do ;  as  Plymouth  is  now  very  strong,  and 
that  there  are  great  disciplined  armies  now  in  both  islands.  Of 
Gibrallar  we  have  no  apprehensions.    I  know  less  of  Minorca.  -- 

Lord  Greorge  Grordon  is  standing  candidate  for  the  City  of  London 
00  ao  accidental  vacancy ;  but  his  premajture  alarm  last  year  has  had 
aatnister  efiect*  In  short,  those  riots  have  made  mankind  sick  of 
tbenir  and  give  him  do  chance  of  success. 

What  can  I  say  more  ?  Nothing  at  present ;  but  I  will  the  moment 
lay  event  presents  itself.  My  hope  is  that,  after  a  fermentation,  there 
will  be  a  settlen^ent,  and  that  peace  will  arise  out  of  it. 

The  Decreet  you  sent  me  against  high  heads  diverted  me.  It  it  ^ 
a«  necessary  here ;  but  would  not  have  such  expeditious  eflect.  The ' 
Queen  has  never  admittec)  feathers  at  Court;  but,  though  the  nation 
has  grown  excellent  courtiers^  Fashion  remained  in  opposition,  and 
sot  a  plume  less  was  worn  any  where  else.  Some  centuries  ago.  the 
clergy  preached  against  monstrous  bead-dresses;  but  Religion  had  no 
more  power  thanu)ur  Queen.  It  is  better  to  leave  the  Mode  to  its 
owD  vagaries^;  if  she  is  not  contradicted,  she  seldom  remains  long  in 
the  same  mood.  She  is  very  despotic ;  but,  though  her  reign  is  end* 
less,  her  laws  are  repealed  as  fast  as  made. 

Mrs.  Darner,  General  Conway's  daughter,  is  going  abroad  to  coo- 
firm  a  very  delicate  constitution — I  believe,  at  Naples.  I  will  say 
very  few  words  on  hef  after  telling  you  that,  besides  being  his 
bter,  I  love  her  as  my  own  child.    It  is  not  from  wanting  mat* 


tioDofthe  combined  fleet,  that,  in  anticipation  of  the  approaching  gales,  they 
mde  their  way  into  port  as  speedily  as  possible.  The  French  admiral,  M.  de 
Gmcheo,  returned  with  his  division  to  Brest  harbour,  on  the  11th  of  September.— 
Ed. 

*  The  vacancy  in  the  City  representation  was  oocasioned  hj  the  death  of  Alder- 
nu  Harley.  Though  he  announced  his  intention  of  becoming  a  candidate,  Lord 
George  Gordon  did  not  proceed  to  the  poll.  In  the  former  parliament^  this  ecceo- 
trie  nobleman  had  set  for  the  town  of  Luggersball.  Sir  Samuel  Romilly,  who  was 
fit  that  time  a  great  frequenter  of  the  gallery,  gives  the  following  account  of  his 
demeanoar  in  the  House  of  Commons :  "  I  never  thought  him  a  man  from  whom  his 
^iNtntry  bad  mnch  to  dread :  be  spoke,  indeed,  upon  all  oceasions,  but  his  speeches 
were  incoherent  and  ridiculous.  One  day,  I  remember,  h#  read  a  newspaper  as  part 
of  iu8  speech :  at  another  time  be  kept  the  whole  House  waiting  two  hours  while 
he  read  them  an  Irish  pamphleL  He  seemed  the  less  dangerous  as  he  had  not  the 
support  of  either  party:  one  day  he  attacked  the  Ministry,  the  next  the  oppoeition, 
uul  sometimes  both  the  one  and  the  other,  it  has  happened  to  him  to  divide  the 
Home,  when  he  alone  voted  for  a  question,  to  which  every  other  member  gave  bis 
negative.  Yet  what  dreadful  effeets  may  not  a  mistaken  seal  produce  even  in  such 
htods !  though  it  must  be  confessed,  that  Lord  George  is  not  destitute  of  qualities 
which,  in  an  age  when  religion  had  greater  influence  upon  the  m'mds  of  men  than 
it  has  at  present,  mi^ht  have  raised  bim  to  be  the  scourge  of  his  country.  He  is 
endowed  with  a  spirit  of  enthusiasm,  and  with  the  most  determined  resolution ;  add 
to  this;  that  his  manner  of  speaking  not  being  in  the  least  declaiftiatory,  but  in  the 
ityle  of  conversation,  is  most  capable  of  working  an  eflect  upon  an  ignorant  an* 
dieoce."    Life,  vol.  i.  p.  laa-^En. 

t  Au  Ordinance  of  the  Grect-Duke  against  high  head-dresses. 
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ter,  but  from  having  too  much.  She  has  one  of  the  most  solid  un- 
derstandings I  6ver  knew,  astonishingly  improved,  but  vritb  so  much 
reserve  and  modesty,  that  I  have  often  told  Mr.  Conway  he  does  not 
know  the  extent  of  her  capacity  and  the  solidity  of  her  reason.  We 
have  by  accident  discovered,  that  she  writes  Latin  like  Pliny,  and  is 
learning  Greek.  In  Italy  she  will  be  a  prodigy.  She  models  like 
Bernini,  has  excelled  the  moderns  in  the  similitudes  of  her  busts,  and 
has  lately  begun  one  in  marble.  You  must  keep  all  knowledge  of 
these  talents  and  acquisitions  to  yourself;  she  would  never  forgiTe 
my  mentioning,  at  least  her  mental  qualities.  You  may  just  hint 
that  I  have  talked  ef  her  statuary,  as  you  may  assist  her  if  she  has 
a  mind  to  borrow  any  thing  to  copy  from  the  Great-iDuke^  colleo 
tion.  Lady  Williaoi  Campbell,  her  uncte'-s  widow,  accompanies 
her,  who  is  a  verv  reasonable  woman  too,  and. equally  shy.  If  they 
return  through  Florence,  pray  give  them  a  parcel  of  my  letters.  I 
had  been  told  your  nephew  would  make  you  a  visit  this  autumn,  bnt 
I  have  heard  nothing  from  him.  If  you  should  see  him,  pray  give 
him  the  parcel,  for  he  will  return  sooner  than  they. 

I  have  a  gouty  pain  in  my  hand,  that  would  prevent  my  saying 
more,  had  I  more  to  say. 


LETTER  CCeLVm. 

Stn^wberr;  Hill,  Sept  11, 1761, 
2o*eIoch. 

Though  this  is  to  go  by  your  own  servant  Cardini,  I  shall  write 
but  three  words :  for,  in  the  first  place,  I  don't  know  but  he  may  be 
set  out  before  this  can  possibly  get  to  town,  whence  my  own  servant 
brought  me  yours  this  moment  from  him ;  and  seconaiy,  as  he  may 
be  taken  at  sea,  I  shall  say  little.  Not  a  tittle  of  event  has  happened 
^ince  the  combined  fleets  were  at  the  entrance  of  the  Channel,  where 
they  certainly  will  not  venture  to  stay  long :  ,the  wind  blows  very 
hard  to-day,  and  may  do  them  great  mischief.  They  have  no  trans- 
ports; and,  if  they  meat\  any  attempt  on  land,  it  will  be  on  Ireland  t 
but  it  will  be  no  surprise,  and  it  is  genera,lly  thought  they  only  wait 
to  intercept  our  Jamaica  fleet.  Minorca  I  conclude  will  be  taken. 
I  am  happy  to  hear  you  are  so  well,  as  I  am. 


LETTEJl  OCCLIX. 

Sept  10. 1781. 
I  HAVE  received  your  letter  of  the  4th  to-day,  in  which  you  send 
loe  your  b^te  dates?    f  have  no  doubt  of  having  received  them  ally 
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but  cannot  verify  i(»  at  they  are  at  Strawjberry  and.  I  am  in  town. 
That  of  mine  which  you  received  so  long  after  the  term,!  concluder 
was  negiecled  at  the  office ;  for  why  should  they  detain  it  7  My 
letters  certainly  contain  nothing  of  consequence.  J  am  in  no  secreta 
of  any  party,  and  certainly  should  not  trust  them  to  the  post  if  I 
knew  any, — still  less  to  all  posts,  English,  Austrian,  Dutch,  and  Ita* 
lian.  I  have  lived  too  long,  besides  being  a  P)*ime  Minister's  son, 
not  to  know  that  letters  are  opened ;  and,  consequently  what  I  write 
any  body  is  welcome  to  see,  if  they  have  such  curiosity.  You,  I 
believe,  find  that  I  seldom  tell  you  any  thing  but  what  you  have  seen 
before  in  some  public  newspaper.  The  almost  sole  merrt  of  my  letters 
is  that  I  mean  to  ascertain  your  belief^  that,  when  I  repeat  what  you 
have  read  in  the  papers,  you  may  be  sure  that  it  is  true,  or  that  I  at 
least  believe  it.  My  sentiments  are  pretty  well  known,  and,  were* 
they  of  any  importance,  it  is  not  now  that  they  are  to  be  learnt. 

I  can  tell  you  little  of  the  combined  fleets  but  contradictions. 
Our  papers  say,  they  are  returned  to  Brest.  Others  say,  they  are 
still  cruizing  to  the  west,  in  expectation  of  our  mercantile  fleets.  Aa 
variously  I  hear  of  Darby:  the  printed  authorities  make  him  re- 
turned to  Torbay ;  the  verbal,  at  sea.  All  I  prove  is,  that  I  don't 
know  which  accounts  are  true.  Minorca  I  have  given  up;  though 
we  read  daily  of  a  Russian  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean^  to  whom  we* 
are  supposed  to  have  ceded  it, — a  Utile  late  to  be  sure:  I  question 
whether  the  Czarina  would  accept  a  present  encumbered  with  a  law-^* 
suit. 

One  good  event  I  do  know :  Lord  George  Gordon  has  given  up 
his  pretensions  of  being  member  for  London.  It  is  still  better,  that 
he  dropped  his  pursuit  on  finding  that  the  City  did  not  choose  to  be* 
bnrnt  once  a-year  for  his  amusement. 

Though  I  knew  your  nephew  taJked  of  making  you  a  visit  this, 
autumn,  you  surprise  me  by  thinking  him  set  out :  nay,  I  do  not  af- 
firm that  he  is  not,  yet  I  shoukl  think  he  would  have  let  m^  know. 
Moreover,  Mrs.  Noel,  a  near  relation  of  Lady  Lucy,  and  in  constant 
correspondence  with  Lord  Gainsborough's  family,  and  whom  I  see 
three  or  four  times  a*week  at  the  Duchess  of  Montrose's  at  Twick- 
enham Park,  knows  net  a  word  of  his  being  gone :  we  talk  of  him 
frequently.  Yet  my  equal  ignorance  of  Galluzzi's  History  staggers 
me.  I  can  only  suppose  that  it  lies  at  your  nephew's  house  in  town, 
and  that  he  hae  not  been  in  London  for  some  time..  I  am  impatient, 
yet  I  shall  not  lay  violent  hands  on  it  without  his  knowledge.  I  do 
wish  you  to  have  the  comfort  of  seeing  him ;  it  will  make  me  amends 
for  waiting  for  the-  House  of  Medici.  Yoa  will  have  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  Mrs.  Damer^  whom  I  announced  in  my  last. 

There  is  a  perfect  dearth;  of  ail  private  news,  as  usual  at  this  sea- 
son, when  the  campaign  is  opened  against  poor  partridges  and  pheas-. 
ants,  and  which  is  as  hot  aa  if  we  had  no  other  occasion  fur  gun- 
ppwder  I    It  is  well,  however,  to  have  all  England  good  marksmen. 

I  forgot  to  say  that  there  is  talk  of  an  armistice  wilb  Holland*. 

17* 
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May  it  be  true  t  though  I  fear  peace  ia  not  so  catching  as  war:  yet, 
as  (he  demon  of  blood  has  breakfasted,  dined,  and  supped  so  plcDti- 
fully,  I  should  hope  he  had  gotten  a  surfeit ;  nay,  he  must  let  the 
calves  grow  up  and  be  fat,  when  he  has  devoured  hecatombs  of  oxeo, 
if  he  means  to  gormandize  on.    Adieu ! 


LETTER  CCCLX: 

Strawberry  Hill,  Oct  3, 17B1. 

Tberb  may  be,  wars  over  half  the  globe,  and  yet  they  may  not 
furnish  a  paragraph  to  the  newspapers  every  day,  nor  matter  for  a 
letter  once  a  fortnight.  Besides,  polished  nations  act  more  out  of 
spite  than  anger,  and  had  rather  civilly  murder  one  another  by  a 
consumption,  than  by  knocking  out  each  other's  brains*  You  and  I 
remember,  a  few  years  ago,  that  a  King  of  Prussia  could  gallop 
from  Bohemia  to  Dantzick,  whisk  back  to  Silesia,  bounce^likeanaf^ 
parition  into  Saxony»  pick  up  a  victory  here  and  a  defeat  there,  and 
put  news-writer&out  of  breath  with  following  or  hunting  him^  France 
and  Spain  are  other-guess  enemies.  They  undermine  our  funds,  in- 
veigle us  into  taxes,  and  never  offer  us  a  battle,  but  with  such  8up^ 
riority  that  we  dare  not  accept  it.  I  own  we  are  so  simple  as  to 
humour  them  in  this  unfair  warfare  I  It  costs  us  millions  to  play  a 
losing  game,  without  a  soul  betting  on  our  side.  We  verily  believe 
the  combined  fleets  are  gone  to  their  several  homes ;  in  the  interim 
we  are  viceroys  of  the  Channel  again  during  their  pleasure;  thanks 
to  our  only  ally  the  Equinox  I  The  fleet  from  the  Leeward  Islandi 
is  arrived  safely.  You  must  send  us  news  of  Minorca.  Our  Medi- 
terranean post-oflice  is  a  little  out  of  repair. 

Thus,  having  no  immediate  object  of  your  curiosity  to  satisfy,  I 
shall  not  hurry  my  gazettes.  I  am  tired  of  writing  to  say  I  have 
nothing  to  write 

Lord  Rochford*  is  dead.  The  other  Nassau*  your  Prince  Cowpcr, 
(he  papers  say,  is  arrived  in  England ;  as  great  a  stranger  as  any 
outlandish  Prince,  as  the  vulgar  call  it,  could  be.^ 

Wednesday  ni^ht. 
Well ;  I  find  Lord  Cowper  is  not  come ;  which  is  not  extraordi- 
nary! as  his  arrival  would  be  after  twenty  years  of  absence.    Mr. 
Beauclerk,t  whom  you  have  seen  of  late,  I  conclude,  with  Lady 

*  William-Henry  Zulenstein  de  Nassau,  fourth  Earl  of  Rocbibrd.  In  1763,  hif 
Lordship  was  appointed  Ambaasador  to  the  court  of  Spain  ;:and  from  1766  to  177^ 
filled  the  office  of  one  of  the  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  and  in  1778  was  elected 
a  Knigrht  of  the  Garter.— Ed. 

t  Aubrey  Beauclerk,  second  Lord  Vere,  married,  in  1763,  Lady  Catharine  Pon* 
VWbjr,  tidest  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Beaborougb.    The  firet  Lord  Vere  waa  « 
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Catharine,  is  dow  a  peer:  his  father,  Lord  Vere,  is  just  dead,  at 
eighty-one.  *    *       • 


WETTER.  CCCLXL 

Berkeley  Square,  Oct  18, 1781. 

HippENiRa  to  come  to  town  ta-day,  I  found  the  twosets  of  the  His- 
I07  of  the  Medici.  I  hasten  to  tell  you  so^  that  your  nephew  may  not 
be  unquiet  about  their  remaining  chex  ltd.  I  do  not  thank  you  but 
for  jour  trouble ;  for  I  insist  on  your  telling  your  nephew  the  price, 
that  I  may  pay  him  at  his  return.*  You  know  I  have  made  a  law 
against  preseoas,  and'  it  would  be  curious  if  I  broke  my  own  ordinance 
in  a  still  more  flagrant  instance  of  asking  for  them.  This  was  a  com- 
mission, and  do  not  imagine  that  I  would  not  only  beg  a  present,  but 
a  double  one. 

Though  I  came  to  town  on  business,  my  impatience  was  iio  great 
that  I  could  not  nelp  dipping;  and,  as  you  may  guess,  turned  to  the 
story  of  Bianca  Capello.*  It  is  a  little  palliated,  yet  I  think  was 
clearly  an  cmpoisonnemtnt.  I  find,  too,  more  freedom  than  I  expected, 
though  promised.  I  did  apprehend  that  the  characters  of  Princes, 
drawn  under  the  eye  of  a  rrince,  would  be  softened  and  softened,  till 
scarce  a  speck  would  remain ;  but,  by  that  of  Duke  Francis,  I  perceive 
that  the  Great-Duke  has  surmounted  many  royal  prejudices.  The 
style  seems  simple  and  natural,  and  does  not  aspire  to  dignity  or 
beauty  of  diction.  One  term,  often  repeated,  sounds  very  vulgar. 
The  anthop  talks  of  the  impudenza  of  Bianca's  arts  and  conduct. 
This  is  a  very  gross  word,  in  spite  of  the  Italian  liquids  in  the  termi- 
nation. In  England  and  France  we  are  too  refined  to  use  so  coarse 
a  phrase.  Mr.  Gibbon  would  not  use  it  on  a  Pope  or  a  Father  of 
the  Churcb,  and  to  employ  it  on  a  lady,  and  a  sovereign  lady !  mercy 
OQ  us !  What  would  GaJiuzzi  say  of  the  legislatress  Catharine  of 
Russia  ?    Of  that  idol  of  modern  philosophers  1    Whose  ascent  Vol- 

younger  son  of  the  first  Duke  of  St.  AlbanV.  In  1787,  by  the  death  of  his  coadn 
George,  grandson  of  Lord  William  Beagclerk,  he  became  fiAh  Duke  of  St.  Alban's. 
*  The  story  of  Bianpa  Capello  has  been  variously  related.  The  followinjf  is 
Wt1pole*8  version,  written  in  a  cartouche  on  the  frame  of  a  paintinijr  of  Bianca, 
bought  out  of  the  Vitelli  palace  al  Florence  by  Sir  Horace  Mann,  and  sent  to  Straw- 
berry Hill :  ** Bianca  Capello^  a  Venetian  lady,,  who,  having  disobliged  her  family 
by  marrying  a  Florentine  banker,  was  reduced  to  maintain  him  by  washing  linen, 
Praocis,  the  Great-Duke,  saw,  fell  in  love  with,  and  made  her  his  mistress,  and 
ber  hosliand  his  minister ;  but  the  latter  afler  numberless  tyrannies,  for  which  she 
obtained  his  pardon,  and  after  repeated  ill-usage  of  her,  for  which  slie  pardoned  him, 
baying  murdered  a  man,  and  being  again  protected  by  her,  the  Great-Duke  told  her, 
that,  though  he  would  remit  her  husSand^s  punishment,  he  would  pardon  whoever 
tboold  kill  him.  The  relations  of  the  deceased  murdered  the  assassin,  and  Francis 
married  his  widow  Bianca,  who  was  poisoned  with  him  at  a  banquet  bv  Cardinal 
Perdinand,  aAerwards  called  the  Great,  brother  and  saccessor  of  Duke  raocis.**— 
(9. 
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taire  called^  only  a  family  squabble^  with  which  he  would  not  meddle. 
This  is  the  way  in  which  the  good-breediog  of  the  preieDt  age 
mcDtions  atrocious  deeds ; 

Jost  hints  ft  criBi€)  «ii4  hesitates  dislike. 

The  torpor  of  the  times  has  been  a  little  roused  this  week  by  some 
packets  of  events.  The  admirals  Graves  and  Hood  have  attacked 
a  superior  French  iQeet  at  the  niouth  of  the  Chesapeak,  and  have  not 
beaten  it.  It  is  the  business  of  the  French,  not  ours,  to  say  who  did 
beat.  I  doubt  we  did  not  gain  a  naval  crown,  and  have  lost  a 
seventy-four  gun  ship.  In  return,  Commodore  Johnstone  has  taken 
four  rich  Dutchmen,  and  our  India  fleet  is  arrived — which  John- 
stone is  not.  However,  he  is  the  hero  of  the  day,  as  Admiral  Rod- 
ney  has  a  little  over-gilt  his  own  statue,*  and  Lord  Cornwallis  is  try- 
ing to  scramble  to  New  York,  without  having  quite  conquered  Ame- 
rica. Lord  Hawket  is  dead  and  does  not  seem  to  have  bequeathed 
his  mantle  to  any  body. 

I  do  not  find  the  least  curiosity  stirring  about  Minorca.  If  it  is 
lost,  the  public  will  he  content,  should  it  produce  a  court-martial, 
which  is  found  to  be  an  excellent  soporific  on  all  our  disasters. — We 
have  wherewithal  to  pass  the  winter  very  agreeably.     Adieu  I 

*  By  the  plander  of  St.  Eostatia.  [The  condact  of  Admiral  Rodney  and  Gene- 
ral Vaughan,  in  seizing  and  coofiscatiDg  all  the  property  at  St.  Eustatia,  had,  shortly 
before  the  close  of  the  session,  been  brought  before  the  House  of  CommoDS  by  Mr. 
Burke.  As  the  motion,  though  it  was  only  for  papers  necessary  for  an  inquiry  into 
that  transaction,  led  to  a  censure  upon  the  Ministry,  if  the  orders  of  confiscatioo 
were  sent  from  hence,  and  if  not,  to  a  censure  upon  Rodney  and  Vaughan,  it  was  re- 
jected upon  a  diFision,  by  160  to  86. — Ed. 

f  A  capital  naval  hero  in  the  war  of  1759..  [Of  the  glorious  victory  obtained  in 
1750,  by  Admiral  Hawke,  over  the  French  squadron  off  Quiberon  Bay,  Walpole, 
in  his  Memoirs  of  George  IF.,  his  given  a  spirited  description  :  **  On  the  first  do* 
tice,**  he  ssys,  **  that  the  French  fleet  had  escaped  out  or  Brest,  that  prudent  and 
active  officer.  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  sailed  in  quest  of  it  He  had  twenty-three 
ships ;  they  twenty-one.  He  came  up  with  them  on  their  own  coast ;  and,  before 
half  his  fleet  bad  joined  him,  began  the  attack.  Conflans  at  first  made  a  show  of 
fighting,  but  soon  took  the  part  of  endeavouring  to  shelter  himself  among  the  rocks, 
of  which  that  coast  was  full.  It  was  the  20th  of  November,  and  the  shortness  of 
the  day  prevented  the  total  destruction  of  the  enemy;,  but  neither  darkness  nort 
dreadful  temptest  that  ensued  could  call  off  Sir  fklward  from  pursuing  his  blow. 
The  roaring  of  the  elements  was  redoubled  by  the  thunder  from  our  ships;  and 
both  concurred,  in  that  scene  of  horror,  to  put  a  period  to  the  navy  and  hopes  of 
France.  Seven  ships  of  the  line  got  into  the  river  Vilaine,  eight  more  escaped  to 
diflerent  ports.  Conflans^s  own  ship  and  another  were  run  on  shore  and  burnt.  One 
we  took.  Two  of  ours  were  lost  in  the  storm,  but  the  crews  saved.  Lord  Howe, 
who  attacked  the  Formidable,  bore  down  on  her  with  such  violence,  that  her  provr 
forced  in  his  lower  tier  of  guns.  Captain  Digby,  in  the  Dunkirk,  received  the  fire 
of  twelve  of  the  enemy's  ships,  and  lost  not  a  msn.  KeppeFs  was  full  of  water, 
and  he  thought  it  sinking:  a  sudden  squall  emptied  his  ship,  but  he  was  informed 
all  his  powder  was  wet;  '  Then,*  said  he,  *  I  am  f^orry  I  am  safe.*  They  came  ami 
told  him,  a  small  quantity  was  undamaged :  *  Very  well,*  said  he,  *  then  attack 
again.'  Not  above  eight  of  our  ships  were  engaged  in  obtaining  that  decisive  vic- 
tory.** From  1765  to  1771,  Hawke  was  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty.  He 
was  created  a  baron  in  1776.  His  monument  at  Stoneham  records,  that  '*  a  Princsi 
uosolicited,  conferred  oo  him  dignities  he  disdained  to  ask.— Ed. 
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LETTER  CCCLXft 

Strawberry  Hill,  Oct  29, 1781. 

I HAVB  received  a  letter  to-night  from  the  younger  Sir  Horace, 
and  answer  it  to  both  or  either,  for  this  reason:  the  courier 
may  be  detained  here,  like  the  last,  for  several,  days ;  in  which 
case,  nay,  without  that,  the  nephew  will  probably  have  left  Flo- 
reoee  before  the  courier  gets  back,  as  Mrs.  Noel  says  the  junior 
Sir  is  to  be  here  by  the  meeting  of  Parliament.  To  him,  if  not  set 
oat,  I  must  say,  that  nothing  could  be  more  unnecessary  than  an 
apobgy  to  me  for  not  advertising  me  of  this  journey ;  and,  having 
been  so  constantly  kind  to  me,  I  was  not  in  the  least  suspicious  of 
bis  wanting  any  of  his  usual  goodness  for  me.  I  must  again  quote 
Mrs.  Noel,  who,  not  having  heard  of  his  setting  out  till  some  time 
after  be  was  gone,  concluded,  from  its  being  so  late  in  the  season, 
that  he  would  not  go  at  all.  Had  I  had  any  thing  particular  to  send, 
I  should  certainly  have  informed  myself  more  carefully.  In  good 
truth,  I  never  am  diffident  of  my  friends,  nor  ever  saw  the  smallest 
groond^in  Sir  Horace  for  being  so. 

Now,  my  old  correspondent,  to  you.  I  am  charmed  with  the  good 
account  your  nephew  gives  me  of  you.  He  says  you  have  no  com- 
piaiot  hut  a  little  trembling  of  your  hand.  I,  who  am  so  nervous, 
that  the  sudden  clapping  of  a  door  makes  me  shudder  all  over,  call 
that  nothing.  I  have  lost  the  use  of  several  joints  of  my  fingers,  and 
often  fear  I  shall  lose  entirely  the  service  of  my  right  hand.  Such 
alarms,  amongst  other  reflections,  reconcile  one  to  the  parting  with 
one's  whole  self; — but  what  every  body  that  has  common  sense  must 
fed,  it  is  idle  to  detail. 

I  must  own,  I  do  expect  the  loss  of  Minorca.  It  is  true,  T)othinff 
can  be  more  bungling  than  our  enemies.  I  have  often  thought,  ano, 
I  believe,  said  to  you,  that  Russia,  Prussia,  and  Austria  must  look 
nHth  infinite  contempt  on  our  western  warfare.  They  divided  a 
kingdom  in  fewer  months  than  we  have  been  years  in  fighting  drawn 
battles.  They  give  us  room  to  make  a  kind  of  figure  by  letting  us 
make  head  at  all  against  France,  Spain,  Holland,  and  America.  Yet 
I  am  not  so  sanguine  as  your  nephew.  I  think  it  would  be  phrenzy 
for  our  fleet  to  pass  the  Straits  at  this  time  of  year  for  the  relief  of 
jjfinorca.  Separated  they  are,  I  believe,  the  combined  fleets ;  but 
fwhen  we  did  not  venture  to  encounter  them  at  the  mouth  of  our  ou>n 
'channel — that  was  I  would  it  be  wise  to  invite  them  to  reassemble 
and  empound  us  in  the  Mediterranean,  or  reduce  us  U^  fight  our  way 
against  their  superiority  at  the  door  of  it  ?  Clumsy  as  they  are,  I 
doubt  they  are  not  dull  tp  that  degree.  Nay,  I  fear  they  do  know 
that,  even  in  this  dilatory  way,  they  will  ruin  us  by  the  expense  we 
are  at.  I  should  have  thought  they  might  have  done  their  business 
sooner,  unless  they  look  on  our  exhausting  ourselves  as  more  per- 
manent destruction.    Little  as  they  have  done  for  America,  which 
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shows  how  injudicious  our  perseverance  has  been,  we  are  almost  at 
the  last  gasp  there,  and  tremble  for  Lord  Cornwallis.  I  should  not 
say  so  much  as  this  but  by  your  own  courier;  for  I  have  too  much 
fiertk  to  allow  to  enemies  even  what  they  know.  We  have  no  par^ 
ticular  news  at  present,  and  I  will  not  make  my  letter  longer  than  is 
necessary;  as  it  is  past  midnight,  and  this  must  go  to  town  early  to^ 
morrow-morning. 

I  have  almost  got  through  the  first  volume  of  the  Medici,  h  spite 
df  the  beauty  of  the  Italian  language,  the  style  appears  v«ry  meagrfc 
One  must  eall  it  simplicity,  if  one  would  coitimend  it.  The  siooarity 
is  considerable  enough  to  make  the  Medici  shudder  in  their  ponopooi 
tombs  in  St.  Lorenso.  What  a  severe  tyrant  was  their  great  Cosmo! 
Abb6,  indeed!  But  how  facile  is  address  when  it  stops  at  nothing! 
Or  is  it  art  to  stab  and  poison  T  Then  assassins  are  great  politician. 
The  work,  to  be  sure,  does  unfold  a  horrid  scene  of  popes  and  princes; 
but  I  don't  know  how — I  don't  know  what  I  exfMScted:  all  that 
scene  of  villainous  ambition  is  but  cold  at  this  distance  of  time;  one 
is  shocked,  never  interested.  At  least,  the  historian  wanted  ability 
to  move  the  passions;  or,  perhaps,  it  was  impossible  to  excite  any 
thing  but  horror,  when  he  does  not  seem  amidst  all  his  materials  to 
have  discovered  one  good  character. 

The  only  person  for  whom  I  have  conceived  an  esteem  is  for  the 
Sovereign  himself  who  commanded  the  work.  He  must  mean  to  k 
a  good  prince,  when  he  enjoins  the  truth  to  be  so  amply  told  of  hii 
predecessors.*  He  must  be  aware  of  the  reflections  that  will  be 
made  hereafter,  if  he  is  not. 

The  Duchess  of  Gloucester  has  ordered  me  to  thank  you  particotaily 
for  a  very  obliging  letter  that  she  has  received  from  you :  she  doei 
not  say  on  what  occasion.  They  are  at  Weymouth,  and  ffready 
happy  at  having  lately  inoculated 'Prince  William  as  successfully  ai 
they  could  possibly  wish.    Adieu !  dear  sir,  or  sirs. 
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Berkeley  Sqoare,  Nov.  96, 1181. 
Your  letter  of  the  lOlh,  which  I  have  received  to-night,  has  been 
very  cordial  to  me,  as  Mrs.  Noel  and  I  have  been  very  uneasy  at  set 
seeing  your  nephew,  who  used  to  have  the  two  qualities  of  punctuality 
and  flying;  bu^I  see  he  cannot  execute  the  latter  when  his  wings aia 
wetted.  I  left  Twickenham  this  morning ;  but,  though  the  Ducbesi 
of  Montrose  and  Mrs.  Noel  are  to  come  to  town  on  Wedoesdayt  I 

*  The  appearance  of  Galluszi's  History  of  the  House  of  Medici,  which  wasun^ 
taken  at  the  express  deaire  of  the  Great  Dake  Leopold,  gave  rise  to  strong  r^ioe' 
straoces,  oo  the  part  of  the  CourU  of  Spaki,  Naples,  Parma,  aod  especially  of  tU 
Holy  See,  whose  atrocities  be  had  fearlessly  ezpcMed.— Ed. 
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iballfleod  a  Uw  to  tbe  latter,  to  let  her  know  the  accidentayour  nepbe^ir 
luerienced  at  setting  out* 

1  am  delighted  that  Mrs.  Darner  and  you  are  delighted  with  each 
olher.  I  know  it  noutuallyi  for  Lady  Ailesbury  received  a  letter  this 
'  sreoiog  from  Lady  William  Campbell,  who  told  her  so.  Thank  you 
loiiliioo  of  timee  for  your  kiodness  to  them.  If  you  have  time  to 
know  Mrs.  Darner,  what  will  you  not  think  of  her  1  But  I  must  turn 
lot  subject  that  will  not  be  so  pleasing  to  you. 

Aa  account  came  yesterday  that  could  not  but  be  expected,  that 
Washington  and  the  French  have  made  Lord  Cornwallis  and  his  whole 
anny  prisoners.  I  do  not  know  what  others  think,  but  to  me  it  seems 
fortonate  that  they  were  not  all  cut  to  pieces.  It  is  not  heroic  per- 
btpe,  but  I  am  glad,  that  this  disaster  arriving  before  our  fleet  reached 
tbe  Ches^ak,  it  turned  back  ^o  New  York  without  attacking  the 
French  fleet,  who  are  above  three  to  two,  thirty-seven  to  twenty-three. 
This  is  all  I  know  yet;  and  yet  this. comes  at  an  untoward  moment; 
for  the  Parliament  meets  to-morrow,  and  it  puts  the  Speech  and 
q)eeches  a  little  into  disorder.* 

I  cannot  put  on  the  face  of  the  day,  and  act  griofl  Whatever  puts 
an  end  to  the  American  war  will  save  the  lives  of  thousands — mil- 
lions of  money  too.    If  glory  compensates  such  sacrifices,  I  never 

*  Official  intelligence  of  the  snrrender  of  the  British  army  at  Yorktown  to  tbe 
AnwricaD  forces  omier  General  Wasbiogton  had  reached  town  oo  the  preceding 
<iij.  Tbe  state  of  the  public  mind  at  this  moment  is  thus  described  in  a  letter  from 
Sir  Sarouei  Rnmily  to  a  friend :  '*  Every  body  has  been  in  great  anxiety  for  the  army 
Qflder  Lord  Cornwallis.  His  situation  was  very  critical :  an  army,  vastly  superior 
io  numbers  to  his  own,  surrounded  him  on  every  side ;  and  no  person  seemed  to 
Ml  that,  unless  Clinton  arrived  in  time  to  relieve  him  before  fais  provisions  were 
ooonmed,  he  would  be  obliged  so  surrender  up  himself  and  his  army  prisoners, 
*od  the  disgrace  at  Saratoga,  would  be  renewed  in  the  Chesapeak.  It  was  thought, 
l»vever,  that  Clinton  might  reach  the  Chesapeak  before  it  was  too  late  ;  and  much, 
VMthen  expected  from  the  valour  of  two  such  British  armies  against  forces  so  un- 
Btturaliy  allied  together,  and  so  unaccustomed  to  act  in  conjunction,  as  those  of 
America  and  France.  At  any  rate,  it  was  supposed,  that  tbe  event  most  be  quite 
(iecisfve  of  the  war;  and  the  public  was  eager  and  burning  with  impatience  to  hear 
whether  America  was  to  return  to  her  dependence  or  be  dissevered  from  us  for 
^r.  In  this  uncertainty,  tbe  day  on  which  the  Parliament  was  to  meet  drew  near. 
Tlie  Kiog^s  speech  was  prepared,  had  been  read  at  the  Council,  and  was  to  have 
nsQ  delivered  to  Parliament  the  very  next  day,  when  news  arrived  that  Cornwallis 
UMlall  his  soldiers  were  prisoners.  This  report,  which  came  with  such  anthority 
M  not  to  admit  of  any  doubt,  filled  many  persons  with  the  deepest  consternation; 
they  saw  blasted  all  our  hopes  of  ever  attaining  what,  in  the  course  of  so  many 
TM,  we  had  pursued  at  the  cost  of  so  much  blomi  and  treasure ;  others,  instead  of 
tsniiog  their  views  back,  looked  forward  to  the  evils  we  had  escaped,  and  thought 
ve  bad  oaore  reason  to  rejoice  at  an  event  which  had  delivered  us  from  a  war  so 
tractive  to  the  nation;  an  event  which,  by  happening  thus  early  (for  they  consi- 
wed  it  as  inevitable  at  some  time  or  other,)  had  spared  us  nrany  millions  of  debt, 
isd  the  loss  of  many  gallant  armies,  which  tbe  Ministers  would  certainly  have 
^ri&ced  in  tbe  pursuit  of  a  favourite,  but  unattainable  object.  But  none  (at  least 
fy  that  I  have  heard  of)  saw  this  calamity  with  the  terrors  with  which  it  has  since 
wi  heigbcaned ;  for  none  imagined  that,  afler  another  so  awful  lesson,  there 
cnld  be  any  talk  of  ooDtinuiog  our  inauspicious  war  on  America.**    Life,  vol.  i.  p. 
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heard  that  disgraces  and  disappointments  were  palliatives ;  but  I  will 
not  descant,  nor  is  it  ri^ht  to  vaunt  of  having  been  in  the  right  wbeo 
one's  countrv's  shame  Is  the  solution  of  one's  prophecy,  nor  woold 
one  join  in  the  triumph  of  her  enemies.  Details  you  will  bear  from 
France  sooner  than  I  can  send  them ;  but  I  will  write  again  the  mo* 
ment  I  know  any  thing  material.  I  am  sorry  your  nephew  is  not 
arrived ;  who,  by  being  in  Parliament  and  in  the  world,  would  be 
sooner  and  better  informed  than  I,  who  stir  little  out  of  my  owo 
house,  and  have  no  politicaj  cpnnexions,  nor  scarce  a  wish  but  to  die 
in  peace. 


LETTER  CCCLXIV. 

Nov.  29, 1781. 
'  YouK  nephew  is  arrived,  a^  he  has  told  you  himself;  the  sight  of 
him,  for  he  called  on  me  the  next  morning,  was  more  than  ordinarily 
welcome,  though  vour  letter  of  the  10th,  which  I  received  the  oight 
before,  had  dispelled  many  of  my  fears.  I  will  now  unfold  them  to 
you.  A  packet-boat  from  Ostend  was  lost  last  week,  and  your 
nephew  was  named  for  one  of  the  passengers*  As  Mrs.  Noel  had  ex- 
pected him  for  a  fortnight,  I  own  my  apprehensions  were  strength- 
ened; but  I  will  say  no  more  on  a  dissipated  panic.  However,  this 
incident  and  his  half-wreck  at  Lerici  will,  I  hope,  prevent  him  for  the 
future  from  staying  with  you  so  late  in  the  year ;  and  I  see  by  your 
letter  that  you  agree  with  me,  of  which  I  should  be  sure  though  you 
had  not  said  so. 

I  mentioned  on  Tuesday  the  captivity  of  Lord  Cornwallis  and  his 
army,  the  Columbus  who  was  to  bestow  America  on  us  again.  A 
second  army  taken  in  a  drag-net  is  an  uncommon  event,*  and  hap- 
pened but  once  to  the  Romans,  who  sought  adventures  every  where. 
We  have  not  lowered  our  tone  on  this  new  disgrace,  though  I  think 
we  shall  talk  no  more  of  insisting  on  impUcU  mbmission,  which  would 
rather  be  a  gasconade  than  firmness.  In  fact,  there  is  one  very  un- 
lucky circumstance  already  come  out,  which  must  drive  every  Ame- 
rican, to  a  man,  from  ever  calling  himself  our  friend.  By  the  tenth 
article  of  the  capitulatioui  Lord  Cornwallis  demanded  that  the  loyal 

*  Dr.  Franklin,  in  a  letter  written  on  the  d6th  of  November  to  Mr.  Adams,  makes 
the  same  reflection :  **  It  is  a  rare  circumstance,*'  he  says,  **  and  scarce  to  be  act 
with  in  history,  that  in  one  war  two  armiesSshould  be  taken  prisoners  coropleteiji' 
not  a  man  in  either  escapiogf.  It  is  another  singular  circumstance,  that  in  an  ex- 
pedition so  complex,  formed  of  armies  of  different  nations  and  of  land  and  seaibrcei, 
should  with  such  perfect  concord  be  assembled  from  different  places  by  land  tod 
water,  form  their  junction  punctually,  without  the  least  retard  by  crosB  accidents  of 
wind  or  weather,  or  interruption  from  the  enemy ;  and  that  the  army  which  wis 
their  object  should  in  the  mean  time  have  the  goodness  to  quit  a  situation  from 
whence  it  might  have  escaped,  and  place  itself  in  another  whence  any  escape  wti 
impossible/*— Eo. 
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Americans  in  his  army  shoald  not  be  punished.  This  was  flatly  re- 
fosed,  and*  he  has  left  them  to  be  hanged.*  I  doubt  no  vote  of  Par- 
liament will  be  able  to  blanch  such  a — such  a — I  don't  know  what 
the  word  is  for  it.  He  must  get  his  uncle  the  Archbishop  to  christen 
it  There  is  no  name  for  it  in  any  Pagan  vocabulary.  I  suppose  it 
will  have  a  patent  for  being  called  Necessity.  Well !  there  ends  another 
volume  of  the  American  war.  It  looks  a  little  as  if  the  history  of  it 
would  be  all  we  should  have  for  it,  except  forty  millions  of  debt,  and 
three  other  wars  that  have  grown  out  of  it,  and  that  do  not  seem  so 
near  to  a  conclusion.  They  say  that  Monsieur  de  JVf  aurepas,  who  is 
dying,  being  told  that  the  Due  de  Lauzun  had  brought  the  news  of 
Lord  Cornwallis's  surrender,  said,  from  Racine's  Mithridate  I  thidk^ 

••  Mes  derniera  regards  cot  vu  fuir  lea  Romain8."t 
How  Lord  Chatham  will  frown  when  they  meet  I  for,  since  1  began 
my  letter,  the  papers  say  that  Maurepas  is  dead.;]:  The  Due  de 
Nivernois,  it  is  said,  is  likely  to  succeed  him  as  Minister;  which  is 
probable,  as  they  were  brothers-in-law  and  friends,  and  the  one 
would  naturally  recommend  the  other.  Perhaps,  not  for  long;  as 
the  Queen's  influence  gains  ground. 
The  warmth  in  the  House  of  Commons  is  prodigiously  rekindled  ;§ 

*  Lord  Corn  wallis  strove  earnestly  to  obtain  some  favourable  conditions  on  behalf 
dfthe  inhabitants  of  York-town  and  other  Americans  who  were  under  the  protection, 
Mthey  had  shared  the  fortune,  of  the  British  army;  but  they  were  refused,  on  the 
giXHiods  of  their  being  civil  matters,  which  did  not  come  within  the  authority  of  the 
military  commanders.  He,  however,  to  extricate  those  Americans  who  would  have 
been  exposed  to  imminent  danger,  made  it  a  condition,  that  the  sloop  which  was  to 
ooovey  his  despatches  to  New  York  should  pass  without  search  or  examination,  he 
^ing  only  answerable  that  the  number  of  persons  she  conveyed  should  be  accounted 
for  u  prisoners  of  war  upon  exchange. — Ed. 

t  Sir  Nathaniel  Wraxall,  who  happened  to  dine  with  Lord  George  Sackville, 
tbea  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  State,  on  the  day  upon  which  the  intelligence  of  the 
nrrender  of  Lord  Cornwall is's  army  reached  Government,  relates  the  following 
ioecdote: — '*  The  party,  nine  in  number,  sat  down  to  table;  Lord  George  appeared 
eerious  though  he  manifested  no  discomposure.  Afler  his  three  daughters  ha4 
withdrawn^  his  lordship  acquainted  us,  that  information  bad  just  arrived  from  Paris 
of  tbe  aid  Count  de  Maurepas  lying  at  the  point  of  death.  *'  It  would  grieve  me,' 
Mid  I,  *  to  finish  my  career,  however  far  advanced  in  years,  were  t  Minister  of 
Fnnce,  before  I  had  witnessed  the  termination  of  this  great  contest  between  Eng- 
kod  and  America.'  '  He  has  survived  to  see  that  eveint,'  replied  Lord  George, 
viih  some  agitation.  Utterly  unsuspecting  what  had  happened  beyond  the  Atlan- 
tic, *My  meaning,'  said  I, '  is,  that  if  I  were  the  Count  de  Maurepas,  I  should  wish 
U>  live  long  enough  to  behold  the  final  issue  of  the  war  in  Virginia.'  *  He  has 
rarvived  to  witness  it  completely  answered  Lord  George ;  *  the  army  has  surren- 
dered, and  yoQ  may  peruse  the  particulars  of  the  capitulation  in  that  paper;'  taking 
at  the  same  time,  one  from  his  pocket,  which  he  delivered  into  my  hand,  not  with«* 
out  visible  emotion."    Hist  Mem.  vol.  ii.  p.  437.— ^Ed. 

t  Count  de  Maurepas  died  at  Versailles,  in  the  month  of  November,  and  in  the 
eighty-first  year  of  his  age ;  holding,  at  that  very  advanced  period  of  life,  in  a  sea- 
am  of  great  national  exertion  and  of  a  perilous  and  hard-fought  foreign  war,  the 
vdoous  office  of  Prime  Minister  of  France^ — Eo. 

{  The  King  bad  opened  the  session  on  the  27th.  "  So  much  had  the  expected 
debates,"  writes  Sir  Samuel  Romilly,  in  the  letter  quoted  in  a  recent  note, "  roused 
>be  attention  of  men,  that  the  lobby  of  the  House  of  Commoos  was  full  long  before 
VOL.  !!• — 18 
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but  Lord  Cornwallis's  fate  has  cost  the  Administration  no  ground 
there.  The  names  of  roost  iclat  in  the  Opposition  are  two  names  to 
nvhich  those  walls  have  been  much  accustomed  at  the  same  period— 
Charles  Fox*  and  William  Pitt,  second  son  of  Lord  Chatharo.f 
Eloquence  is  the  only  one  of  our  brilliant  qualities  that  does  not  seem 

the  Speaker  arrived;  Dor  was  it  without  difficulty  he  could  make  his  way  ioto  the 
House.  The  moment  he  bad  entered,  the  people  crowded  after  him ;  it  was  im- 
possible to  shut  the  doors,  and  the  gallery  was  in  a  moment  filled  with  a  promiscQ' 
008  crowd.  J,  among  the  rest,  had  the  good  fortune  to  get  a  seat  As  you  have 
already  seen  the  Kiog's  speech,  you  have  observed  that,aiter  boatting  of  succesBeB 
iQ  the  East  Indies,  a^ioouncijog  the  disaster  in  Virginia,  and  declaring  bis  reeolo- 
tion  to  prosecute  ibe  war  with  vigour^  he  goes  on  to  involve  the  future  conduct  of 
the  war  in  darkness  and  uncertainty.  Let  me  recall  his  words  to  you,  for  they  are 
very  material:  *I  should  not  answer  the  trust  committed  to  the  sovereign  oft 
free  people,  &c.,  if  1  consented  to  sacrifice,  either  to  my  own  desire  of  peace,  or  to 
their  temporary  ease  and  relief,  those  essential  rights  and  permanent  interests, 
upon  the  maintainance  and  preservation  of  which  the  future  strength  and  security 
of  this  country  must  ever  principally  depend;'  and  afterwards,  'The  late  mi«for* 
tune  calls  loudly  for  your  firm  concurrence  and  assistance,  to  fhistrate  the  designs 
of  our  enemies,  equally  prejudicial  to  the  real  interests  of  America  and  to  those  of 
Great  Britain.*  In  both  Houses,  all  the  speakers  on  the  side  of  Opposition  under- 
stood these  words  to  intimate  that  the  war  in  America  was  still  to  be  carried  on; 
and  the  Address,  which  echoed  them  back  to  the  Throne,  they  understood  as 
:  the  House  to  give  their  sanction  to  that  measure."    Life,  vol.  i.  p.  164.^ 


*  Mr.  Fox  had,  on  the  first  day  of  the  Session,  after  a  long  and  impassioned 
speech,  moved,  by  way  of  amendment  to  the  proposed  Address,  to  pledge  the  House 
to  apply  themselves  with  united  hearts  to  propose  and  digest  such  counsels  as  might 
in  this  crisis  excite  the  eflx)rt8,  point  the  arms,  and,  by  a  total  change  of  system, 
command  the  confidence  of  the  nation.  It  was  rejected,  on  a  division  by  218  to 
129.— Ed. 

t  Upon  the  report  of  the  Address  on  the  King's  speech,  WiLLiim  Prrr,  the  soo 
of  Chatham,  addressed  the  House  of  Commons  for  the  fourth  time;  arguing 
strongly  and  powerfully  against  persevering  in  the  American  war,  and  inveighing 
with  great  severity  against  the  incapacity  of  Ministers,  who,  by  their  fatal  system, 
had  led  the  country,  step  by  step,  to  the  most  calamitous  and  disgraceful  situation— 
a  situation  which  threatened  the  final  dissolution  of  the  empire,  if  not  prevented  hf 
timely,  wise,  and  vigorous  efforts.  "  The  applause  in  the  House,"  says  the  Bishop 
of  Winchester,  "  was  so  great  when  Mr.  Pitt  sat  down,  that  it  was  some  time  before 
Mr.  Dundas,  the  Lord  Advocate,  who  rose  immediately,  could  be  heard.  He  began 
by  saying,  that  *  the  lustre  of  abilities  and  splendour  of  eloquence  displayed  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  spoke  last,  having  proved  that  an  astonishing  extent 
and  force  of  understanding  had  descended  in  an  hereditary  line,  from  a  parent  an- 
commonly  gifted,  to  a  son  equally  endowed  with  all  the  fire,  and  strength,  and 
grace  of  oratory,  it  did  not  at  all  surprise  him,  that  an  involuntary  emotion  of  ap- 
plause should  burst  out  on  the  conclusion  of  the  speech  the  House  had  just  beard, 
and  that  each  gentleman  should  be  anxious  to  communicate  to  his  neighbour  his 
approbation  of  it.*  Mr.  Fox  afterwards  noticed  the  universal  admiration  the  speedi 
had  excited;  and  Mr.  Courtenay  said,  that  Mr.  Pill's  splendid  diction,  manly  clo* 
cution,  brilliant  periods,  and  pointed  logic,  conveyed  in  a  torrent  of  rapid  and  im- 
pressive eloquence,  brought  strongly  to  his  recollection  that  great  and  able  states- 
man, whose  memory  every  grateftjl  and  geneious  Briton  revered."  Life,  vol.  i.  p- 
44.  Sir  Samuel  Romilly,  in  alluding  to  this  speech,  says,  "Applause  was  echoed 
from  one  side  of  the  House  to  the  other :  and  Mr.  Fox,  in  an  excggeraled  strain  of 
panegyric,  said  he  would  no  longer  lament  the  loss  of  Lord  Chatham,  for  he  ww 
again  living  in  his  son,  with  all  his  virtues  and  all  his  talents."  "  He  studies, 
adds  Sir  Samuel,  **  for  the  bar,  and  to  whatever  he  applies  himself,  whether  to  law 
or  politics,  he  is  likely  soon  to  Uke  precedence  of  all  our  orators;  be  possesses 
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to  have  degenerated  rapidfy-*-but  I  shall  leave  debates  to  your 
nephew,  now  an  ear-witness :  I  coald  only  re-echo  newspapers.  Is 
il  not  another  odd  coincidence  of  events,  that  while  the  father  Lau- 
rens is  prisoner  to  Lord  Cornwallis  as  Constable  of  the  Tower,  the 
son  Laurens  signed  the  capitulation  by  which  Lord  Cornwallis  be^ 
came  prisoner  1*    It  is  said  too,  I  don't  know  if  truly,  that  this  ca- 

?itBlation  and  that  of  Saratoga  were  signed  on  the  same  anniversary. , 
*hese  are  certainly  the  speculations  of  an  idle  man,  and. the  more 
trifling  when  one  considers  the  nrK)ment.  But  alas  I  what  would  my 
most  grave  speculations  avail  ?  From  the  hour  that  fatal  egg,  the 
Stamp  Act,  was  laid,  I  disliked  it,  and  all  the  vipers  hatched  from  it. 
I  now  hear  many  curse  it,  who  fed  the  vermin  with  poisonous 
weeds.  Yet  the  guilty  and  the  innocent  rue  it  equally  hitherto!  I 
would  not  answer  for  what  is  to  come !  Seven  years  of  miscar- 
I 

! 

I    those  talents  which  are  said  to  have  been  peculiar  to  his  father — warmth  of  utter- 

i  ance,  command  of  language,  strength  and  closeness  of  reasoning,  and,  above  all,  aa 
€Dei;gy  and  irresistible  vigour  of  eloquence." 

Mr.  Pitt,  at  the  general  election  in  the  autumn  of  178Q,  wm  an  ttDsuccessful 
candidate  for  the  University  of  Cambridge ;  but  in  the  January  ^following  he  was 
returned  for  the  borough  of  Appleby.  During  the  winter  of  that  year  he  was  an 
habitual  frequenter  of  tbe  ckjb  at  Goostree*e,  where  the  intimacy  he  h&d  formed  at 
Cambridge  and  in  the  gallery  of  the  House  of  Commons  with  Mr.  Wilberforce* 
ripened  into  friendship  •*  He  was,"  says  the  youthful  member  for  Hull,  "  the  wittiest 
Biao  I  ever  knew,  and,  what  was  quite  peculiar  to  himself,  had  at  all  times  his  wit 
oiider  entire  control.  Others  appeared  strock  by  the  unwonted  association  of 
brilliant  images.;  but  every  possible  combination  of  ideas  seemed  always  present  to 

I    his  mind,  and  be  could  at  once  produce  whatever  he  desired.    I  was  one  of  those 

j  who  met  to  spend  an  evening  in  memory  of  Shakspeare  at  the  Boar's  Head, 
Eastebeap.  Many  professed  wits  were  presetat.;  but  Pitt  was  the  most  amusing  of 
the  party,  and  the  readiest  and  the  most  apt  in  the  required  allusions.  He  entered 
with  tbe  same  energy  into  all  our  different  amusements :  we  played  a  good  deal  at 

I  GoQstree's,  and  I  well  remember  the  intense  earnestness  which  he  displayed  when 
joining  in  those  games  of  chance.  He  perceived  their  increasing  fascination,  and 
Boon  after  suddenly  abandoned  them  for  ever."  Life,  vol.  i.  p.  17.  Mr.  Pitt  took 
his  seat  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  23rd  of  January,  1781,  and  made  bis  first 
speech  on  the  26th  of  February,  upon  the  second  reading  of  Mr.  Burke's  bill  for  an 
economical  reform  in  the  Civil  List  establishment*    He  spoke  for  the  second  time 

;  00  the  dist.of  May,  in  reply  to  Lord  North,  on  the  bill  for  appointing  Commis- 
aiooers  to  examine  the  Public  Accounts.    '*  The  papers  will  have  informed  you,*^ 

,    wrote  Mr.  Wilberforce,  on  the  9th  of  June,  to  a  friend*  •*  how  Mr.  William  Pitt, 

I  second  son  of  the  late  Lord  Chatham,  has  distinguished  himself:  he  comes  out,  as 
his  father  did,  a  ready-made  orator,  and  I  doubt  not  but  that  /  9hall  one  day  or 
<ither  see  him  the  first  man  in  the  country.  His  famous  speech,  however,  delivered 
the  other  day,  did  not  convince  me,  and  I  stayed  in  witii  the  old  fat  fellow  [Lord 

I    North:]  by  the  way,  he  grows  every  day  fatter;  so,  where  he  will  end,  I  know 

j    not.'*    Life,  vol.  i.  p.  22.— Ed. 

*  The  land-forces  became  prisoners  to  America ;  but  the  seamen,  with  the  ships 
and  forniture,  were  assigned  to  Count  de  Grasses  as  a  compliment  to  and  return 
for  the  French  naval  assistance.  It  was  certainly  remarkable,  that  the  commis- 
sioner appointed  by  the  Americans  to  settle  the  terms,  and  who  himselfdrew  up  the 
articles  of  the  capitulation,  by  which  a  British  army  became  prisoners  to  his  coun- 
try, was  Colonel  Laurens,  son  of  Mr.  Laurens,  late  President  of  the  Congress,  who 
vas  then  a  close  prisoner  in  the  Tower  of  Londom  The  Viscount  de'  Noailles  was 
tke  coromifl0k>ner  appointed  oa  tbe  side  of  France,  to  act  in  conjunction  with  Colo* 
oel  Laorens.— Ed. 
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riages  may  sour  the  sweetest  tempefs,  and  the  most  sweetened. 
Oh !  where  is  the  Dove  with  the  olive-branch  7  Long  ago  I  told 
you  that  you  and  I  might  not  live  to  see  an  end  of  the  Americao 
war.  It  is  very  near  its  end  indeed  now — its  consequences  are  far 
from  a  conclusion.  In, some  respects,  they  are  commencing  a  new 
date,  which  will  reach  far  beyond  t^.  I  desire  not  to  pry  into  that 
book  of  futurity.  G>uld  I  finish  my  course  in  peace — but  one  must 
take  the  chequered  scenes  of  life  as  they  come.  What  signifies 
whether  the  elements  are  serene  or  turbulent,  when  a  private  old 
man  slips  aw^y  T  What  has  he  and  the  world's  concerns  to  do  with 
one  another?  He  may  sigh  for  his  country,  and  babble  about  it; 
but  he  might  as  well  sit  quiet  and  read  or  tell  old  stories;  the  past  is 
^as  important  to  him  as  the  future. 

Dec.  3rd. 

I  had  not  sealed  my  letter,  as  it  cannot  set  out  till  to-morrow ;  and 
sihce  I  wrote  it  I  have  received  yours,  of  the  20th  of  November,  by 
your  courier. 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  success  of  your  attempts,  atid  admire  the 
heroic  refusal  of  the  General.^  I  shall  certainly  obey  you,  and  not 
mention  it.  Indeed,  it  would  not  easily  be  believed  here,  where  as 
many  pence  are  irresistible. 

Your  nephew  told  me  that  Mrs.  Darner  was  hasting  to  Rome.  I 
am*  glad  that,  as  far  as  you  could  in  so  short  a  time,  you  did  not  find 
that  I  had  exaggerated ;  but  I  know  her  shyness  too  well  not  to  be  sure 
that  you  could  not  discover  a  thousandth  part  of  her  understanding. 

Your  Mr.  Terney  was  an  ostentatious  fool,  of  whom  there  Is  no  more 
to  be  said.  Formerly,  when  such  simpletons  did  not  know  what  to  do 
with  their  wealth,  they  beq^ueathed  it  to  the  Church ;  and  then,  per- 
haps, one  got  a  good  picture  for  an  altar,  or  a  painted  window. 

Don't  trouble  yourself  about  the  third  set  of  Galussi.  They  are  tp 
be  had  here  now^^  and  those  for  whom  I  intended  them  can  buy  them. 
I  have  not  made  so  much  progress  as  I  intended,  and  have  not  yet 

*  GeDeral  Murray,  Governor  of  Minorca,  which  was  besieged  by  the  Spaniardfli 
was  offered  a  vast  bribe  by  the  Due  de  Crillon,  the  Spanish  commander,  to  give  op 
Fort  St.  Philip,  but  spurned  at  the  offer.  [**  The  eagerness  of  Spain  to  gain  pa8B» 
fiion  of  this  island  was,**  says  the  Annua]  Register,  **  so  excessive,  that  the  Court 
seems  to  have  departed  in  some  degree  from  that  dignity  of  character  which  sboabi 
•ver  be  inseparably  united  with  royalty,  by  an  insidious  endeavour,  through  the  me- 
dium of  an  immense  bribe,  to  corrupt  the  fidelity  of  the  Governor.  Nor  did  the 
Due  de  Crillon  seem  entirely  to  pay  a  proper  attention  to  his  own  rank  and  repoti* 
lion,  nor  to  preserve  a  due  recollection  of  the  honour  and  distinction  entailed  upon 
his  family  by  the  peculiar  virtue  of  an  illustrious  ancestor,  when  he  descended  to 
become  the  instrument  in  such  a  business..  General  Murray  treated  the  insult  with 
a  mixture  of  that  haughty  disdaia  incident  to  the  consciousness  of  ao  ancient  lioe 
and  illustrious  ancestry,  and  with  the  generous  indignation  and  stern  resentment  of 
a  veteran  soldier,  who  feels  himself  wounded  in  the  tenderest  part,  by  an  insidioos 
attempt  upon,  and  consequently  suspicion  of,  that  honour  which  he  had  set  up  as  the 
great  object  and  idol  of  his  life.*'  General  the  Honourable  James  Murray  was  the 
brother  of  John,  third  Duke  of  AthoU.  He  represented  the  county  of  Perth  in  five 
parliaments ;  and  at  his  death,  in  1704,  was  a  Major-General  in  the  army,  and  Go- 
vernor of  Fort  William  in  Scotland .^Ed.] 
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^  qodte  finished  the  secotid  volumep  I  detest  Cosmo  the  Great.^  I  am 
Sony,  either  that  he  was  so  able  a  man,  or  so  successful  a  man. 
When  tjrants  are  great  men,  they  should  miscarry ;  if  they  are  fools, 
they  will  miscarry  of  course.  Pray,  is  there  aiiy  picture  of  Camilla 
Martelli,  Cosmo's  last  wife?  I  had  never  heard  of  her.  The  dolt,, 
his  son,  I  find,  used  her  ill,  and  then  did  the  same  thing.  Our  friertd, 
Bianca  Capelio,  it  seends,  was  ^  worthless  creature..  I  don't  expect 
much  entertainment  but  from  the  life  of  Ferdinand  the  Great.  It  is 
trae,  I  have  dipped  into  the  others,  particularly  into  the  story  of  Cosmo 
the  Third's  wife,  of  whom,  I  had  read  much  in  French.  Memoires,  and 
into  that  of  John  Gaston,  which  was  so  fresh  when  I  was  at  Florence  ; 
but  as  the  author,  in  spite  of  the  Great-Duke'^  injunctions,  has  tried  to 
palliate  some  of  the  worst  imputations  on  Cosmo  and  his  son  Ferdinand, 
80  he  has  been  mighty  modest  about  the  Caprean  s^mours  of  John  Gas- 
I  too  and  his  elder  brother.*  Adieu  !  I  have  been  writing  a  volume 
I  here  mjself.  Pray,  remember  ta  answer  me  about  Camilla  Martelli.. 
P.S.  Is  there  any  china  left  in  the  Great-Duke's  collection,  made 
by  Duke  Francis  the  First  himself.'  Perhaps  it  was  lately  so|d  with, 
vhat  was  called  the  refuse  of  the  wardrobe ;  whence  I  hear  some 

*  Prince  Ferdinand,  vfiho  died  in  1713,  in  the  lifetime  of  his  fklher,  Coemo  the 
Third.  Sir  Horace  Mann,  who  personally  knew  John  Gaston  the  last  GraaJ-Duke 
of  the  Mediciaa  line,  is  stated  by  Sir  Nathaniel  Wraxall  to  have  related  to  hitn  at 
Horence,  in  the  ye«r  1779,  the  following  particulars:  "  John  Gaston  was  one  of  the 
most  superior  and  accomplished  men  the  present  centvry  has  witneesed,  if  his  im- 
ooderate  pursuit  of  pleasure  ha<l  not  enervated  his  mind  and  debilitated  his  frame. 
He  became,  long'  before  his  death,  incapable  of  continuing  his  family ;  but  that  ioa- 
bijity  did  not  occasion  its  extinction.  A  sort  of  fatality  seemed  to  hang  over  the 
HoQsc  of  Medicis,  and  to  render  ineffectual  all  the  measures  adopted  &r  its  pro- 
loo^tion.  When  the  fact  was  ascertained,  that  John  Giaston  could  not  perpetuate 
hit  line,  the  Cardinal  Htppolito  de  Medicia,  his  uncle,  was  selected  for  that  purpose; 
adispensation  from  his  ecclesiastical  vows  being  previously  obtained  from  the  Papal 
See.  The  only  and  the  indispensable  object  of  the  marriage  being  the  attainment 
ofheirs  male  to  the  Gi-and  Duchy,  in  order  to  prevent  its  seizure  by  foreign  violence,, 
or  its  incorporation  with  the  Austrian,  French,  or  Spanish  monarchies,  all  Italy  was 
seircbed  in  order  to  find  a  young  and  handsome  Princess  from  whom  might  be  ex- 
pected a  numeroaa- family .  APrinoess  of  MirandoIa,.on  whom  the  selection  fell, 
Meoied  to  unite  every  requisite  qualification.  The  nuptials  were  solemnized ;  and 
the  bridegroom,  being  of  a  feeble  constitution,  as  well  as  advanced  in  life,  it  was 
plainly  insinuated  to  the  lady,  that,  for  reasons  of  state  necessity,  she  must  produce 
ao  heir,  Tha  most  amiable  youths  and  pages  about  the  Court  were  purposely 
tbrowQ  in  her  way,  and  every  facility  was  furnished  that  might  conduce  to  the  ac- 
complishment of  the  object  ;>but  so^acredly  did  she  observe  her  marriage  vow,  that 
no  seductions  could  make  an  impression  on  her^  and  she  remained  without  issue. 
Her  husband  died,  and  was  followied  by  John  Gaston..  France  having  acquired  Lor- 
nine,  and  Don  Carlos  being  made  sovereign  of  Naples)  Tuscany,  was  delivered  over 
bj  the  great  Continental  powers  as  a  conquered  or  forfeited  country  to  Francis,  Duke 
<>f  Lorrame;  but,  no  sooner,  had  these  events  taken  place,  than  Hippolito's  widow, 
who  had  surmounted  every  temptation  to  inconstancy  dn ring  his  life,  gave  the  reins 
loher  inclinations,  and  brought  into  the  world  two  or  three  children  within  a  few 
yean.  It  was  thus  that  Florence,  the  repository  of  so  many  invaluable  monumenis 
of  Greek  and  Roman  sculpture,  collected  during  successive  centuries,  together  with 
the  territories  dependent  upoQ  it,  passed  into  the  Austrian  familj^."  Hist  Mem.. 
vol.i.p.281.r-Eo, 

18* 
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charmio^  thin^  were  purchased,  particularly  the  Medallion^  of  ihe 
Medici  bj  Beovenuto  Cellini.  That  s^le  and  the  History  are  enough 
to  make  the  old  Electresst  shudder  in  her  coffin. 


LETTER  CCCLXV. 

Berkeley  Square,  Dec.  21, 1781. 

There  have  been  no  events,  except  Parliamentary  debates,  since  mj 
last,  till  last  Monday ;  when,  news  came  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote's  hamf 
defeated  Hj^der  Ally  in.  India,;]:  and  when  we  were  iSattered  with  pro- 
mising hopes  of  Admiral  Kempenfelt's  demolishing  and  disappointinff 
the  French  expedition  from  Brest  to  the  West  Indies.  Our  Admiral 
had  fallen  into  the  thick  of  their  transports,  of  which  nineteen  had 
struck.  Commodore  Elliot  was  engaged  with  the  French  Admiral, 
and  had  dismasted  him ;  and,  when  the  express  came  away,  Kempen- 
fel^  was  bearing  down  with  the  wind  to  attack  the  squadron,  which  he 
had  been  told  did  not  out-number  his  own  fourteen.  You  may  judge 
how  our  hopes  and  impatience  rose  and  increased.  I  waited  till  four 
the  next  day,  when  being  to  dine  arid  pass  the  evening  with  Princess 
Amelia,  which  I  knew  would  prevent  my  writing,  though  post-night,  I 
sent  to  beg  your  nephew,,  if  any  good  news  should  come,  to  write  to 
you  incontinently.  He  was  not  copie  to  town,  but  was  expected  every 
minute.  Alas  !  before  I  left  the  Princess,  we  heard  that  a  second  ex- 
press was  just  arrived,  that  our  Admiral,  besides  the  fourteen  hostile 
ships,  had  discovered  five  qaore,  each  mounting  110  or  112  guns;  and 
that,  not  thinking  it  prudent  to  encounter  so  superior  a  force,  he  had 
retreated,  and  brougnt  away  but  fourteen  transports,,  eontaining  about 
nine  hundred  men.  Neither  all  of  them,  nor  he  himself,  are  jet 
arrived,  and  the  expedition  has  probably  continued  its  course,  and 
there  is  new  danger  to  our  West  India  islands. 

Perhaps  we  have  not  received  a  worse  blow  than  this  disappointment. 
If  Lord  Sandwich  can  weather  it,  he  will  be  skilful  or  fortunate  indeed ! 
In  one  word,  what  can  be  said  either  for  his  having  no  intelligence  of 
five  ships  of  such  magnitude,  or  for  despatching  Kempenfelt  with  onlf 
fourteen,  when  Rodney  was  nqt  sailed,  and  when  we  have  several  more 
ehips  lying  in  port  at  Portsmouth  ?  Most  qiouths  are  opened  against 
him,  not  only  in  Opposition  and  in  town,  but  at  Court.  Lord  Roddnr* 
haip.  did  commence  the  attack  the  very  next  day  in  the  Lords,§  thoagn 

*  They  were  only  small  models  in  wax,  and  were  purchased  by  Sir  WilliuD 
Hamilton. 

t  The  Electress  Palatine  Dowager,  sister  of  John  Gaston  the  last  Great-Duke  of 
the  House  of  J^edici,  whom  she  survived,  returned  to  Florence  on  her  bosbaod'i 
death,  and  died  there. 

t  On  the  Ist  of  July,  Sir  Eyre  Coote  gained  a  signal  victory  over  Hyder  Ally  at 
Porto  Novo ;  his  own  forces  consisting  of  only  ten  thousand  men,  while  thoee  of 
Hyder  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  fi^y  thousand. — ^Eo. 

i  The  Marquis  of  Rockingham  complained  in  the  House  of  Lords^  on  the  I9ib, 
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not  in  form ;  and  ooe  piece  of  luck  has  already  happened  to  the  Great 
Delinquent,  that  the  Parliament  adjonrns  to-day  for  tlie  holidays^  and 
will  g^7e  him  a  temporary  reprieve  Sfor  mancBuvres  and  defence,  if  new 
calamities  do  not  inflame  exasperation. 

The  king  of  France  is  said  to  have  sent  for  Cardinal  de  Bernis  to 
be  Prime  Minister  again;  but  that  you  must  know  better  than  I.  I 
am  interrupted  I  and  must  finish. 


LEtTER  CCCLXVl 

Strawberry  Hill,  Dec.  26,  1781. 
I  HAVE '  gone  regularly  through  three  volumes  of  the  ^ouse  of 
Hedici,  and  dipped  into  a  good  deal*  of  the  fourth.  It  is  rather  not 
well  written  than  ill  written ;  the  style  is  more  languid  than  faulty^ 
and  thence  neither  interests  nor  disgusts.  What  pleases  me  most  is* 
that,  besides  the  two  first  Great-Dukes  being  great  men,  Cosmo  the 
Second  and  Ferdinand  the  Second  were  very  good  princes ;  and  though 
John  Gaston  w^s  very  vicious,  he  was  not  a  bad  prince:  a  much 
larger  proportion  of  good  and  great,  out  of  seven,  than  happens  to  most 
sovereign  families ;  perhaps  to  most  elevated  families.  Francis  the 
First  seems  to  have  had  no  virtues;  Ck>smo  the  Third  would,  some 
few  centuries  ago,  have  passed  for  the  best  of  all ;  because  a  proud 
silly  bigot,  who  impoverished  his  subjects  to  enrich  the  clergy.  In 
short,  f  like  the  iauthor's  general  impartiality ;  and  though  he  some- 
times spares  his  Florentine  nMisters,  he  has  no  criminal  favour  for  the 
rest  of  the  Kings  of  Europe.  I  wish  the  line  of  Popes  were  extinct, 
like  the  Medici,  that  the  world  might  have  a  chance  of  seeing  their 
true  history  too.  Indeed,  Galuzzi  gives  it  roundly,  when  it  comes 
bis  way ;  so  much,  that  I  imagine  that  to  have  been  the  chief  motive 
to  the  publication,  and  to  have  originated  with  Csesar  himself,*  who 
nuiy  perhaps  have  an  eye  to  some  imperial  fiefs  usurped  by  the  Popes. 
The  author's  severity  on  such  a  succession  of  rascals  makes  one 
trust  him  when  he  speaks  well  of  any  of  them.  How  shameless  do 
others  of  them  appear,  when  one  finds  them  extending  their  impudent 
encroachments,  after  so  large  a  part  of  Europe  had  opened  its  eyes ! 
On  the  other  hand,  how  must  we  English  smile  at  their  opposite  follyi 

of  the  want  of  exertion  on  the  part  of  the  Admiralty,  and  reminded  their  Lordships 
of  the  declaration  of  Lord  Sandwich  a  sesiibn  or  two  ago,  that  a  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  deserved  to  lose  his  head,  if  he  did  not  at  all  times  take  care  to  have  a 
oavy  fit  to  face  that  of  the  House  of  Bourbon..  The  recent  affiiir  of  Admiral  Kern* 
peofelt  was,  he  said,  but  one  addition  to  the  many  proofs  of  our  inferiority.  In  the 
Boose  of  Commons,  Admiral  Eeppel  alao  complained,  that  the  Admiralty  had  not 
given  Admiral  Kempenfelt,  though  a  favourite,  a  sufficient  force.  He  added,  that 
QpoD  the  expedition  from  Brest  to  the  West  Indies  depended  the  safety  of  our  is- 
lands; and  that,  if  a  proper  use  had  been  made  of  our  force,  the  Count  de  Rocham- 
beau  would  never  have  been  able  to  land  in  America,  and  consequently  the  surren- 
der of  Xprd  Cornwallis  would  not  have  taken  place. — ^£o. 
*  The  Emperor  Joseph  XL 
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in  seeing  them  refuse  a  dispensation  far  a  match  with  a  hei^tic  to  our 
wretched  James  the  First,  at  the  instigation  of  old  Mother  Bellarmine! 
That  part  is  very  new  to  us,  and,  if  Lord  Clarendon  came  to  the  knowl- 
edge of  ity,  he  suppressed  it ;  for,  though  a  sincere  Protestant,  he  had 
so  much  of  the  Church  in  him,  that,  like  the  motto  on  their  bellsi 
*'  Fear  God,  honour  the  King/'  he  was  always  swinging  between  both. 
I  like  the  author,  too,  for  touching  on  the  knavery  of  two  of  my  no- 
ble authors,  the  ^ood  Earls  of  Salisbury*  and  Northampton  ;t  and  still 
more  so  for  the  justly  bitter  things  he  says  of  Louis  XIII.  and  Riche- 
Tieu.  He  is  rather  too  severe  on  Henry  IV.  and  Sully  ;  if  the  first 
was  too  easy  and  good-humoured,  and  the  latter  too  (economic  a  po- 
litician to  be  strictly  just,  one  may  rejoice  rather  than  weep  when  na- 
tions have  no  worse  reproaches  to  make  to  their  governors.  The  part 
that  diverted  me  the  most,  in  a  ludicrous  light,  was  the  Court  of  the 
Archbishop  of  Florence  condemning  the  Parliament  of  England  to  pay 
eight  millions  two  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling  to  Dudley,  Duke 
olNorthumberland,'— another  of  my  noble  authors  l;]^  One  would 
think  that  Court  had  existed  in  the  present  age,  when  foreigners  think--' 
I  fear  I  must  now  say  thought — there  could  be  no  end  of  our  wealth. 
I  wonder  such  stupendous  ideas  of  our  opulence  did  not  weigh  with 
Paul  the  Fifth  to  grant  the  dispensation,  in  spite  of  conscientious 
Bellarmine.  Be  it  remembered  for  once,  that  churchmen  were  more 
scrupulous  than  rapacious. 

I  asked  you  whether  there  was  any  picture  of  Camilla  Martelli.  I 
have  found  a  print  of  her,  among  the  hundred  heads  of  the  House ^ 
of  Medici,  by  Allegrini.     You  cannot  imagine  how  pleas^  I  am  to 
find  that  I  have  lost  so  little  either  of  my  Italian  or  of  my  memory  of 
Florence,  after  so  long  a  disuse.    I  am  sorry  you  never  mention  any 

'•  Sir  Robert  Cecil,  first  Earl  of  Salisbury,  "  who  had  the  good  fortune/*  says 
Walpole  in  his  Royal  and  noble  AuthorSf  **  to  please  both  Queen  KJizabeth  and  Kin; 
James  the  First;  who,  like  the  son  of  the  Dukeof  Lerma,  had  the  uncommon  Ibteol 
succeeding  bis  own  father  as  Prime  Minister :  and  who,  unlike  that  son  of  LeroMf 
did  not,  though  treacherdUs  to  every  body  else,,  supplant  his  own  father.** — Ed. 

t  **  Henry  Howard,  Earl  of  Northampton,  younger  son  of  the  famous  Earl  of 
Surrey,  said  to  be  the  most  learned  amon^  the  nobility,  and  the  most  noble  among 
the  learned.  Lady  Bacon,  the  severe  and  froward,  but  upright  mother  of  SirFian* 
cis,  often  warns  her  son  against  him,  calling  Howard  *a  dangerous  intelHgenciD| 
man,  and  no  doubt  a  subtle  papist  inwardly,  a  very  instrument  of  the  Spanish  pa* 
piste !  Pretending  courtesy,  he  worketh  mischief  perilously.  I  have  long  koowo 
him  and  observed  him.  His  workings  have  been  stark  naught.*  In  another  place 
she  calls  him  Uubtiliter  subdolus,  ond  a  subtle  serpent.*  Sir  Henry  Weldon  speaks 
of  him  as  the  grossest  flatterer  alive.**    Royal  and  Noble  Authors. — Ed. 

t  Robert  Dudley,  Duke  of  Northumberland,  "  called.**  says  Walpole,  "the  na- 
tural son,  probably  the  legitimate  son,  of  the  great  Earl  of  Leicester.  He  was  ed- 
ucated under  Sir  Thomas  Chaloner,  the  accomplished  governor  of  Prince  Henry, 
and  distinguished  his  youth  by  martial  achievements,  and  by  useful  discoverlQ^  in 
the  West  Indies,  but  it  was  the  House  of  Medici,  those  patrons  of  learning  and 
talents,  who  fostered  this  enterprising  spirit,  and  who  were  amply  rewarded  for 
their  munificence  by  his  projecting  the  free  port  of  Leghorn.  He  flourished  in 
their  court,  and  that  of  the  Emperor,  who  declared  him  Duke  of  Northumberland; 
a  dukedom  remarkably  confirmed  to  his  widow,  whom  Charles  the  First,  in  1644^ 
created  Dachess  Dadley.**— Eo. 
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of  my  acqaaintance  there :  no  doubt,  most  of  them  are  gone  off;  but 
you  would  oblige  me  by  naming  such  as  are  still  alive.  This  letter 
is  a  pareolhesis  between  our  present  momentous  politics,  written  in 
the  holidaysp  in  the  solitude  and  silence  of  Strawberry.  I  shall  finish 
it  in  town,  whither  I  shall  go  in  two  days,  expecting  to  hear  new 
disasters. 

Monday  night,  Slot. 

1  have  this  moment  received  yours  of  the  13th  by  your  third  cou- 
rier, with  those  inclosed  for  your  nephew  and  mine.  I  imagine  the 
former  is  not  in  town/but  I  shall  send  it  to  his  house;  the  other  never  ^ 
is,  but  the  mere  hours  of  his  waiting;  but  I  have  sealed,  directed,  and 
seat  it  to  the  post.  The  monument^  will  not  be  dear,  but  it  is  ugly 
enough  in  conscience.  Yet,  what  signifies  that,  or  the  blunders  1 
Over  the  arms  is  a  baron's  coronet,  1  suppose  to  imply  my  Lady's 
barony  of  Clintod ;  yet  it  should  not  be  there,  for  the  shield  contain- 
ing only  the  arms  of  Walpole  and  some  of  the  quarterings,  makes  it 
represent  only  a  Baron  Walpole;  that  is,  my  brother  before  my 
father's  death.  To  signify  Lady  Clinton,  it  ought  to  be  her  arms 
quartering  Clinton  in  a  shield  of  pretence  in  the  middle  of  her  hus- 
band's arms,  or  rather  in  the  same  manner,  but  in  a  lozenge*  as  a 
widow ;  for  the  barony  did  not  descend  to  her  in  my  brother's  life. 
But  all  this  would  be  algebra  to  a  Florentine  sculptor ; — nor  do  I 
wish  to  have  it  clear  for  whom  it  was  designed, — nor,  if  known,  will 
Any  English  herald  or  antiquary  probably,  ever  see  it.  My  Lord,  in 
this  past  month,  determined  on  an  expeaition  to  visit  his  new  do- 
mains in  Dorset  and  Devon  shires,  and  his  seats  at  Piddletown  and 
Heanton  were  ordered  to  be  aired  and  prepared  for  his  reception,  and 
Lucas  was  despatched  to  the  latter  (in  Devonshire)  to  notify  his  ar- 
rival, and  invite  the  neighbouring  gentry  to  the  ceremony  of  inaugu- 
ration. The  Earl  followed,  arrived  at  Piddletown  (in  Dorsetshire,) 
changed  his  mind,  returned  to  his  hovel  at  Eriswell,  and  left  Lucas 
to  tell  the  other  county  how  perfectly  his  Lordship  is  in  his  senses. 

I  have  not  found  a  tittle  of  news  in  town ;  therefore  I  shall  send 
this  away  by  the  post  to-morrow,  and  write  again  by  the  return  of 
your  courier,  if  I  hear  any  novelty. 

Pray,  whose  is  the  portrait  that  my  Lord  has  so  tenderly  re-de- 
manded t  The  Countess  certainly  did  not  love  any  picture  of  our 
family  enough  to  lug  it  behind  her  chaise  to  Italy,  as  Lady  Pomfret 
did  Lady  &1I  Finch's,  for  which  you  remember  she  had  a  new 
frame  made  in  every  town  she  stopped  at.  Perhaps  it  is  his  grand- 
papa Jack  Harris's,' or  Mr.  Sewallis  Shirley's,  the  latter  of  whom  had 
some  claim  to  be  registered  on  the  future  monument.  In  my  Lord's 
fit  of  posthumous  ^iety  he  may  have  grown  fond,  too,  of  step-grand- 
fathers and  fathers,  though  he  has  not  yet  acquired  affection  for  those 
who  passed  for  his  real  progenitors. 

*  The  one  intended  for  Lady  Orford,  at  Leghoro.— Eo. 
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After  Doctor's  Commons  had  lain  fallow  for  a  year  or  two,  it  is 
again  likely  to  bear  a  handsome  crop  of  divorces.  Gallantry  in  this 
country  scorns  a  mask.  Maids  only  intrigue,  wives  elope.  Cesl 
fitiquette.  Two  young  married  ladies  are  just  gone  off — no,  this  is 
a  wrong  term  for  one  of  them ;  for  she  has  just  come  to  town,  and 
drives  about  London,  for  fear  her  adventure  should  be  forgotten  be* 
fore  it  comes  into  the  House  of  Lords.  It  is  a  Lady  Worseley,  sis- 
ter of  Lady  Harrington.  On  hearing  she  was  gone  away  with  a 
Major  Blisset,  another  young  gentleman  said,  at  ot.  James's  coffee- 
house, ^*  I  have  been  very  secret;  but  now,  I  think,  I  am  at  liberty 
to  show  this  letter."  It  was  couched  in  these  laconic  and  senti- 
mental terms : "  I  have  loved  Windham,  I  did  love  Graham,  but  now, 
I  love  only  you,  by  God."  I  am  a  little  angry  for  my  nephew,  Lord 
Cholmondeley,  who  has  been  most  talked  of  for  her,  and  who  is 
thought  to  have  the  largest  pretensions  to  her  remembrance.  If  yoa 
see  him,  you  may  tell  him  I  resent  her  forgetfuloess ;  we  believe  him 
in  Italy.    Adieu  I 


LETTER  CCCLXVII. 

Berkeley  Square,  Jan.  17, 1782L 
I  HAVB  received  yours  of  the  29th  of  last  month,  and  wiH  answer 
it  in  this  as  well  as  I  can ;  though  I  have  but  one  hand  at  liberty, 
having  been  confined  these  ten  days  by  the  gout  in  the  other  and  its 
elbow.  I  am  not  void  of  all  hopes  that  the  fit  will  proceed  no  far- 
ther; and  then,  though  my  prison  may  last  as  much  longer  as  it  has 
done,  I  shall  think  myself  very  fortunate,  for  it  will  be  the  shortest 
fit  I  have  had  these  ten  years;  nor  am  I  young  or  fond  enough  of 
the  world  to  pant  after  much  liberty  beyond  that  of  my  limbs. 

There  has  been  no  public  event  since  my  last,  but  the  French 
purchase  of  St.  Eustatia  from  our  Governor  of  it.*    What  shame 

*  Secure  in  their  inaccessible  situstion,  the  British  garrison  at  St  Eostatia  con* 
ducted  themselves  in  so  negligent  a  manner,  that  the  Marquis  de  Bouille  was  in- 
duced to  maJce  an  attempt  to  regain  it.  Having  sailed  from  Martinico,  he  oie- 
ceeded  in  landing,  with  much  loss  and  difficulty,  about  four  hundred  men  durioff 
the  night  of  the  26th  of  November.  Trusting  to  the  negligence  of  his  enemy,  and 
the  consequent  probability  of  a  surprise,  the  Marquis  pushed  forward  with  the  at- 
most  expedition.  A  division  of  the  garrison,  who  were  exercising  in  a  field,  mis- 
took a  body  of  Irish  troops,  which  attended  the  French  commander,  for  their  coid- 
rades.  A  volley  of  small-arms,  fired  almost  at  their  breasts,  and  which  killed  seve- 
ral men,  was  the  first  knowledge  the  soldiers  at  exercise  had  of  their  danger. 
Colonel  Cockburne,  the  Governor,  who  had  been  takihg  an  early  ride,  returning  «t 
the  instant  of  the  surprise,  was  made  prisoner.  The  island^was  lost  in  a  few  mi* 
nutes,  and  without  the  expense  of  a  man  to  the  enemy.  The  marquis  behaved 
with  great  magnanimity.  A  considerable  sum  of  money,  which  the  Governor 
claimed  as  his  property,  was  restored  to  him ;  but  a  very  large  sum,  being  a  remain- 
der of  the  produce  of  the  late  sales,  and  said  to  be  the  property  of  Admiral  Rodoey 
and  General  Vaogho,  became  a  prize  to  th<e  victors.    The  moderatioo  and  clemeocy 
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there  is  in  that  transaction  the  buyers,  I  supposCi  wiii  make  over 
to  the  seller,  unless  the  Opposition  borrow  part  of  it  for  the  Minis- 
tors.  The  Parliament  is  to  meet  next  week,  and  the  town  expects 
that,  before  that.  Lord  George  Germain's  resignation  will  be  noti- 
fied—not that  I  tell  you  he  has  resigned,  but  such  is  the  universal 
persuasion^  and  the  last  symptom. on  which  conjectures  are  formed 
is,  that  his  family  have  said  he  would  not  be  at  the  Queen's  birth* 
day  to-morro^.  Your  nephew,  I  conclude,  will  now  come  to  town, 
aod  send  you  fresher  and  more  authentic  Parliamentary  intelUgence 
than  I  can. 

We  bear  with  some  surprise  of  the  Emperor's  very  rapid  suffoca- 
tioD  of  nunneries.*  Do  not  the  monka  regret  their  helpmates,  and 
tremble Jor  themselves?  If  Csesars  could  tremble,  I  should  ask  if 
Cssar  bad  no  apprehension  for  himself.  Are  all  the  Jesuits  extinct 
that  despatched  poor  Ganganelli?t  Is  not  the  Vatican  hung  with 
sackcloth  7  I  suppose  the  next  thing  we  shall  hear  will  be,  that  those 
pillars  of  toleration,  the  King  of  Prussia  and  the  Czarina,  have  opened 
asylums  on  the  road  for  all  those  chaste  doves  that  choose  to  leave 
their  first  spouse.    The  next  century  will  most  probably  exhibit  a 

oftbe'Mtrqais  apon  this  occasion  was  warmly  eulogized  by  Mr.  Burke  in  the  House 
of  Commons.  **  Two  British  commanders/^  he  said,  **  plunder  every  unfortunate 
ioiubitaDt  of  the  island ;  the  Marquis  de  Bouille  restores,  as  far  as  he  can,  to  every 
man  bia  property.'*  In  a  letter  to  a  friend,  of  the  24th  of  January,  Sir  Samuel  Ro* 
milly  makes  the  following  reflections  on  the  re-taking  of  St.  Eustatia — "  What  in- 
&iny !  The  Governor  is  too  prudent  undoubtedly  ever  to  return  to  England ;  be 
most  either  drag  on  the  load  of  his  life  in  France,  in  the  receipt  (for  he  cannot  know 
the  enjoyment)  of  the  wages  of  his  treachery,  or  be  more  actively  infamous,  and 
take  up  arms  against  bis  country.  I  am  wrong,  perhaps,  to  speak  as  if  his  treason 
were  proved ;  but  can  it  possibly  be  doubted !  Uow  unfortunate  we  are  in  our  com- 
manders; some  cowards,  some  traitors,  others  brave  indeed,  but  the  slaves  of  party, 
or  the  more  abject  slaves  of  avarice  I  The  Ministers  have  often  availed  themselves 
of  some  circumstances  which  seemed  for  the  moment  fortunate,  to  boast  that  we 
liad  Providence  on  our  side.  What  will  they  say  now  1  Never  did  the  hand  of 
Providence  appear  more  conspicuously  than  at  present.  We  took  St  Eustatia  like 
pintes,  violating  in  the  persons  and  property  of  the  prisoners  the  law  of  nations ; 
bot  we  did  not  profit  by  our  guilt.  The  effects  seized  were  retaken  on  their  passage 
toe,  and  the  island  itself  is  lost  in  the  most  disgraceful  manner.  We  encouraged 
treachery  in  the  rebel  Arnold,  but  all  we  gained  by  it  was  empty  promises ;  the  same 
treachery  is  retaliated  on  us,  and  what  we  lose  by  it  is  the  only  pledge  we  had,  by 
which  we  might  have  purchased  back  the  friendship  of  the  Dutch."  Life,  vol.  i.  p. 
199.— Ed. 

*  The  reform  of  German  monasteries  was  begun  in  the  year  1781,  by  the  Empe- 
ror Joseph  II.  The  hasty  manner  in  which  he  set  about  it,  without  sufficient  re* 
gard  to  the  necessities  and  feelings  of  the  older  inmates,  who  are  turned  adrifl  into 
^e  world  with  only  small  pensions,  and  in  some  cases  even  without  any,  occasioned 
coosidcrable  dissatisfaction  at  the  time. — Ei>. 

t  In  April  1774,  Clement  XIV.,  the  principal  event  of  whose  pontificate  was  the 
^oppression  of  the  order  of  Jesuits,  was  taken  dangerously  ill,  under  suspicious     \ 
symptoms,  and  lingered  on  till  the  following  September,  when  he  died.    Rumours     \ 
were  spread  abroad  that  poison  had  been  administered  to  him;  but  the  post-mortem 
examination  of  the  body,  and  the  report  of  his  physicians,  did  not  countenance  the 
'ttpicion,  to  which  Walpole  appears  to  have  given  credit. — Ed. 
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very  new  era»  which  the  close  of  this  has  been,  and  is,  preparing* 
The  annihilation  of  the  Jesuits  paved  the  way.  Popery  totters,  though 
we  preposterously  stepped  in  to  save  it ;  but  when  old  follies  grow 
exploded,  what  can  save^  them  t  not  their  own  gibberish  nor  legerde- 
main, which  gave  them  success.  This  is  no  impeachment  to  new 
impostures ;  but  for  the  old,  I  would  not  answer  how^  far  the  Revo- 
lution may  extend. 

The  enfranchisement  of  America  will  be  another  capital  feature  of 
the  New  Era,  and,  sooner  or  later,  will  extend  beyond  British  colo- 
nies. Whether  n^ankind  will  be  advantaged  by  these  botdeversementt 
I  am  not  so  clear ;  I  mean,  in  their  capacity  of  Reason  and  Liberty, 
-—charters  seldom  obtained  and  confirmed  without  much  bloodshed. 
Soldiers,  I  fear,  will  not  be  laid  aside,  though  Priests  may ;  and  then 
what  signifies  whether  one  is  chained  or  murdered  by  a'  fellow  in  a 
black  coat,  or  a  fellow  in  a  red  one? 

18th. 
Lord  George  Grermain  has  indubitably  resigned,  it  is  said,  to  be  a 
peer;  and  that  the  office  will  not  be  filled  up,  its  province  being  gone 
His  second  tome  has  not  been  brilliant,  but  has  made  the  first  the 
more  remembered — no  advantage  neither.  .  What  reasons  he  assigns 
for  retirement  I  have  not  heard  ;  his  associates  nor  the  public  wished 
him  to  stay.  The  next  chapter  will  be  his  principal  enemy  Lord 
Sandwich's,  who  has  numerous  foes  too,  but  more  friends* 


LETTER  CCCLXVIIL 

Berkeley  Square,  Feb.  1. 1782. 
I  ANTICIPATED  Lord  Gcorgc  Germain^sexit  before  it  was  complete', 
nay,  it  is  not  yet,  though  imminent.*    It  is  not,  1  believe,  entirely  a 

*  DisagreeiDgf  with  the  other  members  of  the  cabinet  on  the  future  conduct  of 
the  war,  Lord  George  Germain,  on  the  llth  of  f'ebruary,  resigned  his  office  of 
one  of  the  Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  and  was  raised  to  the  peerage  by  the  title 
of  Lord  Viscount  Sackville.  The  particulars  attending  this  elevation  are  thus  givert 
by  Sir  Nathaniel  Wraxoll ;  who  profesBes  to  have  received  them  from  Lord  Creorge*i 
mouth  on  the  day  they  took  place,-^"  The  separation  between  the  Sovereign  and 
the  Secretary  was  not  unaccompanied  by  emotion  on  both  sides.  Afler  regrettiog 
the  unfortunate  events  that  had  dictated  the  measure,  and  thanking  tiord  Geor^ 
for  his  services,  his  Majesty  added, '  Is  there  any  thing  that  I  can  do  to  express  my 
sense  of  them  ! '  '  Sir,'  answered  he,  *  if  your  Majesty  is  pleased  to  raise  me  to  tbe 
dignity  of  a  peerage,  if,  will  by  the  best  proof  of  your  approbation  of  my  past  exer- 
tions.' •  By  all  means,^  said  the  ting;  *l  think  it  is  very  proper.'  •Then,  Sir/ 
rejoined  Lord  George, '  if  yoU  agree  to  my  request,  I  hope  you  will  not  think  it  op- 
becoming  or  unreasonable  in  me  to  ask  another  favour.  It  is  to  create  me  a  vis- 
count; as,  should  t  be  only  raised  to  the  dignity  of  a  baron,  my  own  secretary)  my 
lawyer,  and  my  father's  page  will  all  take  rank  of  npe.'  The  King,  expressing  a 
wish  to  know  the  names  of  the  persons  allnded  to,  *  I'he  first,'  replied  Lord  GeotgCr 
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rolantary  act,  much  less  a  disgracei  but  merely  the  effect  of  diaagree- 
meot  with  aome  of  his  colleagues ;  consequently,  I  should  think,  would 
not  produce  much  variation  of  measures,  as  Lord  George  certainly 
did  not  resist  such  as  made  his  court  best.  That  he  was  no  unwel- 
eome  servant  is  plain,  d«  he  is  to  be  a  Viscount ;  and  his  nephew,  the 
Duke  of  Dorset,  succeeds  Lord  Falmouth,  who  is  just  dead,  as  Cap- 
tain of  the  band  of  Pensioners.*  Mr.  Ellis  is  to  be  Secretary  of  State 
io  the  room  of  Lord  George.t 

If  your  nephew  has  written  to  you  lately,  you  will  have  seen  that 
I  had  no  event  to  tell  of  any  public  nptoriety.  There  have  been  some 
ineffectual  efforts  at  opposition  in  both  Houses,  and  not  very  remark- 
able. Nor  do  I  imagine  that  the  prosecution  of  Lord  Sandwich  in 
the  House  of  Commons. will  have  any  serious  termination.  Lord 
Comwallis  is  arrived,  and  that  man  of  wretched  lame  Arnold.^ 
There  was  something  of  humour  mixed  with  the  severity  which  the 
Americans  meditated  for  him,  had  they  taken  him  in  his  passage,  as 
they  attempted  and  were  near  doing.  They  intended  to  cut  off  bis 
leg,  which  had  been  wounded  in  their  service,  and  bury  it  with  mili- 
tary honours,  and  then  hang  the  rest  of  his  person.^  I  think  he  can- 
not do  better  now  than  consort  with  General  Faoli. 

*  is  Lord  Walsingham,  who  was  for  some  time  Under-Secretary  of  State  in  my  office, 
when  Mr.  De  Grey ;  the  second  is  Lord  Lough borou^rb,  who  has  always  been  my 
lawyer ;  and  the  third  is  Lord  Amherst,  who,  when  page  to  my  father,  has  often 
aat  on  the  braces  of  the  state-coach  that  conveyed  him,  as  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
fond,  to  the  Parliament-house  in  Dublin.*  The  King  smiled,  adding,  *  What  you 
ay  18  very  reasonable ;  it  shall  be  so.'  This  is  one  of  the  few  peerages  conferred 
bf  George  the  Third  wholly  independent  of  Ministerial  interTention.  Lord  North 
Md  not  the  smallest  share  in  the  business."  Historical  Memoirs,  vol.  ii.  p.  493.— Ed. 

♦  Captain  of  the  Yeomen  of  the  Guard. — Ed. 

t  The  Right  Honourable  Welbore  Ellis,  at  that  time  Treasurer  of  the  Navy, 
was  appointed  to  fill  -the  office  of  Colonial  Secretary.  The  portrait  of  this  gentle- 
man is  thus  sketched  by  Wrazall;  **In  his  figure,  manner  and  deportment,  the 
very  essence  of  form,  he  regularly  took  hii»  place  on  the  Treasury  Benchrdressed 
in  all  points  as  if  he  had  been  going  to  the  drawing-room  at  St  Jameses.  His  elo- 
qaence  was  of  the  same  description  as  himself,  precise,  grave,  and  oonstrained ; 
unilluminated  by  taste,  and  calculated  to  convince  more  tlmn  to  exhilarate  or  elec* 
triiy  his  audience.  The  respect  doe  his  age,  character,  and  employment,  commonly 
aeeored  him  a  patient  hearing.  Burke,  after  felicitating  him  on  succeeding  as  heir 
to  Lord  George,  at  whose  feet  he  had  been  brought  up,  and  whose  political  opinions 
be  implicitly  adopted,  compared  him  to  a  caterpillar,  who  having  long  remained  in 
a  torpid  state  within  the  silken  folds  of  his  lucrative  employment  as  Treasurer  of  the 
Navy,  DOW  bursting  his  ligaments,  fluttered  forth  the  Secretary  of  the  hour." — Ed. 

X  "  Lord  Cornwallis  ana  Arnold,"  writes  Sir  Samuel  Romilly  on  the  2l8t  of  Jan- 
uary, **  are  both  arrived  at  Plymouth ;  the  latter  is  said  to  have  brought  with  him 
a  very  crreat  fortune.*'  When  the  House  of  Commons  went  to  St.  James's,  on  the 
4th  of  March,  with  their  address  against  the  further  prosecution  of  the  American 
war,  the  circumstance  of  the  appearance  of  Arnold  at  Court,  standing  close  to  his 
Majesty's  chair,  made  a  deep  impression  on  the  public  mind,  which  was  construed 
iato  a  deyelopment  of  the  royal  feelings  towards  his  American  subjects.  The  Earl 
rif  Sorrey  designated  it,  a  few  days  after,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  a  wanton  and 
iadecent  insult  oflfered  by  Ministers  to  the  representatives ^f  the  people. — Ed. 

}  Dr.  Franklin,  in  a  letter  from  Paris  of  the  11th  of  May,  1781,  thus  wr^to 
the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette:  "I  hope  that,  by  this  time,  the  ship  which  harthe 
rou  II. — 19 
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There  has  been  lately  the  most  dreadful  catastrophe  in  the  City  of 
vrhich  I  ever  heard  or  read.  A  stationer's  wife,  a  very  fond  mother, 
went  opt  as  she  did  constantly,  to  see  her  children  in  bed.  She  had 
seven,  the  eldest  liot  nine  years  old.  By  some  strange  inadverteacei 
she  left  a  candle  near  a  curtain  of  one  of  the  beds.  It  caught ;  the 
house  was  burnt,  and  every  one  of  the  poor  babes  I  Lady  Moles* 
worth's  tragedy  was  not  so  horrid,  for  she  was  so  happy  as  to  be 
consumed  too.*^    These  poor  parents  are  both  alive. 

I  think,  when  I  wrote  last,  I  was  confined  with  the  gout.    It  has 

I>roved  the  slightest  fit  I  have  had  for  many  years,  was  only  in  my 
eft  hand  and  elbow,  and  did  not  last  a  month ;  yet  both  niy  haadB 
are  terribly  afliicted  with  chalk-stones.  However,  it  is  plain  that  my 
bootikins,  regimen,  temperance,  and  perseverance  in  my  cold  system 
have  prodigiously  lessened  my  sufferings ;  and,  if  I  live  to  a  hundred, 
I  suppose  1  shall  be  a  very  healthy  yowig  fellow.  Still,  I  do  not  in- 
tend to  cut  my  coU's-tooth  till  past  ninety.  So  far  from  .juvenile 
airs,  I  lead  a  most  recluse  life,  and  scarcely  ever  go  into  any  public, 
indeed  only  to. very  private  places,  except,  what  I  cannot  avoid,  the 

fublic  nights  at  Gloucester-house,  and  they  are  not  very  numerous, 
have  been  once  to  the  Opera  to  hear  the  Allegranti,  whom  I  like, 
and  who  is  almost  as  much  in  fashion  as  Yestris  the  dancer  was  last 
year :  the  applause  to  her  is  rather  greater.  Pacchierotti  is  mocb 
admired  too,  and  the  dancers  are  a  capital  set.  So,  you  see  we  bear 
our  disgraces  with  eminent  philosophy.  Pleasure  does  not  scera  to 
know  that  there  is  any  want  of  money,  or  weight  of  taxes.  I  have 
not  heard  from  you  long.  I  expect  you  to  tell  me  a  great  deal  of  the 
Pope's  lamentations.  To  be  sure  the  Great-Duke  does  not  compli- 
ment  him  with  a  suppression  of  your  carnival. 

Friday,  8lh. 
The  inquiry  on  Lord  Sandwich  died  suddenly  this  morning,  at 
three  o'clock,  of  a  vote  of  approbation  of  205  to  ISS.f 

honour  of  bearing  ydur  name  is- safely  arrived.  Your  friends  have  heard  of  yoor 
being  gone  againet  the  traitor  Arnold,  and  are  anxious  to  hear  of  your  succeaa,  and 
that  you  have  brought  hiui  to  punishment.  Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  his 
agent  in  England,  captured  by  some  of  our  craizers,  and  by  which  the  price  or  re- 
ward he  received  for  his  treachery  may  be  guessed  at.  Judas  sold  only  one  man,  Ar- 
nold three  millions.  Judas  got  for  his  one  man  thirty  pieces  of  silver,  Arnold  not  a  bal^ 
penny  a  head.  A  miserable  bargain  !  especially  when  one  considers  the  quantity 
of  inmmy  he  has  acquired  to  himself  and  entailed  on  his  family."  The  intercepted 
letter  here  spoken  of  was  from  a  banker  in  London  to  General  Arnold,  stating  that 
he  had  received  from  him  bills  to  the  amount  of  five  thousand  pounds  sterling,  which 
the  banker  said  he  had  invested  it  the  stocks.  See  Franklin*6  Works,  vol.  ul  |k 
29,  Spark's  edition,  1839.--Ed. 

*  In  May  1762  Lady,  Molesworth's  house  in  upper  Brook  Street  was  bamed  to 
the  ground,  and  she  herself^  two  of  her  daughters,  her  brother,  and  six  servants,  all 
perished.    See  Collective  Edition,  vol.  iv.  p.  272.— Eo. 

t  Mr.  Fox,  on  the  24th  of  January,  had  moved  for  a  committee  of  inquiry  into 
the  j^uses  of  the  want  of  success  which  had  attended  our  naval  forces  during  the 
wai^nd  more  particularly  in  the  year  1781.  The  motion  being  agreed  to,  he  followed 
k  up,  OD  the  7th  of  February,  with  a  second,  *'  that  there  had  been  graa  miama- 
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The  Dake  de  Chartres*  is  going  to  Constantinople.  It  was  asked, 
why  t    Answerj'r-potcr  apprendre  &  itre  grand  seigneur. 

We  have  a  report,  that  Minorco  is  taken :  had  the  news  arrived  a 
few  hours  sooner,  it  might  have  been  thrown  into  the  vote  of  appro- 
betioD. 


LETTER  CCCLXIX. 

Berkeley  Square,  Feb.  25, 1782L 
There  are  certain  moments  in  politics  which  excite  eager  curi- 
osity, but  in  which  it  is  least  easy  to  satisfy  it.  This  means  a  crisis,  in 
which  the  scales  are  so  nicely  balanced  as  to  fluctuate,  and  conse* 
qaenlly  to  puzzle  the  prophetic  eye  even  of  calculators.  On  Wednes- 
day last,  Mr.  Fox  renewed  the  attack  on  Lord  Sandwich,f  who  was 
saved  by  a  majority  but  of  nineteen.  On  the  next  day  but  one,  Ge- 
neral Conway  moved  to  address  the  King  to  take  steps  for  peace 
with  America.  I  believe  the  calculating  prophets  had  been  at  work 
with  their  arithmetic,  and  had  found  that  when  a  plurality  of  twenty- 

o^emeDt  in  the  adminiBtration  of  naval  affairs  during  the  year  1781.'*  The  motion 
was  Btron|riy  supported  by  Admiral  Keppel  and  Lord  Howe,  and  the  defence  of  the 
Earl  of  Sandwich  was  undertaken  by  Lord  Mulgrave.  Afler  a  debate  which  lasted 
till  three  in  the  morning,  it  was  negatived  by  205  to  183.  Admiral  Keppel,  in  a 
htkr  to  Captain  Jervia,  written  the  morning  after  the  debate,  says :  **  The  evidence 
«u  sufficient  to  condemn  a  far  better  character  than  Lord  Sandwich.  The  proof 
ifainst  him  was  upon  the  table,  in  the  face  of  his  advocates.  Lord  North,  I  con- 
ceive, did  not  think  well  of  the  ground  he  was  fighting  upon,  if  I  am  to  judge  by 
tfae  tenor  and  insufficiency  of  his  nrgumenta.  Every  thing  was  on  our  side  but 
Bombers;  and  in  that  particular,  considering  the  ministry,  management,  and  delay, 
ing  the  papers,  we  had  lenougfa,  I  believe,  to  stagger  the  First  Lord.  A  little  bet- 
ter management  on  our  side,  and  less  assidaity  on  theirs,  and  we  should  have  car- 
ried our  question  clear."    Life,  vol.  ii.  p.  867, — Ed. 

*  Louis-Philippe*Joseph,  only  son  of  the  Due  d'Orleans,  whom  be  succeeded  in 
1T85. 

t  On  the  20tb  of  February,  Mr.  Fox  brought  the  same  queAion  before  the  House 
which  he  had  already  moved  in  a  committee,  relative  to  the  mal^administration  of 
uvil  aflairs.  Like  the  former,  the  debate  was  protracted  to  a  late  hour;  in  the 
cooree  of  which,  Wal pole's  friend.  Sir  Horace  Mann  the  younger,  declared,  that 
we  were  every  where  disgraced,  and  that  it  was  the  universal  language  on  the 
Continent,  that  the  aflairs  of  oar  navy  were  badly  conducted.  Mr.  William  Pitt 
greatly  distinguished  himself  upon  this  occasion.  He  pointed  out  in  what  particiH 
lara  there  had  been  neglect,  and  declared  that  he  supported  the  motion  from  mo* 
lives  of  a  public  nature,  and  from  those  motives  alone.  Mr.  Dunning,  in  allusion 
k>  this  speech,  said,  that  almost  all  the  sentiments  he  had  collected  in  his  own 
niod  upon  the  subject  had  vanished  away  like  a  dream,  on  the  bursting  forth  of  a 
torrent  of  eloquence  behind  him,  from  the  greatest  prodigy  that  ever  perhaps  was 
■eeo  in  this  or  any  other  country — an  honourable  gentleman  possessing  tlie  full 
vigour  of  youth,  united  with  the  experience  and  wisdom  of  the  maturest  age.  On 
m  division,  the  numbers  were,  for  the  motion  217,  against  it  239.  Thus  the  ma- 
jority was  decreased,  although  the  number  of  members  present  was  greater  than 
apcNTthe  former  occasioo. — Ed. 
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two  was  sank  to  nineteen,  it  was  a  decreasing  fund;  and  thence  they 
contriboted  to  make  it  so^for  at  two  in  the  morning  the  majority 
appeared  to  be  fallen  to  a  single  figure.  The  question  was  rejected 
but  by  one  voice.* 

As  I  do  not  make  use  of  any  table  of  interest,  I  sha]l  not  pretend  to 
prophesy  what  will  happen.  Formerly,  a  sinking  Minister  was  soon 
gone ;  but  as  circumstances  caniiot  always  be  the  same,  no  more  can 
times,  which  take  their  colour  from  them.  One  opinion  I  have,  more 
fixed,  which  is,  that  the  longer  the  Administration  can  maintain  itself, 
the  heavier  will  be  its  fall ;  for,  as  this  success  of  the  Opposition  is  less 
owing  to  their  abilities  than  to  the  calamities  of  the  war,  I  see  no  pro- 
spect of  victories  to  mend  the  situation  of  the  Ministers;  and  there- 
fore, though  they  may  divert  their  present  danger,  the  temper  of  the 
nation,  that  is  much  soured,  will  not  sweeten  in  their  favour. 

This  is  a  brief  sketch  of  the  present  aspect.  I  could  not  by  a 
million  of  words  tell  you  more  yet.  You  will  understand  as  much 
as  is  necessary,  and  I  do  not  at  all  desire  to  be  more  intelligible  to 
postmasters. 

I  have  received  two  letters  from  you  since>my  last ;  one  the  mo- 
ment that  was  set  out.  Yours  came  by  Mr.  Grenuille  with  the  prints 
of  the  Medici,  for  which  I  give  you  many  thanks.  In  your  second, 
you  say  that  the  Emperor  had  consented  to  receive  the  Pope,  from 
whom  he  has  taken  at  least  a  third  of  his  tiara.     We  had  heard  that 

*  The  appointment  of  Mr.  Welbore  Ellis  to  the  office  of  Secretary  of  Sute  for 
the  Plantation  Department,  and  of  Sir  Guy  Carleton  to  succeed  the  Coinmander-iD< 
chief  of  the  forces  in  North  America,  having  occasioned  general  alarm  that  there 
still  existed  a  determination  to  prosecute  the  war,  the  Opposition  resolved  to  make 
another  attempt  to  bind  up  the  hands  of  the  Government.  Accordingly,  on  the 
22nd,  General  Conway  moved  an  address  to  liis  Majesty,  imploring  him  to  uke  into 
his  consideration  the  great  calamities  which  had  attended  the  unfortunate  war  oa 
the  continent  of  North  America,  and  beseeching  that  it  might  no  longer  be  pursoed 
for  the  impracticable  purpose  of  reducing  the  inhabitants  of  that  country  to  obedi- 
ence by  force;  and  that  the  public  tranquillity  might  be  restored  by  a  happy  recon- 
ciliation with  the  revolted  colonies.  On  this  evening,  the  American  war  may  be 
safd  to  have  virtually  terminated.  Sir  Samuel  Romilly,  who  was  in  the  gallery, 
gives  the  following  account  of  what  pasaed  upon  this  important  occasion:  **The 
Ministers  opposed  the  motion  with  all  their  strength,  and  disclosed  to  the  House 
their  design  for  carrying  on  the  war.  They  said  they  meant  to  keep  the  posts; 
and  when  it  was  asked  what  they  meant  by  a  war  of  posts  1  the  Secretary  at  War 
said,  they  meant  to  keep  the  posts  they  had  already,  an^  to  take  more  if  they  saw 
occasion.  This  expression  produced  a  roar  of  *  Hear,  heari*  from  the  Oppositioo..  . 
Fox  siad,  it  was  evident,  from  this  and  many  sinular  expressions  dropped  inadver- 
tently, that  the  plan  of  the  war  was  changed  only  for  the  moment,  and  that  the 
faintest  glimmering  of  success  would  awaken  all  the  vain  projects  of  the  Ministers. 
The  argument  which  the  Court  party  seemed  to  rely  on  most  was  this:  the  Oppo- 
sition, they  said,  to  act  in  a  fair  and  manly  manner,  ought  not  to  have  made  such  a 
motion,  but  to  have  moved  at  once  for  a  change  of  Ministers;  for  that  was  the  ef- 
fect which  the  resolution  must  direotly  have  if  it  were  carried.  The  motion  was 
lost  by  a  majority  of  only  a  single  vote;  the  numbers  being  193  for  the  resolution,, 
and  194  against  it.  The  Hou&e  did  not  rise  till  three  ia  the  momiog."  Life,  voL 
i.  p.  204.--ED. 
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Gossar  added,  that  bis  Holiness's  visit  would  be  to  no  manner  of  pur- 
pose.* Perhaps  the  Monarch  would  not  dislike  to  return  the  super 
atfidem  ei  Bagilicum  calcabis, — yet  he  hfiay  find  an  aspic  under  his 
feet.  There  is  more  than  metaphoric  poison  still  left  in  the  vipers  of 
the  Church. 

Accustomed  as  you  are  to  our  newspapers,,  you  will  read  in  them 
with  astonishment  the  detail  of  a  late  trial  for  adultery,  between  Sir 
Richard  Worseley  and  his  wife,  sister  of  the  Countess  of  Harrington. 
To  save  her  last  favourite,  she  summoned  thirty-four  young  men  of  the 
first  quality  to  depose  to  having  received  her  favours ;  and  one  of  them, 
a  duke's  son,  to  having  bestowed  an  additional  one  on  her.  The  number 
was  reduced  to  twenty-seven,  and  but  few  of  them  were  examined ;  and 
they  blushed  for  her.  A  better  defence  for  her  was  the  connivance 
of  the  husband  who  was  proved  to  have  carried  one  of  the  troop  on 
his  back  to  the  house-top,  to  view  his  fair  spouse  stark  naked  in  the 
bath.  The  jury  was  so  equitable  as  to  give  the  plaintiff  but  one 
sbilllDg  damages.! 

This  trial  happened  on  the  very  Friday  of  the  drawn  battle  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  Sir  Richard  Worseley  was  missing  ;J  Lord 
North,  inquiring  for  him,  was  told  the  cause  of  his  absence,  ''  Oh,'" 
replied  the  Minister  pleasantly,  *'  if  all  my  cuckolds  desert,  I  shaTll  be: 
beaten  indeed.'' 

Tuesday  night,  late.. 

At  my  niece.  Lady  Cadogan's,  this  evening,.  I  met  Mr.  Landey,. 
Lord  Stormont's secretary;  who  gave  me  great  pleasure,  by  telling: 
me  that  you  are  made  Minister  Plenipolenjtfary..  I  am  glad  you  are 
a  little  richer,  when  you  must  be  at  oxtraordinary  expense;  but  I  am 
much  more  delighted  that  your  own  merits  and  zeal  have  obtained 
this  recompense,  and  that  thejr  are  rewarded  so  speedily.  It  does 
honour  to  the  Government  too;,  yet  I  doubt  you  will  not  have  the 
fuller  satisfaction  of  seeing  your  labours  terminated  by  the  success, 
you  wish.     I  feel  for  those  brave  unrescued  men  !§ 

Poor  Mr.  Morrice  is  not  come  to  town,  nor  can  he  come,  though 
he  has  had  an  urgpnt  call.  Old  Lady  Brown,||  who  was  formerly  at 
Venice,  is  dead,  and  has  left  him  for  his  life  an  estate  of  1500/.  a 

*  This  year  Pius  TI.  p^id  a  visit  to  Joseph  11.,  to  endeavour  to  dissuade  bim  from  the 
prosecution  of  the  ecdesiaatical  refbrms-  which  he  had  set  on  foot*  The  PootifiT^ 
reached  Vienna  on  the  29rd  of  March,  and  was  received  by  the  Emperor  with 
^at  respect :  but  returned  to  Rome  without  being  able  to  effect  the- object  of  his- 
loarney.— Ed. 

t  The  trial  took  place  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  on.  the  22nd  of  February, 
before  Lord  Chief  Justice  Mansfield. 

t  Sir  Richard  Worseley  was  at  this  time  Member  for  Newport,  Controller  of 
tke  Ring*6  household,  and  Governor  ofthe  Isle  of  Wight;  of  which  island,  in  the  pre- 
ceding year,  he  had  published  a  History,  in  one  quarto  volume,  with  engravings  of 
tbe  principal  views^  seats,  ^.«  by  a  jointure  of  70,000i.  reverted  to  his  lady,  who* 
was  the  daughter  and  co-heiress  of  Sir  John  Fleming.--ED. 

i  Besieged  in  Fort  St.  Philip  at  Minorca. 
Margaret  Cecil,  widow  of  Sit  Robert  Brown,,  formerly  &  merchant  of  Venice^ 

la* 
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year.  I  told  you  how  little  prospect  Cavalier  Mozzi  has  of  obtaining 
assistance  from  him.  It  is  plain  this  delay  is  weleome  to  my  Lora; 
for  I  have  not  heard  a  syllable  from  his  lawyers*  I  was  indeed,  sur- 
prised the  other  day  by  a  letter  from  his  Lordship.  It  was  to  desire 
the  favour  of  me  to  go  and  see  a  large  picture  that  Cipriani  has 
painted  for  him  for  the  saloon  at  Houghton— a  most  engaging  sight 
to  me,  to  be  sure !  though  such  a  request  provoked  me,  I  really  be- 
lieve it  was  madness  and  folly  dictated  it,  rather  than  insult;  though 
the  latter  is  not  impossible.  I  would  not  trust  a  pen  in  my  own  hand, 
lest  it  should  be  warm  ;  and  so  have  made  no  manner  of  answer. 
He  has  now  bespoken  another  piece,  frantic  enough ;  for  the  subject 
is  both  indecent  and  shocking.  Perhaps  you  have  forgotten  the  story; 
it  is  that  of  Theodore  and  Honoria,  from  Dryden's  Fables,  where  the 
naked  ghost  of  a  scornful  mistress  is  pursued  by  demons  and  wor- 
ried by  blood-hounds.*  The  subject,  were  it  indurable,  could  only  be 
executed  by  Salvator  or  Spagnolet.  Imagine  it  attempted  by  mo- 
dern artists,  who  are  too  feeble  to  pai^qt  any  thing  but  fan-mounts! 

I  believe  I  never  told  you^  that,  since  his  Lordship  sold  his  col- 
lection of  pictures,  he  has  taken  to  design  himself,  and  his  scratches 
are  pinned  up  about  the  stripped  apartments.  But  I  am  foolish  to 
repeat  instances  of  his  deliriums ;  though,  indeed,  the  nation  is  so  lu- 
natic, that  my  nephew  is  no  phenomenon.  I  saw  your  nephew  last 
night  at  Gloucester-House,  and  wonder  he  did  not  mention  your  new 
appointments;  but,  indeed,  it  was  but  for  a  moment:  nor,  in  truth, 
though  he  is  very  obliging  to  me,  and  though  I  often  see  him  at  oar 
little  Court,  have  I  had  any  conversation  with  him  for  a  long  time. 

The  play  there  begins  late,  for  every  thing  begins  late,  every 
body  arrives  late  every  where,  and  I  retire  early;  for  I  avoid  all 
public  places,  and  go  to  no  other.     A  court-life  was  never  my  object, 

♦  Of  Dryden's  story  of  the  spectre  huntsman  and  his  blood-hounds,  and  of  the 
scene  of  it,  the  pine-furest  of  Ravenna,  Lord  Byron  makes  beautiful  menlion  in  the 
third  canto  of  Don  Juan-* 

"  Sweet  hoar  of  twilight  l~in  the  solitude 

Of  the  pine-forest,  and  the  silent  shore, 
Which  bounds  Ravenna's  immemorial  wood 

Rooted  where  once  the  Adrian  wave  flow*d  o*er 
To  where  the  last  Caesarean  foruess  stood. 

Evergreen  forest  1  which  Boccacio*s  lore 
And  Dryden's  lay  made  haunted  ground  to  me. 

How  have  I  lovM  the  twilight  hour  and  tbee ! 

**  The  shrill  cicalas,  people  of  the  pine. 

Making  their  summer  lives  one  countless  song. 
Were  the  sole  echoes,  save  my  steed's  and  mine, 

And  vesper  bell's,  that  rose  the  boughs  alongf; 
The  spectre  huntsman  of  Oresti's  line. 

His  hell-dogs  and  their  chase,  and  the  fair  throng, 
Which  learn'd  from  this  example  not  to  fly 

From  a  trae  lover.^shadow'd  my  mind's  eye."»Ei>. 
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flor  woald  baire  beep  my  choice  for  this  end  of  my  course,  any  more 
than  it  was  for  the  commencement,  though  fate  has  connected  both 
periods  with  snch  an  attachment ;  yet  trust  I  have  acquired  as  little 
of  the  esprit  ckscours  as  if  I  had  never  been  within  one.  How  strange 
are  the  accidents  of  life !  At  ten  years  old  I  had  set  my  heart  on 
seeing  George  the  First,  and,  being  a  favourite  child,  my  mother 
asked  leave  for  me  to  be  presented  to  him ;  which  to  the  First  Mi* 
Bister's  wife  was  granted,  and  I  was  carried  by  th^Lady  Chesterfield  to 
kiss  his  hand  as  he  went  to  supper  in  the  Duchess  of  Kendal's  apart- 
ment. This  was  the  night  but  one  before  he  left  England  the  last 
time;  and  now,  fifty  years  afterwards,  one  of  his  great-grandsons  and 
one  of  his  great-grand-daughters  are  my  great-nephew  and  niece ! 
Yet  how  little  had  the  first  part  to  do  with  bringing  about  the  second  1 
When  one  considers  these  events  abstractedly,  as  I  do,  the  teflection 
is  amusing ;  it  makes  the  politician's  arts  trifling  and  ridiculous :  no 
plan,  no  foresight,  no  industry,  could  have  ranged  or  accomplished 
what  mere  chance  has  effected.  It  would  not  be  less  entertaining,  if 
a  politician  would  talk  as  frankly  on  the  projects  he  had  planned  and 
been  disappointed  of  efiecting ;  but  a  politician  would  not  look  on  the 
dhumement  with  the  same  indifference. 


LETTER  CCCLXX. 

Berkeley  Square,  March  1, 1782. 
You  know  I  deem  myself  a  bad  political  prophet.  I  certainly  did 
not  expect  that  the  Opposition  (no  longer  Ihe  minority)  would  have 
sach  rapid  success  as  to  have  gained  a  complete  victory  already*  I 
wrote  to  you  on  Tuesday,  that  on  the  Friday  preceding  they  had  been 
beaten  but  by  one.  On  Wednesday  last.  General  Conway  renewed 
his  motion  for  an  address  of  pacification  with  America,  and  carried 
the  question  by  a  majority  of  nineteen.*    His  speech  was  full  of  wit, 

*  The  result  of  ihe  late  division  was  conmfered  by  the  Opposition  so  satisfactory, 
that  it  was  resolved  to  brin?  the  question  a^in  before  the  House.  Accordingly, 
on  Ihe  27lh  of  February,  General  Conway  moved,  *'That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the 
House,  that  the  further  prosecution  of  offensive  war  on  the  continent  of  North 
America,  for  the  purpose  of  reducinijr  the  rebel  colonies  to  obedience  by  force,  will 
be  the  means  of  weakening  the  efforts  of  this  country  against  her  European  enemies ; 
tends,  under  the  present  circumstances,  dangerously  to  increase  the  mutual  enmity, 
80  fatal  to  the  interests  both  of  Great  Britain  and  America ;  and,  by  preventing  a 
happy  reconciliation  with  that  country,  to  frustrate^  the  earnest  desire  graciously 
eipressed  by  his  Majesty  to  restore  the  blessings  of  public  tranquillity."  Thearga- 
nients  urged  in  support  of  the  motion  were  nearly  the  same  as  those  employed  on 
the  former  occasion.  Lord  North  said,  it  would  be  his  duty,  if  the  House  should 
withdraw  their  confidence  from  him,  to  deliver  up  to  his  Sovereign  the  seal  of  his 
office,  and  say  to  him,  "I  have  served  your  Majesty  with  diligence,. zeal,  and 
fidelity;  but  your  Parliament  have  withdrawn  from  me  their  confidence;  let  me 
therefore  resign  those  employments,  which  I  ought  to  keep  only  as  long  as  lean 
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spirit,  and  peverity :  and  after  the  debate  Mr.  Fox  complimented  Uin 
publicly  on  this  second  triumph,  he  also  having  been  the  mover  of  the 
repeal  of  the  Stamp-act.  In  short,  he  stands  in  the  highest  light,  aod 
all  his  fame  is  unsullied  by  the  slightest  suspicion  of  interested  or  fac- 
tious motives  in  his  conduct.^ 

It  would  be  idle  in  me,  who  profess  want  of  penetration  or  intuitioD 
into  futurity,  to  tell  you  what  I  think. will  happen;  in  truth,  I  could 
not  tell  you,  if  I  would,  what  I  foresee.  The  public  certainly  expects 
some  sudden  change.  I  neither  do,  nor  wish  it.  At  present,  I  thiok 
alteration  would  produce  confusion,  without  any  advantage.  My 
reasons  it  would  be  useless  to  detail,  for  they  will  have  no  share  in 
the  decision. 

I  would  write  these  few  words,,  lest  your  nephew  should  not ;  though 
in  reality  I  have  told  you  nothing.  You  will  just  be  prepared  not  to 
be  surprised,  whatever  shall  arrive,  as  it  is  a  moment  which  may 
produce  any  thing.  I  mean,  a  change,  a  partial  settlement,  a  total 
one,  or.  a  re-settlement  of  the  present  system ;  though  I  should  think 
thatt  or  a  partial  change,  the  least  likely  to  last.  Any  ope  of  them 
will  be  fortunate  if  productive  of  peace ;  and,  at  least,  nothing  that 
has  happened  removes  that  prospect  to  a  greater  distance.  If  I  live 
to  see  that  moment,  I  shall  be  happier  than  I  have  for  some  time  ex* 
pected  to  be.  I  dare  not  entertain  greater  views  for  my  country— 
for  a  long  season ;  though  nations,  like  individuals,  are  not  precluded 
from  experiencing  any  change  of  fortune. 

be  serviceable  to  your  Majesty  and  to  the  country."  Mr.  Wallace,  the  Attorney- 
General,  acknowledged  that  nothing  but  peace  with  America  covid  restore  the 
country  to  its  former  state  of  splendour,  and  said  that,  considering  a  trace  ivitli 
America  the  best  means  of  obtaining  that  object,  he  intended  to  move  for  leare  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  enable  Ministers  to  treat  upon  that  ground,  and  would  therefore 
move  that  the  debate  be  adjourned  till  that  day  fortnight.  Mr.  Pitt,  in  a  brilliant 
speech,  censured  the  idea  of  a  truce,  and  stigmatized  the  motion  of  adjournment  u 
a  manoeuvre  to  gain  a  few  votes.  At  half-past  one  the  House  divided  on  the  mo- 
tion of  adjournment,  which  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  284  to  215.  The  Oo* 
vernment,  being  thus  left  in  a  minority  of  nineteen,  soffeped  General  Conway's  mo- 
tion to  pass  without  a  division.  The  General  then  moved  an  address  to  the  Ring 
nearly  in  the  words  of  the  motion ;  which  was  presented  to-  bis  Majesty  by  the 
whole  House. — Ed. 

*  "The  day  after  the  motion  passed,**  says  Sir  Samuel  Romtlly,  "  there  were  re- 
joicings in  several  places;  the  bells  were  rung  and  a  great  many  houses  were  illumi- 
nated and  papers  were  cried  about  the  streets,  *  Good  news  for  England ;  Lord  North 
in  the  dumps,  and  peace  with  Amecica !'  The  Ministers  affected  to  take  the  alarm, 
and  sent  advice  to  the  Lord  Mayor,  that  they  had  notice  of  intended  riots ;  but 
every  thing  was  very  peaceable."  Mr.  Burke  wrote,  on  the  same  day,  to  Dr.  Frank- 
lin at  Paris :  **  I  congratulate  you  as  the  friend  of  America  ;;  I  trust,  as  not  the  enemy 
of  England ;  I  am  sure,  as  the  friend  of  mankind,  on  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  carried  by  a  majority  of  nineteen,  at  two  o*block  this  morning,  in  a  very 
full  House.  It  was  the  declaration  of  two  hundred  and  thirty-four :  I  think  it  va* 
the  opinion  of  the  whole.  I  trust  it  will  lead  to  a  speedy  peace  between  the  two 
branches  of  the  English'  nation,  perhaps  to  a  general  peace ;  and  that  oui  happiness 
may  be  an  introduction  to  that  of  the  world,  at  large.!*--*Ep. 
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P.S.  When  you  do  not  hear  from  me  at  sueh  a  crisis,  be  sure  that 
nothing  material  has  happened.  We  have  both  seen  inter-ministe* 
riums  of  six  weeks. 
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Strawberry  Hill,  March  11, 1783. 
T»)uoH  I  begin  this  letter' to-night,  I  dd  not  know  when  it  will  set 
OQt;  perhaps  not  before  to-morrow  sevennight.  I  do  not  even  know 
whether  I  shall  not  contradict  at  the  end  every  thing  I  may  tell  yoa 
at  the  beginning ;  for  the  parties  in  the  House  of  Commons  are  so 
equally  balanced,  that  victory  vibrates  from  the  one  side  to  the  other 
every  day.*  Opposition  stock  fell  ten  below  par  last  Friday,  on  ques* 
tions  that  tended  to  remove  the  Ministers.  As  three  of  the  four  mo* 
tions  were  undeniable,  the  Ministers  got  rid  of  them  by  the  previous 
qaestioo,'and  consequently  prevented  the  fourth,  which  would  have 
brought  home  the  others  to  their  doors.  They  carried  that  question 
by  226  to  216.t    The  report  of  another  victory,  more  national,  fa* 

*  On  the  5th  of  Mareb^in  the  committee  on  the  Attorney-General's  bill  to  eoable 
Ui  Majesty  to  make  peace  or  truce  with  the  revolted  American  ColoDies,  Mr.  Fox 
aid,  that  nothing  but  the  personal  respect  he  bors  the  learned  £;entleman  had  pre- 
woted  bim  from  bursting  out  into  a  laugh  when  he  heard  the  proposition,  and  then 
vtlkiDg  out  of  the  House.  It  was  in  the  course  of  this  speech  that  Mr.  Fox  made 
bianemorable  declaretbn,  ''that,  from  the  moment  he  should  enter  into  any  terme 
^  the  present  Ministers,  he  would  rest  satisfied  to  be  deemed  the  most  infamoos 
of  mankiiid  :  that  be  could  not  for  an  indtant  contemplate  a  coalition  with  men  who^ 
u  Ministers,  in  every  transaction,  public  and  private,  had  proved  themselves  devoid 
«  e?ery  principle  of  honour  or  honesty ;  into  the  hands  of  such  men  he  would  not 
^t  his  honour  for  a  single  minute."  Lord  North  avowed  his  determination  not 
|o  retire  from  office  until  be  should  receive  his  Royal  Master's  commands  to  leave 
itior  the  wish  of  the  House,  expressed  in  the  most  unequivocal  terms,  should  point 
wt  to  him  the  propriety  of  withdrawing. — Ed. 

t  Lord  John  Cavendish,  on  the  8th  of  March,  had  moved  four  reso]utioD&  The 
ont  three  recounted  the  expenses  and  losses  of  the  war,  and  the  fourth  stated,  that 
jke  chief  cause  of  all  these  misfortuues  had  been  the  want  of  foresight  and  ability 
Ml  bit  Majesty's  Ministera.  Upon  this  there  was  a  long  debate,  in  the  course  of 
voicb  Mr.  Welbore  Ellis,  the  new  Secretary  of  State,  alluded  to  his  having  left  a 
Hrm  aod  comfortable  bed  (the  Treasurership  of  the  Navy,)  and  stepped  into  the  ship 
o|  state  in  the  midst  of  storm  and  tempests  Mr.  Burke  said,  he  thought  the  Right 
HoDoorable  Secretary  very  unwise  in  quittiug  his  flannel  nightcap  and  warm  bed 
«T  a  post  of  danger,  and  applied  to  bim  the  words  of  Brutus  to  his  wife — 

"  Wherefore  rise  you  now  1 
It  is  not  for  your  health,  thus  to  commit 
Your  weak  condition  to  the  raw  cold  morning.*' 

^  bis  firm  belief,  the  bed  was  left  merely  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  a  Scotch 
«iniiing-pan.  This  allusion  to  the  Lord  Advocate,  which  excited  much  laughter, 
'^ived  an  appropriate  reply :  **  I  see  no  reason,"  said  Mr.  Dundas,  "  if  the  eager 
[xpectationa  of  the  gentleman  opposite  should  be  fulfilled,  why  it  should  not  be  an 
*nk  warming-pan  that  is  to  be  introduced  into  the  bed.*'    The  retort  turned  the 
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voured  them,  though  many  suspect  it  was  coined  on  purpose.  Ad- 
miral Hood  was  said  to  have  defeated  the  French  fleet,  rescued  St 
Christopher's,  and  taken  the  six  hundred  men  that  had  landed.  This 
would  be  most  fortunate ;  but  it  was  not  confirmed  when  I  left  town 
this  morning.  In  short,  I  came  hither  for  two  days  to  breathe,  and 
rest  my  ears  from  poJitics,  which  at  such  a  crisis  you  may  be  sure 
'  assail  them  from  morning  to  nisht:  not  that  I  open  them  voiuDtarily, 
you  may  judge,  when  I  fly  hitner,  though  there  is  to^  be  important 
matter  in  the  House  again  to-day,  not  a  syllable  of  which  I  shall 
hear  before  Wednesday.  Lord  North  is  to  open  his  taxes,  which 
probably  just  now  will  not  be  admitted  as  submissively  as  of  late 
years ;  though  I  suppose  they  will  produce  more  clamour  in  a  little 
time  than  at  their  birth,  when  every  one  who  will  be  afiected  by  them 
shall  begin  to  apply  the  grievance  to  himself,  especially  as  Opposition 
will  naturally  paint  them  in  their  worst  colours.  As  I  shall  not  go  to 
town  to-morrow — one  of  the  two  foreign  post-days — I  could  not  send 
this  away,  were  it  farther  advanced ;  and  on  Friday,  the  other  post- 
day,  I  shall  not  know  the  event  time  enough  to  write.  The  O(»posi- 
tioQ  intend  to  give  battle  again  on  that  day,  but  I  do  not  know  what 
is  to  be  their  cri  de  guerre ;  however,  the  field  will  be  fought  till  it 
will  be  too  late  for  the  post.  I  am  less  anxious,  as  your  nephew  tells 
me  he  writes  to  you  constantly. 

The  Ministers  are  Certainly  run  hard ;  and  if  they  do  not  make 
peace  with  America,  or  have  some  great  victory,  though  I  do  not 

Siess  where  that  is  likely  to  arrive,  they  will  have  dHBcultv  to  stand 
eir  ground.  New  losses  will  make  their  fall  more  probable,  and 
more  dangerous.  Minorca,  we  know,  is  gone ;  and  we  know  what 
other  places  may  follow.  The  foreign  papers  will  ring  with  the  enor- 
mous sum  it  has  cost  us  to  lose  America,  &c.  I  saw  a  letter  from 
abroad  last  week,  which  said,  that  they  were  amazed  so  many  mis- 
carriages had  not  overturned  the  Administration.  They  may  wonder; 
but,  believe  me,  deprivation  would  be  a  feather-bed  to  what  they  hear 
every  day — I  mean  the  Ministers.  It  is  a  worse  service  than  that  of 
a  General.  He  stands  on  a  rising  ground  out  of  cannon-shot,  gives 
his  orders,  sees  his  soldiers  fall  or  conquer,  and  at  most  is  quit  for  the 
disgrace,  if  he  loses  the  day.  In  Parliament,  all  the  artillery  is  point- 
ed at  the  leaders,  who  are  gaHed  during  the  combat,  and  must  fi^ht 
the  battle  themselves.  The  troops  sit  by,  are  paid  beforehand,  receive 
not  a  knock,  and  retire  to  their  tents  as  soon  as  they  have  said  Yes  or 
No  1  I  wish  generals  were  in  the  same  predicament,  and  suflered  all 
the  wounds.  Well  1 1  shall  reserve  the  rest  of  my  paper ;  I  may  have 
matter  to  fill  it. 

lau^h  against  Mr.  Burke;  and  scarcely  three  weeks  elapsed  before  Colonel  But^ 
was  appointed  Treasurer  of  the  Navy.  Upon  the  order  of  the  day,  which  was  moved 
by  Mr.  Jenkinson,  the  Secretary  at  War,  the  House  divided;  when  Ministers  hada 
majority  of  ten^  the  nambers  being  226  to  216.^Ed. 


TO  SIR  HORACE  MANN.  927 

Saturday  16tb« 
The  Tax-day  passed  very  quietly  ;  however,  it  was  reported  and 
geaerally  believed,  that  Lord  North  would  resign.  Nay,  it  is  known 
that  the  Chancellor  has  been  negotiating  with  Lord  Rockingham. 
Whether  too  little  was  offered,  or  too  much  demanded,  a  resolution 
was  taken  to  try  one  more  engagement.  The  Opposition  were  very 
confident  of  victory,  and  not  without  cause ;  for,  when  a  flag  of  truce 
was  hung  out,  the  mercenary  troop  of  Calculators  was  likely  to  de- 
sert to  the  side  that  was  most  likely  to  possess  the  military  chest.  It 
is  probable  that  that  chest  was  previously  abandoned,  to  retain  them ; 
for  the  Court,  at  one  this  morning,  had  a  majority  of  nine,  though  the 
minority  were  stronger  by  ten  votes  than  in  the  former  battle.^ 

I  should  be  very  presumptuous,  were  I  to  attempt  to  guess  what 
will. happen,  when  brokers  themselves  find  it  so  difficult  to  decide 
which  side  has  the  best  of  the  day.  Future  historians  may  dignify  the 
contest  with  the  distinctions  of  loyalty  and  patriotism,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  but  both  are  engaged ;  yet  I  humbly  conceive,  that,  if  Potosi 
lay  in  the  quarters  of  either  army,  that  corps  would  gain  the  victoryf 
—perhaps  I  have  given  miy  opinion  to  a  degree ;  though  the  vein  of 
ore  is  not  very  redundant. 

*  On  the  15th,  Sir  John  Roas  moved  a  resolation,  which  comprehended  the  sal^ 
stance  of  Lord  John  Cavendish's  four  resolutions  which  the  House  had  rejected  in 
tile  preceding  week,  and  concluded  with  declaring  that  the  House  could  have  no 
forther  confidence  in  the  Ministers  who  had  the  direction  of  public  affairs.  Lord 
North,  in  the  course  of  a  long  and  pathetic  speech,  said,  he  not  only  wished  for  peace, 
Int  would  be  no  obstacle  to  a  coalition  of  parties,  for  the  formation  and  adjustment 
of  I  new  Administration,  in  which  he  should  himself  have  no  share.  He  declared 
to  God,  that  no  love  of  place  or  of  emolument  fhould  keep  him'  a  moment  in  office, 
if  be  could  retire  with  honour,  and  if  there  were  not  certain  circumstances  in  the 
my  of  his  going  out  at  that  moment,  which  he  could  not  then  explain.  Mr.  Pitt 
aught  hold  of  the  word  **  coalition,"  and  said,  if  he  knew  the  meaning  of  it,  it  was 
tbe  collecting  and  conibining  all  the  ability,  integrity,  and  judgment  that  could  be 
^od ;  but  was  that  a  work  fit  to  be  entrusted  to  the  noble  Loi3  ?  Such  a  proposi- 
tion was  a  gross  insult  to  Parliament;  as  the  administration  of  the  noble  Lord  had 
lieen  an  administration  of  influence  and  intrigue :  he  thanked  God  an  end  was  about 
to  be  put- to  it,  and  he  trusted  the  House  would  not  contaminate  their  own  purpose 
by  Buffering  the  present  Ministers  to  interfere  with  the  appointment  of  their  succes* 
sorai  On  the  division,  the  numbers  were  236  for  Ministers,  and  227  against  them, 
leaving  them  a  majority  of  nine.  While  the  division  was  taking  place,  Mr.  Fox  said 
ip  the  lobby,  that,  upon  consulting  with  the  gentlemen  near  him,  it  was  thought 
Hgbtthata  motion  to  the  same  effect  should  be  made  on  Wednesday  the  20th. — Ed. 

t  '*  Up  to  the  19th  of  March,"  says  Wraxall,  **  positive  assurances  were  given, 
u  all  the  departments,  that  no  resignation  was  intended,  Lord  North  himself,  what- 
ever fluctuations  of  mind  he  might  undergo,  personally  reiterated  those  declarations 
to  his  nearest  political  connexions.  No  man  doubted  the  firmness  of  his  Majesty, 
or  suspected  him  of  abandoning  his  Ministers  from  personal  timidity.  Each  party, 
tberefore,  prepared  to  tir  their  force,  and  both  expressed  themselves  confident  of  sue- 
CM.  Robin^n,  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  knew  better  than  any  man 
tbe secret  of  affairs,  has  many  times  assured,  me,  that  Government  would  have  in- 
^ibly  had  a  majority  of  from  fourteen  to  twenty,  if  they  had  gone  to  a  division  on 
the  20th."    Historical  Memoirs,  vol.  ii.  p.  592.— Ed. 
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HoDdty  18tb. 

Two  day9  and  a  half  (a  great  while  in  curiosity's  almanac)  are 
passed,  and  no  news  of  a  resumption  of  negotiation.  The  Marquis's 
terms  were  deemed  to  trespass  on  some  precious  fleurons  in  the  CrowD, 
which,  though  perhaps  new  acquisitions,  have  a  finer  water  than 
some  of  the  old  table  diamonds.  The  camps  will  therefore  probably 
remain  in  the  field  some  time  longer,  though  not  without  skirmishes. 
At  the  same  time,  I  do  not  see  that  any  favourable  events  are  likely 
to  happen  on  the  defensive  side.  The  recovery  of  St.  Christopher's 
is  still  in  suspense,  nor  does  Hood's  advantage  seem  at  all  to  deserve 
the  name  of  victory  — but  I  always  check  myself  when  I  can  only  con- 
jecture ;  besides,  that  in  a  letter  that  is  to  cross  the  sea,  I  keep  a  gag 
in  my  pen ;  for  I  would  not  tell  France  a  syllable  more  than  she 
would  know  if  I  never  wrote  a  letter. 

Yours,  that  tells  me  of  your  preferment,  I  have  received,  and  am 
rejoiced  it  was  so  well-timed ;  for  Minorca  is  gone,  and  your  zeal 
was  handsomely  accepted,  though. unsuccessful. 

Tuesday  19tb. 
I  had  intended  to  finish  my  letter  to-day,  but  have  been  hindered  by 
company,  even  till  dinner-time,  and  am  not  dressed,  and  am  engaged 
the  moment  I  have  dined.  Indeed,  I  have  nothing  new  to  add :  buti 
if  any  thing  happens  before  Friday,  I  will  desire  your  nephew  to  write; 
for  not  having  so  much  curiosity  as  the  town,  nor  any  wish  to  see 
any  particular  person  in  place,  I  shall  go  to  Strawberry  on  Friday  for 
two  days,  as  air  and  tranquillity  are  more  requisite  to  me  than  a  col- 
lision of  parties.    Adieu  i 
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Berkeley  Square,  March  21, 1762. 

I  TOLD  you  on  Tuesday  that  I  would  not  write  by  this  post,  and  was 
to  go  out  of  town  to-morrow.  You  will  excuse  my  breaking  a  pro- 
mise that  you  did  not  desire  me  to  keep,  especially  when  I  have  so 
big  a  revolution  to  tell  you.  Out  of  town  I  cannot  go,  for  it  has 
snowed  all  the  evening,  nor  am  I  so  perfectly  incurious  as  not  to  like 
to  hear  the  rumours  of  the  hour:  for  as  to  settlement,  I  believe  1 
might  be  absent  two  days  and  not  find  it  come  to  a  consistence— 
but  I  recollect  that  you  do  not  know  wlnit  has  happened,  and  niaj 
have  a  little  curiosity  too. 

Well !  yesterday,  as  a  repetition  of  the  late  motion,  somewhat  vari- 
ed, was  on  the  point  of  being  made  in  the  house  of  commons,  Liord 
North  rose,  and  declared  the  whole  Administration  was  dissolved.* 

*  On  the  20th,  in  anticipation  of  the  debate  on  the  renewal  of  the  motion  of  wtnl 
of  confidence  in  Ministers,  which  was  this  day  to  be  brought  forward  by  tbe  Etri 
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Yott  are  oot  to  imaghne  (hat  this  declaration  was  made  in  conse- 
•qoeoce  of  any  negotiatioot  treaty,  compromise,  or  management.  Oh, 
BO !  ail  treaty  had  been  broken  off;  and  that  puissant  Administra- 
tion, that  had  swept  away  every  thing  before  it^— at  home,  have  laid 
down  their  arms  without  being  beaten,  and  without  any  conditions. 
Such  a  surrender,  not  imagined  even  in  idea  at  Christmas,  is  very 
novel  Not  a  month  is  passed  since  General  Conway's  successful 
motion;  not  that  he  is  entitled  to  all  the  glory.  Lord  Corowallis's 
defeat  had  certainly  opened  many  eyes,  which  had  been  obstinately 
shut  to  all  our  other  defeats  and  losses ;  and  an  intriguing  faction  in 
the  Ministry,  who  did  not  foresee  the  discomfit  they  were  bringing 
CD  themselves,  had  disjointed  their  combined  powers,  and  given  en- 
couragement to  the  Opposition.  When  some  of  the  Ministers  had 
declared  the  recovery  of  America  impossible,  others,  who  had  been 
lolled  asleep  by  that  vision,  found  there  was  more  truth  in  that  revela- 
tion than  th^y  would  believe  from  opponents.*    These  steps  made, 

of  Surrey,  no  fewer  than  four  hundred  members  had  taken  their  seats  before  four 
o'clock.  Shortly  after,  Lord  North  entered,  and  rose  to  address  the  Chair ;  whicii 
created  great  confusion,  one  aide  calling  out  loudly  for  Lord  Surrey  to  address  ihe 
House,  the  other  for  Lord  North.  Having  at  length  obtained  a  hearing,  he  stated, 
that  be  had  come  down  to  announce  from  authority,  that  his  Majesty  had  come  to  a 
Ml  determination  lo  change  his  Miniaters,  and  that  the  Government  was  at  an  end. 
He  therefore  conceived  it  unnecessary  to  debote  a  question  which  had  for  its  object 
t  removal  already  produced.  After  returning  his  acknowledgments  to  the  House 
fbr  the  long  and  steady  support  extended  to  him,  he  added,  tliat  **  a  successor  of 
greater  abilities,  of  sounder  judgment,  and  better  qualified  for  the  situation,  was 
euy  to  be  found ;  but  that  one  more  zealous  for  the  glory  of  his  country,  more  loyal, 
to  his  Sovereign,  and  more  desirous  of  preserving  the  constitution  whole  and  entire 
coold  not  BO  easily  be  found.  Whenever  his. country  called  on  him  to  answer  for 
his  public  conduct,  he  should  be  ready  to  meet  any  enquiry  that  might  be  thou<rht 
oeceasa ry.**  He  then  moved,  that  the  House  should  adjourn  to  Monday  the  25th9 
io  order  to  allow  his  Majesty  time  to  form  a  new  Administration.  Lord  Surrey  re- 
luctantly acceded  to  the  motion,  accompanied  with  a  menace,  that,  if  any  portion  of 
the  Ministry  should  remain  in  office  on  that  day,  he  would  come  forward  with  a 
notion  still  more  personal.^ — Ed. 

•  The  following  is  the  character  of  Lord  North's  Administration  as  drawn,  at  this 
time, by  Sir  Samuel  Romilly:  ^  You  desire  me  to  send  you  characters  of  the  members 
of  the  present  Government.  Their  private  characters  f  am  quite  unacquainted  with ; 
>nd  it  is  not  easy  to  distinguish  their  characters  as  statesmen,  for  no  one  minister 
hu  appeared  to  be  the  author  of  any  particular  measure.  All  that  has  been  done 
has  had  the  approbation  of  the  whole  Administration ;  and  there  are  persons  who 
go  so  far  as  to  assert,  that  the  real  authors  of  all  the  proceedings  against  America 
are  still  behind  the  curtain.  Of  the  whole  Administration  taken  together,  the  princi- 
pal characteristics  are  want  of  system  and  irresolution ;  and  the  latter,  indeed,  is 
but  a  consequence  of  the  flirmer.  Having  little,  confused  views,  they  seem  never, 
from  the  first,  to  have  formed  any  comprehensive  plan ;  and  this  original  defect  has 
iacreased  with  ill-success.  Perplexed  and  confounded  with  the  mazes  and  dangers 
into  which  they  have  run,  like  children,  they  rather  turn  away  from  what  affrights 
them  than  endeavour  to  prevent  it.  They  ward  off  the  present  evil  that  presses  on 
tbem,  but  leave  the  morrow  to  provide  for  itself;  they  may  truly  be  said  in  diem 
nvere.  Their  plan  of  operations  (for  system  they  have  none)  changes  with 
every  new  occurrence:  with  every  various  accident,  every  various  passion 
takes  its  turn  to  rule  them:  regarding  only  the  immediate  object  before  them» 
ihey  magnify  its  importance ;  they  are  now  confident  of  success,  now  plunged  into 
VOL.  u. — 20 
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Mr.  Conway's  mptioD  easily  fouDd  its  way.    This  is  a  brief,  bat  1 
believe,  a  very  true  account -of  what  has  past. 

For  what  is  to  come,  I  am  far  from  being  able  to  give  you  a?  JQSI 
a  view.  At  four  o*clock  to-day  iiot  the  smallest  advance  had  been 
made  towards  a  new  establishment.  On  that  head  it  is  not  proper  U> 
say  more.  I  shall  have  eighteen  or  twenty  hours  before  this  goes 
away  to  tell  you,  if  any  thing  new  finds  its  way  to  the  public. 

in  your  last  you  thanked  me  for  the  advice  I  gave  your  nephew^ 
which  he  was  so  wise  as  to  follow,  and  which  proved  to  have  been  such 
good  advice.  It  wa&  not  solely  given  for  his  own  sake.  FcertaiDly 
had  you  in  my  eye  too.  But,  though  my  own  principles  are  very  deter- 
mined, no  party  views'have  ever,  or  will,  induce  me  to  give  insidious 
counsel  to  a  fhend  who  asks  my  opinion,  nor  have  I  once  allowed 
myself  to  seduce  a  son  (and  I  look  on  your  nephew  as  your  son)  to 
act  contrary  to  the  inclination  and  sentiments  of  his  parent;  I  should 
think  it  most  dishonourable.  When  your  nephew,  two  years  ago, 
brought  over  opinions  that  I"  thought  would  grieve  you,  I  told  hitn 
thaf,  though  they  were  conformable  to  my  own,  I  could  not  encourage 
him  in  them  ;  yet  on  neither  of  these  occasions  did  I  even  hint  to  you, 
when  it  might  look  like  making  court  to  the  late  Ministers,  nor  cer- 
tainly did  1  act  thus  d,  leur  interUion.^ 

Well  I  I  revert  to  my  old  wishes  and  prayers  for  peace  1  If  that 
arises  out  of  the  present  chaos,  benedicite  !  England's  tranquillity  and 
welfare  are  all  my  objects.     1  care  not  who  the  Ministers  shall  be, 

[)rovided  they  do  but  keep  those  points  in  view.  My  dislike  of  our 
ate  measures  was  founded  on  no  personal  interests ;  nor,  should  my 
nearest  friends  be  again  employed,  as  they  were  in  1766,  shall  i  be 
a  jot  more  a  gainer  than  I  was  then.  You  were  the  only  person  then 
for  whom  I  asked  a  single  favour — one  more  than  I  should  ask  now. 
The  colour  of  my  life  has  been  disinterested.  It  shall  not  be  contami- 
nated in  its  dregs. 

22iKi. 

Nothing — nothing  at  all  is  settled.     To-day's  report  is,  that  Lord 

despair.  The  idol  they  erected  yesterday  is  cast  down  to-day,  and  perhaps  will  be 
enshrined  a^ain  to-morrow.  In  prosperity  they  i^re  proud,  contemptuous,  and  over- 
bearing ;  in  adversity,  supple,  mean,  and  abject.  At  the  commencement  of  the  dis- 
putes with  America,  they  treated  the  refractory  colonists  as  a  despicable  gang  of 
ruffians;  but,  the  moment  a  league  was  formed  with  France,  they  prostrated  them- 
selves at  the  feet  of  those  rebels  they  had  spurned,  and  offered  them  much  more 
than  they  demanded.  This  panic  was  soon  dissipated  by  a  gleam  of  success ;  the 
Ministers  resumed  confidence,  and  one  of  them  was  imprudent  enough  to  hint,  even 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  that  *  unconditional  submiuion^  was  alone  to  be  listened 
to; 

'  Quidlibet  impotens 
Speraro,  fortun&que  dulci 
Ebriue.'  "    Life,  vol.  i.  p.  190.— Ed. 
*  In  the  course  of  the  several  debates  in  the  House  of  Commons  hi  this  and  the 
preceding  year,  the  object  of  which  was  the  removal  of  the  AdministrAlioo,  Sir 
Horace  Mann  the  younger  repeatedly  spoke  and  uniformly  voted  against  the  Minis- 
ter.—Ea 
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• 

Sbeibatne  was  yesterdayltwo  hours  with  the  King.*  If  Lord  Shel* 
■  burne  undertakes,  who  will  carry  very  little  strength  but  ample  un- 
popalarity^  I  shall  think  him  bofder  than  wise,  and  will  venture  f^r 
once  to  foretell,  that  he  will  only  share  in  the  defeat  of  his  enemies, 
instead  of  partaking  the  victory  of  his  allies.  Thus  I  must  leave  yeu 
io  incertitude;  but  it  is  no  more  than  we  are — if  that  is  any  compen- 
sation.   Adieu! 


LETTER  CCCLXXni. 

Berkeley  Square,  March  26, 1782. 
It  is  natural  for  people  to  conclude,  that,  when  a  whole  Administra- 
tion is  dissolved,  another  should  be  appointed  in  its  room.  You  and  1, 
who  have  lived  longer  than  the  greater  part,  have  seen  tihies  when 
ftat  has  not  been  the  case  for  weeks  ;  but  this  interministerium  has  been 
much  shorter.  On  Wednesday  the  sentence  passed  on  the  late  Minis- 
ters. On  Thursday  evening  Lord  Shelbuirne  was  sent  for  to  the  Queen's 
house.  What  passed  has  been  kept  secret;  except  that  he  acquainted 
Lord  Rockingham  by  message  that  he  had  not  violated  their  union. 
Friday  and  Saturday  passed  without  the  public  learning  any  news  of 
an  arrangement.  On  Sunday  morning  Lord  Shelburne  notified  to 
Lord  Rockingham,  that  all  his  Lordship's  constitutional  demands  were 
panted,  with  carte  hlancht  for  the  removal  and  substitution  of  persons, 
and  that  all  that  was  required  was  the  introduction  of  Lords  Gower  and 
Weymouth  into  the  Cabinet  The  Marquis  was  not  pleased  at  Lord 
Shelbume's  having  the  honour  of  being  the  negotiator,  instead  of  trans* 
acting  his  own  business  himself;  nor  could  digest  a  Cabinet  in  which, 
if  Lord  Shelburne  should  take  a  devious  path,  and  in  which  he  would 
command  a  voice  or  two  more,  the  majority  would  not  depend  on  the 
Prime  Minister.  The  Marquis's  friends  saw  that  he  was  falling  into 
a  snare  that  might  have  been  laid  to  divide  th&  party ;  and  prevailed, 
though  with  great  difficulty,  to  waive  the  jealousy  of  the  negotiator, 
bat  to  resist  the  eccentric  recommendation  of  the  two  other  Lords.  On 
that  plan  Rockingham,  at  six  on  Sunday  evening,  accepted  the  gracious 
offers,  provided  such  a  Cabinet  (as  he  stated  in  a  given  List)  should 

*  The  day  after  Lord  North  announced  hte  resignation  in  the  Hoase  of  Commons, 
the  Kingf  sent  for  the  Earl  of  Shelburne,  and  offered  to  appoint  him  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  ;  but  the  Earl  informed  his  Majesty,  that  in  his  judgment  no  one  could 
It  present  fill  that  situation  except  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham.  On  the  death  of 
the  Manpjis,  in  July,  the  Bkrl  of  Shelburne  alluded  to  this  circumstance  in  the  House 
of  Lords,  Of  the  above  two  statesmen,  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Burke  acknowledged  the 
Mtrqais  for  their  leader;  while  Mr.  Dunning  and  Colonel  Barro  looked  up  to  the 
Earl  for  protection.  Of  these  four  distinguished  persons,  Mr.  Pox  only  could  be  re- 
garded as  a  free  agent ;  for  Mr.  Burke,  hiving  lost  his  seat  for  Bristol  at  the  gene- 
ral election,  ow^  to  Lord  Rockingham  his  return  for  Malton ;  while  Calne,  the 
property  of  the  Earl  of  Shelburne,  sent  to  Parliament  Mr.  Duoning  and  the  Colooel. 
—Ed. 
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• 

be  accorded.  Thn  answer  was  transmitted  to  Lord  SheUnt^ne,  aiidbjr 
biui  conveyed  accordingly.  The  time  pressed  :  the  House  of  ComakoDi 
was  to  meet  on  Monday,  and  were  not  in  a  mood  .to  be  daUted  wi&. 
Prudence  prevailed,  and  prevented— no  matter  now  ^at;  all  was 
li^nted  aivd  ceded  that  Lord  Rockingham  asked.  He  accepted ;  and 
Mr.  Dunning,  Lord  Sbelbume's  friend,  moved  by  authority^  that  the 
House  should  adjourn  till  Wednesday,  declaring  that  an  arraogemeit 
was  ready  to  be  made.* 

Here  is  the  list  of  the  Cabinet— Lord  Tburlow  to  remain  Ghancd- 
lor ;  Lord  Camden,  President ;  Lord  Rockingham,  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury;  General  Coowaj,  Commander-in-chief;  Admiral  Keppel, 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty ;  Lord  Shelbume  and  Charles  Fox,  Secro- 
taries  of  State ;  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  Privy  Seal :  with  the  Duke  of 
Richmond,  Master  of  the  Ordnance ;  and  Lord  John  Cavendish,  Chatt- 
ceilor  of  the  Exchequer ;  to  have  seats  in  the  Cabinet.  This  is  all  I 
kno^,  and  all  I  shall  seek  to  know.  I  am  totally  indifferent  about  the 
arrangement  of  places,  and  hate  details  so  much,  that  I  am  going  oat 
of  town  to  avoid  discussions  and  reports. 

Well  I  this  revolution  is  so  surprising,  and  by  me  so  unexpected,  that 
I  can  only  say,  with  a  change  in  a  Scripture  phrase,  ^^This  is  not  the 
Lord* 8  doing  but  the  Commons^  and  it  is  marvellous  in  our  eyes  !"  If 
it  produces  tne  two  points  I  have  at  heart,  the  recovery  of  the  Consti- 
tution (which  it  appears  by  this  spirit  in  the  House  of  Commons  was 
not  quite  gone)  ana  peatre^  I  shall  be  content,  and  will  never  think  on 
politics  more.  What  has  a  man  to  do  with  them  who  never  felt  a  litil- 
iation  of  ambition  ?  The  spirit  of  liberty  alone  has  made  me  at  aoj 
time  attend  to  them ;  for  life  without  freedom  has  but  a  narrower  or  a 
wider  prison.     Honours  make  one  a  slave  to  etiquette,  and  power  to 

*  Although  the  King  could  not  prevail  upon  Lord  Shelburne  to  accept  hisoffeTi 
*•  he  arranged,"  says  Nicbolls,  in  his  Recollections  of  the  Reign  of  George  the 
Third,  **  the  Administration  with  him,  and  then  sent  him  to  the  Bftarquis  of  Rock- 
ingham, to  inform  him  of  the  names  of  the  gentlemen  who  were  to^fbrm  the  Cabi- 
net, and  of  the  different  offices  they  were  to  fill.  No  man,**  he  continues,  **  was  aft 
that  time  more  confidential  with  the  Marquis  than  Admiral  Keppel^.  who  told  ow 
that  Lord  Rockingham  himself  was  very  averse  to  accept  the  office  oflTered  him; 
that  the  noble  Lord  thought  the  King  had  manifested  such  personal  dislike  to  hinii 
by  refusing  him  an  audience,  and  arranging  the  Administration  with  Lord  Shel- 
burne, that  in  his  own  opinion,  he  was  not  a  fit  person  to  be  in  the  King's  service." 
Nor  would  this  reluctance,  it  is  said,  have  been  overcome,  but  for  the  earnest  sali« 
citations  of  Fox,  Burke,  and  the  Duke  of  Richmond.  On  Friday  the  22i)d,'  the 
Marquis  had  an  audience  of  the  King,  at  which  his  Majesty  consented  to  the  condi- 
tions proposed,  "only  attempting  to  stipulate,*'  says  Wraxall,  **that  two  of  his  ac- 
tual Ministers,  the  Chancellor  and  Lord  Stormont,  should  be  included  in  the  new 
Administration.  He  could  not  obtain  such  terms,  and  it  was  only  af\er  considerable 
difficulty  that  Lord  Thorlow  was  sufl^ered  to  retain  his  situation.  When  the  House 
of  Commons  met  again  on  Monday  the  25th,  Mr.  Dunning,  an  adherent  of  the  Earl 
of  Shelburne,  was  elected  and  authorized  to  communicate  the  state  of  afiSiirs  at  Sl 
James's.  Dunning,  who  forty-eight  hours  afterwards  kissed  his  Majesty's  baodi 
on  being  created  a  peer,  informed  the  members  that  arrangements  for  the  formation 
of  a  new  Administration  were  in  great  forwardness,  and  moved  another  short  ad- 
journment till  Wednesday." — ^En. 
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floKcitatioQ.  A  private  iriflDy  who  hs  uncontrolled,  is  emperor  of  himaelf. 
I  am  going  to  my  eountry  palace ;  which  is  the  best  enjoyment  that  the 
([reatest  monarch  knows. 

Hayinii^  despatched  a  revolution,  I  must  now  trouble  you  on  a  private 
melancholy  affair :  General  Conway  has  heard  from  Mrs.  Darner,  that 
her  aunt  Lady  William  Campbell*  is  much  oat  of  order.  I  immediately 
adTised  Mr.  Conway  to  write,  and  recommend 'to  Mrs.  Damer  to  carry 
hep  aunt  directly  to  Florence,  where  yoa  could  be  of  the  greatest  com- 
fort and  assistance  to  them,  and  could  best  contrive  means  of  sending 
Lady  William  home  by  sea  from  Leghorn,  in  as  safe  amajiner  as  may 
be  at  thi^  moment.  He  has  done  so,'  and  begs  you  will  be  so  good  as 
to  give  Mrs.  Damer  your  advice  in  this  and  any  other  point ;  especially 
of  a  physician,  if  there  is  any  Dr.  Cocchi  at  Florence.  He  desires, 
too^  that  you  will  supply  her  with  what  money  she  wante,  and  draw 
apon  him  directly. 

St.  Kit'st  has  followed  Minorca!  It  is  sad  :  yet  let  us  save  the 
Constitution,  and  I  shall  not  die  broken-hearted.  If  England  is  free, 
and  America  free,  though  disunited,  the  whole  earth  will  not  be  in 
nusalage. 


LETTER  CeCLXXIV. 

Berkeley  Square,  April  7, 1782. 
As  you  have  received  my  letters  on  the.  total  revolution  in  the  Mi* 
°i^^»  you  will  not  be  surprised  that  we  have  been  occupied  by  that 
6?ent,  and  have  not  run,  as  vou  expected,  into  great  heats  on  the  loss 
of  Minorca.  It  has,  indeed,  made  no  more  impression  than  if  the 
King  had  lost  his  pocket-handkerchief.  We  are  like  the  fishwoman, 
who,  bing  reproacned  with  the  cruelty  of  skinning  eels  alive,  replied, 
"Ah,  poor  things,  they  be  used  tq  it !''  She  mistook  her  own  habi- 
tude for  theirs.  We  are  at  once  so  dissipated  and  so  accustomed  to 
misfortunes,  that,  though  flayed  to  the  bone,  we  forget  the  amputation 
of  a  finger  in  a  moment.     Were  the  oew  arrangement  completed,  I 

*  Wife  of  Lord  William  Carapbell,  yoon^st  brother  of  the  Duke  of  Argyll  and 
L»dy  Ailsbury.  Lady  VVilliam  was  an  American,  born  in  the  province  of  Carolina  ; 
of  which  Lord  William  had  been  Governor. 

t  The  old  and  valuable  English  island  of  St.  Chriatopher^s  was  doomed  to  be  the 
next  victim  to  the  calamity  of  the  times.  In  January,  the  Marquis  de  Bonille 
landed  eight  thousand  men  on  the  island,  and  was  supported  by  the  Count  de  Grasse 
with  thirty-two  ships  of  the  line.  As  the  garrison  under  General  Prazer  did  not 
exceed  six  hundred  effective  men,  resistance  would  have  been  altogether  incffec- 
lyal.  Do  Bouille  accelerated  the  surrender,  by  threateninsf  to  burn  the  planta- 
Uont,  and  renew  the  devastations  which  he  had  committed  at  Tobago.  The  militia  in 
^  garrison  were  too  much  interested  in  this  menace  not  to  press  their  commander 
to  eapStulate ;  and  the  French  general  acceded  to  every  requisition  they  made, 
renrdiog  either  public  or  private  property,  the  garrison,  or  the  inhabitants  at  large. 

20* 
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believe  it  would  cause  no  more  sensation  than  the  capture  of  an  islaad. 
As  yet,  every  body  is  asking*,  '^  Who  is  to  have  thi^  place,  aod  wbo 
that  ?  who  are  the  new  peers  ?"  For  Minorca,  we  are  satisfied  with 
the  encomiums  showei^ed  on  General  Murray*  by  the  Due  de  Crilloo; 
we  know  poor  Draper  was  madf — and  we  have  no  further  curiosity. 

The  country  and  city  seem  to  be  pleased  with  the  change ;  yet  mo^ 
derately  too.  The  disg^raced  are  extremely  a^gry,  and  I  dare  to  saj 
will  show  their  resentment  in  due  time ;  but,  as.  only  some  of  the 
greater  and  a  very,  few  of  the  lesser  posts  are  yet. disposed  of,  they 
who  hope  to  escape  in  the  general  massacre  take  care  to  hold  their 
tongues ;  and  all  will  probably  lie  still,  till  they  see  whether  the  new 
Ministers  are  lenient  or  severe.  The  recess  of  Parliament,,  too,  for 
the  holidays,  reflections  and  usual  jaunts  into  the  country,  and  the 
never-to-be-violated  festival  of  Newmarket,  have  dispersed  many. 
The  House  of  Commons  meets  to-morrow,  and  then  things  will  beps 
to  have  a  complexion.  If  liie  new  Administration  can  make  a  tolera- 
ble peace,  and  carry  any  popular  bills,  they  may  maintain  themselres 
for  a  time ;  yet  I  da  not  look  on  the  pre^nt  system  as  very  stable. 
Bad  as  the  last  it^ould  be  difficult  to  be  ;  and  as  ruinous  it  cannot  be, 
for  we  have  not  half  so  much  to  lose  as  we  have  lost. 

I  do  not  send  you' lists  of  changes,  for  all  are  not  yet  made,  and, 
while  the  undetermined  are  ia  suspense,  it  would  be  only  giving  yoa 
guesses  tibat  would  want  corrections,  or  unfounded  reports.^    The 

*  Previous  to  the  sarrender,  the  efTectire  garrison  was  redueed  to  six  hundred. 
The  surgeons  remonstrated  to  the  Governor,  that  a  further  delay  of  capitulation 
would  only  occasion  an  unavailing  sacrifice  of  a  few  devotpd  victims*  whom  an  en- 
larged scene  of  respiration  and  wholesonne  nutriment  alone  eould  rescue  from  the 
jaws  of  death.  The  Due  de  Crillon  readily  gmnted  honourable  terms,  and  testified 
bis  regret  at  the  sight  of  this  brave  band  of  invalids,  marching  through- their  dii' 
proportioned  ranks  lo  pile  their  arms.-^Eo*. 

t  In  consenuence  of  the  surrender  of  Minorca,  Sir  William  Draper^  who,  io  1779. 
had  been  appointed  Lieutenant-Governor,  of  the  island,  exhibited  twenty-nine 
charges  against  €^eral  Murray,  his  superior  in  command  ;  for  doing  which,  al- 
though the  General  received  a  reprimand  on  account  of  twaof  them,  hid  Accuser, 
it  will  be  seen,  was  ordered  to  make  an  apology,  ki  1783,  Sir  William  published 
some  observations  on  the  GeneraFs  defence,  and  retired  to  Bath  :  where  he  died  ia 
1787.— Ea. 

t  Besides  the  changes  above  mentioned,  the  Earl  of  Cikrlisle  was  replaced,  as 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  by  the  Duke  of  Portland;  Mx.  Rigby'a  poet  of  niymas- 
ter  of  the  Forces  was  given  lo  Mr.  Burke.  His  brother  Richard  was  made  one  of 
the  two  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury  ;  Colonel  Barre,  Treasurer  of  the  Navy ;  Mr.^ 
Thomas  Townshend^  Secretary  at  War ;  Mr.  Kenyon,  Attorney-General :  Mr.  Jobo 
Lee,  Solicitor-General ;  Mr^  Sheridan  and  Mr.  Thomas  Orde,.Under-Secretarieeof 
State ;  and  General  Burgoyne,.  Commander-in-chief  in  Ireland..  **  fn  forming  their 
arrangements,"  says  Dr.  Tomline,.  **  the  new  Ministers  offered  Air.  Pitt  several 
situations,  and  among  others  a  Vice-Treasurer-ship  of  Ireland,  an  oiBpe  of  considert-^ 
ble  rank  and  emolument,  which,  it  was  thought,  would  be  more  acceptable  to  him, 
as  it  had  been  formerly  held  by  his  faXher ;  but  he  resolutely  declined  this  and  every 
other  offer,  preferring  his  profession  of  the  law  to  any  official  connexion  with  ao 
Administration  of  which  ho  did  not  form  a  part:  he  hod  indeed  determined,  as  be 
soon  afterwards  declared,  never  to  accept  any  subordinate  o^ce,  meanioi^  an  office 
which  did  not  entitle  him  to  a  seat  in  the  Cabinets    Thig.de tenninatioo  did  not  pnn 
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.  lemiijie  alterations  you  will  find  in  the  Crasette.  A  lon^  catalogae  of 
new  peers  was  expected.  Only  three  have  yet  kissed  .hands;  Sir 
Fletcner  Norton,  Dunning,  and  Admiral  Keppe|.* 

I  must  now  answer  yours  of  March  the  lOtn.  In  my  last,  I  begeed 
jou  to  assist  Mrs.  Damer  in  her  distress  on  her  aunt's  disorder.  You 
wauld  want  no  spur  to  good  offices  there.  Lord  Orford,  I  hear,  is  to 
be  remoyed  from  the  Rangership  of  the  two  Parks.  It  was  intended 
by  the  new  Ministers  to  leave  him  in  the  King's  Bed-chamber ;  which 
twt of  respect  they  did  not  mean  to  touchy  Whether  his  dismission, 
from  die  former  post  had  been  notified  to  himi  or  not,  I  cannot  tell.  I ' 
should  think  it  bad  ;  for  he  has  sent  his  resignation  of  the  Bed-cham- 
ber also,  though  saying  it  is  on  account  of  his  lameness..  He  has 
kmg  had  a  very  swelled  leg,,  which  I  suppose  balances  or  drains  his 
head,  and  prevents  it  from  quite  oversetting  again,  indeed,,  as  he  has 
been  so  warm  an  advocate  for  the  late  abominable  system,  I  must  a 
little  wonder,  if  he  is  angry,  that  he  has  palliated  the  cause  of  his 
resignation — but  who  can  argue  on  a  lunatic  ? 

It  looks  very  much  as  if  we  should  be  reconciled  with  Holland; 
and,  as  Russia  espouses  that  temper,  1  should  hope  pacification  would 
spread  farther.  How  blessed  would  that  moment  be  !  But  we  have 
SDother  grievous  thorn  in  our  very  side !  Ireland  is  little  less  es- 
tranged than  America ;  and  a  most  wicked  coxcomb,  one  Eden,  Secre- 
tary to  the  late  Lord  Lieutenant,!  hasdared  to  do  his  utmost  to  heighten 
the  rupture.  A^  he  had  not  sense  or  judgment  enough  to  cloak  his 
folly,  it  has  fallen  on  his  own  head  with  general  indignation;  but,  as 
Irish  heads  are  not  better  poised^  we  fear  consequences.  You  will 
see  the  detail  in  the  papers,  too  long  for  a  letter.^:    The  late  Adminis- 

ceed  fcoin  any  overweening  self-opinion  or  reprehensible  ambition,  but  froin  an  un- 
willingneas  lo  be  considered  as  pledged  to  roeaaofes  in  framing  which  be  bad  no 
coDcern."    Life,  vol.  j.  p.  66.— Ed. 

*  Admiral  Keppel  was  created  a  Viscount,  and  appointed  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty. On  the  subject  of  his  peerage,  he  thus  wrote,  on  the  2nd  of  April,  to  Lord 
Hockin^bam  :  ''  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  I  ought  ta  be  well  satisfied  with  the 
King's  behaviour  throughout  this  business..  I  need  not  doubt  your  finishing  it  in 
the  properest  manner,  without  any  stipulation  as  to  the  degree  of  peerage  or  p/ece* 
dency  of  the  two  gentlemen  of  the  Jaw,  in  ease  I  am  called  to  the  House  as  a  Baron. 
Thpy  have  kissed  hands  beforehand  the  eontention  migtit  breed  unpleasant  disputes, 
which  are  not  necessary  in  our  present  situation.''    Life,  vol.  ii.  p..  377. — Ed. 

f  The  following  is  the  character  of  Mr.  Eden,  afterwards  Lord  Auckland,  as 
drawn  by  Hardy,  in  his  memoirs  oi  the  Earl  of  €harleraont :  "  Perfectly  skilled  in 
Parliamentary  laoj^uage  and  management,  of  quick  as  well  as  versatile  parts,  con- 
nmmate  talents  for  business  and  correspondent  indiistEy,  he  was  well  calculated, 
not  only  to  guide  the  nation  in  its  newly-opened  path  of  commerce,  but  to  form 
racli.  establishments  as  would  advance  its  progress  therein,  and  enable  them  to 
improve  what  they  had  acquired.  But  for  such  acquisitions  a  more  pacific  season 
was  requisite."    Vol.  i.  p.  396.— Ed. 

\  The  following  is  Sir  Samuel  Rom  illy 's  account  of  the  proceeding  here  refer- 
lad  to :  '*  The  Ministers  seem  likely,  at  the  very  commencement  of  their  adminia- 
tntion,  to^  have  great  difficulties  to  encounter  in  the  affairs  of  Ireland.  You  know 
the  Irish  have  long  talked  of  throwing  off  the  supremacy  of  Gxeat  Britain.  A 
iBotioni  foE  that  purpose  baa  been  made  M9  sessioa  in  the  Irish  Parliament^  but  lost 
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tration  bad  neglected  and  inflamed  that  business,  as  they  have  acted 
in  almost  every  other.  Such  grievous  waste  and  negligence  appear 
from,  every  office,  that  H  is  very  doubtful  whether  they  will  fall' so 
lightiy  as  they  expected.*  Though  they  will  be  very  ready  to  ac- 
■cuse,  it  may  chance  that  they  wilt  be  accused  first.  They  have  pro- 
voked  and  invited  four  wars,  neglected  all,  succeeded  in  none,  re> 
jeered  Gwery  overture  of  peace,  while  tampering  for  peace,  and  by 
profusion  and  carelessness  thrown  away  the  means  of  making  war 
any  longer.  As  ministers,  generals,  treasurers,  negotiators,  they 
have  proved  themselves  as  incapable  as  any  set  of  men  who  ever 
overturned  a  great  country  ;  and  in  the  rapidity  of  their  achievements 
they  have  exceeded  all.  Strange  it  was  that  they  did  not  fall 
sooner  I  And  yet  their  fall  was  instantaneous  and  unforeseen  I  My 
sentiments  about  them  have  been  uniform.  I  restrain  ratherAhan  ex- 
aggerate  them.  Every  country  in  which  we  are  concerned  testifies 
to  the  truth  of  what  I  say.  I  reap  no  advantage  from  their  fall,  Dor 
shall;  fully  content  if  peace  is  restored,  and  as  much  as  can  be  of 
our  Constitution,  credit,  and  felicity.     Adieu ! 


LETTER  CCCLXXV. 

May  5th,  1782. 
I  HAVE  given  the  new  Administration  tim6  to  breathe;  that  is,  I  did 

by  a  very  great  majority ;  since  which,  the  different  associations  in  Ireland  have 
come  to  resolutions  to  assert  their  independence.  This  has  been  followed  by  to- 
malts  at  Dublin.  Lord  Carlisle,  the  f^rd  Lieutenant,  has  not  dared  to  stir  out  of 
his  Castle;  and  Eden,  his  Secretary,  was  near  receiving  personal  violence  from 
the  populace  as  he  was  setting  off  for  England.  The  object  of  his  journey  was  to 
bring  Lord  Carlisle's  resignation  of  his  vice-royalty,  and  to  represent  to  the  Ministers 
the  state  of  affairs  in  Ireland  ;  but  on  hid  arrival,  he  found  the  Ministry  changfd, 
and  Lord  Carlisle  deprived  of  the  lord-lieutenancy  of  the  East  Riding  of  Yorkshire, 
and  also  of  the  vice-royalty  of  Ireland-;  which  was  now  conferred  on  the  Duke  of 
Portland.  Piqued  at  this  affront,  as  he  considered  it,  to  Lord  Carlisle,  he  refused 
to  give  the  Secretaries  of  State  any  information ;  but  told  them  he  should,  on  the 
first  day  of  the  Commons  meeting,  make  a  motion  relative  to  the  affairs  of  Ireland. 
Accordingly,  last  Monday,  he  moved  to  repeal  a  chiuse  in  an  act  of  George  I.  which 
declares  the  supremacy  of  the  British  over  the  Irish  Legislature.  The  Ministers, 
particularly  Fox,  complained  loudly  of  the  very  uncandid  manner  in  which  Eden 
had  behaved.  They  said,  that,  for  themselves,  having  no  information  of  the  state 
of  affairs  in  Ireland,  or  of  that  people's  demands,  they  coald  not  judge  how  far  the 
measure  proposed  was  proper;  but  that  it  seemed,  like  all  the  measures  of  the 
Jate  Ministers,  designed  to  palliate,  not  eradicate,  the  evil :  that  the  present  Mi- 
nisters intended  to  make  such  a  settlement  of  the  afiairs  of  Ireland  as  would  be 
agreeable  to  both  countries,  and  remove  all  fears  and  jealousies  for  the  future. 
aien  was  desired  by  a  number  of  Members  to  withdraw  his  motion,  but  for  a  long 
time  he  refused.  General  Conway  talked  of  moving  a  vote  of  censure  on  him :  at 
last  he  complied  with  the  wishes  of  the  House."    Life,  vol.  i.  p.  218. — Ed. 

*  In  the  coarse  of  his  speech  in  the  House  of  Commons,  on  the  first  day  of  its 
meeting  after  the  adjournment,  Mr.  Pox  said,  ''that,  since  he  and  his  col  leagues 
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Bot  aend'yOQ'  details  of  removals*'  and  prefermeols,  that  were  the 
mere  business  of  taking  possession,  and  which  affect  individuals,  not 
Ibe  public,,  and  consequently  not  you.  Since  their  first  entry,  the 
most  notifiable  event,  of  that  sort  too,  was  the  disposition  of  the  Qar*- 
ters^  given  to  one  of  the  Princes,  to  the  Dukes  of  Richmond  and 
Devonshire,  and  to  Lord  Sbelburne ;  the  last  a  little  unprecedented, 
as  he  is  but  a  recent  Irish  JBarl,  and  a  mo^-e  recent  English  Baron. 
The  King  had  unaccountably  reserved  four — certainly,  not  on  pur- 
pose  for  the  three  persons  last  named  I  Lord  Ashburaham,  to  whom 
ooe  had  been  promised^and  who  was  still  more  unaccountably  aaved, 
as  Groom  of  the  Stole,  by  his  Majesty,  with  the  Duke  of  Montagu, 
wiieo.the  new  Regents  left  him  the  choice  of  two  for  mercy,  has 
resigned  in  dudgeon,  and  not  very  gratefully;  as  two  garters  bad 
certainly  not  been  left  tp  the  King's  nomination.  The  kite  success 
of  Admiral  Barringtonf  against  the  equipment,  from  Brest  is  more 
substantial  gilding,  and  illustrates  the  dawn  of  the  new  system.  I 
wish  I  saw  any  symptoms  of  peace. 

had  come  into  office,  they  bad  fofond  many  more  iostances  of  the  shamefbl  Delect  and 
Biismanageineot  of  the  late  Ministers  even  than  they  bad  aospected ;  such  instances 
of  misnaoagement,  as  would  reqder  public  inquiries  on  the  subject  necessary.^' — 
Ed. 

*  In  consequence  of  the  political  revolution  which  had  taken  place,  the  Drawing- 
room  at  St.  James's  underwent  a  considerable  alteration  in  its  appearance.  The 
Eirl  of  Hertford^  who  bad  held  the  white  wand  of  Chamberlain  for  more  than 
fifteen  years,  and  whose  presence  in  the  circle  seemed  almost  essential  to  its  ex- 
ifltence,  was  succeeded  by  the  duke  of  Manchester;  and  Lord  EflBngham  became 
Treaaurer  of  the  Household,  in  the  place  of  Lord  Salisbury  ;  but  no  removal  was 
Biore  regretted  by  the  King  than  that  of  Lord  Bateman,  who  had  held,  during 
many  years,  the  post  of  Master  of  the  Buck- hounds.  On  the  subject  of  these  re- 
Biovals,  Hannah  More  wrote  thus:  **  It  has  affected  me  very  much  to  hear  of  our 
KiDg*8  being  constrained  to  part  with  all  his  confidential  friends,  and  his  own  per- 
amal  servants,  in  the  late  general  sweep.  Out  of  a  hundred  stories,  I  will  only 
tell  you  one  which  concerns  your  old  acquaintance  Lord  Bateman :  he  went  to  the 
Kiog,  as  usual,  over-night,  to  ask  if  his  Majesty  would  please  to  hnnt  the  next  day ; 
'  Yea,  my  Lord,'  replied  the  King,  *  but  I  find,  with  great  grief,  that  i  am  not  to 
iiave  the  satisfaction  of  your  company.*  This  was  the  first  intimation  be  had  of  the 
loes  of  bis  place."    Life,  vol.  i.  p.  251.— En. 

t  Lord  Keppel's  appointment,  as  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  infused  a  new 
■pirit  into  the  navy  ;  and  several  distinguished  officers,  who  had  been  excluded 
from  employment,  were  immediately  restored  to  the  service*  On  the  ISth  of 
April,  Admiral  the  Honourable  Samuel  Barrington  hoisted  his  flag  on  board  the 
Sritannia,  a  first-rate,  in  which  he  was  despatched  with  a  squadron  to  intercept  a 
Preocb  fleet  bound  to  the  East  Indies.  Of  these,  the  ships  under  his  command 
iDcceeded  in  capturing  eleven  out  of  eighteen  transports,  and  the  P6gase  and 
rActionnaire«  men-of-war  of  seventy-four  guns  and  seven  hundred  men.  The 
P^gaae  was  engaged  and  captured  by  the  gallant  Captain  Jervis,  afterwards  Earl  St. 
Vincent ;  who  was  separated  from  his  companions  by  a  fog.  He  came  np  with  her  at 
one  o'clock  at  night,  and,  afler  a  close  engagement  of  three  quarters  of  an  hour, 
compelled  her  to  strike.  In'  his  report  to  the  Admiralty  of  this  action,  Admiral 
Barrington  said,  **  My  pen  is  not  equal  to  the  praise  due  to  the  good  conduct, 
^very,  and  discipline  of  Captain  Jervis,  his  officers  and  seamen,  on  this  occasion. 
Ift  his  own  modest  narrative  speak  for  itself."  The  Admiral  also,  in  relating  to  a 
ftieod  the  result  of  the  squadron's  cruize,  thus  wrote :  '*  But  the  P^gase  is  every 
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Reformation*  is  begun,  and  is  decorated  with  the  King's  name, 
who  has  given  up  many  employments  in  the  Court  and  its  purlieus. 
Othec  popular  bills,  that  aim  at  ransoming  the  House  of  Commons 
from  its  late  servility  to  the  Crown,  do  not  pass  so  gliMy.  The 
Chancellor  resists  them  tooth  and  nail  in  the  other  House,t  and  it  is 
supposed,  ^will  not  want  support  from  his  former  associates  in  do^ 
time,  nor  perhaps  from  some  of  his  new.  These  hints  will  prevent 
yoQr  surprise,  should  the  new  machine  receive  any  jolt.  There  is 
another  public  business  on  the  carpet,  not  connected  with  politics, 
that  is  no  small  one.  Sir  Thomas  Rumbold,  a  Nabot^  swelled  from 
nothing  to  a  million,  is  likely  to  be  obliged  to  disgorge. 

A  much  more  important,  Ireland,  is  yet  unsettled.  It  must  beset- 
iJed,  and  to  their  own  liking.  These  outlines  will  help  you  to  a  clu^ 
through  the  newspapers — I  pretend  to  no  more.  | 

One-of  the  Duchess  of  Gloucester's  daughters  is  married ;  the  cere- 
mony took  place  this  morning.  lam  just  come  from  Lfady  Laura's 
wedding  with  her  cousin.  Lord  Ohewton,J  at  Gloucester  House. 
The  Duke  faimseHT  gave  her  away.  I  am  returning  thither  for  the 
Court  at  night,  when  the  Duchess  receives  compliments :  butthema^ 
ried  pair  are  gone  oi^t  of  town,  though  it  is  the  depth  of  winter. 
Never  was  there  such  a  spring !  After  deluges  of  rain,  we  have  had 
an  eiast  wind  that  has  half-starved  London;  as  a  fleet  of  colliers  cae- 

thing,  and  does  the  higbeat  honour  to  Jervia.  What  a  noble  ereature !  were  «e 
all  like  him,  what  might  not  be  our  expectations!  Is  it  not  surprising  that  ha 
should  take  a  ship  of  equal  force,  without  losing  a  man  ?  Het  poor  fellow*  has  8<Bt 
an  honourable  mark  above  his  ejre,  which  I  conceive  will  be  of  no  bad  consequence, 
rather  the  reverse ;  for  as  a  man  of  middle  age,  it  may  make  his  fortune.  The 
fair  honour  the  brave,  and  we  suppose,  delight  in  kissing  the  bonoarable  mark." 
Sec  the  interesting  and  very  valuable  Memoirs  of  Earl  St.  Vincent,  by  Jf*  S* 
Tucker,  Esq.,   vol.  i.  p.  74.— Ed. 

*  The  great  plan  of  reform  and  economy  in  the  Civil  List  expenditure  was  again 
brought  forward  by  Mr.  Burke,  now  become  Paymaster  of  the  Forces,  and  intro- 
duced to  the  House  of  Commons,  on  the  15th  of  April,  by  a  message  from  the  Kingi 
recommending  **  the  consideration  of  an  effectual  plan  of  economy  through  all  the 
branches  of  the  public  expenditure,  and  stating  that  he  had  taken  into  bis  actual  con- 
sideration a-relt)rm  and  regulation  in  his  Civil  expenditure,  which  he  would  shortly 
cause  to  be  laid  before  the  House.**  The  address  thereon  was  moved  by  Mr.  Burke ; 
who,  in  the  beginning  of  May,  brought  in  his  celebrated  Bill  to  carry  into  a  lawtbe 
retrenchments  which  his  Majesty  proposed  to  make  in  the  Royal  Household.—£n* 

f  Two  bills,  one  to  prevent  Contractors  from  sitting  in  Parliament,  and  the  otbea 
for  excluding  Officers  of  the  Excise  and  Customs  from  voting  at  Elections,  were 
speedily  carried  through  the  House  of  Commons;  but  in  their  passage  through  the 
Lords,  they  experienced  opposition  from  the  Chancellor,  as  well  as  from  Lords  Mans- 
field and  Loughborough.  '*  Thurlow,"  says  VVraxall,  **  while  holding  in  his  baiid 
the  Great  Seal,  and  in  his  own  person  a  member  of  the  Cabinet,  expre^d,  with 
that  gloomy  indignation  which  characterized  his  stylo  of  speaking,  the  disappro- 
bation that  he  felt  at  such  inroads  on  the  Majesty  of  the  Crown  as  well  as  on  the 
^anchises  of  the  subject.  Una  wed  by  the  appearance  of  Fox  and  Burke,  who,  to 
show  the  interest  they  took  in  their  success,  usually  appeared  on  the  steps  of  the 
Throne  while  the  bills  were  debating,  the  Chancellor  animadverted  upon  them 
with  the  utmost  severity,  and  divided  in  the  minority." — Ed. 

X  George  Waldegrave,  eldest  son  of  John,  third  Earl  of  Waldegrave;  whom 
he  succeeded  in  the  title  in  1784. 
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not  get  10.  Coals  were  sold  yesterday  at  seten  guineas  a  chaldron ; 
nor  is  there  aD  entire  leaf  yet  on  any  tree.  Yet  I  can  prove  it  is 
past  the  first  of  May  by  a  bofi'mot  of  George  Selwyn  that  is  much  in 
fashioo.  He  called  on  me  that  morning  (the  day  the  milk-maids  and 
ciiimoey-sweepers  dance  about  with  garlands :)  *'  We  have  heard 
to  much  lately,"  said  he,  "  of  the  Majesty  of  the  People^  that,  meeting 
tbe  chimney-sweepers  with  their  crowns  of  gilt  paper,  I  suppose  they 
are  taken  for  the  Princ^SM  pj  the  People^  and  that  this  day  is  a  Collar- 
day."*  .    , 

When  are  you  to  have  the  Pope  returned  on  your  hands  ?  I  hear 
the  Emperor  walled  up  every  door  but  one  of  the  palace  in  which  he 
is  lodged,  and  set  guards  at  it. 

Your  last  is  of  April  the  13th.  You  had  not  then  heard  of  (be  Re* 
rolatioR,  but  was  still  talking  of  Minorca ;  whioh  was  totally  absorbed 
ia  the  late  change,  and  has  not  emerged  since,  nor  do  I  think  it  will, 
at  least  not  from  want  of  matter.  Such  a  revulsion  as  the  late  one 
mej  stun ;  it  does  not  compose.  Virtue  and  reformation  may  give  the 
new  Ministers  some  momentary  popularity,  but  it  vt^ill  not  be  equally 
durable  with  the  resentment  of  the  displaced  and  the  cashiered ;  nor  do 
J  take  the  late  crew  to  be  so  punctilious  as  the  late  Opposition  :  nor  is 
tke  nation  so  very  virtuously  disposed,  as  to  be  ranuine  admirers  of  re- 
formation. People  must  be  wondrously  changed,  if  they  vote  as  readily 
from  esteem  as  they  used  to  do  for  pay.  Esteem  is  no  principle  of 
anioa.  When  men  are  paid,  they  must  vote  for  what  they  are  hidden 
to  vote.  They  will  have  a  thousand  vagaries  When  at  liberty  to  vote 
for  what  they  fancy  right  or  not.     The  Ministersf  must  continually 

*The  following  is  Hannah  More*s  version  of  George's  bon'inot:  ^  Lord  Pem- 
broke came  in  laughing ;  I  asked  what  diverted  him.  He  told  me  he  had  met  George 
Selwyn,  who  found  himself  very  much  annoyed  in  the  street,  with  'chimney- 
sweq>ing  tmys ;  they  were  very  clamorous;  surrounded,  daui)ed,  and  persecuted 
i^im;  in  short,  they  would  not  let  him  go,  till  they  had  furced  money  from  him: 
at  length  he  made  them  a  low  bow,  and  cried,  *  Gentlemen,  I  have  often  heard 
of  the  Majesty  of  the  People ;  I  presume  your  Highnesses  are  in  Court  mourning.'  '• 
Life,  vol.  i.  p.  254.— Ed. 

t  The  state  of  the  Rockingham  Administration  in  May  1782,  is  thus  described  by 
Nicbolls :  **  The  Cabinet  was  composed  of  eleven :  five  Rockinghams,  five  Shef- 
bames,  the  King  retaining  one,  viz.  Lord  Thurlow.  Every  man  saw  that  such  a 
Cabinet  was  formed  for  contention,  and  that  it  could  not  long  hold  together.  Every 
^y  brought  forth  new  proof  of  the  hatred  of  the  parties  to  each  other.  The  Rock- 
inghams every  where  abuse  Lord  Shelburne  for  want  of  good-failh.  The  reply  of 
theShelburnes  was,  that  they  were  noways  pledged  to  Jjord  Rockingham.  If  any 
man  applied  to  Ijord  Rockingham  for  an  employment,  and  failed  to  obtain  it,  he  had 
bat  to  signify  this  the  next  day  to  the  Earl  of  Shelburne,  who  immediately  got  the 
place  for  him.  On  the  other  hand,  if  a  man  went  first  to  the  EJarJ  of  Shelburne,  his 
amver  was  *  Yon  should  not  apply  to  me,  I  am  not  the  Minister :  Lord  Rockingham 
is  the  Minister;  he  is  the  man  to  whom  you  should  apply.'  I  had  an  acquaintance 
who  succeeded  with  both  of  them  :  it  was  Humphrey  Sturt,  the  Member  for  Dorset- 
shire. He  applied  to  Lord  Rockingham  for  a  writership,  in  Bengal,  for  a  younger 
son.  Lord  Rockingham  answered,  *  After  the  support  you  have  uniformly  given 
p8, Mr.  Start,  you  certainly  are  entitled  to  ask  for  such  a  favour;  you  shall  have 
it'  A  few  days  after,  Mr.  Sturt  met  the  Earl  of  Shelburn?  riding  in  the  Park, 
*Why,  Start/  said  the  Earl,  *  how  could  you  think  of  applying  to  the  Marquis  of 
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propose  or  Bopport  popular  questions,  or  even  jield  to  those  who  ate 
mnQing'  races  of  popularitj  with  them ;  while  the  adrocatas  for  prevo* 

Stire  are  crying  out  against  inroads  made  on  it  All  this,  I  haye  no 
ubt,  will  happen,  unless  some  master^j^nius  ^ins  the  ascendant. 
Mr.  Fox  aloAe  seems  to  be  such  a  man.  He  alreadj  shines  as 
greatly  in  place  as  he  did  in  opposition,  though  infinitely  more  difficdt 
a  task.  He  is  now  as  indefotigable  as  he  was  idle.  He  has  perfeet 
temper,  and  not  on  only  good-humour  but  good*nature ;  and,  wnich  is 
the  first  quality  in  a  Prime  Minister  in  a  free  country,  has  more  com- 
mon sense  than  any  man,  with  amaaing  parts,  Uiat  are  neither  ostenta- 
tious nor  afiected.  Lord  North  had  wit  and  good-humour,  but  neither 
temper,  nor  feeling,  nor  activity,  nor  good-breeding.  Lord  Chatham 
was  a  biasing  meteor  that  scattered  war  with  success,,  but  sunk  to  no- 
thing in  peace.  Perhaps  I  am  partial  to  Charles  Fo]|,  because  he  re- 
sembles my  father  in  good-sense — I  wish  he  had  his  exoeUdnt  consti- 
tution too  ;  yet  his  application  to  business  may  preserve  hts^life,  whidi 
his  former  dissipation  constantly  endangered.*  Another  advantage 
we  have  is  in  Mr.  Conway's  being  at  the  head  of  the  Army.  Witk 
him  no  body  stands  in  competition.  His  military  knowledge  is  unques- 
tionably widiout  a  rival.  His  predecessor.  Lord  Amherst,  was  as  modi 
below  all  rivals.  There  is  no  word  for  him  but  downright  stupiditj. 
Had  five  thousand  French  landed  while  he  commanded,  he  was  tottllj 
incapable  of  preparing  or  putting  in  motion  the  least  opposition.  I 
could  tell  you  facts  that  would  not  be  believed,  though  known  to  eve^ 
ensign  in  the  army*  The  Fleet  will  now  be  united,  and  want  none  of 
its  best  officers.  Lord  Sandwich,  though  certainly  a  man  of  abilities, 
was  grown  obstinate,  peevish,  intractable,  and  was  not  bom  for  great 
actions.  He  loved  subdety  and  tricks  and  indirect  paths,  qualities  re- 
pugnant to  genius.     Still,  I  conclude,  as  I  used  to  do  before  the  change, 

Rockingham  for  a  writership  for  your  son  ?  I  thought  it  would  suit  you,  aod  I 
kept  a  Bengal  writership  for  you.*  *  My  Lord,  I  have  another  yoqnger  boo;  give 
me  your  writerabip  for  him.'  Lord  Shelburne  could  not  disengage  himself  iroo 
this  voluntary  offer,  and  Humphrey  Sturt  got  Uitb  the  writerahips."  RecollectioDSf 
p.  46.— Ed. 

*  **  This  session/*  says  Nicholle,  in  his  Recollections,  **  was  the  glorious  cam* 
paign  of  Charles  Fox;  bis  health  was  entire,  his  troops  followed  him  with  confi- 
dence; he  felt  that  he  was  gaining  ground  on  every  debate, 

^llis  spirit  lent  a  fire 
£*en  to  the  meanest  peasant  in  the  camp.* 

I  still  retain  the  remembrance  of  the  pleasure  which  I  experienced  from  the  eveoti 
of  that  session ;  and,  whatever  mistakes  Charles  Fox  might  afterwards  make,  the 
service  he  did  bis  country  at  that  time  can  never  be  forgotten.  His  exertions  ter^ 
minated  the  contest :  had  it  been  continued  much  longer,  the  country  must  have 
sunk.'*  Speaking  of  Mr.  Fox  in  the  following  year,  Mr.  Burke  said,  ^'  He  hai 
faults;  but  they  are  faults  that,  though  they  may  in  a  small  degree  tarnish  the 
lustre  and  sometimes  impede  the  march  of  his  abilities,  have  nothing  in  them  to 
extinguish  the  fire  of  great  virtues.  In  those  faults  there  is  no  mixture  of  deceit, 
of  hypocrisy,  of  pride,  of  ferocity,  of  complexioned  despotism,  or  want  of  feeling 
for  the  distresses  of  mankind."— >£o. 
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let  us  have  peace  !  We  certainly  are  so  far  nearer  to  it^  that  these 
Ministers  will  leave  nothing  vigorous  unattempted  while  the  war  lasts. 
The  last  neither  thought  of  peace,  nor  took  one  proper  step  towards  suc- 
cess in  the  war.  The  nation  must  have  been  utterly  undone,  had  they 
remained  a  year  longer  in  power.  They  thought  their  power  secure, 
and  really  cared  about  nothing  else;  and  many  of  them  and  all  their 
tools  and  creatures  wished  for,  and'  talked  for,  arbitrary  power,  as  a 
cempeasation  for  all  our  misfortunes  and  disgraces.  Indeed,  I  tell 
you  the  truth.  I  have  seen  it  and  known  it  long,  and  have  not  the 
smallest  private  interest  in  my  opinions.  From  my  father's  death  to 
my  own  it  will  be  evident,  that  1  never  received  a  favour  for  myself 
from  any  other  Minister  of  whatever  parly. 
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Berkeley  Square,  May  18, 1762. 

Portttne's  weathercock  has  changed  once  more  in  our  favour;  we 
were  drowning,  but  now  ride  again  in  triumph  through  the  streets  of 
oor  capital,  the  Ocean.  Two  days  ago  we  learnt  the  conquest  of  the 
principal  Dutch  settlement — on  Ceylon;*  and,  as  we  have  not  many 
tributary  monarchs  left,  I  suppose,  shall  bully  that  Emperor,  like  our 
predecessors. '  We  expect  to  be  up  to  the  ears  in  rubies,  elephants, 
cinnamon  and  pepper.  However,  as  the  House  of  Commons  has  at 
last  had  the  decency  to  call  some  of  our  abominable  Nabobs  to  ac- 
counti  and  are  going  to  squeeze  Sir  Thomas  Rambold's  sacks  of  dia- 
monds, and  rupees,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  poor  Ceylonists  will  be 
plnndered  less  impudently.  I  am  partial  to  them,  having  been  inti- 
mate with  them  as  the  isle  of  Serendep,  from  the  days  of  the  Ara- 
bian Nights. 

But  riches  and  cinnamon  are  baubles  in  comparison  of  glory.  To- 
Jay  we  hear  that  Sir  Gteorge  Rodney  has  defeated — ay>  and  taken — '< 
Monsieur  de  Grasse  in  his  own  ship.  La  Ville  de  Paris,  of  a  hundred 
aod  ten  guns,  three  others  of  seventy-four,  one  of  sixty-four,  and 
sunk  another^of  the  iiocf    We  have  lost  three  hundred,  have  seven 

*0n  the  11th  of  January,  the  Dutch  forts  and  settlements  of  Trincomale  in  the 
iaitnd  of  Ceylon,  celebrated  for  its  produce  of  the  cinnamon-tree,  were  taken  pos- 
»«ion  of  by  the  combined  forces,  under  the  command  of  Sir  Edward  Haghes  aud 
General  Sir  Hector  Monro.— Ed. 

f  On  the  18th  of  May,  the  country  was  thrown  into  a  delirium  of  joy,  by  receiving^ 
tbe  inteUigreoce  of  Admiral  Rodney  s  victory  over  Count  de  Grasse,  on  the  12th  of 
April.  The  scene  of  action  lay  between  the  islands  of  Gaudaloupe,  Dominique,  the 
Saints,  and  Marijgalante ;  and  bounded  both  to  windward  and  leeward  by  very  dan- 
geroaa  shores.  The  battle  commenced  about  seven  in  the  morningr,  and  was  con- 
tiOQed  with  unremitting  fury  until  near  the  same  hour  in  the  evening.  Thirty-six 
^ttts  of  money,  destin^  to  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  troops  in  the  designed 
lOTision  of  Jamaica,  were  found  in  the  Ville  de  Paris;  a  ship  remarkable  for  her 
nze  and  beauty,  and  which  had  been  a  present  from  the  City  of  Paris  to  Louis  XV. 
IB  that  &llen  state  of  the  French  marine  which  prevailed  towarda  the  cloee  of  the 
VOL.  IX.— 21 
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hundred  wounded  (whom,  alas  1  a  West  India  climate  will  not  re- 
cover,) three  captains,  and  Lord  Robert  Manners,  a  fine  young  fel- 
low, only  brother  of  the  Duke  of  Rutland,  who  died  of  his  wounds  on 
the  passage/ — but  not  one  ship;  yet  you  see  the  action  must  ha?e 
been  bloody.  Rodney  was  recalled  by  the  new  Admiralty,  but  re- 
covers from  his  falls  with  marvellous  agility.  The  late  Ministers  are 
thus  robbed  of  a  victory  that  ought  to  have  been  theirs;  but  the  mob 
do  not  look  into  the  almanack.    The  city  of  Westminster  has  just 

former  rainous  war  against  England.  Wrazall  who  states  that  he  had  an  accoant 
of  the  engHgement  from  Lord  .Craneton,  who  was  sent  to  take  possession  of  the  6hip» 
as  well  as  to  receive  De  Grasee's  sword,  says :  "  The  French  Admiral  had  re- 
ceived a  contusion  in  th^  loins  from  a  splinter,  but  was  otherwise  unhurt ;  a  circam- 
6tance  the  more  remarkable,  as  he  had  been,  during  (he  whole  action,  exposed  to  t 
destructive  fire,  which  swept  away  almost  all  his  officers.  He  was  a  tall,  robost, 
and  martial  figure^  presenting,  in  that  moment,  an  object  of  respect,  no  less  than  of 
concern  and  sympathy.  He  could  not  recover  from  the  astonishment  into  which 
he  was  plunged  at  seeing,  iti  the  course  of  so  short  a  tiore,  his  vessel  taken,  hii 
fleet  defeated,  and  himself  a  prisoner." — Eo. 
*'CrabbG,  the  poet,  who  had  this  year,  through  the  powerful  recommendation  of 
.  Mr.  Burke,  been  appointed  domestic  chaplain  to  the  Duke  of  Rutland,  ha8^iven,in 
a  note  to  his  poem  of  "The  Village,"  an  interesting  memoir  of  the  heroic  yoong 
commander :  **  Lord  Robert's  last  action,"  says  he  "  was  that  memorable  one  of  the 
12th  of  April  1782,  when  the  Resolution  engaged  very  desperately  nine  or  ten  of 
the  enemy,  in  breaking  through  their  line;  which  she  did,  the  third  ship  to  the  Ad- 
miral. It  was  in  this  attempt  that  Lord  Robert  had  both  his  legs  shattered,  and  his 
right  arm  broken  at  the  same  instant:  his  A)ind«  however,  remained  unsubdued; 
foiT  neither  at  that,  nor  at  any  future  period,  neither  when  he  was  under  the  most 
painful  operations,  nor  when  be  became  sensible  of  his  approaching  fate,  did  he  be- 
tray one  symptom  of  fear  or  regret.  It  was  with  great  rehictance  he  suffered 
himself  to  be  carried  to  the  surgeon's  apartment,  and  he  objected  to  the  amputatioa 
of  his  leg,  because  he  had  conceived  it  would  prevent  his  continuance  on  board 
his  ship;  but,  being  assured  to  the  contrary,  he  permitted  the  surgeon  to  proceed. 
At  this  time  aH  his  thoughts  and  inquiries  were  directed  to  the  event  of  the  day; 
which  being  soon  after  announcedto  him,  every  consideration  of  his  own  mis|)rtQne 
was  suspended,  and  he  both  felt  and  expressed  the  greatest  joy  and  exaltation  on  a 
victory  so  important  to  his  country,  and  eo  fatal  tp  himself  Being  persuaded  tore- 
turn  to  England,  he  was  removed  on  board  the  Andromache  frigate ;  but,  before  be 
quitted  the  Resolution,  he  ordered  every  man  whose  good  conduct  had  been  re- 
markable during  his  command  to  come  into  his  cabin ;  where  he  thanked  him  for 
his  attention  to  his  duty,  and  gave  each  a  present  of  money,  as  a  token  of  his  par- 
ticular regard.  He  prepared  for  bis  approaching  fate  with  the  utmost  calmness 
and  composure  of  mind;  and,  having  settled  his  worldly  affairs  with  his  accustomed 
regularity  and  despatch,  he  ended  a  lifb  of  glory  with  resignation  and  prayer.** 
Lord  Rqbert  survived  till  the  24th  of  April  In  the  admirable  Life  of  the  Poet,  by 
his  Son,  the  following  affecting  instance  of  the  Duke  of  Rutland^s  affection  for  bis 
brother  is  recorded :  **  Some  short  time  previous  to  his  lordship^s  death,  his  hat«  per- 
forated with  ball^  was  sent  at  the  Duke'a  request  to  Belvoir  Castle.  The  Duke 
first  held  it  up  with  a  shout  of  exultation  and  triumph,  glorying  in  the  bravery  of 
his  belovpd  brbther ;  and  then,  as  the  thought  of  his  danger  flashed  suddenly  on  bis 
mind,  sank  on  his  chair  in  a  burst  of  natural  and  irrepressible  feeling.  A  few 
months  after  Lord  Roberts  death,  my  father  accompanied  his  Grace  to  Londoo« 
and  went  to  the  studio  of  the  Royal  Academician  Stothard ;  where  he  consoled 
his  sorrow  bv  giving  directions  for  the  painting  of  the  beautiful  picture  from 
which  the  well-kuown  print  of  the  mdancholy  event  is  engraved."  Crabbe'a  Life 
and  Poems,  vol.  L  p.  117.— Ed. 
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nominated  our  young  Cicero,  Mr.  William  Pitt,  to  replace  Sir  George 
as  their  representative  at  the  next  general  election  ;  the  latter  being 
a  little  under  a  cloud  from  his  rapacity  at  St.  Eustatia>  Now  Mr. 
Pitt  must  exert  some  oratorical  modesty,  and  beg  not  to  dethrone  a 
hero  I 

These  naval  rostra  arrived  very  opportunely  to  stay  our  impa- 
tience for  a  victory  over  the  Dutch,  wnich  we  have  expected  a  good 
I  week  from  Lord  Howe's  hands — charming  victories,  if  they  facilitate 
peace!  We  have  two  negociators  actually  at  Paris;  the  principal, 
Mr.  Thomas  Grenville,t  whom  you  saw  so  lately.  It  wilt  be  one  of 
Fortune's  caprices,  if  the  son  of  the  author  of  the  Stamp  Act  and  of 
the  war  is  the  mediator  of  peace. 

Lest  we  should  be  tod  exalted  by  these  successes,  we  yesterday 
drank  a  cup  of  humiliation.  Both  Houses,  in  very  few  hours,  signed 
the  absolute  Independence  of  Ireland.^  I  shall  not  be  surprised  if  our 
whole  trinity  is  dissolved,  and  if  Scotland  should  demand  a  dissolu- 
tioD  of  the  Union.  Strange  if  she  alone  doesn  ot  profit  of  our  dis- 
tresses. It  is  very  tr*ue,  she  has  grown  more  fond  of  availing  herself 
of  our  prosperity. 

There,  ihere'is  a  better  cargd  of  news  than  I  have  sent  you  for 
8orae  years ! 

I  have  received  yours  with  the  meIancho)y  account  of  Lady  William 
Campbell,  and  the  one  enclosed  for  General  Conway.  I  shall  proba- 
bly see  him  this  evening,  for  I  am  confined  by  a  little  gout  in  my  foot. 
I  caught  a  violent  cold  last  week,  which  turned  to  a  fever  and  great 
oppression  on  my  breast.  Two  bleedings  carried  off  all  entirely ; 
bat,  as  I  expected,  teft  me  this  gout  in  lieu.  However,  I  know  better 
how  to  manage  an  English  mastiff  that  I  am  used  to>  than  a  tiger 
from  Afric.     . 

*  **  Admiral  Pigot,  who  had  been  appointed  a  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  and  pro- 
n»ted  to  the  rank  of  Admiral  of  the  Blue,  was  sent  to  the  West  Indies,  to  soper- 
ndeSir  George  Rodney,  who  was  considered  to  have  acted  barehly  io  the  capture  of 
£<utatia,  by  confiscating  the  property  of  its  inhabitants.  Pigot  was  despatched, 
ud  could  scarcely  have  sailed,  when  the  news  of  Rodney's  famous  victory  over 
Count  de  Grasse  arrived  in  England.  Keppel,  who  at  once  perceived  the  impro* 
priety  of  recalling  Rodney  at  such  a,  moment,  sent  an  express  to  stop  his  sailmg, 
^1  it  was  too  late :  a  fast-sailing  cutter  was  thee  despatched,  but  was  also  unsuc- 
ceesful  in  overtaking  him."    Life  of  Keppel,  vol.  ii..  p.  379. — Ed. 

t  Id  the  month  of  April,  the  British  Cabinet  made  propositions  for  peace  to 
the  Court  of  Versailles,  with  a  view  to  a  general  peace;  and  despatched  Mr.  Thomas 
GreoTille  to  Paris  for  that  purpose.  The  other  Coramissioner  mentioned  by  Wat 
pole  was  Mr.  Oswald.  Admiral  Digby  and  Sir  Guy  Carleton  were  also  sent  to 
America,  with  instructions  to  offer  an  immediate  acknowledgment  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  thirteen  colonies. — Ed. 

t  On  the  17th  of  May,  the  two  Secretaries  of  State,  Lord  Shelburne  and  Mr. 
m,  moved  in  both  Houses  the  repeal  of  the  Act  of  George  1.,  for  the  better  secur- 
iog  the  dependency  of  Ireland  upon  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  also^  that  it 
yt»  indispensable  to  the  interest  and  happiness  of  both  kingdoms,  that  the  coonex* 
ioD  between  tbe  two  countries  should  be  established,  by  mutual  consent,  upon  a 
lolid  and  permanent  footing.  The  motions  passed  without  opposition ;  and,  in  r^ 
tarn  for  this  liberal  procedurei  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  voted  100,OOM.  for  the 
Pttrpose  of  raising  twenty  thousand  Irish  seamen.^Eo. 
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I  am  concerned  for  your  loss  of  Patch.*    He  bad  ffreat  merit  in 
my  eyes  in  bringing  to  tight  the  admirable  paintings  or  Masaccio,  so 
.  little  known  out  of  Florence  till  his  prints  disclosed  them. 

As  our  trophies  arrived  to-day,  I  was  impatient. to  seize  them  for 
you ;  but  the  post  set  out  last  night,  and  will  not  depart  again  till 
Tuesday,  by  which  time  I  may  be  able  to  send  you  another  na?al 
crown.  I  hate  myself  ^for  being  so  like  a  sportsman,  who  is  going 
out  to  hunt,  and  hopes  to  be  able  to  make  his  friend  a  present  oT 
more  game;  but  I  doubt  we  must  wade  through  more  destruction  to  * 
peace.  What  idiots  are  mankind  to  sacrifice  themselves  to  the  fran- 
tic passions  of  a  few  !  The  slain  only  pass  for  rubbish,  of  which  the 
use  is  destroyed :  who  thinks  on  them  7  I  do  not  quite  love  your 
Emperor,  though  he  has  demolished  convents.  I  doubt  he  calculates, 
that,  the  more  copulation  is  encouraged,  the  more  soldiers  he  shall 
have. 

2l8t 

Lord  Howe's  victory  is  not  yet  hatched ;  we  reckon  him  in  pursuit 
of  the  Dutch.  The  whole  town  was  illuminated  to  Rodney's  health 
on  Saturday  night.  I  was  just  going  to  bed  in  pain,  when  a  mob, 
the  masters  of  our  ceremonies^  knocked  outrageously  at  the  door, 
and  would  scarce  have  patience  till  the  servants  could  put  out 
lights ;  and  till  three  in  the  morning  there  was  no  sleeping  for  rockets 
and  squibs.  Liord  Robert  Manners  lost  one  leg  and  had  the  other 
and  one  arm  broken,  yet  lived  three  weeks  in  good  spirits,  till  the 
locked  jaw  came.  How  many  others,  of  whom  one  shall  not  bear, 
because  they  were  not  young  Lords ! 

Afler  dinner. 
The  Dutoh  fleet  have  escaped  into  the  Texel,  and  Lord  Howe  is 
expected  back  into  the  ChanneLf 
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Strawberry  Hill,  June  10, 1782. 

Since  the  naval  triumph  in  the  West  Indies,  I  have  had  no  public 

event  to  send  you,  nor  any  thing  else  but  journals  of  the  epidemic 

disorder,  which  has  been  so  universal  and  so  little  fatal,  that  a  dozen 

names  would  comprise  all  I  know  who  have  escaped  it,  or  died  of  it* 

*  Ad  Engliah  painter  settled  at  Florence. 

f  Elarly  in  May,  Lord  Howe,  who  had  been  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Admiral  of 
the  Blue,  created  a  British  peer,  and  appointed  to  the  coDunand  of  a  powerful  fleet, 
proceeded  with  twelve  sail  of  the  line  to  the  coast  of  Holland,  in  the  hope  of  inter- 
cepting, or  at  leaat  coniining,  th^  enemy,  and  of  frustratinir  any  designs  he  might 
have  formed  upon  our  North  Sea  and  Baltic  trade.  The  Dutch  fleet  had  already 
sailed,  but  tbe  intelligence  of  Lord  Howe's  movements  obliged  them  to  return 
hastily  to  the  Texel.— Eo. 
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The  strangest  part  of  it  is,  that,  though  of  wy  short  duration,  it  has 
left  a  weakness  or  lassitude,  of  \vhich  people  find  it  very  difficult  to 
recover.  One  has  had  nothing  to  do  but  send  messages  of  inquiry 
after  one's  acquaintance;'  and  yet,  no  servants  to  send  on  those 
messages.  The  theatres  were  shut  up,  the  Birth-day  empty,  and  the 
Ball  to-night  a  solitude.  My  codicil  of  gout  confined  mc  three  weeks. 
I  came  hither  to-day  to  air  myself,  though  still  very  lame,  and  it  is 
80  cold  that  I  am  writing  close  to  the  fire.  We  are  paying  the  fine 
of  three  sultry  summers  together.  I  was  afraid  we  should  have  had 
too  much  fire  too ;  but  we  liave  narrowly  escaped  a  contested  elec- 
tioo  at  Westminster.  Some  of  the  late  Minsters  set  up  the  new  Lord 
Hood  in  the  roonr\^of  the  new  Lord  Rodney ;  and  the  new  Ministers, 
not  very  prudently  I  think,*  named  a.  Sir  Cecil  Wray,  very  unknown. 
Fortunately,  Lord  Hood's  friends  declared  against  his  being  a  can- 
didate. 

I  do  not  hear  of  the  peace  advancing.  They  say,  the  Kine  of 
France  is  obstinate ;  which,  by  courtiers,  is  always  called ^rm.  This 
is  unusual :  France  commonly  is  the  only  nation  that  has  sense 
enough  not 'to  persist  on  an  ill-run,  but  to  leave  off  play,  and  wait  for 
better  luck.  Howevervi  have  hopes  yet.  The  change  of  Adminis- 
tration, and  the  disposition  of  the  new  one  to  grant  independence, 
roast  please  the  Americii^ns ;  and  as  France,  by  the  demolition  of  De 
Grasse's  fleet,  can  send  no  reinforcements  to  America,  the  latter  must 
tee  that  this  is  the  moment  to  shake  off  dependence  on  France  aa 
well  as  on  England.  The  cpntribution,  too,  of  twenty  thousand  sea- 
men  from  Ireland  must  be  sorely  felt  by  our  enemies. 

T^e  old  Ministers  have  begun  to  revive  a  little,  but  have  had  no 
cause  from  success  to  be  proud  of  their  bickerings.  Lord  North, 
Lord  Loughborough,  and  Lord  Hillsborough  have  been  most  severely 
handled  for  their  flippancies  by  Charles  Fox,  the  Duke  of  Richmond, 
aod  Lord  Shelburne ;  and  all  the  new  measures  have  been  carried  far 
more  triumphantly  than  was  expected.f  Still,  I  do  not  doubt  what- 
ever impediments  can  be  thrown  in  their  way,  will  be;  bat  I  am  no 
dealer  in  futurities. 

We  expect  Mrs.  Damer  every  hour.  Mr.  Conway  and  Lady 
Ailesbury  have  told  me  how  infinitely  sensible  they  are  of  your  at- 
tentions and  goodness  to  Lady  William. 

I  shall  not  go  to  town  till  Wednesday,  and  therefore  shall  not  finish 
this  till  Friday,  by  which  time  I  may  have  more  to  say..  - 

*  **  By  Rodney's  beine  created  a  peer,  his  seat  in  Parliament  is  beoome  vacant. 
Hood  has  been  proposed  to  succeed  him ;  but  the  Westmio^tec  committee  have 
named  another  candidate.  This  opposition  to  Hbod  is  said  to  b*  unfrenerous  and 
angrateful ;  bat  why,  is  more  than  I  can  tel]»  unless  a  seat  ia  Parliament  is  to  bo 
coQsidered  merely  as  a  reward,  a  titolac  dignity  ;  or  unless  it  be  proved  that  the 
nme  qualities  are  requisite  to  make  a  good  senator  as  ta  constitute  a  brave  Admi- 
ml."    Sir  S.  Romilly  to  the  Rev.  J.  Rpget,  Life,  vol.  i.  p.  231.— Ed. 

t  Several  warm  debates  had  uken  p)ace  in  both  Houses  on  the  recall  of  Admiral 
Bodaey  by  the  new  Mini8ter8.-*£Dw 
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•  ThuFBday,  13lhJ 

There  are  letters  from  Prance  which  say,  that  their  losses  in  the 
West  Indies  are  greater  than  we  know  yet.  I  hate  to  be  hoping  that 
anjr  misfortunes  are  true ;  but,  fortunately,  one's  wishes  do  not  add  a 
hair  to  the  scale,  except  one  is  a  stock-jobber.  Such  gentry  coin 
disasters,  to  cheat  some  body  by  sinking  the  funds  without  cause.  If 
gospels  rtiended  mankind,  there  should  have  been  a  new  sermon 
preached  on  the  Mount,  since  'ChangeAlIey  was  b,uilt,  and  since 
money-changers  were  driven  out  of  the  lemple  overiill  Europe. 

Friday,  14th. 
Mrs.  Damer  arrived  last  night.  She  looks  in  better  health  than 
when  she  went ;  but  I  cannot  say,  at  all  plumper.  She  said,  "  Pray, 
tell  Sir  Horace  how  muc^  obliged  to  him  I  am ;?  and,  do  you  know, 
she  added,  that  "  he  is  not  only  one  of  the  most  amiable  men  in  the 
world,  but  the  most  agreeable."  I  see  that  you  understood  her  as 
well  as  she  does  you ;  for  you  have  given  her  an  antique  foot  that  is 
the  perfection  of  sculpture.  I  have  not  time  to  add  a  word  more,  but 
that  she  told  me  that  at  Paris  the  universal  language  is,  that  the  late 
change  in  the  !E^nglish  Ministry  est  bien  malheureux  pow  la  France. 
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,  *  Monday  night,  July  let,  1782. 

This  is  to  announce  an  important  event  which  you  could  not  expect. 
Lord  Rockingham  died  at  one  o'clock  at  noon  to-day.  You  will  want 
to  ask  one,  and  many  other  questions,  which  no  body  in  London  can 
answer  yet.  Who  is  to  be  First  Minister?  Will  the  new  Admini*- 
tralion  continue  ?— Stay, — till  I  can  tell  you  the  first,  it  is  in  vain  to 
proceed  in  your  interrogatories — I  may  as  well  go  back  for  a  few 
days.  This  letter  will  not  depart  till  to-morrow  night.  Whether  I 
shall  be  able  to  tell  you  more  by  that  time,  can  I  guess? 

This  death  was  not  a  sudden,  one.  The  Marquis  has  been  ill  above 
a  week,  and  in  danger  for  some  days.  At  first  Dr.  Warren  thought 
it  water  in  his  stomach,  then  changed  his  opinion ;  Sir  Noah  Thomas 
doubted  whether  it  was  water.  It  signifies  little  now  what  it  was. 
He  was  always  of  a  very  bad  constitution.**    I  remember  an  elder 

»  The  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  though  only  fifty-two  years  of  age,  already  sunk 
under  an  iofinn  and  debilitated  constitution.  Early  in  June  he  had  been  attacked 
by  an  epidemic  disease,  to  which  was  given  the  name  of  influenza.  The  Marquifl 
appeared  in  the  House  of  Lords  for  the  last  time  on  the  3rd  of  June ;  where  he 
both  spoke  and  voted  in  support  of  the  bill  for  preventing  Revenue  officers  frojOD 
voting  at  elections.  In  the  course  of  his  speech,  he  said,  that  the  disorder  unive^ 
sally  prevalent  affected  him  so  violently,  that  at  times  he  was  not  completely  in 
possession  of  himself.  Leaving  no  issue,  the  greater  part  of  his  vast  landed 
property,  as  well  as  his  borough  interest,  descend^  to  his  nephew,  Earl  Fitxwil- 
liaoi. — Ed. 
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brother  of  his  at  Eton,  who  was  subject  to.  violent  convulsions,  and 
died  of  them.  Lord  Rockingham  was  extremely  splenetic  about  his 
health  (the  consequence  of  bad,)  and  some  years  ago  wanted  to  have 
his  side  opened,  believing  that  he  had  an  abscess  there.  Six  weeks 
ago,  I  heard  that  Dr.  Warren  told  him  he  could  not  live  if  he  con- 
tinued in  business. 

W^ll !  no  man  ever  before  attained  twice  the  great  object  of  his 
wishes,  and  enjoyed' it  both  times  for  so  short  a  season:  the  first  time 
but  a  year — now,  not  four  months.  The  death  of  the  late  Duke  of 
Devonshire,  and  the  want  of  a  leader,  set  Lord  Rockingham  at  the 
head  of  the  Whigs,  from  his  rank,  great  fortune,  and  fair  character. 
Those  were  his  pretensions  and  merit.  His  parts  were  by  no  means 
great:  he  was  nervous,  and  mere  necessity  alone  made  him  at  all  a 
speaker  in  Parliament;  where,  though  he  spoke  good  sense,  neither 
flattery  nor  partiality  could  admire  or  applaud.  He  was  rather  tri- 
fling and  dilatory  in  business  than  indolent.  -Virtues  and  amiability 
he  must  have  possessed ;  for  his  party  esteemed  him  highly,  and  his 
friends  loved  him  with  unalterable  attachment.  In  the  excess  of  fac- 
tion that  we  have  seen,  he  was  never  abused;  and  no  man  in  public 
life,  I  believe^  had  ever  fewer  enemies.^  His  death  may  be  more  re- 
membered than  his  actions  would  have  been,  and  may  have  greater 
consequences  than  any  plan  of  his  would  have  had ;  for  he  counte- 
nanced a  system  rather  than  instigated  it.  Whoever  is  his  successor 
will  not  bp  of  so  negative  a  character. 

This  is  the  second  prime  minister  I  have  seen  die  in  office.  I  do  not 
believe  the  current  will  glide  on  as  smoothly  as  it  did  on  Mr.  Pel- 
ham's  death ;  but  that  moment  was  very  diflferent  from  this !  I  could 
make  divers  reflections  on  all  I  have  seen  and  known  in  a  long  hfe — 
but  I  will  not. 

Adieu  1  till  to-morrow — not  that  I  expect  to  be  able  to  tell  you  more 
of  the  Administration  then.     If  you  do  not  hear  again  by  Friday's 

E«t,  you  will  conclude  that  nothing  is  settled.     You  have  known 
nger  interministeriums. 

Tuesday,  afler  dinner.  • 
The  evening  comes  on,  and  I  must  go  out,  without  being  able  to 

*  The  following  is  a  portion  of  the  inacription  upon  the  pedestal  of  Lord  Rock- 
ingham's statue,  in  the  mausoleum  at  Wentworth,  from  the  pen  of  bis  friend 
Burke:  "  A  statesman  in  whom  constancy,  fidelity,  sincerity,  and  directness  were 
the  sole  instruments  of  his  policy.  His  virtues  were  bis  arts.  A  clear,  sound, 
unadulterated  sense,  not  perplexed  with  intricate  design,  or  disturbed  bv  ungo- 
verned  passion,  gave  consistency,  dignity,  and  efl^ect  to  all  his  measures,  in  Op* 
position  he  respected  the  principles  of  government,  in  Administration  he  provided 
for  the  liberties  of  the  people.  He  employed  his  moments  of  power  in  realizing 
every  thing  which  he  bad  promised  in  a  popular  situation.  The  virtues  of  his  pu^ 
lie  and  private  life  were  not  in  biro  of  different  characters.  It  was  the  same  feel- 
iojg,  benevolent  mind,  that,  in  the  internal  relations  of  life,  conciliates  the  un- 
fei^ed  love  of  those  who  see  men  as  they  are,  which  made  him  an  inflexible  pa- 
triot. By  his  prudence  and  patience  he  brought  about  a  party,  which  it  was  the 
great  object  of  his  labours  to  render  permanent,  not  as  an  instrument  of  ambition, 
oat  as  a  living  depoeitory  of  principle.'* — ^Eo.  ' 
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tell  you  more  than  I  wrote  last  night.  Because  they  do  not  know, 
the  town  has  guessed  many  successors — as  Lord  .Shelburne,  the 
Dukes  of  Richmond,  Portland,  and  Devonshire,  and  Lord  Gower. 
The  first  and  last  may  be  candidates :  I  believe  none  of  the  Dalies 
are.  From  my  late  letters  you  may  perceive  that  there  might  be 
still  a  sixth  person  in  question,  but  whg  certainly  will  not  be, — I  meap, 
not  successor:  but  you  must  have  patience ;  and  it  is  better  not  to  be 
surprised,  whatever  you  shall  hear.  I  shall  be  much  surprised,  if 
nothing  happens  to  surprise  you.    Adieu ! 


LETTER  CCCLXXIX. 

\  Berkeley  Sqaare,  July  7, 1782. 

I  DO  not  pretend  to  be  a  prophet ;  at  least,  I  confess  I  am  one  of 
that  wary  sort,  who  take  care  to  be  very  sure  of  what  will  happen 
before  they  venture  to  foretell.  I  ordered  you  to  expect  to  be  sur- 
prised— no  very  wise  way  of  surprising  I  In  truth,  I  did  foresee  that 
Lord  Rockingham's  death  would  produce  a  very  new  scene ;  and  so 
it  has :  but  is  it  possible  to  give  an  account  of  what  is  only  begio- 
ing  ?  The  few  real  facts  that  have  actually  happened  are  all  that  one 
can  relate  with  certainty.  They  will  open  wide  fields  of  conjectures 
to  you,  and,  at  your  distance,  probably  not  very  just  ones;  nor,  as  I 
affect  no  sagacity,  shall  I  offer  you  a  clue  that  may  lead  you  as  much 
out  of  the  way. 

Lord  Rockingham  died  on  Mqnday.  On  Tuesday  it  was  known 
amongst  the  Ministers,  that  Lord  Shelburne  was  to  succeed.*    This 

*  "  Withia  three  hours,*'  says  Mr.  Nicholls,  **  after  the  Marquis  of  RockiDgham't 
death  was  known,  a  friend  of  mine  called  on  Charles  Fox.  The  question  wfaicb 
naturally  occurred  was, '  Who  is  to  succeed  Lord  Rockingham  as  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  V  Mr.  Fox  replied,  'I  think  it  must  be  the  Earl  of  Shelburne;  be  it 
first  oars,  and  I  do  not  see  how  we  can  resist  his  claim.'  But  Mr.  Burke  had  af- 
terwards sufficient  influence  with  Mr.  Fox  and  the  other  leaders  of  the  Rocking- 
ham party,  to  prevail  on  them  to  resist  the  appointment  of  the  Earl.  He  insisted 
that  the  Duke  of  Portland  should  be  sent  for  from  Ireland,  and  appointed  First 
Lord.  This  proposal  was  offensive,  even  to  some  of  the  Rockingham  party,  parti* 
cularly  to  the  Duke  of  Richmond ;  who  said,  that,  as  the  Duke  of  Portland  was 
provided  for  in  Ireland,  he  himself  had  a  better  claim  to  be  coiwidered  as  the  bead 
of  the  Rockingham  party.  But  this  was  not  acceptable  to  Mr.  Burke.  At  a  meet- 
ing held  soon  af\er  at  Earl  Fitzwilliam^s,  Mr.  Burke  used  such  coarse  language 
respecting  the  E>irl  of  Shelburne,  that  intercourse,  even  in  appearance  friendly, 
could  no  longer  exist  between  the  parties.*"  Recollections,  p.  49.  Mr.  Prior, 
however,  contradicts  the  assertion,  that  the  resignations  which  immediately  fol- 
lowed, arose  from  the  ^irritation  of  Mr.  Burke:  **On  the  contrary,**  he  says,  **the 
suggestion  came  from  Mr.  Fox,  whose  importance,  from  the  situation  he  held,  was 
more  directly  affected.  It  is  undoubtedly  true,  that  both,  while  they  disagreed 
with  Lord  Shelburne  on  some  public  points,  entertafned  a  strong  personal  dislike 
to  the  man  ;  he,  in  return,  is  said  to  have  felt  quite  as  eordial  an  aversion  to  them, 
(particularly  to  Mr.  Burke,)  from  a  jealousy  of  being  constantly  outworked  and 
outshone  by  them  in  Parliament,  added  to  their  greater  estimation  in  popular  opin- 
ion, and  BUnding  in  the  piidst  of  bis  path  to  power.'^    Life  of  Burke,  p.  268.— Ed. 
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was  not  unforeseen ;  but  did  not  please  those  the  better  "vt^ho  were 
disposed  to  dislike  it.  Lord  John  Cavendish,  who  had  nnost  unwil- 
liogly  been  dragged  into  the  office  of  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^ 
declared,  that  nothing  should  make  him  retain  it  under  any  other 
man  than  his  late  friend,  for  whose  sake  he  had  undertaken  it.  Mr. 
Fox  more  directly  protested  against  Lord  Shelburne.  The  Duke  of 
Richmond  .and  General  Conway  endeavoured  to  prevent  disunion  io 
the  new  system,  and  on  Wednesday  night  did  not  despair ;  but  on 
Thursday,  at  Court,  Mr.  Fox  arrived,  took  Lord  Shelburne  aside, 
asked  him  abruptly,  if  he  was  to  be  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury ;  and, 
being  answered  in  the  affirmative,  said,  "  then,  my  Lord,  I  shall  re- 
signs—went into  the  Closet,  and  left  the  Seals,  which  he  had  brought 
in  his  pocket,  with  the  King. 

The  schism  begun,  has  gone  farther.  Every  body  knew  that  the 
Rockingham  and  Shelburne  squadrons,  who  had  never  been  cordial 
even  in  opposition,  had  with  great  difficulty  been  brought  to  coalesce 
iothe  formation  of  the  Administration;  and  some  knew,  that  their 
conjunction  had  not  proceeded  with  much  amity.  In  the  first  mo- 
ment, it  was  still  hoped  by  moderate  men  that  the  breach — I  mean 
Represent — would  not  go  far;  as  many  disapprove  Mr.  Fox's  pre- 
cipitation.* But  he  and  Lord  John  had  not  taken  their  part  with  in- 
difference. A  meeting  of  the  late  Marquis's  friends  was  held  yester- 
day at  Lord  Fitzwilliam's— the  nephew  or  Octavius  of  the  late  Caesar, 
but  no  more  likely  to  be  an  Augustus,  than  the  Marquis  was  a  Julius. 

After  a  debate  of  six  hours  the  whole  junto,  except  the  Duke  of 

*  In  the  House  of  Commons,  on  the  9th  of  July,  Mr.  Fox  stated,  that  the  cause 
of  his  fesi^nation  was  a  difference  of  opinion  upon  some  essential  points  between 
JHin  tnd  those  who  remained  in  his  Majesty'a  councils.  General  Conway,  after 
iniiDaatiDg  that  disappointment  in  a  contest  for  power  was  the  real  cause  of  Mr. 
Fox's  resignation,  positively  declared  that,  in  his  judgment,  there  was  no  disagree- 
Deot  in  the  Cabinet  sufficient  to  justify  Mr.  Fox  in  withdrawing  himself  from  it 
This  declaration  from  one  of  the  Ministers  made  it  necessary  for  Mr.  Fox  to  rise 
&f«io.  He  acknowledged  that  the  appointment  of  Lord  Shelburne  to  be  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury,  was  one  reason  which  induced  him  to  retire.  Since  that  prom»> 
^)  he  said,  the  Administration  was  no  longer  that  which  the  Parliament  and  the 
ution  had  brought  in;  that  he  bad  not  the  least  confidence  in  the  present  Admi- 
pistration,  and  that  he  had,  as  was  his  duty,  resigned :  he  did  not  affect  such  a  stoic 
lodifference  for  what  all  the  rest  of  the  world  earnestly  aspired  to,  as  to  pretend 
^t  he  had,  without  regret,  resigned  high  distinctions  of  fortune,  power,  honour, 
Aod  glory ;  but  he  did  not  hesitate  a  nooraent  to  give  up  all  these  advantages,  ra- 
ther than  submit  to  the  treachery  and  infamy  of  continuing  in  office,  and  patroni- 
^  by  bis  name  an  Administration  and  its  measures,  which,  in  his  conscience,  be 
disapproved  and  believed  dangerous  to  the  country.  Mr.  Burke  exclaimed,  with 
UQcoinmon  warmth,  that  he  had  no  confidence  in  the  Administration,  constituted  as 
it  DOW  was;  that  he  saw  in  them,  indeed,  *  satis  eloquentiie,  sed  sapientiie  parum  ;' 
jLod  that  in  his  soul  he  believed  the  government  was  more  safely  entrusted  to  the 
nods  of  the  late  Ministry.  Mr.  Pitt  answered  them  in  severe  terms ;  said  that 
^eir  great  talents  ought  to  be  considered  at  that  time  as  public  property ;  and  that 
to  withhold  their  assistance  from  the  public  when  it  stood  so  much  m  need  of  them 
^v^ft  species  of  treachery.  He  ascribed  their  resignation  to  a  dislike  of  men,  and 
^ of  measures;  to  private  pique,  and  not  to  public  grounds.  See  Life  of  Pitt, 
^- 1  p.  8d,  and  Life  of  Romiily,  vol.  i.  p.  2d7.— Eo. 
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Richmond,  resolved  to  secede;  but,  by  whok  junto,  you  must  not  ua« 
derstand  all  who  have  been  adherents  to  Lord  Rockingham.  Some 
ivho  had  been,  would  not  attend  this  novel  institution  of  hereditary 
right,  nor  understand  why  the  Government  is  to  be  permanent  Id  two 
or  three  great  families,  like  the  Hebrew  priesthood  in  one  tribe;  Ge- 
neral Conway,  yon  may  be  sure,  was  not  of  that  assembly.  He 
never  would  attach  himself  to  either  or  any  faction  ;  and,  though  tbey 
may  change  their  note,  the  dissidents  themselves  yet  allow  that  they 
have  no  claim  to  his  allegiance,  and  that  he  always  acts  by  the  rule 
of  right — they  forget  that  that  law  ought  to  supersede  the  ties  of 
party. 

Mr.  Fox*s  proclaiDation  of  his  pretensions — which  I  allow  are  very 
good,  if  qualifications  gave  a  right  of  succession,  (which  he  did  not 
indeed  directly  claim,  naming  the  Duke  of  Portland  for  successor  to 
Lord  Rockingham,  who  certainly  would  not  degenerate  if  insuffici- 
ence  proved  the  true  heir,) — has  called  forth  a  rival,  who  it  was  fore- 
seen, must  become  so  sooner  or  later.  Don't  you  anticipate  me,aod 
cry  out  "  What !  Mr.  William  Pitt  ?"  Yes !  he  is  to  be  Secrela^ 
of  State — at  two  and  twenty — that  is  some  glory  ^* 

What  else  is  to  be,  I  am  sure  I  cannot  tell  you.  Perhaps  by 
Tuesday  night  more  may  be  settled ;  for,  as  the  Parliament  is  to 
rise  on  Wednesday,  the  posts  that  may  be  vacant  will  be  filled  up, 
for  the  new  writs  to  issue.  Guesses  I  do  not  name,  not  to  be  obliged 
to  contradict  them.  The  new  Opposition  will  be  weak  in  numbers, 
and  have  none  at  all  but  dignified  cyphers  in  the  House  of  Lords. 
Lord  Rockinham's  party  was. not  numerous,  though  the  strongest  of 
any  single  faction ;  and  it  loses  its  real  chief,  the  Duke  of  Richmond, 
and  a  few  more.  Fox  and  Burke  are  its  only  efficient  men.  There 
are  other  points  on  which  you  might  wish  to  question  me ;  but  I  do 
not  choose  to  tmte  more  than  might  be  in  the  newspapers,  but  with 
this  difllerence,  that  I  relate  nothing  but  facts  that  have  entity. 

*  Lord  Shelbume  having  been  promoted  to  the  head  of  the  TVeaanry,  and  Mr. 
Fox  and  Lord  John  Cavendish  having  resigned  their  respective  situatioos,  Mr. 
Thonoas  Townsend  and  Lord  Grantham  were  made  Secretaries  of  State,  and  Mr« 
Pitt  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  *•  Thus,*'  says  the  Bishop  of  Winchester,*"  did 
Mr.  Pitt,  when  he  was  little  more  than  twenty-three  years  old,  attain  the  impor- 
tant office  of  Finance  Minister  in  the  House  of  Commons,  where  all  measures  r^ 
lative  to  the  revenue  must  originate;  and  at  a  time  when  the  pecuniary  concemB 
of  the  country  were  known  to  be  in  a  state  of  the  greatest  embarrassment  in  cod- 
eequence  of  a  long  and  expensive  war,  which  still  continued.  He  did  not,  like 
other  eminent  statesmen,  whol)egan  their  political  career  in  the  House  of  Conimoi4 
previously  pass  through  some  subordinate  office ;  nor  did  he  wait  till  the  period  of 
life  which  had  hitherto  been  considered  as  necessary  to  mature  the  judgment,  aod 
to  qualify  even  men  of  the  most  brilliant  talents  for  the  higher  departments  of  ez* 
ecutive  government.  He  was  at  once,  at  this  early  age,  placed  in  a  sitottioa 
which  before  had  always  been  filled  by  persons  of  tried  discretion  and  loog-esti- 
blished  character,  and  which,  from  peculiar  circumstances,  was  now  attenddl  widi 
greater  difficulties  than  had  been  encountered  by  any  of  his  predeceesors.**  iwi 
vol.  i.  p.  8&— Ed. 
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Monday. 
The  meeting  at  Lord  Fitzwi)liam*s  was  not  so  unanimous  as  I  had 
heard.  Lord  Temple  was  warmly  with  the  Dulse  of  Richmond,  and 
two  or  three  other  Lords.  The  former,  it  is  supposed,  will  be  Se- 
cretary of  State  with  his  cousin  Pitt.  The  Duke  is  grossly  abused 
by  the  new  Separatists,  as  he  has  been  before  by  the  late  Adminis- 
tration. When  a  man  is  traduced  by  both  sides,  it  is  no  bad  symp- 
tom of  bis  virtue.  If  a  man  sacrifices  al]  parties  to  his.  momentary 
interest,  he  may  be  universally  despised,  but  he  does  not  provoke.  If 
his  change  proceeds  from  conscience,  he  must  be  aspersed,  that  bis 
integrity  may  not  shine.  As  the  Duke  was  conspicuously  more 
proper  for  the  first  post  than  Lord  Rockingham,  he  had^  more  reason 
to  be  dissatisfied  with  the  nomination  than  to  support  it.  The  tri- 
liog  post  of  Master  of  the  Ordnance  could  not  be  an  object  worthy  of 
his  ambition  or  selfishness ;  and,  by  retaining  it,  he  shows  he  did  not 
aim  at  a  higher. 

Tu^ay. 
If  any  thing  extraordinary  should  happen  before  Friday,  I  will 
write  again  on  that  day,  as  this  must  go  away  to-night.  I  shall  go 
to  Strawberry  at  the  end  of  the  week,  and  come  to  town  very  seldom 
before  winter ;  consequently  shall  know  nothing  but  general  news, 
which  I  shall  send  you  as  usual.  I  never  trouble  myself  about  the 
digposition  of  places ;  I  wish  for  peace  fervently,  and  must  preserve 
^my  own,  if  Tcannot  contribute  to  that  of  the  public  or  of  particulars. 
Luckily,  I  remember  that  I  am  older  than  almost  any  man  left  upon 
the  stage,  and  will  not  hobble  like  Nestor  to  the  Siege  of  Troy,  with 
boys  three  hundred  years  younger  than  myself,  who  would  be  tired 
of  my  old  stories  of  their  grandfathers.    Adieu  I 


LETTER  CCCLXXX. 

Strawberry  Hill,  July  21, 1782. 
YoTJE  letter  of  the  6th  which  I  received  to-day,  sets  me  to  writing, 
though  I  have  no  novelty  to  tell  you  since  the  new  arrangement  of 
the  Administration  ;*  of  which  I  think  I  gave  you  a  sketch  in  my 

*  Thi^  followine  is  a  list  of  the  Sbelburne  Administration, as  finally  settled: 
L»d  Sbelburne,  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury ;  Mr.  Pitt,  Chancellor  of  the  Ezche- 
qoer ;  Lord  "Grantham  and  Mr.  Thomas  Townaend,  Principal  Secretaries  of  Sute ; 
Lord  Thurlow,  Lord  Chancellor ;  Lord  Keppel,  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty ;  Lord 
Camden,  President  of  the  Council ;  Duke  of  GraAo^,  Lord  Privy  Seal ;  Duke  of 
iitichcDond,  Master-General  of  the  Ordnance ;  Lord  Ashburton,  Chancellor  of  the 
Dociiy  of  Lancaster;  Sir  George  Yonge,  Secretary  at  War ;  Henry  Dundas,  Esq.^ 
rreaaarer  of  the  Navy;  Colonel  Bar  re,  Paymaster  of  the  Forces;  Lloyd  KeoyoD, 
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]ast  of  the  9(h.  The  most  material  part  to  you  is  the  addition  of 
Lord  Grantham  as  Secretary  of  State.  He  is  a  sort  of  old  acquaint- 
ance of  yours  when  he  was  at  Vienna,  end  I  suppose,  at  Madrid; 
though  I  believe  you  never  met.  He  is  a  very  agreeable  pleasing 
man.    Lord  Shelburne  is  certainly  the  Minister  paramount. 

The  moment  is  certainly  a  solemn  one;  the  combined  fleets  are  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Channel,  but  Lord  Howe,  though  with  inferior  ibrcei 
is  watching  them,  and  is  very  diflferent  from  such  old  women  as 
Harda  or  Darby,  and  has  a  most  chosen  set  of  oflicers,  men,  and 
ships ;  ns  at  land  we  have  General  Conway,  instead  of  that  log  of 
wood,  Lord  Amherst,  whose  stupidity  and  incapacity  were  past 
belief,  though,  before  he  was  known,  he  was  for  a  moment  a  hero; 
for  more  moments  supposed  a  great  man,  the  Lord  knows  why. 

I  have  been  here  these  ten  days,  consequently  know  nothing  more 
than  what  you  see  in  the  papers ;  I  must  therefore  owe  the  rest  of 
my  letter  to  answering  yours.  It  is  not  worth  while  even  for  the  sake 
of  a  paragraph,  to  tell  you  that  my  last  morsel  of  gout  was  acquired 
by  being  blooded  twice  for  the  influenza,  which  I  had  one  of  the  first. 
I  am  now  mighty  well  for  me. 

I  am  quite  ignorant  of  your  nephew's  late  campaign  in  Kent,  of 
which  I  know  nothing  but  by  your  letter.  I  do  but  cast  my  eyes  on 
the  newspapers;  which.  &^&  detestable  for  their  lies,  blunders,  and 
scandal,  and  are  half  filled  by  letters  of  the  partisans  of  different  fac- 
tions, whose  sole  object  is  to  mislead  and  iilfuse  prejudices.  I  never 
look  at  the  advertisements  and  paragraphs  that  relate  to  elections; 
and  must  be  surfeited,  you  may  well  imagine,  after  sixty  years,  with 
the  clamours  of  parties,  with  which  I  have  nothing  to  do.  Your 
nephew  I  have  not  seen  for  some  time.  He  has;  I  think,  a  good  heart; 
but,  being  a  little  volatile  and  precipitate,  his  honesty  is  apt  to  make 
him  take  his  part  without  much  consideration.  This  may  draw  him 
into  difficulties,  but  not  disreputable  ones.  Experience  will  make  him 
more  wary ;  and  he  will  distrust  his  own  judgment,  when  he  finds  it 
is  not  an  infallible  guide. 

I  do  not  recollect  what  you  said  of  an  old  portruU :  you  told  me 
something  about  one,  but  I  forget  what ;  you  now  say  I  have  seen  it 
— not  to  my  knowledge.  My  memory  and  other  defects  tell  me  how 
old  I  grow.  I  hope  at  least  to  remember  that  I  do  forget.  Ancient 
folks  are  apt  to  parry  and  palliate  their  decays :  it  is  my  duty  to 
watch  them,  and  convince  myself  of  them ;  which  one  should  think 
would  not  be  difficult — but  self-love  is  such  a  flatterer !    Adieu  ! 

E«q.,  Attorney-General ;  Richard  Pepper  Arden,  Esq.,  Solicitor-General ;  Eiri 
Temple,  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland ;  and  the  Hon.  William  Wyndham  Grenville, 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant.— £o. 
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LETTER  C(XaLXXXf. 

Stnwberry  Hill,  Aug.  20, 17B2. 

I  iHD  ihink  it  long  since  I  beard  from  yoa ;  but  your  letter  of  July 
80th  explains  your  silence,  on  your  ignorance  to  whom  you  was  to 
address  yourself  on  the  late  changes.  In  fact,  no  new  Secretaries  of 
State  were  appointed  for  some  time,  none  therefore  could  write  to  you ; 
Dor  could  I  tell  you  who  was  your  new  principal,  till  you  had  one. 
Events  there  have  been  none  to  tell  you ;  for  the  hide-and-seek  at 
which  the  combined  fleets  have  been  playing  with  ours,  produced 
oone  till  each  returned  to  its  own  home.  Ours,  they  say,  is  to  relieve 
Gibraltar,  but  I  do  not  answer  for  the  truth.  I  have  been  in  town 
but  two  nights  for  a  great  while,  and  know  no  better  than  the  news- 
papers what  is  passing.  I  have  heard  here  that  we  have  abagdoned 
Georgia  and  the  Royalists  to  the  mercy  of  their  enemies ;  but  per- 
haps there  is  not  a  word  of  truth  in  it.  A  suburban  village  is  no 
very  authentic  cofTee-house.  Our  Jamaica  and  Leeward  fleets  are 
arrived  safely.  Such  articles  are  very  important  in  war,  though 
they  made  no  figure  in  the  history  of  a  campaign,  the  fleets 
might  almost  sail  up  hither ;  for  we  have  bad  such  incessant  deluges 
of  rain,  that  our  quiet'Thames  looks  like  a  little  turbulent  ocean,  and 
seems  settipg  up  for  itself  too,  like  others  of  its  sovereign's  domi- 
nions. 

Monsieur  de  Grasse  has  been  here^  and  was  graciously  treated ; 
which  is  more  than  it  is  thought  he  will  be  at  home.  I  hope  he  will 
not  be  used  as  inhumanly  as  poor  Admiral  Byng,  whose  fate  the 
French  so  justly  condemned.* 

I  shall  be  very  sorry  if  your  attendance  on  the  Duchess  of  Parma 
has  over-fatigued  you :  may  you  be  quit  for  the  ennui  which  such 
ceremonies  must  create  after  a  certain  age !  I  never  feel  my  an- 
tiquity so  much  as  when  I  am  obliged  to  appear  at  any  of  those  func- 
tions. Courts  were  not  made  for  old  age;  it  requires  all  the  giddy 
insensibility  of  youth  not  to  be  struck  with  such  farces.  How  one 
should  smile  if  one  could  look  down  on  a  crowd  of  insects  acting  im- 
portance, dignity,  or  servility !  And  how  would  one  of  them  reci- 
procally smile,  could  they  observe  one  of  our  species  tottering  to  the 
last  to  so  foolish  a  pantomime !  The  young  are  a  sort  of  insects  who 
do  remark  that  foolishness  in  their  seniors — and  they  are  in  the  right. 

*  Count  de  Grease  landed  at  Portamoath.  on  the  5tb  of  August ;  where  he,  toge- 
ther with  his  officers,  were  most  hospitably  eutertained  by  Vice  Admiral  Sir  Peter 
Parker,  until  the  Count  had  permiseion  to  proceed  to  London.  During  his  stay  in 
the  metropolis,  he  took  up  his  residence  at  the  Royal  Hotel,  in  Pall-Mall.  The 
Count  was  the  first  commander-in-chief  of  a  French  fleet  or  army  who  had  been 
prisoner  in  £ogland  since  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne»  when  Marshal  Tallard  was 
taken  by  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  and  confined  to  the  town  and  environs  of  Not- 
tingham.   On  his  return  to  France,  the  Count  published  8  Memoire  Juatificatif. 

TOL.  II.— *22. 
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Most  things  are  excusable  in  youth,  and  almost  all  things  become 
them.    Few  become  the  old  but  propriety^  and  that  kind  of  quiet 
common-sense  that  avoids  particularities,  and  dreads  to  make  itself 
talked  of.    Thus  it  would  be  affectation  in  you,  who  wear  a  public 
character,  not  to  conform  to  its  duties.     But  when  I  see  men  late  in 
life  thrust  themselves  into  the  world's  face  without  a  call,  I  feel  a 
contemptuous  pity  for  them — but  they  are  always  punished:  they 
find  themselves  misplaced ;  and,  the  more  they  try  to  adapt  them- 
selves to  the  tone  of  an  a^e  to  which  they  belong  not,  the  more  awk- 
wardly they  succeed.    !Not  only  the  fashions  in  ^ress  and  manners 
change,  but  the  ways  of  thinking,  nay,  of  speaking  and  pronouncing. 
Even  the  taste  in  beauty  and  wit  alters.    A  Helen,  or  a  Lord  Ro* 
Chester,  perhaps,  would  pot  be  approved  but  in  one  specific  half-cea- 
tury.     Sir  William  Temple  says,  that  the  Earl  of  riorwich,*  who 
had  been  the  wit  of  the  Court  of  Charles  the  First,  was  laughed  at  in 
that  of  Charlesihe  Second.     I  myself  remember  that  Lord  Leicestent 
who  had  rather  a  jargon  than  wit,  which  was  much  admired  in  his 
day,  having  retired  for  a  few  years,  and  returning  to  town  after  a 
new  generation  had  come  about,  recommenced  his  old  routine,  but 
was  taken  for  a  driveller  by  the  new  people  in  fashion,  who  neither 
understood  his  phrases  nor  allusions.     At  least,  neither  man  nor  wo- 
man that  has  been  in  vogue  must  hazard  an  interregnum,  and  hope 
to  resume  the  sceptre.     An  actor  or  actress  that  is  a  favourite  may 
continue  on  the  stage  a  long  time;  theii^  decays  are  not  described^at 
least  not  allowed  by  those  who  grow  old  along  with  them ;  and  the 
young,  who   come  into   the  world  one  by  one,  hearing  such  per- 
formers applauded,  believe  them  perfect,  instead  of  criticizing :  but  if 
they  quit  the  stage  for  a  few  years,  and  return  to  it,  a  large  crop  of 
new  auditors  has  taken  possession,  are  struck  with  the  increased  de- 
fects, and  do  not  submit,  when  in  a  body,  to  be  told  by  the  aged  that 
such  a  performer  is  charming,  when  they  hear  and  see  to  the  con- 
trary. 

I  wrote  this  two  days  ago,  but  have  heard  nothing  to  add.  The 
war  seems  to  partake  of  old  age,  and  to  be  grown  inactive — ^.I  wish 
it  may  be  grown  so  old  as  to  die  soon.  Sir  William  Draper,  some 
weeks  ago,  preferred  a  complaint  in  form  against  General  Murray; 
but  the  Judge  Advocate  said  it  was  not  sufficiently  specific.     I  believe 

*  George  Goringf,  in  1682,  created  Lord  Goring,  and  in  1644,  for  the  great  fl6^ 
vices  he  had  rendered  to  Charles  L,  advanced  to  the  dignity  of  Earl  of  Norwich. 
In  the  preceding  year  he  was  sent  Amhassador  Extraordinary  to  Paris.  *'  I  went 
to  meet  him,"  says  Evelyn,  "  in  a  cooch  and  six  horses,  at  the  palace  of  M.  dc  Bi** 
sompiere,  where  I  saw  that  gallant  person,  his  gardens,  terraces,  and  rare  prospec!* 
My  Lord  was  waited  upon  by  the  Master  of  the  Ceremonies,  and  a  very  great 
cavalcade  of  men  of  quality,  to  the  Palace  Cardinal,  where  he  had  audience  of  tlie 
French  Ring,  and  the  Queen-Regent  his  mother,  in  the  Golden  Cbam6er  of  Pre- 
sence."— Eo. 

t  Thomas  Coke,  created,  in  1725,  Lord  Level  of  Minster- Level,  in  Oxfordshire, 
and,  in  1744,  Viscount  Cojie  of  Holkham,  and  Earl  of  Leicester  ;  which  titles  be- 
came extinct  at  his  death  in  1759.-*£d. 
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he  has  given  one  now  less  general ;  but  the  cause  cannot  be  tried  yet 
for  want  of  Colonel  Pringle,  who  was  hostage  for  the  transport  ves- 
sels. The  King's  youngest  son,  Prince  Alfred,  was  at  the  point  of 
death  this  morning.     He  is  not  two  years  old.^    Adieu ! 


LETTER  CCCXXXLU. 

Strawberry  Hill,  Friday  evening,  Aug.  30, 1782. 
I  HAVE  this  moment  received  from  London  your  letter  which  Car- 
dini  brought,  and  shall  send  one  of  my  servants  to  town  to-morrow 
morning  with  this  answer,  and  conclude  he  will  not  be  set  out  on  his 
return.  As  it  will  not  go  unless  by  him,  I  can  have  no  difficulty  of 
writing  freely  to  you ;  and  yet  you  will  be  surprised  at  the  very  little 
ioformation  I  can  give  you.  In  short,  I  have  totally  done  with  poli- 
tics—even with  thinking  on  them,  when  I  can  help  it.  This  country 
is  absolutely  lost.  I  mean  past  recovery.  The  phrensy  of  the  Ame- 
rican war  was  pushed  so  far  and  so  long,  that,  besides  flinging  away 
ail  we  had  acquired  in  near  two  centuries,  doors  have  been  thrown 
open  to  a  thousand  collateral  misfortunes.  Our  credit  has  been 
screwed  to  a  pitch  that  imminently  endangers  it  all.  There  is  an 
enormous  debt  yet  unprovided  for ;  nevertheless,  the  vast  current  ex- 
pense continues.  Ireland  has  shaken  us  oflf— not  unfortunately,  if  it 
goes  no  farther  ;  for  it  will  flourish,  which  our  jealousy  hindered. 
Scotland,  after  doing  us  every  mischief  to  the  end  of  the  last  reign, 
and  after  engrossing  every  thing  in  the  present,  seems  to  be  at  the 
eve  of  setting  up  for  itself  too.  When  it  was  little  to  be  expected, 
at  leisist  not  five  months  before,  a  change  happened  in  the  spring, 
which  delivered  us  at  last  from  so  criminal  an  Administration,  The 
netv  one,  it  is  true,  was  but  ill-cemented,  and  was  dissolved  by  Lord 
Rockinghani^s  death  in  three  months;  and  in  three  days  the  re- 
mainder split  to  pieces.t 

*  Prince  Alfred,  the  King's  ninth  son,  was  born  on  the  22Qd  of  September,  1780, 
and  died  on  the  20tb  of  August,  178*2.— Ed. 

t  On  the  death  of  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  all  the  members  of  the  Adminis- 
tration resigned,  with  the  exception  of  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Lord  Keppel. 
The  following  strictures  on  the  Admiral's  retention  of  oflSce  after  the  retirement 
of  bis  friends,  are  from  Horace  Walpole's  Unpublished  Memoirs  of  the  Reign  of 
George  the  Third  :-^ 

/"The  point  that  stuck  most  with  the  Duke  of  Richmond  was  his  cousin  and 
friend.  Admiral  Keppel,  whom  the  zeal  of  Lord  Rockingham  and  the  Cavendishes 
OD  his  trial,  called  on  to  fulfil  his  debt  of  gratitude.  To  Lord  Shelburne  he  had  no 
obligations ;  to  the  Duke  of  Richmond  the  same  as  to  the  Cavendishes.  The  Duke 
did  prevent  the  Adroirars  immediate  resignation ;  but  lie  decfared  be  meditated  it, 
Old  did  intend  it  so  much,  that  he  satisfied  the  Cavendishes ;  and  they,  in  their 
torn,  chose  to  seem  satisfied,  that,  by  maintaining  friendship  with  him,  they  might 
preserve  opportunities  of  urging  him  to  resign.  This  dubious  conduct  of  Keppel 
led  the  Duke  to  profess  the  same  kind  of  neutr&l  ambiguity.    Keppel  professed  to 
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I  confess  I  had  neither  youth  nor  perseverance  enough  to  form  any 
new  plan  of  hopes  for  my  country.  I  took  the  resolution  of  abandon- 
ing even  speculation  and  observation ;  and  now,  literally,  never  to 
much  as  ask  a  political  question.  I  have  no  quarrels,  no  enemies. 
I  wish  most  heartily  well  to  Mr.  Conway  and  the  Duke  of  Richmond ; 
I  have  always  been  civilly  and  obligingly  treated  by  Lord  Shelburne, 
therefore  there  is  no  disgust  in  my  conduct :  but  I  am  so  mortified  it 
the  fall  of  England,  I  see  so  little  or  ho  prospect  of  its  ever  being  a 
great  nation  again,  that  I  have  not  courage  to  hope  about  it.  I  ba?e 
outlived  the  glory  of  my  family  and  of  my  country.  Houghton  and 
England  are  alike  stripped  of  all  their  honours.^— But,  instead  of  decla- 
mation, I  will  answer  your  letter. 

Gibraltar,  I  am  persuaded  will  follow  Minorca,  if  not  already  gone. 
So  far  from  the  fleet  being  sailed  to  its  relief,  part  is  gone  in  pursuit  of 
the  Dutch  to  the  Baltic,  though  the  Dutch  are  really  in  the  Texel.  I 
truly  do  not  know  what  has  occasioned  this  strange  management 
The  papers  ring  with  dissensions  in  the  Fleet ;  but  the  particulars  I 
have  not  heard,  for  I  have  not  been  in  London  this  month.  Rodney, 
too,  let  the  French  fleet,  that  he  tiad  beaten  and  cooped  up,  slip  out; 
which  will  probably  occasion  the  loss  of  New  York.  The  East  Indies 
are  not  secure  either.  Mr.  Fitzherbert*  is  gone  to  Paris  to  treat. 
When  tfiey  have  quite  ruined  us,  perhaps  they  may  grant  us  a  peace. 

retain  the  Admimlty  byt  till  the  peace ;  the  Dnke  the  Ordnance,  till  he  ahooM 
complete  his  reforms.  It  would  have  been  improper  in  Keppel  to  resign  al  that 
moment :  he  had  sent  Admiral  Pigot  to  supersede  Lord  Rodney,  who  had  jost  ob- 
tained a  great  victory.  News  had  dome  of  the  Quebec  fleet  being  taken :  had 
Keppel  retired  then,  he  would  have  opened  new  ways  to  his  enemies  of  loadiof 
him  with  obloquy,  and  given  them  JPpwer  to  oppress  him." 

In  furnishing  the  Hon.  and  Rev.  Thomas  Keppel  with  the  above  e;ctFBct,  the  late 
lamented  Lord  Holland  accompanied  it  with  the  following  note:  ^  Walpole  calla 
Keppers  conduct  'dubious;'  but  his  motives  were  avowed  and  correct,  and  be 
acted  up  to  them.  He  gave  his  reasons  for  not  resigning;  and  his  friends  who  di4 
resign  never  complained  of  them ;  and,  when  those  reasons  ceased,  he  followed 
their  example,  fulfilled  his  intentions^  and  resigned  before  the  termination  of  Lonl 
Shelburne's  Ministry." 

The  reasons  for  Lord  Keppers  continuing  in  office  after  the  resignation  of  his 
friends  are  seated  by  bis  able  biographer  to  have  been  these  :  "  Two  Admirals  at 
that  time  employed — Barrington  was  one  (the  writer  is  not  quite  certain  of  tbe 
name  of  the  other)-— entertained  so  low  an  opinion  of  the  honesty  of  a  Tory  go- 
vernment, that  they  signified  to  Lord  Keppel  their  determination  to  keep  their  flags 
flying  no  longer  than  he  retained  oflice ;  Barrington  (who  was  second  in  commaod 
at  Gibraltar)  sayin?,  with  professional  bluntness,  in  reference  to  the  party  likely  to 
succeed  Keppel,  *  f  should  not  consider  my  life  safe  in  tbe  hands  of  such  soovo- 
drels !'  To  avoid  the  confusion  that  would  arise  from  the  sudden  retirement  of 
these  officers,  Keppel  consented  to  remain  until  the  peace  (the  preliminaries  of 
which  were  in  the  course  of  signature)  was  finally  arranged."  Life,  vol.  ii.  p* 
400.-ED. 

*  Alleyne  Fitzherbert,  Esq.,  afterwards  created  Lord  St  Helen's.  In  March 
1777,  he  had  been  appointed  British  Minister  at  Brussels,  and  resided  at  that  Court 
till  August  1782,  when  he  was  sent  to  Paris  by  the  new  administration  with  the  com* 
mission  of  sole  plenipotentiary  for  negotiating  a  peace  with  the  Crowns  of  France 
and  Spain,  and  tbe  States-General  of  the  United  Provinces.    To  a  letter  writen  by 
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This  is  a  summary  of  our  situation,  and  of  that  of  my  mind;  the 
latter  certainly  is  not  important.enough  to  be  blended  with  the  former, 
but  was  absolutely  necessary  to  explain  why  I  can  tell  you  so  little, 
and  to  prevent  your  concluding  that  there  is  some  mystery  or  reserve 
in  my  behaviour :  but  as  no,  changes  make  any  either  in  my  principles 
or  fortune,  you  may  be  very  sure  that  I  am  sincere,  and  that  my  po* 
litics  have  never  had  any  object  but  first,  the  liberty,  and  then,  the 
honour  of  my  country.  My  friends  have  more  than  once  succeeded ; 
yet  I  have  neveir  accepted  or  asked  the  smallest  emolument  for  my- 
self. I  may  then,  at  sixty <>five,  say  that  I  have  never  varied ;  but  one 
may  be  tired  out — I  am^  I  own ;  and  though  I  never  meant  to  profit 
by  the  splendour  of  my  country,  I  cannot  be  so  fond  of  it  in  its  de- 
pression and  rags. 

I  shall  continue  to  send  you  any  striking  novelties;  though,  by  the 
account  I  have  given  you  of  myself,  I  must  become  a  less  valuable 
correspondent.  Indifference  is  not  a  good  ingredient  in  letters — ^I 
think,  in  nothing ;  no,  not  where  it  is  demanded,  and  commonly  pre- 
tend^, in  history.  But,  if  the  writer  does  not  keep  his  word,  neither 
is  the  reader  displeased ;  nay,  if  he  is,  it  is  only  because  the  historian 
is  not  partial  on  the  same  side  as  his  reader. 

We  have  had  the  most  deplorably  wet  summer  that  ever  I  remem* 
ber,  after  three  hotter  than  any  in  my  memory.  But  I  may  as  well 
finish  when  I  have  nothing  better  to  talk  of  than  the  weather;  it 
shows  what  a  retired  and  insipid  mortal  I  am. 

I  frequently  ask  Mrs.  Noel,  whom  I  see  often  at  Twickenham  Park, 
about  your  nephew ;  but  she  has  only  heard  of  him  once  at  a  cricket* 
match,  a  proof  of  his  being  well.  Cardini  assured  me,  by  a  line,  that 
be  left  you  so,  which  he  knew  would  be  the  most  welcome  news  he 
could  give  me :  and,  if  he  saw  me,  he  would  carry  you  as  favourable 
an  account  of  me;  for,  though  I  think  myself  older  than  any  body 
of  my  age,  my  health  in  general  is  very  good,  and  I  am  content  with 
it ;  and,  though  my  spirits  are  less  nimble  than  they  were,  they  are 
I  never  low.  Adieu  I  my  dear  sir.  Shall  not  we  be  very  venerable  in 
the  annals  of  friendship  ?  What  Orestes  and  Pylades  ever  wrote  to 
\    each  other  for  four  and  forty  years  without  once  meeting  7    Adieu ! 

Lord  GraDtham,  the  new  Secretary  of  State,  to  Dr.  Franklio,  of  which  Mr.  Fitzher- 
bert  was  the  bearer,  the  Doctor,  on  the  llth  of  September,  replied:  '*  You  do  me 
justice  in  believing  that  I  agree  with  you  in  earnestly  wisiiing  the  establishment  of 
an  honourable  and  lasting  peace ;  and  I  am  happy  to  be  assured  by  your  Lordship, 
that  it  is  the  system  of  the  Ministers  with  whom  you  are  co-operating.  I  know  it 
to  be  the  sincere  desire  of  the  United  States ;  and,  with  such  dispositions  on  both 
tides,  there  is  reason  to  hope,  that  the  good  work  ia  its  progress  will  meet  with 
little  difficulty."— Eo. 


28* 
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LETTER  CCCLXXXra. 

Strawberry  Hill,  Sept  8, 1783. 

Two  days  after  your  letter  by  Cardini,  I  received  yours  of  the  I7th 
of  last  month,  which  you  had  written  before  that  by  him,  but  which, 
as  you  foresaw,  his  diligence  would  precede.  I  now  write  merely 4o 
answer  what  you  say  about  Mozzi's  business,  for  I  do  not  know  a 
tittle  of  news. 

As  the  Cavalier  is  coming  himself,  I  saw  no  cause  of  delivering  his 
letter  to  Mr.  Duane:  however,  as  he  had  mentioned  it  to  Sharpe,  I 
did  deliver  it;  and  the  next  day  received  anoth^  from  Sharpe,  of 
Mozzi  to  him,  with  his  own  opinion,  that  I  should  either  take  the 
whole  on  myself,  or  accept  of  Mr.  Duane.  I  confess,  this  shuffling 
did  provoke  me,  and  I  have  given  it  to  Sharpe  pretty  roundly.  I  told 
him,  that  when  I  proposed  Mr.  Duane,  be  (Sharpe)  would  not  con- 
sent, thbugh  Lucas  had  approved  of  him.  I  was  glad  thus  to  sow 
division  between  these  two.  From  my  Lord  I  expect  no  justice;  bot 
I  will  let  him  and  them  hear  the  truth  whenever  I  have  occasion.  I 
never  trouble  myself  about  him  or  them  but  when  they  come  across 
me,  though  the  usage  f  have  received  from  all  would  exasperate  a 
cooler  temper  than  mine. 

To  this  moment  my  Lord  has  not  paid  my  brother  or  me  on  shil- 
ling of  our  fortunes,  though  bound  by  bond  to  pay  us  on  his  mother's 
death ;  nor  sixpence  of  the  interest,  though  due  from  the  date  of  the 
bonds.  When  he  sold  the  collection  of  pictures  at  Hobghton,  he  de- 
clared at  St.  James*s  that  he  was  forced  to  it,  to  pay  the  fortunes  of 
his  uncles — which  amounted  but  to  ten  thousand  pounds ;  and  he  sold 
the  pictures  for  forty,  grievously  to  our  discontent,  and  without  any 
application  from  us  for  our  money,  which  he  now  retains,  trusting 
that  we  will  not  press  him,  lest  he  should  disinherit  us,  were  we  to 
outlive  him.  But  we  are  not  so  silly  as  to  have  any  such  expecta- 
tions at  our  ages ;  nor,  as  he  has  sold  the  pictures,  which  we  wished  to 
have  preserved  in  the  family,  do  We  care  what  he  does  with  the  estate. 
Would  you  believe — yes,  for  he  is  a  madman,— that  he  is  refurnishing 
Houghton ;  ay,  and  with  pictures  too — and  by  Cipriani.  That  flimsy 
scene-painter  is  to  replace  Guido,Clau4p  Lorraine,  Rubens,  Vandyke, 
Carlo  Maratti,  Albano,  Le  Suoeur,  &c. ;  and  with  subjects  out  oT  Ho- 
mer and  Dryden's  Fables,  selected  and  directed  by  his  Lordship  him- 
self. But  enough  !-*-it  is  madness  to  dwell  on  Bedlam  actuated  by 
attorneys  1 

I  am  perfectly  ignorant  of  the  state  of  the  war  abroad  ;  they  say 
we  are  in  no  pain  for  Gibraltar :  but  I  know  that  we  are  in  a  state  of 
war  at  home  that  is  shocking.  I  mean,  from  the  enormous  profusion 
of  house-breakers,  highwaymen,  and  foot-pads ;  and,  what  is  worse, 
from  the  savage  barbariiies  of  the  two  latter,  who  commit  the  most 
wanton  cruelties.  This  evil  is  another  fruit  of  the  American  war. 
Having  no  ven^  for  the  convicts  that  used  to  be  transported  to  our 
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late  colonies,  a  plan  was  adopted  for  confining  them  on  board  of 
lighters  for  the  term  of  their  sentences.  In  those  colleges,  under- 
graduates in  villany  commence  masters  of  arts*  and  at  the  expiration 
of  their  studies  issue  as  mischievous  as  if  they  had  taken  their  de- 
grees in  law,  physic,  or  divinity,  at  one  of  our  regular  universities ; 
but,  having  no  profession,  nor  testimonial  to  their  characters;  they 
can  get  no  employment,  and  therefore  live  upon  the  public.  In  short, 
the  grievance  is  so  crying,  that  one  dare  not  stir  out  after  dinner 
but  well-armed.  If  one  goes  abroad  to  dinner,  you  would  think  one 
waa  going  to  the  relief  of  Gribraltar.  You  may  judge  how  depraved 
we  are,  when  the  war  has  not  consumed  half  the  reprobates,  nor 
press-gangs  thinned  their  numbers !  But  no  wonder — ^how  should 
the  morals  of  the  people  be  purified,  when  such  frantic  dissipation 
reigos  above  them?  Contagion  does  not  mount,  but  descend.  A 
new  theatre  is  going  to.be  erected  merely  for  people  of  fashion,  that 
they  may  not  be  confined  to  vulgar  hours — that  is,  to  day  or  night. 
Fashion  is  always  silly,  for,  before  it  can  spread  far,,  it  must  be  cal- 
culated for  silly  people;  as  examples  of  sense,  wit,  or  ingenuity, 
could  be  imitated  only  by  a  few.  All  the  discoveries  that  I  can  per- 
ceive to  hav^  been  made  by  the  present  age,  ig  to  prefer  riding  about 
.  the  streets  rather  than  on  the  roads  or  on  the  turf,  and  being  too  late 
f  for  every  thing.  Thus,  though  we  have  more  public  diversions  than 
would  suffice  for  two  capitals,  nobody  goes  to  them  till  they  are  over. 
This  is  literally  true.  Ranelagh — that  is,  the  music  there,—  finished 
at  half  an  hour  after  ten  at  night ;  but  the  most  fashionable  set  out 
for  it,  though  above  a  mile  out  of  town,  at  eleven,  or  later.  Well ! 
but  is  not  this  censure  being  old  and  cross  7  were  not  the  charming 
people  of  my  youth  guilty  of  equivalent  absurdities  ?  O^,  yes ;  but 
the  sensible  folks  of  my  youth  had  not  lost  America,  nor  dipped  us 
in  wars  with  half  Europe  that  cost  us  fifteen  millions  a-year.  I  be- 
lieve the  Jews  went  to  Ranelagh  at  midnight,  though  Titus  was  at 
Knightsbridge.  But  Titus  demolished  their  Ranelagh  as  well  as  Je- 
rusalem.   Adieu! 


LETTER   CCCLXXXIV. 

Strawberry  Hill,  Sept.  25, 1782. 
I  DO  not  at  all  ffuess  when  this  letter  will  set  out ;  for  I  do  not 
know  when  I  shall  have  any  thing  to  put  into  it,  except  an  answer  to 
one  or  two  points  of  yours  of  the  15th  of  this  month,  which  I  have 
received  this  morning  so  soon,  that  I  suppose  the  East-wind  must 
have  brought  it  himself.  I  cannot  tell  why  your  nephew  neglected 
>o  many  posts ;  I  neither  believe  him  ill  nor  on  the  road  to  Florence, 
cither  of  which  I  think  I  should  have  heard  from  Mrs.  Noel ;  but  I 
shall  see  her  this  evening  at  Twickenham  Park,  and  will  ask  her. 
My  nephew,  who  is  going  to  you,  has  not  so  much  rea^n  for  that 
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journey.  He  was  disappointed  of  preferment  when  Lord  Shelbame, 
with  whom  he  had  connected  himself,  was  made  Secretary  of  State. 
However,  Mr.  Fox,  who  had  the  other  Seals,  named  Lord  Choimon- 
deley  for  the  embassy  to  Berlin.  When  those  two  Ministers  quar- 
relkdyLord  Cholmondeley  thought  it  became  him  to.follow  Mr.  Fox, 
and  resigned  his  unenjoyed  post.  This  is  what  1  have  heard ;  for  I 
have  not  seen  him  since  the  affair  happened,  nor  am  I  of  his  privy 
council. 

At  night 

I  have  been  at  the  Duchess  of  Montrose's.  Mrs.  Noel  knew 
nothing  of  your  nephew ;  but  Miss  Howe,  who  was  there  too,  had  a 
letter  to-day  from  her  sister,  General  Pitt*s  wife,*  who  is  at  the  camp 
at  Cox-heath,  and  happened  to  say  that  your  nephe^  was  there  the 
day  before  yesterday  with  the  son  and  daughter  of  your  brother 
Edward;  so,  t'other  Sir  Horace  is  neither  ill  nor  on  the  road  to  you. 
I  hope  you  know  so  from  himself  before  this* 

We  are  in  ho  pain  for  Gibraltar.  There  are  accounts  of  Lord 
Howe  having  passed  Lisbon.  We  reckon  that  the  Bourboniaa 
Princes  will  have  made  but  a  foolish  jauntf  Our  rich  fleet  from  the 
Baltic  is  arrived  with,  all  the  stores  we  wanted.  Thia  is  the  sum 
total  of  our  present  news,  and  the  relief  of  Gibraltar  will  probably  be 
all  we  shall  have  this  season.  By  the  silence  of  new  letters  from 
New  York,  the  fable  of  Colonies  revolting  from  the  Congress  is  quite 
annihilated.  Every  thing  is  mighty  quiet  here ;  and  as  the  Parliameot 
does  not  meet  till  the  very  end  of  Jwm^ber,  1  shall  probably  have 
very  little  to  tell  you  for  the  next  two  months. 

I  am  not  sorry  that  your  influenza  ended  in  a  little  gout,  which  will 
carry  it  off.  1  have  great  respect  for  the  Gout,  though  it  has 
broken  my  limbs  to  pieces,  like  the  rack ;  but  it  is  like  the  Turk,  it 
seldom  *   . 

•• bears  a  brother  near  the  throne." 

I  am  afraid  it  will  not  cure  a  famine.  We  expected  one  from  a 
very  different  cause — from  heat  and  draught.  In  this  region  of 
humidity  never  was  so  wet  a  summer  as  the  present;  but  we  bad  a 

*  GeDeral  Sir  William  Augustus  Pitt,  K.  R,  brother  to  George  Jiord  Riven^ 
married  Mary,  sidter  of  Kichard  the  fourth  Viscount  Howe.— E2d. 

t  The  length  and  celebrity  of  the  siege,  rendered  more  interesting  by  the  fane 
of  the  extraordinary  preparations  now  going  on  by  sea  and  land,  had  drawn  ?oIuq« 
teers  from  every  part  of  Europe  to  the  camp  before  Gibraltar ;  and  not  only  the 
nobility  of  Spain,  bat  many  of  other  countries  wer«  assembled,  either  to  display 
their  valour,  or  to  gratify  curiosity  in  beholding  such  a  naval  and  military  spectacle 
as,  it  was  probable,  had  never  before  been  exhibited.  The  arrival  of  two  Prioces 
of  the  blood-royal  of  France,  served  to  increase  the  splendour  of  the  scene.  rHie 
Count  d'Artois,  and  his  cousin  the  Duke  de  Bourbon,  seemed  eager  to  immortalise 
their  names,  by  partaking  of  the  glory  of  so  signal  an  enterprise  as  the  recovery  of 
Gibraltar  to  the  crown  of  their  kmsman  and  ally.  So  oonfideotly  was  success  an- 
ticipated, that  the  Duke  de  Crillon  was  thought  extremely  cautious  of  hazarding  ao 
opinion,  when  he  allowed  so  long  a  term  as  fourteen  days  to  the  certainty  of  heiog 
in  possession  of  the  place.— Ed. 
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pareotbesis  of  fine  weather  for  ten  days,  that  housed  most  of  the  com* 
of  which  there  were  ptenty.  Grass  and  leaves  we  have  in  such  aban* 
dance,  that  our  landscapes  are  even  uncommonly  luxuriant  Nebu« 
cbadnezzar,  who  used  to  eat  his  dominions,  wouhl  here  be  the^most 
opolent  prince  upon  earth. 

Our  papers  say»  Lady  Hamilton  is  dead  at  Naples.  I  am  very  sornr 
for  her;  but  I  hope,  as  she  was  a  good  fortune  in  land,  that  Sir  Wil* 
liam  loses  nothing  by  her  death.  If  you  write  to  him,  pray  mention 
my  concern. 

aoth. 
My  answer  to  your  last  would  be  so  mouldy  if  I  detained  this  any 
longer,  that  I  determine  to  send  it  away.  I  might  keep  it  back  to  the 
end  of  the  week,  by  which  time  some  accoupt  of  Lord  Howe  and 
Gibraltar  is  expected ;  but  that  event  may  reach  you  before  my  letter 
could.  I  shall  content  myself  if  I  am  able  to  wish  you  joy ;  for  I  reckon 
Gibraltar  in  your  department,  especially  as  your  vigilance  and  activ- 
ity extend  themselves  to  every  possible  duty  that  you  can  hook  into 
your  province* 
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Strawberry  Hill,  Oct.  12, 1782. 
An  hour  after  I  had  sent  my  last  to  town  for  the  Secretary's  office^ 
I  received  the  account  of  the  demolition  of  the  Spanish  floating  but- 
teries at  Gibraltar.*  There  was  no  occasion  for  sending  a  postscript 
after  my  letter  as  I  was  sure  you  must  learn  that  great  success  before 
my  relation  could  reach  you,  especially  as  our  intelligence  came  from 

*  On  tbe  Idth  of  September,  the  ten  floating:  batteries  of  the  enemy  were  ob- 
i^ed  to  be  moored  in  a  line,  lyinff  parallel  to  tbe  Rock,  aad  at  about  nine  handred 
yanls'  diatance.  Tbe  sorroundiag  bills  were  covered  with  people;  and  it  seemed ae 
if  all  Spain  had  assembled  to  behold  the  spectacle.  Tbe  cannonade  and  bombard- 
ment, on  all  sides  and  in  all  directions,  from  tbe  isthmus,  the  sea,  and  the  various 
^rks  of  the  fortress,  was  tremendous  beyond  example.  The  prodigious  showera 
of  red-hot  balls,  of  bombe.  and  of  carcasses,  which  filled  the  ahr,  astonished  the 
commanders  of  the  allied  forces.  A  scene  more  terrible  than  this  day  and  the  sac- 
ceediDff  night  exhibited,  imagination  could  not  conceive.  By  two  in  the  morning, 
fte  Admirars  ship  and  the  ship  commanded  by  tbe  Prince  of  Nassau  were  m 
f^KDOB,  and  the  rest  took  fire  successively.  The  ten  floating  batteries  were  all 
CQQMimed.  **  Such,'^  says  the  historian  of  this  mighty  achievement,  **  was  the  sig* 
^  and  complete  defensive  victory  obtained  by  a  comparatively  handful  of  brave 
men  over  the  combined  eflbrts  and  united  powers,  by  sea  and  by  land,  of  two  great, 
warlike,  and  potent  nations^  who,  sparing  no  expense  or  exertion  of  art  for  the  at- 
tainment of  a  favourite  object,  exceeded  all  former  example,  as  well  in  the  roag- 
nitode  as  io  the  formidable  nature  of  their  preparations ;  a  victory  which  has  ^ed 
angnal  blaze  of  glory  over  the  whole  garrison,  but  which  cannot  fiiil  particularlv 
toimiDortalize  the  name  of  General  Eliott,  and  to  hand  down  to  posterity,  with 
winguished  hoooor,  those  of  laeutenant-General  Boyd  and  the  other  principal 
Qfficen.— Ed. 
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the  Continent*  We  have  heard  nothing  but  confirmations  of  that 
shining  advantage,  and  assertions  that  the  combined  fleets  mean  to 
dispute  the  watll  with  Lord  Howe.  He  has  been  detained  by  adverse 
winds';  but  we  depend  on  Eiiott's  being  as  firm  aa  bis  rocks  (which 
are  all  that  are  left  of  Gibraltar)  to  maintain  them  till  he  is  relieved, 
or  has  nothing  but  his  rocks  left  to  eat.  The  winds,  the  only  powers 
that  have  made  a  figure  in  this  war,  have  been  playing  the  devil: 
we  have  lost  two  men*of-  war ;  and  the  Jamaica  fleet,  that  were  dis- 
persed by  a  storm  are  not  all  arrived.  The  enemies  have  probably 
not  fared  better ;  for  the  winds,  like  the  armed  nautrality,  mean  no 
good  to  any  body. 

This  nothing  is  all  I  have  to  say;  so,  must  tarry  till  something  hap- 
pens.  I  am  sorry  our  correspondence  makes  us  resemble  vultures 
that  live  upon  carcasses,  and  banquet  where  there  is  a  notable  destruc- 
tion of  the  human  species.    Oh  I  I  had  rather  it  starved ! 

15tb. 
Our  generals  and  admirals  are  very  inattentive  people  i  they  seem 
to  forget  that  our  correspondence  depends  on  them.  Eliott  and  Lord 
Howe  have  not  sent  me  a  paragraph  for  you  this  fortnight.  I  have 
not  a  dish  for  your  table,  brother  vulture !  but  a  dozen  Jamaica  ships 
that  have  been  cast  away ;  and  you  are  too  much  the  representative 
of  the  royal  eagle  to  be  content  with  such  vulgar  food.  A  public  mi- 
nister cannot  descend  to  feast  on  merchantmen.  Well !  if  it  is  pos- 
jsible,  you  shall  have  an  arm  of  the  Compte  d'Artois ;  or  a  leg  of  the 
Duke  of  Bourbon;  or,  which  you  would  like  better,  on  Mediterranean 
accounts,  the  heart  of  the  Due  de  Crillon  !  A  propos,  I  hear  Sir  Wil- 
liam Draper  persists  in  bringing  General  Murray  to  a  court-martial; 
of  which  he  will  probably  make  nothing. 

16ih. 
I  have  just  received  yours  of  September  28th,  when  you  had  not 
heard  of  the  destruction  of  the  floating  batteries;  though  it  had 
reached  us  on  the  29th,  and  even  me,  who  live  ten  miles  out  of  the 
world,  on  the  dOth.  I  was  told  yesterday,  that  in  London  the  siege 
is  believed  to  be  raised.  I  hope  do,  and  that  there  will  be  no  mas- 
sacres there:  though  it  is  thought  that  the  combined  fleets  will  fight 
Lord  Howe — it  is  not  my  opinion ;  but  what  signifies  making  con- 
jectures on  what  is  passed  by  this  lime  one  way  or  the  other?  I 
shall  no  longer  wait  for  the  event,  but  send  this  to  town  to-morrow, 
meagre  as  it  is. 


TO  SIR  HORACE  MANN.  363 


LETTER  CCCLXXXVL 

Strawberry  Hill,  Oct  23, 1782. 
Since  I  wrote  last,  I  have  received  yours  of  October 5'th,  when  you 
did  not  know  of  the  demolition  of  the  Spanish  floating  batteries ;  which 
.  surprises  me,  as  it  happened  on  the  13th  of  September,  and  I  had 
learnt  it  on  the  30th,  though  certainly  1  take  no  trouble  to  get  intel- 
iigeoce,  but  am  here  quite  ignorant  of  all  that  passes.  By  the 
eormnon  newspapers  I  see  that  the  raising  of  the  siege  is  still  believed, 
and  that  no  account  is  received  yet  of  Lord  Howe,*  for  which  the* 
poblic  is  as  impatient  as  it  is  at  present  for  any  thing ;  which  is  be- 
cause  it  is  the  chief  object  of  the  moment.    The  public  does  not  fa- 

*0n  the  11th  of  September,  Lord  Howe  bad -sailed  fjeom  Portsoioath  with  thirty- 
Warships  of  the  line,  several  frigates  and  fire-shipe,  a  fleet  of  transportii,  victual- 
lers, and  store -ships,  with' a  body  of  troops  on  board,  for  the  relief  of  Gibraltar. 
He  was  accompanied  by  as  brave  and  able  a  set  of  naval  officers  as  had  ever  been 
joioed  in  aT\y  service.  The  following  occurrence,  which  took  plate  during  the 
pMBatfe,  is  related  by  Mr.  Tucker:  *'  A  battle  with  the  combined  fleets  of  France 
lod  Spain  was  fully  expected ;  and,  tbe  enemy  being  in  .very  superior  force.  Lord 
Howe  was  desirous  of  ascertaining  the  sentiments  of  the  senior  officers  wider  bis 
command,  whether^  if  an  option  presented  itself,  the  day  or  the  night  would  be 
more  eligible  for  the  action.  It  was  understood  that,  as  against  such  an  out-num- 
bering force,  his  Lordship's  own  prepossession  was  in  favour  of  the  night,  in  con- 
fidence that  the  discipline  and  practice  of  the  British  fleet  would  compensate  for 
tbejr  ioferiorily  in  numbers,  while  in  the  darkness  the  disparity  would  be  lees  per- 
ceptible. On  the  first  opportunity  during  the  passage,  his  Lordship  assembled  all 
ibeflfl^officers  and  captains  on  board  the  Victory,  and  having  fully  stated  the  pro- 
iable  chances,  coinmenciog  with  the  junior  officer,  according  to  the  practice  of 
court8.marual,'.he  requested  their  voice  separateljr.  Every  officer  accorded  "with 
vhat  was  supposed  to  be  also  the  commander*in-cbief 's  views,  until  it  came  to  the 
tarn  of  Sir  John  Jervis ;  but  he  dissented.  Expressing  regret  that  his  duty  com* 
pelled  him  to  ofiTcr  an  opinion  contrary,  not  only  to  that  of  his  brother  officers,  but 
&lso,  as  he  feared,  to  that  of  the  commander-in-chief,  *  he  was  satisfied,  that,  if  tbe 
choice  of  a  day  or  aight  battle  were  afforded,  the  former  would  be  greatly  prefera- 
ble. In  the  first  pl^ce  it  would  give  the  fleet  the  benefit  of  the  able  direction  and 
Uctics  of  his  Lordship,  who  might  take  the  more  prompt  advantage  of  any  mistake 
on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  or  of  any  fluctuation  of  wind,  to  make  a  successful  im- 
pression on  the  most  vulnerable  point  Then,  the  execution  of  any  evolution  they 
attempted  would  be  materially  aided  by  the  admirable  code  of  day-signals,  which 
his  Lordship  had  then  lately  introduced.  While,  in  the  m^Ue  of  a  battle  at  night, 
there  most  always  be  greater  risk  of  Separation,  and  of  ships  receiving  the  fire  of 
their  friends  as  well  as  foes  !*  Sir  John  concluded  by  strongly  urging  the  advan^ 
t&ges  of  a  daylight  fight.  After  him  the  senior  captains,  and  then  Rear-Admiral 
Sir  Richard  Hughes  and  Vice-Admiral  Milbanke,  gave  their  opfnion  in  conformity 
*ilh  the  junior  captains.  Vice  Admiral  Rirrington  alone  corwurring  with  Sir  John 
Jervis;  only  further  observing,  *  That  he  could  not  contemplate  that  any  ship  would 
be  found  wanting  in  the  day  of  battle;  yet,  should  there  unfortunately  be  a  shy 
cock  among  them,  daylight  would  expose  him.'  It  is  related,  that^rd  Howe  made 
DO  comment.  The  events  of  that  voyage  did  not  call  his  Lordship's  discretion  into 
wercise;  but  he  seems  afterwards  to  have  evinced  his  sense  of  the  soundness  of 
Sit  John  Jervis's  opinion,  by  the  course  he  adopted  on  the  evening  of  the  Slst  of 
Hay,  1794,  whea  the  enemy*s  fleet  were  directly  to  leeward  of  him.''  Life  of 
Ewl  St.  Vincent,  vol.  i.  p.  79.— Bo. 
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tigue  its  memory,  or  peDetratioD,  or  anxiety,  with  augbt  beyoiid 
what  18  exactly  before  its  eyes.  I,  in  deflference  to  the  mode,  and 
weary  of  having  seen  so  much  pass  before  mine  for  above  sixty  yean 
together,  have  still  greater  indifference,  as  becomes  me ;  and,  since 
the  nation  cares  so  little  about  its  own  affairs,  I  do  not  think  that  a 
veteran  half-superannuated  has  any  thing  to  do  with  them,  and  accord- 
ingly the  echo  suffices  for  me. 

'  I  smiled  at  my  nephew  the  Earl's  giving  you  so  good  an  account 
of  my  health.  It  is  a  true  one ;  but  he  must  have  shot  his  knowledge 
of  it  flying;  for  he  only  'saw  me  as  our  chaises  passed  each  other,  as 
he  was  going  to  take  leave  of  his  mother  at  Hampton  Court :  but  do 
not  mention  this.  When  people  come  to  me,  they  are  welcome; 
when  they  stay  away,  they  are  welcome  too :  I  make  myself  very 
easy  about  most  things.  When  I  was  young,  I  had  some  unpleasant 
uncles :  now  I  am  old,  I  have  not  much  joy  in  my  nephew^.  Very 
possibly  I  am  not  a  pleasant  uncle  to  them,  but  at  least  I  do  not  in- 
terfere with  their  pleasing  themselves;  and  so,  when  we  do  meet,  we 
are  upon  very  good  terms.  I  aim  at  nothing  but  to  perfect  traa- 
quillity ;  and  am  so  fortunate,  that,  if  nothing  disturbs  nrte,  my  own 
temper  never  does.  I  carefully  avoid  every  thing  that  can  create 
any  disquiet  to  me.  Old  folks  are  easily  forj^otten,  if  they  will  but 
have  the  sense  not  to  put  the  world  in  mind  of  them.  This  is  a  fa- 
vourite maxim  of  mine;  I  practise  it  very  carefully,  and  I  assure 
you  it  answers  to  my  sovereign  contentment.  I  find  it  one  of  the 
comforts  of  old  age,  that,  if  one  has  hoarded  experience,  one  may 
live  upon  it  very  agreeably  in  one's  latter  time.  One  can  execute 
one's  maxims  and  eood  resolutions.  In  youth,  our  passions  inter- 
pose and  conteract  them  ;  but  what  hinders  an  old  man  from  acting 
rationally,  if  he  pleases  ?  In  truth,  I  think  myself  very  happy  :  I  have 
gout  enough  to  serve  as  an  excuse  for  any  thing  I  don't  like  to  do, 
and  I  have  health  enough  to  allow  me  to  do  all  I  desire  to  do.  I  am 
not  so  infirm  as  to  be  a  prisoner :  I  am  grown  indolent  enough  to  think 
idleness  palatable,  and  yet  can,  and  like  to  amuse  myself.  I  per- 
ceive a  gradual  decay  of  my  faculties;  which  perception,  it  is  well- 
founded,  is  a  felicity,  as  ignorance  of  it  might  betray  me  into  ex- 
posing myself;  and  I  reflect  with  satisfaction,  that,  if  my  present 
ease  should  leave  me,  it  cannot  be  for  long. 

I  could  have  npthing  else  to  say,  when  I  have  talked  about  oiyself 
for  a  whole  page ;  but  if  to  a  friend  of  above  forty  years'  standing  a 
portrait  of  my  wrinkles  would  be  an  acceptable  present,  why  should 
not  the  picture  of  my  mind  be  so?  I  think  such  a  drawing  one  of 
.  the  few  things  desirable ;  I  cannot  interest  myself  about  the  young 
world.  The  small  number  of  my  remaining  old  friends,  and  the 
memory  of  the  past,  are  my  most  delicious  enjoyments.  However, 
as  your  life  is  not  chequered  with  so  many  solitary  hours  as  minei 
you  may  not  have  a  taste  for  such  reflections ;  and  therefore,  when  I 
have  the  least  article  of  news  to  send  you,  I  will  not  forget  that  I  am 
your  gazetteer,  and  not  your  philosopher. 


i 
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Strawberry  Hill,  Nov.  4, 1782. 

Ths  great  news  of  the  relief  of  Gibraltar  by  Lord  Howe  arrived 
this  day  se'nnigh^,  and  of  the  dispersion  of  the  combined  flebts  by  a 
stornii  in  which  they  lost  two  or  three  ships,  and  we  none.  This  is 
a  fine  reproof  to  his  Spanish  Majesty's  obstinacy.  What  pitiful 
beiogs  are  monarchs,  when  theyjinock  their  heads  against  winds  and 
seas— yet  even  then,  alas,  they  knock  other  heads  too  I  There  is 
something  sublime  in  this  little  island,  beset  with  foes,  calmly  des- 
patching its  own  safeguard  to  maintain  such  a  distant  possession.  I 
do  not  desire  a  codicil  with  a  victory,  which  must  be  dearly  bought: 
there  would  be  dignity  enough  in  returning,  after  having  performed 
the  intended  service.  For  these  two  days,  indeed^  there  has  been  the 
report  of  a  battle  much  in  our  favour,  though  with  the  loss  of  six 
ships;  but  I  hear  it  is  not  credited  in  London. 

You  are  going  to  lose  your  neighbour.  Lord  Mountstewart  :*  he  is 
no  farther  off  than  Turin.  They  talk  of  some  fracas  of  gallantry  ; 
bat  whether  that  was  the  cause,  or  politics,  I  am  totally  ignorant.  I 
know  nothing  but  what  the  newspapers  tell  me,  or  stragglers  from 
town.  Lord  Northington  is  the  successor.  I  am  little  acquainted 
with  him ;  but  he  ia  a  decent,  good  sort  of  a  man.f 

The  Parliament  will  meet  in^  three  week^ ;  which  must  have  some 
novelty,  when  the  Administration  is  a  new  bne.J    I  wish  it  may  be 

*  John  Stewart,  eldest  son  of  the  Earl  of  Bute.  In  1783  he  was  appointed  Am- 
Ittsador  Extraordinary  and  Plenipotentiary  to  the  Court  of  Spain.  In  1792  he  suc- 
ceeded his  father  in  the  Earldom  of  Bute,  and  in  1796  was  created  an  English  Mar- 
qoia,  by  the  title  of  Marquis  of  Bute.— Ed. 

t  Robert,  second  Earl  of  Northington.  The  appointment  alluded  to  did  not  take 
Flace.    His  Lordship  died  unmarried  in  1786,  when  the  title  expired. 

t  The  short  space  of  time  that  intervened  between  the  death  of  the  Marquis  of 
Buckingham  and  the  prorogation  of  Parliament  on  the  11th  of  July,  afibrded  no  op- 
portunity of  discovering  in  what  manner  the  House  of  Commons  stood  affected  to- 
vtids  the  changes  that  had  taken  place  in  the  administration  of  public  afl&irs  in 
ttoseqaence  of  the  former  event.  The  weight  of  the  new  Minister  in  that  assem- 
%,  either  from  political  connexion,  from  private  friendship,  or  public  favour,  was 
known  to  be  very  inconsiderable.  The  recess  of  Parliament  was  therefore  considered 
*i a  circumstance  highly  favourable  to  the  Minister,  by  enabling  him  to  take  steps 
for  forming  such  alliances  amongst  the  parties  out  of  power,  as  might  insure  some 
degree  of  strength  and  permanence  to  his  administration.  Of  Mr.  Pitt's  conduct 
<Ki  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  of  his  attempt  to  induce  Mr.  Fox  to 
become  a  member  of  the  Government,  the  Bishop  of  Winchester  gives  the  following 
iceouot :— "  Immediately  after  Mr.  Pitt  was  appointed  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
joer,  ho  left  Lincoln*8  Inn,  and,  having  taking  possession  of  his  official  house  in 
Downing  Street,  from  that  moment  devoted  his  whole  time  and  thoughts  to  the 
Knrice  to  his  country.  Besides  a  strict  attention  to  the  duties  of  his  peculiar  office, 
oe  omitted  no  opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted  with  the  business  of  every  de- 
ptrtmcDt  of  the  State ;  and  by  his  penetration  and  diligence  he  soon  acquired  t 
variety  of  information  both  as  to  foreign  and  domestic  politics.  The  connexion 
thich  had  subsisted  between  Lord  Shelbarne  and  Lord  Chatham  in  the  Utter  part 
VOL.  II. — 23 
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«8  new  by  being  pacific,  and  not  talk  of  one  camfaign  mare.  I  do 
not  forget  how  oflen  I  have  ended  my  letters  with  wishes  for  peace— 
almost  as  frequently  as  Lord  Chesterfield  talks  of  the  Graces:  how- 
ever,  peace  xnosX  come  sooner  or  later,  which  the  Graces  never  did 
to  his  Cub.* 


LETTER  CCCLXXXVIIL      . 

Strawberry  Hill,  Nov.  10, 1792. 
I  no  not  know  whether  you  are  like  those  auctioneers  who  put  up 
a  lot  at  an  extravagant  rate,  and  then,  if  it  sells  but  for  what  it  is 
worth,  cry,. ''  it  is  given  away."  I,  if  my  footman  goes  on  a  message 
and  executes  it,  am  content ;  I  don't  desire  he  should  have  threshed 
another  footman  and  sppiled  his  own  livery.  Lord  Howe  .has  re- 
lieved and  victualled  Gibraltar,  Qnd  has  b^en  attacked  by  thecombioed 
fleets ;  who  did  not  admire  his  reception  of  them,  made  him  a  bow 

of  Lord  Chatham's  life,  naturally  led  to  a  considenible  degree  of  confidence  be- 
tween Lord  Shelburne  and  Mr.  Pitt,  different  as  their  characters  were  in  some  ia- 
portant  pointa;  and  there  was,  perhaps,  at  this  time  no  person  in  the  kingdom  froo 
whose  knowledge  and  experience  Mr.  Pitt-  woald  have  derived  greater  advantage* 
Towards  the  end  of  autumn,afler  an  impartial  eatimateof  the  support  which  Goven- 
ment,  in  the  preaent  state  of  parties,  might  expect  to  receive  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, it  appeared  to  Ministers  very  desirable  that  some  additional  strength  should, 
if  possible,  be  obtained  before  the  meeting  of  Parliament.  Mr.  Pitt,  however,  poffl* 
lively  objected  to  any  application  being  made  to  Lord  North.  He  had  resolved, 
from  a  sense  of  public  duty,  not  to  enter  into  any  political  connexion  with  a  mao, 
whose  administration  had  l)[ought  so  much  disgrace  and  calamity  upon  the  country, 
and  whose  principles  he  had  so  repeatedly  and  severely  condemned.  This  deter- 
mination proceeded  from  no  dislike  to  Lord  North,  with  whom  he  had  never  bad 
any  acquaintance  or  intercourse,  but  from  a  conviction  that  a  change  from  that  ays- 
tern,  which  had  been  so  long  pursued,  was  indispensably  necessary  to  rescue  the 
kingdom  from  the  dangers  with  which  it  was  surrounded.  But  neither  Mr.  Pitt 
nor  Lord  Shelburne  saw  any  reason  why  they  should  •not  act  with  Mr.  Fox.  It 
was  therefore  agreed,  that  an  offer  should  be  made  to  him  to  return  to  ofSce ;  for 
which  purpose  Mr.  Pitt  waited  upon  him  by  appointment*  As  soon  as  Mr.  Fox 
heard  the  object  of  Mr.  Pittas  visit,  he  asked  whether  it  was  intended  that  Ixtfd 
Shelburne  should  remain  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  to  which  Mr.  Pitt  answered 
in  the  affirmative :  .Mr.  Fox  immediately  replied,  that  it  was  impossible  for  bim  to 
belong  to  any  Administration  of  which  Lord  Shelburne  was  the  head.  Mr.  Pitt 
observed,  that,  if  that  was  his  determination,  it  would  be  useless  for  him  to  enter 
into  any  farther  discussion,  'as  he  did  not  come  to  betray  Lord  Shelburne  ;*  and  he 
took  his  leave.  This  was,  I  believe,  the  last  time  Mr.  Pitt  was  in  a  private  room 
with  Mr.  Fox;  and  from  that  period  may  be  dated  that  political  hostility  which  con- 
tinued through  the  remainder  of  their  lives."     Life,  vol.  i.  p.  87. — £o. 

*  Philip  Stanhope,  natural  son  of  the  Earl  of  Chesterfield ;  to  whom  the  cele- 
brated Letters  were  addressed.  Of  those  Letters,  which,  on  the  death  of  the  Earl 
ia  1773,  were  published  by  his  son's  widow,  Dr.  Johnson  observed  to  Boswell,— *' It 
might  be  made  a  very  pretty  book :  take  out  the  immortality,  and  it  should  be  pot 
into  the  handa  of  every  young  geotlemao.'^— ^£d. 
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aod' retired — and^he  is  coming  home  without  the  loss  of  a  wherry.^ 
1  like  this  better  than  if  he  had  sent  home  the  main-rhast  of  the  Ad- 
miral's ship  to  be  hung  up  in  Westminster  Ha.ll  with  the  standards 
of  Blenheim,  and  had  lost  two  or  three  first- rates.  The  Rornans, 
who  had  some  s^nse — sometimes — that  is,  when  they  thought  as  I 
do,  lored^to'be  obeyed  au  pied  de  la  leUre.  I  don't  say  but  Lord 
Howe  had  a  plenary  indulgence  for  demolishing  both  squadrons,  if 
be  could ;  but  is  not  there  more  grave  dignity  in  marching  in  fa^ce  of 
a  my  sCiperior  navy,  maintaining  a  fortress  on  their  own  coast,  en- 
gaging that  nary,  obliging  it  to  retire,  and  walking  home  himself 
very  deliberately^  Add,  the  vexation  of  that  obstinate  mule  the 
King  of  Spain,  and  the  ridiculous  flippancies  of  the  Bourbon  Princes, 
and  there iappear  to  me  ten  times  more  majesty  in  such  sedate  tri- 
amph,  than  in  a  naval  victory.  Superioi*  armies  and  fleets  have  been 
beaten l)y  inconsiderable  numbers;  but,  when  a  multitude  are  baffled 
by  a  handful  after  a  mere  skirmish,  Glory. has  no  true  taste  if  she 
does  not  range  herself  on  our  side. 

As  I  am  of  an  age  to  have  made  a  league  with  all  the  sober  virtues, 
I  would  behave  temperately  on  this  occasion,  and  still  condescend 
to  offer  peace.' 

Western  Burope  has,  upon^  the  whole,  made  but  a  foolish  figure  of 
late,  either  in  policy  or  arms.  We  have  flung  away  men,  money> 
and  thirteen,  provinces*  France  has  been  spiteful,  to  gain  nothins 
but  the  iionoair  of  mischief.  Spain  has  been  bombastly  unsuccessful, 
and  Holland  has  betrayed  imbecility  in  every  light.  Dr.  Franklin 
may  laugh  a  t  «< ;  but  surely  he  cannot  reverence  his  allies. 

Berkeley  Square,  12Ui, ' 
I  am  come  to  town  on  a  very  melancholy  occasion.     Lady  Hert* 
ford  died  the  night  before  last  of  an  inflammation  in  her  bowels,  after 
an  illness  of  only  eight  days.t.    Her  loss  to  my  lord  is  irreparable,  a 

*  On  the  nijrht  of  the  10th  of  October,  a  violent  gale  of  wind  in  the  Straits  threw 
tbe  eofflbined  fleets  at  Algeziras  into  the  greatest  disorder,  and  darinof  the  course 
of  the  storm  much  damage  was  done.  On  the  follo^^ing  morning,  Lord  Mowe  en- 
tered tbe  Straits,  and  several  df  the  storeships  destined  for  Gibraltar  came  safb  to 
aochor  under  the  cannon  of  the  fort,  without  any  molestation  from  the  enemy.  On 
the  13th,  the  combined  fleet  put  to  sea,  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  remaining  store- 
ships,  that  had  overshot  the  bay  to  the  east,  from  making  good  their  entrance  into 
it.  Having  the  advantnge  of-  the  wind,  they  bore  down  upon  the  British  fleet, 
which  drew  up  in  order  of  battle  to  receive  them;  but  notwithstanding  ^heir  supe- 
riority, they  declined  coming  to  an  engagement.  On  the  wind  becoming  more 
fiivoorable  next  day,  Lord  Howe  took  the  opportunity  to  bring  in  the  store-ships 
that  were  in  company;  and,  tbe  day  fallowing,  the  remainder  were  conveyed  to 
Gibraltar,  and  the  troops  for  the  reinforcement  of  the  garriton  were  landed,  with  a 
Urge  supply  of  powder  and  provisions.  Thus,  the  all-important  service  of  relieving 
Gibraltar  was  happily  and  gloriously  performed,  under  such  circumstances  of  infen* 
ority  in  force,  as  not  only  fully  to  support,  but  highly  to  exalt,  the  honour  of  the 
British  (fag.— Ed. 

t  Lady  Arabella  Fitzroy,  youngest  d&ughter  of  Charles,  second  Duke  of  Grafton 
and  wife  of  Francis  Seymour  Conway,  flrst  E^rl  of  Hertford  of  that  line;  by  whom 
•he  had  seven  sons  and  six  daughters,  who  all  lived  to  be  men  and  women.  She  was 
Lidy  of  the  Bed-obamber  to  Queen  Charlotte. 
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conaiderable  one.  to  society » and  to  me  a  very  seDiiblexme.  She  was 
not  only  an  incomparable  wire,  but  conducted  all  the  alfairs  of  w 
numerous  a  family  herself;  in  short,  she  had  every  domestic  yirtne 
and  a  thousand  good  qualities.  To  me  she  had  at  all  times  been 
kind  and  obliging.  I  bad*  lived  a  great  deal  with  her,  and  it  was  one 
of  the  few  houses  on  which  I  reckoned  for  my  remaining  time.  It 
will  make  a  great  chasm,  as  I  do  not  either  seek  or  encourage  aew 
acquaintance — and  almost  all  the  old  are  gone  I  It  is  difficult  to  stop, 
when  common-place  reflections  crowd  on  one*s  thoughts  and  mix  with 
one's  sensations ;  but  it  would  not  be  just  to  moralize  to  yaUf  became 
JfeeL  You  knew  not  poor  Lady  Hertford ;  and  therefore  everyone 
that  drops  would  be  as  fit  a  subject  to  preacli  upon. 


LETTER  CCCLXXXIX. 

Berkeley  Square,  Nov.  26, 1782. 

You  will  be  impatient  to  learn  the  event  of  this -day,  on  which  de- 
pended the  horoscope  of  the  present  Administration.*  I  shall  not  be 
sorry  if  you  should  hear  from  France,  before  you  receive  this,  that 
an  8sra  of  much  more  importance  to  mankind  than  the  fate  of  a  Mi^ 
nister  had  intervened.  But,  to  waive  riddles ;  on  Saturday  last  it  was 
declared  that  the  Parliament,  which  was  to  meet  tp-day,  was  put  off 
to  the  5th  of  next  month }  hy  which  time  the  Ministers  hoped  to  be 
able  to  declare  whether  the  peace  would  be  made  or  was  desperate.! 
Our  ultimatum  went  some  days  ago  to  Paris :  I  don't  know  what  it 
is ;  therefore  I  devoutly  hope  it  will  be  accepted*  Hook  to  the  scale 
in  which  lives  are,  and  not  to  that  of  glory ;  and  wish  the  reality 
may  outweigh  the  smoke,  as  it  ought  to  do. 

You  have  seen,  I  suppose,  >n  the  newspapers,  the  articles  preferred 
against  General  Murray  by  Sir  WiHiam  Draper;  who  has  certainly 

*  "  The  Pandenionium,**  wrote  Gibbon  on  the  14th  of  October,  **  doed  not  meet 
till  the  26th  of  November.  I  am  at  a  loss  what  to  say  or  think  about  our  Parlit- 
mentary  slate.  A  certain  late  Secretary  of  Ireland  reckons  the  House  of  Commooa 
thus:  *  Ministers,  one  hundred  and  forty;  Lord  North,  one  hundred  and  tweoty; 
Fox,  ninety ;  the  rest  unknown  or  uncertain..'  The  second,  by  self  or  agents,  talks 
too  much  of  absence,  neutrality,,  moderation^  I  think  Lord  Loughborough  will  take 
a  very  decided  part.  If  he  could  throw  aside  his  gown,  he  would  make  a  noUe 
leader.'*    Miscellaneous  Works,  vol.  ii.  p^  262.T— Ep. 

t  On  the  23rd  of  November,  letters  were  sent  by  Mr.  Thomas  Townshepd,  Se* 
cretary  of  State,  to  the  Lord  Mayor  and  the  Governor  of  the  Bank,  acquainting  them 
**  for  the  information  of  the  public,  and  to  prevent  the  mischieft  arising  from  speco- 
lations  in  the  fund^,  that  the  negotiations  carrying  on  at  Paris  were  brought  so  iar 
to  a  point,  as  to  promise  a  decisive  conclusion,  either  for  peace  or  war,  before  the 
meeting  of  Parliament,  which,  on  that  account,  was  to  be  prorogued  to  the  5th  of 
December."  In  consequence  of  this  notification,  the  dealers  in  ^stocks  were  io- 
ined lately  in  aa  uproar  and  tumult,  which  continued  for  several  days.  The  stocki 
rose  and  fell  one,  two^  and  sometimes  three  per  cent,  ev^ery  day ;  from  57,  the  price 
9t  which  they  wei:e  yrhen  thi9  oews  a^rived^  they  oae  day  rose  to  65. — ^Ed. 
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attacked  his  weak  side,  bis  jadgment.  It  is  threatened  to  be  a  most 
tedious  trial :  it  is  interrupted,  dt  least  fof  the  present,  by  Draper'a 
lalliog  ilL  Probably  I  should  not  have  known  so  much  as  this,  bad 
I  oot  thought  you  would  be  curious.  I  have  long  determined  not  ta 
concern  myself  with  courts-martial,  which  I  do  not  understand  ;  and 
it  is  unjust  for  so  ignorant  a  person  to  pronounce  on  men  whose  ho- 
nour is  at  stake :  were  a  lawyer  to  be  tried,  his  character  is  of  no  con-^ 
sequence;  at  worst,  he  could  be  made  a  Peer.  Physicians,  though 
they  commit  more  deaths  than  soldiers,  never  are  tried;  and  for  Di- 
TJoes,  it  would  be  idle,  for  they  expound  their  own  laws  as  the}^  please^ 
and  always  in  their,  own  favour.  ' 

I  began  this  letter,  for  this  was-to-have-been  important  day,  two 
days  ago^  but  I  am  not  able  to  finish  it  myself.  I  suppose  I  caught 
cold  on  my  coming  to  town,  for  in  three  days  I  was  seized  with  the 
gout,  and  have  '4  now  from  the  top  of  my  left  shoulder  to  the  ends 
of  my  fingers — but  enough  of  that.  I  have  told  you  before  of  the 
lavage  state  we  are  fallen  into :  it  is  now  come  to  such  perfection, 
that  one  can  neither  stir  out  of  one'shouse  safely,  nor  stay  in  it  with 
nfety.  I  was  sitting  here  very  quietly  under  my  calamity  on  Satur- 
day night,  when,  at  half  an  hour  after  ten,  I  heard  a  loud  knock  at 
the  door.  I  concfuded  that  Mr.  Conway  or  Lady  Ailesbury  had 
called  after  the  opera  to  see  how  I  did;  nobody  came  up ;  a  louder 
knock.  I  rang  to  know  who  it  was;  but  before  the  servants  could 
come  to  me,  the  three  windo\ys  of  this  room  and  the  next  wer#brokea 
about  my  ears  by  a  volley  of  stones,  and  so  were  those  of  the  halt 
and  the  library  below,  as  a  hint  to  me  how  glad  I  must  be  of  my 
Lord  Rodney's  victory  six  or  eight  months  ago.  In  short,  he  had 
dined  at  the  London  Tavern  with  a  committee  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil; for  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  had  refused  to  banquet  him. 
Thence  he  had  paraded  through  the  whole  town  to  his  own  house  at 
this  end,  with  a  rabble  at  his  heels,  breaking  windows  for  not  being 
illuminated^  for  which  no  soul  was  prepared,  as  no  souh  thought  on 
him ;  but  thus  our  conquerors  triumph  !  My  servants  went  out,,  and 
begged  these  Romans  to  give  them  time  to  light  up  candles,  but  to 
00  purpose;  and  were  near  having  their  brains  dashed  out.  I  did 
not  know  that  pny  windows  were  either  Drench  or  Spaniards;  but 
glaziers  and  tallow-chandlers  always  treat  sashes- as  public  enemies. 
As  next  day  was  Sunday,  I  expected  to  remain^  in  a  Temple  of  the 
Winds;:  but  my  glazier  ai  least  had  the  charity  to  repair  the  mischief 
that  perhaps  he  had  done. 

Your  sister-in-law,  Mrs.  Mann,*  was  robbed  about  ten  days  agp 
in  New  Park,,  between  three  and  fQur  in  the  afternoon;  the  prudent 
matron  gave  the  highwayman  a  purse  with  very  little  *money,  but 
slipped  her  watch  into  the  bag  of  the  coach*  The  cavalier,  not  being 
content,  insisted  orrmore.  The  poor  girl  being  terrified,  gave  him 
oot  only  her  own  pinchbeck  watch,  but  her  grandmother's  concealed 

*  The  widow  of  Mr.  Galfridus  Maan. 
28* 
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gold  one;  for  which,  no  doubt,  she  will  undergo  many  a  saperaa- 
merary'lecture  on  economy  and  discretion,  and  the  Christian  dutj 
of  cheating  highwaymen.  Adieu  !  for  I  am  weary,  and  can  dictate 
no  more :  but  indeed  I  have  nothing  more  to  say. 

P.  S.  I  expect  to  hear  of  Mr.  Duane  every  day ;  but  €rod  koows 
whether  I  ^hall  be  able  to  do  any  business  with  him  yet,  for  the  gout 
is  come  into  five  places  at  once :  poor  Mozzi  should  have  younger 
labourers  ia  his  vineyard  than  Mr.  Morrice  and  me. 


LETTER  CCCXC. 

Berkeley  Square,  Monday  Eveningf,  Dec.  2, 1782^ 

The  day  that  I  little  expected  to  live  to  see,  is  trrived  I  Peace 
came  this  morning:  thank  God !  That  is  the  first  thought :  the  effu- 
sion of  human  gore  is  stopped,  nor  are  there  to  be  more  widows  and 
orphans  out  of  the  common  course  of  things. 

What  the  lerois  are  will  be  known  beforp  this  goes  away  to-mor- 
row: they  maybe  public  already;  but  here  am  f,  lying  upon  a 
couch  and  not  out  of  pain,  waiting  with  patience  for  what  I  sbtil 
learn  from  the  few  charitable  that  I  am  Me  ta  admit.  Plroud  con- 
ditions L  nor  even  you  in  your  representative  dignity,  can  expect. 
Should  mey  be  humiliating,  ihei/  ought  to  answer  who  plungeii  us 
into  a  quadruple  war,  and  managed  it  deplorably  for  seven  years 
together ! 

As  1  have  not  breath  to  dictate  much,  I  ^hall  not  waste  myself  on 
a  single  refiec.tion  :  but  in  truth  I  am  very  low  ;  and  what  are  all  the 
great  and  liltte  affairs  of  the  world  to  me,  who  am  mouldering  away 
not  imperceptibly ! 

Just  now  I  received  yours  of  the  16th  of  November,  chiefly  on  the 
affairs  of  Gibraltar;  you  will  find  how  details  in  that  place,  like  your 
preceding  occupation  for  Minorca,  will  be  absorbed  in  subsequent 
events. 

To  Cavalier  Mozzi  I  can  say  nothing  at  present.  I  have  not  seen 
Mr.  Duane,  nor  am  I  at  aH  capable  of  business  yet.  I  am  taken  up 
and  carried  to  bed  by  three  servants :  Chancellors  and  Judges  are 
sometimes  placed  on  their  woolsacks  in  as  lamentable  a  condition; 
but  I  was  not  bred  to  the  law,  nor  habituated  to  earn  money  to  the 
last  dregs — and,  when  one  is  to  have  no  fees,,  can  it  be  expected  that 
I«should  go  to  court?  Well !  well !  I  will  do  the  best  I  can  when  I 
am  able.     Good  night  till  to-morrow  ! 

Friday  night,  the  6di. 
I  was  much  too  ill  on  Tuesday  to  finish  this,  and,  besides  that,  re- 
collected that  whatever  was  to  be  heard  you  would  learn  from  Paris 
sooner  than  from  London.    I  began  to  write  upon  the  first  buzz  of 
Ihe  courier  being  arrived ;  but  all  he  brought  was  the  Provisional 
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Treaty  with  America,,  which  too  is v  not  lo  take  piaco  until  the  gene- 
nl  peace  does.*  This,  however,  we  are  told  to  expect  soon — and 
thert  I  must  leave  peace  and  war,  king^Joms  and  states,  and  trust  to 
yoar  nephew  for  saying  any  thing  else ;  for  in  truth  I  am  not  able. 
TliQ  scale  of  life  and  death  has  l^n  vihrating[;  I  believe  it  is  turned 

*  Od  the  ^h  of  November,  Mr.  Fitzherbert  bad  succeeded  in  obtaining  from 
the  American  CoiDmiasionera  tbe  signature  of  a  Provisional  Agreement  with  Ame- 
rica ;  and^  on  the  5tb  of  December,  the  King  opened  the  'session  of  Parliament, 
with  a  fipeecb  from  the  throne^  of  unusual  length,  and  of  which  the  following  are 
the  leading  passages :  ^  i  have  brought  all  my  views  and  measures,  as  well  in  Eu- 
rope is  in  North  America^  to  an  entire  and  cordial  reconciliation  with  those  colo- 
niea  Proviaional  artieles  are  agreed  upon,  to  take  effect  whenever  terms  of  peace 
ahiM  be  finally  settled  with  the  Cbtirt  of  France.  '  In  thus  admitting  their  separa- 
tioQ  fiooi  tbe  Crown  of  these  kingxioiBs,  I  have  saerificed  every  consideration  of  my 
ova  to  tbe  wisdom  and  opinion  of  my  people. '  I  make  it  my  bumble  and  earnest 
pnyer  to  ALmighty  God,  that  Great  Britain  may  OAt  feel  the  evils  which  might  re- 
mit irom  so  great  a  dismemberment  of  the  empire^  Having  manifested  to  the 
vbole  world,  by  the  most  lasting  examples,  the  signal  spirit  and  bravery  of  my 
people,  I  eoDceived  it  a  moment  not  unbecoming  my  dignity,  and  thought  it  a  re- 
giH  due  to  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  such  brave  and  gallant  subjects,  to  show  my* 
>df  ready^  on  my.  part,  to  en>brace  fair  and  honourable  terras  of  accommodation 
with  all  the/powers  of  war.  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  acc^uaint  you  that  negotia- 
tiona  ta  this  effect  are  considerably  advanced ;  and  I  have  every  reason  to  hope  and 
believe,  that  I  shall  hiave  it  in  my  power^  in  a  verv  short  time,  to  acquaint  you  that 
thej  have  ended  in  terms* of  pacification,  which,  I  trust,  you  will  see  just  cause  to 
ipuDve^**  There  was  not,  in  either  House,  any  opposition  to  the  Address.  In  the 
Hoase  of  Lords,  Lord  Shelburhe  explained  t)ie  offer  of  declaring  America  indepen- 
^t,  not  to  be  a  present  and  irrevocable  recognition  of  her  independence,  but  a 
nereofl^r,  which,  if  peace  did  not  follow,  was  to  be  entirely  at  an  end.  Mr.  Fox, 
in  tbe  other  House,  onderstood  it  te  be  a  fall  acknowledgment  of  the  independence 
cf  America;  supposed  the  word  ^* offer*'  to  be  a  mero  inaccoraey  of  expression,* 
tod  upon  this  ground  only  approved  the  measure.  The  day  after  the  Address  bad 
been  voted,  Mr.  Fox  said  in  the  House,  that  he  had  quite  mistaken  the  purport  of 
the  Ring's  Speech ;  that,  as  the  off^  of  independence  to  America  bad  been  ex- 
piaraed  by  Lord  Shelburne  in  the  House  of  Peers^  he  by  no  means  approved  of  it, 
bat  retracted  all  he  had  said  the  preceding  day  in  its  praise.  Mr.  Burke  made  a 
amilar  declaration,  and  talked  of  moving  an  amendment  to  the  Address,  which  Mr. 
Pox  affirmed  he  would  second.  The  following  is  the  Bishop  of  Winchester*s  ac- 
^nt  of  the  part  takrn  upon  this  occasion  by  Mr*  Pitt :  "  Mr.  Burke  exerted  all 
hit  great  powers  of  wit  and  eloquence  to  turn  the  King's  Speech  into  ridicule; 
flonmenting  upon  many  of  its  expressions  in  a  veki  of  sarcastic  humour,  which 
^pt  the  House  for  eooie-  time  in  constant  laughter..  He  accused  Lord  Shelburne  of 
'doplicity  and  delusion:'  but  of  Mr.  Pitt's  *  virtue,  iotci^rity,  and  honour,'  he  re- 
peatedly spoke  in  terms  of  the  highest  commendation.  Mr.  Pitt  reproved  the  leyity^ 
of  this  veteran  orator  in  a  grave  and  dignified  strain,  which  at  once  marked  his 
readinesB  at  reply,  and  his  cprrect  sense  of  propriety  and  decorum.  He  said  he 
ihouid  be  happj  to  share  in  the  delights  olt  that  fertile  imagination  which  had  so 
^g  been  the  wonder  and  the  pleasure  of  the  House ;  but  he  could  not  indulge 
bimaelf  in  admiring  *^the  beautiful  motes  which  people  the  sunbeam,'  when  his 
wind  was  occupied  with  objects  so  serious  and  important.  He  could  not  believe, 
ibat  the  House  would  consent  ta  call  the  Speech  from  the  Throne  '  a  farrago  of 
bypocnsies  and  absurdities,'  which  they  had  unanimously  approved,  and  for  which 
Ibey  had,  without  a  single  dissentient  voice,  agreed  to  present  his  Majesty  with  an 
iddrees  of  thanks.  I  waa  pj-esent  when  Mr^  Pitt  delivered  this  speech,  and  nothing 
coQld  exceed  tbe  applaose  with  which,  it  was  received  by  the  House.'*  Life,  vol.  i. 
P-M^Ed. 
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Your  great  Mediterranean  object  is  safe,  Gibraltar.'  Whatever 
questionable  points  there  may  be  in  the  treaty,  they  cannot,  be  they 
^hat  they  will,  occasion  half  the  clamour  that  the  rendition  o{  Rod- 
Elliot  would  have  made.*  There  are  many,  I  believe,  who  .think  it 
is  in  the  parish  of  St.  Martinis  in  the  Fields  (to  talk  in  the  language  of 
acts  of  parliament,)  and  would  as  easily  have'  relinquished  the  Isle 
of  Wight,  which  French  modesty  on'ce  demanded.t  His  Catholic 
Magesty's  obstinacy  has  had  a  dementi,  for  a  royal  mule  may  be  res- 
tive in  vain. 

It  had  been  pity  to  have  died  of  my  late  fit  of  the  gout,  when  peace, 
for  which  I  had  so  long  ardently  sighed>  was  so  nearl  1  shall  cer- 
tainly not  be  one  of  the  disapprovers.  Nay,  I  shall  certainly  find  it 
better  than  I  expected  (I  know  when:t)  ^^  should  obtaip.  On  that 
subject  I  shall  not  expatiate — nay,  nor  talk  more  of  the  peace,  as  1 
know  so  little  of  the  matter. 

The  report  on  General  Murray's  case  is  not  yet  made ;  nor  will  be, 
(hey  say,  till  Monday.  The  reading  over  the  evidence  took  opmanj 
days.  When  I  see  your  nephew,  I  will  charge  him  with  your  apo- 
logy to  the  General,  if  you  have  not. 

This  is  a  brief  letter,  but  the  matter  will  stand  in  lieu  of  ieagth. 
As  the  second  volume  of  winter  is  but  begun,  there  will  probably  be 
no  want  of  topics.  It  is  Parliament  that  1  call  winter,  begin  and  eod 
when  it  will.  The  two  Houses  make  the  seasons,  and  produce  storms 
more  regularly  than  our  elements*    Adieu  I  . 

prelimloary  articles  between  Great  Britain)  France,  and  iSpain  were  signed  at  Ver* 
sallies  on  the  20th ;  and  also,  that  the  preliminaries  with  Holland  were  not  signed, 
but  a  cessation  of  hostilities  had  been  agreed  upon. — En. 

*  General  Conway  having  n\oved,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  the  thanks  of  tbe 
House  to  General  Elliot,  for  his  brave  and  gallant  defence  of  Gibraltar,  Sir  George 
Howard  proposed  to  insert,  after  the  word,  "  Gibraltar,"  the  words,  **  the  most  falih 
able  and  important  fortress  of  any  of  oar  foreign  possessions."  The  amendmeot 
was  warmly  approved  of  by  Mr.  Fox ;  but  Sir  George,  finding  he  had  unintenUoa> 
ally  opened  a  great  political  question,  would  have  withdrawn  it;  but  this  was  ob- 
jected to  by  Mr.  Fox :  "  I  do  not  credit,"  he  said,  "  the  reports  that  have  gone 
abroad  of  an  intended  cession  of  that  (ortress,  because  I  am  convinced  there  is  oA 
a  man  in  the  Cabinet  who  would  dare  to  give  it  up ;  the  amendment,  if  carried, 
will  satisfy  the  public  that  such  reports  are  groundless."  Mr.  Burke  also  supported 
the  amendment,  which,  he  said,  would  give  the  Ministers  a  handle  for  obstinatfly 
resisting  all  demands  for  a  cession.  The  amendment  was  withdrawn  ;  bat,  accor- 
ding to  Wraxali,  a  messenger  was  immediately  despatched  to  our  Minister  at  Paris 
with  an  account  of  what  had  passed  in  the  House. — Ed. 

t  About  1781  or  1762,  when  some  overtures  of  peace  bad  been  made  from  Eof- 
land. 

X  In  1779,  when  the  French  fleet  was  off  Plymontb. 
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Feb.  8. 1783. 

Thovob  I  begin  my  letter  on  this  3i^d,  I  do  not  know  whether  it 
will  embark  for  some  days.  I  hate  to  send  you  maimed  accounts, 
which  instead  of  informing  can  only  perplex  you.  Every  thing  you 
wish  to  know  is  in  an  embryo  state.  You  may  wonder,  as  General 
Hurray's  sentence  is  public,  that  I  have  not  transmftted  it  to  you ;  the 
newspapers  have:  yet  it  is  far  from  An  affair  concluded.  The  sen- 
tence was  a  strange  one ;  yet  I  imagine,  calculated  to  prevent  very 
desperate  consequences  between  a  madman  and  a  very  hot-headed 
one.  Of  twenty-nine  charges  they  pronounced  twenty-seven  trifling ; 
and  on  the  two  others,  that  seem  not  very  grave,  reprimanded  Mur- 
ray; and  then  ordered  the  accuser  and  accaseeto  make  mutual  apo- 
logies to  each  other.  Draper,  though  the  greater  Bedlamite,  obeyed : 
Murray  would  not  utter  all  that  was  enjoined,  and  was  put  under  ar- 
lest  It  seems  that  Draper  had  during  the  siege  used,  even  in  writing, 
most  harsh  expressions  to  his  commands.  Pains  are  taking  to 
molifv  the  latter,  and  reconcile  him  to  submission — there  I  must  leave 
their  bistorv  till  I  know  how  it  ends. 

I  can  tell  you  nothing  more  definite  about  the  Peace.  The  ratifi- 
cation of  the  preliminaries  is  expected,  they  say,  this  week.  Scarcely 
any  thing  has  been  said  on  the  subject  yet  in  Parliament ;  but  as  the 
articles  since  published,  seem  to  give  much  offence,  it  is  not  proba- 
ble that  the  House  of  Commons  should  become  the  Temple  of  Silence 
on  this  occasion.  You  will  not  expect  me,  who  know  nothing  of 
trade,  &c.,  to  specify  the  supposed  grievances.  I  am  content  with 
peace  in  the  lump :  I  did  not  suppose  that  the  loss  of  America  and 
Minorca,  &c.,  would  improve  our  commerce  or  glory;  nor  do  I 
wonder  that  they  who  threw  them  away  had  rather  blame  &ny  body 
thaa  themselves. 

The  papers  will  tell  you  of  a  little  disturbance  at  Portsmouth, 
where  a  ocotch  regimen,  destined  for  the  East  Indies,  mutinied, 
claiming  a  promise  of  being  disbanded  at  the  peace.  They  almost 
mnrdered  their  Colonel,  but  have  been  quieted,  on  assurance  that 
none  shall  go  involuntarily.*    A  second  regiment  caught  the  spirit, 

*  On  the  2drd  of  January,  a  scene  of  great  confusion  took  place  at  Portsmouth. 
Ae  Highland,  or  seventy-seventh  regiment,  quartered  in  the  town,  were  ordered 
to  be  ready  to  embark  for  the  East  Indies  on  the  next  morning.  In  obedience  to 
the  order,  they  assembled  on  the  parade,  but  with  a  determination  not  to  comply  with 
tile  order,  alleging  as  a  reason,  that  the  arrears  doe  to  them  were  not  paid,  and  that 
titey  were  enlisted  on  the  express  condition  that  they  should  serve  only  for  three  years, 
or  during  the  American  war;  and  as  they  conceived  those  conditions  were  fulfilled, 
^  tliat  they  were  now  intended  for  the  Bast  India  service,  where  none  of  their  offi- 
^  were  going,  they  declared  they  would  stand  by  each  other  to  the  hst  The 
M)lonel  was  not  present ;  but,  on  tho  Lieutenant-Colonel  and  the  other  oflScers  in* 
^ing  that  they  should  embark,  the  soldiers  violently  assaulted  the  Lieuteoant- 
Colonel  and  several  others,  who  narrowly  escaped  with  their  lives.  After  which 
VOL.  n. — 24 
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but  were  more  easily  pacified.  Would  not  one  think  that  our  Na* 
bobs  have  drained  the  Indies,  when  men  would  rather  go  back  to 
Scotland  than  to  mines  of  gold  and  diamonds  1 

Lord  Mountstewart  will  be  no  longer  your  neighbour ;  he  goes  to 
Madrid)  and  Lord  Carmarthen  to  Paris*  I  have  not  heard  who  is  to 
come  from  the  latter — I  mean  as  ambassador :  a  multitude  of  indivi- 
duals are  expected,  and  above  the  rest  the  Due  de  Chartres. 

I  have  not  yet  heard  any  thing  of  your  nephew,  but  by  accideot, 
that  he  will  come  to  town  for  the  sake  of  his  daughters.  His  absence 
is  inconvenient  to  me,  or  rather  to  you ;  as  he  might  tell  you  perhaps 
twenty  things  that  escape  me,  who  have  totally  quitted  public  places^ 
and  go  but  to  a  very  few  private  houses.  However,  you  lose  little 
worth  knowing.  Our  newspapers  are  grown  such  minute  registers 
of  every  thing  that  happens,  and  still  more  of  every  thing  that  is  said 
to  have  happened,  that  you  would  easily  perceive  if  I  omitted  any 
thing  of  consequence.  I  do  little  more  than  confirm  the  rare  truttu 
by  mentioning  them.  The  swarms  of  daily  lies  die  every  evening. 
There  is  another  character  due  to  our  papers  ;  if  they  do  get  hold  of 
truih,  they  are  sure  of  overlaying  it  by  blunders ;  scarcely  ever  do 
they  state  any  event  in  accurate  terms  or  faithful  narratives,  un- 
less when  there  are  any  melancholy  circumstances  that  had  better 
be  suppressed.  Those  they  detail  minutely,  to  the  great  satisfaction 
of  a  malignant  public,  and  to  the  grief  of  the  families  concerned: 
reason  sufficient,  one  should  think,  for  everybody  to  discourage  such 
vehicles  of  ill-nature.  A  pretty  woman  that  makes,  or  is  supposed 
to  have  made,  a  slip,  is  hunted  down  as  inveterately  as  a  Prime  Mi- 
nister used  to  be — I  do  not  mean  that  the  latter  escapes  the  better  for 
having  every  body  associated  with  him.  Our  newspapers,  like  Ger- 
man princes,  hunt  all  kinds  of  game  at  once — boars,  wolves,  foxest 
hares,  rabbits ;  a  mouse  would  not  have  quarter  if  it  came  in  their 
way.    Adieu  for  the  present  1 

Sunday,  9tli. 
But  this  morning  I  have  heard  the  termination  of  General  Murray's 
affair.  He  wanted  to  resign  his  regiment  rather  than  subnnit,  though 
he  had  been  ruined  by  it ;  having  three  children,  and  his  wife  big  with 
a  fourth,  for  whom  he  begged  a  pension  of  three  hundred  a-year. 
The  King  excused  him  the  reprimand  on  the  two  charges;  andGeD^ 
ral  Murray  has  laboured  with  so  much  zeal  and  good-nature,  that  at 
last  he  prevailed  on  him  and  the  court-martial  to  let  him  alter  ate 
word  of  the  apology.  This  is  a  bigger  detail  than  I  should  have 
studied  but  to  satisfy  you.  My  letter  will  now  set  out  on  Tuesday; 
from  you  it  is  long  since  I  had  one. 

they  broke  open  the  store-house  and  supplied  themselves  with  aeveral  rounds  of  pow* 
der  and  ball.  They  next  fired  on  a  party  of  the  invalids,  who  were  ordered  out  to  pro- 
tect the  guard-bouse,  and  killed  cue  man  and  wounded  two.  Upon  a  promise  froB 
the  Mayor  that  they  should  not  be  embarked  until  further  orders  bad  been  received, 
they  returned  to  their  quarters  in  the  evening ;  and  on  the  following  moniog  they 
were  assured,  that  their  embarkatioo  should  not  be  iiiaisted  on* — Ed. 
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Mondtfy,  10th. 
The  ratification  of  the  Preliminaries  by  France  is  come,  and  that 
of  Spain  is  expected  in  a  week.  This  day  sevennight  is  to  be  the 
treat  combat  in  both  Houses  ;  at  least,  warm  opposition  is  talked  of: 
but  such  rumonrs  are  far  fron\  being  always  verified.  For  this  last 
week  there  has  been  talk  of  changes ;  yet  only  one  has  happened,  the 
resignation  of  Lord  Carlisle,  who,  it  is  said,  disapproves  the  sacrifice 
of  the  Loyalists.  Others  think  he  is  more  discontent  at  not  going  Am- 
bassador to  Paris.  I  should  not  think  these  reports  worth  mentioning, 
bot  that  the  newspapers  have  been  full  of  them,  though  they  certainly 
know  nothing  of  the  matter.  Neither  the  old  Ministry,  nor  the  fragment 
of  the  last,  have  yet  spoken  out ;  and,  therefore,  the  public  can  form 
no  judgment  what  will  happen.*  The  capital  point,  the  Peace,  i»at« 
taiaed.  Factions  there  will  always  be ;  the  world  cannot  stand  stock- 
ftill.  War  ia  a  tragedy ;  other  politics  but  a  farce.  It  is  plain' man* 
kind  think  so ;  for,  however  occupied  the  persons  concerned  are  by 
what  they  are  interested  in,  bow  little  do  people  dw^ll  upon  what  is 
passed,  unless  it  has  come  to  blows]  How  often,  when  in  Parlia- 
ment, did  I  hear  questions  called  'Mhe  most  important  that  had 
ever  come  before  the  House,"  which  a  twelvemonth  after  no  mortal 
remembered  I    Adieu  I 

*  The  preliminary  articles  of  peaoe  with  France  aod  Spain  were  signed  at  Paris- 
00  tbe  20th  of  January,  and  on  the  27th,  copies  of  them  and  of  the  provisional  ar- 
tidies  with  America  were  laid  before  both  Houses;  and  the  17th  of  February  was 
lucd  QpoQ  as  the  day  for  taking  them  into  consideration.  ^*  As  the  time  approached 
iirdiscuning  them,  says  Bishop  TOmline,  "  it  was  obvious  to  every  one,  that  the 
oootinoance  of  Ministers  in  office  must  depend  upon  tbe  opinion  which JParliament 
Bu^bt  express  respecting  tbe  terms  of  the  Peace ;  and  the  general  expectation  wa» 
ind  opon  the  part  which  tbe  two  leaders.  Lord  North,  and  Mr.  Fox,  would  take 
tpOQ  that  qoestioD.  Lord  North  waa  fully  aware  of  Mr.  Pitt*s  positive  determine- 
tioD  to  have  no  political  connexion  with  him ;  and  he  could  not  but  know,  that  a 
^rfectly  good  understanding  subsisted  between  Lord  Shelburne  and  Mr.  Pitt :  be 
iBQst  therefore  have  been  convinced,  that  any  union  between  himself  and  the  pre- 
^t  Ministers,  was  utterly  impracticable.  Mr.  Fox,  on  his  part,  had  resolved  not 
to  take  office  while  Lord  Shelburne  was  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury.  Under  these 
^rcumstances.  Lord  North  and  Mr.  Fox  had  a  common  interest  in  the  removal  of 
HinisterB ;  and  the  present  appeared  a  favourable  opportunity  for  efiecting  that  pur- 
Pne.  Their  sentiments  were  souiided  by  common  friends,  through  wliose  inter- 
v«&tion  they  pledged  themselves  to  each  other,  to  oppose  any  motion  that  might  be 
BMde  for  approving  tbe  terms  of  the  Peace.  Nothing  furthe.r  was  settled  between 
^  at  this  time.  Future  measures  were  to  depend  upon  the  result  of  iheir  first 
co^ration."  Life  of  Pitt,  vol.  L  p.  106^  The  following  notices,  with  reference 
to  the  approachiog  debate  on  the  treaties,  are  from  Mr.  Wiiberforca*s  Diary :  '*  Sat. 
'^  15tb.  Dined  at  Tommy  Townshend's.  Pitt  asked  me  at  night  to  second  the 
j^reas.  Bed  at  twelve,  and  sledp  disturbed  at  the  thought  of  a  full  House  of 
^mons.  16th.  Dined  at  home,  then  called  at  Pitt's..  Went  to  hear  Address 
^tki  Tommy  Townsbend's.  17th.  Walked  down  morning  to  House  to  ffet  Mil- 
Ji^r  into  gallery.  Seconded  the  Address^.  Lost  the  motion  by  sixteen.  Did  not 
>^v«  House  till  about  eight  in  the  morning.'*'  Mr.  Wilberforce's  biographers  add, 
^  when  he  came  down  to  the  House  to  second  tbe  Address,  he  inquired  of  Mr. 
'iBkee,  **  Are  the  intentions  of  Lord  North  and  Fox  sufficiently  known  to  be  con* 
femaed  ]"    «•  Yes,'"  was  the  reply ;  «*  and  the  more  stwngly  tb»  better."  Life^  wk 


28(^  THE.  HON.  HORACE  WALPOLE 

P.  S.  The  King  has  institated  a  new  order  of  knighthood  in  Ire- 
land. There  ajre  to  be  sixteeiu  and  they  are  to  wear  a  watered  light 
blue  riband** 
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Berkeley  Square,  Feb.  18, 1783. 
I  HINTED  to  you  that  the  Peace  was  not  popular^^yoa  must  make 
a  prodigious  stride  from  that  warning:  you  must  extend  your  idea  to 
the  brink  of  the  precipice,  and  conceive — not  that  the  peace  is  to  be 
broken  e'er  consummate,  but  that  it  has  already  over-turned  the 
peace-maker !  It  is  not  eleven  o'clock  of  Tuesday  morning,  and 
the  House  of  Commonsyt  that  sat  yesterday  on  the  preliminaries, bai 

*  Tbe  Order  of  St.  Patrick  was  instituted  by  the  King  on  the  5th  of  Febniir7, 
and  consisted  of  tbe  Sovereign,  a  Grand  Master,  and  twenty  .two  KDigbts;  the  Loni 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  for  the  time  being  the  Gx^nd  Master..  Hardy,  in  his  Memoirs 
of  Lord  Charlemont,  says,  that,  as  this  measure  immediately  followed  the  establiab- 
ment  of  the  independence  of  Ireland,  it  was  extremely  gratifying.  Earl  Tem^ 
then  Lord  Lieutenant,  in  announcing  to  Lord  Charlemont^ the  institution  of  tbe  0^ 
der,  and  requesting  permission  to  put  his  Lordship's  name  upon  the  list,  added, 
**  that  he  proposed  it  with  the  greater  salisftction,  as  the  motto  of  the  Order,  Qm 
separabit,  would  (end  to  enforce  that  explained,  constitutional,  and  solid  Union  be- 
tween  the  two  kingdoms,  so  necessary  to  both,  and'  which  Lord  Charlemont  badn 
long  laboured  to  establish  upon  the  surest  foundafeion-«9-that  of  matuaPcoDfideDoe 
and  affection."  With  reference  to  the  institution  of  this  Order,  fibraee  Walpde, 
in  a  letter  to  Lord  Charlemont,  written  in  17B5,  threw  out  the  following  eoggM' 
tion  :  **  When  tbe  Order  was  instituted,  I  had  a  mind  to  hint  to  your  Lordship,  thii 
it  was  exactly  the  moment  for  seising  an  opportunity  that  has  been  lost  to  thii 
country.  When  I  was  at  Paris,  I  found  in  the  Convent  of  Lee  Grands  Augostias 
three  vast  chambers  filled  with  the  portraits  (and  their  names  and  titles  beneath)  ^ 
of  all  the  Knights  of  the  St  Esj>rit,  from  the  foundation  of  the  Order.  Every  oar 
Knight,  with  few  exceptions,  gives  his  own  portrait  on  his  creation.  Of  the  Ofdff  ■ 
of  St.  Patrick  I  think  but  one  member  is  dead  yet,  and  his  portrait  perhaps  onaybe' 
retrieved.  I  will  not  make  any  apology  to  so  good  a  patriot  as  your  Lordship,  te 
proposing  a  plan  that  tends  to  the  honour  of  his  comitry ;  which  I  will  presmne  to 
call  mine  too,  as  it  is,  both  by  union  and  my  affection  for  W-^Eb* 

t  The  17th  of  February  having  been  fixed  on  for  taking  the  treaties  into  conaideii- 
tion,  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt  moved  an  address  of  approbation  to  his  Majesty.  As  soonai 
it  had  been  seconded  by  Mr.  Wilberforce,  Lord  John  Cavendish  roee  and  said,  thai 
although  there  appeared  some  grounds  of  objection  to  the  terms  of  the  Peace,  the 
House  was  not  at  present  competent  to  decide,  whether,  upon  the  whole,  they  de- 
served approbation  or  disapprobation,  especially  a»the  treaty  with  Holland  was  Mt 
concluded ;  he  should,  therefore,  move,  that  the  whole  of  the  proposed  addreaa^  after 
the  words,  '*  to  assure  his  Majesty  that,**  should  be  omitted,  and  the  following  woidi 
substituted,  "  his  faithful  Commons  will  proceed-  to  consider  the  same  with  tbattf- 
rious  and  full  attention  which  a  subject  of  such  importance  to  the  present  and  fof 
ture  interests  of  his  Majesty's  dominions  deserves :  that  in  the  mean  time  theyao- 
tertain  the  fullest  confidence  in  his  Majesty's  paternal  care,  that  be  will  coooeit 
with  his  Parliament  such  measures  as  may  be  expedient  for  extending  the  ooas- 
roerce  of  bis  Majesty's  subjects:  that,  whatever  may  be  the  sentiments  of  bit 
iaithful  Commons  on  the  investigation  of  the  terms  of  pacification,  they  beg  leave 
to  assure  his  Majesty  of  tlieir  firm  and  unalterable  resolution  to  adhere  invariablf 
to  the  several  articles,  for  which  the  public  ikith  is  pledged,  and  to  maiottifl  the 
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oot  been  up  three  ^hours,  after — ^in  short,  after  carrying  a  qtiestion. 
against  Lord  Shelburoe,  by  224  to  208.  He  was  scarcely  lesrs  beaten 
JQ  the  other  House ;  where,  even  with  the  support  of  the  HousehQld 
troops,  the  Bishops,  and  tho  Scotch,  he  had  but  69  votes  to  55.* 

Particulars  of  this  Revolution,  which  it  must  be,  I  do  not  pretend- ' 
to  tell  yoD.  The  question  moved  by  the  Oppositioa  I  barely  heard 
last  night  at  the  card-table  at  Princess  Amelie's,  who  teceived  a  note 
from  Lord  Duncannon.  It  was  a  temperate  but  very  artful  one ; 
declared  against  infringing  the  treaty,  though  announcing  that  the* 
House  would  consider  the  terms.  This  is  all  I  know :  both  Houses- 
m  but  just  gone  to  bed ;  and  even  the  newspapers,  who  have  been* 
ntting  up  gaping  for  intelligence  all  night,  have  not  gotten  on  their 
clean  shirts  yet. 

Now  will  yon  be — and  so  by  this  time  is  every  body  else-~eager  lo« 
know  what  will  be  next.  That  is  precisely  what  I  neither  know  nor 
guess;  in  which  last  point,  no  doubt,  I  dtfier  from  most  people:  but 
yoakoow  I  always  forbid  myself  conjectures;  I  have  little  opinion* 
of  my  own  penetration— nay,  nor  of  any  one's.  I  have  a  rule  about 
penetration,  which  may  be  paradoxical,  a4id  yet  I  think  there  is  good 
KQse  in  it :  it  is  this.  How  would^  a  wise  man  calculate  what  is  to^ 
happen?  Why,  he  must  state-  to  himself  appearances  and  causesr. 
aod  then  conclude  that  they  would  produce  thp  natural  consequences. 
Now,  it  is  a  thousand  to  one  that  ^ome  foolish  circumstance  or  other 
interferes,  influences  some  very  unforeseen  event,  and  destroys  all 
his  fine  ratiocination :  in  short,  some  mistress,  wife,  servant,  favourite,, 

blesBiogt  of  peace,  so  necessary  to  his  Majesty^s  subjects  and  the  general  happiness^ 
of  mankind.**  Lord  North,  declared  bis  intention  to  vote  for  thejimendment,  but 
proposed  the  following  addition :  "  and  his  Majesty*s  faithful  Cotnnnons  feel  that  it 
froal(f  be  superfluous  to  express  to  his  Majesty  the  regard  due  fromcthe  nation  to 
eveiy  description  of  nien,  who,  with  the  risk  of  their  lives  and  sacrifice  of  their  pro- 
perties, have  distinguisbed  their  loyalty  and  fidelity  during  a  long  and  calamitous 
war.**  The  nature  of  the  amendments  showed  that  those  who  aimed  at  the  re- 
moval of  Ministers  did  not  venture  to  propose  at  once  a  direct  censure  of  the  Peace. 
It  was  remarked,' that  Lord  North  and  Mr.  Fox  studiously  abstained  from  any  re- 
flections upon  each  other.  The  Coalition,  avowed  by  Wr.  Fox,  was  not  only  de- 
feodsd  with  the  boldness  and  decision  that  marked  his  character ;  but  he  retorted 
on  Mr.  Dundas  all  the  acrimonious  expressions  which  fbll  from  the  latter,  upon  the 
nciden  union  of  two  such  inveterate  opponents.  The  division  did  not  take  place 
till  ba1f*past  sevea  in  the  morning,  when  the  amendment  was  carried  by  a  majority 
of  sixteen ;  the  numbers  being  224  and  208.  The  Address,  thus  amended,  was 
voted  unanimously,  and  presented  to  the  King  on  the  19eh.— '£o« 

*  The  debate  in  the  Ilouse  of  Lords  continued  till  half  past  four  in  the  morning. 
One  hundred  and  forty-five  peers  were  present;  a^ greater  number  than  had  beaa 
fcoownon  any  question  since  the  King's  accession..  In  reference  to  this  debate, 
Hannah  More,  in  one  of  her  letters,  says,  "  1  thought  the  Peace  was  to  put  an  end 
to  all  divisions  and  disturbances ;  but  I  think  I  never  knew  the  town  in  such  a 
^te  of  anxiety  and  distraction.  The  disputes  are  not  about  peace  or  war,  but  who 
Ml  have  power  and  place;  both  of  which  are  lost  as  soon  as  obtained.  Before 
yoa  can  pay  your  congraUilatious  to  your  friends  on  their  promotion,  presto  !  pass  * 
^ey  are  out  again.  Lord  Falmouth  told  me  he  sat  down  with  a  mo.n  eager  appe 
tite  to  his  soup  and  roast  at  eight  in  the  morning,  and.  several  of  the  Lords,  had^ 
company  to  dinner  at  that  hour,  afler  the  House  broke  op.**— £o. 

24*^ 
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or  clerk  gives  a  sudden  bias,  and  turns  reason  and  its  train  aside; 
and  the  philosopher,  who  would  have  disdained  to  make  ao  unlogi* 
cal  computation,  finds  all  his  penetration  disappointed. 

Well !  though  I  cannot  lead  you  a  step  forward,  I  will  open  a  little 
of  the  back  scene,  which,  at  least,  will  prevent  you  from  making 
wrong  reflections.  You  must  not  then  imagine  that  the  mere  arti- 
cles  of  the  Preliminaries  have  caused  the  approaching  re?olu(!oo; 
you  must  not  suppose  that  any  sacrifices  of  glory,  interest,  or  do> 
minion,  noK  even  the  dereliction  of  the  Loyalists,  though  sounded  the 
most  loudly,  occasioned  the  fermentation  that  has  made  the  Home 
of  Commons  boil  over  and  east  off  the  Administration.  More  ho* 
man  causes  than  national  honour  and  national  interest,  than  coin* 
miseration  and  justice,  made  the  fire  beneath  burn  too  intensely.  lo 
one  word,  my  good  friends.  Lord  North  and  Mr.  Fox  united  their 
forces  and  defeated  Lord  Shelburne  in  a' pitched  battle.  Thetoiro 
says,  that  he  deferred  treating  with  either  till  it  was  too  late;  and 
that  he  did  treat  with  them  when  it  was  too  late;  even  last  week, 
when  he  was  rejected  by  both.  Whether  they  can  agree  better 
if  they  are  to  divide  the  spoils  is  now  to  be  6e€n.  But  I  shall  not 
step  over  the  threshold  of  next'  minute ;  sufficient  to  ♦he  day  is  the 
event  thereof:  I  shall  say  no  more,  but  what  I  replied  (and  often  do 
reply,  like  an  old  man  fond  of  his  own  sayings)  to  a  person  yester- 
day morning,  who  asked  me  ^how  all  this  would  end?'' J  answered, 
**  How  will  it  begin  ?"  That  is  the  proper  answer  always  on  poli- 
tical emergencies.  Politics  never  end  :  aft^r  struggles  they  come  to 
a  settlement — but  consequences  are  chained  to  that  settlement;  yet  I 
meant  more.  The  first  time  I  used  the  expression,  how  toill  it  beginl 
was  in  the  American  war;,  it  was  that  war  that  ovenurned  a  firm 
settlement;  and  when  I  was  asked  how  it  would  end,. I  foresaw  bow 
often  that  question  would  be  repeated  before. any  man  would  be  able 
lo  answer  it — ^^the  question  of  to-day  is  but  one  instance. 

Tuesday,  in  the  eveningf. 

.lown  I  was  grown  uneasy  at  not  hearing  from.  you,,  and  sent  to 
your  nephew's  on  Saturday^  and  again  to-day,  having  heard  be  was 
expected.  He  came  to  me  two  hours  ago,  and  brought  me  a  letter 
from  you,  which  explains  your  silence  in  a  very  kind; manner,  as  yon 
forbore  writing  in  pity  to  my  weak  hand ;  but  you  see,,that,  lame  as 
all  the  fingers  are  but  the  thumb,  I  can  write  glibly.  Indeed,  eZf 
cepting  in  my  right  hand,  I  am  much  the  better  for  my  late  fit:  it 
has  cleared  my  blood  and  revived  my  spirits. 

When  your  nephew  and  I  had  gossipped  over  thegreateventof  the 
morning,  I  did  not  forget  your  disquiet  about  GeneralMurray,  though 
every  body  else  has;  as  well  as  the  controversy  on  foot  in  print 
between  Lord  Cornwallis  and  Sir  Henry  Clinton.*  The  peace  is 
the  topic  on  the  carpet,  and  has  obliterated  the  war.    Sir  Horace 

^  This  controversy  was  on  the  subject  of  the  last  campaigo  in  America.. 
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junior  wiil  so  to  the  General  to-morrow,  ani,  by  his  own  prudent 
thought,  will  not  tap  the  matter  of  your  letters,  not  to  put  into  his 
wild  head  what  never  came  into  it,  Or  may  be  slipped  out  of  it;  but, 
should  Murray  mention  the  subject,  your  nephew  will  satisfy  him  of 
your  innocence, 

I  can  say  no  more  now;  nor  have  time  to  speak  on  the  war  yoa 
foresee  between  emperors  and  empresses.  Though  I  have  nothing 
to  do  with  politics,  I  live  so  much  at  home,  and  my  house  is  in  so^ 
eentral.  a  position*  that  it  is  a  little  coffee-liouse  in  a  morning  when 
the  town  is  full^  and  I  am  perpetually  interrupted.  Adieu  !  you  shall 
hear  again  as  soon  as  the  prospect  clears.  I  do  not  send  you  ran- 
dom guesses  and  reports. 


LETTER  CCCXCVL 

Monday  evening,  Feb.  24;  1783. 
Thb  victory  of  the  Opposition  on  Tuesday  last  was  followed  by 
another  on  Friday.^    Lord  Shelburne  took  Saturday  to  consider  on 

*  The  victory  obtained  over  the  Ministers  by  the  new  Coalition,  on  the  17th,  ap- 
pttred  so  rery  encouraging,  that  they  determined^  to  come  forward  with  a  positive 
oensore  of  the  terms  ofthe  treaties;  and  accordingly,  on  the  21st,  Lord  John  Ga- 
reodisli  moved  a  series  of  five  resolutions,  condemnatory  of  the  concessions  made  by 
the  provisional  treaty  and  preliminary  articirs,  as  being  greater  than  our  adversa- 
liM  were  entitled  to,  either  from  the  actual  situation  of  their  respective  possessions, 
or  from  their  comparative  strength..  The  reaolutioas  gave  rise  to  a  long  and  ani- 
nated  debate ;  in  the  course  of  which  M^.  Pbwis  took  occasion  to  notice  the  very 
^reordinary  and  unnatural  ooeHtion  and  alliance  which  had  been  formed  against 
Ministers.  Mr.  Fox  made  a  long  and  elaborate  speech.  He  lamented  that  his 
coalition  with  Lord  Nbrth  had  lost  him  the  support,  and  brought  down  upon  him 
the  censure,  of  some  persons  for  whom  he  had  great  respect ;  and  asserted,  that 
this  junction  of  parties  was  rendered  necessary  by  the  political  circumstances  of 
the  country.  lie  avowed  his  wish  to  be  in  office,  trusting  that,  the  short  time  he 
*as  in  administration,  he  had  not  shown  any  incompetency,  which  should  prevent  his 
oftring  himself  a  candidate  for  a  share  in  that  new  arrangement  which  was  become 
indispensable  in  conseqnence  of  the  neglectful— not  to  give  it  a  worse  epithet- 
conduct  of  the  First  Lord  ofthe  Treasury.  He  imputed  the  blame  ofthe  peace  to 
I^rd  fihelburoe,  and  represented  him  as  acting  upon  unconstitutional  principles, 
uid  as  having  made  disgraceful  coneessions  in  the  treaties -for  the  purpose  of  keep- 
ing himself  in  power.  Mr.  Pitt  replied  to  Mr.  Fox  in  a  speech  which  lasted  three 
^  hobri,  till  four  in  the  morning,  and  which  his  friend  Mr.  Wilberforce  has  noted  as 
i&iOBtance  of  those  amazing  powers  of  mind  which  bodily  infirmity  seemed  never 
toobscnre ;  his  stomach  on  that  evening  being  so  disordered,  **  that  he  was  actu- 
%  holding  Solomon's  porch  (a  portico  behind  the  Speaker's  chair)'open  with  one 
wDd,  while  vomiting  during  Fox's  speech.**  In  adverting  to  the  supposed  Coali- 
tion, be  said,  "  If,  however,  the  baneful  alliance  is  not  already  formed,  if  this  ill- 
^ened  marriage  is  not  already  solemnized,  I  know  a  just  and  lawful  impediment! 
^>  in  the  name  of  the  public  safety,  I^  here  forbid  the  bands."  After  vindicating 
wi  Shelburne,  and  bearing  testimony  to  his  abilities  and  zeal  in  the  service  of  his 
^ntry,.  he  thus  emphatically  ooncluded :  <*  I  was  not  very  eager  to  come  into 
^B^  and  shall  have  no  great  wlucUnce  to  go  out,  whenever  I  shall  be  dismissed 
"^  the  aenriee  of  the  pabiicj    It  {laa  been  the  grand  object  of  my  abort  official 


384  THE  HON.  HORACE  WALPOLE 

it;  yesterday  morning  acquainted  the  Cabinet  with  his  intention  o( 
retiring;  notified  that  resolution  to  the  rest  of  his  adherents  in  the 
evening,  and  resigned  his  post  this  morning.  la  fact»  it  would  have 
been  difficult  to  maintain  it  against  a  House  of  Commons  in  which, 
he  had  lost  the  majority,  and  in  which  the  supplies  are  not  yet  voted. 
Parliaments  are  not  to  be  governed  when  they  will  not  give  roooey 
to  govern  them  by.  This  Parliament,  too,  has  gotten  an  ugly  trick 
of  turning  out  even  those  who  did  pay  them  handsonr>eiy;*  and  yet 
some  people  in  the  country  are  so  visionary  as  to  imagine  they  could 
improve  the  constitution  or  construction  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
I  don't  know  what  such  folks  would  have,  if  they  are  not  content 
with  the  demolition  of  two  Administrations  in  one  year! 

As  Lord  Shelburne  has  been  routed  by  the  united  forces  of  Lord 
North  and  Mr.  Fox,  it  is  supposed  that  these  two  chieftains  will  form 
a  new  Administration  of  their  friends,  though  neither  will  be  the  no* 

existence  to  do  the  duties  of  my  station  with  all  the  ability  and  address-in  my  power, 
snd  with  a  fidelity  and  honour  which  -should  bear  me  ug,  and  give  me  confideDce. 
under  every  possible  contingency.  I  can  say  with  sincerity,  that  I  never  had  a 
wish  which  did  not  terminate  in  the  dearest  interests  of  the  nation.  I  will,  at  \bt 
same  time,  imitate  the  honourable  gentleman's  candour,  and  confess,  that  I  toobaM 
my  ambition.  High  situations  and  great  influence  are  desirable  objects  to  most  men, 
and  object»  which  I  am  not  ashamed  to  pursue,  but  even  solicitous  to  possess,  when- 
ever  they  can  be  acquired  with  honour  and  retained  with  dignity.  I  have  ever  been 
anxious  to  do  my  utmost  for  the  interest  of  my  country ;  it  has  been  roy  sole  concern 
to  act  an  honest  and  upright  part.  On  these  principles  alone  I  came  into  Parliameat 
and  into  place ;  and  I  take  the  whole  House  to  witness,  that  I  have  not  been  under  tba 
necessity  of  contradicting  one  public  declaration  I  have  ever  made.  I  am,  notwitb- 
Btanding,  at  the  disposal  of  the  House  ;.and  with  their  decision,  whatever  it  may  be,  I 
will  cheerfully  comply.  It  is  impossible  to  deprive  me  of  those  feelings  which  moaC 
always  result  from  the  sincerity  of  my  best  endeavours  to  fulfil  with  integrity  evoy 
official  engagement  You  may  take  from  me  the  privileges  and  emoluments  a 
place,  but  you  cannot  and  shall  not  take  from  me  those  habitual  and  warm  regank 
for  the  prosperity  of  Great  Britain  which  constitute  tiie  honour,  the  happinesB,  and 
the  pride  of  my  life;  and  which,  I  trust,  death  alone  can  extinguish.  And  with 
this  consolation,  the  loss  of  power  and  the  loss  of  fortUQe,.  though  I  affect  not  to  dec- 
piae,  [  hope  I  shall  soon  be  able  to  forget,. 

*  Laudo  manentem  ;  si  celeres  quatit 
Pennas,  resigno  quee  dedit— 

— ; probamque 

Pauperiem  sine  dote  quiero.'  "  * 

This  speech  drew  forth  the  warmest  applause  from  every  part  of  the  Hook* 
^  When  Mr.  Pitt  delivered  it,  I  was,**  says  his  college  preceptor  and  biographei, 
**  in  the  gallery  of  the  House,. sitting  next  to  a  young  man  who  was' then  a  great 
admirer  of  Mr.  Pitt,  but  was  afterwards  one  of  his- most  determined  and  powerfiil 
opponents  |Lsa  member  of  the  House.  He  did  not  know  me,. but  we  had  entered 
into  conversation  during  the  debate ;  and,  when  Mr.  Pitt  quoted  this  passage  frooi 
Horace,  he  turned  to  me  and  said  with  great  eagerness,  *  Why  did  he  omit  £t  mea 
virtote  roe  involve  1'  An  omission  generally  considered  as  marking  equally  tbe 
modesty  and  good  taste  of  Mr.  Pitt."  On  the  division  the  numbers  were,  for  Lord 
Joftn  Cavendish's  resolutions  207,  against  them  190:  thereby  leaving,  the  Biioistfin 
ioa  minority  of  seventeen. — ^£d.. 
*  Lord  North. 
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minal  Premier ;  the  first  declaring  against  beiog  the  Minister  again, 
aod  the  Duke  of  Portland  being  the  ostensible  successor  of  Lord 
Rockiogbam.  From  this  junction  the  new  Administration  is  ex- 
pected ;  but  how  it  is  to  be  transacted,  or  bow  arranged,  lam  totally 
igDorttnt. 

The  triumphant  party  declare  for  adherence  to  the  Peace,  though 
they  condemn  it.  Indeed,  I  hope  it  will  be  inviolate.  It  is  not  within 
the  compass  of  my  knowledge  to  pronounce  whether  we  could  have 
had  better  terms  or  not.*  T&y  are  better  than  for  some  years,  I  have 
thought  we  could  obtain  :  and  though  I  was  far  from  admirmg  Lord 
Shelburne's  conduct  last  spring,t  and  have  beea  as  far  from  applaud- 
ing his  behaviour  since,  which,  has  been  improper  in  every  light,  still 
I  am  glad  that  he  did  make  peace ;  and  I  am  not  less  persuaded,  that, 
had  the  war  continued,  we  should  not  only  have  suffered  still 
more,  but  made  a  peace  much  worse  at  the  ena.  Lord  Sbelburne'a 
motives  may  not  have  been  laudable ;  his  management  of  the  trei^ty 
injudicious  and  rash ;  still  I  prefer  the  peace,  such  as  it  is,  to  conti- 
nuation of  the  war.    I  believe  I  differ  from  some  of  my  best  friends ;. 

*  Dr.  FraDklin,  io  a  letter  of  the  17tK  of  March  to  bis  friend.  Dr.  Jonathan  Ship- 
ley, Dean  of  St.  Asapb,  thus  maintaiDS  that  better  terms  could  not  have  been  ob- 
tuned:  **  The  clamour  against  the  Peace  in  your  Parliament  would  alarm  roe  for 
itidantion,  if  I  were  not  of  opinion  with  you,  that  the  attack  is  rather  against  the 
IGoister.  I  am  confident  that  none  of  the  Opposition  would,  have  made  a  better 
peace  for  England,  if  they  had  been  in  Lord  SheJburne's  place ;  at  Least,  I  am  sure 
tbat  Lord  Stormont,  who  seems  loudest  in  railing  at  it,  is  not  the  man  that  could  have 
iKDded  it.  They  talk  much  of  there  being  no  reciprocity  in  our  treaty.  They 
tkink  nothing  then  of  our  passing  over  in  silence  the  atrocities  committed  by  their 
troops,  and  demanding  no  satisfaoiion  for  their  wanton  burnings  and  devastations  of 
Qor  &i»  towns  and  countries.  They  harve  heretofore  confessed  the  war  to  be  unjust  { 
iDii  nothing  is  plainer  in  reasoning,  than  that  the  mischiefs  done  in  an  unjust  war 
Ibould  be  repaired.  Can  Englishmen  be  so  partial  to  themselves  as  to  imagine  that 
tbi^  have  a  right  to  plunder  and  destroy  as  much  as  they  please,  and  then  without 
tttaiying  for  Sie  injuries  they  have  done,  to  have  peace  on  equal  terms  ?  Let  us 
sow  forgive  and  forget.  -  Let  eacb  country  seek  its  advancement  in  its  own  inter- 
lal  advantages  of  arts  and  agricalture,  not  in  retarding  or  preventing  the  prosperity 
of  the  other.  America,  with  God's  blessing,  becomes  a  great  and  happy  country; 
ind  England,  if  she  has  at  length  gained  wisdom,  will  have  gained  something  more 
viloable  and  more  essential  to  her  prosperity  than  all  she  has  lost,  and  will  still  be 
tgreat  and  respectable  nation."    Works,  vol.  ix.  p.  406.— Ed. 

t  When  he  negotiated  with  the  King  without  concert  with  Lord  RockioghanL 
[This  was  in  March  1782,  immediately  after  Lord  North  had  signified  to  the  House 
'of  Commons,  that  he  was  no  longer  Minister.  Upon  which  event,  the  King  is 
itated  by  Nicholls  <*  to  have  sent  for  Lord  Shelburne,  arranged  the  Administration 
with  him,  sent  the  Earl  to  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  to  inform  him  of  the  names 
of  the  noblemen  and  gentlemen  who  were  to  form  the  Cabinet,  arfd  of  the  diflTerent 
offices  they  were  to  fill.''  Mr.  Wilberforce,  in  his  Jtoumals,  thus  alludes  to  this 
interview;  In  1782,  I  first  knew  Fox  well:  he  giving  us  dinners  twice  or 
thrice;  very  pleasant  and  unafiTected.  I  was  invited  to  attend  at  Tommy.  Towns- 
hend's  during  the  formation  of  the  Ministry,  and  can  remember  when  the  jealousy 
between  the  Rockingham  and  iShelborne  parties  was  first  betrayed  by  F^'s  awk- 
ward manner,  when  he  let  out  that  the  King  had  been  seen  by  no  one  but  Lord 
Shelbame."— Ed.] 
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bat  I  mast  be  governed  by  my  own  feelings,  and  must  speak  the 
truth. 

Your  nephew  tells  me  he  intends  to  make  you  a  visit  next  month : 
he  makes  no  more  of  a  journey  to  Florence  than  of  going  to  York 
races;  and,  therefore,  I  am  glad  yoii  will  not  only  have  the  comfort 
of  seeing  him,  but  of  bearing  a  tliousand  things  expounded  that  can- 
not be  detailed  in  a  letter.*  The  new  system  will  probably  be  ad* 
justed  by  that  time.  I  shall  desire  him  to  carry  you  the  detail  of 
General  Murray's  trial  which  I  myself  shall  never  read.  It  was  an 
incident  that  made  no  impression  here.  This  great  city  is  wonder- 
fully curious,  though  exceedingly  indifferent.  The  latter  complexion 
occasions  the  former.  Every  body  wants  to  hear  something  new 
every  day,  no  matter  whether  good  or  bad.  They  forget  it  next  day, 
and  inquire  again  for  news.  At  this  moment  every  man's  mouth  and 
ear  is  open  to  learn  the  new  Administration — none  can  tell  yet ;  still 
dispositions  of  places  are  invented  and  circulated :  yet,  excepting  in- 
terested politicians,  nobody  really  cares  who  is  to  go  in  or  out ;  and 
when  the  change  is  completed,  it  will  be  forgotten  in  a  week.  This 
was  exactly  the  case  in  March  and  June  last.  Our  levity  is  unlike 
that  of  the  French :  they  turn  every  thing  into  a  jest,  an  epigram,  or  a 
ballad ;  we  are  not  pleasant,  but  violent,  and  yet  remember  nothing 
for  a  moment.  This  was  not  our  character  formerly.  Perhaps  the 
prostitution  of  patriotism,  and  the  daily  and  indiscriminate  publica- 
tions of  abuse  on  all  the  world,  have,  the  former  made  virtue  suspect- 
ed, and  the  latter  made  discredit  so  general,  that  virtue  is  either  not 
believed,  or  has  no  authority.  Can  the  people  be  much  attached  to 
any  man^  if  they  think  well  of  none  7  Can  they  hate  any  man  super* 
lativeiy,  if  they  think  ill  of  all  ?  In  my  own  opinion,  we  have  no  po- 
sitive character  at  present  at  all.  We  are  not  so  bad  as  most  great 
nations  have  been  when  sinking.  We  have  no  excessive  vices,  no 
raging  animosities.  A  most  absurd  and  most  disgraceful  civil  war 
produced  no  commotions.  A  peace  far  from  glbrious  to  be  sure,  and 
condemned,  pleases  many,  seriously  provokes  very  few.  It  will  sink 
into  silent  contempt,  as  soon  as  the  new  Ministers  are  appointed.  The 
peace  of  Paris,  more  ignominious  as  the  termination  of  a  most  tri- 
umphant war,  was  scarce  mentioned  after  the  preliminaries  had  been 
approved  in  Parliament  If  you  find  these  features  resembling  those 
of  former  England,  then  I  am  wrong  to  think  our  national  character 
altered. 

There  has  been  A  deep  snow,  which  has  prevented  my  going  out^ 
or  having  seen^anybody  to-day ;  so,  if  there  is  anything  new,  I  hope 
your  nej^ew  will  write  it.    Adieu  I 

♦  Sir  Horace  Mann  the  younger  not  only  voted  with  the  majority  on  the  lasf  de- 
bate, but  made  a  strong  attack  upon  the  peace,  which  he  said  he  execrated,  *'as  it 
was  in  his  opinion  a  heap  of  every  thing  that  was  disgraceful  and  degrading  to  hia. 
country."    Pari,  His.  vol.  xxiii.  p.  513.— Ed.. 
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March  10, 1783. 

I BGOAN  a  letter  to  you  yesterday  seve^pight,  latending  to  send  it 
away  the  next  day :  so  I  did  on  Friday,  by  which  time  I  concluded 
ft  new  Administration  would  be  settled.  That  is  not  just  the  case 
yet;  and  therefore  I  have  laid  aside  my  commenced  letter  (which, 
however,  you  may  get  some  time  or  other^  and  begin  another — ^just 
to  stay  your  stomach  till  I  can  tell  you  something  positive.  To-day 
I  shall  not  utter  a  word  of  politics,  as  they  might  be  addled  by  to* 
morrow. 

My  old  aunt,  and  your  old  acquaintance,  Lady  Walpole,  died  yes- 
\  terday  morning,  at  past  eighty-seven.*  She  has  been  quite  blind  for 
some  years;  but  so  well,  that,  having  a  fever  last  year  of  which  she 
recovered,  she  said  it  was  the  first  money  she  had  ever  laid  out  with 
ao  apothecary  for  herself.  I  sat  an  hour  with  her  three  weeks  ago; 
aod  never  saw  her  look  better,  nor  possess  her  senses  more. 

Another  person  you  once  knew,  died  at  the  same  time  in  a  more 
dismal  way — A  TAnglaise.  Mr.  Skrine  shot  hinrself ;  they  say,  from 
distressed  circumstances. 

Tuesday,  llth. 

My  vow  of  not  uttering  a  word  of  politics  being  confined  in  the 
literal  sense  to  yesterday,!  shall  open  my  pen's  mouth  again  so  far 
as  to  tell  you  that  the  Interministerium  stiJl  exists,  as  far  as  Nonentity 
is  a  Being.  Do  not  imagine  that  we  fed  any  inconvenience  from 
the  Administration  wanting  a  Head.  Every  thing  goes  on  more 
quietly  for  that  defect.  The  Parliament  sits — business  is  done  with- 
out obstruction,  for  nobody  can  be  opposed  when  there  is  nobody  to 
he  opposed ;  the  inference,  I  doubt,  is,  that  a  Minister  is  opposed, 
not  for  what  he  doetf  but  for  what  he  is.  In  thejable  of  iEsop,  the 
Head  and  Members  were  starved  out  when  they  would  not  feed  the 
Belly :  here  we  now  find,  that  if  the  Belly  and  Members  are  well 
crammed,  they  can  jog  on  mighty  comfortably  without  the  head. 

The  newspapers  will  tell  yod,  that  tenders  of  the  first  place  have 
been  made  to  various  persons,  who  have  declined  it,  and  that  a  veto 
has  been  put  on  the  only  person  who  is  ready  to  acceptf  These 
reports  I  neither  aflirm  nor  deny ;  for  I  know  nothing  but  town*talk. 
You  would  naturally  ask  me,  *•  But  what  do  you  believe  ?"  I  reply, 
'^Nothing  !''     When  people  are  quite  ignorant  of  what  is  doing,  in- 

*In  1720,  Horatio,  first  Lord  Walpole  of  Wolterton,  married  Mary  Mag;dalen, 
dauebter  and  co-heire66  of  Peter  Lombard,  Esq.,  of  Burnham  Thorpe,  in  tbe  county 
of  Norfolk,  with  whom  he  obtained  a  considerable  fortune.  She  survived  her  hus- 
band twenty -six  years.  Towards  the  latter  part  of  her  life,  she  lost  her  sight,  a 
misfortune  which  she  is  said  to  Ijave  borne  with  extreme  serenity. — Ed. 

t  The  Duke  of  Portland.  This  long  suspense  was  occasioned  by  the  King's  un- 
willingness to  take  the  Duke  of  Portland  and  the  old  Whigs  for  Ministers. 
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Stead  of  confessing  their  ignorance,  they  coin  knowledge  and  invent 
something  that  others  at  least  may  believe.  Thus  I  Imve  been  told 
positively  for  this  last  fortnight  of  so  many  premiers  being  appointed, 
that  at  last  I  have  determined  to  disbelieve  any  thing  I  hear,  but  to 
believe  nothing.  In  that  |uspense  I  leave  you  for  the  present.  Ex- 
cepting a  million  of  lies^  you  know  as  much  as  the  whole  town  of 
London  does ;  and^  if  there  are  half  a  dozen  of  truths  amid  that  in- 
undation of  falsehoods,  my  spectacles' are  not  good  enough  to  discri- 
minate the  precious  stones  from  the  counterfeits ;  and,  as  I  am  too 
old  to  wear  jewels,  it  is  pretty  indifierent  to  me  which  are  diamoods, 
and  which  Bristol-stones^  I  only  take  care  not  to  send  you  bits  of 
glass.    Adieu ! 


LETTER  CCCXCVm. 

Sunday,  March  2, 178S. 
[This  is  the  letter  mentioned  in  the  preceding  to  have  been  begoO) 
hni  it  was  not  sent  away  till  March  18th.] 

It  is  not  quite  new  in  this  country,  though  not  so  frequent  as  in 
your  neigtibourhood,  to  see  a  sede  vacante;  here,  I  call  it  an  Inter- 
•ministerium.  There  is  this  difference  between  the  two  vacuums;  *t 
Rome,  the  pretence  is,  that  the  Holy  Ghost  does  not  know  its  own 
mind  till  the  majority  fixes  it.  Here,  the  majority  has  decided;  but 
inspiration  has  not  yet  given  the  fiat  As  even  what  passes  vrithin 
the  Conclave  is  known,  or  guessed,  or  reported  falsely ;  so  here  peo- 
ple pretend  to  account  foi;  the  present  hiatus  in  government.  I  do 
not  warrant  what  I  am  going  to  tell  you ;  only  send  you  the  creed 
^f  the  day. 

Lord  Shelburne  resigned  the  Treasury  last  Monday,  and  the  Duke 
of  Portland  was  ready  to  take  his  place ;  being  named  thereto  by 
the  united  factions  of  the  Cardinals,  Fox  and  North.  The  Holy 
Ghost  is  said  to  be  highly  displeased  with  that  junction;  and,  instead 
of  imposition  of  hands  on  the  elect,  offered  the  ministerial  tiara  to 
the  juvenile  Cardinal,  William  Pitt;  who,  after  pondering  in  bts 
heart  so  effulgent  a  Gall,  and  not  finding  his  vocation  ratified  by  & 
majority  of  the  Sacred  College,  humbly  declined  the  splendid  nomi- 
nation on  Thursday  last.*    Clouds  and  darkness  have  hung  over  tbe 

*The  consequence  of  thta  two  divisions  upon  the  Peace  was,  that  Lord  Shelbariic 
and  the  rest  of  the  Ministers  resigned  their  offices,  or  declared  themselves  rewy 
to  do  so,  as  soon  as  their  successors  should  be  fixed  upon ;  and  it  became  necesalj 
that  a  new  Administration  should  be  formed.  The  King  was  very  reluctant  to  ip" 
ply  to  Lord  North  and  Mr.  Fox,  the  union  between  whom  could  not  but  be  higliV 
displeasing  to  his  Majesty.  He  was  therefore  induced  to  propose  to  Mr.  Pitt  to 
succeed  Lord  Shelburne  as  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury.  "This,**  says  the  Bishop 
of  Winchester,  '*  was  a  most  dazzling  offer  to  so  young  a  man,  and  demanded,  Mk 
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last  two  dBj9. — Here  I  pause  till  the  sky  clears :  at  present,  I  know 
DO  more  than  the  Pope  of  Rotne  what  is  doing. 

Wednesday  night,  5tb. 
This  letter,  which  was  to  have  speeded  to  3rou  last  night,  could 
not  get  its  complement,  the  political  atmosphere  being  still  overcast. 
Cardinal  North  was  summoned  to  the  Vatican  on  Monday,*  where 
macb  entreaty  was  used  to  detach  him  from  his  new  confederation, 
but  in  vain;  and  he  was  dismissed  with  a  declaration,  that  any  terms 
should  be  granted,  except  the  disbursement  of  St  Peter's  pence  by 
the  Head  of  a  heretical  faction.  The  Cardinal  had  another  short 
audience  last  night,  with  as  little  eflfect.  This  morning,  it  is  said,  the 
young  Cardinal  I  mentioned,  and  two  others,  have  been  closeted ; 
and  there  ends  the  second  part  of  this  interlude,  as  far  as  I  know. 
If  things  remain  in  suspense  till  Friday  night,  I  shall  still  withhold 
this:  you  had  better  remain  in  negative  than  in  positive  uncertainty, 
unless  your  nephew  gives  you  any  hint.  For  my  part,  I  do  not 
choose,  at  such  a  crisis,  to  divulge  our  bickerings,  though  they  can 
be  no  secret. 

March  ISthl 
I  began  this  letter,  as  you  perceive,  a  fortnight  ago;  but  we  have 
remained  in  such  confusion  till  yesterday,  that  truly  I  did  not  care  to 
give  you  an  account  that  might  delight  foreigners,  and  would  give 
you  an  anxiety  that  I  could  neither  remove,  nor  cared  to  explain.  I 
shall  now  send  you  a  few  lines  to-morrow,  ^at  will  make  you  easy 
bv  announcing  a  settlement ;  but,  as  your  nephew  will  set  out  for 
Florence  next  week,  I  will  commit  this  to  him ;  which  will  give  you 
a  fuller  explanation,  though  it  will  be  longer  before  you  receive  it. 

npon  private  and  public  grounds,  the  rooet  serious  consideration.  By  far  the  mater 
number  of  the  friends  whom  he  consulted,  advised  him  to  accept  the  ofier;  bat,  a^ 
ter  reflecting  upon  the  opposition  which  he  must  experience  from  the  two  numerous 
tnd  powerful  parties  at  the  head  of  which  were  Lord  North  and  Mr.  Fox,  he  was 
convinced  there  was  no  prospect  of  his  obtaining  that  degree  of  support  in  Parlia- 
ment, without  which  no  Administration  can  be  elective  or  beneficial  to  the  country, 
and  therefore  felt  himself  under  an  imperious  obligation  to  decline  the  offisr."  This 
offier  was  made  on  the  24th  of  February,  and  on  the  following  day  Mr.  Dundas 
nwved,  that  the  House  of  Commons  should  adjourn  to  the  28th ;  the  object  of  which 
molion,  though  not  avowed,  the  Bishop  states  to  have  been,  to  give  time  to  Mr.  Pitt 
to  consider  his  Majesty's  oflTer ;  and  it  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  49  to  37.  The 
following  passages  from  Mr.  Wiiberforce's  Diary  throw  light  on  what  took  place 
in  the  interval :  **  Feb.  34th.  Dined  at  Pitt's :  heard  of  the  very  surprising  propo- 
sition. 25tb.  Ministry  still  undecided.  28tb.  Ministers  still  unappointed.  T. 
Townshend  called,  and  in  vain  persuaded  Pitt  to  Uke  it  29th.  The  chariot  to 
Wimbledofl :  Pitt,  &c.,  to  dinner,  and  sleep.    Nothing  settled." 

*  **  March  3rd.  This  evening,  or  on  Sunday  evening,  the  King  sent  for  Lord 
North,  having  previously  seen  Lord  Guilford,  and  they  parted  on  bad  terms ;  Rex 
refusing  to  take  Charles  Fox,  and  North  iogive  him  up.  5th.  King  saw  North  a 
second  time.  Both  continue  stout.  12th.  This  day  Lord  North  was  commissioned, 
being -sent  for  by  the  King,  to  desire  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  form  a  Ministry." 
Wilberforoe's  Diary.^Eo. 
VOL.  II. — 25 
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Iq  short*  whether  Lord  Sbelburne  retained  his  inflaence  in  the 
Closet,  or  endeavoured  to  preserve  it ;  or  whether  mere  aversion  to 
Charles  Fox  and  the  Cavendishes,  who  govern  the  remnant  of  the 
Rockingham  faction,  wa 4  the  cause ;  Lord  Shelburne,  the  Chancel- 
lor, the  Lord  Advocate,  and  some  of  the  old  Bedford  squadron, 
seconded  the  King's  wishes  to  patch  up  a  succedaneous  Administra- 
tion, though  without  Lord  Shelburne  for  ostensible  Minister.  The 
first  idea  was  to  oiTer  the  Treasury  to  young  Pitt,  whose  vanity  was 
at  first  naturally  staggered ;  but  his  discretion  got  the  better,  and  he 
declined.  It  was  then  ofiered  to  Lord  Gower,  who  had  not  resolch 
tion  enough  to  accept.  At  last.  Lord  North,  as  I  told  you,  was  sent 
for,  and  it  wds  proposed  to  him  earnestly  to  resume,  his  old  rudder; 
but  he  avowed  his  new  alliance  with  Fox,  and  proposed  the  Duke  of 
Portland.  This  was  absolutely  rejected ;  and  a  resolution  was  de- 
clared of  not  appointing  the  Duke  premier,  though  all  the  rest  of  his 
party  might  have  places.  This  strange  interval  lasted  from  Sunday 
night  to  the  Tuesday  sevennight  following.  All  men  were  in  amaie- 
ment,  and  nobody  knew  how  this  Gordian  knot  would  be  cut.  I 
believe  it  was  expected,  perhaps  hoped,  that  Mr.  Fox  and  his  asso- 
ciates would  fly  out  into  violence ;  which  would  revolt  a  verv  fluclD- 
ating  House  of  Commons,  in  which  the  Tories,  though  they  had  fol- 
lowed Lord  North,  their  old  commander,  against  Lord  Shelburoe, 
might  repent  their  desertion  of  prerogative,  and  leave  the  new  allies, 
North  and  Fox,  once  more  in  a  minority;  but  these  were  too  cunning 
to  precipitate  their  plan,  and  kept  their  temper ;  while  the  Crown 
received  so  many  rebufis,  and  found  it  impossible  to  form  any  other 
Ministry,  that  at  last  Lord  North  was  again  sent  for,  and  ordered  to 
form  a  new  arrangement  according  to  the  system  he  had  adopted 
and  proposed ;  but  was  desired  to  make  it  broad  enough,  that  there 
might  not  be  another  change  soon.*  Whether  the  latter  part  of  the 
command  will  be  easily  executed,  I  don't  know.  The  Coalition  of 
North  s^nd  Foxt  has  given  extreme  offence  reciprocally  to  many  of 

*  This  was  certainly  an  insincerity  to  lull  the  allies  asleep,  as  appeared  nioe 
monlhs  sfterwards ;  and,  even  so  early  as  the  following  August,  the  King  dropped 
hints  of  his  meditating  another  change. 

t  Mr.  Eden,  aflerwards  Lord  Auckland,  was  supposed  to  have  been  the  persoa 
who  had  the  principal  weight  with  Lord  North  upon  this  occasion.  **He  \vt8 
called,**  says  Bishop  Tomlioe,  *'  the  father  of  the.  Coalition,  and  I  myself  heard  Mr. 
Sheridan  attribute  the  Coalition  to  him.*'  Lady  Charlotte  Lindsay,  the  surviving 
daughter  of  Lord  North,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  Lord  Brougham  in  February  1830r 
and  inserted  in  the  first  volume  of  his  Lordship's  Historical  Sketches  of  Statefiooeo 
who  flourished  in  the  reign  of  George  the  Third,  observes,  in  allusion  to  the  modi 
criticized  Coalition,  "  The  proverb  says,  •  Necessity  acquaints  us  with  strange  bed- 
fellows ;**  it  is  no  less  true,  that  dislike  of  a  third  party  reconciles  adversaries.  My 
eldest  brother  was  a  Whig  by  nature,  and  an  enthusiastic  admirer  of  Mr.  Fox;  bet 
together  with  Mr.  Adam  and  Mr.  Eden,  were,  I  believe,  the  chief  promoters  of  the 
Coalition.  My  mother,  I  remember,  was  averse  to  it;  not  that  sho  troubled  her 
bead  with  being  a  Tory  or  Whig,  but  she  feared  it  would  compromise  her  husbtod*' 
political  consistency."  With  many  others,  Sir  Samuel  Romilly  appears  to  have 
been  greatly  disgusted  at  what  had  taken  place :  **  I  suppose,"  he  says,  in  a  letter 
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their  friends,  and  I  believe  is  not  very  popular  in  the  country ;  nay> 
I  question  whether  they  are  -very  sure  of  either  House  6f  Parliament • 
Of  the  Court  they  cannot  be,  which  has  shown  so  much  aversion ; 
and,  as  in  March  last,  has  aflPronted  the  Duke  of  Portland,  like  Lord 
Rockingham,  by  appointing  another  person  to  treat  with  him.  Many 
expect  the  two  allies  will  break  agafh — I  own  I  do  not  believe  that : 
but  as  few,  by  the  reduction  of  employments,  and  by  the  fulness  of 
other  places,  whence  the  present  occupiers  will  be  remove^!,  can  be 
provided  for,  I  foresee  a  pretty  strong  Opposition;  and  young  Pitt, 
whose  character  is  as  yet  little  singed,  and  who  has  many  Youths, 
of  his  own  age  and  of  parts,*  attached  to  him,  will  be  ready  to  head 
a  new  party.  There  are  many  other  circumstances,  too  long  to  de- 
tail, that  will  favour  my  ic^eas.  Your  nephew  will  supply  a  verbal 
comment ;  but  pray  remember  to  send  me  this  letter^  and  the  rest  of 
mine,  by  him. 

The  peace  and  the  new  arrangement  are  certainly  fortunate.  A 
duration  of  obstinacy  against  the  latter  might  have  endangered  the 

to  his  friend  Roget,  '*  all  the  gazettes  have  proclaimed  to  you  the  scandaloas  alli- 
aDce  between  Fox  and  Lord  North.  It  is  not  Fox  alone,  but  all  his  party ;  so  mach, 
that  it  is  no  exaggeration  to  say,  that,  of  all  tKe  public  characters  of  this  devoted 
ODontry  (Mr.  Pitt  only  excepted,)  there  ie  not  a  man  who  has,  or  who  deserves,  the 
nation's  confidence.  •  But  that  even  those  men  may  not  be  judged  unheard,  the  apo- 
logy for  their  condact  which  they  offer,  or  rather  upon  which  they  insult  the  public^ 
is  this:  They  say,  the  great  cause  of  enmity  between  them  was  the  American  war, 
which  being  removed,  there  remains'  no  obstacle  to  their  now  becoming  friends ; 
that  this  country  has  long  been  shamefully  rent  with  party  feuds  and  animosities,  to 
which  it  is  high  time  to  put  ai>  end,  by  uniting  all  the  talents  of  the  country  in  one 
Administration  :  that  their  alliance  implies  no  departure  from  their  ancient  princi- 
ples ;  for  though  each  party  consents  to  act  with  men  whom  they  furmeely  opposed, 
yet  neither  gives  up  any  of  their  political  sentiments:  that  an  Administration 
formed  of  men  holding  contrary  speculative  opinions  in  politics,  id  no  novelty  in 
this  coantry :  that  even  Lord  Shelbufne's  Administration  was  one  of  this  kind ;  the 
Chancellor  and  the  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland  being  the  warm  Advocates  of  the 
Crown,  and  of  the  present  Constitution ;  and  the  other  Minister^  being  the  zealous 
friends  of  the  people^  and  the  promoters  of  a  reformation  of  the  Constitution.  These 
sophisms  are  not  worth  refuting."    Life,  vol.  i.  p.  269.— Ed. 

*  The  Youths  of  his  own  age  and  of  parts,  here  allifded  to  by  Walpole,  were  Mr. 
Wilberforoe,  Mr.  Henry  Bankes,  Mr.  Pepper  Arden,  Mr.  Eliot,  and  Mr.  Dudley 
Ryder.  With  these  ^ong  friends,  Mr.  Pitt,  as  is  shown  by  Mr.  Wilberforce's 
IHary,  passed  at  tliis  time  most  of  his  leisure  hours :  **  March  3l8t.  Pitt  resigned 
to-day..  Dined  Pitt's:  then  Goostree's,  where  supped.  April  3rd.  Wimbledon, 
where  Pitt,  &c.  dined  and  slept.  Evening  walk ;  bed  a  little  past  two.  4th.  D> 
licions  day.  Lounged  morning  at  Wimbledon  with  friends,  foining  at  nigrht  nnd 
niQ  ahoot  the  garden  for  an  hour  or  two.*'  **  Little  was  it  known,"  says  Mr»  Wil- 
berforce's biographer,  *'  by  those  who  saw  him  only  in  bis  pubjic  course,  that  the 
stiffness  of  Mr.  Pitfs  ordinary  manner  Could  thus  at  times  unbend,  and  wanton  ia 
these  exuberant  bursts  of  natural  vivacity.  The  sports  of  the  rigid  Scipio  and 
meditative  Ltelius,  in  their  ungirded  hours,  were  equalled  by  the  *foining8  of  the 
garden  at  Wimbledon,  where  Pitt's  overflowing  spirits  carried  him  to  every  height 
of  jest.  *  We  found,  one  morning,  the  fruits  of  Pitt's  earlier  rising  in  the  careful 
sawing  of  the  garden-beds  with  the  fragments  of  a  dress-hat  in  which  Ryder  had 
overnight  come  down  from  the  Opera.'  It  was  in  this  varied  and  familiar  inters 
eoarae  that  their  roataal  affection  was  matured.."    Life,  vol.  i.  p.  27.— Eo. 
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former.  Our  situation,  however,  is  far  from  admirable;  and  fallea 
we  are  very  low  ia  every  respect — nay,  have  no  symptoms  of  a  na- 
tion returning  to  its  seolses,  and  thinkins  of  repairing  its  errors  and 
recovering  its  consideration.  Mr.  Fox,  I  anq  persuaded,  had  he  full 
authority,  is  most  capable  of  undertaking  su^h  a  task;  as,  of  all  men 
living,  Lord  Shelburne  has  shown  himself  the  most  insufficieot. 
Every  day  of  his  administration  produced  new  proofs  of  his  follyi 
duplicity,  indiscretion,  contradictions,  and  disregard  of  all  principles. 
He  was  fallen  into  the  lowest  contempt,  even  before  his  power  wi^ 
shaken.  He  will  have  full  time  to  reflect  on  his  errors ;  and  yet 
hitherto  he  has  seemed  insensible  of  thei:n,  and  incapable  of  correct- 
ing  them.  The  Duke  of  Portland  is  a  cypher.  Lord  North  has  lately 
shown  himself  a  dexterous  poIiticiaD  for  his  own  interests,  thoogb  a 
most  fatal  Minister  to  us,  and  uncreditable  to  himself,  and  not  very 
grateful  to  his  Master.  Still,  such  was  our  blindness,  he  was  tb^ 
most  popular  man  in  England,  even  after  his  fall ;  but  that  vision  is 
dispelled,  and  he  will  be  seen  hereafter  in  his  true  colours,  as  a  bad 
minister  and  a  selfish  man,  who  bad  abilities  enough  to  have  made  a 
very  different  figure.    Adieu ! 

March  18th. 
P.S.  I  have  been  telling  you  what  may  be  true;  but  at  least  it  is 
not  so  yet.  The  Administration  that  was  thought  settled,  is  not 
The  Duke  of  Portland  was  invited,  and  refused  in  the  same  breath; 
that  is,  was  ordered  to  send  his  list  in  writing,  and  would  not :  and, 
lest  any  part  should  be  in  the  right,  he  and  his  new  friend  Lord  North 
are  npt  agreed  on  their  list;  a^d  yet  they  and  their  Sovereign  have 
squabbled  about  part  of  that  unsettled  list.  He  has  insisted  on  keep- 
ing the  Chancellor,  they  on  dismissing  him.  Why?  oh!  thereby 
hangs  a  tale,  more  serious  than  all  the  rest.  George  the  Fourth*  has 
linked  himself  with  Charles  Fox.  The  Chancellor  was  consulted  (by 
the  King.)  and  is  said  to  have  expressed  himself  in  terms  that  would 
be  treason,  if  the  present  tense  were  the  future  ;t  but,  that  I  may  not 
be  in  the  same  praemunire,  I  leave  to  your  nephew  to  expound  the 
rest  by  word  of  mouth.  I  expect  every  minute  to  receive  my  packet 
This  letter,  1  hope,  and  he,  will  give  you  a  clue  that  may  make  yon 
understand  my  future  despatches,  which  will  be  circumspect,  not  so 
much  against  home  inspection  as  foreign.  We  are  in  such  a  dis- 
tracted state,  and  may  continue  so,  that  1  shall  avoid  touching  on  our 
confusions  more  than  shall  be  too  notorious  to  be  concealed.  As  to 
who  .are  or  shall  be  Ministers,  I  care  very  little.  All  parties  are  con- 
founded and  intermixed,  without  being  reconciled.  My  belief  is,  that 
new  distractions  will  arise,  and,  after  some  scene  of  anarchy,  a  new 
sera.  You  may  depend  upon  it,  that  I  shall  have  nothing  to  do  with  it; 
and  consequently  shall  know  nothing  but  outlines.    I  withdraw  royaelf 

*  The  Prince  of  Wales.    His  connexion  with  Charles  Pox  made  the  King  detest 
the  latter,  and  was  the  principal  cause  of  his  dislike  to  the  proposed  Administrttion. 
t  That  is,  if  the  Prince  were  King. 
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more  and  more  from  the  world,  have  few  connexions  left,  and  des- 
pise supremely  such  old  simpletons  as  thrust  themselves  amongst  ge- 
nerations  two  or  three  degree  younger.  If  one  outlives  one's  con- 
temporaries,  it  ia  no  reason  for  supposing  one  shall  ^cut  a  new  set  of 
teeth. 


LETTER  CCCXCIX. 

Tharaday,  April  8, 1783. 

I  MARK  the  very  day  of  the  week  on  which  I  begin  my  letter,  be- 
cause of  late  nothing  has  proved  true ;  at  least,  not  lasting  for  four- 
and-twenty  hours.  For  these  three  weeks  I  have  said  to  every  body 
that  called  on  me  and  told  me  news,  **  I  beg  your  pardon,  but  I  will 
not  believe  anything  you  tell  mer  all  I  can  do  is  to  disbelieve." 
Well  I  at  last  there  is  an  Administration — it  has  kissed  hands ;  and 
therefore,  were  it  to  be  destroyed  to-morrow,  it  will  have  been.  In 
a  word.  Lord  North  was  sent  for  once  more  on  Tuesday  night,  at)d 
was  ordered  to  tell  the  Duke  of  Portland,  that  his  Grace's  arrange- 
ment would  be  accepted.  Accordingly,  the  new  Cabinet  kissed 
hands  yesterday:  the  Dukeof  Portland,  as  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury ; 
Lord  John  Cavendish,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ;  Lord  Stormont, 
President  of  the  council ;  Lord  North  and  Mr.  Fox,  Secretaries  of 
State;  Lord  Carlisle,  Privy  Seal;  Lord  Keppel,  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty.  This  is  all  I  know  yet:  for  reports^  even  crediting,  I 
should  not  repeat  them  till  they  have  taken  seisin  ;  as>  on  a  change 
of  Administration,  places,  like  insects,  undergo  a  variety  of  trans- 
formations, at  least  in  the  eyes  of  rumour,,  before  the  metamorphoses 
are  completed.  As  my  letter  will  not  leave  London  till  to-morrow,. 
I  may  be  able  to  tell  you  more.  I  sent  you  a  key  by  your  nephew,, 
which  will  unlock  much  of  what  is  past. 

In  the  mean  time,  let  us  talk  of  Cavalier  Mozzi.  I  have  received 
your  letter,  with  his  enclosed  to  Mr.  Duane;.  which  I  sent  imme>- 
diatefy,  and  have  seen  the  letter  this  morning.  He  is  to  appoint  Mr. 
Sharpe  and  Lucas  to  meet  him  here,  if  they  can,  on  Monday  or 
Tuesday  next ;  and  when  we  have  heard  all  they  have  to  say,  Mr- 
Duane  and  I  shall  talk  it  over  together,  and  I  hope  give  a  more  fa- 
vourable decision  than  Cavalier  Mozzi  is  willing  to  submit  to.  Since 
Mozzi  has  so  long  delayed  coming,  I  see  no  occasion  for  it  now..  In«- 
deed,  the  walls  of  Florence  seems  impassable,  or  your  principie'd 
Earl*  would  not  have  been  riveted  there  so  longw  How  strange  he 
is!  neither  parent  nor  children  can  draw  him  from  that  specific  spot! 
But  we  are  a  lunatic  nation  t 

They  tell  us  that  the  Sicilian' and  Neapolitan  tragedy  has  not  been 

*Earl  Cowper,  made  Prince  Nassaa  by  the  Emperor.  He  had  lately,  sent  his. 
chQdren  to  England  to-be  edueated,  yet  did  not  fblbw  them  himself. 

85* 
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80  very  dreadftil  as  at  first  represented.  I  hope  my  friend,  the  Pro- 
fessor of  Earthquakes,  Sir  William  Hamilton)  will  give  a-  full  ac* 
count  of  it,  and  not  treat  it  with  your  Pope's  indifierence. 

Mr.  Fox  is  again  your  principal,  and  a  very  agreeable  one  he  wili 
be :  there  is  no  walk  in  which  Ae  will  not  shine, 

Friday,  4th. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  resigned  yesterday.  Of  new  preferments, 
to-day  produced  but  the  following:  Burke,  Paymaster;  Spanish 
Charles  Townshend,  Treasurer  of  the  Navy ;  Eden,  Vice-treasurer 
of  Ireland ;  Lord  Surrey,  Frederick  Montagu,  and  Sir  Grey  Cooper, 
Lords  of  the  Treasury ;  and  John  Townshend,  of  the  Admiralty. 
These  are  nothing  to  vou,  but  your  nephew  will  like  to  know.  I 
tell  you  none  of  the  Who-are-to-be's,  to  save  myself  the  trouble  of 
contradiction,  if  I  should  misinform  you.* 

I  believe  some  of  your  earthquake  weather  has  reached  hither;  for 
it  has  been  so  warm  for  these  five  days,  that,  on  opening  my  window 
to  the  Square  this  morning,  I  found  a  large  wasp  on  the  outside,, 
which  soon  flew  away..    Adieu  I 
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JBCirkeley  Square,  April  90, 1783. 
I  FEAR  poor  Cavalier  Mozzi  will  not  find  himself  much  advanced, 
though  Mr.  Duane  and  I  have  made  a  beginning.  He  might  as  well 
have  a  suit  in  Chancery,  if  we  go  no  faster  than. we  have  done*  We 
sat  the  first  morning  near  four  hours,  and  then  could  proceed  no 
further,  for  a  point  of  law  being  started,  upon^which  it  was  necessary 
to  take  the  opinion  of  counsel ;  which  Sharpe  took  down  to  state 
to  two  of  the  first. lawyers.  All  our  three  said  we  should  obtain  that 
opinion  immediately ;  and  immediateh.  h^s  already  lasted  above  three 
w^eks,  and.  I  have  not  heard  a  word  from  my  fellow-labourers.. 

*Oa  the  2nd  of  April,  aft<*r  repeateid  impedimenta  and  interroptiona,  which 
strongly  marked  the  relactance  of  the  King  in  acaeding  to  the  arrangemeot,  the 
Coalition  Adminiatration  was  announced,  conaisting  of  the  Dake  of  Portland,  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasary ;  Lord  North  and  Mr..  Fox,  Princi|>al  Secretaries  of  State; 
Lord  John^  Cavendish,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ;  Lord  Keppel,  First  Lord  i 
the  Admiralty;  Viscount  Stormont,  President  of  the  Council;  the  Barl  of  CarJinle, 
Lord  Privy  Seal.  The  above  seven  formed  the  Cabinet.  The  Great  Seal  waa  pol 
into. commission:  the  Commissioners  being  Lord  Loughborough,  Sir  W.  H.  Aa- 
burat,  and  Sir  Beaumont  Hotbam.  The  Earl  of  Hertford,  Lord  Chamberlain ;  Vis- 
count Townshend,  Master-General  of  the  Ordnance;  the  Hon.  Aichard  Fitzpalrick, 
Secretary  at  War ;  Edmund  Burke,  Esq.,  Paymaster  of  the  forces ;  Charles  Towns- 
hend, Esq.,  Treasurer  of  the  Navy ;  James  Wallace,  Esq.,  Attornev-Greneral ;  John 
Lee,  Esq.,  Solicitor  General ;  Richard  Brindsley  Sheridan,  E^sq.,  and  Richard  Burke, 
Esq.,  Secretaries  to  the  Treasury ;  the  Earl  of  Northington,  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland ;  William  Windham,  Esq.,  Secretary  for  Ireland ;  and  William  Gden,  Em^ 
Vice-Treasurer. — ^£d. 
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Between  Easter  and  Newmarket,  policies  have  besD  a  little  at 
a  stand :  there  had  been  vivacities  in  both  Houiesi  but  no^division  in 
either.  The  heat  of  the  war  seemsr  likely  to  lie  in  that  of  the  Lords. 
The  newspapers  specify  the  preferments :  the  one  most  difficult  to  be 
filled,  the  Vice-royalty  of  Ireland,  is  at  last  supplied  by  Lcird  North- 
ington.  Mr.  Windham,  whom  you  saw  lately  in  Italy,  is  his  Secretary, 
Mr.  Trevor,  second  son  of  Lord  Hampden,  who  has  been  employed 
in  Grermany,  is  to  be  your  neighbour  at  Turin.  There  seems  to  be  a 
little  suspense  in  Lord  Mountstewart's  destination  to  Madrid.  The 
French  Ambassador^  D'Ademar,  is  expeoted  incessantly,  for  the 
Duke  of  Manchester  is  gone  to  Paris.  '  It  is  well  these  articles  are 
eaonected  with  your  vocation,  or  they  would  not  be  worth  noting :  but 
(have  nothing  more  material  to  tell  you.  After  a  war,  and  so  many 
changes  of  Administrations,,  it  might  be  natural  to  repose  a  little ;  but 
perhaps  we  may  not  be  arrived  at  a  settlement  yet.* 

When  yoa  wrote  last,  your  nephew  was  not  arrived  at  Florence ; 
but  I  conclude  he  was  before  your  letter  had  made  ten  posts :  for  he 
travels  as  fast  as  your  own  couriers.  I  shall  grudge  your  having 
him  for  one  particular  day  in  next  week ;  when  Mr.  Pitt  is  to  move 
for  the  alteration  of  the  Representation,  against  which  your  nephew 
is  as  zealous  as  I  am.  It  will  probably  not  be  carried ;  but  I  wish  it 
knocked  on  the  head  by  as  many  blows  as  possible.  -  Our  Constitn* 
tion  has  resisted  all  kinds  of  shocks ;  but,  if  it  changes  itself,  who  can 
Cbresee  the  consequence  7  We  have  lost  our  grandeur !  I  hope 
our  felicity  is  not  to  follow  it  I  It  is  a  disinterested  wish,  as  most  of 
mine  are ;  for  the  progress  of  revolutions  to  come  will  scarcely  enter 
into  the  volume  in  which  I  am  concerned. 

The  newspapers  intimate  that  you  were  in  the  right,  when  you 
judged  that  the  two  ambitious  Imperialsf  were  determined  to  treat 
the  Turkish  empire  as  they  did  Poland,  and  share  it  between  them : 
it  seems,  no  submissions  have  diverted  them  from  their  purpose ;  on 
the  contrary,  I  suppose,  have  encouraged  them.  Formerly  an  Em- 
peror and  Empress,  with  no  more  religion  than  these  two,  would  have 
christened  it  a  holy  war ;,  modern  rapine  is  more  barefaced.  Our 
Nabobs  do  not  plunder  the  Indies  under  the  banners  of  piety,  like  the 
old  Spaniards  and  Portuguese.  I  call  man  an  aurivoroua  animal. 
We  pretend  just  now  to  condemn  our  own  excesses,  which  are  shock- 
ing indeed ;  aed  quU  custodiet  ipsos  custodes  ?  a  Parliament  is  a  fine 
court  of  correction..  The  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland,;]:  who  has  sold 
himself  over  and  over,  is  prosecuting  Sir  Thomas  Rumbold  for  corrup- 
tion at  Madras  \  This  Rumbold  was  a  waiter  at  white's :  there  are  two 
or  three  of  the  like  origin,,  who  have  returned  to  Bengal  incrusted 
with  gold  and  diamonds..    Tbia  trial  has  disclosed  a  scene  of  tyranny 

*  This  proved  a  prophecy :  the  new  Administration  did  not  last  abo?e  nine 
months. 
I  Austria  and  Rassia. 

J  Henry  Dundas,  Esq. :  who,  oo  the  coalition  between  Mr.  Fox  and  Lord  North, 
gone  over  to  the  side  of  Pitt 
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in  the  Eaist  India  Company  itself  as  royalty  iniquitous  as  could  issue 
from  the  Council-chamber  of  Petersburgh.  We  talk  and  write  of 
liberty,  and  plunder  the  property  of  the  Indies.  The  Emperor  des- 
troys convents,  and  bumbles  the  Pope;  the  Czarina  preaches  tolera- 
tion, but  protects  the  Jesuits;  and  these  two  philosophic  sovereigns  in* 
tend  to  divide  Constantinople,  after  sacrificing  half  a  million  of  lives ! 
In  one  age,  religion  commits  massacres ;  in  another,  philosophy.  Ob  I 
what  a  farce  are  human  affairs  I 
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Thureday  morning  early,  May  8lh,  1783. 

I  WEiTE,  though  r  wrote  but  last  week,  and  rather  to  gratify  your 

nephew  than  you.    Mr.  William  Fitt's  motion  for  Reform  of  the 

House  of  Commons  was  rejected  at  past  two  this  morning  by  293  to 

149.^    I  know  no  particulars  yet,  but  from  a  hasty  account  in  a 

*  On  the  7tb  of  May,  Mr*  Pitt  ag^ain  brought  the  question  of  Parliamentary  Re- 
ibrm  before  the  House  of  eommonB:  upon  which  occasion  there  was  a  call 'of  the 
House,  and  at  four,  o'clock  nearly  five  hundred  members  had  taken  their  places 
Ailer  a  most  eloquent  speech,  Mr^Pitt  moved  three  resolutions  :—l»  '*Th'at  the 
most  effectual  and  practicable  measures  ought  to  be  taken  for  the  better  preveotioo 
of  bribery  and  expense  at  future  elections.  2.  That,  for  the  future,  when  the  ma- 
jority of  voters  for  any  borough  should  be  convicted'  of  gross  and  notorious  corrup- 
tion before  a  committee  of  that  House,  such  boroughs  should  be  disfranchised,  and 
the  minority  of  voters,  not  so  convicted,  should  be  entitled  to  vote  for  the  ooanty 
in  which  such  borough  should  be  situated.  8.  That  an  addition  of  knights  of  the 
shire,  and  of  representatives  of  the  metropolis,  should  be  added  to  the  state  of  the 
representation."  **The  gallery  of  the  House,"  writes  Sir  Samuel  Romilly,  "  was 
quite  full  at  a  little  after  eleven,  and  three  times  as  many  as  it  would  hold  were 
obliged  to  come  away..  One  might  imagine,,  from  this  crowding,  that  a  great  many 
4)ersons  took  concern  in  the  fate  of  their  country  :  but  the  truth  is,  that  it  was  the 
eloquence  of  Mr..  Pitt,  and  not  the  subject  on  which  it  was  to  be  employed,  that  ex- 
cited people's  curiosity ;  and,  no  donbt,  the  reflection  which  his  speech  produced  in 
the  minds  of  many  of  his'hearers  was  not  unlike  that  which  the  usurer  makes  upon 
the  preacher  in  the  Diable  Boiteux,  *  II  a  bien  fait  son  metier ;  aliens  faire  le  n^ 
tre.'  In  his  speech,  Mr.  Pitt  said,  that  the  addition  he  would  propose  should  be  of 
about  one  hundred  members..  He  spoke  of  a  perfectly  equal  representation  as  a 
wild  Utopian  scheme,  which  never  could  be  realized ;  and  gave  as  a  reason  for  not 
proposing  to  strike  off  the  corrupt  boroughs  and  those  which  are  the  patrimony  of 
particular  families,  that  it  would  be  an  unjust  invasion  of  private  property.  This  is 
a  kind  of  argutnent  which  I  coafess,  has  no  great  weight  with  me ;  for  1  think  the 
laws  are  not  bound  to  protect  men  in  the  possession  of  such  pecuniary  advantages 
as  they  ought  never  to  have  obtained.  If  a  man*s  having  a  pecuniary  interest  in  a 
thing,  no  matter  how  acquired,  is  sufficient  to  make  his  property  in  it  sacred,  Uien 
may  the  laws  become  a  shield  to  every  species  of  fraud,  iniquity,  and  immorality.** 
Mr.  Thomas  Pitt  and  Mr.  Dundas  both  declared  themselves  proselytes  to  the  plan 
for  rendering  the  representation  more  extended.  Mr.  Fok  and  Mr.  Sheridan, 
while  they  sustained  the  proposition,  treated  with  derision  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt's  sur- 
render of  the  borough  of  Old  Sarum  at  tho  shrine  of  the  British  Constitution.  ^  If 
we  reflect*"  says  Wraxall,  *'  on  the  close  degree  of  consanguinity  between  William 
and  Thomas  Pitt,  we  may  perhaps  be  inclined  to  think  that  the  latter  relied  oa 
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aewspaper;  and  to  those  inteliigenoeni  for  the  circamstances  I  refer 
you  and  him  ;  at  I  shall  not  have  time  to-day  probably  to  relate  ibem 
after  I  have  heard  them,  and  must  go  to  Stravirberry  Hill  to-morrow 
moming  to  receive  company,  and  this  must  go  away  to-morrow 
nigfat. 

This  great  majority  will,  I  hope,  at  least  check  such  attempts*  In« 
deed,  when  two  hundred  and  ninety-three  members  dare  to  pronoonce 
BO  firmly,  it  is  plain  that  the  spirit  of  Innovation  has  gained  but  few 
counties ;  five  or  six  at  most,  supposing  Kent  and  Essex  added  to  the 
Quintuple  Alliance.  That  very  epithet  proves  that  the  demand  is 
confined  to  a  small  number.  The  object  of  altering  the  Repreaenta* 
tion  I  think  naost  dangerous.  We  know  pretty  well  what  good  or 
evil  the  present  state  of  the  House  of  Commons  can  do :  what  an  en« 
largement  might  achiere,  no  man  can  tell.  Nay,  allowing  the  pre* 
sent  construction  to  be  bad,  it  is  clear  that  on  emergencies  it  will  do 
right  Were  the  House  of  Commons  now  existing  the  worst  that 
ever  was,  still  it  must  be  acceptable  to  our  Reformers :  for  which 
House  of  Commons,  since  the  Restoration,  ever  did  more  than  teat 
two  Prime  Ministers  from  the  Crown  in  one  year  T  In  short,  the 
coDstitution  of  the  House  of  Commons  I  see  in  the  same  liaht  as  I  do 
my  own  constitution.  The  gout  raises  inflammations,  weakens,  crip- 
ples ;  yet  it  purges  itself,  and  requires  no  medicines.  To  quack  it 
would  kill  me.  Besides,  it  prevents  other  illnesses  and  prolongs  life. 
CSould  I  cure  the  gout,  should  not  I  have  a  fever,  a  palsy,  or  an  apo- 
plexy T 

There  has  been  but  one  other  debate  of  note  lately ;  and  that  was 
in  the  other  House,  when  Lord  Shelburi^e  opposed  the  loau,  and  ex- 
being  speedily  raised  to  the  peerage  for  this  mark  of  devotion ;  as  eventually  took 
place  eight  montfis  afterwards^  Dundas,  too,  who  had  a  lonff  and  a  keen  political 
light,  having  already  determined  on  attaching  his  fature  political  fortune  to  Pitt, 
probably  thought  a  speculative  political  tenet  to  be  undeserving  ef  contention. 
Borke,  whose  powerful  abilities  would  have  been  thrown  into  the  opposite  seale, — 
fcr  be  was  always  an  enemy  to  experiments  on  the  representation  or  on  the  Coosti* 
totioD, — stood  op  when  Fox  concluded,  with  the  intention  of  replying  to  the  arga- 
ments  of  the  Right  Honourable  Secretary,  his  friend ;  but  the  disinclination  evinced 
to  hear  him,  and  the  noise  made  by  those  members  who  dreaded  the  prolixity  of 
his  speeches,  was  so  great,  as  at  once  to  irritate  and  disj?ust  a  man,  who,  with  all 
splendid  talents,  never  learned  or  practised  the  secret  of  knowing  how  and  when 
to  address  the  House.  With  strong  marks  of  indignation  in  his  countenance  and 
gestures,  he  resumed  his  seat.  With  perfbct  truth  did  Goldsmith  assert  of  him, 
when  preparing  to  open  his  exhaustless  stores  of  knowledge  to  men  fatigued,  or 
averse  to  receive  his  mformation,  that 


*  as  he  went  on  refining. 


He  thought  of  convincing,  when  they  thought  of  dining  !* 

Lord  North,  who  contrived  to  blend  his  own  defence  with  the  opposition  which  he 
made  to  the  motion,  moved  the  order  of  the  day ;  for  which  2&S  voted,  and  140 
■gmnst  it ;  and  thus  Mr.  Pitt  failed  by  a  much  greater  majority  than  before ;  which 
Dr.  Tomlioe  attributes  to  the  increased  inflttenea  of  Lord  North,  who  was  now  Se» 
crelary  of  Slate.— Ed. 
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posed  himself  egregiously.  He  moved,  that  all  loansr  should  be  w^ 
plied  to  the  national  debt,  which  was  an  Iricism  in  terms;  that  is»  to 
lessen  a  debt  by  borrowing  more.*  Yet  his  rhodomontade  on  him- 
self was  still  more  extravagant  He  vaunted  his  popularity,  and  said 
he  was  adored ;  yet  it  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  true,  that  he  was 
hooted  out  of  the  Administration  by  all  mankind.  His  falsehoods, 
flatteries,  duplicity,  insincerity,  arrogance,  contradictions,  neglect  of 
his  friends,  with  all  the  kindred  of  all  those  faults,  were  the  daily  to^ 
pics  of  contempt  and  ridicule ;  and  his  folly  shut  his  eyes,  nor  did  he 
peceive — «urely,  does  not  yet  perceive — that  so  very  rapid  a  fall 
roust  have  been  owing  to  his  own  incapacity. 

The  Kinff  has  lost  another  child.  Prince  Octavius;  a  lovely  boy, 
they  say,  of  whom*  both  their  Majesties  were  dotingly  fond.  When 
Prince  Alfred  died^  the  King  said,  **  I  am  very  sorry  for  Alfred ;  but, 
had  it  been  Octavius,  I  should  have  died  too."t 

We  have  another  Prince  arrived,  the  Due  de  Chartres,  of  whom  I 
need  say  nothing :  you  have  seen  him,  I  believe.!  Nor  have  I  time 
now  for  more;  only  to  trouble  you  with  a  commission,  if  you 
can  execute  it.  I  saw  the  other  day  a  book  much  to  my  taste,  and 
which  I  never  saw  before.  It  is  called  Fatti,  or  Fasti,  Farnesiani^ 
I  am  not  sure-which.§    It  is  a  thin  and  not  large  folio,  and  contains 

*  On  the  5th  of  May,  upon  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  raiaing  a  loan  by 
way  of  annuities  and  by  a  lottery,  Lord  Shelbarne,  after  condemning  in  the  strongs 
eat  manner  the  terms  on  which  it  had  been  concluded,  moved  two  resolutions,  which 
he  wished  the  House  to  adopt  as  principles  for  the  conduct  of  every  future  loan. 
The  resolutions  were :  1.  "  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  House,  that  all  future  loaiw 
should  be  conducted  in  the  manner  which  may  best  conduce  to  the  reduction  of  tbe 
national  debt ;"  and  2.  "  Tfalit  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  House,  that  whenever  it  shall 
be  thought  expedient,  in  negotiating  a  public  Ioan»  to  deal  with  individuals,  and. 
not  on  the  foot  of  an  open  subscription,  the  whole  sum  to  be  raised  shall  be  bor- 
rowed of,  or  rather  taken  from,  such  individuals^  without  reserve  of  any  part  for  the 
future  disposal  of  any  Minister."  The  first  resolution  was  objected  to  as  unneces- 
sary, and  as  obscure,  if  not  absurd,  in  the  mode  of  expression ;  the  second  was  op- 
posed as  designed  to  cast  a  reflection  on  the  negotiators  of  the  present  loan.  Both 
were  rejected  without  a  division. — ^Ed. 

t  Prince  Octavius,  the  King's  eighth  son,  was  born  on  the  20th  of  February  177ft 
and  died  at  Kew  Palace  on  the  3d  of  May  1783.  In  reference  to  the  death  of  this 
Prince,  Hannah  More  savs,  in  a  letter  to  her  sister,  *'  The  King  and  Queen  Jiave 
suffered  infinitely  from  the  loss  of  the  sweet  little  Prince,  who  was  the  darling  ot 
their  hearts;  I  was  charmed  with  an  expression  of  the  King's:  *Many  people,* 
said  he,  *  would  regret  they  ever  had  so  sweet  a  child,  since  they  were  forced  to 
part  with  him  :  that  is  not  my  case ;  I  am  thankful  to  God  for  having  graciously 
allowed  me  to  enjoy  such  a  creature  for  fbur  years.'  Yet  his  sorrow  was  ezcea- 
Bive."    Life,  vol.  i.  p.  282.— En. 

I  The  Due  de  Chartres^  visit  to  this  country,  in  May  1783,  is  thus  noticed  fay 
Hannah  More : — *'  As  I  do  not  go  to  Ranelagh,  nor  the  play,  nor  the  opera,  nor 
Bup  at  Charles  Fox's,  nor  play  at  Brookes's,  nor  bet  at  Newmarket,  I  have  not  seen 
that  worthy  branch  of  the  House  of  Bourbon.  I  never  heard  of  such  a  low,  vulgar* 
vicious  fellow.  His  character  Is— Poltron  sur  mer,  Escroc  sur  terre,  et  vaut^ea 
partout." — Edw 

i  It  is  called  "Fatti  Farnese,"  and  contains  prints  from  the  paintings  by  the  two 
brothers,  Taddeo  and  Frederico  Zuochero,  in  the  Palace  of  Capralola.  TaddacH 
the  elder,  bom  in  1529,  excelled  in  elegance  of  design.    Frederico,  bora  in  1543. 


TO  SIR  HORACE  MANN.  299 

the  history  of  the  House  of  Farnese  in  prints ;  taken  I  believe,  from 
one  of  their  villas.  There  is  the  marriage  of  Horatio  Farnese 
and  the  daughter  of  ^enry  the  Second  of  France.  In  shorty  it  is  full 
of  portraits  and  ceremonies  of  that  time,  and  I  should  be  most  glad 
to  have  one,  if  you  can  procure  it;  though,  as  it  came  out  so  long 
ago,  it  may  be  scarce,  even  at  Parma  or  Rome.  If  it  is  not — if  it  is 
common — I  should  wish  for  two  copies;  yet  do  not  attempt  two,  if 
not  quite  easily  attained.  Adieu  I  I  have  not  a  moment  more — but 
I  believe  there  is  nothing  more  worthy  telling  you. 
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Berkeley  Square,  May  29, 17da 
I  AH  glad  to  have  nothing  to  tell  you  worth  telling.  We  have  sub- 
sided suddenly  into  a  comfortable  calm.  Not  only  war  has  disap- 
peared, but  also  the  jostling  of  ministries,  the  hostilities  of  factions, 
the  turbulence  of  county  associations,  and  the  mutinous  spirit  of  dis- 
banded regiments.  The  signal  repulse  given  to  the  proposed  Refor- 
mation of  rarliament  seems  to  have  dashed  all  that  rashness  of  inno- 
vation. The  ousted  Ministers  do  not  attempt  a  division  in  either  House 
of  Parliament.  In  the  Lords,  where  most  vigour  was  expected, 
Lord  Shelburne  and  the  late  Chancellor  made  so  ridiculous  a  figore, 
that  even- they  themselves  appear  ashamed.  Mr.  William  Pitt,  though 
little  -sapporled,  indulges  himself  in  shining;  and  dbes  shine  marvel- 
lously. His  language  is  thought  equal  to  his  father's ;  his  reasoning 
much  superior;  and  no  wonder,  if  at  all  good  !  He  is  less  deficient, 
even  when  speaking  on  affairs  of  money ;  and  in  his  last  speech  had 
more  fire  than  usual.  Is  no)  all  this  wonderful  at  twenty-ihree  I  Is 
not  it  wonderful,  when  he  can  shine,  though  within  the  orbit  of  Mr. 
Fox,  and  opposed  to  him. 

This  is  all  that  is  memorable,  but  a  new  suicide.  A  Mr.  Powell, 
a  tool  of  Lord  Holland,  and  left  by  him  in  the  Pay-office,  was  dis- 
missed last  year  for  a  deficiency  in  his  accounts  of  70,000/.  It  is 
not  yet  known  whence  this  happened ;  nor  do  I  know,  however  ill 
the  appearance,  that  he  was  guilty  of  dishonesty.  Still,  he  bad  sworn 
to  a  false  account,  and  was  to  be  prosecuted  for  perjury.  Mr.  Burke, 
on  succeeding  Colonel  Barre  in  the  Pay-office,  restored  this  man  and 
another  disgraced  at  the  same  time, — as  Burke  says,  from  commiser- 
ation of  their  distracted  shame.  Great  censure  was  passed  on  that 
restoration.    Mr.  Burke  vehemently  defended  himself  in  the  House, 

studied  under  him.  A  quarrel  with  Eome  of  the  distingnished  persons  aboat  the 
Papal  court  lost  him  the  patronage  of  Gregory  XIIL,  and  made  it  advisable  for  him 
to  quit  Rome.  He  retired  first  to  France,  and  afterwards  removed  to  England, 
where  he  grew  into  considerable  repute,  and  painted  a  portrait  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 
His  friends  at  length  succeeded  in  restoring  him  to  favour  at  Rome. 
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and  was  supported ;  but  the  men  were  given  up  in  two  days ;  and  h 
two  days  more  Powell  cut  his  throat.* 

This  happened  as  if  to  convince  thenewly-arnved  French,  that  self- 
murder  is  a  weekly  event  in  this  country.  We  have  not  only  the 
Due  de  Chartres,  but  three  ladies  of  the  Court,  the  Dues  de  Coigny, 
FitzJames,  and  Polignac,  husband  of  the  Queen's  Favourite,  and 
various  others,  and  more  coming.  These  wise  m^n  from  the  East, 
like  those  of  ancient  time,  are  led  by  a  star  to  a  stable ;  their  great 
object  was  Newmarket :  at  least,  the  Royal  Duke's  horses  and  dogs 
are  so  much  his  taste,  that  he  has  a  brace  of  them  engraved  on  his 
buttons,  in  the  most  indecent  attitudes ;  and,  at  the  first  dinner  made 
for  him,  pointed  out  the  particular  representations  to  Lady  % 
As  our  newspapers  take  as  great  liberties  as  any  Prince  of  the  Blood, 
they  have  made  due  mention  of  such  vulgar  indelicacy;  and,  as  it 
gave  great  offence,  his  Serene  Highness  has  not  exhibited  his  stud 
and  kennel  any  more.  ^ 

The  papers  say  that  the  Imperial  Freebooters,  male  and  female, 
have  remitted  their  invasion  of  Turkey,  on  having  all  their  demands 
complied  with ;  but,  as  they  covet  all,  I  should  not  think  pusiliani- 
mity  would  abate  appetites.    Are  vultures  tamed  by  one  belly-full  t 

Our  lawyers  flatter  me,  that  one  more  session  will  complete  the 
discussion  of  Cavalier  Mozzi's  affair.  Without  Mr.  Duane  I  do  not 
know  what  we  should  have  done.    He  is  patient,  cool,  attentive,  and 

*  Two  iDdiyiduols,  Powell  and  Bambridge,  the  one  casbi^,  the  other  aocbantaotof 
the  Military  Pay-Ofiice,  having  been  accused  of  malversation  in  the  diacharge  of 
their  functions,  had  been  dismissed  by  Colonel  Barr6  from  their  situatimis,  while 
he  was  Paymaster  of  the  Forces,  under  Lord  Shelburne*s  Administration.  One  of 
the  first  acts  of  Mr.  Burke,  on  coming  again  into  that  office,  waa  to  reinatate,  with- 
out previously  consulting  Mr.  Fox,  both  these  individuals.  On  Mr.  Martin  haviitf 
said,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  that  he  looked  upon  their  restoration  aaa  gross  and 
daring  insult  to  the  public,  Mr.  Burke  rose  in  great  heat,  and  exclaimed,  **  It  is  a 
gross  and  daring" — but,  before  he  proceeded  further,  Mr.  Sheridan  pulled  him 
down  on  his  seat.  This  took  place  on  the  2nd  of  May.  On  the  19th,  Sir  Cecil  Wray 
having  expressed  his  astonishment  that  the  new  Paymaster  should  have  reinstated 
two  persons  suspected  of  so  great  a  crime  as  the  embezzlement  of  public  moneyi 
Mr.  Burke  apologized  for  the  violence  he  had  displayed  on  the  former  evening ;  bot 
said,  that  "  nothing  waa  farther  from  his  intention  than  to  offer  an  excuse  for  what 
he  had  done  relating  to  the  two  unfortunate  gentlemen ;  he  felt  such  a  sunshine  of 
contempt  within,  that,  if  tho  act  was  undone,  he  was  convinced  he  eboold  do  it 
again.  He  called  Messrs.  Powell  and  Bambridge  two  unfortunate  men,  and  said 
they  had  been  committed  to  his  protection  by  Providence ;  one  of  them  bad  been 
with  him,  and  appeared  almost  distracted ;  he  was  absolutely  afraid  the  poor  man 
would  lose  his  senses;  this  much  he  was  sure  of,  that  the  sight  of  fais  gray  hftirs, 
and  the  condition  in  which  he  had  seen  him,  had  so  affected  and  overcome  him,  that 
he  was  scarcely  able  to  come  down  to  the  House.**  Several  members  ezprested 
their  strong  disapprobation  of  Mr.  Burke*s  conduct,  and  the  business  would  have 
been  agitated  anew,  had  not  Powell  a  few  days  after  put  kn  end  to  hie  exuteoce 
with  a  razor,  and  Mr.  Rigby  announced  that  Bambridge  waa  removed  from  his  sitn- 
atton.  In  July,  Bambridge  was  tried  on  an  information  filed  against  htm  in  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench,  for  conniving  at  the  concealment  of  forty-eight  tbooaaod 
pounds,  and  found  guilty ;  and,  in  November,  he  was  sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  two 
thousand  poonds,  and  be  confined  in  the  King's  Bench  pi/ison  for  six  months.— Ed. 
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very  inlelligent.    I  must  do  justice  to  Mr.  Sharpe,  who  really  is  very 
active  and  zealous  for  the  Cavalier. 

Mr.  Robert  Walpole,  your  diplomatic  brother  at  Lisbon,  is  come 
over  for  a  few  months;  and  has  brought  a  young  wife,  the  daughter 
of  a  Scottish  merchant  settled  there,  who  is  the  phenomenon  of  the 
day.*  She  is  a  regular  beauty,  but  in  my  eyes  less  pleasing  than  my 
nieces,  the  Waldegraves  and  Miss  Keppel.f  The  last,  with  a  little 
too  much  plumpness,  has  a  most  divine  face,  with  exact  features, 
beautiful  skin,  and  sweet  countenance.  Lady  Horatia  is  extremely 
pretty,  and  like  the  Duchess ;  but  not  of  that  great  style  and  command^ 
ing  glory.  Lady  Maria,  the  hanc^somest  of  the  three  sisters,  has  a 
spirit  and  sensible  vivacity,  with  a  perfect  person  and  lovely  hands 
and  arms,  that  make  her  more  charming  than  an  irreproachable 
beauty,  as  Mrs.  Robert  Walpole  is.  The  Duchess  of  Devonshire,! 
the  empress  of  fashion,  is  no  beauty  at  all.  She  was  a  very  fine  wo- 
man, with  all  the  freshness- of  youth  and  health,  but  verses  fast  to  a 
coarseness.  A  more  perfect  model  than  any  of  them,  but  in  mina^ 
ture.  Lady  Jersy,§  is  going  to  Paris,  and  will  be  very  angry  if  they 
do  not  admire  her  as  much  as  she  intends  they  should.  Good  night ! 
You  perceive  by  my  babble  tl^at  I  have  nothing  to  say,  and  fill  my 
paper  with  any  trifle. 


LETTER  CCCCIIL 

Strawberry  HHl,  Jane  11, 1783. 
Yotj  never  gave  me  a  commission  before,  my  dear  sir,  that  I  was 
unwilling  even  to  try  to  execute ;  but  you  will  see  in  a  moment  that 
I  am  the  most  improper  person  in  the  world  to  attempt  what  is  re- 
quired. I  say  nothing  of  my  gratitude  to  you  for  all  the  trouble  you 
have  taken  for  me  on  a  thousand  occasions,  which  ought  to  makeme 
decline  no  task  to  oblige  you.  In  the  present  case,  I  should  have  a 
stronger  incitement — zeal  for  the  cause  of  inoculation,  which  I  hope 
will  not  suffer  by  the  absurdity  of  a  Leyden  Gazette,  though  falling 
in  with  the  prejudices  of  Italy  and  Germany.||     Absurdity  catches 

♦  The  Hon.  Robert  Walpole,  fourth  and  youngest  son  of  Horatio  first  Lord  Wal- 
pole, and  Envoy  at  Lisbon,  married,  in  1780,  Diana,  daughter  of  Walter  Groeett, 
Esq.,  a  merchant  of  that  city. 

t  Anna  Maria,  eldest  daughter  of  Frederick  Keppel,  Bishop  of  Exeter. 

I  Lady  Georgians,  eldest  daughter  of  John,  first  Earl  Spencer,  born  in  1757,  and 
married  in  1774  to  William,  fourth  Duke  of  Devonshire. 

i  Frances,  sole  daughter  and  heir  of  Dr.  Philip  Twyeden,  Bishop  of  Raphoe, 
younger  son  of  Sir  William  Twysden,  of  Roydeo  Hall  in  Kent,  Baronet;  and  wife 
of  George  Bussy,  fourth  Earl  of  Jersey. 

II  The  Great-Duke  of  Tuscany  was  going  to  inoculate  his  children,  when  he  saw 
in  a  Leyden  Gazette,  that  Prince  Octavius  had  been  killed  by  inoculation,  and  im- 
mediately desired  Sir  Horace  Mann  to  inquire  of  Mr.  Walpole  (with  whom  he 
knew  Sir  Horace  corresponded)  whether  it  was  trae»    Mr.  Walpole  knew^  on  hifl 

VOL.  II. — 26 


302  THE  HON.  HORACE  WALPOLE 

and  spreads  like  the  rapid  mischief  of  fire.  In  general  I  can  assure 
you  that  the  death  of  Prince  Octavius  has  neither  been  imputed  to 
inoculation,  nor  checked  the  practice.  He  was  recovered  of  the 
smalUpox,  and  died  of  a  sudden  illness ;  and  the  two  other  children 
are  quite  recovered,  though  they  had  been  unhealthy  before;  and  some 
of  them  were  bathed  in  the  sea  for  two  years  together,  along  with 
Prince  Alfred,  who  died  last  year,  and  was  not  inoculated. 

This  is  all  the  satisfaction  I  oan  give  you.  To  make  inquiry  of  the 
King's  physicians  would  in  me  be  highly  blameable.  Consider,  in  the 
first  place,  how  I  am  connected  ;  and  in  the  next,  should  the  physi- 
cians tell  me,  which  is  not  probable  they  would,  (and  if  they  did  not, 
what  could  I  say  ?}  that  the  child  died  of  any  other  complaint,  would 
it  be  decent  for  me  to  repeat  it?  would  it  not  be  trumpeted  about  till 
it  would  reach  both  London  and  Anspach  ?  and,  the  more  credit 
given  to  my  report,  the  more  I  should  be  quoted.  F  choose  therefore 
to  remain  in  perfect  ignorance  of  what  the  child  died,  only  convinced 
that  it  was  not  killed  by  inoculation.'  You  may  tell  the  Great-Duke 
what  is  most  true,  that  I  am  in  the  country,  and  not  it  portSe  to  see 
the  royal  physicians  :  persuade  him  to  wait,  and  he  will  hear  that  in- 
oculation has  not  lost  a  grain  of  character ;  and  do  not  let  him  de- 
prive his.children  of  such  a  blessing,  because  the  Leyden  Gazette  is  a 
fool  and  liar.  Were  the  fact  truth,  is  one  child  lost  an  argument 
against  millions  preserved  ?  if  the  child  was  unhealthy  before,  would 
it  be  a  reason  for  not  inoculating  children  that  are  well  ? 

I  am  very  sorry  that  your  nephew  has  any  embarrassment  in  his 
family.  Parents  are  much  to  be  pitied  I  how  difficult  for  fondness 
and  prudence  to.be  both  satisfied,  and  to  conduct  their  charges  safely 
into  port!  At  present,  the  incumbrance  seems  double.  Sons  can 
scarce  avoid  the  contagion  of  gaming :  daughters  make  unworthy 
choices — for  how  can  they  make  good  ?  If  they  marry  titles  and 
wealth,  may  they  not  be  sent  back  to  their  parents  in  two  or  there 
years  to  be  maintained — or  even  before  they  are  married  7  Such 
rascals  are  some  of  our  young  fellows  !  Just  such  an  instance  has 
happened  in  Lord 's  family. 

P.S.  Since  I  wrote  my  letter,  I  have  seen  a  person  who  tells  me 
the  young  Prince  was  at  the  sixth  day  of  the  small  pox  in  the  most 
favourable  manner,  yjas  seized  with  convulsions,  and  died-^it  is 
supposed,  from  a  pock  on  the  brain ;  which  has  sometimes  hap- 
pened, and  may  just  as  well  happen  in  the  natural  way.  This  is  a 
hors  (Poeuvre,  nor  do  I  know  a  word  of  news. 

side,  that  the  Great-Duke  opened  letters;  and  therefore  did  not  choose  to  speak 
out. 
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Strawberry  Hill,  July  8, 1783. 

Two  days  ago,  who  should  walk  into,  my  room  but  Sir  Horace 
Mann, — not  the  Sir  Horace  indeed  that  1  could  have  most  wished  to 
see,  and  whom  I  have  not  seen  in  two  and  forty  years ;  and  whom, 
alas  ! — yet  one  I  was  very  glad  to  see  !  I  turned  him  round  to  look 
for  his  wings ;  for  he  certainly  flies  !  He  tells  me  charming  mira- 
cles of  your  health  and  youth.  I  hope  the  Goddess  of  correspondence 
is  proud  of  us,  and  intends  we  shall  write  to  one  another  as  long  as 
Abraham  and  Methusalem  would  have  done  if  they  had  learnt  to 
write. 

Your  nephew  had  not  unpacked  his  portmanteau ;  so  I  have  not  re- 
received  Cavalier  Mozzi's  or  my  own  letters,  but  shall  have  them 
before  this  departs. 

News  I  have  none,  or  I  should  have  written  to  you  before  now. 
We  have  had  one  or  two  qualms,  which  looked  very  much  as  if  the 
new  Ministers  did  not  sit  easy  upon  a  certain  stomach.  They  were 
very  near  discharged  on  the  Establishment  of  the  Heir;  but  all  was 
conjpromised.*  The  Parliament  rises  next  week.  If  nothing  happens 
thais  the  summer  will  probably  conclude  tranquilly. 

My  name-sake,t  cousin,  and  nephew  has  got' a  son.  As  it  will  be 
the  descendant  of  my  father,  as  well  as  of  my  uncle,  I  hope  it  will  be 
the  heir  of  the  family.  One  symptom  looks  as  if  it  would  be.  Its  fa- 
ther wrote  to  Lord  Orford  to  ask  him  to  be  god  father ;  he  not  only 
consented  graciously,  but  invited  the  parents  to  Houghton,  with  this 
frantic  though  promising' addition, ''  that  though  be  had  sold  his  col- 
lection of  pictures,  of  which  too  many  were  by  the  same  hands,  [as  if 
one  could  have  too  many  Carlo  Marattis,  Rubens's,  and  Vandykes  I] 
he  hoped  my  cousin  would  be  satisfied,  as  his  Lordship  had  gotten  twa 
excellent  Ciprianis !"  This  Cipriani  would  not  have  been  worthy 
to  paint  the  dogkennel,  when  the  house  possessed  its  original  collec- 
tion; Cipriani  is  to  Guido,  as  his  Lordship  is  to  his  grandfather. 

*  The  Prince  of  Wales  approeching  the  period  t^  hyi  majority,  a  separate, esta-' 
blishment  became  necessary  for  him;  and  Carlton  House,  which  had  not  been  in- 
habited since  the  death  of  the  Princess^ Dowager  of  Wales  in  1772,  was  chosen  for 
bis  future  residence.  The  income  proper  for  his  Royal  Highnesses  support  pro- 
duced great  difference  of  opinion  among  members  of  the  Administration.  Mr.  For 
thought  a  hundred  thousand  pounds  would  not  be  more  than  adequate  to  maintain 
his  state  ;  while  Lord  John  Cavendish,  in  whose  immediate  department  the  business 
by,  considered  a  moiety  of  that  sum  sufficient,  in  the  actual  circumstances  of  the  coun- 
try, and  the'  heavy  incumbrances  on  the  Civil  List.  The  King  beins:  of  the  same 
opinion.  Lord  John  Cavendish,  on  the  24th  of  June,  acquainted  the  House  with  his 
Majesty's  gracious  determination  not  to  call  for  any  additional  aid  to  the  List,  but 
to  take  on  himself  the  present  expense  of  the  Heir  Apparent,  and  limit  bis  demand 
to  sixty  thousand  pounds,  as  a  temporary  supply  to  the  crown,  and  an  outfit.  A 
resolution  to  that  effect  was  agreed  to. — Ed. 

t  Horatio,  eldest  son  of  the  second  Lord  Walpole,  had  married  Sophia,  youngest 
daughter  of  Charles  Churchill,  Esq.,  by  Lady  Maria  Walpole,  daughter  of  Sir  Robert 
Walpole  by  his  second  wife,  and  half-sister  of  the  writer  of  these  Letters. 
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I  have  another  nephew  going  to  Florence — for  I  nave  nephews 
enough  to  people  the  Promised  Land.  It  is  George  Cholmondeley, 
son  of  Robert,  consequently  my  great-nephew ;  for  I  have  lived  to 
count  third  and  fourth  generations*  This  George  is  a  young  man  of 
sense  and  honourable. principles,  and  among  the  nest  of  my  nepotism. 
He  has  claimed  my  recommendation  to  you,  and  I  trust  will  deserve 
it  better  than  some  of  my  nephews  have  done :  he  has  some  humour, 
and  some  voice,  and  is  musical ;  but  he  has  not  good  health,  nor  al- 
ways good  spirits. 

Berkeley  Square,  July  10. 

I  came  to  town  yesterday  on  summons  from  Lucas,  and  this  mor- 
ning he  and  Sharpe  and  Mr.  Duane  were  witfi-me.  Sharpe  declared 
that  he  had  advised  Cavalier  Mozzi  to  divide  the  ten  thousand  pounds 
with  my  Lord,  but  had  received  no  answer.  I  said,  I  knew  Cavalier 
Mozzi's  disposition  to  agreement ;  but  Mr.  Duane  and  I  could  not  act 
so  summarily.  In  one  word,  I  wish  to  save  six  or  seven  thousand 
pounds  for  Cavalier  Mozzi,  as  I  see  how  much  pains  Lucas  has 
used  to  get  more,  whereas  little  have  been  employed  on  the  other  side. 
Sharpe  said,  too,  that  the  Cavalier  would  have  consented,  if  Lady  Or- 
ford's  woman  had  not  dissuaded  him.  I  proposed,  and  Mr.  Duaoe 
seconded  me,  that  Sharpe  and  Lucas  should  state  what  claims,  and  to 
what  amount,  each  reciprocally  allows  of  the  other ;  and  then  it  would 
be  easier  for  us  referees  to  split  the  difference.  This  has  brought  mat- 
ters to  a  point,  and  I  hope  one  more  meeting  may  terminate  the 
buisiness. 

I  have  not  yet  heard  again  from  your  nephew,  but  conclude  he  has 
sent  the  letters  to  Strawberry,  which  my  suddenly  coming  to  town 
may  have  prevented  my  receiving. 

Adieu  !  I  am  writing  after  midnight,  and  panting  for  breath  ;  the 
weather  is  wonderfully  sultry,  and  great  mischief  has  been  done  bv 
lightning  in  the  counties.  Were  I  not  in  town  I  should  delight  in  such 
Florentine  nights. 


LETTER  CCCCV, 

Strawberry  Hill,  July  30, 1788. 
I  HAVE  received  yours  of  the  12th,  and  Cavalier  Mozzi's  from  your 
nephew.  To  the  latter's  I  can  say  nothing  new  at  present.  The  last 
time  we  met,  Mr.  Duane  and  I  desired  Sharpe  and  Lucas  to  try  how 
near  they  could  come  in  adjusting  the  separate  demands  of  Lady  Or- 
ford  and  my  Lord,  after  we  had  struck  off"  the  unfounded  ones  on 
either  side.  I  have  no  doubt  but  the  two  lawyers  could  have  agreed 
in  an  hour's  time ;  that  is,  they  would  have  agreed  to  give  mijch  ad- 
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f 
vantage  to  my  Lord  ;  but  as  they  choose,  Ksuppose  to  seem  to  de> 

liberate,  as  physicians  do  who  retire  to  consult  in  another  room,  and 
there  talk  news,  Sharpe  and  Lucas  have  taken  some^ weeks  to  con- 
sider. I  hope  Mr.  Duane  will  see  through  their  juggle  s^^  shall  be 
guided  by  him-.  .     •  .. 

A  thousand  thanks  to  you  for  the  Fatti  Farnesiani ;  but  you  ihrist 
tell  me  the  prices,  that  I  may  pay  your  nephew.  Do  not  imagine 
that  I  send  to  Italy  for  every  thing  I  want  at  your  expense ;  I  cost  you 
enough  in  trouble.  It  would  truly  be  more  kind  of  you*  if  yOu  said  at 
once,  **  I  paid  so  much,  or  so  much."  As  you  did  not,  I  insist  on 
your  naming  the  price  in  your  next. 

I  shall  not  believe  that  when  the  Czarina  has  whetted  her  talon» 
she  will  go  to  roost  without  scratching  any  body.  They  say  the 
plague  has  cried  hola  I  nay,  that  it  is  at  Dantzick.  Our  gazette  has 
rung  out  the  bell.  The  summer  is  so  sultry,  that  it  would  be  formi- 
dable indeed ! 

I  have  not  the  honour  of  being  acquainted  with  Lord  and  Lady  Al- 
gernon Percy :  both  he  and  I  go  so  little  into  public,  that  I  never  saw 
him  above  onpe  in  my  life.     She  is  generally  comniended. 

Your  nephew  did  not  name  his  distress  about  his  daughter,  and 
therefore  I  certainly  did  not.  I  pity  him.;,  but  what  can  his  remon- 
strances do?  passions  are  not  to  be  allayed  by  words;  love  does  not 
lie  in  the  ear. 

Thank  you  for  dispensing  with,  me  about  inoculation.  It  is  most 
true  that  its  virtues  have  not  suffered  in  the  smallest  degree  by  the 
late  accident;  yet  as  there  was  no  reason  it  should,  I  wonder  it 
did  not. 

I  have  not  a  tittle  of  news  for  you,  good  or  bad^  public  or  private^ 
It  is  better  that  correspondence  should  suffer,  than  be  supplied  by 
wars  and  calamities*. 

We  have  swarms  of  French  daily ;.  but  they  come  as  if  they  had 
laid  wagers  that  there  is  no  such  place  as  England,  and  only  wanted  , 
to  Terify  its  existence^  or  that  they  had  a  mind  to  dance  a  minuet  oa 
English  ground ;  for  they  turn  on  their  heel  the  moment  after  land- 
ing.^ Three  came  tosee  this  house  last  week,  and  walked  through 
it  literally  while  I  wrote  eight  lines  of  a  letter  ;  for  Theard  them  go 

*  Walpole,  in  a  letter  to  the  Earl  of  Stafford^ of  the  24th  of  J^ine,  thus  accoonts  for 
the  briefness  of  the  visits  made  by  our  neigfhbours  ot  this  time :  **  Fbx  imports  of 
French,  I  beiiere  we  shall  have  few  more !.  They  have  aot  ruined  us  so  totally  by  the 
war,  much  less  enriched  themselves  so  much  by  ity  but  that  they  who  have  been  here 
complained  so  piteously  of  the  expensiveness  of  Eogland,  that  probably  they  will 
deter  others  from  a  similar  jaunt ;.  nor^  such  i&  their  fickleness,  are  the  French  con- 
stant to  any  things  but  admiration  of  themselves.  Monsieur  de  Gnignes  and  his 
daaghters  came  to  &ra wherry  Hill;  but  it  vixae  at  eight  o^clock  at  night,  in  the 
height  of  the  deluge..  You  may  be  sure  I  was  much  flattered  by  such  a  visit!  I 
was  forced  to  light  candles  to  show  them  any  thing ;  and  must  have  lighted  the 
mooD  to  show  them  the  views#  If  this  is  their  way  of  seeing  England,  they  mi^ht 
88  well  look  at  it  with  an  opera-glass  from  the  shore  of  CalaisJ'  Collective  JBdition,, 
vol.  vL.  p.  100.!— Ed. 
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up  the  stairs,  and  heard  them  go  down,  exactly  in  the  tinne  I  was  finish- 
ing no  ionggr  a  paragraph.  It  were  happy  for  me  had  nobody  more 
curiosity jban  a  Frenchman ;  who  is-  never  struck  with  any  thing  but 
what  he  has  seen' every  day  at  Paris.  I  am  tormented  ail  day  aod 
eve^y  day  by  people  that  come  to  see  my  house,  and  have  no  enjoy- 
tnent  of  it  in  summer.  It  would  be  even  in  vain  to  say  that  the  plague 
is  here.  I  remember  such  a  report  in  London  when  I  was  a  chiU^ 
and  my  uncle,  Lord  Town$hend,  then  Secretary  of  State,  was  forced 
to  send  guards  to  keep  ofif  the  crowd  from  the  house  in  which  tbe 
plague  was  said  to  be;  they  would  go  and  see  the  plague !  Had  1 
been  the  master  of  the  house,  I  should  have  said,  as  I  would  to  kings 
who  pretend  to  cure  the  King's  evil,  "  Vou  cure  the  evil  1 — yot*  are 
the  evil  t"    "Vou  see  the  plague  I — you  are  the  plague  !" 

Since  I  began  my  letter,  Mrs.  Noel  has  'told  me  who  is  your  D^ 
phew's  daughter's  innamorato.  I  now  pity  him  even  more  than  1 
did.  There  is  madness  in  the  lover's  family — how  can  a  parent 
consent  to  such  a  union  ?  I  am  very  tender-hearted  on  love-cases, 
especially  to  women,  whose  happiness  does  really  depend,  for  some 
time  at  least,  on  the  accomplishment  of  their  wishes;  they  cannot 
conceive  that  another  swain  might  be  just  as  charming.  I  am  not 
80  indulgent  to  men,  who  do  know  that  one  romance  is  as  good  as 
another,  and  that  the  binding  is  of  little  consequence.  But  must  not 
the  blood  of  a  father  recoil,  when  his  child  would  uaite  with  phreozy, 
and  for  grandchildren  would  bring  him  lunatics?  Oh!  I  approve 
your  poor  nephew's  repugnance.  I  have  seen  the  lover's  mother  in 
her  moods,  and  know  but  too  well  the  peril  of  such  alliances !  That, 
and  the  royal  malady  I  named  in  my  last  paragraph,  are  not  enough 
guarded  against.  Both  sometimes  lie  dormant  for  a  generation,  bat 
rarely  are  eradicated.  On  the  want  of  fortune  I  should  be  muck 
less  restive ;  and  for  the  profession,  if  a  girl  is  in  love,  how  can  she 
secure  such  a  prospect  of  felicity  as  by  marrying  a  clergyman  ?  I 
am  a  little  indelicate ;  but  I  know  why  Providence  gave  us  passions.; 
and  therefore,  however  we  may  dress  up  and  dignify  the  idea,  the 
most  romantic  maiden  upon  earth,  whether  aware  of  it  or  not,  is  in 
love  with  the  gender,  though  its  more  visible  accompaniments  may 
have  made  the  impression.  Your  Orianas  therefore  find  their  ac- 
count better  in  a  Levite  than  in  an  Amadis.  I  have  often  wondered 
dowager  Qrianas  do  not  always  replace  Amadis  with  a  cassock.  It 
is  almost  the  only  chance  they  have  of  not  being  disappointed.  If 
the  bell-wether  strays  after  other  ewes,  the  noise  he  makes  betrays 
him,  and  the  old  crone  is  sure  of  reclaiming  him.  I  beg  pardon  of 
goddesses  for  so  ungallant  a  comment;  but,  however  heretical  it 
may  sound  to  ears  of  twenty,  it  would  be  solid  advice  if  dropp^  ia 
those  of  forty.    Adieu  I 
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Augr.  27,  1783. 
It  is  time  to  resume  my  veteran  punctuality,  and  think  of  writing 
to  you;  butatas!  correspondence,  like  matrimonial  duty,  is  but  iU 
performed  when  only  prompted  by  periodic  recollection  of  a  debt  to 
be  paid.  However,  I  am  so  far  different  from  a  husband,  that  my 
inclination  is  not  decreased :  want  of  matter  alone  makes  me  slug- 
gish. The  war  is  at  an  end  ;  which,  like  domestic  quarrels,  animated 
our  intercourse,  and,  like  them,  cpndodes  with  kissing,  and  is  fol- 
lowed  by  dulness  and  inaction..  The  Definitive  Treaty,  they  say,  is 
signed  ;*  the  French  and  we  are  exceedingly  fond.  Presents  pass 
weekly  between  the  Duchesses  of  Polignac  and  Devonshire;  and  so 
many  French  arrive,  that  they  overflow  even  upon  me,  and  visit 
Strawberry  as  one  of  our  sights.  The  Marquise  de  la  Jamaique, 
sister  of  your  CounUss  of  Albany,^  has  been  here  this  month,  and 

*  Amongrst  tho  namerous  distinguished  indivi<3ual8  who  had  availed  themselves 
of  the  recefis  to  visit  the  Continent,  was  Mr.  Pitt.  ^  In  the  beginnings  of  Septem- 
ber/* says  tlie  Bishop  of  Winchester,  **  accompanied  by  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Eliot, 
and  Mr.  W^ilber&rce,  he  went  to  France,  where  hp  remained  till  the  beginning  of 
October,  residing  principally  at  Rheims  and  Paris.  His  name  and  character  were 
well  known  in  Prance  ;  and  he  was  every  where  received  with  great  marks  of  dis- 
tinction. This  short  visit  was  the  only  one  he  ever  made  to  the  Continent."  Life, 
vol.  i.  p.  176. — As  any  incidents  ia  the  private  life,  at  this  youthful  period,  of  the 
illflstrious  cnari,  who,  in  the  short  period  of  a  month,  was  appointed  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury,  will  be  interesting,  we  give  the  following  passage  from  the  Life  and 
,  Journals  of  his  attached  friend  and  companion  on  the  tour : 

**  Although  no  master  of  the  French  vocabulary,  hia  ear,  quick  for  every  soond 
bat  music,  caught  readily  the  intonations  of  the  language;  and  he  soon  spoke  it 
with  considerable  accuracy.  He  enquired  carefuJly  mto  the  political  institutions 
of  the  French,  and  the  Abbe  Do  Lageard  has  stored  up  his  concluding  sentence : 
*  Monsieur,  vous  n*avez  point  de  liberty  politique,  mais  pour  la  liberty  civile,  vous 
en  avez  plus  que  vous  ne  croyez.*'  As  he  e.xpressed  in  the  strongest  terms  bis  ad- 
miration for  the  system  which  prevailed  at  home,  the  Abbe  was  led  to  ask  him, 
Buce  all  human  things  were  perishable,  in  what  part  the  British  Constitution  might 
b&^rst  expected  to  decay  1  Pitt,  a  Parliamentery  reformer,  and  speaking  within 
three  years  of  the  time  when  the  House  of  Commons  had  agreed  to  Mr.  Dunning's 
motion,  that  the  influence  of  the  Crown  had  increased,  was  increasing,  and  ought 
to  be  diminished,  after  musing  for  a  moment,  answered :  *  The  part  of  our  Consti- 
tution which  will  first  perish,  is  the  prerogative  of  the  King,  and  the  authority  of 
the  House  of  Peers.'-—'  I  am  greatly  surprised,'  said  the  Abbe, '  that  a  country  so 
moral  as  England  can  submit  to  be  governed  by  a  man  so  wanting  in  private  cha- 
racter as  Fojl;  it  seems  to  show  you  to  be  less  moral  than  you  appear.  *  C'est  que 
vous  n'avex  pas  6U  sous  la  baguette  du  magicien,'  was  Pitt's  reply ;  *  but  the  re- 
mark,' be  continued,  *  is  just.'  At  Paris  it  was  hinted  to  him  through  the  interven- 
tion of  Horace  Walpole,  that  he  would  be  an  acceptable  suiter  for  the  daughter  of 
the  celebrated  Neckar.  Neckar  is  said  to  have  offered  to  endow  her  with  a  fortune 
of  14,00(tf.  per  annum ;  but  Mr.  Pitt  replied, '  I  am  already  married  to  ray  coun- 
try.' "—Life  of  Wilberforce,  vol.  i.  p.  38. 

t  Wife  of  the  son  of  the  Duke  of  Berwick  and  Liria,  and  daughter  of  the  Prince 
of  Stolberg.  Her  sister  was  married  to  the  Pretender,  who  called  himself  Prince 
af  Albany,  and  thea  resided  at  Florence. 
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Stays  above  another.    But,  are  not  such  articles  below  even  the  io- 

Sredients  of  a  letter ;  especially  between  you  and  me,  who  have 
ealt  in  the  fates  of  kingdoms  ?  If  I  would  talk  politics,  I  must  have 
recourse  to  the  long-depending  topic,  whether  there  will  be  a  war 
between  the  Turks  and  Russians :  of  which,  in  good  truth,  I  know 
as  little  as  of  any  thing  else. 

Sir  William  Hamilton  is  arrived,  but  I  have  not  yet  seen  him.  He 
will  not  be  quite  out  of  his  element ;  for  we  have  had  pi^my  earth- 
quakes, much  havoc  by  lightning,  and  some  very  respectable  meteors. 

I  have  not  heard  a  syllable  of  Sharpe  and  Lucas.  As  it  is  vaca- 
tion, I  suppose  even  private  justice  cannot  be  administered  out  of 
term  time.  •  Pray,  has  Lord  Orford  ever  paid  you  for  his  mother's 
tomb?  .1  promised  you  to  dun  him  if  he  did  not;  therefore  empower 
roe  if  he  has  neglected  it. 

I  have  not  wherewithal  to  compose  another  paragraph,  so  this  ex- 
ordium must  prove  that  I  have  not  been  negligent ;  but  it  must  lie  io 
my  writing-box  till  I  can  collect  something  to  fill  up  the  remainder 
of  the  page — if  I  aimed  at  a  third,^  I  should  not  perhaps  send  it  away 
before  the  Parliament  meets. 

Septlst 
I  shall  finish  this  letter,  brief  as  it  is ;  for  I  go  to-morrow  to  Park 
Place*  and  Nunehamf  for  ten  days.  Mr.  Fox  has  notified  to  the 
City,  that  the  Definitive  Treaties  are  to  be  signed  the  day  after  to- 
morrow by  all  parties  but  Holland:  whether  the  latter  is  abandoned 
and  pouts,  or  is  reserved  by  France  as  a  nest-egg  for  hatching  a  new 
war,  I  know  not.  Lord  Shelburne,  I  suppose,  will  rave  against  the 
Ministers  for  having  definished  his .  treaties,  since  he  cannot  abuse 
them  for  not  having  terminated  them;  but  I  trust  he  will  be  little 
heeded. 

They  say  there  has  been  a  dreadful  hurricane  and  inundation  at 
Surat  All  the  elements  seem  to  be  willing  to  make  a  figure  in  their 
turn.  In  our  humble  northern  way,,  we  have  had  much  damage  by 
lightning.  The  summer  has  been  wonderfully  hot,  and  of  late  very 
unhealthy.  Our  globe  really  seem»  to  be  disordered.  I  have  had 
noy  share  in  a  rheumatic  fever^  which,  is  not  gone;  but  I  hope  change 
ot  air  will  cure  it.  In  truth,.I  have  no  great  faith  in  cures  at  my  age 
for  chronic  complaints ;  but  I  try  remedies,  like  people  who  go  into 
lotteries,  because  they  would  not  b&  out  of  fortune's  way. 

♦  Seat  of  General  Conway,  near  Henley. 

t  Seat  of  the  Earl  of  Harcourt,  in  Oxfordshire.    ['*  At  Niincham,*'  says  Wal- 

Kle,  **  I  was  much  pleased  with  the  improvements  both  within  doors  and  without, 
r.  Mason  was  there ;  and,  as  he  shines  in  every  art,  was  assisting  Mrs.  Harcoort 
with  his  new  discoveries  in  painting,  by  which  he  will  unite  miniature  and  oil.  In- 
deed, she  is  a  very  apt  and  extraordinary  scholar.  Siooe  our  professors  seem  to  have 
lost  the  art  of  colouring,  I  am  glad,  at  least,  that  they  have  undergradaated  i 
'^    CoUeptive  Edition,  vol.  vi.  p.  200.— Eo.] 
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Strawberry  Hill,  Sept.  10. 

[This  was  only  a  note  in  the  cover  of  a  letter  to  be  transmitted  to 
Mr.  Morice.] 

Ma.  MoaioE  has  written  to  me  from  Lausanne,  which  he  was  to 
leave  at  the  beginning  of  this  month  for  Naples,  desiring  to  find  a 
letter  from  me  at  Florence,  with  a  state  of  the  affairs  of  Cavalier 
Hozzi.  I  fear  this  will  arrive  too  late.  Should  he  be  gone,  you  will 
be  80  good  as  to  convey  it  to  him  wherever  he  is,  or  keep  it  for  him 
should  he  not  be  arrived. 

I  do  not  know  a  tittle  of  news,  but  that  the  Pea,ce  arrived  signed 
last  Saturday.  I  have  just  seen  Sir  William  Hamilton  at  General 
Conway's,  and  heard  with  great  pleasure  a  most  satisfactory  account 
of  you  and  your  good  looks  and  health.  It  is  midnight,  and  this 
must  go  to  town  early  to*morrow  morning ;  and  I  am  tired  with 
writing  to  Mr.  Morice,  for  I  have  the  rheumatism  in  my  right  arm. 


LETTER  CCCCVIIL 

Strawberry  Hill,  Sept  27, 1783. 
Though  I  enclosed  a  letter  to  you  for  Mr.  Morice  about  three  weeks 
ago,  I  cannot  pretend  to  have  written  to  you  since  the  1st  of  Septem- 
'  ber.  The  cause  of  my  silence  lasts  still, — b,  total  want  of  matter ; 
and  though  tny  punctual  conscience  enjoins  me  to  begin  a  letter  to  you, 
it  will  have  a  hard  task  to  make  me  finish  it.  The  Peace  has  closed 
the  chapter  of  important  news^  which  was  all  our  correspondence  lived 
on.  My  age  makes  me  almost  as  ignorant  of  common  occurrences  as 
your  endless  absence  has  made  you.  I  cannot  concern  myself  in  what 
people,  who  might  be  my  grandchildren,  do.  The  fatal  American 
war  has  so  lowered  my  country,  that  I  wish  to  think  of  it  as  little  as  I 
do  of  the  youth  of  the  times.  My  common-sense  tells  me  that  I  can- 
not belonr  to  a  new  age ;  and  my  memory,  that  I  did  belong  to  a  bet- 
ter thao  tne  present.  Thus  I  interest  myself  in  nothing ;  and  who- 
ever is  indifferent,  is  ill  qualified  for  a  correspondent.  You  must  make 
allowance  for  my  present  insipidity,  in  consideration  of  my  past  service. 
I  have  been  your  faithful  intelligencer  for  two  and  forty  years.  I  do 
not  take  my  leave ;  but,  in  a  dearth  of  events  such  as  you  would  wish 
to  know,  do  not  wonder  if  my  letters  are  less  frequent.  It  would  be 
tiresome  to  both  to  repeat  that  I  have  nothing  to  say.  Would  you 
give  a  straw  to  have  me  copy  the  Gazette,  which  you  see  as  well  as  I, 
only  to  tell  vou  there  are  nine  new  Irish  lords  and  ladies,  of  whom  I 
never  saw  tne  persons  of  three  ? 
I  have  complained  to  Mr.  Duane  of  the  indecent  inaction  of  Sharpe 
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and  Lucas  :  he  thinks  it  as  extraordinary  as  I  do,  wii  has  promised  to 
reprove  them. 

Not  beings  worth  another  paragraph  in  the  world,  I  shall  postpone 
my  letter  till  next  week,  and  carry  it  with  me  to  town  on  Mondaf. 
Not  that  I  expect  to  learn  any  thing  there  or  then.  London  is  a  desert 
the  moment  tne  shooting  season  begihs,  and  continues  so  to  the  middle 
of  November  at  least.  In  my  younger  days  I  ha^e  been  very  barren 
in  autumn  in  time  of  peace. 

Moaaay,aOth. 

I  have  lately  been  putting  together  into  a  lai^e  volume  a  collection 
of  portrait-prints  of  all  the  persons  mentioned  in  the  letters  of  Ma- 
dame de  S^vign^ ;  of  whom  for  many  years  I  have  been  amassini^ 
engravings,  and  of  whom  I  have  got  a  great  number.  I  wish,  there- 
fore, you  would  send  ma  a  single  print,  if  you  can  procure,  a  separate 
one,  of  the  Great- Duchess,  wife  of  Cosmo  the  Third,  and  daugnter  of 
Gaston,  Duke  of  Orleans,  that  absurd  woman,  of  whom  so  much  is 
said  in  the  new  History  of  the  Medici.  I  have  her  amonrst  the  other 
heads  of  the  Medici,  but  do  not  care  to  mangle  the  set.  You  probablf 
can  obtain  one  from  the  engraver;  but  do  not  give  yourself  any  troii' 
ble,  nor  pay  a  straw  more  man  it  is  worth.  If  you  obtain  one,  send  it 
by  iany  traveller  coming  to  England.  I  trust  you  will  have  no  occasion 
to  send  a  courier.  Let  us  rejoice,  my  dear  sii^  that  you  have  no  such 
occasion,  and  that  I  have  so  little  to  say.  I  hope  we  shall  neither 
blunder  into  new  matter,  nor  that  our  foregoing  errors  may  be  attended 
by  new  events  ?  Never  was  my  father's  Quieta  non  movere  esta- 
blished into  a  maxim  that  ought  to  be  a  lesson  to  politicians,  so  much  as 
by  the  American  war.  It  has  already  cost  us  our  colonies  and  doubl^ 
our  debt 

Learning  nothing  in  town,  I  send  this  away  to  prove  to  you  that! 
have  no  disposition  to  relax  our  correspondence ;  but,  as  it  is  foolish 
to  give  only  negative  proofs,  be  assured,  if  my  intervals  are  longer> 
that  like  a  good  husband  long  married,  my  constancy  is  not  im- 
paired, though  I  may  not  be  so  regular  in  my  demonstrations  as  for- 
merly. 

P.S.    I  have  heard  nothing  of  the  Fatti  Farnesiani. 


LETTER  CCCCIX. 


Berkeley  Square,  Nov.  12. 178^ 
I  HAVE  been  longer  than  usual  without  writing  to  you,  my  dear  sir; 
but  so  I  told  you  in  my  last  it  was  possible  I  should  be.  Hadl 
written  sooner,  I  could  only  have  made  excuses  for  having  nothing 
to  say.  I  have  now  the  satisfaction  of  telling  you  that  the  political 
horizon  is  much  cleared,  and  discovers  a  more  serene  prospect.   The 
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Parliament  mft  yesterday,  and  the  address  to  the  King  was  voted 
without  a  negative.  The  threatened  Opposition  is  disjointed,  and  half 
of  its  expected  leaders  did  not  appear.  The  hte  ridiculous  Minister, 
Lord  Shelburne,  (which  is  using  the  most  favourable  of  all  the  epithets 
he  deserves,)  keeps  in  the  country.  Lord  Temple  made  a  speech  in 
the  Lords  which  nobody  minded  or  answered  ;  and  Mr.  William  Pitt 
in  the  commons  behaved  with  candour  and  great  decency.  Mr.  Fox 
shone  with  new  superiority ;  but  even  masterly  eloquence  is  not  hi^ 
first  quality.  All  his  conduct  is  manly,  and  marked  with  strong  sense, 
and  first-rate  common  sense,  which  is  the  most  useful  of  all.  In  short, 
he  has  that,  and  the  frankness  and  firmness,  and  the  utmost  good-hu- 
mour; and',  therefore,  you  will  not  wonder  I  am  partial  to  him,  and 
think  him  the  only  man  I  have  seen  who  unites  all  those  qualities  like 
my  father.  I  wish  he  may  be  minister  as  long— which  is  a  very  dis- 
interested wish  at  my  age.  I  don't  believe  you  suspect  that  it  is  in- 
terested for  any  part  of  the  term. 

The  prelinninaries  with  Holland  are  signed  ;  nay,  Ireland  seems  to 
be  coming  to  its  senses.  One  thing  they  have  taken  from  us 
and  improved,  which  I  do  not  envy, — Parliamentary  scurrility.  Mr. 
Grattan,  their  late  idol,  and  Mr.  Flood  (who,  they  say,  might  be  the 
idol  of  Indians,  who  worship  the  powers  that  can  do  most  mischief,) 
have  called  one  another  as  many  foul  names  as  Scaliger  and  Sciop- 
pios  used  to  throw  in  Latin  at  the  heads  of  their  adversaries.     It  is 

Eity  that  one  of  them  at  least  did  not  reserve  a  few  for  the  Count- 
iishop,  whom  you  have  seen  in  Italy,  and  who  seems  to  have  con- 
ceived there  a  passion  for  a  red  hat.  Is  not  it  odd  to  see  an  emperor 
demolishing  convents  in  the  East,  and  a  Protestant  Bishop  pleading 
for  Popery  in  the  West?  His  son  has  been  as  eccentric  in  a  smaller 
line  here,  as  you  have  seen  in  the  papers. 

This  is  a  slight  sketch  of  public  affairs :  private  news  I  have  none. 
I  now  come  to  Cavalier  Mozzi. 

Ten  days  ago  Mr.  Duane  told  me  that  Sharpe  and  Lucus  would 
be  ready  in  a  few  days  to  lay  the  result  of  their  most  tedious  con- 
sultation before  us;  and  that  he  believed  the  upshot  would  be,  that 
they  would  think  we  ought  to  allow^^Jve  thousand  pounds  to  my  Lord, 
i  smiled,  and  said  to  myself,  "  They  needed  not  to  have  taken  five 
or  six  months  to  agree  on  an  opinion  which  they  might  have  delivered 
in  five  minutes,  for  it  is  precisely  what  both  had  settled  long  ago 
my  Lord  should  have."  Sharpe  said  at  first,  that  my  Lord  and  Mozzi 
should  divide  the  money  in  question,  which  he  called  ten  thousand ; 
and  Lucas  above  a  year  ago,  I  think  I  told  you,  told  an  impatient 
creditor  of  my  Lord,  that  his  Lordship  would  gei  five  thousand 
fronr)  Cavalier  Mozzi.  However,  I  said  nothing  then,,  reserving  my 
reflection  for  a  moment  when  it  may  come  with  more  force.  Nay, 
leven  comnnanded  myself  this  morning,  when  Lucas  was  with  me,  and 
produced  their  liquidated  states,  by  which  these  honest  men  allot 
5,457/.  to  my  Lord.  But  my  indignation  took  its  revenge;  for,  on 
Lucas  telling  me  that  there  was  still  one  point  on  which  Sharpe  and 
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he  could  not  agree,  which  was  on  interest  upon  interest  for  arrears  of 
my  Lady's  jointure,  and  which  was  originally  founded  on  an  iniquitous 
parallel  demand  which  had  been  allowed  by  a  villany  of  old  Cruwys, 
Lucas's  predecessor,  by  which  my  father's  creditors  were  defrauded 
of  18,000/1     I  broke  out,  called  Cruwys  all  the  rascals  he  deserved, 

Sot  meaning  to  except  his  successor,]  and  told  him,  that  even  if 
ozzi's  claim  could  not  be  allowed,  the  money  ought  not  to  go  to  my 
Lord,  but  to  the  creditors.  At  last  I  said  plainly,  that  Mr,  Duane 
and  I  were  not  at  all  bound  to  submit  to  his  and  Sharpe's  opinion,  but 
ordered  them  to  deliver  their  reasons  to  us  in  writing;  and  that  for 
my  part,  I  would  lay  those  reasons  before  Lord  Camden,  for,  being  no 
lawyer  myself,  I  would  be  justified  by  having  the  opinion  of  one  of  the 
first  lawyers  in  England  Cor  the  judgment  I  should  pronounce.  This 
I  trust  will  make  him  less  flippant.  He  had  begun  by  saying.  Mr. 
Duane  and  I  would  be  able  to  decide  in  a  few  minutes ;  which  was 
pretty  impudent,  considering  that  even  he  and  Sharpedo  not  agree  od 
one  point  ;J}ut  I  repeated  that  we  should  not  have  such  implicit  faith; 
we  had  only  desired  to  know  on  what  points  they  did  agree.  UpoD 
the  whole,  I  fear  this  affair  Will  not  be  so  soon  concluded.  Kay,  I 
perceive  s6  much  roguery,  that, ,  as  I  cannot  unravel  it,  I  shall  be 
very  unwilling  to  pronounce ;  being  persuaded  that  Cavalier  Mozzi 
will  be  cheated.  Lucas  pretended  just  now  to  have  found  but  yester- 
day a  scrap  of  paper  without  a  title,  that  proved,  under  the  hand  of  Lady 
Orford's  steward,  that  she  had  received  more  from  her  jointure  than  was 

Eretended.  I  asked  him  in  a  very  severe  tone  where  he  had  found  that 
it  of  paper.  He  said,  amongst  my  Lord's  writings.  I  replied,  it  was 
very  extraordinary  that  he,  who  for  so  many  years  had  been  poring 
over  my  Lord's  writings,  should  never  have  taken  notice  of  that  paper 
before ; — nor  do  I  conceive  how  a  paper  of  my  Lady's  steward  came 
there !  in  a  word,  I  told  Lucus  plainly  that  all  he  had  said  to-day  had  con- 
firmed me  much  more  strongly  in  what  I  thought  before  of  Cruwys's 
villany,  and  of  the  justness  of  the  arguments  I  had  used  to  show  that 
what  had  been  deemed  law  for  my  brother  ought  to  be  law  for  Lady  Or- 
ford,  and  that  what  a  jury  had  given  to  one  ought  to  be  given  by  a  jury 
to  the  other.  This  he  owned  ;  but  said,  the  money  ought  to  go  to  my 
Lord  as  executor.  '*  If  it  does"  said  I, "  will  my  Lord  pay  to  the  credi- 
tors V*  He  replied,  "  I  suppose  he  will ;  he  has  paid  much  more  to 
them."  I  could  have  answered,  "  Much  less  than  he  ought." — Oh! 
my  good  sir,  do  you  wonder,  after  all  I  have  seen,  that  I  have  a  dis- 
mal opinion  of  the  three  professions— lawyers,  clergy,  and  physicians  ? 
'Tis  well  I  am  come  to  the  bottom  of  my  paper,  or  I  should  continue 
invectiving. 
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LETTER  CCCCX. 

Nov.  21, 1783. 
I  AM  exceedingly  hurt  to  be  forced  to  tell  you,  that  I  shall  not  be 
able  to  do  so  much  service  to  Cavalier  Mozzi  as  I  hoped;  nor  should 
I  have  it  in  my  power  to  do  any,  if  I  threw  up  my  refeneeship,  as  I 
have  been  on  the  point  of  doing :  but  I  will  tell  you  methodically,  and 
as  shortly  as  I  can,  what  passed  yesterday.  The  three  lawyers 
came  to  me.  As  soon  as  Lucas  had  opened  the  points  on  which 
Sbarpe  and  he  are  agreed,  and  by  which  they  give  a  balance  to 
my  Lord  of  5457/.,  I  said  with  all  the  sneer  I  could  put  into  a  look, 
"It  was  unlucky,  gentlemen,  that  you  flung  away  six  months  to 
compute  what  you  guessed  so  exactly  a  year  and  a  half  ago !  You 
both  said,  so  long  ago,  that  my  Lord  would  or  ought  to  h^ve  five 
thousand  pounds."  Lucas  understood  me ;  but  I  afterwards  made 
him  understand  a  great  deal  more,  which  I  will  not  repeat  now. 
We  then  came  to  the  point  of  interest,  on  which  he  and  Sharpe  still 
disagree,  and  by  which  Lucas  would  extort  1900/.  for  my  Lord* 
Sharpe  did  behave  handsomely,  and  would  have  set  it  all  aside.  I 
then  spoke,  and  called  oa  Lucas  to  acknowledge  that  I  had  at  first 
declared  in  writing  to  my  Lord  that  I  would  not  undertake  the  office 
of  umpire,  unless  I  were  allowed  to  act  as  a  gentleman,  and  not  as 
a  lawyer.  [This  Lucas  could  not  deny.]  I  then  stated  all  the  Ca- 
valier's handsome  behaviour.  I  appealed  to  Sharpe,  who  knew  all, 
whether  I  could  be  partial  to  my  Lady  and  her  friend.  [This 
Sharpe  allowed.]  I  said,  I  had  accepted  the  office  only  to  save  her 
honour  and  my  Lord's  from  being  bandied  about  in  a  public  court  of 
justice;  but  that  since  I  found  that  the  law  was  stretched  to  the 
utmost  against  Cavalier  Mozzi,  and  as  I  was  unwilling  t6  pronounce 
against  my  Lord,  whose  side  I  was  to  maintain,  or  to  be  thought 
partial  for  him,  I  chose  to  throw  up  my  trust,  and  leave  the  whole  to 
DO  decided  at  law.  I  was  then  silent  for  some  minutes.  At  last  Mr. 
Duane  spoke,  and  said,  that  Mr.  Sharpe  and  Mr.  Lucas  had  agreed 
on  the  5457/.,  and  that  he  and  I  during  the  former  discussions  had 
in  general  allowed  their  several  demands;  and  that  we  had  allowed 
very  liberally  to  my  Lord.  Lucas  interrupted  him,  and  would  not 
acknowledge  that  we  had  allowed  liberally  to  his  Lordship;  but  both 
Duane  and  Sharpe  insisted  we  had.  Mr.  Duane  then  proposed  to 
Lucas  to  desire  my  Lord  to  give  up  the  interest  to  Cavalier  Mozziy 
which  would  be  1900/.,  and  would,  by  so  much,  lessen  the  5457/. 
Lucas  said  very  awkwardly,  he  would,  and  was  sure  my  Lord 
would  agree  to  any  thins ;  but  seemed  exceedingly  dissatisfied. 
Sharpe  and  Lucas  then  took  their  leave ;  and  Duane  was  goii^,  but 
.1  kept  him,  and  beseeched  him  to  tell  me  honestly  what  fought  to 
do.  I  should  tell  you  that  Sharpe  had  proposed  to  give  up  the  in- 
terest on  both  sides.  Mr.  Duane  said  that  he  advised  me  by  ajl 
means  not  to  leave  the  affair  undecided ;  that  it  must  then  go  to 
▼oL.  n. — 27 


314  THE  HON.  HORACE  WALPOLE  . 

Chancery,  where  it  would  not  be  decided  in  a  dozen  years^  or  per* 
haps  not  in  twenty ; — that  Cavalier  Mozzi  would  lose  the  whole  in- 
terest of  all  the  money  in  the  noeantime,  and  perhaps^spend  the  prin- 
cipal in  the  pursuit ;  that  it  had  always  been  his  practice  to  advise 
'adverse  parties  to  split  the  difierence;  and  therefore,  of  the  1900£, 
he  would  give  my  Lord  half,  and  Mozzi  half.  I  did  not  like  this. 
At  last  I  proposed  my  Lord  should  have  600/.  and  the  Cavalier  the 
remaining  1300/.  J  found  Mr.  Duane  did  not  like  this. — In  short, 
we  agreed  at  last  that  my  Lord  should  have  6400/.,  and  Cavalier 
Mozzi  the  rest ;  and  this  he  would  go  and  offer  to  Sharpe.  Thusi 
after  all,  of  10,500/.,  the  sum  in  dispute,  I  shall  save  Cavalier  Mozzi 
but  4100/.  I  You  will  say,  I  had  better  have  let  Lucas  go  and  pro- 
pose to  my  Lord  to  cede  the  1900/.  It  is  true;  but,  besides  that 
Lucas  accepted  the  request  so  unwillingly,  and  not  in  a  way  to 
satisfy  my  Lord,  I  could  not  satisfy  myself  without  talking  to  Mr. 
Duane  alone ;  and,  when  I  did,  I  found  him  so  clear  in  what  I  ought 
to  do,  that  I  could  not,  from  inclination  to  serve  Cavalier  Mozzi,  do 
what  would  be  injustice  to  my  Lord,  whose  cause  I  was  chosen  to 
defend.  In  short,  I  am  very  unhappy,  and  shall  not  wonder  if  at 
last  Cavalier  Mozzi  suspects  I  have  acted  a  double  part ;  and  have, 
notwithstanding  all  my  professions,  only  meant  to  hurt  him.  Lucas, 
I  am  sure,  still  thinks  lust  the  contrary ;  at  least,  that  I  have  been 
partial  against  my  nephew :  no ;  yet  against  Lucas  I  have,  whom  I 
did  reproach  with  instigating  my  Lord  to  contest  his  mother's  will, 
after  he  had  said  he  would  not.  I  do  not  care  what  my  Lord  or 
Lucas  think ;  I  have  strictly  followed  Mr.  Duane's  opinion ;  and,  as 
he  could  have  no  partiality,  I  chose  to  prefer  his  opinion  to  my  own, ' 
as  his  could  have  no  bias.  Whatever  Cavalier  Mozzi  shall  think,  it 
is  mortification  enough  to  me  to  be  outwitted  by  Lucas ;  but  I  couM 
not  suffer  my  wish  of  defeating  him  to  supersede  what  I  am  told  is 
justice. 

I  have  attempted  to  carry  a  collateral  point,  in  which  I  suppose  I 
shall  not  be  much  more  successful.  In  Lucas's  warmth  of  pleading 
for  my  Lord,  I  discovered  that  the  6000/.  which  my  Lord  is  likely 
to  recover  from  Mozzi  (for  observe,  nothing  is  yet  decided,)  ought 
to  go  to  my  brother's  creditors,  and  can  only  be  received  by  mj 
nephew  as  executor.  I  pinned  Lucas  down  to  this  confession ;  aw 
both  the  other  lawyers  agreed  I  was  in  the  right.  I  then  wanted  to 
have  the  6000/.  deposited  in  the  hands  of  trustees  or  a  banker :  bat 
that,  it  seems,  is  not  law  ;  my  Lord  indeed  being  answerable  for  the 
money  to  the  creditors,  but  nobody  has  a  right  or  power  to  seques- 
ter  it  from  him.  However,  when  the  decision  shall  be  made,  I  shall ; 
declare  to  Lucas  that  I  shall  give  my  brother's  creditors  notice  that ' 
there  is  such  a  sum,  which  they  may  claim. 

I  have  thus  told  you  the  substance,  and  you  may  inform  poor 
Mozzi  of  it.  I  will  write  again  when  I  know  any  farther.  I  have 
done  the  best  I  could,  and  perhaps  more  than  any  one  else  cookl 
have  done ;  yet  I  claim  no  merit.    Ail  evidence,  except  what  little 
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was  ia  Sharpens  hands,  was  in  Lucas's,  and  he  has  certainly  made 
the  most  of  it  Had  I  not  been  present,  who  bore  witness  against 
him  in  some  particulars-  of  his  own  knowledge,  I  conclude  he  would 
have  gained  more  from  Mr.  Duane,  who^  as  a  lawyer,  must  be  a 
little  biassed  bylaw  arguments;  yet  I  believe,  though  I  explained 
much  to  him,  that  his  love  of  peace,  and  the  disagreeable  conse- 
quences he  foresaw  from  a  legal  suit,  chiefly  influenced  his  judg- 
ment.    I  have  not  room  or  time  to  add  a  word  more. 

P.S.— Nov.  25,  after  dinner. 
As  I  was  going  to  seal  my  letter,  I  received  one  from  Mr.  Duane, 
which  obliges  me  to  add  a  postscript.  He  says,  that  Mr.  Sbarpe 
has  convinced  him  by  arguments,  which  I  have  not  time  to  particu- 
larize, that  Cavalier  Mozzi  ought  to  have  more  than  we  had  allotted 
to  him.  [This  shows  that  Sharpe  has  not  quite  sacrificed  his  client; 
indeed,  I  have  always  specified  every  instance  in  which  I  thought  he 
acted  justly.]  Mr.  Duane  therefore  advises  to  let  Lucas  make  the ' 
proposal  above-named  to  my  Lord,  and  wait  his  answer.  If  it  is 
not  /iavourable,  he  says  we  may  then  offer  5600/.,  or  at  least  enlarge  * 
it.  I  certainly  agree  to  wait,  and  willingly ;  but  I  send  my  letter 
notwithstanding:  though  you  need  not  read  the  particulars  to.Cava- 
liei*  Mozzi  yet.  It  is  hard  to  be  a  judge  in  a  law  affair,  of  which  I 
am  no  judge.  I  have  acted  throughout  from  good-nature  for  Cava- 
lier Mozzi,  whom  I  thought  ill-treated ;  and,  to  avoid  scandal,  I  have 
done  the  best  I  could^  I  have  made  Lucas  my  enemy  more  than  he 
was  before,  and  I  have  not  managed  him ;  though  I  do  not  doubt  but 
he  will  represent  my  conduct  to  my  Lord  in  the  worst  light ;  and, 
though  Mozzi  may  suspect  me  of  favouring  my  nephew,  I  have  pro- 
bably added  new  alacrity  to  the  wretches  who  wish  my  Lord  to 
disinherit  me,  should  I  outlive  him, — but  that  is  certainly  what  I  do 
not  expect  to  do ;  and,  when  I  have  scorned  to  court  him  or  them, 
be  assured  I  would  not  flatter  him  at  the  expense  of  another.  In 
short,  I  have  done  right  to  the  best  of  my  judgment,  and  cannot  help 
what  is  thought  of  me. 


LETTER  CCCCXL 

Berkeley  Square,  Dec.  2, 1783. 
We  have  not  yet  terminated  poor  Cavalier  Mozzi's  business.  Lu- 
cas is  highly  dissatisfied  at  our  offering  my  Lord  what  he  calls  but 
6000/.,  and  I  am  as  much  displeased  at  offering  so  much ;  but  Mr. 
Duane  thinks  the  5457/.,  must  be  allowed,  though  Lucas,  I  believe, 
would  find  it  very  diflicult  to  prove  so  in  a  court  of  law :  and,  as  we 
fear  we  must  agree  to  divide  the  remaining  1800/.  in  question,  we 
probably  shall  he  reduced  to  fix  the  whole  sum  for  my  Lord  at  6400/^ 
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as  I  told  .you  in  my  la^U  At  present  we  ^ait  for  an  answer  from 
CavaUer  Mozzi  to  Mr.  Sharpe's  last,  and  expect  it  in  a  week. '  Upon 
the  whole,  I  shall  have  done  sadly ;  and  at  best  shall  dply  have  saved 
him  from  an  eternal  suit  in  Chancery. 

Your  nephew  is  in  town,  but  confined  by  the  gout.  I  called  on 
him,  but  did  not  see  him  ;  yet  you  may  be  very  easy,  for  he  expects 
to  be  abroad  in  a  day  or  two.  I  Can  make  you  as  easy  about  another 
point,  too ;  but,  if  you  have  not  learnt  it  from  him,  do  not  take  notice 
to*  him  that  you  know  it.  Mrs.  Noel  has  informed  me  that  his  daugh- 
ter's treaty  of  marriage  is  broken  off,  and  in  a  fortunate  way.  The 
peer,  father  of  the  lover,  obliged  him  to  declare  off;  and  Mrs.  Noel 
says  that  your  niece  is  in  good  spirits.  All  this  is  just  what  one 
should  have  wished.  Your  nephew  has  sent  me  a  good  and  most 
curious  print  from  you  of  the  old  Pretender's  marriage :  I  never  saw 
one  before.  It  is  a  great  present  to  my  collection  of  English  por- 
traits. The  Farnesian  books  I  have  not  yet  received,  and  have  for- 
gotten the  name  of  the  gentleman  to  whom  you  entrusted  them,  and 
must  search  among  your  letters  for  it ;  or  tell  it  me  again. 

The  politicians  of  London,  who  at  present  are  not  the  most  numer- 
ous corporation,  are  warm  on  a  bill  for  a  new  regulation  of  the  East 
Indies,  brought  in  by  Mr.  Fox.  Some  even  of  his  associates  appre- 
hended his  being  defeated,  or  meant  to  defeat  him  ;  but  his  marvellous 
abilities  have  hitherto  triumphed  conspicuously,  and  on  two  divisions 
in  the  House  of  Commons  he  had  majorities'of  109  and  114.  On 
that  field  he  will  certainly  be  victorious:  the  forces  will  be  more 
nearly  balanced  when  the'Lords  fight  the  battA;  but,  though  the  Op- 
position will  have  more*generals  and  more  able»  he  is  confident  that 
nis  troops  will  overmatch  theirs ;  and,  in  Parliamentary  engagements, 
a  superiority  of  numbers  is  not  vanquished  by  the  talents  of  the  com- 
manders, as  often  happens  in  more  martial  encounters.  His  compe- 
titor, Mr.  Pitt,  appears  by  no  means  an  adequate  rival.  Just  like 
their  fathers,  Mr.  Pitt  has  brilliant  language,  Mr.  Fox  solid  sense; 
and  such  luminous  powers  of  displaying  it  clearly,  that  mere  elo- 
quence is  but  a  Bristol  stone,  when  set  by  the  diamond  Reason. 

Do  not  wonder  that  we  do  not  entirely  attend  to  things  of  earth : 
Fashion  has  ascended  to  a  higher  element.  All  our  views  are  di- 
rected to  the  air.  Balloons  occupy  senators,  philosophers,  ladies, 
every  body.  France  gave  us  the  ton ;  and,  as  yet,  we  have  not  come 
up  to  our  model.  Their  monarch  is  so  struck  with  the  heroism  of 
two  of  his  subjects  who  adventured  their  persons  in  two  of  these 
new  Jloatmg  batterieSf  that  he  has  ordered  statues  of  them,  and  con- 
tributed a  vast  sum  towards  their  marble  immortality.  All  this  may 
be  very  important :  to  me  it  looks  somewhat  foolish.  Very  early  in 
my  life  I  remember  this  town  at  gaze  on  a  man  who^eu^dbi^;narope 
from  the  top  of  St.  Martin's  steeple  ;*  now,  late  in  my  day,  people 

*  On  the  Ist  of  June,  1727  one  Violante,  an  Italian,  descended  head  foremost  by 
a  rope,  with  his  legs  and  arms  extended,  from  the  top  of  the  eteeple  of  St.  Martin's 
church,  over  the  houses  in  St.  Martin's  Lane,  to  tlie  farthest  side  of  the  Mews,  a 
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are  starmg  at  a  voyage  to  the  mpon.  The  former  Icarus  broke  his 
neck  at  a  subsequent  flight :  when  a  similar  accident  happens  to  mo- 
dern knights-erranty  adieu  to  air-balloons ! 

Jipropos,  I  doubt  these  new  kites  have  put  young  Astley's  nose 
out  of  joint,  who  went  to  Paris  lately  under  their  Queen's  protection, 
and  expected  to  be  Prime  Minister,  though  he  only  ventured  his  neck 
by  dancing  a  minuet  on  three  horses  at  full  gallop,  and  really  in  that 
attitude  has  as  much  grace^as  the  Apollo  Belvedere.  When  the  arts 
are  brought  to  such  perfection  in  Europe,  who  would  go,  like  Sir 
Joseph  Banks,  in  Search  of  Islands  in  the  Atlantic,*  where  the  na- 
tives have  in  six  thousand  years  not  improved  the  science  of  carving 
fishing-hooks  out  of  bones  or  flints  I  Well !  I  hope  these  new  mechanic 
meteors  will  prove  only  play-things  for  the  learned  and  the  idle,  and 
not  be  converted  into  new  engines  of  destruction  to  the  human  race, 
as  is  so  often  tbe  case  of  refinements  or  discoveries  in  science.  7%e 
wicked  wit  of  man  altvays  studies  to  apply  the  result  of  talents  to  en- 
skttringf  destroying^  or  cheating  his  feUow<reatures.  Could  we  reach 
the  moon,  we  should  think  of  reducing  it  to  a  province  of  some  Eu- 
ropean kingdom. 

P.S.  5th. 

The  Opposition  in  the  House  of  Commons  were  so  humbled  by 
their  two  defeats,  that,  though  Mr.  Pitt  had  declared  he  would  con- 
test every  clause  (of  the  India  bill)  in  tl^e  committee,  (where  in  truth» 
if  tbe  bill  is  so  bad  as  he  says,  he  ought  at  least  to  have  tried  to 
amend  i(,)  that  he  slunk  from  the  contest,  and  all  the  blanks^  were 
filled  up  without  obstruction,  the  opponents  promising  only  to  resist  it 
in  its  last  stage  on  Monday  next ;  but  really,  having  no  hopes  but  in 
tbe  House  of  Lords,  where,  however,  I  do  not  believe  they  expect 
to  succeed.  Mr.  Pitt's  reputation  is  much  sunk ;  nor,  though  he  is 
a  much  more  correct  logician  than  his  father,  has  he  the  same  firm- 
ness and  perseverance.  It  is  no  wonder  that  he  was  dazzled  by  his 
own  premature  fame ;  yet  his  late  checks  may  be  of  use  to  him,  and 
teach  him  to  appreciate  his  strength  better,  or  to  wait  till  it  is  con- 
firmed. Had  he  listed  under  Mr.  Fox,  who  loved  and  courted  him, 
he  would  not  only  have  discovered  modesty,  but  have  been  more  likely 
to  succeed  him,  than  by  commencing  his  competitor.  But  what 
have  I  to  do  to  look  into  futurity  ? 

difltance  of  aboat  three  hundred  yards,  in  half  a  minute.    The  crowd  was  immense; 
and  the  young  princeflses,  with  severa]  of  the  nobility,  were  in  the  Mews. — Ed. 

*  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  having  previously  made  a  voyage  to  Newfoundland  and  the 
Labrador  coast,  obtained  an  appointment  in  the  ship  which  took  out  Captain  Cook 
on  bis  first  voyage  of  discovery ;  and,  in  order  to  fulfil  hta  own  share  in  the  enter- 
prise in  the  roost  efficient  manner  possible,  prevailed  on  Dr.  Solander  to  accompany 
him,  and  engaged  draftsmen  and  painters,  to  delineate  such  objects  of  interest  as 
should  not  admit  of  transporUtioa  or  preservation.  This  voyage  occupied  him 
tliree  years.— Ed. 

37* 
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LETTER  CCCCX;iL 

Berkeley  Squftre,  Dee.  Id,  176a 

I  WRITE  you  in  great  haste  a  few  Knes,  wbieb  will  surprise  and 
perplex  you,  as  I  cannot  enter  into  any  explanation. 

The  town  is  full  of  rumour  of  a  change  of  Administration.  No 
such  thing  has  happened ;  but  enough  has  happened  at  least  to  coun- 
tenance such  a  report.  You  will  be  cautious,  therefore,  till  you  hear 
farther,  what  you  write.  Mention  no  politics,  but  to  the  Ministers, 
as  you  ought  to  do. 

Every  thing  goes  as  well  as  possible  in  Ireland.  You  are  much 
too  candid  when  you  impute  no  bad  designs  to  the  person*  whose 
speech  has  been  Italianized. 

I  have  received  the  two  books  of  Caprarola  from  Lord  Algemoa 
Percy :  I  had  quite  forgotten  to  whom  you  had  consigned  them.  It 
is  not  a  way  of  speaking,  but  I  do  insist  on  your  letting  me  know 
what  they  cost,  that  I  may  pay  your  nephew.  You  would  deprive  me  * 
of  the  pleasure  of  troubling  you  now  and  then  with  a  little  commission, 
if  you  do  not  let  my  reimburse  you.  I  shall  employ  Sir  W.  Hamil- 
ton in  that  way,  if  you  forbid  me  applying  to  you ;  which  you  will 
do  eiiectually,  if  ]K>u  do  not  send  me  the  prices  of  the  Fatti  Far- 
nesiani. 

No  answer  is  come  yet  to  Sharpe  from  Cavalier  Mozzi. 

Tuesday,  I6th. 
An  event  has  now  happened  that  is  decisive.  The  Ministers  were 
beaten  last  night  in  the  house  of  Lords  by  eight  votes  on  the  India 
Bill.f  An  JldminUtraiion  beaten  often  implies  a  Court  beaten  ;  at  pre- 
sent, the  reverse  is  true.  It  is  not  proper  to  say  more :  but,  as  our 
newspapers  seldom  leave  any  thing  unexplained,  though  commonly 
falsified  or  blundered,  you  will  not  remain  long  in  the  dark.    Adieu. 


LETTER  CCCCXIII. 

Friday,  Dec.  19, 1783. 
I  HAVE  only  a  moment's  time  to  tell  you,  that,  at  one  this  morning, 
his  Majesty  sent  to  Lord  North  and  Mr.  Fox  for  their  seals  of  Se- 

*  Dr.  Hervoy,  Bishop  of  Derry  and  Earl  of  Bristol.  He  bad  sent  to  Rome  a 
speech  be  had  made  in  favour  of  the  Roman  Catholics:  it  was  traoslated  into  Ita^ 
han,  printed,  and  dispersed. 

t  The  Kio^  had  sent  for  Lord  Temple,  and  ordered  him  to  declare  that  his  Ma- 

SBty  did  not  approve  of  the  India  Bill,  but  wished  to  have  it  thrown  oat  by  the 
ouse  of  Lords;  yet  he  had  never  sigoiiied  that  disapprobation  to  the  Dake  of 
Portland  and  the  Ministers.  He  went  farther,  and  commanded  the  Lords  of  the 
Bed-chamber  to  vote  against  it. 


TO  SIR  HORA.CE  MAKN.       .  319 

cretary  of  StatQ.  It  is  said  that  Mr.  Pitt  is  to  bp  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  and  that  the  Parliament  will  be  dissolved  immediately.  I 
know  nothing  more.  You  will  learn  the  new  arrangements  from 
the  Grazette  of  to«morrow  night  or  Tuesday,  which  last  day  is  the 
soonest  I  could  write  again,  for  this  must  go  away  this  evening. 
The  Great  Seal  has  been  sent  for  from  the  Commissioners,  and,  it  is 
supposed,  will  be  given  again  to  Lord  Thurlow. 

'     ,     •  .  Friday  evening. 

I  saw  nobody  after  Court ;  so,  do  not  know  what  passed  there, 
Bor  if  any  body  kissed  hands ;  nor  am  likely  to  hear  before  the  end 
of  the  evening,  for  I  almost  always  dine  alone  and  early,  and  do  not 
go  out  till  eight  o'clock,  when  it  would  be  too  late  to  send  this  to  the 
Secretary's  office.    ; 

If  the  Parliamentis  dissolved,  as  it  may  be  by  this  time  for  ought 
I  know,  I  shall  go  to  Strawberry  Hill,  for  nobody  will  be  left  in 
town,  but  all  gone  to  their  re-elections ;  so,  I  could  only  transcribe 
the  Gazette,  and  be  able  to  send  you  little  news. 


LETTER  CCCCXIV. 

Berkeley  Square,  Jan.  8, 1784. 

The  Gazettes  have  told  you  all  the  changes.  The  House  of  Con>- 
mons  is  to  meet  on  Monday,  and  all  expectation  hangs  thereon. 
Each  party  promises  itself— or  others  the  majority.  I  never  deal  in 
prophecies;  and,  not  having  more  knowledge  than  prophets,  I  shall 
not  pretend  to  foretell  the  event,  much  less  the  consequences  it  will 
produce  either  way» 

I  have  DO  other  reasons  for  writing  to  you.  Cavalier  Mozzi's  mes- 
sage by  you,  and  his  letter  to  Mr.  Duane,  will,  I  think,  put  an  end  to  our 
arbitrage.  I  do  not  imagine  that  Mr.  Lucas  will  give  up  the  interest 
upon  interest,  at  least  not  without  such  strong  reluctance  as  will 
make  it  very  difficult  for  me,  as  my  Lord's  nominee,  to  decide  against 
him.  On  the  other  hand,  I  do  not  see  how  Mr.  Duane,  or  even  I, 
can  pronounce^  that  accumulated  interest,  after  such  earnest  pro- 
tests of  Cavalier  Mozzi.  My  inclination,  therefore,  as  I  must,  either 
way,  give  such  dissatisfaction,  and  as  the  lawyers  are  so  positive  in 
thmr  contradictory  opinions,  as  to  decline  the  arbitrage.  At  present  we 
can  do  nothing.  Lucas  is  in  the  West,  looking  after  Lord  Orford's 
boroughs,  in  case  the  Parliament  should  be  dissolved.  I  myself  have 
an  avocation  or  occupation  of  a  more  melancholy  kind. 

My  brother.  Sir  Edward,^  is,  I  fear,  dying :  yesterday  we  had  no 
hopes ;  a  sort  of  glimmering  to-day,  but  scarce  enough  to  be  called  a 

*  *<  Sir  Edward  Walpole's  three  nataral  daughters  were,  Mrs.  Eeppel,  wife  to  the 
Hod.  Frederick  Eeppel,  Bishop  of  Exeter;  the  Countess  of  Waldegrave,  afterwards 
Duchess  of  Gloucester;  and  the  Coanteas  of  Dysart."— J!x>r(2  Dover's  Life  of  Ho- 
rsee  Wiilpofe.— (See  CoUecUVe  Edit,  of  Walpole's  letters,  1840.) 
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ray  of  hope.  He  has  for  a  great  number  of  years  enjoyed  perfect 
health,  and  even  great  beauty,  without  a  wrinkle,  to  seventy-seven ; 
but  last  August  his  decline  began  by  an  aversion  to  all  solids.  He 
came  to  towb  in  the  beginning  of  November;  his  appetite  totally  left 
him ;  and  in  a  week  he  became  a  very  infirm,  wrinkled,  old  man. 
We  think  that  he  imagined  he  could  cure  himself  by  almost  total  ab- 
stinence. Wi<h  great  difficulty  he  was  persuaded  to  try  the  bark;  it 
restored  some  appetite,  and  then  he  would  take  no  more.  In  a  word, 
he  has  starved  himself  to  dea4h,  and  is  now  so  emaciated  and  weak, 
that  it  is  almost  impossible  he  should  be  saved,  especially  as  his  ob- 
stinacy continues;  nor  will  he  be  persuaded  to  take  sustenance 
enough  to  give  him  a  chance,  though  he  is  sensible  of  his  danger, 
and  cool,  tranquil,  perfectly  in  his  senses  as  ever.  A  cordial,  a  little 
whey,  a  dish  of  tea,  it  costs  us  all  infinite  pains  to  induce  him  to 
swallow.     I  much  doubt  whether  entire  tractability  could  save  him! 

I  am  very  sorry  your  Sweedish  King*  is  so  expensive  to  you. 
Should  he  think  of  any  return,  do  not  be  disappointed,  if,  on  openings 
weighty  bale,  you  find  nothing  but  a  heap  of  copper-money. 

Lord  Hardwicket  is  a  great  oaf,  both  in  the  book  he  has  written, 
and  in  thinking  it  worth  being  sent  so  far  as  to  Florence.  The  ig- 
norance in  it  is  extreme,  and  so  are  the  blunders.  The  fable  of  tbe 
late  King  giving  my  father  a  large  sum  of  money  towards  building 
Houghton  must  have  been  borrowed  from  some  vulgar  pamphlet  or 
magazine.  There  is  not  a  shadow  of  truth  in  it,  nor  did  one  of 
the  family  ever  hear  of  it.  I  do  not  mean  to  impeach  the  late  King's 
goodness  to  him ;  but,  for  presents,  he  most  assuredly  never  made  him 
but  two:  a  very  large  diamond,  but  with  a  great  flaw  in  it,  which 
Lady  Mary  had ;  and,  after  the  Queen's  death,  her  crystal  hunting- 
bottle,  with  a  golden  stopper  and  cup.  I  have  often  heard  my  father 
mention  these  as  the  only  presents.  He  was  too  grateful  and  too  frank , 
to  have  been  silent  on  money;  nor  would  it  have  escaped  the  Oppo-' 
sition,  who  were  reduced  to  charge  him  with  falsehoods,  in  want 
of  truths.  This  pretended  friend  was  reduced  to  fish  in  the  kennels 
of  Grub  Street,  to  eke  out  his  meagre  anectodes  of  a  hian  whose  long 
administration  might  have  furnished  so  many ;  but,  like  his  lordship's 
other  poblications,  they  are  all  dead  before  him  I  He  has  all  his  life 
resembled  an  angler,  who  stands  for  hours  and  days  by  a  river  with 
a  line  and  hook,  and  at  last  catches  a  paltry  dace  or  bleak,  which 
no  mortal  will  touch. 

Some  events  next  week  must  produce;  I  perhaps  shall  be  shut  up  in 
the  house  of  mourning,  and  know  little  of  the  matter  I  Parliamentary 

*  Gastavas  IIL  In  1788,  having  been  advised  by  his  pbjrsiciaos  to  spend  die  win- 
ter in  a  'milder  climate  than  Sw^en,  be  set  out  in  the  beginning  of  October  for 
Italy,  and  remained  during  the  winter  and  ending  spring  at  Pisa,  Rome,  Naples, 
Florence  and  Genoa. 

t  Philip,  second  Earl  of  Hardwicke.  The  book  alluded,  to  was  a  collectkm  of 
anecdotes  respecting  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  called  **  Walpoliana,**  printed  in  4ta  bat 
not  published.    Lora  Hardwicke  died  in  1790. 
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debates  are  now  so  eircumstaDtially  detailed  in  the  newspapers,  that 
at  best  I  could  but  send  you  extracts.    Adieu  I 


LETTER  CCCCXV. 

Berkeley  Square,  Jao.  13, 1784. 

Amid  the  distresses  of  my  family  I  can  fkid  time  to  send  you  but 
few  lines.  My  brother  died  yesterday  evening,  with  the  same  con- 
stant tranquillity  which  he  had  preserved  through  his  whole  illness. 
His  almost  unvaried  health  from  soon  after  thirty  to  seventy-seven, 
bis  ample  fortune  and  unambitious  temper,  .make  his  life  and  death 
rather  to  be  envied  than  lamented.  His  boundless  benevolence  and 
charity  had  left  him  but  very  moderate  wealth,  which  he  has  given 
chiefly  to  his  eldest  daughter,  Mrs.  Keppel. 

Yesterday  was  the  mighty  day  of  expectation  in  the  House  of 
Commons:  at  six  in  the  morning  the  ex-Ministers  had  a  majority 
of  39. 

I  could  tell  you  but  few  or  no  particulars,  having  been  shut  up  en- 
tirely at  my  brother's;  and  this  whole  morning  was  employed  on 
reading  his  will,  and  other  melancholy  duties,  till  seven  this  evenings 
when  I  have  barely  time  to  write  and  send  this  to  the  Secretary's 
office.  It  was  expected  yesterday  that  the  Parliament  will  be  im* 
mediately  dissolved — what  the  opinion  is  to-day,  I  do  not  at  all  know.. 
I  am  interrupted,  and  must  bid  you  good  night. 


LETTER  CCCCXVL 

Berkeley  Square,  Feb.  2, 1784. 

As  your  nephew  tells  me  that  he  sends  you  punctual  accounts  of 
our  politics,  I  shall  say  nothing  on  them*  I  do  not  know  how  he  con- 
trives to  give  you  a  clear  idea  of  them,  so  fluctuating  and  uncertain 
they  are.  Once  or  tvyice  a  week  there  is  a  day  which  it  is  said  will 
be  decisive.  To-day  is  in  that  number ;  yet  I  expect  it  so  little,  that 
I  am  writing  to  you  at  ten  at  night,  without  inquiring  whether  the 
House  of  Commons,  where  action  is  expected,  is  up ;  without  know- 
ing what  was  to  be  there. 

My  reason  for  writing  is  to  tell  Cavalier  Mozzi,  through  you,  that 
Lucas  was  with  me  this  morning  along  with  Messrs.  Duane  and 
Sharpe.  I  then  acquainted  them,  as  I  had  resolved,  that  Mr:  Sharpe, 
having  received  from  the  Cavalier,  and  I  from  you,  the  strongest  re- 
monstrances against  the  injustice  criante  of  allowing  my  lord  interest 
npon  interest,  and  Mr.  Lucas  adhering  to  the  demand,  I  did  not  see 
how  Mr.  Duane  and  I  could  proceed  any  farther  as  referees ;  as  to 
decide  on  either  side,  must  discontent  tha other ;  whereas  our  business 
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was  to  accord  them  as  amicably  as  we  could,  consistently  with 
equity.  Mr.  Duane  then  declared  against  the  legality  of  interest  on 
interest;  1  said,  if  it  was  illegal,  it  was  not  a  point  on  which  we 
could  decide,  but  ought  to  be  left  to  lawyers ;  and  that  it  would  be 
better  to  name  two  new  lawyers,  one  on  each  side ;  and,  if  they  dii^ 
agreed^  to  call  in  a  third,  who.  should  pronounce  decisively.  Mr. 
Duane  was  warm  against  that;  said,  the  whole  cause  must  be  gone 
over  again,  and  would  not  end  in  years.  He  was  for  offering  my 
Lord  600/.  out  of  2431/.  demanded  by  Lucas,  who  on  the  other 
hand  offered  to  abate  1000/.  Neither  would  come  into  the  proposal 
of  the  other.  At  last,  after  many  words,  I  hit  on  this  expedient — 
that  the  5457/.,  which  we  had  all  agreed  my  Lord  should  receive  as 
a  compromise  of  the  demands  of  both  parties,  (and  ^hich  yet  Lucas 
persists  in  calling  a  very  liberal  concession  on  my  Lord's  part,  not, 
I  believe,  because  strictly  just,  but  he  having  all  the  proofs  in  his 
hands,  and  Mr.  Sharpe  few  or  none  but  what  Lucas  pleased  to  give 
him,)  I  proposed,  I  say,  that  Mr.  Duane  and  I  should  decide  that  sura 
to  my  Lord,  and  then  that  my  Lord  and  the  Cavalier  should  settle  as 
they  could  the  demand  of  2431/.  Mr.  Duane  and  Mr.  Sharpe  were 
much  pleased  with  this  expedient.  Lucas  did  not  like  it  so  well,  but 
could  urge  nothing  material  against  it.  On  that  issue  we  left  it  for 
the  present.  Lucas  is  to  write  to  my  Lord,  and  Mr.  Sharpe  to  Mozzi, 
who  will  now  know  what  he  likes  to  do,  and  how  much  of  the 
2431/.  he  will  sacrifice  for  a  termination.  He  may  take  what  time  he 
will  to  consider  on  it,  or  what  measures  he  pleases  to  obtain  as  much 
as  he  can.  Do  not  let  him  answer  hastily  or  inconsiderately.  If 
he  is  impatient  to  finish,  I  believe  Lucas  is  as  eager  to  finger  the  mo- 
ney for  my  Lord.  The  more  patient  will  have  the  advantage.  As  I 
believe  the  demand  exorbitant,  if  not  totally  unjust,  I  cannot  help 
saying,  that  I  should  think  Mozzi  had  better  offer  but  little  at  first, 
which  may  make  Lucas  at  last  except  less  than  he  would  if  the  of- 
fer were  considerable.  A  delay  cannot  make  much  addition  to  the 
time  already  lost;  and  whatever  he  recovers  by  this  new  contestation 
will  pay  him  for  losing  two  or  three  months  more. 

I  have  thus  done  all  that  was  possible  for  me  to  do  in  my  situa* 
tion.  Thinking  my  party  in  the  wrong  in  general,  though  perhaps 
not  wholly,  (as  it  does  seem  that  my  Lady  had  a|>propriated  some 
things  to  herself  to  which  she  had  no  right,)  I  have  preferred  justice 
to  partiality  towards  the  person  for  whom  I  acted ;  and,  as  I  avowed 
to  Lucas  to-day,  I  have  contradicted  him  throughout  whenever 
I  knew  (by  my  own  acquaintance  with  the  affairs  of  the  family) 
that  he  urged  what  was  not  true  or  matter  of  fact ;  for  instance,  in 
the  case  of  Lady  Orford*s  jewels,  the  chief  of  which  I  remembered 
my  brother  had  retained  when  she  went  abroad.  Still,  I  dare  to 
say,  that,  besides  displeasing  my  Lord  and  Lucas,  I  shall  not  have 
answered  Cavalier  Mozzi's  expectations.  I  can  only  say  to  that, 
that  when  I  have  submitted,  I  have  been  guided  by  Mr.  Duane,  and 
never  allowed  but  what  he  said  ought  to  be  allowed<-*aQd  yet  I  a»- 
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wre  you  he  has  not  flinched  a  jot  when  he  thought  Luoas  unreason- 
able. Mr.  Sharpe  has  said  less,  but  has  been  against  the  interest  on 
interest. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  am  .still  of  opinion  that  had  Cavalier  Mozzi 
oome  over  when  I  advised  him,  he  would  have  fared  better — but  that 
is  past  1 

You,  my  dear  sir,  will  be  as  tired  as  I  am  of  this  tedious  affair; 
bat  your  goodness  to  poor  Mozzi  will  make^  you  excuse  it.  I  could 
oot  possibly  have  explained  myself  to  him  in  Italian,  nor  even  in 
French ;  he  is  lucky  that  I  could  not  in  terms  of  law,  which  even 
you  could  not  have  translated  into  Italian,  nor  perhaps  into  sense* 
Adieu!    I  am  quite  fatigued,  having  been  writing  another  letter  on 


I  have  received  and  thank  you  for  the  two  prints  of  old  Cosimo's 
Duchess4  and  I  thank  you  for  telling  me  the  price  of  the  Fatti  Far* 
oesiani,  which  I  shall  pay  directly  to  Mr.  Croft ;  I  have  been  so  hurried 
by  my  brother's  death,  that  I  forgot  it  till  just  now  on  reading  your 
last  of  Jan.  10th  again. 


LETTER  CCCCXVII. 

March  12. 1784. 

Youa  nephew  sends  you  such  regular  ac<^ounts  from  the  fountain- 
head,  the  House  of  Commons,  that  I  could  only  retail  them  more 
imperfectly.  As  it  will  not  be  long  before  you  see  him,  you  will  un- 
derstand our  state  of  politics  better  by  question  and  answer,  than 
from  maimed  or  partial  relations.  The  present  face  of  things  looks 
like  a  suspension  of  arms — not  a  truce ;  much  less  has  your  half- 
nephew  succeeded  in  his  endeavours  to  negotiate  an  accommodation. 
The  Opposition  acquiesce  in  raising  the  supplies ;  and,  consequently, 
the  rest  of  the  session  is  not  likely  to  be  tempestuous,  as  it  has  been. 

You  may  be  sure  that  /  approve  of  your  nephew's  intention  of 
withdrawing  from  Parliament.  As  I  have  never  for  one  moment 
regretted  my  own  retirement  from  that  disagreeable  occupation,  I 
cannot  wonder  at  another's  being  sick  of  it.  Ambition,  vanity,  and 
interest  may  reconcile  one  to  acting  a  part  in  their  theatre;  but 
where  they  are  weak  motives,  or  not.  existent,  how  many  are  there 
to  disgust  I 

You  perceive  that  I  have  received  yours  of  Feb.  14th,  and  the 
news  of  Florence  in  it,  which  require  no  answer*  Nor  have  I  any 
to  send  you  in  return.  Politics  have  engrossed  all  conversation,  and 
stifled  other  events,  if  any  have  happened*  Thus  I  find  it  difficult  to 
be  so  punctual  as  I  was  wont,  or  to  fill  a  decent  sheet  when  I  do 
Write.  Indeed,  our  ladies,  who  used  to  contribute  to  enliven  corres- 
pondence, are  become  politicians,  and,  as   lady  Townley  says» 
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*»  squeeze  a  little  too  much  lemon  into  conversation."  They  hav^ 
been  called  back  a  little  to  their  own  profession — dress,  by  a  mag- 
nificent ball  which  the  Prince  of  Wales  gave  two  nights  ago  to  near 
six  hundred  persons,  to  which  the  Amazons  of  both  parties  were  in- 
vited^ and  not  a  scratch  was  given  or  received  !  • 

lam  impatient  for  Cavajier  Mozzi's  answer  to  Mr.  Sharpens  let- 
ter. The  one  you  sent  me  from  the  former  came  too  late ;  and, 
though  he  mentions  the  distress  that  delay  would  occasion  to  faim  by 
his  probably  missing  the  opportunity  of  buying  into  the  French  funds, 
it  was  impossible  for  me  to  go  back.  I  had  avoided  the  inconve- 
nience of  throwing  up  the  refereeship,  by  the  sole  expedient  of  de- 
ciding all  but  the  interest  on  interest,  and  leaving  that  to  be  accom- 
modated by  the  parties  themselves,  on  which  it  was  impossible  for 
me  to  pronounce,  unless  by  allowing  it  to  my  Lord,  which  I  both 
thought  unjust,  and  which  Cavalier  Mozzi  himself  had  almost  abso- 
lutely forbidden  me  to  grant — 1  say  almost^  for,  though  not  positwel^, 
he  had  represented  so  strongly  against  it,  that,  concurring  with  mine 
and  Mr.  Sharpens  sentiments,  I  could  not  think  myself  at  liberty  to 
comply ;  and  indeed,  if  I  had,  Mr.  Duane  and  I  should,  after  so  long 
a  suspense,  have  been  of  very  little  use»  as  Lucas  would  have  ob- 
tained very  near  all  he  demanded  in  the  most  unbounded  manner  at 
first.  I  have,  I  am  persuaded,  offended  my  Lord  much,  and  do  not 
doubt  but  that  Lucas  will  have  insinuated  that  I  have  given  his 
Lordship  full  excuse  for  doing  any  act  to  my  prejudice;  but  I  laugh 
at  that.  I  am  neither  fool  enough  to  expect  to  outlive  him,  nor  care, 
if  I  should,  whether  he  totally  disinherits  me,  as  I  conclude  he  would. 
I  will  not  pay  the  smallest  degree  of  court  to  him,  but  rather  less,  if 
less  could  be,  since  I  am  become  his  next  heir.  I  will  not  owe  even 
what  my  birth  would  entitle  to,  to  any  insincerity.  Judge,  then, 
whether  I  should  not  be  hurt,  if  Cavalier  Mozzi  should  suspect  me  of 
having  acted  with  any  partiality.  1  doubt  whether  I  have  not  shown 
too  much  on  his  behalf,  though  I  have  often  checked  myself  when  I 
perceived  it;  for  indignation  at  the  treatment  of  him,  resentment  on 
other  accounts  to  his  adversaries,  and  even  the  vanity,  the  ostenta- 
tious vanity  of  acting  uprightly,  may,  and  I  really  believe  have, 
biassed  my  inclinations  against  the  party  ^r  whom  I  was  employed: 
— but  then,  I  have  really  done  nothing  but  by  Mr.  Duahe's  advice ; 
and  by  his  advice  have  allowed  mbch  more  to  my  Lord  than  I  ever 
believed  he  had  a  right  to ;  and  which,  if  he  had  behaved  handsomely, 
and  not  been  guided  by  Lucas,  he  would  not  have  claimed,  what- 
ever his  pretensions  were. 

I  beg  your  pardon  for  dwelling  so  much  on  this  tedious  affair. 
You  will  soon,  I  trust,  h^ar  no  more  of  it. 
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LETTER  CCCCXVin. 

-  Berkeley  Sqaare,  March  26, 1784. 
•  Thb  Dissolation  of  Parliament,  a  manceuvrd  so  long  upon  the  an- 
vi],  and  so  often  intermitted,  has  at  last  taken  place.  The  King 
went  to  the  House  on  Wednesday,  and  in  a  few  words  declared  his 
intention ; — a  strange  event  interrupted  the  blow  for  a  moment.  In 
the  preceding  night  some  thieves  had  broken  into  the  Chancellor's 
house,  and  stolen  the  Great  Seal !  The  hubbub  it  occasioned  for 
some  hours  was  prodigious ;  but,  as  forms  and  ceremonies  are  not 
quite  so  9wful  as  before  Time  was  arrived  at  years  of  discretion,  a 
cast  was  taken  off,  and  served  for  the  death-warrant  of  the  House  of 
Commons  last  night.  In  truth,  there  docs  not  seem  to  remain  any 
terror  in  solemnity,  when  housebreakers  make  free  with  the  hea(}  of 
the  law  himself.  I  doubt,  that,  for  a  month  or  six  weeks  to  come, 
one  shall  have  additional  occasion  to  keep  watch  and  ward.  All 
the  island  will  be  a  scene  of  riot,  and  probably  of  violence.  The 
parties  are  not  separated  in  gentle  mood :  there  will,  they  say,  be 
contested  elections  every  where;  consequently,  vast  expense  and 
animosities.  The  Court,  it  is  believed,  will  have  the  majority,  in  the 
new  Parliament.  As  your  nephew  dc^es  not  intend  to  be  of  it,  you 
will,  I  conclude,  see  him  soon  ;  but  he  is  out  of  town,  and  I  know 
nothing  of  him.  I  only  write  now  just  to  mark  the  crisis,  though  to- 
morrow's papers  would  have  notified  the  event ;  but  you  love,  now 
and  then  to  have  the  confirmation  from  me. ,  I  have  not  received 
from  you  that  of  the  Pretender/s  death,*  though  it  has  been  public 
here  this  fortnight.  I  do  not  mean  that  I  cared  a  straw  about  it ; 
and  perhaps  you  thought  you  had  mentioned  it.  Does  his  brother 
mean  to  encircle  his  hat  with  a  diadem,  like  old  King  Henry  of  Por- 
tugal;! ^^  rather,  more  like  the  imaginary  Charles  the  Tenth  of 
France,!  the  puppet  of  the  League  T 

I  have  not  only  not  heard  from  you  on  the  part  of  Mozzi,  but  not 
a  word  from  Sharpe ;  and  therefore  I  conclude  no  answer  is  come. 
.  We  have  no  private  news  at  all.  Indeed,  politics  are  all  in  all. 
I  question  whether  any  woman  intrigues  with  a  man  of  a  different 
party.  Little  girls  say,  "  Pray,  Miss,  of  which  side  are  you  ?"  I 
heard  of  one  that  said,  *'  Mama  and  I  cannot  get  Papa  over  to  our 
side!'' 

The  weather  is  as  violent  as  our  contests.  Though  the  winter 
was  so  long  and  severe,  we  had  snow  two  days  ago,  and  have  again 
to«day ;  yet  our  calamities  are  trifling  to  what  we  hear  from  the 

*  This  proved  to  be  erroneous.  He  had,  however,  been  given  over,  and  bad  re- 
ceived extreme  unction. 

i  Cardinal  Henry,  uncle  and  successor  of  Don  Sebastin. 

X  The  Cardinal  of  Bourbon,  uncle  of  Henry  IV.  of  France,  proclaimed  kin^  by 
the  name  of  Charles  X.  by  the  Leaguoi  thougli  a  prisoner  to  bis  neph^vir;  in  whictt 
coDfioement  he  died. 
VOL.  u. — 28 
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• 
Continent:  from  Germany,  destruction  of  bridges  by  inundations; 
and  still  more  dreadful  from  HoTland.  Well  \  politics  and  tempests 
are  important  in  their  day,  and  then  sink  into  the  mass  of  events,  and 
lose  their  striking  characteristics — the  sufferings  of  individuals.  I 
have  lived  so  long,  and  have  seen  such  a  succession  of  both  kinds  of 
convulsions,  that  they  make  little  more  impression  on  me  than  the 
scenes  of  a  play.  , 

To  the  present  drama,  Elections,  I  shall  totally  shut  my  ears. 
Such  subjects  as,  however  noisy,  one  is  sure  to  hear  of  no  more 
the  moment  they  are  over,  are  to  me  insupportable.  I  hated  elec- 
tions forty  years  ago ;  and  when  I  went  to  white's  preferred  a  con- 
versation on  Newmarket  to  one  on  elections:  for  the  language  of  the 
former  I  did  not  understand,  and,  consequently,  did  not  listen  to;  the 
other,  being  uttered  in  common  phrase,  made  me  attend,  whether  I 
would  or  not.  When  such  subjects  are  on  the  tapis,  they  make  me  a 
very  insipid  correspondent.  One  cannot  talk  of  what  one  does  not 
care  about ;  and  it  would  be  jargon  to  you  if  I  did :  however,  do  not 
imagine  but  I  allow  a  sufficient  quantity  of  dulness  to  my  time  of 
life.  I  have  kept  up  a  correspondence  with  you  with  tolerable  spirit 
for  three  and  forty  years  together,  without  our  once  meeting.  Can 
you  wonder  that  my  pen  is  worn  to  the  stutnp?  You  see  it  does  not 
abandon  you;  nor,  though  conscious  of  its  own  decay,  endeavour  to 
veil  it  by  silence.  The  Archbishop  of  Gil  Bias  has  long  been  a  les- 
son to  me  to  watch  over  my  own  ruins ;  but  I  do  not  extend  that 
jealousy  of  vanity  to  commerce  with  an  old  friend.  You  knew  me 
in  my  days  of  folly  and  riotous  spirits ;  why  should  I  hide  my  dotage 
from  you,  which  is  not  equally  my  fault  and  reproach?  I  take  due 
care  that  nobody  should  hear  of  me  but  two  or  three,  who  persuade 
me  that  I  still  live  in  their  memories;  by  the  rest  I  had  rather  be  for- 
gotten. 


LETTER  CCOCXIX. 

Berkeley  Square,  March  30, 1784. 

As  I  expect  your  nephew  in  town  previously  to  his  setting  out  for 
Florence,  and  as  his  residence,  I  conclude  from  his  having  let  his 
house  in  London,  will  be  very  short,  I  prepare  a  letter  to  send  by 
him,  lest  I  should  not  have  time  to  write  it  leisurely  when  he  comes, 
and  is  departing  again  instantly. 

My  letters,  since  the  great  change  in  the  Administration,  have  been 
rare,  and  much  less  informing  than  they  used  to  be.  In  a  word,  I 
M^as  not  at  all  glad  of  the  Revolution,  nor  have  the  smallest  connexion 
with  the  new  occijpants.  There  has  been  a  good  deal  of  boldness  on 
both  sides.  Mr.  Fox,  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  hardy  measures 
to  correct  and  save  India,  and  coupling  with  that  rough  medicine  a 
desire  of  confirming  the  power  of  himself  and  his  allies,  had  formed 


TO  SIR  HORACE  MANN.  327 

a  great  system,  and  a  very  sagacious  one ;  so  sagacious,  that  it  struck 
France  with  terror.  But  as  the  new  power  was  to  be  founded  on 
the  demolition  of  that  nest  of  monsters,  the  East  [India]  Company, 
and  their  spawn  of  Nabobs,  &c.,  they  took  the  alarm,  and  the  secret 
junto  at  Court  rejoiced  that  they  did.  The  Court  struck  the  blow  at 
the  Ministers;  but  it  was  the  gold  of  the  Company  that  really  con- 
jured up  the  storm,  and  has  dinused  it  afl  over  England.* 

On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Pitt  has  braved  the  majority  of-the  House 
of  Commons,  has  dissolved  the  existent  one,  and,  I  doubt,  given  a 
wound  to  that  branch  of  the  Legislature,  which,  if  the  tide  does  not 
turn,  may  be  very  fatal  to  the  Constitution.  The  nation  is  intoxi- 
cated, and  has  poured  in  Addresses  of  Thanks  to  the  Crown  for  ex- 
erting the  prerogative  against  the  palladium  of  the  people.  The  first 
consequence  will  probably  be  that  the  Court  will  have  a  considerable 
majority  upon  the  new  elections.  The  country  has  acted  with  such 
precipitation,  and  with  so  little  knowledge  of  the  question,  that  I 
do  not  doubt  but  thousands  of  eyes  will  be  opened  and  wonder  at 

*  "  A  bill  for  the  regulation  of  the  territorial  g^overnment  in  India  (the  corrap- 
tioosof  which  were  notorious  to  all)  was  brought  into  Parliament  in  November 
178S.  Its  leadings  provision  was  to'  vest  the  whole  inanagremeot  of  the  aifiairs  of 
the  East-India  Company  in  seven  co mm issiopers,  named  in  the  act,  and  of  coarpe 
appointed  by  the  existing  Ministry.  It  wis  warmly  opposed  by  Pitt,  on  account  of 
its  being  a  violation  of  the  chartered  rights  of  the  Company;  it  however  passed  the 
HoQse  of  Commons  by  a  great  majority,  and  was  introduced  to  the  Lords.  But  in 
the  mean  time  an  alarm  was  raised  respecting  the  inordinate  power  such  a  regu- 
iatioQ  would  confer  upon  the  Ministers,  and  which  would  render  them  almost  inde* 
pendent  of  the  Crown:  and  in  a  private  audience  given  to  Lord  Tcmple^by  his 
Majesty,  this  danger  was  represented  in  such  a  light,  that  directions  were  sent  to^ 
all  the  noblemen  dependent  on,  or  confidential  with,  the  Court,  to  vote  against 
the  bill ;  and  it  was  accordingly  rejected.  The  immediate  consequence  was  a 
change  of  Ministry ;  and  in  the  new  arrangement,  Dec.  1783,  Pitt  united  the 
posts  of  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  and  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  thus  in 
bis  twenty-fourth  year  assumed  the  station  of  Prime  Minister.  But,  although  sup- 
ported  by  the  choice  of  his  Sovereign,  he  had  a  very  powerful  opposition  to  encounter 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  his  first  India  bill  was  rejected.  The  extraordinary 
spectacle  was  now  presented  of  a  Minister  standing  opposed  to  the  majority  of  the 
national  repreabntatives,  and  it  was  obvious  that  either  he  must  give  way,  or  Par- 
imraent  be  dissolved.  After  a  long  struggle,  in  which  Pitt,  aln>ost  unsupported, 
steadily  resisted  the  call  upon  him  to  declare  whether  or  no  a  dissolution  was  in- 
tended, that  measure  took  place  in  March  17S4,  and  a  general  election  succeeded. 
On  this  occasion  it  appeared  that  the  voice  of  the  nation  was  decidedly  in  favour  of 
the  Minister;  and  be  had  the  singular  fortune  of  being  supported,  as  well  by  the 
friends  of  royal  prerogative,  as  by  those  of  parliamentary  independence.  Some  of 
the  strongest  aristocfatical  interests  in  the  kingdom  were-  defeated,  and  the  new 
Parliament  opened  with  a  large  majority  on  the  ministerial  side.  Pitt  was  re- 
turned for  the  University  of  Cambridge.  His  first  measure  was  the  passing  of  his 
India  bill  with  some  alterations.  Its  essence  was  the  constituting  of  a  board  of  con* 
trol,  appointed  by  tbe  King  out  of  the  Privy  Council,  for  superintendtnor  the  civil 
and  military  government  and  the  revenue  concerns  of  the  Company,  whilst  their 
commercial  and  internal  afiairs  were  left  under  the  management  of  their  own  di- 
rectors. The  Ring  was  to  nominate  a  commander-in-chief,  and  to  possess  a  negative 
upon  all  appointments  of  the  Company ;  and  a  new  court  of  judicature  was  insti- 
tuted for  the  trial  of  offences  committed  in  India." 
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themselves;  bat  the  mi^hief  will  be  done !  But,  without  talking  of 
futurity  and  constitutional  points,  you  may  easily  judge  what  detri- 
ment the  nation  must  have  received  already.  The  first  year  after  a 
war — ^and  after  a  fatal  war !— was  the  moment  to  set  about  repair- 
ing what  could  be  repaired.  That  year  is  already  lost„  totally  lost ! 
not  a  measure  has  been  taken  yet ;  and  it  will  be  the  end  of  May 
before  even  the  session  can  begin.  4Jnanimity»  too,  was  essential; 
instead  of  which,  behold  two  parties  revived  with  as  much  animosity 
as  ever  actuated  factions,  except  in  religious  wars!  It  was  deemed 
of  the  last  urgency  that  the  East  India  Bill  sho.uld  have  gone  by  the 
ships  in  February  ;  not  a  bill  is  yet  in  the  egg-shell.  The  Cabinet  of 
Versailles  speak  their  opinion  plainly,  by  being  zealous  for  Mr.  Pitt; 
a  sad  compliment  to  him  !  And  they  are  sending  a  powerful  fleet  to 
India,  accompanied  by  Spaniards  and  Dutch.  Guess  how  near  we 
are  to  peace  with  Holland  !  Add  to  all  these  difficulties  the  incapa- 
,city  of  the  new  Ministers.  Mr.  Pitt  is  certainly  ah  extraordinary 
young  man ;  but  is  he  a  supi^rnatural  one  ?  Do  not  trust  to  me,  but 
believe  the  foreign  Ministers.  There  is  but  one  voice  amongst  them 
on  the  marvellous  superiority  of  Mr.  Fox,  and  the  unheard-of  facility 
of  doing  business  with  him.  He  made  the  peace  between  the  Turks 
and  Russia ;  and  Simonin,  the  latter's  Minister,  told  the  king  himself 
so  in  the  drawing-room  since  Fox's  fall.  On  the  contrary,  those 
foreigners  talk  loudly  of  the  extreme  ignorance  of  the  new  Secretaries. 
Our  Ambassador  at  Paris  is  a  proverb  of  insufficience.  Lord  Shel- 
burne  (who,  by  the  way,  seems  likely  to  succeed  one  of  his  auo* 
cessors.  Lord. Sydney,)  said  the  other  day,  "Upon  my  word,  I  hear 
that  the  Duke  of  Dorset's  letters  are  written  very  well ;  he  talks  of 
the  ceded  islands  as  if  he  knew  where  they  are.'^* 

This  is  a  brief  sketch  of  part  of  our  history ;  for  particulars,  I  refer 
myself  to  your  nephew.  You,  with  whom  I  have  conversed  so  freely 
for  above  forty  years,  could  not  want  a  clue  to  my  sentiments  on  the 
present  crisis.  I  never  have  changed  my  principles,'^nor  am  likely* 
I  shall  continue  to  write  to  you  on  great  events,  but  without  com- 
ments^ which  would  be  unnecessary  after  1  have  given  you  this 
key. 

In  a  general  view,  I  suppose  we  shall  fall  into  all  the  distraction  of 
a  ruined  country.  The  memory  of  what  we  have  been  so  recently 
will  exasperate  our  feelings;  or  we  shall  grow  insensible,  remain  dis- 
sipated till  totally  impoverished,  and  perhaps  imagine  from  indolence 

*  **  For  the  emiMssy  to  Paris,  the  Duke  of  Dorset  was  selected  by  Pitt,  or  rather  i 
by  the  King^.  The  Duke  was  the  eon  ofLord  Johq  Sackville,  elder  brother  of  Loid 
George;  and  succeeded  collaterally  to  the  title,  on  the  demise  of  his  uncle  Charles^ 
second  Duke  of  Dorset,  mentioned  so  frequently  in  Dodington*8  Diary  as  Earl  of 
Middlesex.  The  Duke,  when  named  Ambassador  toyersailles,  had  nearly  attained 
his  fortieth  year.  He  displayed  neithershining  parts  nor  superior  abilities ;  and,  con- 
sidered as  Ambassador  to  France,  could  not  sustain  a  comparison  tor  diplomatic  abi- 
lity, or  strength  of  intellect,  with  the  Earl  of  Stair,  or  with  the  first  Horace  Wal- 
|x)le,  brother  of  Sir  Robert^  who  had  represented  the  English  Sovereign  at  tho  i 
Courts  of  Loais  the  Fourteenth  and  Fifteenth."— fFrovairt  Memoirt, 
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that  submission  is  ease  !  I  am  so  near  the  end  of  my  course,  that  I 
bear  these  uncomfortable  prospects  with  more  indifference  than  I 
should  have  done  some  years  ago.  I  take  no  part ;  for,  when  boys  are 
on  the  stage,  a  veteran  makes  but  an  awkward  figure :  nor  can  I  tap  & 
new  controversy,  of  which  I  shall  probably  see  but  little  of  the  progress, 
M ethinks  one  ought  to  be  ready  to  go  at  one's  time,  and  not  be  called 
away  when  one  has  much  to  do.  I  was  enough  engaged  when  the 
former  Pitt*  and  Fox  were  the  hero^  of  the  scene.  Were  I  to  list 
under  the  son  of  the  one  or  the  other,  I  should  feel  as  if  I  were  reading^ 
the  romance  of  Amadis  de  GauU  which  continues  through  the  adveh- 
tores  of  bis  son. 

April  11th. 
.    I  hear  nothing  of  your  nephew,  nor  know  where  to  inquire ;  yet,  as  he 
bas  parted  with  his  house  in  town  and  abandoned  his  borough,  I  con* 
elude  he  perseveres  in  his  intention  of  visiting  you,  and  that  I  shall^ 
see  him  before  he  sets  out. 

The  scene  is  wofully  changed  for  the  Opposition^  though  not  half 
the  new  Parliament  is  yet  chosen.  Though  they  still  contest  a.  very 
few  counties  and  some  boroughs,  they  own  themselves  totally  defeat- 
ed. They  reckoned  themselves  sure  of  two  hundred  and  forty  mem- 
bers: they  probably  will  not  have  a  hundred  and  fifty ;  and,  amongst 
there,,  not  some  capital  leaders, — perhaps  not  the  commander-in-chief^ 
Mr.  Foxjt  certainly  not  the  late  commander-in-chief  of  the  army. 
General  Conway.  In  short,  between  the  industry  of  the  Court  and 
the  India  Company,  and  that  momentary  phrenzy  that  sometimes 
seizes  a  whole  nation,  as  if  it  were  a  vast  animal,  such  aversion  to 
the  Coalition  and  such  a  detestation  of  Mr.  Fox  have  seized  the 
country,  that,  even  where  omnipotent  gold  retains  its  influence,  the 
elected  pass  through  an  ordeal  of  the  most  virulent  abuse.  The 
great  whig  families,  the  Cavendishes,  Rockinghams,  Bedfords,  have 
lost  all  credit  in  their  own  counties;  nay,  have  been  tricked  out  of 
seats  where  the  whole  property  was  their  own ;  and  in  some  of  those 
cases  a  royal  finger  has  too  evidently  tampered>.  as  well  as  singularly 
and  revengefully  towards  Lord  North  and  Lord  Hertford ;  the  latter  of 
whom,  however,  is  likely  to  have  six  of  his  own  sons;];  in  the  House 
of  Commons — an  extraordinary  instance*  Such  a  proscription,  how- 
ever,  must  have  sown  so  deep  resentment  as  it  was  not  wise  to  pro- 
voke; considering  that  permanent  fortune  is  a  jewel  that  in  no  crown 
is  the  most  to  be  depended  upon  ! 

When  I  have  told  you  these  certain  truths,  and  when  you  must  be 
aware  that  this  torrent  of  unpopularity  broke  out  in  the  Capital,  will  it  not 
sound  like  a  contradiction  if  I  afiirm'that  Mr.  Fox  himself  is«till  strug- 

*  Mr.  Pitt  was  second  son  of  William  Earl  of  Chatham,  who  was  also  a  second 
son;  18  Charles  Fox  was  of  Lord  Holland,  a  second  son  also. 

t  Though  Mr.  Fox  was  elected  both  for  Westminster  and  Kirkwall,  petitioas^ 
from  both  were  presented  against  him, 

t  He  did  get  but  five  of  bis  sons  Into  that  Parliament 

28* 
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§liDg  to  be  chosea  for  Westminster,  aod  maintains  so  sturdy  a  fight,  that 
ir  Cecil  Wray,  his  antagonist,  is  net  yet  three  hundred  ahead  of  him, 
though  the  Court  exerts  itself  against  him  in  the  most  violent  manner, 
by  mandates,  arts,  &c.— nay,  sent  at  once  a  body  of  iwo  hundred 
and  eighty  of  the  Guards  to  give  their  votes  as  householders,  which  tt 
legal,  but  which  my  father  in  the  most  quiet  seasons  would* not  have 
dared  to  do  J  At  first  the  contest  threatened  to  be  bloody:  Lord 
Hood*  being  the  third  candidate,  and  on  the  side  of  the  Court,  a  mob 
of  three  hundred  sailors  undertook  to  drive  away  the  opponents;  bat 
the  Irish  chairmen,!  beipg  retained  by  Mr.  Fox's  party,  drove  them 
back  to  their  element,  and  cured  the  tars  of  their  ambition  of  a  naval 
victory.  In  truth,  Mr.  Fqx  has  all  the  popularity  in  Westminster ;  and, 
indeed,  is  so  amiable  and  winning,  that,  could  he  have  stood  in  person 
over  aH  England,  I  question  whether  he  would  not  have  carried  the  . 
Parliament.  The  beldams  liate  him ;  but  most  of  the  pretty  women 
in  London  are  indefatigable  in  making  interest  for  him,  the  Duchess 
of  Devonshire^  in  particular.  I  am  ashamed  to  say  how  coarsely  she 
has  been  received  by  some  worse  than  tars  I — But  me  nothing  has 
shocked  so  much  as  what  I  heard  this  morning :  at  Dover  they  roasted 
a  poor foa?  alive  by  the  most  diabolic  allegory  !-r-a  savage  meanness 
that  an  Iroquois  would  not  have  committed.  Base^  cowardly 
wretches  I  how  much  nobler  to  have  hurried  to  London  and  torn  Mr. 
Fox  himself  peacemeal!  I  detest  a  country  inhabited  by  such 
stupid  barbarians.    I  will  write  no  more  to-night;  I  am  in  a  passion! 

April  15th,  at  ni|fht. 
Your  nephew  has  been  in  town<  for  a  moment,  and  called  on  me; 
but  hurried  into  Kent,  apprehending  an  opposition  to  his  friend,  Mr. 
Marsham  :§  but  Lord  Mahon,||  a  savage,  a  republican,  a  royalist^I 
don't  know  what  not— has  been  forced  to  drop  it;  and  your  nephew 
will  set  out  immediately,  and  sends  for  this  letter,  which  I  must  finish 
in  haste.  I  can  add  nothing  newly  decisive.  The  Court  will  have  a 
great  majority ;  but  the  tide,  at  least  here,  begins  to  turn.  They  did 
not  carry  a  supply  of  six  new. Directors  of  the  East  India  Company 
swimmingly  .yesterday  :  Mr.  Fox  was  within  two  or  three  voices  of 
choosing  three  of  those  very  friends  who  were  to  have  been,  mem- 
bers of  his  bill  which  proves  that  he  has  still  great  weight  among  the 

*■  Lord  Hood  was  an  admiral, 

t  Almost  all  the  hackney-chairmen  in  London  were  Irish. 

t  Lady  Georg.iana  Spencer,  She  certainly  procured  the  greatest  part  of  Mr. 
Fox*8  votes  for  him :  though  the  Court  party  endeavoured  to  deter  her  by  the  most 
illiberal  and  indecent  abuse,  yet  they  could  not  fix  the  smallest  stain  on  her  virtue. 

}  The  Honourable  Charles  Marsham,  son  and  heir  of  Robert,  second  Lord  Roo- 
ney.  Wrazall  describes  him  as  a  man  by  no  means  prepossessing  or  engaging  io 
his  manners;  but  admits  that  he  wanted  not  ability,  and  that  he  deservedly  at- 
tracted general  consideration  in  bis  parliamentary  capacity. 

II  Lord  Mabon,  by  his  first  marriage,  stood  in  the  near  relation  of  brother-io-liw 
to  Mr..  Pitt.  He  was  a  very  eccentric  man  in  dress  and  manners,  and  hisopiniooi 
were  tinged  with  republicanism.    His  temper  was  impetuous  and  fiery. 
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Eroprietors.    His  own  election  .for  Westminster  still  coath^ues,  and 
e  has  recovered  much  ground  within  these  three  days,  so  that  Sir 
Cecil  Wray's  majority  of  above  300  is  reduced  to  175. 

The  aspect  in  Ireland  is  cloudy;  nay»  has  been  storm y«  The  mob 
broke  into  the  House  of  Commons,  and  insulted  the  members  for  not 
passing  what  is  called  the  Protecting  Duties,  which  your  nephew 
must  explaiti ;  but  the  rioters  were  suppressed  and  imprisoned— 
re$te  d  voir  whether  the  Volunteers  will  not  espouse  the  Protecting 
Duties^  which  might  be  very  serious.  I  thought  and  said,  that  our 
India  Bill  was  still  more  aibill  for  Ireland;  meaning,  that  jf  lost,  and 
the  Ministry  changed,  I  concluded  the  .Irish 'would  say,  that  it  was 
not  fit  to  be  governed  by  a  country  that  couId  not  govern  itself  for 
six  months  together.  It  looks  as  if  I  had  not  been  totally  mistaken ; 
nor  shall  I  be,  if  France,  whose  whole  eye  is  on  India,  should  con- 
trive to  find  us  employment  in  Ireland.  That  Island  is  more  it  leur 
port6e  than  America  was.  In  short,  the  present  reign  may  be 
painted  in  one  sentence,  which  I  foupd  t'other  day  in  Muratori's  Ai^ 
nals  of  Italy :  **  Cento  si  richieggono  'ad  edificare';  un  solo  baita  perdis* 
iruggere  tuitoJ^    Adieu !    Return  me  this  letter. 


LETTER  CCCCXX- 

Berkeley  Square,  ^pril  29, 1784. 
Never  did  more  traverses  happen  in.  a  law  suit,  than  befall  poor 
Cavalier  Mozzi !  Three  weeks  ago  Mr.  Duane  sent  me  the  Cava- 
lier's letter  to  Mr.  Sharpe,  with  the  handsome  offer  of  1000/.,  which 
I  concluded  my  Lord  would  jump  at ;.  and  I  expected  to  hear,  that, 
as  soon  as  he  could  despatch  an  answer,  I  should  have  notice  to  set- 
tle the  whole  afiair  with  the  lawyers*  No  such  summons  arrived. 
Alas !  the  night  before  last  I  was  told  accidentally  that  Mr.  Duane 
had  a  stroke  of  apoplexy!  I  immediately  wrote  to  Mr.  Sharpe  to 
inquire :  he  has  this  moment  been  with  me,  confirmed  the  nielancholy 
story,  adding,  that  he  doubts  much  of  Mr.  Duane's  recovery.  How- 
ever, he  brought  me  my  Lord's  answer — satisfactory  so  farr  as  that 
he  will  close  with  the  Cavalier's  offer ;  but  not  at  ail  content  with  it. 
No  matter:  the  affair  will  at  least  be  terminated,  though  neither  side 
will  be  pleased.  A  little  time,  I  suppose,  will  be  wasted  in  waiting 
for  the  event  of  Mr.  Duane's  illness ;  and  Lucas,  iis  Mr.  Sharpe  said 
this  morning,  will  not  hurry  himself  a  jot  more  than  a  snail :  yet, 
whether  poor  Mr.  Duane  recovers  or  not,  the  matter  will  be  ad- 
justed ;  it  might,  no  doubt,  in  a  week,  but  I  dare  to  say  will  not  be 
finished  in  two  months. 

As  I  sent  you  all  the  news.  I  knew  by  your  nephew,  I  have  none 
to  add.  Most  elections  are  ov^r ;  and,  if  they  were  not,  neither  you 
nor  I  care  about  such  details.    I  have  no  notion  of  filling  one's  h^ad 
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with  circnmstmces  of  which,  in  six  weeks,  one  is'to  discharge  it  for 
ever.  Indeed,  it  is  well  that  I  live  little  in  the  world,  or  I  shoald  be 
obliged  to  provide  myself  with  that  viaticum  for  common  conversa- 
tion/ Otit  ladies  are  grown  such  vehement  politicians,  that  no  other 
topic  is  admissible ;  nay,  I^o  not  know  wtiether  you  must  not  learn 
our  politics  for  the  oonvetsaiioni  at  Florence, — at  least,  if  Paris  gives 
the  ton  to  Italy,  as  it  used  to  do.  There  are  as  warm  parties  for  Mr. 
Fox  or  Mr.  Pitt  at  Versailles  and  Amsterdam  as  in  Westminster. 
At  the  fihst,  1  suppose,  they  exhale  in  epigrams ;  are  expressed  at  the 
second  by  case-knives;  at  the  tast  they  vent  themselves  in  deluges 
of  satiric  prints,  though  with  no  more  wit  than  there  is  in  a  case- 
knife.  1  was  told  last  night  that  our  engraved  pasquinades  for  thil 
winter,  at  tw^lvepence  or  sixpence  a-piece,  would  cosV  six  or  seveD 
pounds. ' 

Having  written  thus-far,  I  received  yours  of  the  9th,  in  which  I 
find  Cavalier  Mozzi  is  anew  displeased  with*  Mr.  Sharpe,  whom  ie- 
d^d  I  do  not  understand.  He  told  me  to<lay,  as  justifying  my 
Lord's  dissatisfaction,  that  he  did  think  his  Lordship  was  entitled  to 
interest  on  interest  on  part  of  his  demand ;  namely,  on  what  Lady 
Orford  had  taken  away  from  the  seats  in  the  country.  Thi»  ht  had 
not  intimated  before;  nor  indeed  does  he  now  pretend  that  my  Lord 
should  have  more  than  the  1000/.  that  he  consents  to  take.  For 
Sharpens  demand  of  the  same  allowance  as  he  used  to  have  from  mj 
Lady,  it  is  extortion ;  as  he  certainly,  by  his  own  statement,  has  not 
been  collecting  rents  since  her  death.  In  short,  I  can  only  recur  to 
my  old  opinion,  that  Cavalier  Mozzi  should  have  come  over  him- 
self: I  could  have  mven  him  advice  here;  but,  being  made  referee 
for  my  Lord,  I  could  not  take  part  against  him.  1  doubt  I  have 
gone  to  the  utmost  limits  of  decency  and  equity  to  protect  Mozzi; 
and  Lucas,  I  am  persuaded,  will  have  represented  that  delicacy  in 
the  worst  light.  I  do  not  care ;  I  will  take  no  step  to  disculpate 
myself.  I  am  only  sorry  that  I  could  do  no  better  for  Mozzi  i  though 
I  repeat  it,  he  must  in  part  blame  himself  for  not  coming  to  defend 
his  own  cause,  which  has  given  Sharpe  and  Lucas  full  elbow-room 
for  plundering  him; — and  yet  Sharpe  blames,  or  pretends  to  blame, 
Lucas;  and  I  must  own  in  justice  to  the  former,  that  more  than  once 
he  did  provoke  the  latter  by  his  opposition.  I  hope  that  Mozai 
gained  so  much  by  Lady  Orford's  favour,  from  what  was  not  within 
reach  of  our  legal  harpies,  that  he  will  be  much  at  his  ease. 

We  do  not  know  that  Lady  Charlotte  Herbert  is  dead,  though 
a  letter  received  to-day  i^epresents  her  case  as  totally  desperate. 
Though  her  father  was  forced  to  be  acquainted  with  her  danger, 
his  return  will  be  far  from  a  consolation.  We  are  not  surpriaed  at 
any  extravagance  in  his  Lordship's  morals,  though  at  his  age ;  but 
much  at  his  profligacy,  counteracting  his  avarice.  I  will  give  yoa 
one  instance  of  the  latter.  At  Wilton  he  always  recommends  bis 
port  before  his  other  wines^  saying,  "  I  can  warrant  the  port  good, 
tor  I  make  it  myself.'^ 
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I  am  'sorry  to  hear  you  are  tormented  with  the  rheumatism.  I 
have  had  il  in  my  shoulder,  though  not  sharply,  ever  since  last  July, 
and  prefer  the  gout  to  it.  The  latter  goes  at  its  period,  and  does  not 
return  for  some  time;  but  the  rheumatism  may  depart  to-day  and 
come  back  to-morrow,  or  never  leaye  one  at  all.  Our  winter  has  been 
doleful  too,  though  less  so  than  in  many  countries.  .Of  spring  there 
was  not  a  symptom  a  fortnight  ago,  though  commonly  many  trees 
and  most  shrubs  are  in  full  leaf  by  the  end  of  April.  .1  shall  visit  my 
Strawberry  to-morrow,  and  hope  at  least  to  find  the  grass  verdant. 
We  are  so  pestered  by  robbers,  that  a  month  ago  I  thought  they  had 
stolen  all  the  turf  of  my  meadows.  Good  night!  It  is  near  one  in 
the  morning. 


LETTER  (XXJCXXI. 

Strawberry  Hill,  Jane  3, 1784. 

As  I  was  told  two  days  ago  that  Mr.  Duane  is  recovered,  and  still, 
as  I  heard  nothing  from  Lucas  or  Sharpe,  I  yesterday  wrote  to  the 
latter,  complaining  of  the  continuation  of  delay,  though  all  points  are 
agreed  and  declaring  I  was  ashamed  of  seeing  Cavalier  Mozzi  so  in- 
cessantly ill*treated.  That  night  I  found  a  letter  on  my  table  from 
Sharpe^ — not  an  answer  to  mine,  which  he  could  not  have  received ; 
but  one  to  tell  me  that  he  had  the  day  before  had  a  letter  from  the 
Cavalier,  consenting  to  all  their  demands,  and  promising  to  send  the 
necessary  order  on  the  following  Saturday.  Sharpe  adds  these 
words :  **  In  the  mean  time  Mr.  Lucas  and  I  have  prepared  a  writing 
for  the  mutual  discharge  of  all  demands,  which  is  now  submitted  to 
Mr.  Duane's  consideration.'' 

Thus  I  suppose,  ni  hUU  wh^n  all  has  been  extorted  that  can  be, 
those  honest  gentlemen  will  let  the  Cavalier  receive  his  remaining 
pittance ;  though,  no  doubt,  Lucas  will  not  be  very  expeditious,  if  he 
can  help  it,  for  fear  of  breaking  his  good  old  custom  of  being  dila- 
tory. 

Well  I  but  a  letter  was  not  all  I  found  from  Sharpe ;  it  was  accom- 
panied by  a  very  large  snuff-box,  and  a  request  to  inquire  of  you  whe- 
ther any  letter  of  advice  was  sent  by  you  to  any  person,  or  the  bill 
of  lading  signed  by  the  captain  of  the  Swedish  ship,  the  Esperance/ 
(the  captain's  name  Lingdeen,)  to  whom  was  consigned,  in  January 
1782,  the  portrait  of  Lord  Clinton,  by  Yandyck,  which,  the  Cavalier 
says,  in  April  last  was  addressed  to  your  nephew  for  my  Lord,  and 
of  whieh  my  Lord  has  yet  heard  nothing  more.  Oh  1  but  now  comes 
the  curious  part !  The  snuff-box,  which  is  a  black  tortoise-shell  one, 
contains  an  uncommonly  large  enamel  portrait,  by  Zincke,  of  Lady 
Orford,  painted,  I  suppose,  early  for  my  brother  Orford.  The  fea- 
tures are  extremely  like;  the  countenance  not  at  all  so :  on  the  neck 
is  a  flaw  from  the  furnace.  If  I  was  surprised  at  its  being  sent  to 
me,  I  was  not  less  at  its  real  destination.    It  was  sent  to  me,  says 
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Sharper  by  his  Lordship,  either  to  be  forwarded  to  the  CavalKr  in  re* 
turn  (for  the  Lord  Clinton,)  or  to  have  it  copied  in  oil  to^the  siecoJ 
life  three  quarters;  but  I  know  no  hand/'  continues  he,  'Mhat  I  think 
can  do  that  to  any  advantage."  He  then  asks  my  opinion ;  as  it  is 
supposed  the  Cavalier  would  prefer  a  portrait  near  to  the  size  of  life. 
A  more  abstird  or  indelicate  thought  never  entered  into  the  head  of 
man;  but,  indeed,  it  is  a  madman's  heac}!  I  did  twt  reply,  that  I 
concluded  the  Cavalier,  had  he  wished  for  a  portrait  of  my  Lady, 
might  have  obtained  one  from  her,  and  could  not  wish  for  one  painted 
fifty  years  ago.  I  did  just  hint,  that  it  would  be  a  very  odd  present 
from  my  Lord  to  the  Cavalier,  but  said  I  did  not  presume  to  give  ad- 
vice :  that  for  a  copy,  the^picture,  which  has  no  merit  but  in  the  ei- 
cellence  of  the  enamel,  would  make  a  woful  appearance  in  oil;  for 
it  is  in  the  plain  barren  manner  of  that  time,  totally  void  of  ornament 
and  grace.  And  so  I  sent  it  back  to  let  the^cabal  decide,  whose  d^ 
iicacy  I  doubt  not  will  decide  for  sending  the  original ;  especially  as 
a  copy,  or  any  other  present,  would  cost  a  few  guineas,  which  they 
had  rather  get  for  themselves.  However,  it  became  me  to  object  to 
the  impropriety  of  giving  away  his  mother's  picture,  and  to  the  «r- 
son  in  the  world  to  V^hom  he  should  not  send  it — and  there  I  snail 
leave  it. 

Your  nephew,  I  depend  upon  it,  has  been  with  you  some  time,  and 
satisfied  you  in  all  you  could  wish  to  know.  The  new  Parliament,  as 
the  papers  will  have  told  you,  and  as  the  progress  of  the  elections 
foretold,  is  decidedly  with  the  Court.*  Nothing  extraordinary  has 
passed  there  or  any  where  else.  The  House  of  Commons  is  occa- 
pied  by  the  Westminster  election,  and  sat  on  it  till  six  this  morning; 
nor  yet  is  it  finished.  You  know,  I  cannot  bear  election  contests, 
nor  ever  inform  myself  of  their  circumstances.  In  truth,  I  am  very 
iffnorant  of  what  is  passing.  I  have  been  settled  here  this  fortnight, 
though  two  dreary  wet  days  drove  me  to  town;  but  I  returned  to- 
day, and  shall  stay  here  if  the  weather  is  tolerable,  though  London 
is  brimful — ^but  then  it  is  brimful  of  balls,  shows,  breakfasts,  and  joys, 
to  which  my  age  says  no,  and  my  want  of  inclination  a  treble  no. 
It  is  my  felicity  to  have  remembered  how  ridiculous  I  have  formerly 
thought  old  people  who  forgot  their  own  age  when  every  body  else 
did  not;  and  it  is  lucky  too  that  I  feel  no  disposition  that  can  lead 
me  into  absurdities.  The  present  world  might  be  my  grandchildren; 
as  they  are  not,  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  them.  I  am  glad  they 
are  amused,  but  neither  envy  nor  wish  to  partake  of  their  pleasures 
or  their  business.  When  one  preserves  one's  senses  and  facpltics, 
and  suffers  no  pain,  old  age  would  be  no  grievance  but  for  one;  yet 
oh!  that  one  is  a  heavy  calamity — the  surviving  one's  friends:  nay, 
even  the  loss  of  one's  contemporaries  is  something  1  at  least,  I  can- 
not feel  interested  about  a  generation  that  I  do  not  know. 

I  felt  this  very  sensibly  last  week.    I  have  no  taste  for,  and  scarce 

*  The  Opposition  mored  an  amendment  to  the  Address,  which  was  supported  by 
only  114  votes  against  282. 
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ever  read^  the  pamphlets  and  political  letlers.io  the  newapapers;  but 
I  canoot  describe  the  avidity  with  which  I  devour  a  new  publica- 
tion. A  nephew  of  Lord  Melcombe's  heir  has  published  that  Lord's 
diary.*  Indeed^  it  cammences  in  1749,  and  I  grieve  it  was  not 
dated  .twenty  years  earlier.  However,  it  deals  in  tcfpics  that  are  ten 
times  more  familiar  and  fresh  to  my  memory  than  any  passage  that 
has  bapperied  within,  th^se  six  months.  I  wish  I  could  convey  it  to 
you.  Though'drawn  by  his  own  hand,  and  certainly  meant  to  flat- 
ter himself,  it  is  a  truer  portrait  than  any  of  his  hirelings  would  have 
given;  Never  was  such  a  composition  of  vanity,  versatility,  and 
servility !  In  short,  there  is  but  one  feature  wanting-*his  wit,  of 
which  in  his  whole  book  there  are  not  three  sallies.  I  often  said  of 
Lord  Hervey  and  Doddington,  that  they  were  the  only  two  I  ever 
knew  who  were  always  aiming  at  wit,  and  yet  generally  found  it. 
There  is  one  light  in  which  the  book  pleases  t»&  particularly ;  it  fully 
JQSlifies  the  unfavourable  opinion  I  always  had  of  the  Duke  of  New-' 
castle  and  Mr.  Felham,  and  which  was  thought  such  heresy  during 
their  lives. 

I  have  somehow  or  other  made  out  a  longer  better  than  I  expected. 
My  correspondence  in  summer  has  commonly  been  barren,  and 
probably  will  not  be  luxuriant  in  this,  though  the  Parliament  will  be 
sitting :  but  I  shall  know  no  more  than  the  newspapers  tell  me ;  and 
they  are  grown  so  communicative,  that  you  may  draw  from  the 
fountains,  without'  my  purloining  a  pitcher  here  and  there  to  send 
you.    Adieu ! 


LETTER  CCCCXXn. 

Strawberry  Hill,  July  8, 1784. 
I  HAVE  delayed  and  delayed  writing,  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  send 
you  the  completion  of  Cavalier  Mozzi's  business ;  but  at  last  I  have 
lost  my^  patience,  as  I  suppose  he  has.  Lucas  is  intolerable.  I  sent 
him  word  of  it  the  moment  I  received  the  order  on  Mr.  Hoare. 
Lucas  desired  to  see  a  copy  of  it :  J  sent  it.  He  said,  Mr.  Hoare 
must  have  it  before  he  {Lucas)  could  withdraw  the  caveat:  but 
Lucas  bad  stayed  sometime  before  he  gave  me  that  notice.  I  re- 
.  plied,  I  would  deliver  the  order,  if  Mr.  Hoare  would  engage  to  re- 
store it  to  me,  provided  he,  Lucas,  should  start  any  new  difficulties ; 
but  would  not  part  with  it  out  of  my  hands  till  every  thing  was 
ready  for  conclusion :  and  I  did  express  resentment  at  his  endeavour- 
ing to  represent  me  as  the  cause  of  the  delay.  I  said,  I  had  learned 
circumspection  from  him,  and  gave  him  plainly  to  understand  that  I 
would  not  trust  him  with  the  order ;  in  which  I  believe  I  was  very 
much  in  the  right.  He  begged  my  pardon,  and  pretended  to  have 
had  great  difficulties  in  waiving  his  own  scruples — I  don't  know 

*  It  is  generally  named  Doddington's  Memoirs. 
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about  what.  Still,  I  hear  nothing  from  him,  though  I  told  him,  near 
a  fortnight  ago^  that  I  would  meet  him  and  Mn  Hoard,  &c.  in  towo» 
whenever  they  would  give  me  notice  they  were  ready.  I  compre- 
hend nothing  of  all  this.  I  am  surprised  Lucas  is  not  impatient  to 
finger  his  booty ;  but  his  invincible  slowness,  jn  which,  somehow  or 
other,  he  thinks  he  finds  his  account,  is  perhaps  the  sole  cause ;  for  I 
do  not  see  how  he  can  possibly  hope  to  extort  more  from  Mozzi  than 
he  has  done.  You  may  depend  upon  hearing,  the  moment  the  affair 
is  terminated. 

This  letter  is  merely  written  to  explain  my  silence  to  poor  Mozzi. 
I  know  no  news,  public  or  private.  The  Parliament  sits,  but  only 
on  necessary  business.  There  is  much  noise  about  a  variety  of  new 
t9xes>  yet  only  few  have  a  right  to  complain  of  them.*  The  ma- 
jority of  the  nation  persisted  in  approving  aind  calling  for  the  Ame- 
rican war,  and  ought  to  swallow  the  heavy  consequences  in  silence. 
Instead  of  our  colonies  and  trade,  we  have  a  debt  of  two  hundred 
and  fourscore  millions  I  Half  of  that  enormous  burden  our  vm 
country-gentlemen  have  acquired,  instead  of  an  alleviation  of  the 
Land-tax,  which  they  were  such  boobies  as  as  to  expect  from  the 
prosecution  of  the  war!  Posterity  will  perhaps  discover  what  his 
own  age  would  not  see,  that  my  father's  motto,  Quieia  non  ;not«re, 
was  a  golden  sentence;  but  what  avail  retrospects  ? 

Pray  tell  me  if  you  know  any  thing  of  a  very  thin  book  lately 
printed  at  Florence,  called  "  The  Arno  Miscellany,"  said  to  be 
printed  at  the  Stamperia  Bonducciana;  and  what  does  that  meant 
The  Ahh6  Bonducci  I  thought  dead  many  years  ago  ;  yet  that  term» 
and  the  style  of  the  work,  seems  to  allude  to  his  buffoonery .f  The 
paper,  impression,  and  binding,  I  will  swear,  are  Florentine.  This 
dab  was  left  at  my  house  in  town  without  a  name.  It  consists  of 
some  pretended  translations  and  odes  by  (pretended)  initials,  though 
I  suppose  all  by  the  same  hand.  The  last  two  are  a  pastoral  and  ao 
ode  that  are  perfect  nonsense;  designedly  nonsensical,  no  doubt;  yet 
undesignedly  too,  for  they  have  no  humour,  or  at  least  no  originality. 
being  copies  of  Swift's  ballad,  Mild  Jiraadiangy  ever  blooming:  and 
certainly  nothing  is  so  easy  as  to  mismatch  substantives  and  adjec- 
tives, when  the  idea  has  once  been  started.  The  last  ode  seems  to 
be  meant  to  ridicule  Gray's  magnificent  odes,  and  in  truth  is  better 
than  the  serious  pieces ;  for  a  thousand  persons  can  mimic  an  actor, 
who  cannot  act  themselves.  I  imagine  the  whole  to  be  the  work  of 
young  Beckford.|    He  is  just  returned  from  Italy. 

*  The  budget  con^prised  a  loan  of  six  millions,  which  was  obtained  on  very  ft* 
vourable  terms,  and  an  increase  of  the  window-tax,  to  make  up  for  a  redactioQ  of 
the  duties  on  tea. 

t  This  was  a  slip  of  memory.  Mr.  Walpole,  in  1740,  bad  been  acquainted  st 
Florence  with  the  Abb^  Bonducci  and  Buondelmonte :  the  latter  was  the  wit  ana 
mimic;  the  other  had  taught  Mr.  Gray  Italian.  In  this  letter  Mr.  Walpole  bafl 
confounded  them. 

I  The  celebrated  author  of  "  Vathek,'*  and  of  **  Italy,  Spain,  and  Portugal;  with 
an  Excursion  to  the  Monasteries  of  Alcobaga  and  Batalha.*'-*-£D. 
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One  of  my  hundred  nieces  has  just  married  herself  by  an  expedi- 
tion to  Scotland.  It  is  Mrs.  Keppel's  second  daughter  ;*  a  beautiful 
ffirl,  and  more  universally  admired  than  her  sister  or  cousins  the 
Waldegraves.  For  such  an  exploit  her  choice  is  not  a  very  bad  one ; 
the  swain  is  eldest  son  of  Lord  Southampton- 1  Mrs.  iteppel  has 
been  persuaded  to  pardon  her,  but  Lady  Southampton  is  inexorable; 
nor  can  I  quite  blame  her,  for  she  has  thirteen  other  children,  and 
a  fortiine  was  very  requisite  :  but  both  the  bride  and  bridegroom  are 
descendants  of  Charles  the  Second,  from  whom  they  probably  in- 
herit stronger  impulses  than  a  spirit  of  collateral  calculation. 

Another  of  the  Fitzroys  is  dead,  the  Dowager  Lady  Harrington,} 
who  in  the  predominant  characteristic  of  the  founders  of  her  line 
certainly  did  not  degenerate  in  her  day  from  the  King  her  grand- 
father, or  her  grandam  the  Duchess  of  Cleveland. 

Adieu  !  I  hope  you  will  hear  from  me  again  very  soon ;  but  I  an- 
swer for  nothing  that  depends  on  Lucas.  One  would  think  that  he 
had  been  the  inventor  of  the  game  of  chess. 


LETTER  CCCCXXm. 

July  10, 1784. 

The  very  night  on  which  I  seht  my  letter  for  you  to  town,  com* 
plaining  of  Lucas's  tediousness,  I  received  one, — not  from  him,  but 
from  Mr.  Sharpe, — telling  me  that  Mr.  HoBLvehad  paid  the  money  to 
my  Lord,  who  had  executed  a  full  discharge  to  Cavalier  Mozzi,  one 
part  of  which  was  lodged  with  Mr.  Hoare,  and  the  other  part,  or  du- 
plicate he,  Sharpe,  had  sent  me,  as  he  apprehended  the  Chevalier  had 
desired himto  do,  in  hopes  that  I  might  fina  some  favourable  opportunity 
of  conveying  it  to  you ;  and,  as  the  Chevalier  must  execute  a  counter- 
part, he  had  sent  that  to  me  too,  and  had  himself  written  to  Mozzi  to 
acquaint  him  with  the  termination,  and  in  what  manner  he  must  ex- 
ecute the  deed.  Thus  the  same  post  will  convey  my  complaint  of  the 
delay,  and  Sharpe's  account  of  the  conclusion :  however,  this  will  ex- 
plain the  contradiction.  But  what  will  explain  Lucas's  conduct?  He 
would  not  withdraw  the  caveat  till  Mr.  Hoare  had  the  order;  and 
yet  Mr.  Hoare  pays  the  money  without  that  order,  of  which  he  has 
seen  nothing  but  a  copy  I    This  may  be  law — it  is  not  common  sense* 

What  do  you  think,  too,  of  Lucas's  impertinence  to  met  I  was 
referee ;  I  have  made  no  decision  in  form ;  I  offered  to  meet  all  the 
parties,  to  settle  and  conclude  the  whole  business ;  and  then  Lucas, 

*  Lanra,  secoDCJ  daughter  of  Dr.  Frederic  Keppel,  Bishop  of  Exeter,  by  Laura, 
eldest  daughter  of  Sir  Edward  Walpole. 

t  Lord  SouthamptoQ  was  grandson  of  the  Duke  of  Grafton ;  the  Bisliop  of  Exe- 
ter's mother  was  I^dy  Anne  Lenox,  daughter  of  the  first  Duke  of  Richmond. 

X  Lady  Caroline  Fitzroy,  eldest  daughter  of  Charles,  second  Duke  of  GraftoQ» 
and  widow  of  Henry  Stanhope,  second  Earl  of  Harrington* 
▼OL.  II.— 29 
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without  taking  notice  of  tne,  concludes  the  whole  without  me  I  A 
footman  would  have  been  treated  with  less  disrespect;  they  would  at 
least  have  told  him  they  did  not  want  him.  I  have  written  a  word 
of  resentment  to  Sharpe :  but  do  not  mention  it  to  Mozzi,  lest  he 
should  suspect  any  informality,  and  not  yet  be  easy. 

I  do  not  doubt  but  they  have  acted  legally,  and  only  chose  to  af- 
front me  after  all  the  trouble  I  have  had.  They  never  omit  any  op- 
portunity of  egging  the  poor  madman  to  insult  me.  I  wish  that  was 
all:  I  despise  such  wretches;  but  I  am  not  indifferent  to  being  kept 
out  of  even  the  interest  of  my  fortune.  But  I  shall  not  trouble  you 
with  my  own  grievances;  indeed,  they  do  not  sit  heavy.  I  am  ar- 
rived too  near  the  term  when  grievances  or  joys  will  be  equally 
shadows  passed  away,  not  to  consider  either  but  as  the  colours  of  a 
moment.  A  prospect  of  suffering  long  may  poison  even  the  present 
hour ;  but  it  were  weak  indeed  to  be  much  affected  by  injuries  that 
arrive  at  the  end  of  one's  course :  one  is  within  reach  of  the  great 
panacea  which  delivers  one  from  the  power  of  the  most  malevolent. 
Old  age  is  like  dipping  one  in  Styx;  not  above  the  breadth  of  one's 
heel  is  left  vulnerable.  I  perceive  this  numbness  even  to  bodily  pain. 
Some  years  ago  the  dread  of  a  fit  of  the  gout  soured  even  the, in- 
tervals ;  now,  if  the  apprehension  occurs,  I  say  to  myself,  *'  Is  not  it 
full  as  probable  that  I  shall  be  laid  out  as  be  laid  up  ?  then  why  anti- 
cipitate  what  may  never  happen?"  My  dear  sir,  life  is  like  a  chess- 
board,— the  white  spaces  and  the  black  are  close  together:  it  does 
not  signify  df  which  hue  the  last  square  is  ;  the  border  closes  all ! 

12lh. 
Well !  I  have  received  a  note  from  Lucas,  to  tell  me  he  had  de- 
sired Mr.  Sharpe  to  gjve  me  intelligence  of  the  conclusion,  and  that 
Mr.  Hoare  notv  ought  to  have  the  order — if  I  please  to  deliver  it. 
This,  you  see,  is  again  to  imply  blame  on  me — as  if  I  could  have  had 
any  reason  for  detaining  the  order,  but  from  a  caution  which  injus- 
tice 1  owed  to  Cavalier  Mozzi.  Does  any  one  give  up  an  order  oo 
a  banker,  unless  he  is  ready  to  pay  the  money?  Nor  indeed  did  I 
know  till  now  that  a  banker  would  pay  money  on  the  copy  of  an 
order.  It  is  all  a  juggle  that  I  do  not  comprehend  :  perhaps  it  is  notir- 
reputable  not  to  understand  all  the  tricks  of  such  an  attorney  as  Lucas. 
>  I  can  plainly  see  that  he  and  his  asspciates  are  willing  to  censure 
me  for  ends  for  which  they  would  always  have  pretended  some  rea- 
sons or  other;  and  it  is  hot  improbable  but  that  was  an  inducement 
to  employing  me  as  referee.  Lucas  knew  1  disapproved  of  his  insti- 
gating my  Lord  to  contest  his  mother's  will ;  and,  because  I  have 
said  what  I  owed  in  justice  to  Mozzi,  he  will  have  represented  me  as 

fartial  to  one  for  whom  in  reality  1  could  have  no  partiality,  though 
certainly  would  not  be  influenced  by  any  prejudice  against  him. 
I  smile  at  all  their  plots,  and  am  not  fool  enough  to  entertain  myself 
with  such  improbable  visions  as  they  may  think  I  indulge;  though  my 
whole  conduct,  and  the  little  management  I  have  had  for  the  crew* 
proves  how  far  I  am  from  having  a  grain  of  such  weakness. 
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I  trust,  my  dear  sir,  that  this  is  the  last  letter  I  shall  write  to  you 
on  the  subject  of  Mozzi.  Sharpe's  expression,  of  apprehending  the 
Chevalier  meant  the  deed  should  be  deposited  with  me,  Ipoks  as  if 
he  had  expected  it  himself;  or  that  he  is  in  the  plot  of  representing 
me  as  acting  in  concert  wilh  Mozzi.  On  the  other  hand,  I  should 
not  be  surprised  if  Mozzi,  from  the  unfavourableness  of.  the  decision, 
should  suspect  me  of  having  acted  too  partially  towards  my  l^ord. 
I  cannot  help  it  if  he  does. 

It  will  be  some  comfort  to  reflect,  that,  if  I  have  dissatisfjed  both 
sides,  it  is  a  presumption  that  I  have  not  been  very  partial  to  either. 
At  Mozzi  I  shall  not  wonder.  From  the  other  side  1  have  never  met 
but  ingratitude,  distrust,  and  ill-usage,  in  return  for  behaviour,  I  will 
dare  to  say,  unparallelled  in  tenderness,  care,  attention  to  his  interest, 
and  most  scrupulous  integrity.  Should  it  ever  come  to  the  test,  I 
know  what  my  reward  would  be.    Adieu  ! 


LETTER  CCCCXXIV. 

Strawberry  Hill,  Aug.  9, 1784. 

Your's  of  the  24th  of  July,  which  T/have  just  received,  tells  me  that 
Cavalier  Mozzi  is  much  disappointed  at  the  small  sum  he  is  to  receive ' 
on  the  winding  up  of  his  affair.  I  am  not  surprised,  and  can  only  tell 
him  what  I  have  said  to  my  nephew  ;  from  whom  I  have,  to  my  great 
surprise,  received  a  letter  of  thanks,  but  saying  that  Cavalier  Mozzi 
must  be  satisfied,  as  many  points  had  been  given  up.  I  replied,  "  that 
I  had  done  but  my  duty  in  undertaking  the  arbitration,  to  prevent  a 
very  disagreeable  discussion  in  a  public  court;  that  I  confessed  I  had 
favoured  Mozzi  to  the  utmost  of  my  power,  as  far  as  I  thought  I  might, 
that  Ae,  a  stranger,  and  not  acquainted  with  even  his  own  lawyer  or  re- 
feree, might  not  think  himself  betrayed;  and  that  I  had  done  it  the 
rather,  lest  he  should  suspect  me  of  partiality  too;  that,  for  thanks, 
his  Lordship  owed  me  none ;  as  I  owned,  that,  if  Mr.  Duane  had  not 
given  his  opinion  so  much  in  favour  of  his  Lordship,  I  should  have 
been  inclined  to  allow  him  less;  and,  consequently,  I  could  not  agree 
that  any  rights  had  been  ceded  on  that  side." 

I  do  not  doubt  but  Lucas  had  already  acquainted  him  with  what  I 
have  said,  though,  perhaps,  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  expected  I 
should  be  so  frank.  I  did  not  expect  to  content  either  party,  nor  have 
even  contented  myself;  but  I  could  not  act  otherwise  than  I  have  done. 
And,  as  Cavalier  Mozzi  would  not  be  persuaded  by  any  thing  I  could 
urge  to  come  over,  he  must  blame  himself,  if  his  cause  has  not  been 
belter  defended. 

The  history  of  Count  Afbani's  dai^ghter  is  no  news  to  me;*  I  knew 

*  The  PreteDder  had  just  acknowledged  his  natural  daughter,  declared  her  his 
heiress,  and  pretended  to  create  her  Duchess  of  Albany.  He  sent  this  declaration 
to  be  registered  at  Paris. 
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it  from  a  physician*  who  attended  her  at  Paris :  but  you  mistake  the 
name  of  the  jnoiher,  which  was  Walkinshaw,  not  Walsingham,  and 
who  has  a  sister  now  living,  that  was  Woman  of  the  Bedchamber  to 
the  late  Princess  of  wales.  The  family  of  Fitzjames  have  always  op- 
posed the  acknowledgment  of  the  daughter,  lest  on  her  father's  death 
they  should  be  obliged  to  maintain  her  in  a  greater  style  than  they 
wished. 

I  asked  you  a  question  in  my  last^  about  some  poems  lately  printed 
at  Florence :  1  know  now  tliat  I  did  guess  the  right  author .f 
'  I  know  no  news,  public  or  private.  We  have  had,  and  it  still  cod- 
tinuesi  a  most  dismal  summer;  not  only  wet»  but  so  cold,  that  for 
these  two  evenings  I  have  had  a  fire.  The  rage  of  air-balloons  still 
continues,  both  here  and  in  France.  The  Due  de  Chartresj:  made  a 
campaign  in  one,  that  did  not  redound  to  his  glory  more  than  his  for- 
mer one  by  sea.  As  he  has  miscarried  on  three  elements,  he  should 
try  if  he  could  purify  himself  by  the  fourth.  He  is  now  in  England 
for  the  third  time. 

I  have  been  writing  to  you  this  morning,  but  you  will  not  receive 
my  letter  immediately.  It  is  to  recommend  Lord  Mount-Edgcumbe's 
only  san,§  who  is  on  his  travels.  The  grandfather|j  was  my  father's 
most  intimate  friend,  and  the  late  LordlF  a  friend  of  mine ;  and  with  the 

f resent  I  have  been  much  acquainted  from  a  boy;  consequently, 
should  wish  you  to  be  kind  to  the  son,  even  if  you  were  not 
always  disposed  to  be  so.  But  I  have  been  so  unlucky  in  my  protegiif 
and  your  goodness  has  been  so  thrown  away  upon  them,  that  I  desire 
no  work  of  supererogation  on  my  account.  The  son  of  an  English 
peer,  whose  father  has  a  considerable  office,  is  entitled  to  attentions 
enough ;  but,  after  Mr.  Windham,  I  will  never  trust  any  man  with 
particular  credentials,  nor  will  expose  you  to  rudeness  by  beseech- 

*  Dr.  Gem,  an  English  physician  settled  at  Paris.  She  had  been  educated  in  a 
convent  in  Paris,  and  at  this  timeTesided  en  pension,  under  the  name  of  Lady  Char* 
lotte  Stuart.  The  Pretender  was  desirous^at  she  should  reside  with  him  in  f^o- 
rence,  where  he  purposed  ta  marry  her  to  some  Florentine  noble. 

t  Mr.  Walpole  was  misinformed ;  at  least,  it  is  not  certain  that  Mr.  Beckford 
had  any  hand  in  those  poems  which  were  written  in  concert  bv  the  persons  whose 
rnitialsare  prefixed.  **  M."  was  Captain  Merry,  who  had  been  m  the  Horse-guenh 
sold  out,  and  retired  to  Florence.  The  second  was  old  Alan  Ramsay,  the  painter  and 
author,  son  of , Alan  Ramsay,  the  Scotch  poet  The  son,  who  died  at  Dover  aboot 
this  time,  on  his  return  from  Italy,  whither  he  had  been  for  his  health,  brought  over 
some  copies  of  these  poems,  and  had  ordered,  or  intended,  a  copy  to  be  sent  to  Mr. 
Walpole,  who  from  his  family  probably  received  it  The  third  was  one  Buignon,  a 
Swiss  governor  to  Mr.  Dawkins. 

X  Afterwards  Duke  of  Orleans,  and  unhappily  distinguished  in  the  French  Revo- 
ktion  as  Philippe  Egalit^  He  was  the  father  of  the  present  King  of  the  French. 
On  the  15th  of  July  1784,  he  ascended  from  the  park  of  St.  Cloud  in  a  balloon  wi^ 
three  companions,  and  after  a  very  perilous  voyage  descended  safely. — ^Ed. 

{  George,  third  Lord  E>]gcumbe,  created  Viscount  Mount-Edgcumbe  by  Geor^ 
III.    He  was  an  Admiral,  and  Captain  of  the  band  of  Pensioners. 

II  Richard,  the  6r8t  baron  created  by  George  II.,  had  been  Chancelbr  of  the 
Puchy  of  Lancaster. 

IT  Richaid^  second  bwron,  was  Controller  of  the  Household  to  Geo.  II. 
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iog  you  to  fling  your  pearls  before  swine.  I  even  restrain  myself 
from  recommending  the  gentleman  who  travels  with  Mr.  EdgcumbOr 
though  I  think  him  a  sensible  prudent  young  man.  I  did  recommend 
him  to  Lord  Mount- Edgcumbe.  Hq  is  a  youngish  French  Protes- 
tant, of  a  very  good  gentleman's  family,  and  left  the  service  on,  I  be- 
lieve, an  affair  of  honour.  He  was  addressed  to  the  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond and  to  me,  by  the  Prince  de  BaufTremont  in  the  strongest  terms 
imaginable.  He  passed  three  years  in  this  country  in  a  manner  that 
fully  justified  his  character.  He  speaks  and  writes  English  well ;  his 
name  is  De  Soy  res.  It  was  not  in  my  power  to  serve  him  but  in  the 
manner  I  did ;  and  he  gives  great  satisfaction  in  his  present  situation. 
As  the  Mentor  is  so  much  a  gentleman,  I  hope  the  Telemachus 
will  give  you  no  trouble.  But,  were  it  Minerva  herself,  I  prefer 
your  peace ;  and  therefore  pray  lay  yourself  out  in  no  attentions  be- 
yond what  you  find  received  with  **  reciprocity."*  Your  nephew,  I 
hope,  is  not  leaving  you  yet;  in  him,  I  am  sure,  neither  you  nor  I 
shall  be  disappointed.    Adkeu  !f 

*  A  term  used  by  Lord  Shelbarne  on  the  peace  with  America,  and  mach  ridi* 
cjiled  at  that  time.. 

t  Sir  Horace  Mann  thus  writes  to  Walpole  at  thia  time :  **  I  hayd  Act  heard  any 
thfngr  mora  relating  to  the  daughter  of  Count  Albany  and  Mrs.  Walkinshaw ;  but 
it  in  said  in  bis  family  that  she  id  expected  here  [Florence]  soon,  and  that  the  delay 
is  owing  to  the  preparations  necesaary  to  equip  her  out  properly  to  appear  6r8t  at 
Paris,  and  then  here,  under  the  new  title  her  father  has  given  her  of  Duchess  d*Al- 
bany.  She  is  not  to  be  accompanied  by  her  mother,  who  would  disgrace  her,  but 
by  some  great  lady,  who  must  ask  that  honour  as  dtime  de  compagniet  as  the  dis- 
carded Countess  has,  who  is  a  ckanoinesse  and  sister  of  a  Prince  Maisan.  It  will 
require  time  to  settle  all  these  matters;  and,  after  all,  there  may  be  some  difficulty 
in  the  etiquette.  If  the  Count  has  not  erred  in  his  calculations,  the  family  of  Fitz- 
james  need  not  be  under  any  apprehension  of  their  cotuine  being  a  future  expense 
to  them,  for  the  Count  purposes  to  marry  her  here,  not  indeed  to  one  of  the  Arch- 
dukes, but  to  a  Florentine  nobleman;  and  to  leave  her  twelve  thousand  crowns  a 
year,— a  sum  which  would  tempt  any  of  them  more  than  the  tincture  of  royalty.  I 
know  the  little  book  which  was  lefl  at  your  house;  ii  was  composed  in  mjr  neigh- 
bourhood by  the  persons  indicated  by  the  initials  affixed  to  eaclv  performance,  Merry 
and  Ramsay.  The  first  was  known  in  England  by  the  name  of  Captaiuv^as  he  was 
then  in  the  Horse-guards,  but  has  since  sold  out,  and  has  resided  here  some  years. 
Ramsa^*s  name  is  well  known  to  yoUi  both  by  his  pen  and  pencil :  he  was  in  a 
decrepit  state  here,  and  died  lately  at  Dover,  on  his  way  to  London  to  meet  Gene- 
ral Campbell,  who  married  his  daughter,  on  their  retnrn  from  Jamaica.  The  third 
is  a  Swiss  governor  of  a  Mr.  Dawkinsi  named  Bnignon.  Mr.  Ramsay  promised  me 
to  cut  out  the  last  performance  from  all  the  copies  he  proposed  to  send  to  England, 
to  be  distributed  by  his  sister  as  a  tribute  to  his  learned  friends  or  patrons.  I  for- 
merly knew  Lord  Mount-Edgcumbe,  and  shall  be  glad  to  see  his  son.  You  inter- 
preted what  I  wrote  of  Mr.  Windham  too  severely.  I  was  only  offended  at  the  vio- 
lence of  his  political  sentiments,  and  the  great  indiscretion  with  which  he  spoke  of 
the  King,  and  all  those  whom  I  was  obliged  to  respect."— F^Oln  an  unpvhlished' 
LeWer.— Ed. 
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LETTER  CCCCXXV. 

Strawberry  Hill,  Aug.  25, 1784. 

I  THoiTOHT  I  had  done  corresponding  with  you  about  Cavalier 
Mozzi ;  but  here  is  a  letter  which  you  must  deli  ver  to  him.  Good  Mr. 
Duane  came  to  me  two  days  ago,  and  insisted  on  my  sending  it  He 
protests  that  he  declared  at  fkst  to  Mr.  Sharpe  that  he  would  accept 
no  reward  for  his  trouble ;  that  he  undertook  it  to  oblige  Mr.  Moricc, 
and  says  he  has  had  little  trouble  :  and,  though  I  thought  it  decent  to 
press  him  to  accept  the  draft,  he  would  not  hear  of  it ;  and  it  is  here 
inclosed.  I  own  I  am  charmed  with  his  handsome  behaviour;  it  con- 
firms the  character  I  gave  of  him  when  I  recommended  him  to  Cava- 
lier Mozzi,  and,  I  think,  ought  to  convince  the  latter  that  Mr.  Duaoe 
was  clear  in  the  judgment  he  pronounced.  Still,  I  must  regret  that  my 
Lord  was  advised  to  make  the  claim,  and  shall  never  be  persuaded 
but  that  Lucas  had  multiplied  document^ that  it  was  impossible  to 
fathom  without  a  waste  of  years;  but  which,  if  they  could  havebeea 
probed  to  the  bottom,  wouM  not  have  stood  the  test.  All  the  comfort 
that  remains  is,  that  the  duration  of  a  law-suit  would  probably  have 
cost  as  much  to  Mozzi  as  he  has  now  lost. 

The  Parliament  is  risen  ;  and,  having  lasted  so  late  in  the  year,  is 
not  likely  to  meet  again  till  after  Christmas.  Consequently,  no  events 
are  to  be  expecte(),.  unless  the  scene  should  grow  very  serious  in  Ire- 
land»  as  it  threatens;  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  our  American  experi- 
ence has  taught  us  discretion. 

I  interest  myself  little  in  novekies,  but  I  own  I  have  some  remains 
of  curiosity  from  ancient  impressions.  Pray  send  me  the  sequel  of  the 
Count  Albany  and  Lady  Charlotte  Fitzcharles^  his  daughter,  th^new 
Duchess.*     I  shall  like  to  know,  too,  whether  the  Cardinal  assumes 

*  In*  letter  to  Walpole,  dated  Florence,  September  18th,  Sir  Horace  Mann  gay* 
**The  affair  relating-  to  Count  Albany  and  bid  natural  daughter  is  drawinjr  to  a  ooQ- 
elusion.  Lady  Charlotte  Smart  (not  Fiiz-Charles,)  to  which  her  father  has  on  this 
occasion  added  the  title  of  Duchess  of  Albany,  is  supposed  to  be  on  the  road  hither, 
attended  by  two  ladies  and  two  gentlemen,  and  is  expected  in  the  beginning  of 
next  month.  The  Count  is  very  bu^•y  in  furnishing  his  house  with  all  the  vSifA- 
bles  that  he  has  lately  received  from  Rome  that  his  father  leA,  which  are  nilme^ 
ous  ajid  costly ;  besides  these,  he  has  received  a  larg«  quantity  of  plate,  and  hifl 
share  of  his  mother's  jewels,  exc(*pt  the  great  ruby,  and  one  lesser,  whieb  were 
pawn/ed  by  the  republic  of  Poland  for  a  very  large  sum  to  his  grandfather  Sobieski, 
with  a  power,  it  is  said,  of  redeeming  them  in  the  space  of  a  hundred  years,  which 
are  nearly  elapsed.  These,  therefore,  the  Cardinal  would  not  trust  to  his  brother, 
being  persuaded  that,  if  he  could  find  a  purchaser,  he  would  sell  them,  or  even  part 
with  them  for  a  large  rente  viagere,  to  an  Empress  of  Russia  or  some  other  Court  ^ 
but  it  is  not  probable  that  he  will  ever  have  the  disposal  of  them*  and  that,  when 
they  fall  to  the  Cardinal,  he  will  rather  give  them  to  the  Madonna  di  Loretto  thin 
to  his  niece,  with  whose  adoption  he  is  not  pleased,  nor  was  consulted  about  it. 
Nobody  can  foresee  what  the  Cardinal  will  do  with  his  crown  after  bis  brother's 
death.  The  Pope  cannot  permit  him  to  wear  it,  as  be  never  acknowledged  or  per- 
mitted the  elder  brother  to  assume  it.    You  may  remember  the  struggle  whick  I 
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the  royal  title  when  his  brother  dies.  I  recollect  but  two  King  Car- 
dinalsy  Henry  of  Portugal  and  the  Cardinal  of  Bourbon,  whonn  the 
Ijoague  called  Charles  the  Tenth,  but  who  attained  the  crown  no  more 
than  the  Cardinal  of  York- will  do.  If  the  Count  himself  has  any  feeU 
iog  lefty  he  must  rejoice  to  hear  that  the  decendants  of  many  of  his 
martyr»  are  to  be  restored  to  their  forfeited  estates  in  Scotland,  by  an 
Act  just  pa^sed.^ 

As  this  was  meant  but  for  a  cover  to  the  inclosed,  I  will  not  pique 
myself  on  making  it  longer,  when  I  have  no  more  materials.  In  good 
truth,  I  may  allow  myself  a  brief  epistle  now  and  then.  I  have  been 
counting  bow  many  letters  I  have  written  to  you  since  I  landed  in 
England  in  1741  ^  they  amount — astonishing  1 — to  above  eight  hun- 
dred ;  and  we  have  not  met  in  three  and  forty  years !  A  correspon- 
dence of  near  half  a  century  is,  I  suppose,  not  to  be  parallelled  in  the 
annals  of  the  post-office^ 


LETTER  CCCCXXVL 

Strawberry  Hill,  Sept.  8Q,  1784. 
I  DO  not  recollect  having  ever  been  so  totally  at  a  stand  for  want  of 
matter  since  our  correspondence  began.  The  Duchess  of  Gloucester, 
in  her  last  to  me,  told  me  that  my  letters  contain  nothing  but  excuses 
for  having  nothing  to  say;  so, you  see,  my  silence  is  not  particular  to 
yoa.  I  can  only  appeal  to  my  usual  vouchers,  the  newspapers,  who 
lei  no  event  escape  them ;  and  I  defy  you  to  produce  one  they  have 
told  you  that  was  worth  knowing.  1  cannot  fill  my  paper,  as  they 
do,  with  air-batlooDs ;  which,  though  ranked  with  the  invention  of 

tiien  had  with  the  Marquis  D'Aubterre,  the  French  Ambassador  at  Rome,  which 
he  never  forgave,  and  some  years  after  expressed  himself  to  the  Marquis  de  Barban* 
tane,  who  questioned  him  about  it.  In  these  words :  *  Ha  !  Monsieur  le  Marquis,  je 
croyais  fairc  le  pips  beau  coup  possible,  inais  je  ne  fis  qo'un  pas  de  clerc  Ce  dia- 
ble  de  M.  Mann  m*avait  proven u,  et  i;&ta  mon  projet  ;*  which  was  to  take  the  Pope 
by  surprise.  But,  in  my  letters  to  old  Cardinal  Albani,  which  were  read  in  tbo 
UDOsistory  held  on  that  subject,  I  asserted  that  the  French  Ambassador  could  not 
have  received  orders  from  iiis  Court,  whose  encragements  with  that  of  England  had 
made  it  inconsistent  with  its  honour  to  insist  upon  it ;  that  the  Ambas^dor  had 
laid  a  snare  for  the  Pope,  which  he  might  avoid  by  only  waiting  for  an  answer  from 
Paris,  which  I  was  very  sure  would  bring  a  disavowal  of  the  Ambassador*6  conduct. 
That  encouraged  the  Pope  to  tell  him,  that,  if  his  master  would  be  the  first,  he 
woold  be  tbs  second,  to  acknowledge  him  under  the  titles  he  contended  for.  The 
answer  from  France  was  such  as  I  foretold ;  and  General  Conway,  who  was  then 
Secretary  of  State,  conveyed  to  me  the  King's  approbation  of  what  I  had  done. 
From  all  this  I  conclude  that  no  future  Pope  will  permit  the  Cardinal  York  to  instal 
himself  King  of  Engl&nd.**-- (fVom  an  unpubli$ked  Letter  of  Sir  Horace  Mann, 
—Ed.) 

*  The  bill  for  restoring  the  estates  forfeited  in  1745  was  introduced  to  Parlia- 
ment  by  Mr.  Dundas,  anil  passed  with  little  difficulty;  it  omitted  from  iia  provinoos 
y  forfeited  uoder  similar  circvrastances  in  1715.^Eii. 
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oavigatioD,  appear  to  me  a9  childish  as  the  flying  kites  of  schoolboys. 
I  have  not.  stirred  a  step  to  see  one ;  consequeAtly,  have  not  paid  a 
guinea  for  gazing  at  one*  which  I  might  have  seen  by  only  looking 
up  into  the  air.  An  Italian,  one  Lunardi,  is  the  first  airgonaut  that 
has  mounted  into  the  clouds  in  this  country.*  So  far  from  respecting 
him  as  a  Jason,  I  was  very  angry  with  him :  he  had  full  right  to. venture 
his  own  neck,  but  none  to  risk  the  poor  cat,  who,  not  having  proved 
a  martyr,  is  at  least  better  entitled  to  be  a  confessor  than  her  master 
Deedalus.  I  was  even  disappointed  after  his  expedition  had  been 
prosperous;  you  must  know,  I  have  no  ideas  of  space:  when  I  heard 
how  wonderfully  he  had  soared,  I  concluded  he  had  arrived  within 
a  stone's  throw  of  the  moon — alas !  he  had  not  ascended  above  a 
mile  and  a-half — so  pitiful  an  ascension  degraded  him  totally  in  my 
conceit.  As  there  are  mountains  twice  as  high,  what  signifies  flying, 
if  you  do  not  rise  above  the  top  of  the  earth  %  any  one  on  foot  may 
walk  higher  than  this  man-eagle !  Well !  now  you  know  all  that  I 
know — and  was  it  worth  telling? 

There  does  seem  to  be  a  storm  still  brewing  in  Ireland,  though  a 
favourable  turn  has  happened.  The  people  of  property  have  found 
out  there  is  no  joke  in  putting  votes  into  the  hands  of  the  Catholics.f 
They  were  Irish  heads  that  did  not  make  that  discovery  a  little  sooner. 
Can  there  be  a  greater  absurdity  than  Papists  voting  for  Members  of 
Parliament  ?  It  will  be  well  for  those  who  invited  &em  to  that  parti- 
cipation,  if  they  can  satisfy  them  without  granting  it  I  How  oiten  I 
reflect  on  my  father's  Quieta  nan  movere  I  It  seems  to  me,  from  all  I 
have  seen  of  late  years,  to  be  the  soundest  maxim  in  politics  ever  pnh 
nounced.  Think  of  a  reformation  of  Parliament  by  admitting  Roman 
Catholics  to  vote  at  elections  !  and  that  that  preposterous  idea  shouU 
have  been  adopted  by  Presbyterians  i  That  it  was  sanctified  bj  a 
Protestant  Bishop;];  is  not  strange  ;  he  would  call  M ussulmen  to  poll, 
were  there  any  within  the  diocess  of  Derry. 

Your  Lord  Paramount  seems  to  be  taking  large  strides  towards 
Holland  ;%  but  of  that  you  probably  know  more  than  I  do, — at  leas^ 
you  cannot  know  less.  The  old  gentlewomen  in  my  neighbourhood, 
the  only  company  I  have,  study  no  niap  but  that  of  Tendre  in  Clelia; 
but  they  relate  the  adventures  of  that  country  in  a  different  style  from 
Mademoiselle  -Scudery  ;||  they  put  as  many  couple  together,  but  not 
quite  with  such  honourable  intentions  as  she  did.  In  short,  yoa  maj 
perceive  that  I  can  send  you  no  intelligence  but  folly  and  Ues  from 

^  This  aerial  voyage  was  performed  in  London,  September  15th,  1784,  by  Via* 
cent  Lunardi,  whoa  scended  from  the  Artillery-Ground,  taking  with  him  adqgt^ 
cat,  and  a  pigeon ;  he  descended  in  a  meadow  near  Ware,  in  Hertfordshire.-'BD. 

t  The  admission  of  Romanists  to  the  elective  franchise  in  Ireland  gave  great  dia- 
satisfiiction  to  the  Protestants  of  the  middle  and  lower  class,  who  bad  prevkMnly 
the  preference  as  tenants  on  account  of  their  exclusive  right  of  voting.— Ed. 

I  Dr.  Frederic  Ilervey,  Earl  of  Bristol  and  Bishop  of  Derry^ 

}  The  Emperor  Joseph  II.  quarrelled  with  the  Dutch  for  the  navigation  of  the 
Scheldt 

II  A  writer  of  French  romances  in  the  17th  century,  remarkable  chiefly  ws  toe 
extravagant  length  and  exaggerated  style  of  her  productions.— £o. 
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newspapers,  or  scandal  from  beldams ;  I  do  not  listen  to  the  latter,  nor 
mind  the  former.  I  pay  jou  my  monthly  quit-rent,  though  in  truth  it 
is  not  worth  a  pepper-corn. 

Sir  William  Hamilton,  just  before  he  set  out,  gave  me  a  small  print- 
ed account  of  the  Reale  Galltria  di  Firenze  accresciuia,  <9Cc.  By  it  I 
Circeive^  that,  though  the  Great-Duke  has  dispersed  the  group  of  the 
iobe  like  our  riot-act,  and  left  them  staring  in  strange  attitudes  like 
the  mob  on  such  an  occasion,  he  has  assembled  all  the  outlying  parts 
of  the  Medicean  collection,*^  and  made  great  purchases  himself  and 
new-arranged  the  whole.  This  is  praiseworthy,  but  seems  a  little  con- 
tradicted by  selling  so  much  of  the  Guarda-rcha ;  not  that  /  blame 
him  I  am  sure,  who,  thanks  to  you,  have  profited  by  it.  The  little 
book  promises  an  ampler  account.  Should  such  appear,  I  should  be 
glad  to  hare  it,  on  strict  condition  of  paying  for  it ;  otherwise,  you 
know  you  exclude  me  from  troubling  you  with  any  commission :  my 
house  is  full  of  your  spoils  already,  and  by  your  munificence  is  a  (7a/- 
hria  Reak  itself. 

I  shall  now  be  expecting  your  nephew  soon,  and,  I  trust,  with  a 
perfectly  good  account  of  you.  The  next  time  he  visits  you,  I  may  be 
able  to  send  vou  a  description  of  my  Galleria, — I  have  long  been  pre- 
paring it,  and  it  is  almost  finished, — ^with  some  prints,  which,  however, 
I  doubt,  will  convey  no  very  adequate  idea  of  it.  In  the  first  place, 
diej  are  but  moderately  executed  :  I  could  not  aflTord  to  pay  our  prin- 
cipal engravers,  whose  prices  are  equal  to,  nay,  far  above,  those  oi  for- 
mer capital  painters.  In  the  next,  as  there  is  a  solemnity  in  the  house,* 
of  which  the  cuts  will  g^ve  you  an  idea,  they  cannot  add  the  gay  va- 
ne^ of  the  scene  without,  which  is  very  different  from  every  siae,  and 
almost  from  every  chamber,  and  makes  a  most  agreeable  contrast ;  the 
house  being  placed  almost  in  an  elbow  of  the  Thames,  which  surrounds 
half,  and  consequently  beautifies  three  of  the  aspects.  Then  my  little 
hill,  and  diminutive  enough  it  is,  gases  up  to  royal  Richmond ;  and 
TVickenham  on  the  left,  and  Kingstonwick  on  the  right,  are  seen 
acroBS  bends  of  the  river,  which  on  each  hand  appears  like  a  Lillipu- 
tian seaport.  Swans,  cows,  sheep,  coaches,  post-chaises,  carts,  horse- 
men, and  foot-passengers,  are  continually  in  view.  The  fourth  scene 
is  a  large  common-field,  a  constant  prospect  of  harvest  and  its  stages, 
traversed  under  my  windows  by  the  great  road  to  Hampton  Court ;  in 
short,  an  animated  view  of  the  country.  These  moving  pictures  com- 
pensate the  conventual  gloom  of  the  inside ;  which,  however,  when 
the  sun  shines,  is  gorgeous,  as  he  appears  all  crimson  and  gold  and 
anure  through  the  painted  rlass.  kow,  to  be  quite  fair,  you  must 
turn  the  perspective,  and  look  at  this  vision  through  the  diminishing 
end  of  the  telescope ;  for  nothing  is  so  small  as  the  whole,  and  even 
Mount  Richmond  would  not  reach  up  to  Fiesole's  shoe-buckle.  If 
your  nephew  is  still  with  you,  he  will  confirm  the  truth  of  all  the  pomp, 
and  all  the  humility,  of  my  description.     I  grieve  that  you  would  ne- 

*  Particalarly  from  the  Villa  Medici  at  Rome. 
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ver  come  and  cast  an  eye  on  it ! — But  are  even  our  yisions  pure  from 
alloy  ?  Does  not  some  drawback  always  han^  orer  them  ?  and,  being 
yisions,  how  rapidly  must  not  they  fleet  away  r  Yes,  yes ;  our  Smiles 
and  our  tears  are  almost  as  transient  as  the  lustre  of  the  morning'  and 
the  shadows  of  the  evening,  and  almost  as  frequently  interchanged. 
Our  passions  form  airy  balloons— we  know  not  now  to  diret^  them ; 
and  the  very  inflammable  matter  that  transports  them,  often  makes  the 
bubble  burst.    Adieu ! 


LETTER  CCCCXXVn. 

Strawberry  Hill,  No?.  1, 1784. 

You  are  one  of  the  last  men  in  the  world  to  be  comforted  by  a  lega* 
cy  for  the  loss  of  a  friend  ;  nor  can  one  see  it  in  any  agreeable  U^^ 
but  as  a  testimony  of  real  affection.  An  old  friend  is  a  double  loss 
when  one's  self  is  not  young.  However,  it  is  the  frequent  untying  of 
such  strings  that  accustoms  one  to  onid's  own  departure.  The  patri- 
archs might  preserve  a  relish  for  life,  even  when  fiye  hundred  yean 
old ;  because  their  children,  grandchildren,  and  great  grandchildreoi 
were  all  upon  as  lasting  an  establishment ;  and,  I  suppose,  the  affec- 
tions of  the  ancestry  were  as  vivacious  as  themselves.  But,  in  the 
post-diluyian  system,  long-liyed  parents  are  often  more  unfortunate 
than  we  old  bachelors,  and  survive  their  children.  For  my  part,  who 
haye  outlived  some  friends  and  most  of  my  contemporaries,  I  am  at* 
tached  to  being  but  by  few  threads.  I  see  little  difference  betweoi 
living  in  Otaheite,  and  with  new  generations.  Small  advantage  has 
one  in  the  latter  intercourse,  but  in  not  haying  an  unknown  language 
to  learn ;  nay,  one  has  part  of  a  new  tongue  to  practise  when  there  is 
a  distance  of  fifty  years  between  the  two  vocabularies.  My  dear  old 
friend,  Madame  du  Deffand,  often  said,  she  did  not  understand  modeni 
French.  Swift  was  out  of  humour  with  many  words  coined  in  his  own 
time ; — a  common  foible  with  elderly  men,  who  seem  to  think  that 
eyery  thing  was  in  perfection  when  they  entered  the  world,  and  could 
not  be  altered  but  for  the  worse. 

Thank  you  for  the  account  of  the  arrival  of  the  Duchess  of  Albany. 
It  is  one  of  the  last  chapters  of  the  House  of  Stuart ;  whose  histoiy — 
tarry  but  a  little — may  be  written,  like  that  of  the  Medici*  The  epi- 
sode of  the  Princess  of  Stolberg^  is  more  proper  for  an  Atalantis.t 

*  The  Pretender's  wife,  daughter  of  the  Prince  of  Stolbergf,  and  great-gnuid- 
daugbter  of  the  outlawed  Earl  of  Aileebury,  who  died  at  Brussels.  The  Cooatssi 
of  Albany  was  separated  from  her  husband  on  accouql  of  bis  ill-usage,  and  was 
6Dppo9cd  to  like  Count  Alfieri  (the  poet,)  a  Piedmontese  gentleman,  who  bad  been 
in  England,  where  he  fought  a  duel  with  the  second  Loi^  Ligonier,  on  baring  an 
intrigue  with  his  wife,  who  was  daughter  of  Lord  Rivers,  and  who  was  soon  after 
divorced. 

t  Iq  a  letter  to  Walpole,  dated  Florence,  October  8th,  Sir  Horace  Mann  bad  told 
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Such  aDecdotesy  however,  come  within  my  compass,  who  live  too  much 
out  of  the  world  to  know  what  bigger  monardis  are  doing.  News- 
papers tell  me  your  Lord  Paramount  is  going  to  annihilate  that  ficti- 
tious state,  Holland.  I  shall  not  be  surprised  if  he,  France,  and 
Prussia^  divide  it,  like  Poland,  in  order  to  settle  the  Republic !  per- 
haps, may  create  a  kingdom  for  the  Prince  of  Orange  out  of  the  Hague 
and  five  miles  round. 

Your  nephew,  though  arrived,  I  have  not  yet  seen ;  he  is  in  Kent 
with  his  daughtOTs.  The  new  Signora  Mozzi  1  should  think  not  en- 
chanted with  her  husband's  passing  eldest  on  the  wedding-night.  She 
will  take  care  not  to  choose  a  philosopher  for  her  second.  ^ 

This  scrap,  which  in  reality  is  but  a  reply  to  some  paragraphs  in 
years,  gives  itself  the  denomination  of  a  letter,  to  keep  up  the  decorum 
of  regularity,  which  idle  veterans  have  no  excuse  for  neglecting,  and 
often  practise  mechanically.  1  began  it  last  night,  '^  because  I  had 
nothing  else  to  do,  and  quitted  it  because  I  had  nothing  more  to  say ;" 
which  was  the  whole  of  a  letter  from  a  French  lady  to  her  husband, 
and  in  which  there  was  humour,  as  she  was  more  indifierent  to  him 

him  that  "  The  arrival  of  Lady  Charlotte  Stuart,  Duchess  of  Albany,  has  occa- 
aioned  some  little  bustle  in  the  town.  A  French  lady,  who  for  thirty  years  had 
been  totally  neglected,  but  on  a  sudden  transformed  into  a  Duchess,  was  an  object 
that  excited  the  curiosity  of  both  sexes^the  men,  to  see  her  figure ;  the  ladies, 
scrupulously  to  examine  that,  and  the  new  modes  she  has  brought  from  Paris : 
the  result  of  all  which  is,  that  she  is  allowed  to  be  a  good  6gure,  tall  and  well- 
made,  but  that  the  features  of  her  face  resemble  too  much  those  of  her  father  to  be 
handsome.  She  is  gay,  lively,  and  very  affable,  and  has  the  behaviour  of  a  well- 
bred  Frenchwoman,  without  assuming  the  least  distinction  among  our  ladies  on 
account  of  her  new  dignity.  They  flock  to  her  door  to  leave  their  cards,  which 
she  is  to  return ;  though  the  Countess,  her  step-mother,  did  not,  and  therefore,  or 
perhaps  for  another  reason,  lived  alone  with  Count  Ai fieri,  who,  as  a  writer  of  tra- 
gedies, formed  the  plot  of  her  elopement,  on  which  the  acknowledgment  of  this 
natural  daughter,  all  tl)e  honours  she  has  received,  and  the  future  advantage  she 
will  have  by  being  heiress  to  all  her  father  can  leave  her,  depend.  Perhaps  nei- 
ther the  Countess  nor  her  lover  foresaw  all  this,  and  it  is  very  probable  that  she 
will  repent  of  it,  and  consequently  detest  her  adviser.  The  Countess  renounced 
every  thing  to  obtain  her  liberty,  gave  up  her  pin-money,  which  was  3000  crowns 
a  year,  and  could  not  obtain  any  thing  for  a  separate  maintenance;  so  that  she 
does  not  receive  a  shilling  from  the  Stuart  family,  and  is  only  to  enjoy  a  jointure  of 
OUOO  crowns  after  her  husband's  death — a  poor  equivalent  for  what  she  has  lost. 
However,  she  obtained  a  pension  from  the  Court  of  France  soon  after  her  separa- 
tion, where  her  complaints  were  listened  to  with  compassion,  and  20,000  petits 
/cus^  which  she  now  lives  upon.  The  new  Duchess  has  appeared  at  the  theatres, 
which  were  crowded  on  her  account,  with  all  her  father's  jewels,  which  are  very 
fine.  He  asked  leave  of  the  Duke  to  put  a  baldachino  or  dais  over  her  boxes  in 
each  theatre,  and  a  velvet  carpet  to  hang  before  it,  which  was  refused ;  but  had 
permission  to  line  the  boxes  as  he  pleased.  That  in  the  great  theatre  is  hung  with 
crimson  damask :  the  cushion  is  velvet,  with  gold  lace.  In  the  other  theatre,  it  is 
yellow  damask.  The  Count  is  much  pleased  with  this  distinction.  The  Duchess 
brought  with  her,  as  a  dame  de  campagnist  a  Frenchwoman,  who  married  an  Irish 
officer  named  O'Donnel:  and  an  fcuyer  named  Nairn,  a  Scotchman,  whom  they 
call  my  Lord.  We  have  heard  that  the  King  of  France  has  legitimated  her  so  far 
as  to  inherit  what  her  father  possesses  in  France.''— JFVom  an  unpublished  Letter. 
— Ed. 
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Aan  I  am  to  jou.  Now  I  do  resume  it,  I  find  it  not  so  convenient; 
for  my  hand  snakes,  beinj^  very  nervous  in  a  morning.  It  might  shake 
for  another  reason,  which  I  should  not  disguise  if  the  true  one ;  for 
nothing  is  so  foolish  as  concealing  one's  age,  since  one  cannot  deceive 
the  only  person  who  can  care  whether  one  is  a  year  or  two  older  or 
youngerr— one's  self.  That  secrecy  convinces  me,  amongst  other  rea« 
sons,  that  nothing  is  falser  tha»  the  common  maxim,  that  no  one  knows 
himself.  Whom  the  deuce  sKbuld  one  know,  if  not  the  person  one 
sees  the  oftenest  and  observes  the  most,  and  who  has  not  a  thourkt 
but  one  knows  ?  Elderly  women,  who  repair  their  faces,  prove  tney 
discover  the  decay ;  and  yet  flatter  themselves  that  others  will  not  dis- 
cover the  alteration  which  even  repairs  make.  I  should  think  that  a 
daily  looking-glass  and  conscience  would  leave  neither  women  nor  men 
ignorant  of  themselves.  We  are  silly  animals  !  even  oiir  wisdom  bot 
consists  in  remarks  on  the  follies  of  others,  if  not  on  our  own ;  and,  as 
we  are  of  the  same  species,  we  are  sure  of  not  being  exempt :  for 
myself,  I  am  clear  that  I  was  bom,  and  shall  die,  with  no  exclusire 
patent! 


LETTER  CCCCXXVm. 

Berkeley  Square,  Nov.  8, 1784. 

As  I  wrote  to  you  but  a  week  ago,  don't  imagine  from  another  so   , 
soon  that  I  have  any  thing  fresh  to  tell  you.     On  the  contrary,  I  onlf   I 
write  to  answer  a  letter  of  very  antique  date  from  you,  which  I  re- 
ceived from  your  nephew  yesterday,  with  the  parcel  of  mine.     I  ques- 
tioned him  strictly,  as  usual ;  and  his  account  of  you  is  very  good.   He    { 
says,  you  are  sometimes  languid  in  a  morning ;  but  was  not  you  so  io   ; 
the  century  when  we  were  together  ?     If  he  described  me  as  justlj  to 
you,  you  must  think  me  the  Old  Man  of  the  Mountain*     But  what 
signify  languors  or  wrinkles,  if  one  does  not  suflfer  pain,  nor  has  a 
mind  that  wishes  to  be  younger  than  its  body  ?  that  is,  if  one  is  nei- 
ther miserable  nor  ridiculous,  it  is  no  matter  what  the  register  says. 
Your  nephew  seems  much  benefited  by  his  journey ;  and  I  encourage 
him  to  renew  them  frequently,  for  both  your  sakes* 

You  tell  me — but  it  was  on  the  11th  of  September  when  you  told 
me  so — that  Cavalier  Mozzi  had  not  received  the  general  acquittance 
from  Mr.  Hoare.  If  still  not  received,  he  should  write  to  Mr.  Hoare 
or  Sharpe.     I  have  taken  my  leave,  and  cannot  recommence. 

You  surprise  me  with  the  notice  that  old  Ramsay  had  a  hand  in  that 
trumpery.*  I  do  not  mean  that  I  wonder  at  his  being  a  bad  poet— I 
did  not  know  he  was  one  at  all,  though  a  very  good  scribbler ;  but  an 
old  dotard  !  to  be  sporting  and  playing  at  leap-frog  with  brats. 

I  came  to  town  yesterday  to  bsspeak  some  winter  clothes,  and  hear 

*  The  Arno  Miscellany. 
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that  the  Emperor  has  marched  three-score  thousand  men  towards  Hol- 
land. We  shall  now  feel  a  fresh  consequence  of  the  blessed  Ameri- 
can war !  It  begot  the  late  war  with  Holland ;  the  remaining  animo* 
sity  of  which,  and  our  present  impotence,  will  prevent  us  from  defend- 
ing the  Dutch :  and  tnence,  when  Austria,  as  well  as  France,  are 
Sown  great  nAaritirae  powers,  we  shall  be  a  jingle  one^  and  probably 
e  weakest  of  the  three  f  But  as  I  never  meddle  with  the  book  of 
futurity,  and  its  conmientators—- guesses,  I  leave  that  matter  to  younger 
readers. 

Ireland,  as  far  as  mj  spare  intelligence  extends,  is  a  little  come  to 
its  senses.*  Landed  property,  though  no  genius,  has  discovered  that 
Popery,  if  admitted  to  a  community  of  votes,  would  be  apt  to  inquire 
into  the  old  titles  of  estates ;  and  to  remember,  that  prescription  never 
holds  against  any  Church-militant,  especially  not  against  the  Church 
of  Rome.  You  know  I  have  ever  been  averse  to  toleration  of  an  in- 
tolerant religion.  I  have  frequently  talked  myself  hoarse  with  many 
of  my  best  friends,  on  the  impossibility  of  satisfying  Irish  Catholics 
without  restoring  their  estates.  It  was  particularly  silly  to  revive  the 
subject  in  this  age,  when  Popery  was  so  rapidly  declining.  The  world 
had  the  felicity  to  see  that  rashion  passing  away — for  modes  of  reli- 
fnon  are  but  graver  fashions ;  nor  will  any  thing  but  contradiction  keep 
lashion  up.  Its  inconvenience  is  discovered,  if  let  alone ;  or,  as  wo- 
m^n  say  of  their  gowns,  it  is  cut  and  turned^  or  variety  is  sought ;  and 
some  mantua-maker  or  priest,  that  wants  business,  invents  a  new  mode, 
which  takes  the  faster,  the  more  it  inverts  its  predecessor.  I  shall  not 
wonder  if  Csesar,  after  ravaging,  or  dividing,  or  seizing  half  Europe, 
should  grow  devout,  and  give  it  some  novel  religion  of  his  own  manu- 
facture. 

I  have  had  as  many  disputes  on  the  Reformation  of  Parliament.  I 
do  not  love  removing  land-marks.  Whether  it  is  the  leaven  of  which 
my  pap  was  made,  or  whether  my  father's  Quieta  non  movere  is  irra- 
dicable,  experiments  are  not  to  my  taste ;  but  I  find  I  am  talking 
<' about  it  and  about  it,"  because  I  really  have  nothing  to  tell  you,  and 
know  nothing.  I  do  worse  than  live  out  of  the  world,  for  I  live  with 
the  old  women  of  my  neighbourhood.  I  read  little,  not  bestowing  my 
eyes  without  an  object  In  short,  I  am  perfectly  idle ;  and  such  a 
glutton  of  my  tranquillity,  that  I  had  rather  do  nothing  than  discompose 
it.  I  would  go  out  quietly  ;  and,  as  one  is  sure  of  being  forgotten  the 
moment  one  is  gone,  it  is  as  well  to  anticipate  oblivion. 

*  The  concessions  to  the  Romanists  were  rejected,  but  were  soon  after  given 
with  large  additions. — Ed. 
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LETTER  CCCCXXEX. 

Berkeley  Square,  Dec.  2, 1784. 

You  must  not  be  surprised  at  a  little  inertness  in  my  correspondence, 
though  not  yet  trespassing  on  my  regularity,  when  you  consider  the 
season  of  the  year,  the  tranquillity  of  the  times,  and  my  age,  which 
confines  itself  to  a  few  elderly  folk,  as  retired  from  the  world  as  my- 
self. Though  the  depth  of  winter,  I  am  not  yet  settled  in  town; 
though  I  now  and  then  lie  here  for  a  night  or  two,  to  diyersifj  the 
scene,  and  not  to  live  totally  in  the  country,  the  air  of  which  does  not 
agree  with  me  so  well  as  that  of  London,  purified  by  a  million  of  fires. 

I  can  tell  you  nothing  but  what  the  Gazette  has  anticipated — two  or 
three  promotions,  and  the  creation  of  two  Marquises  ;*  meagre  articles 
after  three  wars,  and  as  many  revolutions  of  Administrations  I  This 
enormous  capital,  that  must  have  some  occupation,  is  most  innocently 
amused  with  those  philosophic  play- things,  air-balloons.  But,  as  half 
a  million  of  people  that  impassiop  themselves  for  any  object  are  always 
more  childish  than  children,  the  good  souls  of  London  are  much  fonder 
of  the  airgonatUe  than  of  the  toys  themselves.  Lunardi,  the  Neapo- 
litan Secretary,  is  said  to  have  bought  three  or  four  thousand-  pounds 
in  the  stocks,  by  exhibiting  his  person,  his  balloon,  and  his  dog  and 
cat,  at  the  Pantheon,  for  a  shilling  each  visiter.  Blanchard,  a  French- 
man, is  his  rival ;  and  I  expect  that  they  will  soon  have  an  air-figfat 
in  the  clouds,  like  a  stork  and  a  kite. 

I  do  not  know  half  so  much  of  the  war  between  the  Austrian  Eagle 
and  the  Frogs,  though  they  say  it  grows  very  serious.  The  latter  be- 
gan the  attack  by  a  deluge  :t  but  that  war  is  like  a  theatric  tragedy, 
the  principal  actors  seldom  appear  in  the  first  scenes;  the  second  may 
be  opened  by  France  and  Prussia. 

There  has  been  another  Fitzroyal  matchj  in  my  family.  Lord 
Eu8ton§  has  married  my  niece,  Lady  Maria  Waldegrave,  the  Duch- 
ess of  Gloucester's  daughter.  The  bride  has  every  possible  merit 
— merit  put  to  the  test  by  that  wretch  Lord  Egremont;||  and  on  him 
she  is  thus  nobly  revenged.  Lord  Euston  has  behaved  with  as  much 
honour  as  the  other  wanted. 

Dec.  5th. 

As  your  Court  is  so  linked  with  Vienna,  I  suppose  it  looks  stead- 
fastly towards  the  Scheld  ;  though  perhaps  as  much  in  the  dark  as  the 
village  of  Twickenham,  whither  1  am  returned.    Your  Holy  neighbour, 

*  Earl  Temple,  made  Marquis  of  Rockingham ;  and  the  Earl  of  Sbelbume,  Mar- 
quis of  Lansdowne. 

t  By  opening  the  dykes. 

\  Between  Mr.  Fitzroy,  eldest  son  of  Lord  Southampton,  and  Miss  Laura  Kep- 
pel. 

(  Eldest  son  of  Augustus  Henry,  Duke  of  Grafton. 

II  Who  bad  been  engaged  to  her. 
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00  doubt,  rejoices  that^  Hugaenot  commerce  is  tboHght  a  preferable 
morsel  to  the  temporalities  of  ihe  Church,  which  I  suspcQt  to  have  been 
a  weighty  ingredient  in  Caesar's  late  reformation,*  as  tbey  were  in 
Luther's.  Nor  will  he  squander  them,  as  Henry  the  Eighth  did  on 
his  courtiers.  Modern  conquests,  too,  as  well  as  reformations,  are 
grown  to  have  more  substantial  views  than  anciently,  when  fame  and 
glory  were  the  chief  incentives.  I  do  not  recollect  reading  that,  when 
Alexander  vanquished  Porus,  he  loaded  elephants  with  diamonds  and 
lacks  of  rubees.  Since  the  world  grew  wiser,  Thamas  Kouli  Kan 
carried  off  all  the  brilliants  and  rubies  of  tbe  Mogul's  golden  throne; 
ay,  and  I  dare  to  swear,  the  gold  too.  Why  is  so  much  of  America, 
yet  unpeopled,  unknown  ?  but  because  no  hero  expects  to  find  mines 
in  cold  and  desolate  regions.     If  air-balloons  could  reach  the  moon, 

1  believe  the  first  inquiry  of  philosophers  would, be  after  the  Specie  in 
the  planet.  Otaheite  and  all  the  Owyhees,  and  New  Holland  and 
New  Zealand,  will  be  left  to  return  to  their  primitive  obscurity,  be- 
cause they  have  nothing  more  intrinsic  than  hogs  and  red  feathers. 
Yet  science  pretended  to  make  the  expedition  !  Science  is  perfectly 
content  with  the  very  little  it  has  learnt.  The  sublime  legislatress  of 
Russia,  who  has  millions  and  millions  of  acres  more  than  she  knows 
what  to-do  with,  has  more  appetite  for  the  plunder  of  Canstantinople, 
than  for  peoplinjz  and  civilizing  the  tracts  of  globe  she  possesses  as 
far  as  China.  Dr.  Young  was  not  a  little  mistaken  when  he  imagined 
that  **  the  universal  passion"  of  mankind  was  fame. 

9th,  Berkeley  Square  agAin* 
I  saw  a  gentleman  this  morning  who  had  just  received  a  letter  from 
his  brother  at  Paris,  which  says  France  is  determined  to  defend  the 
Dutch,  and  is  preparing  to  march  two  armies,  under  Broglio  and 
Maillebois,  one  of  which  is  destined  to  Alsace.  I  don't  pretend  to 
guess  whether  that  interposition  will  prevent  or  extend  war.  The 
time  when  is  of  consequence  only  to  those  in  being ;  and,  therefore, 
there  is  more  meaning  than  appears  at  first  in  our  form  of  prayer, "  Give 
peace  in  our  time,  O  Lord  !*'  The  world  will  never  be  long  free  from 
that  scourge,  war ;  and  whether  the  passions  put  on  the  mast,  or  throw 
it  off,  mankind  will  be  equally  sacrificed.    Adieu  I 


LETTER  CCCCXXX. 

Berkeley  Square,  Jan.  4, 178% 

I  HAD  the  great  satisfaction  last  week  of  receiving  your  letter,  my 

dear  sir,  written  with  your  own  hand  to  confirm  the  progress  of  your 

recovery ;  but  I  was  not  able  to  answer  it  myself,  being  confined  to 

my  bed  by  a  severe  fit  of  the  gout  too.    I  could  only  dictate  a  few 

*  DestructioQ  of  cooveota. 
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lines  to  your  oephew,  to  beg  he  would  express  my  joy  and  thanks  to 
you,  and  tell  you  why  I  did  npt  write  myself.  Indeed  he  had  the 
kindness  to  send  me  word  that  he  h{id  received  one  too  from  you  by  the 
same  post,  and  with  the  same  good  news.  Poor  young  man  I  white 
you  thought  him  fox-hunting,  be  was  prisoner  also  to  the  same  illness, 
but  less  slight  than  ours.  I  told  .him  we  formed  a  triangle  of  gouty 
correspondence.  I  have  since  received  another  from  you,  of  Decem- 
ber 18th :  but  indeed  I  have  not  wanted  consolations,  for  Monsieur  de 
Soyres  sent  me  word  from  Florence  of  your  amendment,  and  Lord 
and  Lady  Mount-Edgcumbe  have  been  so  friendly  as  to  furnish  me 
constantly  with  the  accounts' they  receive  of  you  from  their  son — a 
clear  proof  that  -he  was  satisfied  with  the  marks  of  attention  you  were 
capable  of  giving  him«  I  have  not  seen  them  yet ;  for,  like  you,  I 
have  not  been  allowed  to  see  company  and  talk,  nor  indeed  could  I 
to  be  heard.  Though  I  have  never  had  the  gout  in  my  stomach,  yet 
my  breast  is  so  weak  that  it  is  always  the  part  principally  aflected,  and, 
consequently,  whence  I  conclude  my  dissolution  will  come.  You,  I 
fear,  have  suffered  dreadfully,  though  you  do  not  say  so:  your  pa- 
tience, and  calmness,  and  good  hun>our  are  just  what  they  were  fife 
and  forty  years  ago.  I  am  happy  that  your  stamina  are  as  strong 
too  as  they  were:  they  must  be,  to  have  weathered  such  an  attack! 
Indeed,  I  have  great  comfort  in  your  Iraiiquillity  and  resignation 
about  the  event.  I,  who  have  gone  through  so  many  more  of  these 
assaults,  who  wonder  how  I  have  stood  them,  and  who  always  expect 
the  next  to  be  the  conclusive  one,  have  often  called  it  dying  <i  plusieun 
reprises,  I  am  not  impatient  for  what  must  happen ;  but,  when  one  has 
tried  on  death  so  often,  it  must  be  more  familiar  to  one.  Could  I 
choose,  it  should  come  at  once  at  the  beginning  of  a  fit :  I  dread  the 
ceremonial^  and  to  know  one's  house  is  full  of  relations  and  inquirers. 
My  exit  I  hope  will  be  in  the  country;  there  I  always  keep  my  ill- 
ness as  secret  as  lean. 

You  perceive  I  am  writing  to  you  with  a  lame  hand,  and  with  the 
only  one  I  have  at  liberty;  the  other,  muffled  up,  just  holds  my  paper. 
I  am  now  weary,  and  shall  go  to  bed ;  but,  knowing  I  could  not 
write  much  at  once,  I  had  the  precaution  to  begin  my  letter  three 
days  before  the  post,^  and  shall  add  to  it  at  leisure. 

5th. 
I  resume  my  letter*  rather  to  finish  than  to  add  to  it.  A  corres- 
pondence between  two  sick  bed-chambers  at  the  distance  of  a  thou- 
sand miles  must  be  very  lifeless.  What  news  can  we  tell  one  another 
but  how  we  rested  last  night  ?  and  that  last  night  will  have  been  a 
fortnight  ago  when  the  post  arrives..  Kings  and  Empresses,  of  whom 
we  were  forced  to  talk  from  want  of  reciprocal  acquaintance  in  our 
several  residences,  must  be  out  of  our  thoughts ;  can  we  care  what 
interludes  they  are  playing  when  we  are  quitting  the  theatre  ?  We 
$ee  them  in  their  true  light,  and  know  that'  they  too  in  a  little  time 
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• 

must  leave  their  crowns  and  sceptres  to  be  worn  hy 
formers. 

The  pantomime  carrying  on  at  Florence  «nd  Rome  is  entoN 
So»  the  Pope,  who  would  not  grant  the  title  of  King  to  the  Prett 
allows  his  no-Mejesty  to  have  created  a  Duchess ;  and  the  Card, 
of  York*  who  is  but  a  rag  of  the  Papacy,  and  who  must  think  h. 
brother  a  King,  will  not  allow  her  tiths  ^    Weill  it  is  well  they  have 
not  power  to  do  worse,  nor  can  spill  the  blood  of  others  in  their  fooU 
tsh  squabbles. 

Lord  Mount-Edgcumbe  has  been  here  this  evenin^p.  I  assure  you^. 
it  is  impossible  to  be  more  satisfied  than  he  is  with  your  attentions 
to  his  son ;  who  has  written,  that,  to  the  last  moment  of  his  stay  at 
Florence,  there  was  no  mark  of  friendship  you  omitted,  nor  any  ser« 
vice  you  did  not  render  him.  I  know  better  than  they  can  how 
much  he  was  obliged  to  you. — Heavens!  attentions  for  travelling 
boys  when  one  is  on-  the  rack !  Oh !  my  dear  sir,  I  will  recommend 
no  more  to  yous  lest  they  should  find  you  in  a  fit  of  the  gout.  Yoo 
never  did  too  Kttte,  but  often  too  much,  and  more  than  your  healtbt 
and  constitution  could  bear.    Adieu ! 


LETTER  CCCCXXXT. 

Berkelejn  Square,  F^b.  2, 17^5; 

I  W017LD  not  write  to  you  again«  my  dear  sir,  till  I  could  tell  you  that* 
I  was  quite  recovered ;  and  that  I  could  not  say  with  any  truth  till 
within  these  few  days,  for  I  had  a  relapse,  of  which  I  was  much 
worse  than  from  the  first  attack.  The  gout  passed  out  of  my  limbs 
into  my  bowels,  was  sent  back,  changed  itself  into  a  cough,  and  fell 
on  my*  lungs;  but  all  are  gone,  and  Tarn*  so  well;  that  I  should  have 
taken  the  air  to-day  in  my  coach  if  it  had  not  been  too  hard  a  frost. 
In  short,  we  are  both;  met  again  on^  this  side  of  the  world;  for  one 
may  call  it  meeting f,diS  an  Ehglishman.and  a  Flrenchman  would  seem 
countrymen  if  they  met  in.  the  deserts  of  Tarlary:.  formerly  one- 
should  have,  saidvin  Indiiu;  but  there  the  two  nations  have  proved 
that  they  are  not  such  familiar  friends.. 

Your  last  would,  have  made  me  uneasy  by  your  still  remaining  in. 
bed,  had  it  not  all  been  written^  by  your  own.  hand ;  and  had.  not 
you  kindly  foreseen'  my  apprehension,  and  told  me  kindly,.  1  hope 
truly,  that  you-  remained  there  only  in  complaisance  to  your  physi- 
cian. We  are  both  deceptions:- who  that  saw  you  in  your  youth,  or 
me  from  my  infancy  till  now,  would  have  believed  that  we  should 
live,  after  men. grown,  to  correspond  for  four  and  forty  years  ?  For 
my  part,  I  suppose  that  Hercules,  if  he  had  not  gone  mad,  would 
have  died  of  a*  consamption.  We  have  both  renewed  our  leases, 
and  I  hope  our  correspondence  wHI  still  become  much  more  venerable* 
for  its  longevitv.    We* are  certainty  epistolary  patriarchs.. 

80* 
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To  say  the  trufh,  I  cannot  resume  the  thread  with  much  interesL 
Nothing  has  happened  here  during  the  seven  weeks  of  my  confine- 
ment worth  repeating.  The  Parliament  is  met,  but  as  quietly  as 
a  quarter  session.  The  Opposition  seems  quelled,  or  to  despair; 
nor  has  the  town  contributed  more  than  the  two  Houses  to  the  fund 
of  news. 

The  great  scene  that  Europe  expected  is  said  to  be  laid  aside,  and 
that  France  has  signified  to  the  Dutch  that  they  must  submit  to  the 
Emperor,  and  that  they  will, — happy  news  for  one  or  two  hundred 
thousand  of  the  living  I  Whether  the  mass  of  murder  will  be  dimi- 
nished in  future  by  that  arrSngement  is  another  question.  There* 
vival  of  the  kingdom  of  Austrian  Lombardy''''  looks  as  if  the  Eagle's 
eastern  wing  would  expand  itself  as  well  as  the  western  ;  and  so  I 
recollected  I  hinted  to  you  two  years  ago  that  I  expected  it  would. 

If  the  town  does  not  do  something  odd  and  worth  repeating  williiji 
these  two  days,  I  nyusi  send  away  my  letter,  squab  as  it  is.  I  cannot 
coin  news,  though  so  easy  a  practice,,  as  our  newspapers  prove  by  the 
daily  lies  they  publish— I  will  not  say  invent;  for  thousands,  who 
get  nothing  by  the  manufacture,  help  the  printers  to  numberless  false- 
hoods. Our  newspapers  are  deservedly  forbidden  in  France  for  im- 
pudent scandal  on  the  French  Queen.  I  am  always  ashamed  that 
such  cargoes  of  abuse  should  be  dispersed  all  over  Europe;  and  fre- 
quently our  handsomest  women  are  the  themes.  What  Iroquois 
must  we  seem  to  the  rest  of  the  world  !. 

Jan.  4ih. 
London  is  very  perverse,  and  will  not  furnish  me  with  another 
paragraph;  one  would  think  it  had  taken  spite  to  our  immortal  cor- 
respondence. Formerly,,  after  a  long  vacation,  people  used  to  be 
impatient  to  signalize  themselves  by  some  extravagance  or  absurdity. 
They  are  as  tame  now  as  if  the  Millennium  was  commenced-f 

*  Which  is  what  the  E^mpepor  meditatpd* 

t  Mre.  Hannah  More  writing  to  her  sister  about  this  time  tells  her,  "  I  believe  I 
mentioned  that  a  foreign  ambassador,  Count  Adhetnar,  had  a  stroke  of  palsy,  and  that 
he  was  to  have  had  a  great  assembly  on  the  nii;ht  of  the  day  on  which,  it  happened; 
it  is  shock  in?  to  relate  the  seqneL  It  was  on  Sunday.  The  company  went— sooie 
hundreds.  The  roan  lay  deprived  of  seDse  and  motion;  his  bed-chamber  joins  the 
Sfreat  drawingp'iooffl,  where  was  a  faro  bank  held  close  to  his  bed's  head.  Some* 
body  said  they  thought  they  made  too  much  noise.  '  Oh  no^*  another  answered,  *  it 
will  do  him.  good  ;  the  worat  thing  he  can  do  is  to  sleep.'  A  third  said,  '-I  did  not 
think  Adhemar  had  been  a  fellow  of  such  rare  spirit;  palsy  and  faro  together  isspi* 
rited  indeed,  this  is  keeping  it  up  F  I  was  telling  this  to  Mr.  VValpole  the  other  day* 
and  lamenting  it  as  a  national  stigma,  and  one  of  the  usual  signs  of  the  times  I  had 
met  with.  In  ceturn,  ho  told  me  of  a  French  gentleman  at  Paris,  who,  being  in 
the  article  of  death,  had  just  signed  his  will,  when  the  lawyer  who  drew  it  up  was 
invited  by  his  wife  to  stay  supper.  The  table  was  laid^'n  the  dying  man's  apart- 
ment ;  the  lawyer  took  a  glass  of  wine,,  and,  addressing  himself  to  the  lady,  drank 
4  la  BanU  de  notre  aimaUe  agonuant !  I  told  Mr.  Walpole  he  invented  the 
story  to  out-do  me,  but  be  protested  it  was  literally  true." — Memoirs  of  Haooaii 
tlqre,  vol.  i.  p.  396.    Perhaps  the  lady  was  right. — Ed. 
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• 
I  went  out  yesterday  to  take  the  air»but  it. fatigued  me.  Last 
night  it  snowed  again,  and  I  have  staid  at  home :  but  I  shall  recover ; 
my  appetite  is  perfect,  and  my  sleep  is  marvellaus.  I  don't  know  why 
I  am  not  as  sleek  as  a  dormouse.  Pray  give  me  as  good  an  account 
of  yourself.  Have  you  driven  yet  in  your  coach  to  the  Cascinesor 
the  foot  of  Fiesoli  ?  or  about  the  streets  to  the  Duomo  and-Annunzi- 
ata,  as  I  used  to  do  in  the  heat  of  the  day,  for  the  mere  pleasure  of 
looking  at  the  buildings>  when  every  body  elsa  was  gone  into  bed  ? 
What  a  thousand  years  ago  that  was  \  yet  I  recollect  it  as  if  but  yes- 
terday! I  sometimes  think  I  have  li^d  tw^  &r  three  lives.  'My 
thirteen  months  at  FIbrence  was  a  pleasant  youth  to  one  of  them. 
Seven  montha  and  a-half  at  Paris,  with  four  ar  five  journeys  thither 
since,  was  a  middle  age,  t]uit&  different  from  five  and  twenty  years 
in  Parliament  which  had  preceded — and  an  age  since  1  Besides*  as 
I  was  an  infant  when  my  father  becaine  Minister^  I  came  into  the 
world  at  five  years  old ;  knew  half  the  remaining  Courts  of  King 
William  and  Queen  Anne,  or  heard  them  talked  of  as  fresh ;  being 
the  youngest  and  favourite  child,  was  carried  to  almost  the  first 
operas,  kissed  the  hand  of  Geeorge  the  Fifst,  and  am  now  bearing  the 
frolics  of  his  great-great-grandson  ;^*I — no^  all  this  cannot  have  hap- 

g^ned  in  one  life !  I  have  seen  a  mistress  of  James  the  Second,t  the 
uke  of  Marlborough's  burial,  three  or  four  wars,,  the  whole  career, 
victories,  and  death  of  Lord  Chatham,  the  loss  of  Amepica,  the  se- 
cond confiagratioQ  of  London  by  Lord  George  Gordon— and  yet  I 
am  Dot  so  old  as  Methusalem  by  four  or  five  centuries  L  In  short,  I 
can  sit  and  amuse  myself  with  my  own  memory,  and  yet  find  new 
stores  at  every  audience  that  I  givoto  it.  Then,  for  private  episodes, 
varieties  of  characters,  political  intrigues,  literary  anecdotes*&c.,  the 
profusion  that  I  remember  is  endless;  in  short,  when  I  reflect  on  all 
I  have  seen,  heard,  read,  written,  the  many  idle  hours  I  have  passed, 
the  nights  I  have  wasted  playing  at  faro,  the  weeks^  nay  months,  I 
have  spent  in  pain,  you  will  not  wonder  that  I  almost  think  I  have, 
like  Pythagoras,  been  Panthoides  Euphorbus^and  have  retained  one 
memory  in  at  least  two  bodies.     Adieu  I 


LETTER  cccexxxm 

Berkeley  Square,  March  5. 1765. 
YoTTR  letter  of  the  8th  of  last  months  telling  me  that  your  great  ill- 
ness had  not  been  the  gout^  surprised  me  much,  as  we  had  had  no 
other  account  of  it.  I  had  indeed  wondered  at  your  being  blooded 
for  it,  which  is  not  the  treatment  of  the  gout  in  the  stomach  here. 
Whatever  your  disorder  was^  thank  God  it  is  gone  I 

*  Georgp,  Prince  of  Wales. 

t  Mrs.  Godfrey,  mother  of  the  Doke  of  Berwick  and  Lady  Waldegrave. 
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For  my  part,  I  am  still  a  prisoner,  and  have  been  so  above  three 
entire  months;  the  longest  fit  I  ever  had  but  one.  Indeed,  the  third 
relapse  is  but  now  going  off.  Relapses!  no  wonder!  from  the  be- 
ginning of  December  we  hav6  had  such  a  succession  of  vicissitudes 
of  all  kinds  of  bad  weather  as  I  never  remember ;  repeated  snows, 
severe  frosts,  fogs,  sudden  rains,  and  assassinating  winds  have  made 
every  body  ill,  or  kept  them  so.  All  my  hope  is  from  the  almanack, 
which  tells  me  that  spring  is  at  hand ;  yet  the  month  of  March,  like 
the  fast  on  the  vigil  of  a  saint's  festival,  is  very  apt  to  prepare  one 
by  rigour  fdt  rejoteing.        ^ 

I  have  heard  ifothing  lately  about  your  nephew.  I  fear  his  holi* 
days  too  Are  not  arrived  yet.  His  friends  and  mine,  the  poor  Duke 
and  Duchess  of  Montrose,  are  exceedingly  happy:  Lord  Gtabamis 
just  married  to  I>ord  Ashburnham's  daughter,  a  pretty  amiable  young 
women.  They  have  long  been  anxious  to  see  him- settled.  He  is  a 
pattern  of  sons,  and  their  sole  remaining  comfort  under  sucb^a  com- 
plication of  miseries  as  they  have  been,  and- are,  afflicted  with.* 

Though  we  are  nearer  to  the  promised  field  of  battle  than  you  are, 
we  know  no  more  of  the  Dutch  war,  nor  whether  it  is  to  be  accoin* 
modated.  The  politicians  of  our  coffee-houses  are  easily  diverted 
from  Continental  objects  when  they  have  the  least  food  at  home,  as 
is  natural ;  and  we  harve  a  few  topics  that  are  not  quite  indifferent. 
The  most  recent,  and  consequently  the  theme  of  the-  day^  is  th^  de- 
molition of  the  scrutiny  for  Westminster:  the  Opposition  renewed  the 
motion  for  ordering  the- High  Bailiff  to  make  the  return,  and  carried 
the  question  by  a  majority  of  thirty-eight;  and  yesterday  he  did  retom 
Lord  Hood  and  Mr.  Fo-x-.f  At  night  there  were  great  illuminations. 
I  expected  to  have  catched  a  great  cold  ;  for,  the  mob.  at  eleven  at 
night  knocking  at  my  door  with  their  commands,  I  rung  my  bell  io 
great  haste  for  candles,  for  fear  of  having  my  windows  broken,  as  they 
were  two  years  ago,  when  I  had  the  gout  too ;  and  the  servants  run- 
ning in  to  draw  up  the  curtains,  and  leaving  all  the- doors  open, 
turned  my  room  from  a  hot-house  to  an  ice-house :  howevep,  I  got  do 
damage. 

Standky,  Oth. 
We  are  threatened  with  illuminations  ngain>  tb-morrow  night,  as 
they  talk  of  Mr.  Fox  being  carried  in  procossion  to  the  House  of 
Commons  in  the  morning.  I  wish  some  mischief  do  not  happen ; 
our  new  generation  are  ra«ther  bacchanalian,  and  not  averse' to  oeing 
riotous  under  the  Prinoep»  JuventtUis^X    However,  what  \»^  foceseen, 

*  The  Duke  of  Montrose  bad  been  totally  blind  for  above  thirty  years,  was  verj 
deaf,  and  had  lost  the  use  of  his  le^s.  His  Duchess  Liady  Lucy  Manners,  was 
paralytic;  and  they  had  Ibst  their  only  daughter  Lady  Lucy,  wife  offir.  Arcbibtki 
Douiflas. 

t  The  Court  had  instituted^  the  scrutiny  in  ftvour  of  Sir  Cecil  Wray,  the  third 
candidate,  to  exclude  Mr.  Charles  Fox,  whom  the  Siing. detested  for  being; attaetod 
to  the  Prince  of  Wales».  / 

X  The  Prince. 
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seldom  happens.  ^  believe  (hat,  of  Argus's  huAdted  eyea,^  those^saw 
best  that  looked  backward — and  wise  prophets  took  the  hint.  We 
know  pretty  well  that  dreams,  that  used  to  pass  forpredictionst  are 
imperfect  recollections. 

Being  no  soothsayer,  I  will  anticipate  nothing  about  Ireland,  which 
is  to  be  the  next  great  question.  However  it  has  happened,  we  have 
for  some  years  resembled  gamesters  of  fortune^  who  play  to  know 
whether  ikeir  own  shall  remain  theirs. 

Tuesday,  8ih. 

There  were  illuminations  again  last  i]%ht»  but  I  hear,  of  no  riot  or 
mischief  except  of  some  fractures  of  glass  in  my  square :  a  few  panes 
were  broken  at  my  next  door,  in  the  windows  of  her  Dowager  Grace 
of  Beaufort,*  who  would  not  put  out  lights ;  and  many  in  those  of 
Lady  Mary  Coke,  who  never  misses  an  opportunity  of  being  an  ama- 
zon,  or  a  martyr,  or  a  tragedy-queen.  She  puts  me  in  mind  of  the 
Duchess  of  Albemarle,t  who  was  mad  with  pride.  The  first  Duke 
of  Montagu  married  her  as  Emperor  of  China  ;  and  to  her  death  she 
was  served  on  the  knee»  taking  her  maids  for  ladies  of  the  bed- 
chamber. 

We  have  still  such  parching  easterly  winds  that  I  dare  not  ven* 
lure  abroad,  but  I  shall  take  the  air  the  moment  the  sun  lands. 

9th. 

This  letter  was  written,  and. was  going  to  the  Secretary's  office, 
when  your  nephew  came  in,  just  arrived  in  town;  and^asi  he  sets 
out  on  Saturday  on  his  visit  to  you,  I  detained  my  despatch,  as  I  can. 
writs  more  freely  by  him  than  I  would  by  French,  German,  or  Tus- 
can post-offices. 

We  are  certainly  in  a  very  embarrassing  situation  with  Ireland. 
Our  raw  boy  of  aMinister|  has  most  rashly  and  unadvisedly  plunged 
himself  into  a  great  difficulty,  and  promised  to  that  country  much 
more  than  was  neces8ary.§  The  dissatisfaction,  however,  is  not  neat 
so  great  here  as  might  have  been  expected ;  .as  it  will  certainly  meet 
with  many  other  discontents,  which  Mr.  Pittas  ignorfmee  and  in  expe* 

*  Mies  Berkeley,  sister  of  the  late  Lord  Botletort,  and  widow  of  Lord  Noel  So*^ 
merset,  Duke  of  Beaufort 

t  Widow  of  Christopher,  second  Duke  of  Albermarle.  As  she  was  a  coheiress 
Hf  the  last  Cavendish,  Duke  of  Newcastle,  she  enjoyed  an  immense  fortune;  aad, 
\»mg  cnad,  was  confined  at  Montagu  Hoase,  bot  served  with  voyal  state.  Her  re- 
lations pretended  she  was  dead,  and  the  Duke  was  forced  to  prodace  her  in  West* 
minster  Hall.  Afler  his  death,  she  lived  at  Clerkenwell,  and  dOOOL  a-year  was  aU 
lowed  for  her  imaginary  court.  The  rest  was  laid  up,  and  went  to  her  own  rela- 
tiona  The  story  of  her  second  marriage  was  introduced  into  the  last  act  of  Cibber's 
comedy  of  Sir  Courtly  Nice.  Lady  Mary  Coke  endeavoured  to  persuade  people 
that  she  bad  been  married  to  Edwai-d,  Duke  of  York,  the  King*iB  brother ;  and  after 
his  death  signed  her  letters  and  notes  Marye,  with  an  almost  invisible  e  in  the  tail 
of  they. 

X  Mr.  Pitt 

\  The  famous  propositions  for  eqnal  trade  with  Ireland. 
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rience,  not  at  all  cooled  by  his  vanity  and  insolence,  have  sown,  his 
gitnation  grows  but  tollering.  The  rapidly-chosen  Parliament  seems 
by  no  means  firm ;  and  the  outrageous  injustice  of  the  scrutiny  at 
Westminster,  which  was  solely  set  on  and  maintained  by  royal 
vengeance,  has  fallen  on  the  Ministers,  who  wished  to  be  rrd  of  it, 
but  not  to  be  beaten  by  38.*  However,  I  fancy  the  aulhorf  is  still 
more  mortified  than  they  are:  Fox  has  triumphed  over  him,  as 
Wilkes  did.  Monday  last  did  not  pass  so  quietly  as  I  had  heard  at 
first;  the  new  Marquis  of  Buckingham,  who  had  been  profuse  of 
lights  last  Friday,  thought  he  had  done  enough,  and  would  not  exhibit 
one  on  Monday.  The  mobidemolished  his  windows.  Two  yoang 
rioters  of  rank,  who  said  they  were  only  innocent  spectators,  were 
beaten  and  taken  prisoners  by  the  Marquis's  domestics,  and  carried 
before  him.  He  assuming  great  dignity,  the  two  young  gentlemen 
let  loose  a  torjrent  of  very  coarse  appellations.  Next  morning  he 
recollected  himself',  and  made  submissions  in  proportion  to  the  abuse 
he  had  received^  not  given.  This  is  the  story  on  one  side.  On  the 
other,  it  is  affirmed,  that  only  one  young  gentleman  was  carried  into 
the  house,  and,  being  taken  for  one  of  the  mob,  was*  threatened  with 
a  constable  by  the  Marquis,  who,  on  discovering  his  error,  made 
proper  excuses.  In  short,  in  such  a  season  of  party  violence,  one 
cannot  learn  the  truth  of  what  happens  in  next  street:  future  histo- 
rians, however,  will  know  it  exactly,  and,  what  is  more,  people  will 
believe  them ! 

We  have  a  mass  of  matters  besides  on  the  carpet ;  as,  India  iji 
several  branches,  the  reform  of  Parliament,  the  late  taxes,  and  more 
to  be  laid.  Pitt  has  certainly  amazing  Parliamentary  abilities;  he 
has  not  yet  given  any  indication  of  others ;  and  if  he  gains  expert* 
ence,  it  is  likely  to  be  at  his  own  cost.  His  measures  hiiherto  have 
been  precipitate  and  indigested. 

The  latest  colour  of  afiairs  on  the  Continent  is  crimson.  Maest- 
richt  is  said  to  be  invested  by  the  Emperor.     As  -this  letter  will  not 

Eass  under  your  Great-Duke's  eye,J  to  whom  it  would  not  be  well- 
red  to  say  so,  I  may  tell  you  that  I  abhor  his  brother,  whose  rapine 
and  reformations  are  conducted  with  equal  injustice  and  cruelty ;  and, 
when  they  are  so,  I  suspect  the  former  to  be  the  motive  of  the  latter. 
I  am  only  comforted  by  hoping  he  vexes  the  King  of  Prussia.  If 
those  two  men  and  the  Czarina  could  plague  one  another  without 
consequences  to  thousands,  one  should  delight  in  their  broils. 

I  hope,  for  yours,  his,  and  my  sake,  that  your  nephew  will  fiod 
you  quite  recovered:  his  impatience  to  see  you  is, most  amiable;  but 
you  deserve  it.    Adieu  ! 

*  The  number  of  the  majority  for  closing  the  scratiny. 

t  The  King. 

X  The  Great-Duke  opened  all  letters  before  they  were  delivered.. 
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LETTER  CCCCXXXIIi. 

Berkeley  Square,  April  8, 1785. 
Youa  letter  of  March  i5thy  written  by  your  own  hend,  came  most 
welcome  to  me  yesterday ;  for  your  nephew,  who,  I  trust,  is  now 
withyou,  received  one  written  by  your  servant  just  beforp  he  set  out 
for  florence.  As  it  mentioned  a  return  of  your  bleeding,  it  alarmed 
me,  for  thcU  is  no  gouty  symptom ;  but,  as  you  again  write,  I  flatter 
myself  the*  discbarge  will /be  a  remedy  bistead  of  a  disorder.     My 

r)ut  is  gone,  but  has  left  a  vicegerent  n^e  persecuting  than  itself; 
mean  the  rheumatism.  In  short,  you  must  not  talk  of  age  to  me, 
who  am  as  much  broken  as  if  I  was  a  hundred.  General  Oglethorpe, 
who  sometimes  visits  me,  and  who  is  ninety-five,  has  the  activity  of 
vouth  when  compared  with  me.  His  eyes,  ears,  articulation,  limbs, 
and  memory  would  suit  a  boy,  if  a  boy  could  recollect  a  century 
backwards.  His  teeth  are  gone  $  he  is  a  shadow,  and  a  wrinkled 
one;  but  his  spirits  and  his  spirit  are  in  full  bloom :  two  years  and  a 
half  ago,  he  challenged  a  neighbouring  gentleman  for  trespassing  oq 
his  manor.  /  could  carry  a  cannon  as  easily  as  let  off  a  pistol. 
There  is  indeed  a  circumstance  that  makes  me  think  myself  an  ante- 
diluvian ;  I  have  literally  seen  seven  descents  in  one  family.  I  do 
believe  Oglethorpe  can  boast  of  recollecting  a  longer  genealogy. 
In  short,  I  was  schoolfellow  of  the  last  two  Earls  of  Waldegrave, 
and  used  to  go  t(4^lay  with  them  in  the  holidays  when  I  was  about 
twelve  years  old.  They  lived  with  their  grandmother,  natural  daughter 
of  James  the  Second.  One  evening  while  I  was  there,  came  in  her 
mother,  Mrs.  Godfrey,^  that  King's  mistress — ancient,  in  truth,  and 
so  superannuated  that  she  scarce  seemed  to  know  where  she  was. 
I  saw  her  another  time  in  her  chair  in  St.  James's  park,  and  have  a 
perfect  idea  of  her  face,  which  was  pale,  rounds  and  sleek.  Begin 
with  her ;  then  count  her  daughter.  Lady  Waldegrave ;  then  the  lat- 
ter's  son,  the  Ambassador;  his  daughter.  Lady  Harriot  Beard ;f  her 
daughter,  the  present  Dowager  Countess  of  Powis ;  and  her  daughter, 
Lady  Clive— there  are  six ;  and  the  last  now  lies  in  of  a  son,  and 
might  have  done  so  six  or  seven  years  ago,  had  she  married  at  four- 
teen. When  one  haf  beheld  such  a  pedigree,  one  may  say,  **  And 
yet  I  am  but  sixty-seven  !"  I  don't  know  whether  it  is  not  another 
patriarchal  characteristic  to  tell  you,  that  my  great-niece,  Mrs.  Fitz- 
roy4  is  brought  to  bed  of  the  fifty-sixth  of  my  nephews  and  nieces, 

*  Mrs.  Godfrey  was  sister  of  John  Duke  of  Marlborough,  and  by  King  James 
was  mother  of  the  Duke  of  Berwick  and  the  first  fjady  Waldegrave ;  she  afterwards 
married  Colonel  Godfrey,  by  whom  she  had  Lady  Falmouth  and  Mrs.  Duncb.  See 
an  accouDt  of  Mrs.  Godfrey  in  the  Memoires  de  Grammont. 

•t  Henrietta,  only  daughter  of  James,  first  Earl  of  Waldegrave,  was  married  te 
Lord  Edward  Herbert,  brother  of  tiie  last  Marquis  of  Powis,  by  whom  she  had  an 
only  daughter,  Barbara,  first  Countess  of  Powis. 
Laura  Eeppel. 
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and  the  present  Lady  Waldegrave  is  in  a  fair  way  of  adding  another 
to  the  catalogue. 

I  am  not  suFtprised  that  Mozzi  finds  there  is  some  difTerence  be* 
tween  being  the  gallant^  when  young,  of  an  old  woman, — and  the 
husband,  when  elderly,  of  a  girl ;  methinks,  he  might  have  concluded 
so  without  making  the  experiment.  Mr.  Duane  has,  I  believe,  left 
his  collection  to  his  nephew,  and  money  enough  to  preserve  it;*  and 
the  man  is  a  lawyer  too,  »o  not  likely  to  be  ruined :  therefore,  Moz^n's 
present,  which  is  handsotVie,  will  be  welcome. 

Your  Lard  Cowper  and^is  Knighthood  of  St.  Hubert  is  peddling 
lunacy.  I  find  that  our  mflmen,  though  they  do  not  come  to  their 
senses  abroad,  degenerate  by  transplantation.  Garters  and  orden 
are  simple*  things  in  themselves^,  but  succedaneums  to  them  are  quite 
contemptible.  An  English  Earl  stooping  to  be  a  Knight  of  St.  Hb- 
bert  is  as  if  a  tiger  should  be  proud  of  being  admitted  info  some  or- 
der among  cats  I  I  think  he  had  better  have  bought  one  of  the  Pope's 
bats ;  and  then,  at  least,  he  would  not  have  been  papable.  I  literally 
remember  a  mad  foreigner  at  Paris  (I  forget  of  what  country,)  who 
had  a  rage  of  universal  knighthood,  and  used  to  appear  at  the  theatres 
with  8L  different  coloured  riband  every  night.  The  Government  forbad 
his  being  a  Knight  of  the  St.  Esprit,  but  left  all  the  other  stripes  in 
Europe's  rainbow  to  his  option.  I  have  seen  him  CJompanion  of  the 
Giirter,  Bath,  and  Thistle  by  turns. 

I  have  no  news  to  send  to  you  or  your  nephew.  The  House  of 
Commons  could  not  adjourn  for  Easter,  as  for  t4r  days  they  could 
not  get  a  House  to  choose  a  committee  on  the  Buckinghamshire  Pe- 
tition; so,  the  Speaker  and  two  clerks  were  forced  to  go  and  st 
every  day  in  empty  walls :  your  nephew  must  explain  this  paragraph 
to  you,  as  it  would  be  too  long  for  a  letter.  A  committee  is  chosen 
at  last,  but  nothing  is  advanced.  The  motion  of  Reform  of  Parlia- 
ment is  deferred  till  next  week.  The  Irish  business  hangs  off  too; 
and  the  House  sits  now  till  midnight  hearing  counsel  from  Manches- 
ter against  some  of  the  late  taxes.  The  east  wind  lasts  too,  so  that 
in  every  respect  it  looks  like  the  beginning  of  winter ;  and  one  so  long 
neither  Oglethorpe  nor  I  remember.  The  sight  of  your  nephew, 
I  hope,  has  revived  you ;  it  is  more  than  I  can  say  that  my  fifty-six 
have  affected  for  me.  * 


LETTER  CCCCXXXIV. 

May  7, 1785. 
As  I  have  received  a  letter  from  yourself  since  your  nephew  set 
out,  and  none  from  him,  I  flatter  myself  that  he  found  you  well.    I 

*  Most  of  it,  however,  consistinrg  of  pictures,  drawings  by  Hassey,  and  anttqaest 
were  sold  by  auction.  His  gold  antique  medals  Mr.  Duane  had  sold  himself  to  Dr. 
Hunter. 
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kave  had  nothing  to  tdl  you  worth  writing;  and,  though'  I  begin  a 
tetter  from  my  usual  regularity,  I  know  not  how  it  will  get  on,  nor 
whether  I  shall  be  able  to  despatch  it  without  more  ballast.  I  know 
nothing  but  what  all  Europe  knows,  that  there  is  a  general  drought 
and  DO  grass.  Of  conversation,  the  chief  topic  is  air-balloons.  A 
French  girl,  daughter  of  a  danc6r,  has  made  a  voyage  into  the  clouds, 
and  nobody  has  yet  broken  a  neck;  so,  neither  good  nor  harm  has 
hitherto  been  produced  by  these  aerial  enterprises.  Neither  politics 
nor  fashion  have  furnished  any  novelties ;  so  that,  if  I  continue  my 
monthly  tribute,  you  must  be  content  with  its  being  of  no  more  value 
than  a  peppercorn. 

I  am  inclined  to  wish  that  Mrs.  Darner  would  make  you  another 
visit.  She  is  very  delicate,  and  often  out  of  order;  and  certainly 
was  better  for  her  Italian  journey.  She  is  engaged  on  an  extraordi- 
nary work.  There  is  just  built  a  new  bridge  of  stone  over  the  Thames, 
at  Henley,  which  is  close  to  Park  Place.*  Mrs.  Damer  offered  to 
make  two  gigantic  masks  of  the  Thame  and  Isis,  for  the  key-stones, 
and  actually  modelled  them ;  and  a  statuary  was  to  extcuU  them.  I 
said, ''  Oh  I  it  will  be  imagined  that  you  had  little  hand  in  them  :  you 
must  perform  them  yourself."  She  consented.  The  Thame  is  an 
old  marine  god,  is  finished,  and  put  up;  and,  they  say,  has  a  prodi- 
gious effect.  She  is  now  at  work  on  the  Isis ;  a  most  beautiful  nymph's 
face,  simple  as  the  antique,  but  quite  a  new  beauty.  The  idea  was 
taken  from  Mrs.  Freeman,  of  Fawley  Court,  a  neighbour  of  General 
Conway.  TheTey-stones  of  a  county  bridge  carved  by  a  young 
lady  is  an  unparallelled  curiosity  I  The  originals  in  terra  cotta  are 
BOW  exhibiting  at  the  Royal  Academy ;  with  a  model  of  the  same 
material  of  two  kittens,  by  her  too.  She  has  a  singular  talent  for 
catching  the  characters  of  animals.  I  have  two  dogs  sleeping,  by 
her,  (which  she  has  since  executed  in  marble  for  her  brother,?  the 
Duke  of  Richmond,}  that  are  perfection.  We  have  besides  a  young 
statuary,  one  Proctor,  who  is  marvellous.  He  has  gained  the  prizes 
in  drawing,  painting,  and  sculpture ;  and  now  exhibits  a  model  in 
terra  cotta  of  Ixion,7ess  than  life,  which  is  a  prodigy  of  anatomy,  with 
all  the  freedom  of  nature.  Miss  Boyle,J  a  grand-daughter  of  Sir 
Charles  Hanbury  Williams,  and  a  Miss  Ogle,  scholar  of  Mrs.  Damer, 
model  admirably  too,  and  the  first  paints  in  oil.  My  brother,  Sir 
Edward,  said,  that  we  have  so  many  miracles  in  painting  and  music, 
that  they  cease  to  be  any  miracles  at  all.  I  confess,  in  the  former 
I  see  few  that  attain  the  degree  of  doctor;  of  the  others  I  am  no 
judge. 

There  has  been  an  enormous  fire  in  Southwark,  which  has  de- 

•  The  seat  of  General  Conway,  Mrs.  Darner's  father. 

t  Charles,  third  Duke  of  Richmond,  married  Lady  Mary  Brace,  daughter  of  Lady 
Aiiesbary,  and  half-sister  to  Mrs.  Damer. 

X  Charlotte,  second  daughter  of  Sir  Ch.  H.Williams,  married  Captain  Walsing- 
ham  Boyle,  brother  of  the  Earl  of  Shannon. 
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stroyed  some'  acres  of  buildings  and  some  ves^.  It  happened 
amongst  magazines  of  turpentine,  pitch,  tar,  and  hemp;  and  has  be- 
sides consumed  to  the  value  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds 
sterling  of  tea,  which  the  East  India  Company  had  just  purchased 
at  Ostend  to  anticipate. the  smugglers.  One  must  be  mighty  prone 
to  compassion  before  one  can  feel  for  the  Compapy,  and  must  quite 
forget  their  atrocious  deeds  in  India.  .  My  bowels  shall  be  sent  thither, 
(as  those  of  bur  ancestors  used  to  be  to  the  Holy  Land,)  sooner  than 
to  Leadenhall  Street. 

Friday  13tb. 
As  I  heard  the  great  question  of  Ireland  was  to  be  decided  yester- 
day, and  it  being  of  no  consequence  when  my  letter  set  out,  I  de- 
tained it  till  it  could  have  more  dignity.  I  can  barely  now  tell  you 
the  sum  total,  none  of  the  particulars ;  for  I  have  seen  no  Member  of 
the  House  of  Commons.  The  business  is  not  finished,  for  the  House 
was  only  in  a  committee:  yet  you  may  look  upon  it  as  determined; 
for  Mr.  Pitt  had  so  gre&t  a  majority  to  favour  his  propositions,  that 
there  is  no  doubt  but  they  will  pass  triumphantly.  The  Committee 
sat  till  past  eight  this  morning;  the  numbers  were,  281  for  the  Court, 
156  for  the  Opposition.  The  completion  of  that  aflfair,  aad  of  the 
taxes,  which  were  proposed  last  Monday,  will  probably  conclude  the 
session ; .  and  earthly  business  being  adjusted,  all  the  world  will  be  at 
leisure  to  travel  the  air — not  that  terrestrial  matters  have  interrupted 
balloons.  Mr.  Windham,*  (he  Member  forNorwidH  who  was  with 
you  not  long  ago,  has  made  a  voyage  into  the  clouds,  and  was  in  dan- 
ger of  falling  to  ear^^  and  being  shipwrecked.  Yesterday  sevennight, 
as  I  was  coming  down  stairs  at  Strawberrry,  to  my  chaise,  my 
housekeeper  told  me,  that  if  I  would  go  into  the  garden  I  might  see  a 
balloon ;  so  I  did,  and  so  high,  that  though  the  sun  shone,  I  could 
scarce  discern  it,  and  not  bigger  than  my  snuff-box.  It  had  set  out 
privately  from  Moulsey,  in  my  neighbourhood,  and  went  higher  than 
any  airgonaut  had  yet  reached.  But  Mr.  Windham,  and  Sadler  bis 
pilot,  were  near  meeting  the  fate  of  Icarus ;  and  though  they  did  land 
safely,  their  bladder-vessel  flew  ^way  again,  and  may  be  drowned  in 
the  moon  for  what  we  know  I  Three  more  balloons  sail  to-day;  in 
short,  we  shall  have  a  prodigious  navy  in  the  air;  and  then  what  sig- 
nifies having  lost  the  empire  of  the  ocean  Y 
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May  29, 1785. 
Pleased  as  I  was  by  hearing  from  your  nephew,  I  am  much  more 
delighted,  my  dear  sir,  to  see  your  hand  again.    Yet  I  must  chide 

•  Of  Felbrigge. 
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yoa  for  writing  so  mqch,  though  at  intervals,  when  you  are  weak  and 
in  bed.  Your  nephew  told  me  your  cough  was  troublesome ;  but  I 
tiope  thfe  warm  weather  will  quite  remove  it.  Never  was  so' trying 
a  winter:  every  body  has  suffered  but  the  physicians  and  apotheca* 
ries.  We  are  still  wanting  rain,  and  are  treated  like  Egyptians  by 
insects. 

You  have  acted  like  yourself,  and  the  younger  Sir  Horace  has 
acted  like  the  elder,  about  Miss  Lucy's*  marriage.  I  do  not  know 
the  sposo^  but  am  contented  with  your  account  of  him,  and  approve  of 
his  name.  It  is  not  quite  right  to  oppose  the  inclinations  of  the  young 
when  there  are  no  very  striking  or  disgraceful  objections.  As  to 
estates  and  titles,  what  securities  are  they  T  Half  our  nobility  are 
undone,  and  every  day  going  into  exile,  from  their  own  extravagance* 

I  saw  with  concern  in  the  newspapers,  two  days  ago,  that  their 
Neapolitan  Majesties  were  visiting  your  Florentine  Arch-Graces, 
and  I  dreaded  their  harassing  you  and  putting  you  to  expense:  but 
your  indisposition  must  give  you  a  dispensation,  and  is  even  lightened 
to  me  by  its  saving  you  fatigue,  I  have  no  objection  to  their  playing 
at  Naumachis.  It  were  well  if  sovereigns  would  be  content  with 
mock  fights,  and  not  sport  with  the  lives  of  their  subjects.  The  bat- 
tle of  the  Bridge  at  Pisa,  is  more  glorious  than  invading  the  Scheldt. 
Two  days  ago  there  was  a  report  of  the  Vauphin^s  death,  and  was 
said  to  come  from  Lord  Sydney,  Secretary  of  State.  He  v^as  askedr 
if  true  ?  He  replied,  "  I  said.  Lord  Godolphin."  So  he  is,  and  has 
given  four  thousJind  pounds  a-year  to  Lord  Francis  Osborne,  second 
son  of  the  other  Secretary  of  State,  Lord  Carmarthen,t  who  himself 
inherits  three  thousand  a-year  more. 

I  am  barren  of  other  news.  The  Hotise  of  Commons  sits,  on  taxes 
and  the  Irish  propositions,  but  is  thinly  attended.  I  shall  settle  at 
Strawberry  in  about  a  week ;  but  cannot  have  less  to  tell  you  than  I 
have  at  present.  Your  nephew,  I  hope,  will  stay  with  you  till  you 
are  quite  recovered.  What  a  nephew  I  I  cannot  boast  of  such  a 
one  in  my  extensive  nepotism;  and  yet  I  have  a  few  very  good. 
An  adopted  one,  Lord  Waldegrave,|  is  excellent.  Most  of  my 
nieces  are  unexceptionable.  That  is  a  great  deal  to  say  in  an  age 
not  rigorous,  and  of  ample  license.  I  wonder  our  women  are  not 
much  worse;  for  our  newspapers  are  so  indiscriminately  scurrilous,. 
to  the  great  joy  of  devout  old  women,  that  pretty  young  women 
might  be  hardened,  and  trust  to  not  bein^  worse  treated  than  many 
who  are  blameless.  I  have  no  patience  with  hags  who  have  no  temp- 
tations, and  think  that  frequent  church-going  authorizes  them  to  spread 
scandal  from  Sunday  noon  to  next  Sunday  morning.  There  is  not 
80  noxious  an  animal  as  an  ugly  old  harridan,  who  thinks  herself  re- 

*  James  Mann,  only  son  of  Edward  Loaisa  Mann,. elder  brother  of  Sir  Horace 
Jtfann,  senr.,  was  going  to  be  married  to  Lucy,  eldest  daughter  of  Sir  Horace,  jun. 

t  Francis,  only  son  of  the  Duke  of  Leeds,  by  Lady  Mary  Godolphin. 

t  George,  fourth  Earl  of  Waldej^rave,  married  to  bis  cousin,  Lady  Laura  Walde* 
^rave,  daughter  of  the  Duchess  of  Gloucester. 
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ligious  the  moment  she  becomes  a  disagfeeable  object;  though  she 
chooses  to  forget  that  Charity  is  preferable  to  Faith  and  Hope,  or  in- 
terprets Charity  to  mean  nothing  but  giving  alms.  They  have  more 
occasion  to  carry  a  pocket-glass  than  a  handsome  woman-^o  put 
them  in  mind  of  their  own  Death''s  heads. 

I  said  at  the  beginning  of  my  letter,  that  I  rejoiced  to  see  your  hand- 
y^riting ;  yet  I  beg  you  not  to  give  me  that  treat  often.  A  line  from 
your  nephew,  if  it  tells  me  you  mend,  will  content  me.    I  have  fre> 

auently  written  to  you  by  proxy;  and,  in  truth,  my  letters  require  nor 
eserve  answers.  I  have  so  much  abandoned  a  world  that  is  too  ju- 
venile for  me,  and  have  so  few  connexions  with  it  left,  that  my 
correspondence  can  have  neither  novelty  nor  spirit  in  it ;  and  there- 
fore, except  to  you,  I  scarce  write  a  letter  of  ten  lines  in  a  month, 
and  seldom  but  on  business,  of  which  too  I  have  very  little.  A  few 
antiquaries  and  virtuosos  now  and  then  consult  me,  because  my  ora- 
cle from  its  ancientry,  is  beconne  respected ;  but  my  devotees  ask  roe 
«imple  questions,  and  In  my  response  I  generally  plead  ignorance, 
and  often  with  truths  My  reading  or  writing  has  seldom  had  any 
object  but  my  own  amusement ;  and,  having  given  over  the  trade,  I 
had  rather  my  customers  wept  to  another  shop.  The  profession  of 
author  is  tricing ;  but,  when  ^ny  dtartaianeric  is  superadded,  it  is  a  con*^ 
temptible  one.  To  puff  one's  self  is  to  be  a  mountebank,  and  swallow- 
ing wind  as  well  as  vending  it. 

I  do  not  answer  your  nephew's  letter  in  form ;  for  formal  it  would 
be  when  you  see  I  have  so  little  to  say»  except  to  ihank  him  for  it, 
and  for  his  most  amiable  tenderness  and  care  of  you.  Nay,  writing 
to  one  is  writing  to  both :  one  loves  two  Sir  Horaces  as  one :  your 
hearts  are  as  much  the  jsame  as  your  names,  and  to  write  to  you 
separately  would  be  making  a  distinction  in  your  unity.  I  am  glad 
the  cousins  are  to  be  one  too.  Adieu  !  I  long  to  hear  that  you  do  pot 
lie  in  bed  but  at  night* 
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Berkeley  Square,  Jane  24, 1785. 
Though  I  beg  not  to  urge  you  to  repeat  those  proofs  too  often,  I 
must  feel  great  satisfaction  from  every  letter  I  receive  from  you  under 
your  own  hand,  when  i  know  your  health  is  not  yet  quite  re-established. 
I  should  be  content,  rationally  content,  that  is,  enjoining  myself  to  be 
content,  with  hearing  of  you  from  your  nephew;  but  your  own  cha- 
racters must  be  more  comfortable.  However,  the  more  you  mend, 
write  the  less :  I  am  ixo  longer  in  fear  about  you,  and  consequently 
my  patience  will  allow  of  longer  intervals  now  I  know  you  are  re- 
covering, which  we  cannot  do  with  the  impetuosity  of  youth.  But 
then  Italian  summecs  ajre  a  good  succedaneum,  and,  I  hope,  will  be 
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lAore  efficacious  than  our  north-easterly  winds.  Even  with  these,  / 
am  arrived  at  being  as  well  as  I  was  before  my  last  fit,  and  I  beg 
you  wilt  pledge  me. 

Thank  you  for  your  Gazette,  and  accounts  of  speptacks,*  Flo- 
rence is  a  charmmg  theatre  for  such  festivals:  those  Italy  is  giving  to 
the  Neapolitan  Majesties  put  one  in  mind  of  the  times  when  the  Me- 
dici, the  Farneses,  Gonzagas,  &c.,  banqueted  each  other*s  Highness 
reciprocally.  I  am  glad  the  holy  Roman  Emperor  is  at  leisure  to 
visit  principini,  palazzi,  and  giardini,  instead  of  besieging /or/eza;^,. 
like  a  wicked  overgrown  principone.  I  am  glad  too,  that  the  tmcked 
holy  Roman  Fatherf  is  disappointed  of  his  iniquitous  plunder.  Rome 
is  come  to  its  dregs  again  when  the  Fontifex  Maximum  is  sunk  into 
an  heredipeia-r-one  of  th&  vile  vocations  that  marked  ihe  fseces  Ro* 
nudu 

Our  Senate  is  still  sitting,  and  likely  to  sit,  on  the  Irish  propositions, 
which  gravel  both  countries.  Mr.  Grattan,  the  phenomenon  of  the 
other  side  of  the  Channel,  has  set  his  face  against  Mr.  Pitt's  altered* 
plan.  This  is  all  I  know  of  the  matter.  I  am  very  little  in  town 
DOW,  and  Twickenham  is  one  of  the  most  unpolitical  villages  in  the 
island. 

You  will  find  by  our  and  the  French  Gazettes,  that  dir-navagtion 
has  received  a  great  blow ;  the  first  airgonaut,  poor  Pilatrier,  and  his 
companion,  having  broken  their  necks.  He  had  the  Croix  de  St.  Louis 
in  his  pockety  and  was  to  have  put  it  on  the  moment  he  should  have 
crossed  the  Channel  and  landed  in  England.  I  have  long  thought  that 
France  has  conceived  hopea  of  annihilating  our  Pyrenees  by  these 
flying  squadrons.  Here  they  have  been  turned  into  a  mere  job  for 
getting  money  from  gaping  fools.  One  of  our  adventurers,  named 
Sadler,  has  been  missing,  and  is  supposed  lost  in  the  German  Ocean. 

Prince  William,. the  King's  third  son,  has  been  in  England,  and  is- 
sailed  for  the  Mediterranean,  I  think ;  so,  I  suppose,  will  visit  Leg- 
horn. It  is  pity  he-  will  arrive  too  late  for  your  shows,  which 
would' be  proper  for  his  age. 

On  reading  over  your  Florentine  Gazette,  I.  observed  that  the  Great-^ 
Duke  has  a  manufacture  of  porcelain.  If  any  of  it  is  sold,  I  should  be 
glad  if  your  nephew  would  brine  me  a  single  bit — a  cup,  or  other 
trifle,  as  a  sample.  I  remember  tnat,.ages  ago,  there  was  a  manufac- 
ture at  Florence  belonging  to  Marquis  Ginori,  of  which  I  wished  for 
a  piece,  but  could  not  procure  one :.  the  Grand-Ducal  may  be  more 
attainable.  1  have  a  closet  furnished  with  specimens  of  porcelain  of 
rarious  countries,  besides  a  good  deal  of  Fayeoce  or  Rapheal  ware, 
and  some  pieces  with  the  arms  of  Medici — but  am  not  I  an  old  sim- 
pleton to  be  wanting  play-things  still  ?— and  how  like  is-  one's  last 
cradici  to  one's  first !    Adieu  ! 

^  Relations  of  the  entertainments  made  for  the  King  and  Queen  of  Naples. 
t  Pope  Pins  VI.  had  wheedled  a  rich  old  Abb6  to  make  him  heir;  bat  the  family. 
contested  the  will  and  set  it  aside. 

81* 
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Notwithstanding  Pilatrier's  miscarriage,  Balloonation  holds  up  its 
bead.  Colonel  Fitzpatrick.  Lord  Ossory's  brother,  has  ascended  io 
one  from  Oxford,  and  was  alone.  Sadler,  whom  I  thought  lost,  ii 
come  to  light  again,  and  was  to  have  been  of  the  voyage ;  but  the 
vessel  not  being  potCQt  enough  for  two,  the  Colonel  went  alone,  had  a 
brush  with  a  high  hill  in  his  descent,  but  landed  safe  about  fifteen  miles 
from  the  University. .  How  Posterity  will  laugh  at  us,  one  way  or 
other !  If  half  a  dozen  break  their  necks,  and  Balloonism  is  exploded, 
we  shall  be  called  fools  for  having  imagined  it  could  be  brought  to 
use :  if  it  should  bq  turned  to  account,  wq  shall  be  ridicul^  for 
having  doubted.. 
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Berkeley  Square,  July.  2&,  178S. 

Befoke  f  reply  to  the  other  parts  of  your  letter  of  the  51  h,  which  I 
have  just  received,.  I  must  tell  you  how.  rejoiced  I  am  to  hear  of  year 
having  the  gout  jn  your  knees  and  feet.  Let  me  intreat  you  to  en- 
courage and  keep  it  there ;  indulge  them  ia  yards  of  flannel,  and  lie 
much  in  bed ;  never  rise  when,  they  have  any  perspiration;  they  will 
cure  your  cough,  and  you  cannot  be  too  grateful  to  them.  This  ef- 
fort shows  the  strength  and  excellence  of  your  constitution,  and  will 
preserve  you  long-:  for  my  part  I  had  rather  lie  in  bed  than  attend 
regal  puppet-shows;  and  I  always  make  the  most  of  my  gout,  when  it 
is  to  excuse  my  doing  any  thing  I  don't  like. 

I  love  your  nephew  better  than  ever  for  his  attention  to  yoa.  Mr. 
Croft  has  given  me  a  most  excellent  character  of  Mr.  James,*  who, 
I  hope,  will  repay  to  your  nephew  his.  affection  and  care  of  you. 

I  have  not  the  honour  of  being  acquainted  with  Lady  Hampden;! 
Mrs.  Trev.or:{;  I  do  know,  who  is  gentle  and  pleasing.  Lady  Hamp- 
den's mother,  whom  1  see  often  at  the  Duchess  of  Montrose's,  is  very 
amiable  and  a  favourite  of  mine. 

Though  three  millions  sterling§  from  the  plunder  of  convents  is  a 
plump  beifyfull,  I  dpnt  believe  tt^  Austrian  Eagle  will  stop  there,  nor 
be  satisfied  with  private  property.  No  ;.I.  told  you  I  believe,  when  I 
read  the  new  History  of  the  Medici,  that  Caesar  had  set  that  work  on 
foot  as  a  preparative  to  his  urging  his  claim  to  what  the  Church  of 
Rome  had  formerly  usurped  from  his  predecessors.  He  has  shown 
that  he  thinks  nothing  holy  but  the  holy  Roman  empire.     It  is  the 

*  Mr.  James  Mann,  mentioned  in  a  preceding  letter. 

t  Daughter  of  General  Grieme,  and  wife  of  the  second  viscount  Hampden. 

IWife  of  the  second  son  of  the  first  Viscoont:  Mr.  Trevor  wa^  envoy  to  Taria. 
Sir  H.  Mann  bad  told  Mr.  Walpole  that  the  Emperor  bad  acquired  three  mil- 
Ijoos  by  the  suppression  of  convents; 
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nature  of  the  Church  and  the  Sceptre  to  league  against  the  rest  of 
mankind,  and  abet  each  other  until  thejr  have'engrossed  every  thing : 
then  they' quarrel ;  and  the  mightier  strips  the  weaker,  as  our  Henry 
the  Eishth  did.  One  can  care  little  about  the  upshot  of  such  squab- 
bles. Were  I  to  form  a  wish,  it  would  be  in  favour  of  the  Pontiff 
rather  than  of  the  Emperoc  ;  <ig  Churchmen  make  conquests  by  sense  and 
artf  not  by  force  and  bloodshed^  Wee  Princes.    . 

As  I  have  not  often  been  in  London  for  this  month  till  last  night, 
I  am  utterly  unqualified  to  send  you  news,  if  there  are  any.  The 
Parliament  is  still  sitting  on  the  Irish  propositions,  which,  I  believe,, 
are  almost  settled  on  this  side  of  the  Channel.  Then  they  are  to  be 
sent  to  Dublin ;  and,  if  accepted  there,  the  English  Parliament  is  to 
meet  again  in  October  to  ratify  ^them.  In  the  mean  time  j^bliticians 
will  do  nothing  but  kill  partridges. 

The  Balloonomania  is,  I  think,  a  little  chilfed,  not  extinguished,  by 
Rozierls  catastrophe.  That  it  should  still  blaze  in  my  nephew*  is  not 
surprising;  not  that  i^  has  mounted  himself, — he  did  threaten  it :  but 
real  madnien  are  not  heroes,  though  heroes  are  real  madmen.  He 
did  encourage  another  man,  who,  seeing  a  storm  coming,  on,  would 
ha?e  desisted :  but  my  Lord  cried,  *'  Oh  !  you  had  better  ascend  be- 
fore the  storm  arrives/'  and  instantly  cut  the  strings ;  and  away  went 
the  airgonaat,.and  did  not  break  his  neck  I 

The  Duchess  Dowager  of  Portlandf  is  dead  ;  by  which  the  Duke, 
her  son,  gets  twelve  thousand  pounds  a-year.  The  greatest  part  of 
her  ^reat  collection  will  be  sold.. 

This  is  all  I  have  to  tell  you  or  your  nephew;  and  little  as  it  is,  I 
send  it  away  to  express  my  satisfaction  on  your  having  the  gout 
in  your  limbs,  rather  than  wait  for  more  matter,  which  probably  I 
should  not  have  soon.  I  repeat  my  earnest  desire  to  you  to  keep  your 
limbs  warm.  You  will  tell  me  perhaps  that  the  season  of  the  year 
laakes  that  counsel  unnecessary.  I  mean,  that  you  should  be  very 
careful  not  to  check  perspiration.  I  am  perfectly  recovered  from  my 
last  fit ;  and  am  persuaded  you.  will  be  so  too,  if  you  let  the  gout  take 
its  full  career.  It  comes  exactly  to  offer  you  health  ;  and,  as  your 
feet  swell,  I  presume,  upon  easy  terms.  I  have  so  good  an  opinion 
of  the  sout,.  that,,  when  lam  told  of  an  infallible  cure,  I  laugh  the 
proposal  to  scorn^  and  decfare  I  do  not  desire  to  be  cured.  I  am 
serious ;  and,  though  I  do  not  believe  there  is-  any  cure  for  that  dis- 
temper, I  should  say  the  same  if  there  w«re  one,  and  fbc  this  reason  : 
I  believe  the  gout  a  remedy,  not  a  disease ;.  and,  being  so,  no  wonder 

♦  George,  Earl  of  Orford. 

t  Liid  V  Henry  Cavendish  Holies  Harley,,  widbw  of  the  second,  and  mother  of 
the  third  Duke  of  Portland.  She  was  only  child  of  Robert,  second  Earr;of  Oz« 
ibrd,  by  the  sole  daughter  and  heiress  of  the  last  Cavendish,  Duke  of  Newcastle, 
fitHD  whom  she  inherited  that  great  estate..  She  had  made  a  vast  collection  of  na- 
tural history  and  various  other  cariosities,,  the  greater  part  of  wiiich  was  sold  by 
auction  in  the  year  following. 
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there  is  po  medicine  for  it — ^bor  do  I  desire  to  be  cured  of  a  remedy.     . 
Adieu! 
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Strawberry  Hill,  Augr.26, 1795. 

Though  I  am  delighted  to  see  your  hand  writing,  I  beg  you  will 
indulge  me  no  more  with  it.  It  fatigues  you,  and  that  gives  me  more 
pain  than  your  letters  can  give  nie  satisfaction.  Dictate  a  few  words 
on  your  health  to  your  secretary ;  it  will  suffice.  I  don't  care  a  straw 
about  the  King  and  Queen  of  Naples,  nor  whether  they  visit  your 
little  Great  Duke  and  Duchess.  I  am  glad  when  Monarchs  are  play* 
ing  with  one  another,  instead  of  scratching  :  it  is  better  they  should 
be  idle  than  mischievous.  As  I  desire  you  not  to  write*  I  cannot  be 
alarmed  at  a  strange  hand.     ^  • 

Your  philosophic  account  of  yourself  is  worthy  of  you.  Still,  I  am 
convinced  you  are  better  than  you  seem  to  think.  A  cough  is  vex- 
atious, but  in  old  persons  is  a  great  preservative.  It  is  one  of  the 
forms  in  which  the  gout  appears,  and  exercises  and  clears  the  lungs. 
I  know  actually  two  persons,  no  chickens,  who  are  always  very  ill 
if  they  have  no  annual  cough.  '  You  may  imagine  that  I  have  made 
observations  in  plenty  on  the  gout:  yes,  yes,  1  know  its  ways  and  its 
Jesuitic  evasions.  I  beg  its  pardon,  it  is  a  better  soul  than  it  appears 
to  be ;  it  is  we  that  misuse  it :  if  it  does  not  appear  with  all  its  cre- 
dentials, we  take  it  for  something  else,  and  attempt  to  cure  it.  Being 
a  remedy,  and  not  a  disease,  it  will  not  be  cured ;  and  i:  is  better  to 
let  it  have  its  way.  If  it  is  content  to  act  the  personage  of  a  cough, 
pray  humour  it :  it  will  prolong  your  life,  if  you  do  not  contradict  it 
and  fling  it  somewhere  else. 

The  Administration  has  received  a  total  defeat  in  Ireland,  which 
has  probably  saved  us  another  civil  war.  Don't  wonder  that  I  am 
continually  recollecting  my  father^s  Quieta  non  movax.  I  have 
never  seen*  that  maxim  violated  with  impunity.  They  say,  that  in 
town  a  change  of  the  Ministry  is  expected.  I  am  not  of  that  opinion  ; 
but,  indeed,  nobody  can  be  more  ignorant  than  I.  I  see  nobody  here 
but  people  attached  to  the  Court,  and  who,  however,  know  more  than 
I  do;  and  if  I  did  see  any  of  the  other  side,  they  would  not  be  able 
to  give  me  better  information;. nor  am  I  curious. 

A  stranger  event  than  a  revolution  in  polities  has  happened  at 
Paris.  The  Cardinal  de  Rohan  is  committed  to  the  Bastile  for  forging 
the  Queen's  hand  to  obtain  a  collar  of  diamonds;  Iknow  no  more  of 
the  story:  but  as  he  is  very  gallant,. it  is  guessed  {herct  I  mean)  that 
it  was  for  a  present  to  some  woman.  These  circumstances  are  little 
Apostolic,  and  will  not  prop  the  fallingChurch  of  Rome.  They  used 
to  forge  donations  and  decretials."  This  is  a  new  manoeuvre.  Nor 
were  C^dinals  wont  to  be  treated  so  Cavalierly  for  peccadilloes.. 
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Ttie  House  of  Rokan  is  under  a  cloud :  his  Eminence's  cousin,  the 
Prince  of  Guemen^,  was  forced  to  fly,  two  or  three  years  ago,  for 
being  the  Prince  of  Swindlers.  Our  Nabobs  are  not  treated  so 
roughly;  yet  I  doubt  they  collect  diamonds  stilt  more  criminally. 

Your  nephew  will  be  sorry  to  hear  that  the  Duke  of  Montrose's 
third  grandson,  Master  William  Douglas,  died  yesterdsiy  of  a  fever. 
These  poorMontroses  are  most  unfortunate  persons  1  They  had  the 
comfort  this  spring  of  seeing  Lord  Graham*  marryi  the  Duchess 
said, ''  I  thougnt  I  should  die  of  grief,  and  now  I  am  ready  to  die  of 
joy."  Lady  Graham  soon  proved  with  child,  but  soon  miscarried; 
and  the  Duke  and  Duchess  may  not  live  to  have  the  consolation  of 
seeipg  an  heir — for  we  must  hope  and  make  visions  to  the  last !  / 
am  asking  for  .samples  of  Ginori's  porcelain  at  sixty-eight!  Weill 
are  not  heirs  to  great  names  and  families  as  frail  foundations  of  hap- 
piness ?  and  what  signifies  what  baubles  we  pursue  ?  Philosophers 
make  systems,  and  we  simpletons  collections:  and  we  are  as  wise  as 
they — wiser  perhaps,  for  we  know  that  in  a  few  years  our  rarities 
will  be  dispersed  at  an  auction ;  and  they  flatter  themselves  that  their 
reveries  will  be  immortal,  which  has  happened  to  no  system  yet.  A 
curiosity  may  rise  in  value ;  a  system  is  exploded.  S»uch  reflections 
are  applicable  to  politics,  and  make  me  look  on  them  as  equally 
nugatory.  Last  year  Mr.  Fox  was  burnt  in  effigy ;  now,  Mr.  Pitt  is. 
—Oh!  my  dear^sir^  it  is  alt'a  farce  I  On  this  day^  about  a  hundred 
years  ago'(look  at  my  date,)  was  born  the  wisest  mant  I  have  seen. 
He  kept  this  country  in  peace  for  twenty  years,  and  it  flourished  ac- 
cordingly. He  injured  no  man;  was  benevolent,  good-humoured, 
and  did  nothing  but  the  common  necessary  business  of  the  State* 
Yet  was  he  burned  in  effigy  too;  and  so  traduced,  that  bis  name  is 
not  purified  yet  I — Ask  why  his  memory  is  not  in  veneration  ?  You^ 
will  be  told,  from  libels  and  trash,  that  he  was  the  Orand  Corrupter. 
— What  I  did  he  corrupt  the  nation  to  make  it  happy,  rich,  and 
peaceable  7  Who  was  oppressed  during  his  administration  ? — Those 
saints,  Bolinbroke  and  Pulteney,  were  kept  put  of  the  Paradise  of  the 
Court,  ay,  and  the  Pretender  was  kept  oul  and  was  kept  quiet.  Sir 
Robert  fell :  a  rebellioa  ensued  'm  four  years,  and  the  crown  shook 
on  the  King's  head.  The  nation,  too,  which  had  been  tolerably  cor- 
rupted before  his  time,  and  which,  with  all  its  experience  and  with 
its  eyes  opened,  has  not  cured  itself  of  being  corrupt,  is  not  quite 
80  prosperous  as  in  the  day  of  that  man,  who  it  seems  poisoned  its 
morals.  Formerly  it  was  the  most  virtuous  nation  on  earth !  Under 
Henry  the  Eighth  and  his  children,  there  was  no  persecution,  no  fluc- 
tuation of  religion :  their  ministers  shifted  their  f«ith  four  times,  and 
were  sincere  honest  men  1    There  was  bo  servility,  no  flattery,  no 

*  The  Marqais  of  Graham  married  the  eldest  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Aabbarnham. 
His  only  sister,  Lady  Lucy,  had  been  married  to  Archibald  Douglas,  the  contested 
heir  of  the  Duke  of  Douglas,  and  had  died  young,  leaving  three  sons  and  a  daughter. 
The  Duke  had  been  blind  for  thirty  years,  and  the  Duchess  was  paralytic. 

t  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  first  Earl  of  Orford,  Prime  Minister  to  George  L  and  IL 
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contempt  of  the  nation  abroad,  onder  James  tbe  First.  No  tyranny 
under  Charles  the  First  and  Laud  ;  no  factions,  no  dvil  war  I  Charles 
the  Second,  however,  brought  back  all  the  virtue  and  morality, 
which,  somehow  or  oth^r,  were  missing  I  His  brother*s  was  a  still 
more  blessed  reign,  though  in  a  different  way  1  King  William  was 
disturbed  and/ distressed  by  no  contending  factions,  and  did  not  en- 
deavour to  bribe  them  to  let  him  pursue  his  great  object  of  hum- 
bling France !  The  Duke  of  Marlborough  was  not  overborne  ia  a 
similar  and  more  glorious  career  by  a  detestable  Cabal  I — and  if  Ox- 
ford and  Bolinbroke  did  remove  him,  from  the  most  patriot  motives, 
they,  good  men  !  used  no  corruption  I  Twelve  Peerages  showered 
at  once,  to  convert  the  House  of  Lords,  were  no  bribes ;  nor  was  a  shil- 
ling issued  for  secret  services;  nor  would  a  member  of  either  House 
have  received  it !  Sir  R.  Walpole  came,  and,  strange  to  tell,  found  the 
whole  Parliament  and  every  Parliament,  at  least  a  great  majority  of 
every  Parliament,  ready  to  take  his  money.  For  what  ? — to  undo  thdr 
country ! — which,  however,  wickedly  as  he  meant,  and  ready  as  thejr 
were  to  concur,  he  left  in  every  respect  in  the  condition  he  found  it,  ex- 
cept in  being  improved  in  trade,  wealth,  and  tranquillity ;  till  ii8fiiend$ 
who  expetled  him,  had  dipped  their  poor  country  in  a  war ;  which 
was  far  from  nrtending  its  condition.  Sir  Robert  died,  foretelling  a 
rebellion,  which  happened  in  less  than  six  months,  and  for  predicting 
Ivhich  he  had  been  ridiculed  ;  and  in  detestation  of  a  maxim  ascribed 
to  him  by  his  enemies,  that  every  man  ha9  hisprice,\he  tariff  of  every 
Parliament  since  has  been  as  well  known  as  the  price  of  beef  and 
mutton;  and  the  universal  electors,  who  cry  out  against  that  traffic, 
are  not  a  jot  less  vendible  than  their  electors. — Was  not  Sir  Robeit 
Walpole  an  abominable  Minister  t 


The  man  who  certainly  provoked  Ireland  to  thinkf  is  dead— Lord 
Sackville.'*' 

90tb. 

I  see,  by  the  Gazette,  that  Lord  Cowper's  pinchbeck  principality 
is  allowed.  I  wonder  his  Highness  does  not  desire  the  Pope  to  make 
one  of  bis  sons  a  bishop  in  partibns  infidelium. 


LETTER  CCCCXXXIX: 

Strawberry  Hill,  Oct.  4, 1785. 
I  dow't  love  to  transgress  my  monthly  regularity ;  yet,  as  you  most 
prefer  facts  to  words,  why  should  I  write  when  I  have  nothing  to  tell 
you  ?    The  newspapers  themselves  in  a  peaceable  autumn  coin  won- 
ders from  Ireland,  or  live  on  the  accidents  of  the  Equinox.    They, 

•'  Lord  George  Sackville  Germaine,  third  son  of  Lionel.  Duke  of  Dorset,  who, 
when  secretary  to  his  father,  when  Lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland,  ffave  rise,  by  hi8 
haaghty  behaviour,  to  the  factions  that  have  ever  since  disturbed  that  country,  tw 
at  last  shaken  off  its  BubmisBion  to  this  country.. 
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the  newspapers*  have  been  in  high  spirits  on  the  prospect  of  a  cam- 

Eiign  in  Holland;  but  the  Dutch,  without-  pity  for  the  gazetteers  of 
urope,  are  said  t6  have  submitted  to  the  Emperor's  terms  :*  how* 
I    ever,  the  intelligence-morchants  may  trust  that  he  will  not  starve 

them  long ! 
'       Your  npighbour»  the  Queen  of  Sardinia,  it  seems,  is  dead  :  but,  if 
'   there  was  any  thing  to  say  about  her,  you  must  tell  it  to  me,  not  I  to 

you:  for,  till  she  died,  I  scarce  knew  that  she  had  been  alive. 
'       Our  Parliament  is  put  off  till  after  Christmas ;  so,  I  have  no  more 
^   resource  from  domestic  politics  than  from  foreign  wars.    For  my 
'   own  particular,  I  desire  neither.     I  live  here  in  tranquillity  and  idle- 
ness, cab  content  myself  Mrith  trifles,  and  think  the  world  is  much  the 
happier  when  it  has  nothing  to  talk  of.     Most  people  ask,  ^'  Is  there 
any  news?" — How  can  one  want  to  know  one  does  not  know  what? 
when  any  thing  has  happened,  one  hears  it. 

There  is  one  subject  on  which  I  wish  I  had  occasion  to  write ;  I 
thiok  it  long  since  I  heard  how  you  go  on :  I  flatter  myself,  as  I  have 
DO  letter  from  you  or  your  nephew,  prosperously.  I  should  prefer  a 
letter  from  him,  that  you  may  not  have  the  trouble;  and  I  shall  make 
this  the  shorter,  as  a  precedent  for  his  not  thinking  more  than  a  line 
necessary.  The  post  does  not  insist  on  a  certain  quantity :  it  is  con- 
tent with  being  paid  for  whatever  it  carries — nay,  is  a  little  unrea- 
sonable, as  it  doubles  its  price  for  a  cover  that  contains  nothing  but 
a  direction  :  and  now  it  is  the  fashion  to  curtail  the  direction  as  much 
as  possible.  Formerly,  a  direction  was  an  academy  of  compliments : 
"To  the  aiost  noble  and  my  singularly  respected  friend,*^  &c.,  &c., 
—and  then,  •'  Haste !  haste,  for  your  life,  haste  I" — Now,  we  have 
banished  even  the  monosyllable  To! •  Henry  Conway ,t  Lord  Hert- 
ford's son,  who  is  very  inrdolent,  and  has  much  humour,  introduced 
that  abridgment.  Writing  to  a  Mr.  Tighe  at  the  Temple,  he  di- 
rected his  letter  only  thus :  "  T.  Ti.  Temple" — and  it  was  delivered ! 
Dr.  Bentley  was  mightily  flattered  on  receiving  a  letter  superscribed 
"To  Dr.  Bentley  in  England."  Times  are  altered;  postmen  are 
now  satisfied  with  a  hint.    One  modern  retrenchment  is  a  blessing ; 

*  This  expected  rupture  between  Austria  and  the  United  States  of  Holland  did 
not  take  place.  The  Emperor,  perceiving  from  the  decisive  language  held  by  the 
Court  of  Versailles,  and  the  actual  assembling  of  troops  near  Luxembourg,  that  if 
he  prosecuted  his  claims  by  force  of  arms,  the  French  wuuld  support  the  Dutch 
with  all  their  power,  thought  it  more  prudent  to  seitle  the  poinu  in  dispute  by 
means  of  negotiation.  He  required,  indeed,  as  a  previous  step,  that  a  forooal 
apology  should  be  made  for  the  insult  offered  to  his  flag  by  the  seizure  of  the  brigs 
upon  the  Scheldt :  and  the  States,  not  hesitating  to  gratify  his  pride  in  this  instance, 
sent  two  of  their  nobles  to  Vienna  for  that  purpose  in  the  month  of  July.  This 
matter  being  adjusted,  conferences  were  immediately  opened  between  the  Austrian 
and  Dutch  ambassadors  at  Paris;  and  so  really  desirous  were  both  parties  of  an 
amicable  arrangement,  that  the  preliminaries  were  signed  on  the  12th  Sept.,  and 
the  definitive  treaty  on  the  8th  Nov.,  through  the  mediation  and  under  the  guaran- 
tee of  the  King  of  France." — Tomline's  Memoirs  of  Pitt — Ed. 

t  Second  son  of  Francis  Seymour  Conway,  first  Earl  of  Hertford. 
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one  is  not  obliged  to  study  for  ^n  ingenious  conclusion,  as  if  wHting 
an  epigram — oh !  no ;  nor  to  send  compliments  that  never  were  de- 
livered. I  had  a  relation  who  always  finished  his  letters  with  *'  his 
love  to  all  that  was  near  and  dear  to  us/'  though  he  did  not  care  a 
straw  for  me  or  any  of  his  family.  It  was  said  of  old  Sarah,  Duchen 
of  Marlborough,  that  she  never  put  dots  over  her  i^s,  to  save  ink: 
how  she  would  have  enjoyed  modern  economy  in  that  article!  She 
would  have  died  worth  a  thousand  farthings  more  than  she  did— Day, 
she  would  have  known  exactly  how  many ;  as  Sir  Robert  Brown* 
did,  who  calculated  what  he  had  saved  by  never  having  an  orange 
or  l^mon  on  his  sideboard.  I  am  surprised  that  no  economist  has  re- 
trenched second  courses,  which  always  consist  of  the  dearest  articles, 
though  seldom  touched,  as  the  hungry  at  least  dine  on  the  first.  Mn 
Leneve,t  one  summer  at  Houghton,  counted  thirty-six  turkey-pout8| 
that  had  been  served  up  without  being  meddled  with. 

dtfa. 
I  had  written  thus  far  yesterday.  This  minute  I  receive  yoar 
nephew's  of  Sept.  20th  ;  it  is  not  such  a  one  by  any  means  as  1  bad 
wished  for.  He  tells  me,  you  have  had  a  return  of  your  disorder- 
indeed,  he  consoles  me  with  your  recovery ;  but  I  cannot  in  a  mo- 
ment shake  off  the  impression  of  a  sudden  alarm,  though  the  cause 
was  ceased,  nor  can  a  second  agitation  calm  a  first  on  such  shattered 
nerves  as  mine.  My  fright  is  over,  but  I  am  not  composed.  I  cao- 
not  begin  a  new  letter,  and  therefbre  send  what  I  had  written.  I 
will  only  add,  what  you  may  be  sure  I  feel,  ardent  wishes  for  year 
perfect  health,  and  grateful  thanks  to  your  nephew  for  his  attention— 
he  is  rather  your  son ;  but  indeed  he  is  Gal.'s  son,  and  that  is  the 
same  thing.  How  I  love  him  for  his  attendance  on  you  I  and  how 
very  kind  he  is  in  giving  me  accounts  of  you!  t  hope  he  will 
continue ;  and  I  ask  it  still  more  for  your  sake  than  for  my  owDt 
that  you  may  not  think  of  writing  yourself.    If  he  says  but  these 

*  A  noted  miser,  who  raised  a  great  fortune  as  a  merchant  at  Venice«  tboogh  hii 
whole  wealth  when  he  went  thither  consisted  in  one  of  those  vast  wigs  (a  secoad- 
hand  one,  given  to  him)  which  were  worn  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  and  whicb 
he  sold  for  five  guineas.  He  returned  to  England,  very  rich,  in  the  reign  of  Geoiige 
It,  with  his  wij^  and  three  daughters,  who  would  have  been  great  fortunes.  The 
eldest,  about  eighteen,  fell  into  a  consumption,  and,  being  ordered  to  ride,  her&tber 
drew  a  map  of  the  by-lanes  about  London,  which  he  made  the  footman  carry  Id  bis 
pocket  and  observe,  that  she  might  ride  without  paying  a  turnpike.  When  the 
poor  girl  was  past  recovery,  9ir  Robert  sent  for  an  undertaker,  to  cheapen  her  fu- 
neral, as  she  was  not  dead,  and  there  was  a  possibility  of  her  living.  He  weot 
farther;  he  called  his  other  daughters,  and  bad  them  courtesy  to  the  undertaker, 
and  promise  to  be  his  friends ;  and  so  they  proved,  for  both  died  consumptive  io  two 
years ! 

f  A  lady  who  lived  with  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  to  take  care  of  his  youngest  daugh- 
ter. Lady  Maria,  after  her  mother's  death.  After  Sir  Robert's  death,  and  Lady 
Mary*s  marriage  with  Mr.  Churchill,  she  lived  with  Mr.  H.  Walpole  to  her  deadi. 

X  As  the  sons  of  Rajahs  in  India  are  called  Rajah  Pouts,  and  as  turkeys  cams 
from  the  East,  qaere  if  they  were  not  called  Turkey-poats,  as  an  Eastern  diniiou- 
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trords,  ''My  uncle  has  had  no  return  of  his  complaint,"  I  shall  be 
quite  happy  I     Indeed,  indeed/ 1  ask  no  mora 


LETTER  CCCCXL. 

•  Berkeley  Square,  Oct.  80, 1785. 

I  AM  a  contradiction,  yet  very  naturally  so ;  I  wish  you  not  to  write 

yourself,  and  yet  am  cfelighted  when  I  receive  a  letter  in  your  own 

band  :  however,  I  don't  desire  it  should  be  of  four  pages;  like  this  last 

of  the  11th.     When  I  have  had  the  gout,  I  have  always  written  by 

?roxy.  You  will  make  me  ashamed,  if  you  don*t  use  the  precedent, 
''our  account  of  yourself  is  quite  to  my  satisfaction.  I  approve,  too, 
of  your  not  dining  with  your  company.  Since  I  must  be  old  and 
have  the  gout,  I  have  long  turned  those  disadvantages  to  my  own 
account,  and  plead  them  to  the  utmost  when  they  will  save  me  from 
doing  any  thing  I  dislike.  I  am  so  lam^  or  have  such  a  sudden  pain, 
when  I  do  not  care  to  do  what  is  proposed  to  me !  Nobody  can  tell 
how  rapidly  the  gout  may  be  come,  or  be  gone  again ;  and  then  it  is 
so  pleasant  to  have  had  the  benefit,  and  none  of  the  anguish  I 

I  did  send  you  a  line  last  week  in  the  cover  of  a  letter  to  Lady 
Craven,  which  I  knew  would  sufficiently  tell  your  quickness  how 
much  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  for  any  attentions  to  her.  I  thought 
her  at  Paris,  and  was  surprised  to  hear  of  her  at  Florence.  She  has, 
I  fear,  been  ii^finitamente  indiscreet ;  but  what  is  that  to  you  or  me? 
She  is  very  pretty,  has  parts,  and  is  good-natured  to  the  greatest  de- 
gree ;  has  not  a  grain  of  malice  or  mischief  (almost  always  the  asso- 
ciates, in  women,  of  tender  hearts,)  and  never  has  been  an  enemy  but 
to  herself.  For  that  ridiculous  woman  Madame  Piozzi,*  and  t'other 
more  impertinent  one,t  of  whom  I  never  heard  before,  they  are  like 
the  absurd  English  dames  with  whom  we  used  to  divert  ourselves 
when  I  was  at  Florence.  As  to  your  little  knot  of  poets,  I  do  not 
hold  the  cocks  higher  than  the  hens ;  nor  would  I  advise  them  to  re- 
patriate. We  have  at  present  here  a  most  incomparable  set,  not  ex- 
actly known  by  their  names,  but  who,  till  the  dead  of  summer,  kept 
the  town  in  a  roar,  and,  I  suppose,  will  revive  by  the  meeting  of  Par- 
liament. They  have  poured  forth  a  torrent  of  odes,  epigrams,  and 
part  of  an  imaginary  epic  poem,  called  the  RoIIiad,  with  a  comment- 
ary and  notes,  that  is  as  good  as  the  Dispensary  and  Dunciad,  with 
more  ease.  These  poems  are  all  antiministerial,  and  the  authorsj; 
very  young  men,  and  little  known  or  h^ard  of  before.    I  would  send 

*  Widow  of  Mr.  Thrale,  on  whose  death  she  married  an  Talian  fiddler,  and  waa 
then  at  Florence  wuh  him. 

I  Another  Ekiglish  gentlewoman  also  there. 

X  The  principal  were  Mr.  Ellis,  Mr.  Laurence,  a  lawyer.  Col.  R.  Fitzpatrick, 
and  John  Townabend,  second  son  of  George  Viscount  Townshend. 
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thenii  but  you  would  want  too  many  keys :  and  indeed  I  want  acme 
myself;  for^  as  there  are  cootioually  allusions  to  Parliar  ntary 
speeches  and  events,  they  are  often  jobscure  to  me  till  I  get  tnem  ex- 
plained ;  and  besides,  I  do  not  knew  several  of  the  satirized  heroes 
even  by  sight :  however,  the  poetry  and  wit  make  amends,  for  they 
are  superlative. 

vNews  I  have  none,  wet  or  dry,  to  send  you :  politics  are  stagnated, 
and  pleasure  is  not  come  to  town.  You  may  be  sure  I  am  glad  that 
Caesar  is  baffled ;  I  neither  honour  nor  esteem  him.  If  he  is  prefer* 
ring  his  nephew*  to  his  brother,  it  is  using  the  latter  as  ill  as  the  rest 
of  the  world. 

Mrs.  Darner  is  again  set  out  for  the  Continent  to-day,  to  avoid  the 
winter,  which  is  already  begun  severely ;  we  have  had  snow  twica 
Till  last  year,  I  never  knew  snow  in  October  since  I  can  remember; 
which  is  no  short  time.  Mrs.  Darner  has  taken  with  her  her  cousia 
Miss  Campbell,  daughter  of  poor  Lady  William,  whom  you  knew 
and  who  died  last  year.  Miss  Campbell  has  always  lived  with  Lady 
Ailesbury,  and  is  a  very  great  favourite  and  a  very  sensible  girl.  I 
believe  they  will  proceed  to  Italy,  but  it  is  not  certain.  If  they  come 
to  Florence,  the  Great-Duke  should  beg  Mrs.  Damer  to  gfve  him 
some  thing  of  her  statuary;  and  it  would  be  a  greater  curiosity  than 
any  thing  in  his  Chamber  of  Painters.  She  has  executed  several 
marvels  since  you  saw  her;  and  has  lately  carved  two  colossal  beads 
for  the  bridge  at  Henley,  which  is  the  most  beautiful  one  in  the  world, 
next  to  the  Ponte  di  Trinita,t  and  was  principally  designed  by  her 
father,  General  Conway.  Lady  SpencerJ  draws — incorrectly  in- 
deed, but  has  great  expression.  Italy  probably  will  stimulate  her, 
and  improve  her  attention.  You  see  we  blossom  in  ruin  !  Poetry, 
painting,  statuary,  architecture,  music,  linger  here, 

on  this  sea -encircled  coast,  (Gray,) 

as  if  they  knew  not  whither  to  retreat  farther  for  shelter,  and  would 
not  trust  to  the  despotic  patronage  of  the  Attilas,§  Alarics,  Amalasuntas 
of  the  North  1  They  leave  such  heroic  scourges  to  be  decorated  by 
the  Yoltaires  and  D'Alqmberts  of  the  Gauls,  or  wait  till  by  the  im* 

f>rovement  of  balloons  they  may  be  transported  to  some  of  those  mil* 
ions  of  worlds  that  Herschell  is  discovering  every  day ;  for  this  new 
Columbus  has  thrown  open  the  great  gates  of  astronomy,  and  neither 
Spanish  inquisitors  nor  English  Nabobs  will  be  able  to  torture  and 
ransack  the  new  regions  and  their  inhabitants.    Adieu  1 

*  The  Emperor  was  supposed  to  be  endeavouring  to  get  the  eldest  son  of  bis 
brother  the  Great-Duke  elected  King  of  the  Romans. 

t  At  Florence. 

X  Lavinia  Bingham,  daughter  of  Charles  Lord  Lucan,  and  wife  of  John  second 
Earl  Spencer,  with  whom  she  was  then  in  Italy.  , 

{  Frederic  fl.,  King  of  Prussia,  Joseph  II.,  Emperor  of  Germany,  Catherine  IL| 
Empress  of  Russia,  who  bad  usurped  and  divided  great  part  of  Poland. 
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Berkeley  Square,  Dec.  4, 1'?^; 

You  and  I,  dear  sir,  h^ave  long  oat-friend-shipped  Orestes  and 
Pyiades.  Now  I  think  we  are  like  Castor  aind  Polhix ;  when  one 
rises,  t'other  sets ;  when  you  can  write,  1  cannot.  I  have  got  a  very 
sharp  attack  of  the  gout  in  my  right  band,  which  escaped  last  year, 
but  is  paying  its  arrears  now :  however,  I  hope  the  assessment  will 
not  be  general  on  all  my  limbs.  Your  being  so  well  is  a  great  'colla- 
teral comfort  to  me.  The  behaviour  of  your  nephew  is  charming 
and  unparallelled :  by  the  way,  so  is  ^r.  Croft's  ;*  and,  in  a  money- 
getting  man,  very  extraordinary.  I  don't  mean,  that  I  expect  econo- 
my/br  another  from  a  prodigal. 

For  the  Signora,t  who  has  been  so  absurd  as  to  quarrel  with  your 
nephew,  all  I  will  say  in  a  letter  is;  that  it  is  a  kind  of  indiscretion  I 
should  not  have  expected  from  her.  I  will  take  no  notice  of  know- 
ing it;  but  I  shall  drop  her  correspondence,  as  I  had  done  at  Paris. 
You  know  I  tried  to  serve  her ;  but  alas  !  how  often  are  ypu  punished 
by  my  most  harmless  intentions!  I  wonder  how  our  Ministers 
ajnroad  have  patience  with  the  extravagances  of  their  compatriots :  I 
have  not,  1  am  sure.  Well !  I  will  plant  her  there  With  a  slight  al- 
teration of  the  two  last  lines  of  Paradise  Lost : 

The  world  is  all  bef<^re  her,  where  to  choose 
Her  place  of  rest-^  Jm*provideoce  lier  guide. 

On  your  political  rumours;]:  I  shall  not  descant,  though  (hey  announce^  ' 
on  one  side,  an  intention  of  opening  a  vast  scene ;  and,  on  the  other,  a 
determination  to  embarrass  it :  but  as  I  recede  from  life,  I  look  at  dis- 
tant objects  through  the  diminishing  end  of  a  telescope,  which  re- 
duces them  to  a  point.  On  this  side  of  our  asterism  I  know  nothing* 
Hv  own  chamber,  and  the  next,  contain  my  whole  map ;  and  two 
sides  of  a  sheet  of  paper  are  volume  enough  for  its  history.     Adieu  i 


LETTER  CCCCXLH. 

Berkeley  Square,  Dec.  13, 1785- 
I  HAVE  this  minute  received  yoprs  of  the  25th  of  last  month ;  and 
though  I  cannot  write  with  my  own  hand,  (which,  however,  is  vastly 
better,  and  getting  well,)  I  must  say  a  few  words.    You  surely  know 

♦  A  banker. 

t  An  English  Lady  mentioned  in  the  preceding  letter. 

\  A  report  that  the  Empress  of  Russia  was  going  to  send  a  fleet  against  ConBtao- 
tinopJe,  and  that  the  Kings  of  Spain  and  France  had  enjoined  the  Ring  of  Naples  to 
shut  bis  ports  against  it. 
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me  too  well  to  suppose  for  a  minute  that  any  thing  could  hart  you  or 
your  nephew  in  my  afTection  or  esteem;  much  less  the  ravings  of 
such  an  avehtuHhe.  I  have  received  two  letters  from  her  on  the 
subject,  and  I  can  want  no  other  evidence  to  condemn  her.  Her  be- 
haviour is  little  more  than  absurd,  and  her  Knight's  interference  y 
met  Ic  combkf 

You  may  depend  upon  it,  I  shall  totally  drop  the  correspondence^ 
but  shall  never  own  that  I  know  a  word  of  the  matter ;  and  I  beg 
that  you  and  your  nephew  will  say  th^t  I  never  mentioned  the  afiair 
to  you,  particularly  not  to  the  person*  whom  the  dame  acquainted 
that  she  had  complained  to  me.  I  have  reasons  for  what  I  say, 
which  I  cannot  explain  in  a  letter. 

I  am  overjoyed  to  see  your  writing  so  firm,  and  to  hear  you 
again  dine  at  table ;  but  I  beseech  you  not  to  abate  any  attention  to 
your  health.  My  surgeon  (for  I  have  been  obliged  to  have  one 
for  my  hand)  has  wanted  me  for  these  two  days  to  go  out  and 
take  the,  air;  but  I  have  positively  refused,  for  I  got  two  relapses  last 
winter  by  venturing  out  too  soon.  I  had  rather  be  confined  ten  days 
more  than  are  necessary,  than  recommence.,  I  have  great  patience 
whenever  the  fit  comes;  but  a  relapse  puts  me  into  despair.  I  most 
finish,  for  your  letter  did  not  arrive  till  past  seven ;  mine  must  go  to 
the  ofiice  by  nine ;  and,  about  eight,  people  drop  in  to  me :  but  I 
would  not  lose  a  minute  before  I  answered  yours. 


LETTER  CCCCXLin. 

Berkeley  Square,  Jan.  8, 1786. 
I  THINK,  ray  dear  sir,  that  you  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  I  am  getting 
free  from  my  parenthesis  of  gout,  which,  though  I  treat  it  as  an  inter- 
lude, has  confined  me  above  six  weeks,  and  for  a  few  days  was  very 
near  being  quite  serious.  It  began  by  my  middle  finger  of  this  hand, 
with  which  I  am  now  writing,  discharging  a  volley  of  chalk,  which 
brought  on  gout  and  an  inflammation,  and  both  together  swelled  my 
arm  almost  to  my  shoulder.  In  short,  I  was  forced  to  have  a  sur- 
geon. But  last  week  my  finger  was  delivered  of  a  chalk-stone  as 
big  as  a  large  pea,  and  now  I  trust  the  wound  will  soon  heal;  and  in 
every  other  respect  I  am  quite  well,  and  propose  taking  the  air  in  two 
or  three  days,  if  the  weather  grows  dry :  but  for  two  days  we  have 
a  deluge  of  rain,  and  solid  fogs  after  ten  days  of  snow,  and  a  severer 
frost  than  any  of  last  winter.  I  hope  you  are  as  well  as  I  am,  with- 
out having  had  so  grave  an  intermezzo.  However,  I  do  not  like 
your  inundation  of  English  peerages  ;t  and  I  cannot  enough  applaud 

*  An  English  Lord,  who  happened  to  be  then  at  Florence,  and  of  whom  Mr. 
W&lpole  had  no  favourable  opiaion. 

t  The  Duchess  Dowager  of  Ancaster,  Lord  and  Lady  Spencer,  Lord  and  Lady 
Bulkeley,  were  then  just  arrived,  or  were  expected  at  Florence. 
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yoar  two  nephews  for  staying,  and  relieving  you  of  so  much  of  the- 
load..  I  doubt  you  will  have  more  fatigue,  for  I  bear  the  Duke  and 
Duchess  of  Gloucester  are  going  to  Rome;  and  the  other  princely 
pair"*"  are  at  Naples :  but  I  hope  you  will  not  prefer  etiquette  to  your 
regimen.  I  make  it  a  rule,  since  I  musi  be  old  and  infirm,  to  plead 
age  and  ill-health  against  any  thing  that  is  inconvenient.  You  will  see 
two  other  English  with  pleasure,  as  they  will  give  you  no  trouble,— > 
Mrs.  Damer,  and  her  cousin  Mi9s  Campbell,  daughter  of  poor  Lady 
William,  whom  you  knew.  The  latter  has  sdways^^ived  with  Mr. 
Conway  and  Lady  Ailesbury,  who  are  as  fond  of  her  ae^of  their  own^ 
daughter ;  and  indeed  she  is  a  very  amiable,  sensible  young  woman., 
lo  truth,  the  exports  from  this  country  are  incredible  :  Fra^ic,  Nice,. 
Switzerland,  swarm  with  us — and  not  aU,  as  you  have  lately  experi- 
enced, raise  our  credit.     Gaming  has  transported  half. 

I  ought  to  have  thanked  you  sooner  for  your  last,  as  it  announced' 
some  kind  china  from  you ;  but,  besides  the  hindrance  of  my  lame 
hand,  I  wished  to  say  I  had  received  it,  for  indeed  I  had  nothing  else 
to  tell  you.  My  confinement,,  and  the  depopulation  of  London,  which, 
is  still  a  desertj^couldprodace-buta  very  barren  letter.  I  know  no- 
thing of  the  Continent  but  from  our  newspapersi  the  last  intelligence^ 
in  the  world  Mo  be  trusted.  They  are  commoursewers  of  lies^, 
scandal,  abuse,  and  blunders.  What  nmst  Europe  think  of  us  from^ 
our  travellers,  and  from-  our  own  accounts  of  ourselves? — Oh  I  not 
much  worse  than  we  deserve !  The  maib  from  France  was  robbed 
last  night  in  Pail-Mall,  at  half  an-  hour  after  eight — yeSf  in  the  great 
thoroughfare  of  London,  and  within  call  of  the  guard  at  the  Palace.> 
The  chaise  had  stopped^  the  harness  was  cut^  and  the  portmanteaa 
was  taken  out  of  the  chaise  itself.  A  courier  is  gone  to  Paris  for  a 
eopy  of  the  despatch.  What  think  you  of  banditti  in  the  heart  of  such: 
a  capital?  yet  »t  Dublin,  I  believe,  the  outrages  are  ten  times  more 
enormous.  Methtnks  we  are  not  much^  more  civilized  than  the  ages> 
when  the  Marches  of  Wales  and  Scotland  were  theatres  of  rapine. 

fiCiss  Molesworth,  whom  you  saw  a  few  years  ago  with  her  aunt 
Lady  Lucan,  and  her  cousin*  Lady  Spencer,  is  jiist  married,  to  Mr.. 
Prattr  Lord  Camden'^-son. 

I  think,  this  is  pretty  well  written  for  a  hand  that  has  still  more 
ahalk-stones  on  il  than  joints^and  its  middle  finger  wrapped  up.f  In 
truth,  I  have  suffered  very  little  pain,  nor  lost  an  hour's  sleep  but  for 
three  nights^    Confinement  and  debility  in  my  limbs^ are  grievances,. 

*  The  Ddke  and.  Duchess  of  Cumberland. 

t  Walpole,  however,  endured  his  sufferings  with  eztraordinarf  patience.  In  a 
ieUer  to  her  sister,  dated  Fdb.  17, 1786,  Mrs.  Hannah  More  thus  writes:  *'  I  made 
poor  Vesey  go  with  roe  on  Saturday  to  see  Mr.  Walpole,  who  has  had  a  long  ill- 
ness. Notwithstanding  his  suff^rinffs.  I  never  found  him  so  pleasant,  so  witty,  and 
so  entertaining^  He  said  a  thousand  diverting  things  about  Florio,  but  accused  me 
of  having  imposed  on  the  world  by  a.  dedication /u II  of  falsehood,  meaning  the  com- 
^inent  to  himself.  I  never  knew  a  man  suffer  pain  with  such  entire  patience.**—*. 
Wemoira  of  Mf8»  Hannah. More,. voL  ii..p.  ll.—Eo. 

32* 
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no  doubt,  or  I  should  not  think  the  gout  so  violent  an  evil  as  it  is 
reckoned ;  at  least,  in  the  quantity  1  have  undergone  in  thirty  years 
the  toial  of  pain  has  not  been  very  considerable.  It  has  very  seldom 
lowered  my  spirits;  and,  the  hioment  the  fever  is  gone,  I  can  sleep 
without  end,  day  and  night.  I  am  complimented  on  my  patience— 
but  what  merit  is  there  in  patience,  when  one  is  not  awake,  or  not 
in  much  pain,  and  not  apt  to  be  out  of  humour  ?  You  I  have  seen  pa- 
tient, and  never  out  of  humour,  though  in  torture.  In  fact,  if*peoplo 
of  easy  fortunes  cannot  bear  illness  with  temper,  what  are  the  poor 
to  do,  who  have  none  of  our  comforts  and  alleviations !  The  afflo- 
ent,  I  fear,  do  not  consider  what  a  benefit-ticket  has  fallen  to  their 
lot  out  of  millions  'not  so  fortunate ;  yet  less  do  they  reflect  that 
chance,  not  merit,  drew  the  prize  out  of  the  wheel. 

9th. 
I  have  seen  a  person  from  the  Custom-house,  who  tells  me  the 
Lively  is  not  expected  before  February :  when  it  arrives,  I  will  thank 
you  again  for  the  china. 


LETTER  CCCCXUV. 

Berkeley  Square,  Feb.  13, 11^ 
If  I  was  to  talk  of  what  has  occupied  most  of  my  thoughts  for  these 
last  three  months,  it  would  be  of  myself;  but  that  is  not  a  subject  with 
which  I  ought  to  harass  others,  and  therefore  I  shall  be  brief  on  it. 
A  finger  of  each  hand  has  been  pouring  out  a  hail  of  chalk-stones  and 
liquid  chalk ;  and  the  first  finger,  which  I  hoped  exhausted,  last  week 
opened  again  and  threw  out  a  cascade  of  the  latter,  exactly  with  the 
effort  6{  a«  pipe  that  bursts  in  the  street :  the  gout  followed*  and  has 
swelled  both  hand  and  arm ;  and  this  codicil  will  cost  me  at  least 
three  weeks.  I  must  persuade  myself,  if  I  can,  that  these  explosions 
will  give  me  some  repose;  but  there  are  too  many  chalk-eggs  in  the 
other  fingers  not  to  be  hatched  in  succession.  • 

I  have  bad  no  occasion  at  least,  my  dear  sir,  to  double  my  lamea- 
tation  on  your  account.  Mrs.  Darner  and  Miss  Campbell  have  sent 
Lady  Ailesbury  the  most  pleasing  accounts  of  your  heahh,  and  the 
warmest  encomiums  on  your  and  your  nephew's  kindness  to  them. 
I  must  thrust  myself  into  a  share  of  the  gratitude;  for,  with  all  their 
merit  and  your  benevolence,  I  do  not  believe  you  forgot  the  pleasure 
you  was  giving  me. 

There  are  reports  that  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Gloucester  are 
going  to  Rome,  but  we  do  not  know  it  certainly.  Our  newspapers 
have  been  pleased  twice  lately  to  kill  his  Royal  Highness;  but  though 
thev  murder  characters  and  reputations,  they  cannot  take  away  lives; 
and  indeed  they  themselves  are  so  lost  to  all  credit,  that  even  the  first 
notification  made  no  impression. 
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Though  the  Parliament  has  heen  some  time  opened,  it  does  not 
furnish  a  paragraph.  There  have  been  three  or  four  times  some 
angry  speeches,  but  no  long  debate  .or  division.  The 'Opposition 
seems  very  inactive,  but  promises  some  vivacity  on  Indian  affairs. 
Mr.  Eden's  desertion  has  been  the  chief  topic  of  politics,  and  on  his 
sobject  the  newspapers  have  been  so  profuse  that  I  can  make  no  ad- 
ditions to  them. 

Since  I  began  this;  I  have  received  yours  of  the  28th  past ;  and 
though  your  account  of  yourself  is  exceedingly  welcome  and  pleas- 
ing, I  am  much  grieved  that  your  excellent  nephews  are  leaving  you : 
I  am  sure  they  cannot  hefp  it,  for  they  Kave  shown  how  nfiuch  they 
prefer  attending  and  saving  you  trouble.  -.For  trouble,  I  hope  you 
will  totally  dispet)se  with  it :  your  age,  indispostion,  and  fifty  years 
of  exertion  of  duties,  benevolence,  at)d  aMentions  to  all  the  world,  de- 
mand and  claim  a  quietus;  and,  if  I  have  any  weight  with  you,  I  en- 
join your  taking  it  out.  If  their  RR.  HH.  of  Gloucester  pass  through 
Florence,  I  do  hope  and  beg  that  with  all  your,  public  and  private 
zeal  you  will  not  exert  a  strength  you  have  not  in  doing  honours; 
they,  I  am  sure,  will  not  expect  it  from  you ;  and,  when  one's  own 
health  is  at  stake,  dignities  are  a  joke.  When  I  am  ill,  I  look  on 
Royalties  as  I  do  when  I  see  them  on  the  stage,  as  pageants  void  of 
reality:  what  signifies  whether  they  are  composed  of  velvet  and  er-< 
mine,  or  of  buckram  and  tinsel?  If  death  opens  one's  eyes  to  the 
emptiness  of  glories  here,  sickness  surely  ought  at  least  to  open  one 
eye.  YoiHr  sweet  nature  does  not  think  so  roughly  as  mine,  and  there- 
fore I  prescribe  stronger  doses  to  you,  which  I  hope  self-preservation 
will  persuade  you  to  follow.  Mr.  Dutens*  was  here  yesterday,  and 
talked  to  me  for  an  hour  on  all  your  good  qualities;  and  charmed 
me  by  describing  how  the  people  of  Florence,  as  you  pass  along  the 
streets,  show  you  to  one  another  with  fondness  and  respect. 

I  am  obliged  to  you  for  your  accounts  of  the  House  of  Albany  ;f 
but  that  extinguishing  family  can  make  no  sensation  here  when  we 
have  other  guess-maiterj:  to  talk  of  in  a  higher  and  more  flourishing 
race:  and  yet  were  rumour — ay,  much  mofe  than  rumour,  every 
voice  in  England — to  be  credited,  the  matter,  somehow  or  other, 
reaches  even  from  London  to  Rome.  I  know  nothing  but  the  buzz 
of  the  day,  nor  can  say  more  upon  it :  if  I  send  you  a  riddle,  fame, 
or  echo  from  so  many  voices^  will  soon  reach  you  and  explain  the  en- 
igma; though  I  hope  it  is  essentially  void  of  truth,  and  that  appear- 
ances rise  from  a  much  more  common  cause. 

The  swelling  of  my  hand  is  much  abated  since  I  began  to  dictate 
this  yesterday.    The  day  has  been  so  vernal,  that  'my  surgeon  would 

'  *  A  French  Protestant  clergyman,  who  had  been  employed  in  the  embassy  at 
Turin  under  Mr.  Mackenzie  and  Lord  Mountstu&rt,  and  author  of  several  works.  • 
t  The  Pretender's  family, 
t  The  coonezion  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  with  Mrs.  Fitsberbert.    . 


380  THE  HON.  HORACE  WALPOLE 

have  persuaded  me  to  take  the  air ;  but  I  am  such  a  coward  about 
relapses,  that  t  would  not  venture.    Adieu  I 


LETTER  CCCCXLV. 

BeFkeley  Square*  Afarch  16, 1786. 
Your  short  letter  on  losing  your  two  amiable  nephews  ffave  me 
great  pain  for  you/  my  dear  sir.  As  Sir  Horace  generally  hires 
foit'winds,  I  expected  him  the  nexi  day :  but  as  the  snow  had  en- 
gaged the  whole  stable  of  easi-winds  for  this  last  month,  he  is  DOta^ 
rived  yet,  nor  Ginori's  china  neither,  which  ought  to  have  been  here 
in  February ;  and  which  disappointment  contributed  to  delay  my 
thanks,  though  I  can  say  already  that 


-TuU  Duoc  Omoia  plena 


Two  additional  causes  have  concurred  in  my  silence :  I  had  notliiog 
new  to  tell  you;  add,  till  within  these  ten  days,  my  poor  lame  aod 
cold  hands  could  not  move  a  pen.  Our  second  winter  has  been  bitter; 
and,  though  my  chalk-mines  were  exhausted  for  the  present,  I  did 
not  dare  to  stir  out,  nor  have  yet  been  abroad  in  a  morning  but  three 
times ; — and  yesterday  we  had  a  new  codicil  of  snow.  Our  great 
roads,  spacious  and  lei'el  as  they  are,  are  almost  impassable. 

London  has  been  very  calm,  both  politically  and  fashionably.  Mr. 
Pitt  lost  a  question,  by  the  Speaker^  vote  only,  on  a  large  plan  of 
fortifications  which  the  Minister  had  adopted  to  please  the  Duke  of 
Richmond.  Mo^t  other  debates  roll  on  the  affair  of  Mr.  HastingSi 
who  is  black-washed  by  the  Opposition,  and  is  to  be  white-washed  by 
the  House  of  Commons.  I  do  not  know  who  is  guilty  or  innoceol; 
but  I  have  no  doubt  but  India  has  been  blood-washed  by  our  couDtry* 
men  I 

The  present  subject  of  the  day  Comes  from  a  country  where  there 
reigns  as  little  equity,  and  more  avowed  barbarism^  than  in  India. 
The  hero  is  a  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  grandson  of  Lord  Hervey,.  and  con- 
sequently nephew  of  his  Eminence  the  Episcopal  Earl  of  Bristol-^'nor  is 
the  nepotism  unworthy  of  the  uncle.  England^  as  well  as  Ireland, 
has  long  rung  with  Fitzgerald's  exploits,  who  has  just  committed 
murders  that  would  be  almost  unparalleled^if  a  few  years  ago  he  bad 
not  attempted  the  life  of  his  own  father,  who  was  defended  by  an- 
other son^-.and  yet  neither  father  nor  brother  were  much  better  than 
th^  assassin*  The  particulars  of  the  present  tragedy  are  too  long 
ioF'ii  letter,  and  unnecessary,  as- they  are  all  in  the  newspapers.  By 
this  time  Fitzgerald  is  hanged,  or  rescued^  or  dead  of  his  wounds; 
for  the  friends  of  the  murdered  broke  into  the  prison,. and  gave  Fitz- 
gerald many  wouads^but  did. not  despatch  him,. as  he  haalong  wora. 
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a  waistcoat  lined  with  elastic  gum»  which  had  vay  honowrhbly  saved 
his  life  formerly*  when  shot  in  a  duel.  Thia  savage  story  is  a  little 
relieved  by  Cagliostro's  Mefnorial*  and  by  the  exhibition  of  Made- 
moiselle la  Chevali^re  D'£on,  who  is  come  oven  I  trouble  myself 
little  to  inquire  into  either  'of  their  histories'— one  shall  never  know 
the  real  truth  of  either;  and  what  avails  it  to  scrutinize  what  is  un« 
fathomable  ?  What  signifies  exploringi  ^hen  at  last  one's  curiosity 
may  rest  on  error  ?     ' 

I  have  a  pleasanter  theme  for  my  own  satisfadtion :  Captain  Hush 
Conway»  a  younger  son  of  Lord  Hertford,  is  going  to  marfy  Lady 
Horatio  Waldegrave.^  He  is  one  of  the  first  marine  characters*  and 
has  every  quality  that  would  adorn  any  profession  v  but  the  striking 
reseaiblaoce  between  the  lovers  are  good-nature  and  beauty.  Lord 
Hertford  is  as  much  charmed  with  the  match  as  1  am ;  and  we  flatter 
ourselves  the  Duchess«  to  whom  a- courier  is  gone,  and  for  whose 
consent  they  wait*  will  approve  of  it  too*  though  it  will  not  be  an 
opulent  alliance.    Their  RR.  HH.  are  at  Milan. 

Lord  and  Lady  Spencer  are  arrived* — and  now  I  suppose  the  ad- 
ventures of  a  certain  Ladyf  and  her  Cougin  Vernon,  which  I  have 
kept  profoundly  secret,  will  be  public.  I  have  lately  received  a  let- 
ter from  ihfi  JLady  from  Peterahurgh :  luckily,  she  gave  me  no  direc- 
tion to  her,  DO  more  than  from  Venice ;  so*  if  necessary*  I  shall  plead 
that  I  did  not  know  whether  I  must  direct  next  to  Grand  Cairo,  or 
Constantinople*  Petersburgh  I  think  a  very  congenial  asylum  ;  the 
Sovereign  has  already  fostered  the  Ducal  Countess  of  Bristol — for  in 
the  family  of  Hervey  double  dignities  couple  with  facifity.  Formerly 
our  outlaws  used  to  concentre  at  Boulogne ;  they  are  now  spread  over 
the  face  of  the  eyth.  Mr.  Vemon^s  Vousin  tells  me  she  has  been 
also  at  Warsaw  !  that  she  showed  the  King  a  letter  of  mine*  who  put 
it  into  his  pocket*  translated  it  into  French  (though  returning  the  ori- 
rinal,)  and  would  send  it  to  his  sister  the  Princess  Czartoriski  at 
Vienna:— so,  I  may  see  it  in  an  Utrecht  Gazette  I  I  know  not 
what  it  contained  ;  however*  I  comfort  myself  that  I  have  never 
dealt  with  my  heroine  but  in  compliments  or  good  advice :  but  this 
comes  of  corresponding  with  strolling  Roxanas. 

I  have  very  lately  been  lent  a  volume  of  poems,  composed  and 
printed  at  Florence*  in  which  anotherof  our  ex-lieroines,  Mrs.  Piozzi,;]: 
has  a  considerable  share :  her  associates,  three  of  the  English  bards 
who  assisted  in  the  little  garland  which  Ramsay  the  painter  sent  me. 
The  present  is  a  plump  octavo ;  and*  if  you  have  not  sent  me  a  copy  by 
your  nephew,  I  should  be  glad  if  you  could  get  one  for  me :  not  for  the 
merit  of  the  verses,  which  are  moderate  enough,  and  faint  imitations 

*  Tbird  daughter  of  the  Duchess  of  Gloucester  by  her  first  husband,  James,  Earl 
of  Waldegrave.  Lady  Horalia  and  Captain  Conway  were  second  cousins,  once 
removed. 

t  Elizabeth  Berkeley,  Lady  Craven,  sister  of  the  Earl  of  Berkeley. 

i  Widow  of  Mr.  Thrale,  a  great  brewer,  remarried  to  Pioczi,  an  Italian  fiddler. 
She  bad  broken  with  Sir  Horace,  becaoae  he  could  not  invite  her  husband  with  the 
Italian  nobility. 
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of  our  good  poets ;  but  for  a  short  and  sensible  and  genteel  preface 
by  La  Piozzi,  from  whom  I  have  just  'seen  a  very  clever  letter  to 
Mrs.  Montagu,  to  disavow  a  jackanapes  who  has  lately  made  anotie 
here,  one  Boswell,  by  anecdotes  of  Dr.  Johnson,  in  ^  day  or  two 
we  expect  another  collection  by  the  same  Signora. 

Though  I  ask  for  that  volun^e,  it  made  me  very  indignant.  Though 
that  constellation  of  ignesfatui  have  flattered  one  another  as  if  they 
were  real  stars,  I  turned  over  the  whole  set  of  verses,  (though  I  did 
not  read  a  quarter^)  and  could  not  find  the  only  name  I  expected  to 
see — yours.  What  stocks  and  stones! — more  insensible  than  their 
predecessors,  who  danced  to  Orpheus! — who  lived  under  the  shade 
of  your  virtues,  and  could  drink  of  the  stream  of  your  humanity,  be- 
nevolence, and  attentions,  and  not  attempt  to  pay  one  line  to  gratitode. 
If  you  send  me  the  book,  I  think  I  will  burn  all  but  the  preface. 

I  hope  the  spring  will  recruit  your  spirits,  though  it  cannot  replace 
your  nephews!  I  am  very  impatient  for  their  arrival.  My  owa 
gout  is  gone,  the  chalk  suspended  for  the  present,  and,  except  beiqg 
six  months  older  than  Methusalem  in  point  of  strength,  I  am  as  wal 
as  I  ever  am.* 

17ih. 

Your  nephews  are  arrived ;  I  have  seen  Sir  Horace,  be  will  write 
to  you  to-night  himself.    Adieu  ! 


LETTER  CCCCXLVL 

Berkley  Square,  March  28, 178a 
This  is  but  a  codicil  to  my  letter  of  last  week,  and  only  to  tell  yon 
that  the  Lively  is  arrived,  and  that  I  have  received  the  vases  and 
books ;  and,  by  the  courier,  your  letter  of  the  lOtb.  The  form  of  the 
vases  is  handspme;  the  porcelain  and  the  gilding  ipferior  to  ours,  and 
both  to  tho^e  of  France;  as  \\\^  paste  of  ours  at  Bristol,  Worchester^ 
and  Derby  is  superior  to  all  but  that  of  Saxony.  The  Frenclwexcel 
us  all  in  ornaments  of  taste — I  mean,  in  such  ornaments  as  do  oot 
rise  to  serious  magnificence ;  but  they  must  keep  within  doors :  tbejr 
may  deck  dress,  furniture,  china,  and  snuflf-boxes ;  but  buikiinga,  citie% 
gardens,  will  not  allow  of  spangles.  ^  . 

You  have  not  told  me  whether  the  vases  are  of  Ginori's  or  the 

*  Notwithstanding  his  increasing  infirmities,  however,  it  would  appear  thmt  his 
good  Bpirita  remain^ ;  for  Mrs.  Hannah  More  thus  speaks  of  him  about  tbii  tl«e» 
April  1786 : — "*  Neither  years  nor  sufferings  can  abate.the  entertaining  powers  of  the 
pleasant  Horace,  which  rather  improve  than  decay;  though  he  himself  says  he  is 
only  fit  to  be  a  milkwoman,  as  the  chalk-stones  at  bis  fingers'  ends  qoalify  him  for 
nothing  but  acoring,  but  he  declares  he  will  uot  bs  a  Bristol  mt^ftwonum-*'*— Me-^ 
moirs  oif  Mrs.  Uanoah  Mare,  voK  il  p.  ISl — 


70  SIR  HORACS  MANfl.  383 

Greai-Duke's  manufacture;  I  imagine^  of  tlie  former*:  but  T  shall 
ifik  your  nephew  when  he  returns  to  Londou.  I  thank  you,  loo,  for 
the  volume  of  poems  by  the  Quadrupk  ^UicawCf  which,  in  my  last»  I 
bave  begged  you  to  send  me ;  a  wish  you  had  anticipated*  In  the 
case  there  were  also,  four  copies  of  the  Panegyric  on  Captain  Cook* 
^id  you  mean  any  of  the  copies  for  any  particular  persons  ? — and 
the  poem  on  Lord  Robert  Manners.    Once  more,  thanks  for  all  I 

Two  days  ago  appeared  Madame  Piozzi's  Anecdotes  of  Dr.  John-. 
SOD.  Lam  lamentably  disappointed— in  her,  I  ipean ;  not  in  him.  I 
hftd  coDceived  a  favourable  opinion  of  her  capacity.  But  this  new 
book  is  wretched  ;  a  high  varnished  preface  to  a  heap  of  rubbish,  in 
a  very  vulgar  style,  and  too  void  of  method  even  for  such  a  farrago. 
Her  penegyric  is  loud  fn  praise  of  her  hero;  *and  almost  every  fact 
she  relates  disgraces  him.  She  allows  and  proves  he  was  arrogant, 
yet  affirms  he  was  not  proud ;  as  if  arrogance  were  not  the  flower  of 
pride.  A  man  may  be  proud,  and  may  conceal  it;  if  he  is  arrogant, 
he  declares  he  is  proud.  She,  and  all  Johnson's  disciples,  seem  to 
bave  taken  his  brutal  contradictions  for  bom-mots.  Some  of  his  own 
works  show  that  he  had,  at  times,  strong,  excellent  sense ;  and,  that 
be  bad  the  virtue  of  charity  to  a  high  degree,  is  indubitably  r  but  his 
friends  (of  whom  he  made  woful  choice)  have  taken  care  to  let  the 
world  know,^that  in  behaviour  he  was  an  ill-natured  bear,  and  in 
opinions  as  senseless  a  bigot  as  an  okl  washerwoman— a  brave  com- 
position for  a  philosopher !  Let  me  turn  from  such  a  Hottentot  to 
his  reverse— to  you ;  to  you,  the  mild,  benevolent,  beneficent  friend 
of  mankind,  and  the  true  contented  philosopher  in  every  stage.  Your 
last  resigned  letter  is  an  antidote  to  all  Johnson's  coarse,  meditated, 
offensive  apophthegms. 

As  spring  must  be  arrived  in  Italy,  though  postponed  again  here  by 
movi^  frosts,  and  east*winds,  I  trust  your  cough  will  be  softened,  if 
■ot  removed.  I  scarce  can  bring  myself  to  hope  it  quite  cured.  My 
k>Dg  observation  has  persuaded  me  that  a  cough,  though  a  vexatious 
temedy,  is  a  preservative  of  elderly  persons,  from,  exercising  and 
clearing  the  breast  and  lungs.  I  know  two  or  three,  who  for  years 
bave  bad  a  constant  cough  in  winter,  and  who  have  dangerous  ill* 
XKsses  if  it  does  not  reluro  in  its  season. 

Thank  you  for  the  Leyden  Gazette ;  the  theme*  is  still  very  rife, 
but  with  no  new  event,  though  colitradictory  reports  are  coined  every 
day :  I  do  not  repeat  them,  for  I  know  not  which  are  true,  nor  whe- 
tber  any  are. 

I  interest  myself  much  more  in  the  slight  shown  to  your  nephew : 
it  surprised  me,  for  I  thought  that  ht  at  least  was  acceptible.  Your 
nephew's  delicacy  was  silent  to  me ;  and  so  must  I  be  by  the  post. 

I  have  at  last  been  paid  my  fortune  by  my  nephew— just  forty 
years  after  my  father's  death  I  The  only  surviving  son  of  that 
Grand  Corrupter,  who  plundered  England,  has,  after  forty  years,  re- 

•  Conoexion  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  Mrs.  Fitxherbert, 
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ceived  four  thousand  pounds  r  which,  with  three  thousand  more,  is 
'  all  I  have  ever  had  from  my  father's  family !— yet  calumny  will  not 
blush,  but  repeat  the  lie !  My  nephew,  or  Luca«,  have  acted  like 
themselves,  and  have  jockied  me  x)ut  of  six  hundred  pounds  by  a 
finesse  in  the  bond,  by  dating  it  three  years  later  than  it  should  have 
been,  and  which  my  negligence  had  overlooked ;  and,  therefore,  I 
may  blame  myself.  Lucas,  who  extorted  from  Mozzi  interest  upon 
interest  against  my  opinion,  took  care  not  to  offer  it  to  me,  though 
the  case  is  si<nilar,  except  that  mine  would  have  been  much  less ;  aod 
you  may  be  sure  I  would  not  ask  for  what  I  would  not  have  except- 
ed,>,as  I  disapprove  such  extortion,  and  should  be  sorry  to  resemble 
them.  The  purport  too  of  the  bond  was  curious.  £ucas  did  not 
know  that  my  eldest  brother  had  paid  me  one  thousand  pounds  of 
my  fortune,  and  drew  the  bond  for  five  thousand.  I  would  not  ac- 
cept  it,  but  made  him  draw  it  for  four  thousand.  I  will  do  him  the 
justice  to  acknowledge  that  he  said,  "  Oh,  my  Lord  would  pay  me 
the  whole."  I  replied,  "  I  would  not  be  paid  twice ;  I  knew,  if  iheg 
did  not,  that  I  had  received  one  thousand :"  and  so,  because  I  would 
not  accept  of  what  was  not  due  to  me,  they  curtailed  the  interest 
that  ought  to  be  my  due !  Well !  I  have  done,  with  them,  and  so  shall 
you  of  hearing  of  them. 

29th. 

I  have  effaced  two  lines  that  I  had  written,  because  upon  recollec- 
tion I  can  account  better  for  what  happened.  There  is  a  gentle- 
woman* in  the  world  who,  a  very  few  years  ago,  tried  to  captivate 
your  nephew.  'She  has  had  better  success,  I  believe,  lately  in  aDOtber 
place,  though  less  to  her  honour.  I  ascribe  to  her  the  coldness;  and 
dare  to  say,  that  a  third  personf  did  not  know  any  thing  of  the  mat- 
ter.    I  imas:ine  you  will  have  this  mystery  explained,  like  another. 

Signora  riozzi's  book  is  not  likely  to  gratify  her  expectation  of 
renown.  There  is  a  Dr.  Woolcot,J  a  burlesque  bard,  who  had  ridi- 
culed highly,  and  most  deservedly,  another  of  Johnson's  biographic 
zanies,  one  Boswell;  he  has  already  advertised  an  eclogue  between 
Bozzi  and  Piozzi,  to  be  published  next  week;  and,  indeed  there  is 
ample  matter.  The  Signora  talks  of  her  Doctor's  eaopanded  mind, 
and  has  Contributed  her  mite  to  show  that  never  mind  was  narrower. 
In  fact,  the  poor  man  is  to  be  pitied  :  he  was  mad,  and  his  disciples 
did  not  find  it  out,  but  have  unveiled  all  his  defects;  nay,  have  ex- 
hibited all  his  brutalities  as  wit,  and  his  lowest  conundrums  as  hu- 
mour. Judge ! — The  Piozzi  relates,  that  a  young  man  asking  him 
where  Palmyra  was,  he  replied,  "  In  Ireland ;  it  was  a  bog  planted 

*  Lady  Almeria  Carpenter,  Lady  of  the  Bed-chamber  to  the  Duchess  of  GloDceeter, 
and  mistress  of  the  Duke. 

t  The  Duchess,  who  did  not  know  of  Sir  H.  Mann,  jun.  being  at  Genoa,  where 
the  Duke  would  not  see  him.^ 

\  The  well-known  satiriat,  who  wrote  under  the  name  of  Peter  Pindar^-^ED. 
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with  palm-trees  I'*  I  am  now  rejoiced,  and  do  BOt  wonder  that  you 
was  not  thought  worthy  to  be  mentioned  by  such  a  panegyrist  I  But 
what  will  posterity  thiiric  of  .us  when  it  reads  what  an  idol  we  adored. 
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Berkeley  Square,  Apifil  30, 1786. 

The  almanack  tells  me  that  I  ou^ht  to  write  to  you ;  but  then  if 
oo^ht  to  tell  me  what  to  say.     I  know  nothing  :  people  have  been 
of  town  for  E^aster,  or  rather  for  Newmarket ;  for  our  diversions  mi 
the  seasons,  instead  of  their  proclaiming  themselves.     We  have 
more  spring*  than  we  had  last  year.     I  believe  the  milk-maids  tp-mor 
row  will  be  forced  to  dress  their  garlands  with  Christmas  nosegays  of 
holly  and  ivy,  for  want  of  flowers. 

The  tragedy,  or  rather,  I  suppose,  the  farce,  of  Mr.  Hasting's  trial 
is  also  to  commence  to-morrow,  when  he  is  to  make  his  defence  before 
the  House  of  Commons ;  where  the  majority  of  his  judges  are  ready 
to  be  astonished  at  his  eloquence,  and  the  transparency  df  his  inno- 
cence, and  the  lustre  of  his  merit.  In  the  mean  time,  the  charges  are 
enormous,  and  make  numbers,  who  are  not  to  be  his  jury,  marvel  how 
he  will  clear  himself  of  half;  and,  if  he  does,  what  he  will  do  with 
Uie  remahider.  I  haive  not  yet  looked  into  the  charge,  which  iSlls  a 
thick  octavo.  My  opinion  is  formed  more  summarily  :  Innocence  does 
not  pave  its  way  with  diamonds,  nor  has  a  quarry  of  them  on  its  es- 
tate. All  conversation  turns  on  a  trio  of  culprits — Hasting^,  Fit«ge- 
tb\A,  and  the  Cardinal  of  Rohan.  I  have  heard  so  much  of  all  lately 
that  I  confound  them,  and  am  not  sure  whether  it  was  not  the  first 
who  pretended  to  buy  a  brilliant  necklace  for  the  Queen,  or  who  com- 
mitted murders  in  Ireland,  not  in  India ;  or  whether  it  was  not  Fitzge- 
rald who  did  not  deal  with  Cagliostro  for  the  secret  of  raising  the 
dead,  as  he  may  have  occasion  for  it  soon.  So  much  for  tragedy  !-^. 
Our  comic  performers  are  Boswell  and  Dame  Piozzi.*  The  cock  bio- 
irrapher  has  fixed  a  direct  lie  on  the  hen,  by  an  advertisement  in  which 
he  affirms  that  he  communicated  his  manuscript  to  Madame  Thrale, 
and  that  she  made  no  objection  to  what  he  says  of  her  low  opinion  of 
Mrs.  Montagu's  book.  It  is  very  possible  that  it  might  not  be  her 
real  opinion,  but  was  uttered  in  compliment  to  Johnson,  or  for  fear  he 
should  spit  in  her  face  if  she  disagreed  with  him ;  but  how  will  she 

*  Oq  this  subject,  Mrs.  HannaK  More  thus  writeg  to  her  sister,  April  1786 : — 
**  The  Bozzi,  &.O.,  subjects  ere  not  exhausted,  though  evei(j  body  seems  heartily 
sick  of  them.  Every  body,  however,  conspires  not  to  Jet  them  drop.  That  the 
*  Cagliostro,*  and  the  « Cardinal^s  necklace,*  spoil  ail  coaversatioo,  and  destroyed  a 
very  good  evening  at  Mr.  Pepy*8  last  ni^fht.  The  party  was  snug,  and  df  my  own 
bespeaking;  consisting  only  of  Mr.  Walpole,  Mrs.  Montagu,  the  Burneys  and 
Cambridge.'*^Memoir8  of  Mrs.  Hannah  More,  vol.  ii.  p.  16.— Ed. 
VOL.  II. — 33 
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get  07er  her  not  olgecting  to  the  passage  remaining  ?  She  must' hare 
known,  bj  ki^owing  Boswell,  and  bj  having  a  similar  intention  her- 
self, that  his  anecGOtes  would  certainly  be  published  ;^n  short,  the 
ridiculous  woman  will  be  strangely  disappoii|ted.  As  she  must  have 
heard  that  the  whole  first  impression  oi  ner  book  was  sold  the  first 
day,  no  doubt  she*  expects,  on  her  landing,  to  he  received  like  the  Go- 
vernor of  Gibraltar,  and  to  find  the  road  strewed  with  branches  of 
palm.  She,  and  Bos  well,  and  their  Hero,  are  the  joke  of  the  public. 
A  Dr.  Woolcot,  soi-disant  Peter  Pindar,  has  published  a  burlesque 
eclogue,  in  which  Boswell  and  the  Signora  are  the  interlocutors,  and 
all  the  absurdest  passages  in«  the  works  of  both  are  ridiculed.    The 

ff nt-shops  teem  with  satiric  prints  on  them :  one,  in  which  Boswell, 
^a  monkey,  is  riding  on  Johnson,  the  bear,  has  this  witty  inscription, 
My  Friend  delineavit,* — But  enough  of  these  mountebanks ! 
The  Duchess  of  Gloucester  tells  me  that  Lord  Cowper  is  at  Milan, 
on  his  way  to  England :  yet,  I  shall  not  wonder  if  he  still  turns  bad. 
I  remember  Lady  Orford  came  even  to  Calais,  and  returned  sur  ses 
pas. 

May  4th. 

I  must  send  my  letter  to  the  office  to-night,  for  I  go  to  Strawberry 
to-morrow  for  two  or  three  days — not  that  we  have  spring  or  summer 
yet !  I  believe  both  seasons  have  perceived  that  nobody  goes  cot  of 
town  till  July>  and  that  therefore  it  is  not  worth  while  to  come  over  so 
early  as  they  used  to  do.  The  Sun  might  save  himself  the  same 
trouble,  and  has  no  occasion  to  rise  before  ten  at  night ;  for  all  Nature 
ought,  no  doubt,  to  take  the  ton  from  people  of  fashion,  unless  Nataie 
is  willing  to  indulge  them  in  the  opportunity  of  contradicting  her  1  In- 
deed, at  present,  our  fine  ladies  seem  to  copy  her,  at  least  the  andeBt 
symbols  of  her ;  for,  though  they  ^o  not  exhibit  a  profusion  of  naked 
bubbles  down  to  their  shoe-buckles,  yet  they  protrude  a  prominence  of 
gauze  that  would  cover  all  the  dugs  of  Alma  Mater.  Don't,  however, 
imagine  that  I  am  disposed  to  be  a  censor  of  modes,  as  most  old  folb 
are,  who  seem  to  think  that  they  came  into  the  world  at  the  criticsl 
moment  when  every  thing  was  in  perfection^  and  ought  to  suffer  no 
farther  innovation.  On  the  contrary,  I  always  maintain  that  the  oidi- 
nances  of  the  young  are  right.  Who  ought  to  invent  fashions  ?  Surely 
not  the  ancient.  I  tell  my  veteran  contemporaries  that,  if  they  will 
have  patience  for  three  months,  the  reigning  evil,  whatever  it  is,  will 
be  cured ;  whereas,  if  they  fret  till  things  are  just  as  they  should  be, 
they  may  vex  themselves  to  the  day  of  doom.  I  carry  this  way  of 
thinking  still  farther,  and  Extend  it  to  almost  all  reformations.  Could 
one  cure  the  world  of  beiAg  foolish,  it  were  something  :  but  to  cure  it 
of  any  one  folly, is  only  making  room  for  some  other,  which,  one  is 
sure,  will  succeed  to  the  vacant  place. 

Mr.  Hastings  used  two  days  in  his  defence ;  which  was  not  thouj^bt 
a  very  modest  one,  and  rested  rather  on  Machiavel's  code  than  on 
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that  of  rigid  moralists.    The  House  is  no^  hearing^  evidence ;  end  as 
his  counsel,  Mr.  M aehiayely  will  not  challenge  many  of  the  jurj,  I  sup- 

Sse  Mr.  Hastings  will  be  honourably  acquitted.  ^  In  fact,  who  but 
Bchiarel  can  pretend  that  we  have  a-  shadow  olf  title  to  a  foot  of 
land  in  India;  unless,  as  our  law  deeips  that  what  is  done  extraparo- 
chiallj  is  deemed  to  have  happened  in  the  parish  of  St.  Martin's  in 
the  Fields,  lodia  must  in  course  belong  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain. 
Ale:cander  distrained,  the  goods  and  chattels  of  Popes  upon  a  similar 
plea ;  and  the  Popes  thought  all  the  world  belonged  lo  them,  as  heirs- 
at-law  to  one  who  had  not  an  acre  unon  earth.  We  condemned  and 
attainted  the  Popes  without  trial,  whim  was  not  in  fashion  in  the  reign 
of  Henry  the  Eighth,  and,  by  the  law  of  forfeiture,  confiscated  all  th«i% 
injttsdce  to  our  own  use ;  and  thus,  till  we  shall  be  ejected,  hare  we  a 
right  to  exercise  all  the  tyranny  and  rapine  that  ever  was  practised  by- 
^any  of  our  predecessors  any  where, — as  it  was  in  the  beginning,  is 
now,  and  ever  shall  be,  worid  without  end. 


LETTER  CCCCXLVIIL 

Berkeley  Sqaare,  May  29, 1786. 

I  HAVE  been  very  unhappy  at  your  debility,  that  expressed  itself  in 
your  last  letter — I  do  not  say,  that  you  complained  of;  for  a  murmur 
caiinot  possibly  escape  from  one  who  never  feels  impatience,  and  whose 
temper  infuses  that  philosophy  which  even  your  good  sense  could  not 
alone  confer.  I  was  made  easier  last  night  by  Lord  Cowper,  who  had 
just  received  a  very  comfortable  letter  from  you ;  and,  now  that  my 
alarm  is  dissipated,,  my  reason  can  recover  its  tone,  and  tells  me  that 
weakness  is  not  danger — and  might  not  my  own  experience  have  told 
me  so  ?  A  puff  of  wind  could  blow  me  away ;  and  yet  here  I  am 
still,  and  have  stood  many  a  rough  blast.  I  depend  on  the  sun  of  Flo- 
rence, and  on  the  cool  pure  air  of  its  nights,  for  rehabilitating  your 
nerres ;  and  I  am  impatient  for  Mrs.  Damer's  return  from  Rome,  be- 
cause I  flatter  myself  that  she  will  send  a  good  account  of  your  conva- 
lescence. 

Well !  you  find  I  have  seen  your  principal  Earl.*  Curiosity  carried 
me  to  a  great  concert  at  Mrs.  Conway's  t'other  night — ^not  to  hear  Ru- 
binelli,  who  sung  one  song  at  the  extravagant  price  of  ten  guineas,  and 
whom  for  as  many  shillings  I  have  heard  sing  half  a  dosen  at  the 
Opera  House  :  no,  but  I  was  curious  to  see  an  English  Earl  who  had 
passed  thirty  years  at  Florence,  and  is  more  proud  of  a  pinchbeck 
Principality  and  a  paltry  Order  from  Wirtemberg,  than  he  was  of  be- 
ing a  Peer  of  Great  Britain,  when  Great  Britain  vxis  something.    Had 

*  Earl  Cowper. 
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I  Staid  till  it  is  not^  I  would  have  remained  where  I  was.  I  Inerely 
meant  to  amuse  my  eyes ;'  but  Mr.  Dutens  brought  the  personage  to 
me^  and  presented  us  to  each  other.  He  answered  very  well  to  mj 
idea,  for  I  shouId*haye  taken  his  Highness  for  a  Doge  of  Genoa :  he 
has  the  awkward  difnitj  of  a  temporary  representatiTe  of  nominal 
power.     Peace  be  with  him  and  his  leaf-gold  ! 

I  believe  that,  after  having  often  told  you  that  I  plead  my  age  and 
relics  of  gout  to^ispense  with  doing  what  I  don't  like»  you  will  cod* 
elude  I  am  grown  in  my  dotage  as  fond  of  Highnesses  as  Earl  Cow- 
per  or  Lady  Mary  Coke.  Most  certainly  it  was  not  the  plan  of  aoy 
part  of  my  life  to  end  lyiy  career  with  Princes  and  Princesses,  though 
Jt|began  with  them,  and  was  carried  to  Leicester  House  in  my  child- 
hood to  play  with  the  late  Duke  of  Cumberland  and  Princess  Mary, 
^ate  has  again  in  my  latter  days  thrown  me  amongst  royalties ;  aiid 
(what  is  not  common,)  though  I  have  quitted  the  world,  I  seem  to 
have  retired  into  drawing-rooms.  Ever  since  the  late  King's  death, 
I  have  made  Princess  Amelie's  parties  once  or. twice  a  week  :  then, 
bien  tnalgri  mot,  I  was  plunged  into  Gloucester  House:  and  now. by 
Princess  Amelie  I  have  been  presented  io  the  Prince  of  Wales  at  her 
house ;  and  by  my  niece  Lady  Horatia'g  marriage  with  Captain 
Conway,  who  is  a  principal  favourite  of  his  Royal  Highness,  I  have 
dined  with  the  Prince  at  Lord  Hertford's,  and  since  at  his  own  pa- 
lace,  where  he  was  pleased  to  give  a  dinner  to  the  two  families,  who 
in  fact  were  one  family*  before. 

This  parenthesis  being  passed,  I  am.  going  to  my  quiet  little  hiD, 
after  having  been  in  public  to-day  more  than  I  purposed  ever  to  be 
again.  I  attended  Princess  Amelie  to  the  rehearsal  of  Handel's  Ju- 
bilee in  Westminster  Abbey,  which  I  had  been  far  from  meditating; 
but,  as.  she  had  the  Bishop  of  Rochester's  gallery,  it  was  quke  easy, 
and  I  had  no  crowd  to  limp  through.  The  sight  was  really  very 
£ne,  and  the  performance  magnificent;  but  the  chorus  and  kettle- 
drums for  four  hours  were  so  thunderful,  that  they  gave  me  the  head- 
ach,  to  which  I  am  not  at  all  subject.  Rubinelli's  voice  soundod 
divinely  sweet,  and  more  distinctly  than  at  the  Opera.  The  Mara's 
not  SQ  well,  nor  is  she  so  much  the  fashion.  I  have  been  but  once 
at  the  Opera,  and  twice  at  the  play,  this  year.  When  the  gout  con- 
fines me  to  my  room,  it  is  a  grievance :  1  do  not  complain  of  it  for 
curtailing  my  diversions,  for  which  I  have  no  more  taste  than  for 
courts  r  nor  shall  death  surprise  me  in  a  theatre  or  iri  a  drawing- 
room. 

There  has  been  no  event  of  any  consequence.  I  expect  every  day 
to  hear  of  the  marriage  of  your  nephew  and  niece ;  and  then  I  con- 
clude the  father  will  make  you  another  visit,  as  he  told  me  he  should 
as  soon  as  he  had  settled  his  daughter,  I  love  to  have  him  with  you; 
not  only  for  your  comfort,  but  to  save  you  the  trouble,  of  doing  ho- 

'*'  Captain  Conway's  grandmother  and  Lady  Horatia's  grandmother  were  si8tei& 
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nburs,  which  I  dread  for  you  sinpe  oar  Peeresses  have  taken  to  tra- 
veiling  as  much  as  their  eldest  sons. 

I  was  pleased  to-day  by  reflecting,  that  though  there  were  sixteen 
hundred  persona  present,  who  went  in  land  out  as  they  pleased,  the 
extremest  order  and  decency  were  observed,  and  not  a. guard  was  to 
be  seen  ?  Duchesses  were  mixed  with  the  crowd,  and  not  a  bayonet 
was  necessary — what  a  satire  on  Governments,  that  sow  them  thick 
wh^re  fifty  persons  are  assembled !  How  dares  a  short-lived  mortal 
tell  his  own  fellow-creatures  that  he  is  afraid  to  leave  them  at  liberty 
at  their  own  diversions  ? 


•     LETTEJR  CCCCXLDC. 

June  22,  im. 

I  HAVE  not  yet  received  your  letter  by  Mrs.  Darner,  my  dear  sir;; 
but  I  have  that  of  June  3rd,  which  announces  it  I  lament  the  trou- 
ble your  cough  gives  you*,  though  I  am  quite  persuaded  that  it  is  me- 
dicinal, and  diverts  the  gout  from  critical  parts.  I  have  felt  so  much,. 
and  consequently  have  observed  so  much,  of  chronical  disorders,  that 
I  doa't  think.  I  deceive  myself.  Should  you  tell  me  your  complaint 
is  not  gouty,  I  should  reply,  ihaA  all  chronical  distempers  are  or  ought 
to  be  gout ;  and,  when  they  do  not  appear  in  their  proper  form,  are 
only  deviations.  Coughs  in  old  persons  clear  the*  lungs;  and,  as  I 
have  told  you,  I  know  two  elderly  persona  who  are  never  so  well  as. 
when  they  have  a  cough. 

I  love  Mrs.  Damer  for  her  attention  to  you ;  but  I  shall  scold  her, 
instead  of  you,  for  letting  you.  send  me  the  cameo.  To  you  I  wilt 
not  say  a  cross  word,  when  you  are  weak  'r  but  why  will  you  not  let 
me  love  you  without  being  obliged  to  it  by  gratituide  ?  You  make 
me  appear  in  my  own  eyes  interested;  a  dirty  quali.ty,  ef  which  ( 
flattered  myself  I  was  totally  freew  Gratitude  may  be  a  virtue ;  but 
what  is  a  man  who  consents  to  have  fifty  obligations  to  be  so  virtu- 
ous ?  I  have  always  professed  hating  presents :  nvust  not  I  appear  a 
hypocrite,  whe»  I  have  accepted  so  many  from  you  ?  Well !  as  I 
have  registered  them*  all  in  the  printed  catalogue  of  my  collection,  I 
hope  I  shall  be  called  a  mercenary  wretch^    I  deserve  it. 

Nothing  you  tell  me  of  the  Episcopal  Count  surprises  me — he  is 
horrible !  His  nephew  Fitzgerald,  whon^  his  ELoIiaess,.  though  know- 
.  ing  his  infernal  character,  had  destined  to  put  into  orders  and  present 
with  a  rich  living,  had  It  fallen  vacant,,  is  hanged  for  a  most  atrocious 
murder,  which  has  brought  out  others  still  blacker;  but  the  story  is 
too  shoeking  for  your  good-natured  feeble  nerves.  Tfie  great  culprit 
Hasting's  fate  is  not  decided ;  but,  to  his  and  mankind's  surprise,,  the 
House  of  Commons  last  week  voted  him  on  one  of  the  articles 
deservittg  to  b&  inopeaclied,.  and  Mr- Fitt  declared  on  that  article: 
^  33*  . 
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against  him  :  so,  Burke  has  proved  to  have  been  in  the  right  in  his 
prosecution. 

The  French  prisoners  have  come  off  better  than  I  expected.  I 
said  early,  I  was  sure  I  should  never  understand  the  story :  I  am  very 
sure  now  that  I  do  not.  Never  did  I  like  capital  punishments;  but, 
when  they  are  committed,  how  comes  so  prodigious  a  robbery  to  es- 
cape ?  The  Cardinal,  supposing  him  merely  a  dupe,  is  not  sufficiently 
punished.  A  Prince  may  be  duped  by  a  low  wretch  ;  a  low  man  ' 
may  be  bubbled  by  a  Prince :  but  it  is  not  excusable  in  a  man  who 
1ias  kept  both  the  best  and  the  worst  company  to  be  made  such  a 
tool.  I  would  at  least  have  sequestered  his  revenues,  till  the  jew- 
ellers were  paid ;  for  I  do  not  sec  why  the  Cardinal's  family  should 
suffer  for  his  roguery  or  folly :  and  then  I  Would  have  deprived  him 
of  his  employments,  as  incapable.  For  that 'rascal,  Caglioslro,  he 
should  be  punished  for  joining  in  the  mummery,  and  shut  up  for  his 
other  impositions.  For  his  legend,  it  is  more  preposterous,  absurd, 
and  incredible  than  any  thing  in  the  Arabian  Nights.  He  is  come 
hither — and  why  should  one  think  but  he  may  be  popular  here  too! 
But  enoujgh  of  criminals  and  adventurers:  though  perhaps  it  is  not 
much  changing  the  theme  to  tell  you  that  I  have  received  a  letter 
from  Constantinople,  as  I  had  one  from  Petersburgh,  before  that  from 
Venice,  after  the  heroine  had  left  Florence.  She  is  now  gone  to  the 
Greek  Isles,  and  bids  me  next  direct  to  Vienna.  I  have  answered 
none;.  I  had  a  mind  to  direct  to  the  Fiancee  du  Roi  de  Garbe.  I 
shall  at  least  stay  till  1  hear  that  she  is  not  a  prize  to  some  Corsair. 

Your  nephew  and  niece,  I  hear,  are  married.  The  father,  I  hope, 
will  now  sooiT  make  you  another  visit;  I  love  to  have  him  with yoo. 

I  talked  of  gratitude,  but  recollect  that  I  have  not  even  thanked  you 
for  your  cameo.  I  hope  this  looks  like  not  being  delighted  with  it: 
— how  can  I  say  such  a  brutal  thing?  I  am  charmed  with  your 
kindness,  thougb  I  wished  for  no  more  proofs  of  it.  In  short,  Idoot 
know  how  to  steer  between  my  inclination  for  expressing  my  full 
sense  of  your  friendship,  and  my  pride,  that  is  not  foad  of  beiog 
obliged — and  so  very  often  obliged^ — by  those  I  love  most.  Oh !  but 
I  have  a  much  worse  vice  than  pride  (which,  begging  the  clergy's 
pardon,  I  don't  think  a  very  heinous  one,  as  it  is  a  counter-poison  to 
meanness)— -I  am  monstrously  ungrateful;  I  have  received  a  thou- 
sand valuable  presents  from  you,  and  yet  never  made  you  one !  I 
shall  begin  to  think  I  am  avaricious*  too.  In  short,  my  dear  sir,  your 
cameo  is  a  mirror  in  which  I  discover  a  thousand  faults,  of  which  I 
did  not  suspect  myself,  besides  all  those  which  I  did  know :  no,  no,  I 
will  not  lecture  Mrs.  Damer,  but  myself.  I  absolve  you,  and  am  de- 
termined to  think  myself  a  prodigy  of  rapacity !  I  see  there  is  no 
merit  in  not  loving  money,  if  one  loves  playthings.  I  have  often  de- 
claimed against  collectors,  who  will  do  any  thing  mean  to  obtain  a 
rarity  they  want :  pray,  is  that  so  bad  as  accepting  curiosities  and 
never  making  a  return?    Oh !  I  am  the  most  ungrateful  of  all  virlfl- 
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O8O89  as  you  are  the  roost  generous  of  all  friends !  Well !  the  worse 
I  think  of  myself,  the  better  I  think  of  you,  and  that  is  some  com- 
pensation for  the  contempt  I  have  for  myself;  and  I  will  be  content 
to  serve  as  a  foil  to  you.    Adieu ! 


This  is  the  lasit  letter  which  Horace  Walpoie  addressed  to  Sir  Horace 
Mann.  The  illness  of  the  latter  now  became  serious,  but  be  lingered  on  in 
great  safiering  until  the  16th  of  November.  His  last  moments  were  cheered 
by  the  kind  attentions  of  his  nephew,  who  immediately  repaired  to  Florence, 
on  learning  of  his  uncle's  illness.  According  to  his  wishes,  the  remains  of 
Sir  Horace  Mann  were  brought  to  England,  and  deposited  in  the  family 
vault  at  Linton  in  Kent — Ed. 


TO  OEOKGE  SELWYN. 

Paris,  December  2nd,  1765. 

DEAR  GEORCffi^ 

In  return  for  your  kind  Kne  by  Mr.  Beauclerk  I  send  you  a  whole 
letter,  but  I  was  in  your  debt  before,  for  making  over  Madame  Du 
Defiand  to  me,  who  is  delicious ;  that  is,  as  often  as  I  can  get  her 
fifty  years  back ;  but  she  is  as  ea^er  about  what  happens  every  day 
as  I  am  about  the  last  century.,  f  ^up  there  twice  a  week,  and  bear 
all  her  dull  company  for  the  sake  of  the  Regent.*  I  might  go  te  her 
much  oftener,  but  my  curiosity  to  see  every  body  and  every  thing  is 
insatiable,  especially  having  lost  so  much  time  W  my  confinement. 
I  have  been  very  ill  a  long  time,  and  mending  much  longer,  for  every 
two  days  undo  the  ground  I  get.  The  fogs  and  damps,  which,  with 
your  leave,  are  greater  and  hiore  frequent  than  in  England,  kill  me. 
However,  it  is  the  country  in  the  world  to  be  sick  and  grow  old  in. 
The  first  step  towards  being  in  fashion  is  to  lose  an  eye  or  a  tooth. 
Young  people  I  conclude  there  are,  but  where  they  exist  I  don't 
guess :  not  that  I  complain ;  it  is  charming  to  totter  into  vogue.  If  I 
could  but  run  about  all  the  morning,  I  should  be  content  to  limp  into 
good  company  in  the  evening.  They  humour  me  and  fondle  me  so, 
and  are  so  good-natured»  and  make  me  keep  my  armed  chair,  and 
rise  for  nobody,  and  hand  out  nobody,  and  don*t  stare  at  one's  being 
a  skeleton,  that  I  grow  to  like  them  exceedingly,  and  to  be  pleased 
with  living  here,  which  was  far  from  the  case  at  first :  but  then  there 
was  no  soul  in  Paris  but  philosophers,  whom  I  wished  in  heaven, 

*  Madame  da  Deffund  had  been  the  Mistress  of  the  famoas  R^gent-Duke  of  Or- 
leans.— Ed, 
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though  they  do  not  wish  themselves  so.  They  are  so  overbearing 
and  so  underbred ! 

Your  old  flame,  the  Quean,  was  exceedingly  kind  to  roe  at  nny  pre- 
sentation. She  has  been  ever  since  at  Fontaiobleau,  watching  her 
son,  whose  death  is  expected  every  day,  though  it  is  as  much  the 
fashion  not  to  own.it,  as  if  he  was  of  the  immortal  House  of  Bruns- 
wick.* Madame  GeofFrint  is  extremely  what  I  had  figured  her, 
only  with  less  wit  and  more  sense  than  I  expected.  The  Duchess 
.  d'Aiguillon  is  delightful,  frank,  and  jolly,  and  handsome  and  good- 
humoured,  with  dignity  too.  There  is  another  set  in  which  I  live 
much,  and  to  my  taste,  but:  very  different  from  all  I  have  named, 
Madame  de  Rochfort,  and  the  set  at  the  Luxembourg.  My  newest 
acquaintance  is  Monsieur  de  Maurepas,  with  whom  I  am  much  taken, 
though  his  countenance  and  person  are  so  like  the  late  Lord  Hard- 
wicke.  From  the  little  I  have  seen  of  him,  we  have  reason,  I  believe, 
to  thank  Madame  de  Pompadour  for  his  disgrace.;]:  At  the  Mar- 
quis de  Brancas'  I  dined  with  the  Due  de  Brissac^  in  his  red  stock- 
ings :  in  short,  I  think  my  winter  will  be  very  well  amused,  whe- 
ther Mr.  Garrick  and  Mr.  Pitt  act  or  not. 

Pray  tell  Lord  Holland,  that  1  have  sent  hipn  the  few  new  things 
that  I  thought  would  entertain  him  for  a  moment,  though  none  of 
them  have  much  merit.  I  would  have  written  to  him,  had  I  any 
thing  to  tell  him  ;  which  you  perceive  by  what  I  have  said,  I  had  not. 
The  affair  of  the  Parliament  of  Br^tagne,  and  the  intended  trial  of  the 
famous  Mons.  de  Charolais  by  commission^  against  which  the  Par- 
liament of  Paris  strongly  inveighs,  is  the  great  subject  in  agitation; 
but  I  know  little  of  the  matter,  and  was  too  sick  of  our  own  Parlia- 
mecUs  to  interest  myself  about  these.  The  Hotel  de  Carnavalet§ 
sends  its  blessings  to  you.    I  never  pass  it  without  saying  an  Ave 

*  The  Dauphin  Louis  died  at  Fontainbleau,  after  a  long^  illness,  on  the  20th  of 
this  month,  at  the  age  of  thirty-six. 

t  Walpole  writes  to  Gray  the  poet  on  the  25th  January,  1766,  *'  Madame  Creoffrio, 
of  whom  you  bavB  heard  much,  is  an  exti'aordinary  woman,  with  more  common 
sense  than  I  almost  ever  met  with.  Great  quickness  ^  discovering  characterSi 
penetration  in  going  to  the  bottom  of  them,  and  a  pencil  that  never  fails  in  a  like- 
ness— seldom  a  favourable  one.  She  exacts  and  preserves,  in  spite  of  her  birth 
and  their  nonsensical  prejudices  about  nobility,  great  court  and  attention.  This 
she  acquires  by  a  thousand  little  arts  and  ofilces  of  friendtshipi  and  by  a  freedom  and 
severity  which  seem  to  be  her  sole  end^of  drawing  a  concourse  to  her ;  for  she  in- 
sists oh  scolding  those  she  inveigleato  her.  She  has  little  taste  and  less  knowledge, 
but  protects  artisans  and  authors,  and  courts  a  few  people  to  have  the  credit  of 
serving  her  dependents.*'  Gibbon  also  writes  to  his  father  on  the  24th  of  February, 
1763,  **  Lady  Hervey^s  recommendation  to  Madame  GeoflTrin  was  a  most  excellent 
one :  her  house  is  a  very  good  one ;  regular  dinners  there  every  Wednesday,  and 
the  best  company  in  Paris,  in  men  of  letters  and  people  of  fashion.*'  Lady  Hervev, 
(the  celebrated  Mary  Lepel)  was  the  means  of  intwducing  both. Gibbon  and  Wal- 
pole to  Madame  GeoflTrin. — Eo. 

X  Maurepas  had  been  Minister  of  Marine,  and  is  now  known  to  have  been  die- 
graced  by  means  of  Madame  de  Pompadour.  On  the  d<eath^  of  Louis  the  FiAeeoth 
he  was  summoned  to  assist  in  forming  the  new  Administration. — £d. 

j  The  residence  of  Madame  de  Sevigne  in  Paris. 
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Maria  de  Rabutin  Chantal,  grathi  pleoal  The  Abb6.de  Malberbe 
has  given  orders  that  I  should  see  Livery  M^henever  I  please.  Pray  tell 
me  which  convent  was  that  of  nos  Sceurs  de  Sainte  Maries  where  owr 
friend*  used  to  go  on  the  evening  that  Madame  de  Grignan  set  out  for 
Provence  ? 

My  best  compliments  to  Mr.  Williams :  has  Lord  Rockingham 
done  any  thing  for  him  yet?  or  has  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  his  old 
power  of  dispensing  with  promises  ?  I  sent  my  Lady  Townshend,  as 
long  ago  as  by  Lady  Hertford,  two  silver  knives  which,  she  desired, 
but  cannot  hear  by  any  way  that  she  received  them.  I  could  ask 
twenty  other  questions ;  but  some  I  had  better  not  ask,  an4  the  rest  I 
should  not  care  whether  they  were  answered  or  not.  We  have 
swarms  of  English  ;  but  most  of  them  know  not  Joseph,  and  Joseph 
does  not  desire  to  know  them.  I  live  with  none  of  them  but  Craw- 
ford and  Lord  Ossory,  the  latter  of  whom  I  am  extremely  sorry  is 
returning  to  England.  I  recommend  him  to  Mr.  Williams  as  one  of 
the  properest  and  most  amiable  young  men  I  ever  knew. 

I  beg  your  pardon,  my  dear  sir,  for  this  idle  letter ;  yet  don't  let  it 
lie  in  your  work-basket.  When  you  have  a  quarter  of  an  hour  a  wake,f 
and  to  spare,  I  wish  you  would  bestow  it  on  me.  There  are  no  such 
things  as  bons-mots  here  to  send  you,  and  I  cannot  hope  that  you  will 
send  me  your  own.  Next  to  them,  I  should  like  Charles  Townsbend's, 
but  I  dont  desire  Betty's.]: 

I  forgot  to  tell  you  that  I  sometimes  go  to  Baron  d'Olbach's ;  but 
I  have  left  off  his  dinners,  as  there  was  no  bearing  the  authors,  and 
philosophers,  and  savants,  of  which  he  has  a  pigeon  house  full.  They 
soon  turned  my  head  with  a  new  system  of  antediluvian  deluges, 
which  they  have  invented  to  prove  the  eternity  of  matter.  The 
Baron  is  persuaded  that  Pall  Mall  is  paved  with  lava  or  deluge 
stones.  In  short,  nonsense  for  nonsense,  I  like  the  Jesuits  better  than 
the  philosophers.  Were  ever  two  men  so  like  in  their  persons,  or  so 
unlike  in  their  dispositions,  as  Dr.  Gem  and  Brand?  Almost  the 
first  time  I  ever  saw  Gem,  he  said  to  me,  ^'  Sir,  I  am  serious,  I  am 
of  a  very  serious  turn!'*  Yes,  truly!  Say  a  great  deal  for  me  to 
Lord  March,  and  to  the  Rena's  dogs  touffe  ihourifie.  The  old  Pre- 
sident§  would  send  his  compliments  to  you,  if  he  remembered  you  or 
any  thing  else. 


*■  Madame  de  Sevign^.  It  is  almost  needless  to  say  that  Madame  de  Grignan 
was  the  daughter  to  whom  her  charming  letters  are  addressed.  Livery,  situated  in 
the  F6ret  de  Bondi,  about  three  leagues  from  Paris,  was  frequently  the  residence  of 
Madame  de  Sevign6,  and  the  place  from  whence  several  of  her  letters  were  ad- 
dressed.— En. 

f  Selwyn  was  in  the  habit  of  dozing  in  company.— Ed. 

\  The  mistress  of  a  fruit-shop  in  SL  James's  Street,  a  lounging-place  of  the  men 
of  fashion  of  the  day. — Ed. 

\  Charles  John  francis,  better  known  as  the  President  Henault,  was  the  author 
if  several  dramatic  works,  but  was  principally  famous  for  his  excellent  dinners,  and 
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When  we  three  meet  affain  at  Strawberry,  I  think  I  shall  be  able 
at  least  to  divert  Mr.  Williams;  but  till  then  you  must  keep  my 
counsel.  Madame  du  Deffand  says  I  have  k  fou  moequeur^  and  I 
have  not  hurt  myself  a  little  by  laughing  at  whisk  and  Kichardson«* 
though  I  have  steered  dear  of  the  chapter  of  Mr.  Hume  ;t  the  only 
Trinity  now  in  fashion  here.  Ji  propos^  I  see  by  the  papers  that  the 
Bishop  of  London  is  suppressing  mass-houses.  When  he  was  Bishop 
of  Peterborough  and  Parson  of  Twickenham,  he  suffered  one  under 
his  nose.  Did  the  Duchess  of  Norfolk  get  him  translated  to  London? 
I  should  conclude  so ;  and  that  this  was  the  first  opportunity  he  had 
of  being  ^grateful.    Adieu  !  my  dear  sir,  yours  most  sincerely, 

Horace  Walfole. 

TO  GEOROE  SELWTlr. 

Arlington  Street,  October  16,  1767. 

Thank  you ;  I  am  as  well  as  any  body  can  be  that  has  been 
drowned  from  above  and  below,  that  wtis  sick  to  death  for  eight 
hours,!  with  the  additional  mortification  of  finding  myself  not  invul- 
nerable. In  short,  I  had  every  atilictroo  from  my  passage,  except 
in  not  catching  cold ;  so  that  on  that  side  I  am  still  first-cousin  to 
Hercules. 

I  find  London  as  empty  as  possible,  and  politics  quite  asleep,— I 

his  work,  the  "Abreg^  Chronologique  de  THistoird  de  France.'*  Voltaire  t^ 
dresses  him, — 

Henaalt,  fameux  par  vos  soupers, 
£t  votrje  Chronologie,  &c. 

Henault  was  the  intimate  friend  of  Madame  da  Defiand,  and  his  table  was  tht 
resort  of  all  the  men  of  wit  and  talent  of  the  French  capital.  He  died  in  ITTDi 
—Ed. 

*  "  High  as  Richardson's  reputation  stood  in  his  own  country,  it  was  even  more 
exalted  in  those  of  France  and  Germany,  w^ose  imaginations  are  more  easily  ex- 
cited, and  their  passions  more  easily  moved,  by  tales  of  fictitious  distress,  than  arc 
the  cold-blooded  English.  Foreigners  of  distinction  have  been  known  to  visit  Haop- 
Btead,  and  to  hiquire  for  the  Flask  Walk,  distinguished  as  a  scene  in  Clarissa's 
History,  just  as  travellers  visit  the  rocks  of  Meiilerie  tp  view  the  localities  of  Rous- 
seau's tale  of  passion.  Diderot  vied  with  Rousseau  in  heaping  incense  upon  the 
shrine  of  the  English  author.  The  former  compares  him  to  Homer,  and  predicts 
for  his  memory  the  same  honours  which  are  rendered  to  the  father  of  epic  poetry ; 
and  the  last,  besides  his  welUknown  burst  of  eloquent  panegyric,  records  his  opi- 
nion  in  a  letter  to  D'Alembert :  '  On  n'a  jamais  fait  encore,  en  quelque  langoe  qoe 
ce  aoit,  de  roman  6gal  k  Clarisse,  ni  m£me  approchanL*"  Sir  Walter  Scott, 
Prose  Works,  vol:  iii.  p.  48.— Ed.  , 

t  Hume,  as  Secretary  of  the  Embassy  under  the  Earl  of  Hertford,  and  after- 
wards as  Charge  d' Affaires  at  Paris,  had  r^nddred  himself  personaUy  no  leas  popu- 
lar in  France  than  Richardson  had  done  by  his  sentimentalitie8.-^ED. 

X  In  bis  passaire  from  France.  Walpole  quitted  Paris  for  England  on  the  6th 
ofthiflinonth.^ED« 
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mean>  in  town.  In  the  counties  they  are  all  mad  about  elections. 
The  Duke  of  Portland,  they  say,  carried  thirty  thousand  pounds  to 
Carlisle,  and  it  is  all  gone  already.  Lord  Clive  is  going  before  his 
money,  and  not  likely  to  live  three  months. 

Lady  Bc/lingbroke  has  declared  she  will  come  into  waiting  on  Sun- 
day se'nnight ;  but  as  the  Queen  is  likely  to  be  brought  to  bed  before 
that  lime,*  this  may  only  be  a  bravado.  -The  report  is,  that  she  in- 
tends to  acknowledge  all  my  Lord  can  desire. 

1  found  Lord  Holland  most  remarkably  mended 'in  his  health. 
Lady  Holland  has  set  out  to-day,  and  he  follows  her  to-morrow.  I 
beg  you  will  tell  the  Marquise  de  Broglie,  (whom  you  will  see  at  the 
President's,)  that  Lord  Holland  carries  her  a  box  of  pimpernel  seed, 
and  will  leave  it  at  Mons.  Panphaud's,  whither  she  must  send  for  it. 
I  hope  you  will  be  so  good  as  not  to  forget  this;  nor  another  little 
commission,  which  is^  to  ask  Madame  Geofirin  where  Mons.  Gui- 
bert,  the  King's  carver,  lives,  and  then  to  send  him  a  guinea,  for  a 
drawing  he  made  for  me,  which  I  will  deduct  from  the  lottery  tickets 
which  I  have  bought  for  you,  at  twelve  pounds  seventeen  and  six- 
pence a-piece.  The  numbers  are,  17574,  on  which  I  have  written 
your  name  and  Mad.  de  Bentheim's,  and  2^442,  on  which  I  have 
written  Wiart's. 

I  have  twice  called  on  my  Lady  Townshend,  but  missed  her;  I 
am  now  going  to  her  by  appointment. 

Pray  tell  Lord  Carlisle  that  I  delivered  his  letters  and  parcels.  Say 
a  great  deal  for  me  to  Madame  du  Defiand  and  Lord  March,  who  I 
need  not  say  are  what  I  left  best  at  PaYis.  Do  not  stay  for  more 
hurricanes  and  bad  weather,  but  come  away  the  first  fine  day. 
Adieu  I  Yours  ever,  H.  W. 

A  Monsieur,  Monsieur  Selwyn, 
h  rUdtel  de  Due  de  York. 
Rue  Jacob,  Fauxbourg  St.  Germain,  k  Paris. 


TO  GEORGE  SELWTN. 

Strawberry  Hill,  Sept.  9,  ITS'!. 
Who  would  ever  have  thought  that  Raton  and  Rosettef  would  be 
talked  of  for  6ne  another  ?  But  neither  innocence  nor  age  are  se- 
cure 1  People  say  that  there  never  is  a  smoke  without  some  fire : 
here  is  a  striking  proof  to  the  contrary.  Only  think  of  the  poor  dear 
souls  having  a  comic  opera  made  upon  their  loves.*  Rosette  is  so 
shocked  that  she  insists  upon  Raton's  posting  to  Paris  and  breaking 

*  Th^  Queen  was  brought  to  bed  of  the  late  Dake  of  Kent,  father  of  her  present 
Majesty,  on  the  2d  of  Noveniber.-^ED. 

t  The  oames  of  two  dogs  belonging  to  George  Selwyn  and  Horace  Walpole. 
—Ed. 
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the  poet's  bone's  wt^h  lu  ronger  apris.  If  he  is  a  preux  tkeoaBer, 
he  will  vindicate  her  character  d'une  maniirt  idatanU.  Do  not  tell 
me  that  you  are  lying-in  and  cannot  spare  him ;  I  «m  sure  you  are 
so  fond  of  your  little  girl,  that  you  will  not  miss  him. 

Have  you  heard  the  last  adventure  of  Xh^fiancie  da Roide  Garbel 
She  was  seven  years  and  a  half  at  sea ;  the  captain  of  the  packet-boat 
is  tall,  comely  enough,  and  a  very  shark  bn  such  an  occasion.  He 
snapped  her  up  at  once  as  voraciously  as  she  did  John  Harding. 
They  passed  a  week  together  at  Calais,  and  he  then  consigned  her 
over  to  a  marching  regiment  at  Ardres.  Alfierif  told  this  story  him- 
self to  Monsieur  Frances^  from  whom  I  had  it-fresh.  ^'Alfieri's  senti- 
ments, that  had  resistefd  so  many  trials,  could  not  digest  this  last 
chapter ;  he  has  given  her  up.  I  wish,  when  she  has  run  the  gaunt- 
let through  all  the  troops  on  the  road  to  Paris,  she  may  rephice  Ma- 
dame du  Barry,  and  prove  lajiaruxt  du  Roi  de  Fumce. 

Yours  ever,  H.  Walpoia 


TO  GEORGE  SELWTN. 

York,  Aug.  12th,  im 

DEAU  GEORGE. 

I  LOVE  to  please  you  when  it  is  in  my  power,  and  how  can  I  please 
you  more  than  by  commending  Castle  Howard  ?  for  though  it  is  not 
the  House  that  Jack  built,  yet  you  love  even  the  cow  with  the  crampled 
horn  that  feeds  in  the  meadow  that  belongs  to  the  House  that  Jack's 
grand-father  built.  Indeed,  I  can  say  with  exact  truth,  that  I  never 
was  soagteeably  astonished  in  my  days  as  with  the  first  vision  of  the 
whole  place.  I  had  heard  of  Vanbrugh,  and  how  Sir  Thomas  Robinson 
and  he  stood  spitting  and  swearing  at  one  another ;  nay,  I  have  heard 

*  Le  Journal  des  Spectacles,  28  August,  1771,  contains  the  following  bill  under 
the  head  of"  La  Com^die  lulienne." 

BATON  ET  |t06ETTE, 

Parodie  remise  au  Th^Atre, 

Avec  sea  agr^mena; 

Pr^c^d^e  Du  Marechal. 

On  prendra  6  liv,  et 

Demain  la  troisieme  Representation 

Des  Deux  Miliciens, 

Com^die  nouvelle  en  un  Acte. 

Suivid'un  Divertissement, 

Prec6dee 

Des  Imteioues  d*Arleqvin, 

Piece  Italienne. 

On  commcncera  k  cinq  heurea  et  un  quart.— Ed. 

t  Alfieri  had  recently  visited  England,  where  he  had  distinguished  himself  by 

his  numerous  gallantries. 
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of  glorious  views,  and  Lord  Stafford  alone  had  told  me  I  should  see 
one  of  the  finest  places  in  Yorkshire ;  but  nobody,  no,  not  voire  par- 
Ualiti,  as  Louis  Quatorze  would  have  called  you,  had  informea  me 
that  I  should  at  one  view  see  a  palace,  a  tpwn,  a  fortified  city,  tem- 
ples on  high  ^ces,  woods  worthy  of  being  eacha  metropolis  of  the 
Druids*  vales  connected  te  hills  by  Qther  woods,  the  noblest  lawn  in 
the  world  fenced  by  half  the  horizon,  and  a  mausoleum  that  would 
tempt  one  to  be  buried  alive ;  in  short,  I  have  seen  gigantic  places 
before,  but  never  a  sublime  one.  For  the  House,  Vanbrugh  has  even 
shown  taste  in  its  extent  and  cujpolas,  and  has  mercifully  omitted 
ponderosity.  Sir  Thomas's  front  is  beautiful  without,  and,  except  in 
,one  or  two  spots,  has  not  a  bad  efffllct,  and  I  think,  without  much  ef- 
fort of  genius,  or  much  expense,  might  bs  tolerably  harmonized  with 
the  rest.  The  spaces  within  are  noble,  and  were  wanted ;  even  the 
hail  being  too  small.  Now  I  am  got  into  the  hall,  I  must  beg,  when 
you  are  in  it  next,  to  read  Lord  Carlisle's  verses  on  Gray,  and  then 
write  somewhere  under  the  story  of  Phieton  these  lines,  which  I 
(nj^ht  to  have  made  extempore,  but  did  not  till  I  wa&  half  way  back 
thiihcr: 

Oarlisl^,  expunge  tbe  form  of  Pbi^too; 
Assume  the  car,  and  grace  it  with  thy  ovm, 
For  PbcBbm  owns  in  thee  no  &]liag  son. 

* 

Oh  I  George,  were  I  such  a  poet  as  your  friend,  and  possessed 
such  a  Parnassus,  I  would  instantly  scratch  my  name  out  of  the  but- 
tery-book of  Almack's;  be  admitted,  arf  eundem^  afinong  the  muses; 
and  save  every  dolt  to  lay  it  out  in  making  a  Helicon,  and  finishing 
my  place. 

I  found  my  Lord  Northampton  :*  his  name  is  on  his  picture,  though 
they  showed  me  his  nephew  Suffolk's  portrait,  who  was  much  falter, 
for  his.  There  is  a  delicious  whole-length  of  Queen  Mary,  with  all 
her  folly  in  her  face  and  her  hand,  and  a  thousand  other  things, 
which  I  long  to  talk  over  with  you.  When  you  write  to  Spa,  pray 
thank  Lord  Carlisle,  for  the  great  civilities  I  received  here.  The 
house-keeper  showed  me  and  told  n>e  every  thing,  and  even  was  so  kind 
as  to  fetch  Rosette  a  basin  of  water,  which  complete'd  the  conquest 
of  my  heart.  Wine  I  was  offered,  and  fruit  was  heaped  on  me, 
and  even  dinner  was  tendered ;  in  short  I  never  passed  a  day  more^ 
to  my  content.  I  only  wanted  you,  and  I  should  have  been  as  hap- 
py as  I  was  at  Iceaux ;  you  know  my  ecstacies  when  I  am  really 
pleased.  By  the  end  of  next  week  I  shall  be  in  town,  and  hope  to 
find  you  there,  that  we  may  satisfy  both  ourselves  with  larger  de- 
tails. 

When  I  mentioned  the  attentions  paid  to  me,  I  am  ungrateful  to 

*  Henry  Howard,  Earl  of  Northampton,'so  celebrated  &r  bis  share  in  the  murder 
of  Sir  Thomas  Overbary,  died  June  15Ui,  1614.— Eo. 
vol..  ii.--*4 
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^  forget  the  sun,  M^ho  was  complaisance  itself;  shone  all  day^  gilt  a 
hundred  hay-cocks  that  were  spread  over  the  great  lawn,  and  illumi- 
nated the  nnausoleum  during  my  dinner.  And  now,  will  you  tell  me 
that  Lord  Carlisle  is  not  nearer  related  to  him  than  some  folks 
thought  ?  Let  me  tell  you,  this  is  much  better  authentjyited  than  his 
lordship's  priority  to  Howard  of  Corbie,  in  which  you  are  mistaken, 
and  so  good  night, 

Your  roost  cordially.  Hoe.  Walpolb. 


TOiOEOBOE  SELWYN. 

Strawberry  Hijl.  Wednesday,  Aug.  10th,  at  nigbu  [1774] 
I  THINK  I  shall  be  with  you- on  Saturday;  at  least  I  know  that  I 
intend  to  set  out  to-morrow  and  lie  at  Park  Place ;  but  it  is  so  formi- 
dable to  me  to  bqgin  a  journey,  and  I  have  changed  my  mind  so  oftea 
about  this,  though  I  like  it  so  much,  that  I  beg  you  will  not  be  disap- 
pointed  if  you  do  not  see  me.  If  I  were  juvenile  enough,  to  setc^ 
at  midnight  and  travel  all  night,  you  would  be  sure  of  me ;  Jbut  folks 
who  do  any  thins  eagerly,  neiiher  know  nor  care  what  they  do.  Se- 
date me,  who  deliberate,  at  least  do  not  determine  but  on  preference; 
therefore,  if  I  surmount  difficulties,  I  shall  at  least  have  some  merit 
with*you ;  and,  if  I  do  riot,  you  must  allov^  that  the  difficulties  were 
prodigiQUs,  when  they  surmounted  so  much  inclination. 

In  this  wavering  situation  I  wish  you  good-night,  and  hope  I  shall 
wake  to-morrow  as  resolute  as  Hercules  or  Mr.  Bruce  ;*  but  pray  do 
not  give  me  live  beef  for  supper.  Ypurs  ever,  H.  W. 

To  George  Augustus  ^elwyn,  Esq., 
at  MatsoD,  near  Gloucester. 

*  The  celebrated  Abyssinian  traveller.  After  surTiviofg  perils,  such  as  it  In* 
been  the  fate  of  few'men  to  encounter,  he  died  by  an  accidental  fell  down  stains 
while  taking  farewell  of  some  guests,  in  Apri^  1794.  Notwithstanding  the  difficul- 
ties spoken  of  by  Mr.  Walpole,  he  visited  his  friend  as  we  find  by  Uie  following 
letter  to  the  Rev.  {dr.  Cole,  dated  the  15th  March :— "  Matson,  near  Gloucester. 
You  will  not  dislike  my  date.  I  am  in  the  very  mansion  where  Kinff  Charles  and 
his  two  eldest  sons  lay  during  the  siege ;  and  there  are  marks  of  the  last's  hacking 
with  his  hanger  on  a  window,  as  he  told  Mr.  Selwyn's  grandfather.  The  present 
master  has  done  due  honour  to  the  royal  residence,  and  erected  a  good  marble  bnst 
of  the  martyr,  in  a  little  gallery.  In  a  window  is  a  shield  in  painted  glass,  with 
that  King's  and  his  Queen*s  arms,  which  I  gave  him.  So  you  see  I  am  not  a  rebels 
when  alma  mater  antiquity  stands  godmother." 
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Mai>ah, 

The  most  proper  mark  of  respect  that  I  can  show  to  the  Ditke  or 
to  your  Royal  Highness  on  a  subject  of  such  momentous  importance, 
is  to  use  as  few  words  as  possible.  I  am  not  wise  enough  to  advise, 
much  less  to  deckfe  upon  It ;  nor  do  I  know  a  man  in  England  who 
I.think  could 'advise  the  Duke  upon  it  with  good  effect.  All  I  can  do 
is  to  suggest  what  comes  into  my  mind  on  the  most  fntense  thought 
and  coolest  reflection,  submitting  my  sentiments,  with  the  utmost  de- 
ference, to  his  ^loyal  Highnesses  judgment. 

No  man  living  has  a  higher  opinion  of  the  Duke  of  Richmond's 
unequalled  honour  and  integrity  tiiah  I  have,  I  respect  his  spirit  and 
abilities,  and  am  as  sure  as  I  can  be  of  any  thing  that  he  is  incapable 
of  an  unworthy  action.  Still  I  should  not  recommend  him  for  the 
mover,  if  the  questioti  is  resolved  apon.  The  D.  of  K.  is  particularly- 
unwelcome  to  his  Majesty;  and  the  measure  wilt  be  thought  the 
more  hostile  if  proposed  by  his  Grace, 

The  questfon  itself  seems  to  me  most  unlikely  of  success.  The 
Ministers  will  plead  that  when  the  King,  however  necessitous,  does 
not  ask  for  an  increase  of  income,  ffom  the  present  distressed  situa- 
tion of  the  country,  it  cannot  be  reasonable  to  augment  the  revenue 
of  his  brothers.  An  increase  of  the  King's  own  revenue  might  be 
supposed  to  include  the  charge  of  his  own  children ;  but  an  addition 
to  that  of  his  brothers,  would  not  lessen  the  burden  of  his  own  issue. 
And  it  would  infallibly  be  urged  that  so  numerous  a  progeny  as  his 
M ajesty'Sy  makes  it  imprudent  to  establish  a  precedent  of  such  large 
revenues  for  each  Prince  of  the  Royal  Family, 

In  any  case,  so  great  is  the  power  of  the  Crown,  and  so  infamous 
the  servility  of  Parliament,  that  there  cannot  be  the  shadow  of  hope 
that  an  increase  coufd  be  obtained  for  the  two  Royal  Dukes  against 
the  King's  inclination. 

But  a  question  moved  and  lost,  as  undoubtedly  this  would  be,  could 
only  make  His  Royal  Highness's  case  worse,  if  possible,  than  it  is  at 
present.  His  Royal  Highness's  father,  though  heir-apparent  to  an 
old  King,  could  not  obtain  an  increase  of  income  when  parties  ran 
high,  and  were  almost  equally  divided.  His  Royal  Highness,  the  Duke 
of  Gloucester,  can  hold  out  neither  hopes  nor  rewards,  and,  in  the 
very  low  ebb  of  opposition,  would  obtain  scarce  any  support.  When 
so  few  pay  common  respect  by  waiting  on  him,  though  not  discoun-* 
tenanced  for  it,  would  they  vote  for  him  ?  no,  not  all  that  now  pay 
their  duty  to  him. 

The  question  moved  and  lost  would  change  the  state  of  the  case 
to  His  Koyal  Highness's  disadvantage.  His  treatment  may  now  be 
thought  bard.  When  he  should  have  had  recourse  to  opposition, 
Trhich  a  parliamentary  application  would  be  called,  the  courtiers 
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would  term  it  a  hostile  measure^  and  thas  claim  a  sanction  for  their 
servility,  by  affecting  to  support  offended  majesty. 

The  King  himself  would  then  too  pjead  inat  he  only  acted  by  the 
opinion  of  Parliament,  who  did  not  think  it  reasonable  to  increase 
the  income  of  the  two  Prince?.  And  the  most  moderate  Minislen, 
ff  any  such  there  are,  who  may  have  wished  a  reconciliation  between 
the  King  and  his  brothers,  will  then  oppose  it,  as  concluding  thai,  by 
voting  against  them,  they  have  made  the  two  royal  dukes  their  per- 
sonal enemies. 

Thus  every  door  to  a  reconciliation  in  the  royal  family  would  be 
shut,  and  no  advantage  gained.  On  the  contrary.  His  Royal  High- 
ness would  only  let  the  world  know  how  few  friends  stand  by  him. 
When  so  few  even  pf  the  opposition  wait  on  him,  I  doubt  whether 
they  would  be  heartier  friends  to  his  interest 

These  seem  to  me  insurmountable  difficulties.  It  is  still  more  ar* 
duous  for  me  to  chalk  out  an  alternative* 

I  presumed  to  tell  your  Royal  Highness,  madam,  >when  you  first 
mentioned  this  great  point  to  me,  that  I  thought  (he  first  step  in  wis- 
dom to  be  taken,  was  to  engage  the  favour  of  mankind  to  the  Duke*! 
cause  by  showing  he  had  done  every  thing  rather  than  act  in  what 
might  be  called  a  hostile  manner.  liis  Royal  Highness  will,  I  flatter 
myself,  forgive  me  if  I  use  even  an  improper  term.  Will  it  be  too 
free-spoken  in  so  important  a  moment  to  say,  that  previous  to  an  ap- 
plication to  Parliament,  which  should  in  prudence  be  the  last  resort, 
I  would  recommerid  even  that  application,  if  the  .Duke  could  show 
he  had  tried  every  method  of  softening  his  Majesty's  displeasure? 
Nobody  knows  so  well  as  His  Royal  Highness  how  to  mrx  dignity 
with  propriety.  Could  not  His  Royal  Highness,  madam,  blend  those 
two  in  a  representation  of  his  youthful  error,  of  his  concern  for 
having  afflicted  an  affectionate  brother  and  king,  of  tenderness  for  a 
wife,  and  a  sweet  little  innocent  princess,  calling  on  His  Majesty's 
piety  for  forgiveness,  and  by  touching  his  heart  on  his  own  conjugal 
and  parental  affections;  and  above  all  by  stating  his  own  anxious 
cares  on  the  incertitude  of  the  fate  of  persons  so  dear  to  him  as  your 
Royal  Highness  and  the  infant  Princess,  his  daughter?  These,  ma- 
dam, are  noble  motives,  and  would  justify  a  tender  and  fraternal  ap- 
plication to  his  Majesty's  heart,  and  would  distress  it  far  differently 
from  a  question  in  Parliament.  They  would  engage  the  compassion 
of  the  disinterested  world,  and  in  the  last  resort  would  corroborate 
in  the  strongest  manner  all  arguments  in  Parliament,  where  it  would 
certainly  be  asked  if  his  Royal  Highness  had  used  any  intercession 
with  the  Jving,  his  brother.  When  the  Duke  had  tried  all  other  me- 
thods in  vain,  such  application  could  not  be  condemned;  and  the  pre- 
ference of  all  softer  methods  first  would  redound  to  His  Royal  High- 
nesses honour. 

Having  said  thus  much,  madam,  I  think  my  conscience  and  duty 
oblige  me  to  add,  that  I  think  it  indispensably  incumbent  on  those  who 
have  the  honour  to  be  related  to  your  Hoyal  Highness^  to  give  you 
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T)o  adyice  but  sOch  as  may  tend  *to  repair  the  breaches  which  the 
Duke's  tenderness  for  you  has  occasioned  in  the  Royal  Family.  The 
good  of  his  Royal  Highness  calls  on  you  and  on  us  to  consult  his 
welfare  in  the  first  instance.  You  have  always  told  me  how  de- 
sirous you  are  of  sacrificing  yourself  for  him.  I  know  the  upright- 
ness of  your  heart,  madam,  and  I  know  you  spoke  truth.  Advise 
him  to  whatever  is  most  foe  bis  benefit  and  credit.  Do  your  duty  by 
him,  and  trust  to  a  just  God  for  your  reward.  In  the  presence  of 
that  God  I  have  given  you  the  best  advice  in  my  power.  I  am  sure 
I  have  not  disobliged  you  by  my  freedom :  I  hope  I  have  not  ofiended 
his  Royal  Highness,  but  I  declare  on  my  conscience  and  honour,  that 
I  know  not  what  better  advice  to  give,  and  sign  it  with  my  name,  as 
the  firm  opinion  of,  madam,  your  Royal  Highnesses 
Most  faithful  and  devoted  humble  servant, 

Horace  Walpole. 
Jan.  27, 1T74, 


.    to  oborob  «blwtn. 

Paris,  Sept  le^  1775w 
Mr.  Brodbrick  brought  me  your  letter  yesterday,  and  I  told  him, 
as  you  may  be  sure,  how  glad  I  shall  be  to  be  of  any  use  to  him.  I 
shall  be  of  little,  I  believe,  as  his  object  is  to  see  things,  not  persons. 
Madame  Dn  Deffand  would  have  been  more  pleased  with  your  mes- 
sage, which  I  delivered  immediately,  if  she  had  "had  greater  faith  in 
it:  yet,  when  Crawford  and  I  come  so  often,  how  can  she  doubt  her 
power  of  attraction  7  If  possible,  she  is  more  worth  visiting  than 
ever :  so  far  am  I  from  being  ashamed  of  coming  hither  at  my  age, 
that  I  look  on  myself  as  wiser  than  one  of  the  Magi,  when  I  travel  to 
adore  this  star  in  the  East.  The  star  and  I  went  to  the  Opera  hiet 
night,  and  vfh&n  we  came  from  Madame  de  Yalidre's,  at  one  in  the 
morning,  it  wanted  to  drive  about  the  town,  because  it  was  too  early 
to  9ei.  To  be  suce,  you  and  I  have  dedicated  our  decline  to  very  dif* 
ferent  occupations.  You  nurse  a  little  girl  of  four  years  old,  and  I 
rake  with  an  old  woman  of  fourscore  I*  N^imparte  /we  know  many 
saffes  that  take  great  pains  to  pass  their  time  with  less  satisfaction. 

We  have  both  one  capital  mortification ;  have  not  you  1  That  a 
great-grand-daughter  of  Madame  de  Sevign^  pretends,  for  it  is  not 
certain,  that  she  has  been  debauched  by  ancient  Richelieu,t  and  half 
the  world  thinks  that  she  is  more  guilty  of  forcery^-  The  memoirs 
of  the  two  parties  are  half  as  voluminous  as  those  of  Monsieur  da 
Guinea,  and  more  are  to  appear. 

*  At  this  period  Madame  du  Deifiind  had  entered  into  her  79th  year.— E&. 

t  The  Marshal  Duo  de  Rtcheliea,  so  oelebrated  for  his  wit,  his  gaTlantries,  and 
niHtary  talents,  was  at  this  period  in  his  eightieth  year.  He  died  in  Augost,  1798, 
«t  the  age  of  mnety4wt. 

84* 
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You  shall  bave  sooae  royal  printiu  iNew  fa^biooft  in  dress»  furni- 
ture, baubles^  I  haVe  seen  none.  Feathers  are  waning»  and  almost 
confined  io  Jilles  and  foreigners.  I  found  out  an  English womaa  at 
the  Opera  last  night  by  her  being  oovered  with  plumes  and  no  rouge; 
so  well  our  countrywomen  contrive  to  display  their  virtue! 

I  do  not  tell  you  about  Mons.  Tupgot's*  regulations  and  reforma- 
tions, because  you  care  no  more  about  their  po^'e  than  your  own; 
but  you  shall  hear  a  bon-mot  of  Madame  du  Defiand.  Mons.  Turgot 
has  begun  several  reforms  and  retracted  them:  she  said, — Dam  k 
bon  vieux  terns  on  reculoU^pour  mieux  tanUer^  au  Heu  que  Mm^  Thtrgot 
gauU  pour  mieux  reculer. 

Of  the  house  of  Harrington  I  know  as  much  as  you  do.  Lady 
Barrymore  is  heref  and  my  Lord  and  Lady  Harriot  J  are  coojing; 
the  first  is  excessively  admired.  Lady  Mary  Coke,  Heary  GrenvilJe^ 
and  his  wife,  Crawford,  Lord  Coleraine4|  and  Lord  Duncannon,  are 
here :  the  latter  will  carry  this  letter.  There  are  many  other  English; 
but  I  did  not  come  hither  to  get  acquaintance  of  that  sort.  Madame^ 
du  Defiand  has  filled  up  her  vacancies,  and  given  me  enough  new 
French.  With  one  of  them  you  would  be  delighted,  a  Madan>e  de 
Marchais.  She  is  not. perfectly  young,  has  a  face  like  a  Jew  pedlar, 
her  person  is  about  four  feet,  her  head  about  six,  and  her  coiffure 
about  tea.  Her  forehead,  chin,  and  neck,  are  whiter  than  a  miller's; 
and  she  wears  more  festoor^  of  natural  flowers  than  9ii  the  Jigunantee 
at  the  Opera.  Her  eloquence  is  still  more  abundant,  her  aiiaUiene 
exuberant.  She  talks  volumes,  writes  folios — I  mean  in-biUeis;  pre- 
sides over  the  Jlcadhnie^  inspires  passions,  and  has  not  time  enough 
lo  heal  a  quarter  of  the  wounds  she  gives.  She  has  a  bouse  io  a  doI^ 
shjell,  that  is  fuller  of  invention  than  a  fairy  tale ;  her  bed  stands  io 
the  middle  of  the  room,  because  there  is  no  other  space  that  would 
hold  it;  it  is  surrounded  by  such  a  perspective  of  looking ^glassesy 
Ihat  you 'may  see  all  that  passes  ia  it  from  the  first  ante-chamber 
But  you  will  see  her  if  you  conie  in  spring,  which  you  will  not  do^ 
unless  you  bring  Mie  Mie  and  Raton,  and  one  or  two  of  Lord  Cai^- 
lisle's  children ;  and  that  you  will  be  afraid  of  doing,  for  Madame  da 
DefFandr  has  got  a  favourite  dog»^  that  will  bite  all  Uieir  noses  off,  and 

*Tbe  French  Minister  of  Finance.— Ed. 

^  EmlliB)  third  daughter  of  Williant,  second  Earl  of  Harrington,  and  wife  of 
Eicbard,  sixth  Earl  of  Barrymor«.  She  died  in  176(X  Walpola  writes  to  General 
Conway  on  the  6th  of  this  month :  ^  Lady  Barryoiore  baa  taken  a  bottse .  She  wiH 
be  glutted  with  comqueata :  I  never  saw  any  body  so  much  admired,  I  doubt  her 
poor  little  head  will  be  quite  overset/' — Ed. 

\  Lady  Henriettk  Stanhope,  fourth  daughter  of  lord  Harrington,  married,  in 
March,  1776s  Thomas,  foerth  Lord  Foley.    She  di«d  in  178L— Ed. 
.  {  Henry  Grcnville,  brother  to  Richard,  first  Earl  Teiftple,  had  leceatiy  beea  an- 
baaaador  at  Constantinople.    He  married,  October  11, 1757,  Margaret,  sister  of 
Joha  Hodgkinsoa  Bai^  Eaq.— Ea. 

I  John  Hanger,  second  Lord  Coleraine  in  Ireland.    He  died  20  November,  1794. 

1  The  well-known  Tonton  bequeathed  by  Madame  du  DeffiuuL  to  Horace  Wal^ 
pole,  and  so  frequently  alluded  to  ia  his  letters.    Waipole.arritea  lo  Gentnl  CoQr 
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was^  very  aear  teuing  ovt  om  of  Lady  Barrymore's  eyes  the  other 
night.    Adieu !  I  shall  see  you  by  the  middle  of  October  the  Slst, 

Yours,  &c, 
P.S.  Duacaanoo  is  Dot  goQe>  but  I  can  send  my  letter  to-morrow, 
and  shall. 


To  Geo»^e  Aoffustus  Selwyo,  Esq., 
ia  Staohope  Street,  Berkeley  Square,  London. 


TO  THE  DUKE  OP  GLOUCESTER. 

January  17, 1775. 
Sia, 

Youa  Royal  Highnesses  commands  are  so  much  a  law  to  me  that, 
though  deeply  conscious  of  the  inequality  of  my  understanding  to  so 
arduous  a  question,  and  full  of  fears  lest  a  word  should  drop  from  me 
that  should  lead  your  Royal  Highness  into  any  step  prejudicial  to 
yourself,  or  to  the  Princesses,  your  daughters.  I  venture  to  lay  my 
thoughts  al  your  Royal  Highnesses  feet ;  only  entreating,  if  they  ap- 
pear to  have  any  weight  in  them,  that  your  Royal  Highness  would 
not  adopt  them'  till  tney  have  been  approved  by  better  judgments 
than  mine. 

Before  I  speak,  siri  on  the  question  whether  your  Royal  Highness 
should  take  any  measure  in  Parliament  for  procuring  a  provision  for 
your  family,  permit  me,  sir,  to  state  an  apprehension  that  has  struck 
me,  from  the  conversation  I  had  the  honour  of  having  with  you,  the 
last  time  I  saw  you.  Your  tloyal  Highness  expressed  doubts  whe- 
ther there  might  not  be  some  idea  of  cathng  the  legitimacy  of  your 
children  in  question.  Alas  I  sir,  if  it  is  possible  that  any  human  mind 
should  have  such  an  idea,  would  not  a  motion*  in  Parliament  be  the 
likeliest  method  of  bringing  that  horrid  intention  into  execution  7  The 
Parliament  is  so  infamous,  that  it  could,  I  firmly  believe,  be  brought 
to  lend  its  assistance  to  any  thing.  As  your  Royal  Highness's  hint 
of  carrying  any  part  of  your  cause  thither,  has  not  alarmed — may 
one  not  auppose  that,  not  alarming,  it  pleases  T  What  will  either 
House  not  do  ?  what  has  either  refused  to  do  1  Consider,  sir,  how 
many  would  be  glad  to  colour  over  their  mean  desertion  or  neglect 

way,  on  the  eighth  of  September,  1775 :  **  Tonton  grows  the  greater  favourite  th« 
more  people  he  devours.  Ab  I  am  the  only  person  who  dare  correct  him,  I  have 
already  insisted  on  his  being  confined  in  the  Baatile  erery  day  after  five  o'clocl. 
The  other  night  he  flew  at  Lady  Rurymora^s  face,  and  I  thought  woald  have  tom 
bar  eye  out;  but  it. ended  in  biting  her  finger.  She  was  terrified;  she  fell  inio 
tears.  Madame  Du  Deffiiod,  who  has  too  much  parts  not  to  see  every  thing  in  its 
true  light,  perceiving  that  she  had  not  beaten  Tonton  half  enough,  immediately  told 
us  a  story  of  a  lady,  whose  dogi  having  bitten  a  piece  out  of  a  gentleman's  leg,  the 
tender  (liine,  ia  a  great  fright,  eried  out,  **  Won't  it  make  my  dog  sick?"  Ck>lleo- 
tive  EUition  of  Walpole's  Letters,  vol.  v.  p.  4^. 
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of  you,  bj  calling  into  question  the  vfrKdity  of  your  marriage,  aad, 
consequently,  of  the  birth  of  your  chiMren.  Shame  is  apt  to  fly  to 
crimes  for  a  veil.  I  have  no  difficulty.in  speaking  on  this  question: 
your  Royal  Highness  must  authenticate  the  kgitimacy  of  your  chil* 
dren,  before  you  think  of  a  provision  for  them.  I  rest  it  there,  sir, 
not  to  trouble  you  with  unnecessary  words. 

Iti  regard  to  the  question  your  Royal  Highness  was  pleased  to  pot 
to  me,  on  some  motion  for  a  provision,  I  will  consider  it  in  two  lights; 
in  the  first,  whether  it  would  be  proper  for  any  lords  to  take  it  up. 
This,  sir,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  lies  in  a  very  small  compass,  and  extends  to 
a  very  few  lords  in  the  opposition ;  your  Royal  Highness  knows  already 
my  opinion,  that  a  few.  opposing  lords  would  only  do  your  cause  signal 
mischief,  and  would  give  the  pretended  sanction,  that  I  fear  is  wished 
for,  to  doing  nothing  for  you — and  therefore  if  I  am  not  wrong,  not  to 
be  attempted.  The  Dpke  of  R — ,  with  whom  I  have  talked,  fears 
nothing,  sir,  but  hurting  your  cause.  He  is  so  personally  obnoxiousi 
that  he  thinks  a  motion  from  your  Royal  Hiehnessand  himself  would 
only  be  considered,  certainly  represented,  as  factious — his  Grace's  ten- 
derness and  delicacy  would  not  suffer  him  to  add,  that  none  of  his 
friends  would  support  him,  though  he  knows  they  would  not.  But  what 
could  be  expected,  sir,  from  a  measure  so  generally  Abandoned? 
When,  could  it  be  revived  with  success,  unless  not  only  times,  but 
men,  should  be  totally  altered  t 

I  can  then,  sir,  have  but  one  idea  left,  the  same  I  suggested  oa 
Monday,  if  your  Royal  Highness  should  still  think  the  present  sea* 
son  a  proper  one,  though  it  is  probable  that  nothing  will  be  stirred 
this  year  in  relation  to  an  mcrease  of  the  revenue  of  the  Crown.  I 
must  throw  myself  on  your  Royal  Highnesses  great  goodness  andge- 
nerosity  before  I  presume  to  utter  what  I  have  farther  to  say.  You 
have  indeed,  sir,  commanded  me,  given  me  leave  to  speak  what  I 
think,  and  dare  not  ^  such  a  crisis  but  speak  what  I  think.  Be  not 
offended,  sir ;  my  heart  burns  to  serve  you,  but  I  will  not  waste  your 
time  on  my  idle  apologies.  My  sincerity  must  be  proved  by  my 
actions. 

I  have  said,  sir,  how  infamous  I  think  Parliaments.  I  have  not 
80  bad  an  opinion  of  all  mankind  in  general.  Humanity  can  ope- 
rate, when  interest  is  silent.  It  seems  essential,  in  my  opinion,  to 
anj^  future  service  that  your  Royal  Highness  may  reap  from  a  mo- 
tion in  Parliament,  that  the  cry  of  mankind  should  be  raised  loud  in 
your  favour.  That  can  only  be  excited  by  stating  your  sufTerifigs, 
and  by  being  able  to  prove  that  you  have  done  every  thing  in  your 
power  to  reconcile  his  Majesty,  and  to  deprecate  his  anger.  The 
plan  I  should  humbly  offer  to  your  Royal  Highness  for  your  conduct 
will  best  explain  my  meaning,  laying  it  before  you,  sir,  with  the  at* 
most  deference  and  diflidcnce;  far  from  presuming  to  dictate,  bat 
obeying  from  perfect  submission. 

I  should  begins  sir»  by  writing  an  ostensible  letter  to  the  Kiogi 
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Ming  paidoB  for  a  natural  youthful  error,  regretting  his  displeasure, 
imreatiog  a  return  of  his  fraternal  affections,  stating  my  own  ill  health, 
and  how  much  that  must  be  augmented  by  his  resentment,  and  at 
least  imploring  he  would  give  that  relief  to  a  sick  body  and  wounded 
miod  of  promising  be  would  make  a  proper  provision  for  persons  so 
dear  to  me  as  my  wife  and  children.    As  heightening  the  picture  a 
little  w6uld  not  add  to  your  Royal  Highness's  dtboder,  I  would  beg 
the  comfort  of  taking  leave  of  him  in  so  eriticia)  a  situation  of  my 
\  health.    If  this  should  have  no  effect,  sir,  I  would  just  before  leaving 
England,  in  my  place  in  the  Hduse  of  Lords,  acquaint  their  Lordships 
[  that  I  was  grieved  that  his  Majesty  was  so  much  offended  at  a  youthful 
!  error,  whieb,  as  it  was  neither  repugnant  to  religion  nor  law  at  that 
I  time,  had  flattered  myself  had  not  been  irremissible.    That  I  had  done 
bat  what  the  heir  of  the  crown,  James  JI.,  when  Duke  of  York,  had 
;  done  and  been  forgiven,  and  what  had  very  frequently  been  dose  by 
tber  Princes  of  the  Royal  blood,  and  by  Kings  6f  ]^ngland  themselves. 
That  I  had  never  refused  any  match  that  had  been  proposed,  and  had 
I  only  chosen  for  myself  when  no  wife  had  been  sought  for  me.     That  I 
had  referred  legal  matrimony  to  the  dissoluteness  of  youth ;  that  I  had 
I  selected  a  woman  of  blameless  virtue;  and  that  I  had  done  what 
!  their  Lordships  could  not  disapprove,  I  had  chosen  a  lady  from  their 
:  own  class,  into  which  Princes  of  the  blood  used  to  marry.    I  would 
then  acquaint  them  with  the  steps  I  had  in  vain  taken  for  a  reconci- 
liation.   I  would  entreat  them  to  be  mediators  with  the  King  for 
I  remission  of  my  (ault  in   marrying  without  his  approbation.    I 
t  would  acquaint  them  with  the  precarious  state  of  my  health,  which 
,  obliged  me  to  leave  the  kingdom  and  my  family  unprovided  for ;  and 
I  I  would  beg  them,  as  Christian  Peers  and  his  Majesty's  great  Council, 
i  to  endeavour  to  repair  the  breaches  in  the  Royal  Family ;  and,  if  any- 
[  thing  should  happen  to  me,  to  intercede  with  bis  Majesty's  piety  and 
I  forgiveness,  to  make  a   suitable  provision  for  two  innocent  young 
[  Princesses  of  his  own  blood,  who  had  never  offended  him ;  and  I 
r  Would  add,  that,  to  avoid  any  suspicion  of  intending  disturbing  his 
Majesty's  miod,  I  declined  making  any  present  parliamentary  appli- 
•  cation  for  my  children,  but  would  leave  to  the  wisdom  of  their  Lord- 
I  ships  to  take  the  most  proper  time  of  being  intercessors  for  me  and 
my  family  with  my  Royal  Brotfier.    This  address,  sir,  to  the  Lords 
I  I  would  deliver  in  writing,  and  would  desire  it  might  be  entered  o& 
;  the  journals.     I  would  then  retire  and  leave  them. 
I     But  now,  sir,  after  taking  such  a  latitude  of  liberty,  whom  shall  I 
;  interest  to  bo  intercessor  for  me  with  your  Royal  Highness — your 
t  own  excellent  heart,  sir?    No,  you  cannot  be  offended  at  seal, 
^^en  if  it  has  passed  its  due  bounds*    On  my  soul,  sir,  I  think  that 
what  I  have  said,  is  the  best  method  I  can  devise  for  obtaining  your 
Boyal  Highness's  object.    No  bish-flowa  loyalty  nor  grovelling  cdf- 
interest  has  dictated  my  words.    If  Farltaiasent  isagainst  you,  the  ma- 
jority of  mankind  must  be  gained  over  by  acting  as  they  would  advise. 
m  advise  youi  6iri  to  sto^  beyond  what  your  Royal  heart  would  «ug- 
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gest,  it  is  for  tho  sake  of  your  chHdren,  who  will  ptead  when  Ifdl.  1( 
you  are  in  the  right,  in  the  world's  eye,  whatever  it  cost^  your  feeKng, 
it  will  be  of  use  to  them.  The  circumstances  may  change ;  yoor  * 
health,  I  trust  in  God,  will  be  revest abiished,  and  the  more  sacrifices 
you  have  made,  the  higher  you  will  stand  in  the  esteem  of  mankind. 
I  still  flatter  myself  you  will  enjoy  all  the  happineds  and  dignity  doe 
to  your  virtues  and  birth.  I  am  not  likely  to  see  that  moment,  nor 
should  profit  by  it  if  I  did  ;  but  I  have  done  my  duty  as  your  true 
servant,  and  if  I  was  now  at  my  last  hour,  I  coukl  not  give  you  any 
other  advice  than  what  I  now  presume  to  lay  at  your  feet. 

P.S.  If  your  Royal  Highness  should  deem  this  isdvice  timid,  I 
beg  it  may  be  tried  by  this  test,  whether  your  Royal  Highness  thinks, 
air,  that  any  one  of  your  enemies  would  be  glad  I  had  given  this  ad- 
vice ;  undoubtedly,  sir,  the  more  you  take  care  to  be  in  the  right 
yourself,  the  more,  you  put  those  who  hurt  you  with  the  King  in  tin 
wrong. 


TO  THE  DUCHESS  OP  GLOUCESTER. 

I  DO  assure  you,  madam,  youi'  Royal  Highness  is  totally  mistaken 
about  Lord  Ch — — ,  whom  I  have  not  seen  this  month.  I  received 
my  account  from  no  relation  or  friend,  but  from  a  gentleman  of  the 
strictest  honour,  who  came  to  me  as  not  knowing  else  how  to  cob- 
vey  the  information  to  you.  I  will  upon  no  account  name  him,  as  I 
gave  him  my  word  I  would  not.  I  am  extremely  happy  there  i«  ^J 
ho  truth  in  the  idea,  though  it  came  to  me  in  so  serious  a  manner 
and  from  a  man  so  incapable  of  an  ill-meaning,  that  it  was  my  duty 
to  acquaint  you  with  it;  and  as  I  desired  to  be  named  to  your  daogh* 
ters,  they  will  know  how  kind  my  intention  was,  and  that  I  am,  m 
I  have  professed  to  them,  as  affectionate  as  if  I  was  their  father. 

I  shall  be  very  glad,  madam,  of  your  brother*s  picture,  and  vr& 
try  to  find  a  place  for  it;  but  it  is  far  from  being  the  only  near  rela- 
tion of  whom  I  have  no  portrait — I  have  none  of  Lord  Dysart,  of 
the  Bishop,  of  Lady  Malpas,  of  Mr.  and  ]\frs.  Cholmondeley,  of  Lady 
Cadogan,  &c. — and  therefore  the  remark  of  the  persons*  that  oV 
served  your  brother's  being  wanting,  was  not  very  good-natured  to 
him  or  me.  Many  of  the  family  pictures  I  happened  to  have ;  olhefs 
I  begged  as  I  wanted  them  for  particular  places ;  and,  indeed,  fhr- 
'  nished  my  house  to  please  myself,  not  to  please  such  people  as  those 
who  have  been  so  obliging  as  to  tell  your  Royal  Highness  that  my 
not  having  your  brother's  picture  was  a  mark  of  contempt  I  hafe 
no  desire  of  pleasing  those  who  were  capable  of  saying  such  a  thing 
to  you*  Your  affection  for  his  memory  is  most  amiable,  and  I  shall 
obey  you  with  pleasure;  but  allow  me  to  say,  madam,  that  I  hope 
you  wiH  always  judge  of  me  by  what  you  know  of  me,  and  not  from 
^umimeDter  of  others.    I  hare  (Men  tax^d  with  partiality  for  you,  loog 
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before  there  was  a  question  of  your  present  rank ;  nor  dp  I  believe 
you  suspect  me  of  attachment  to  you  from  that  motive.  I  am  too 
,  old,  too  independent,  and  too  contented  to  have  hopes  or  fears  from 
any  body.  I  have  the  highest  respect  for  his  Royal  Highness's  cha- 
racter and  virtues^  and  always  shall  have;  and  am  proud  of  paying 
my  court  to  him,  when  it  can  only  flow  from  personal  reverence. 
Were  he  in  the  situation  he  ought  to  be,  I  should  be  but  the  less  anx- 
ious to  show  it. 

Indeed  I  little  expected  to  be  suspected  of  wanting  attachment  to 
any  part  of  my  family.  I  have  been  laughed  at,  perhaps  deservedly, 
for  family  pride,  which  certainly  is  not  always  a  proof  of  family  af- 
fection. I  trust  I  have  given  proofs  that  they  are  not  disunited  in 
me;  and  yet,  except  from  my  father,  I  never  received  either  benefils 
or  favours;  and  from  him  only  my  places,  and  a  small  fortune  not 
paid.  Thusj^whatever  I  have  except  my  share  of  Mr.  Shorter's  for- 
tune that  came  to  me  by  his  leaving  no  will,  and  consequently  was 
no  obligation,  I  neither  received  from  my  family  jior  owe  to  it.  It 
has  been  saved  by  my  own  prudence,  is  my  own  to  dispose  of  as  I 
please,  and,  however  I  distribute  it,  or  to  whom  will  be  a  gift,  not  a 
claim. 

I  should  not  say  thus  much,  madam,  but  when  one  can  think  it 
worth  while  to  make  invidious  remarks  to  you  on  a  tender  point  with 
you,  on  what  is  or  is  not  in  my  house,  you  will  allow  me  to  justify  my- 
self, and  even  open  my  heart  to  you,  to  whom  I  desire  it  should  be 
known,  though  I  certainly  owe  no  account  to  any  body  on  so  trifling 
a  subject  as  the  furniture  of  a  house  which  I  am  master  io  do  what 
I  please  with,  living  or  dead.  It  was  from  no  disregard  for  your 
brother  that  I  had  not  his  picture.  I  love  Lady  Cadogan  very  much, 
as  I  do,  surely,  your  daughters  and  nieces,  yet  have  not  happened  to 
have  their  pictures ;  and  though  I  have  probably  said  a  great  deal  too 
much,  like  an  old  man,  it  is  always  a  mark  of  afiection  when  I  sub- 
mit to  justify  myself  on  an  unjust  accusation;  and  as  tenderness  for 
my  family  is  the  duty  in  which  I  have  in  my  whole  life  been  the 
least  culpable,  though  very  blameable  in  a  thousand  other  respects, 
it  18  very  pardonable  to  be  circumstantial  and  prolix  to  her  whose 
reproach  w^s  kind  and  good,  and  whom  I  desire  to  convince  that  I 
have  neither  wanted  afiection  for  my  family,  nor  am  unjust  to  it.  I 
have  the  honour  to  be,  madam,  your  Royal  Highness's 

Most  faithful,  humble  servant, 
May  10, 1778. 

HOKACE  WaLPOLE. 
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TO  LOED  ORFOEB. 

Mr  Deau  Lord,  ^ 

Your  Lordship  is  very  good  in  thanking  me  for  what  I  could  not 
claim  any  thanks,  as  in  complying  with  your  request  and  assisting 
you  to  settle  your  afTairs,  according  to  my  father's  will  was  not  only  ! 
my  duty;  but  to  promote  your  service  and  benefit,  to  re-establish  the 
affairs  of  my  family,  and  to  conform  myself  to  the  views  of  the  Ex-  j 
celldnt  Man,  the  glory  of  human  nature,  who  made  us  all  what  we 
are,  has  been  constantly  one  of  the  principal  objects  of  my  whole  life. 
If  my  labours  and  wishes  have  been  crowned  with  small  success,  it  has 
been  owing  to  my  own  inability  in  the  first  place,  and  nextto'teo- 
derness,  and  to  the  dirt  and  roguery  of  wretches  below  my  notice. 
For  your  Lordship,  I  may  presume  to  say,  I  have  spared  no  thougbf, 
industry,  solicitude,  application,  or  even  health,  when  I  had  the  care 
of  your  affairs.  What  I  did  and  could  have  done,  if  you  had  not 
thought  fit  to  prefer  a  most  conceited  and  worthless  fellow,  I  can  de- 
monstrate by  reams  of  papef,  that  may  one  day  or  other  prove  what 
I  say,— 'and  which,  if  I  have  not  yet  done,  it  proceeds  from  the  same 
tenderness  that  I  have  ever  had  for  your  Lordship's  tranquillity  and 
repose.  To  acquiesce  afterwards  in  the  arrangement  you  have  pro- 
posed to  nie,  is  small  merit  indeed.  My  honour  is  much  dearer  to 
me  than  fortune ;  and  to  contribute  to  your  Lordship's  enjoying  yoor 
fortune  with  credit  and  satisfaction,  is  a  point  I  would  have  pur- 
chased with  far  greater  compliances ;  for,  my  Lord,  as  I  flatter  myself 
that  I  am  not  thought  an  interested  man,  so  all  who  know  me  know 
that  to  see  the  lustre  of  my  family  restored  to  the  consideration 
to  which  it  was  raised  by  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  shining  in  yon, 
and  transmitted  to  his  and  your  descendants,  was  the  only  ambition 
that  ever  actuated  me.  No  personal  advantage  entered  into  those 
views  ;  and  if  I  say  thus  much  of  myself  with  truth,  I  owe  still  greater 
justice  to  my  brother,  who  has  many  more  virtues  than  I  can  pretend 
to,  and  is  as  incapable  of  forming  any  mean  and  selfish  wishes  as  any 
man  upon  earth.  We  are  both  old  men  now,  and  without  sons  to  in- 
spire us  with  future  visions.  We  wish  to  leave  your  Lordship  in  as 
happy  and  respectable  a  situation  as  you  were  born  to ;  and  we  have 
both  given  you  all  the  proof  in  our  power,  by  acquiescing  in  yoar 
proposal,  immediately. 

For  me,  my  Lord,  I  should  with  pleasure  accept  the  honour  of 
waiting  on  yoq  at  Houghton,  at  the  time  you  mention,  if  my  lame> 
ness  and  threats  of*  the  gout  did. not  forbid  my  taking  so  long  a  joar* 
ney  at  this  tipne  of  the  year.  At  sixty-one  it  would  not  become  me 
to  talk  of  anotl^er  year;  perhaps  I  may  never  go  to  Houghton  agaio» 
till  I  go  thither  for  ever — but  without  affectation  of  philosophy,  even 
the  path  to  that  journey  will  be  sweetened  to  me,  if  I  leave  Houghton 
the  flourishing  monument  of  one  of  the  best  Ministers  that  erer  blest 
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this  once  floarishing  country.    I  ami  my  tlear  Lord,  Yoars 

moat  affectionately,  '  « 

Horace  Walpole. 
Stnwberry  Hill,  Oct.  5, 1778. 
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Stnwtierry  Hill,  July  5, 1779. 

I  TAKB  the  liberty,  wWch  I  know  you  will  forgive,  rfty  dear  sir,  of 
troubling  you  with  the  enclosed,  begging  that  you  will  add  any  thing 
that  is  necessary  to  the  direction, -^as  par  la  Hollander  or  whatever 
else  is  requisite, — and  to  put  it  into  the  post  as  soon  as  you  receive 
it.  Fray  tell  me  too,  what  is  necessary  to  the  direction,  and  where 
my  maid  in  town  must  put  in  my  future  letters  to  Paris,  that  I  may  not 
trouble  you  any  more  with  them.  I  fear  they  will  not  go  so  safely 
and  regularly  as  in  the  old  way,  which  will  vex  our  good  old  friend,^ 
who  cannot  bear  to  lose  any  of  her  stated  occupations. 

I  have  just  received  a  present  of  four  beautiful  drawings  of  Grig- 
nan,  which  far  exceed  my  ideas  of  its  magnificence  and  charming 
situation.  I  had  concluded  that  Madame  de  S^vign6,  either  from 
partiality  or  to  please  the  Seigneur,  had  exceeded  its  pomps  and 
command.t  I  long  to  show  them  to'you  and  talk  the  mover,  and  am 
glad  to  have  any  thing  new  that  may  tempt  you  hither.  Can  you  tell 
me  if  the  Duchess  of  Leinster  still  goes  to  Aubigny ;  and,  if  she  does, 
when ;  and  if  she  is  in  London  ?  I  shall  be  much  abliged  to  you  for 
a  true  account  of  Lord  Bolingbroke.;]:  It  is  not  common  curiosity 
that  makes  me  anxious,  though  not  particularly  interested  about  him, 
nor  is  he  the  husband  I  most  wish  dead. 

Yours  most  sincerely,  H.  W. 

•  Madamo  da  Defiknd. 

t  Walpole  writes  to  the  Hon.  George  Hardinge,  on  the  4th, — **  I  have  now  received 
the  drawings  of  Grignao,  and  know  not  how  to  express  mylsatisfaction  and  gratitude 
tat  by  a  siDjr  witticism,  that  is  like  the  studied  quaintness  of  the  last  age.  In  short 
tbey  are  so  much  more  beaotifol  than  I  expected,  that  I  am  not  surprised  at  your 
having  surprised  me  by  exceeding  even  what  I  expected  from  your  well-koown 
^iodoess  to  me;  they  are  charmingly  executed,  and  with  great  taste.  I  own,  too, 
that  Grignan  is  grander,  and  in  a  much  finer  situation,  than  I  had  imagined;  as  I 
coacladed  that  the  witchery  of  Madame  de  Sevign6's  ideas  and  style  had  spread  the 
■ame  leaf-gold  over  ;>/ace«  with  which  she  gilded  her /rtemfs."— Collective  Edit 
irol.  vl.  p-  56. 

1  Frederick,  second  Viscount  Bolingbroke,  Selwyn's  early  friend*  He  survived 
taiMay  5, 1787. 
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TO  LORD  HAROOUBT* 

1780* 

My  Lord> 

Thottoh  I  think  myself  so  inconsiderable  a  man  that  it  will  be  im- 
pertinent to  give  an  account  of  my  conduct  to  the  public ;  yet,  as  I 
should  be  most  unhappy  to  lie  under  any  suspicion^  in  the  eyes  of  my 
friends,  of  acting  or  being  silent,  from  mercenary  views,  in  the.pre- 
sent  most  serious  moment,  Ideclare  that  my  reasons  for  npt.  appear- 
ing in  Westminster  Hall,  and  signing  a  petition  to  Parliament /or  a 
necessary  and  effectual  reform  of  the  expenditure  of  public  monet/t  are 
not  from  disapprobation  of  the  measure,  or  from  a  wish  that  so  sa- 
lutary a  measure  should  miscarry,  or  from  the  least  disposition  to 
court  favour  any  where,  or  with  any  party ;  the  last  of  which  mean  and 
interested  views  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  whole  tenor  of  mj 
life,  and  shall  never  stain  the  small  remaining  part  of  it* 

But  the  reason  of  my  not  signing  such  petition  is,  that  possessing 
nothing  but  sinecure  places,  I  must  consider  myself  rather  as  a  remote 
object  of  the  Reformation,  than  as  a  proper  person  to  demand  it.  To 
petition  for  the  abolition  of  sinecure  places,  and  to  hope  not  to  be 
included  in  the  reduction,  would  be  unworthy  of  a  man.  To  sayl 
was  ready  to  resign  mine,  would  be  hypocritic  ostentation  (for  oo 
man,  I  believe,  is  ready  to  part  with  his  whole  income)  and  would 
be  a  hardship  on  others  in  the  same  predicament,  who  should  be  uih 
willing  to  offer  the  same  sacrifice,  and  would  be  honester  men  as  more 
sincere. 

The  line  of  conduct,  therefore,  that  I  think  the  most  decent  for  me 
to  take,  is  to  be  totally  silent,  and  submit  myself  to  the  determination 
of  the  legislature  of  my  country,  and  to  be  content  with  what  in  its 
wisdom  it  shall  decide  for  the  benefit  of  the  nation.  I  hold  nothing 
from  personal  merit  or  services,  and  must  not  complain  if  my  ease 
and  comforts  are  diminished  for  the  public  good.  But  I  cannot  in 
conscience  sign  a  request  for  the  abolition  of  the  places  of  others,  wbo 
hold  them  by  law,  as  I  do  mine,  and  who  are  more  worthy  of  them 
than  J  am  of  mine.  Neither  can  I  demand  the  abolition  of  places 
not  held  for  life,  but  the  possessors  of  w)iich  are  more  useful  members 
of  society,  have  smaller  incomes  than  mine,  and  execute  more  busi- 
ness than  I  do,  who  execute  none — for  I  must  speak  the  truth,  and 
the  whole  truth.  It  would  a  be  a  great  want  of  feeling  and  of  gene- 
rosity in  me,  to  desire  that  any  man  should  be  discarded,  who  is  ^^ 
moveable  at  pleasure,  because  nothing  but  a  new  law  can  remove  me 
from  my  place. 

Upon  the  whole,  my  Lord,  it  is  no  selfishness,  or  change  in  my 
principles,  that  makes  me  decline  signing  the  petition.  I  shall  die  in 
the  principles  I  have  ever  invariably  professed.  My  fortune  may  be 
decreased,  or  taken  away ;  but  it  never  shall  be  augmented  by  any 
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employment,  pension,  or  favour,  beyond  what  I  now  enjoy  by  the 
gift  of  my  father  alone.  I  Have  more  than  I  can  pretend  to  deserve; 
and  beg  your  Lordship,  in  whose  incorruptible  integrity  I  have  the 
firmest  confidence,  to  produce  this  testimony,  under  my  own  hand, 
if  ever  I  deviate  from  what  I  here  profess.  And  I  will  flatter  myself, 
that  if  your  Lordship  should  hear  me  suspected,  from  not  signing  any 
petition,  of  having  swerved  from  my  principles,  you  will  do  me  the 
justice  to  defend  me  from  that  imputation.  My  character  cannot  be 
safer  than  in  your  Lordship's  hands,  and  in  them  I  beg  leave  to  de- 
posit it  ?— for,  as  next  to  the  imputation  of  being  mercenary,  I  dread 
the  charge  of  vanity,  I  entreat  that  this  letter  may  not  be  made  pu- 
blic. I  am  of  too  little  consequence  to  give  myself  airs  of  clearinff 
my  conduct  before  it  is  censured ;  and  am  so  obscure  a  man,  that  I 
may  never  be  mentioned ;  and  therefore,  I  will  certainly  not  thrust 
myself  upon  the  public  from  self-conceit  and  with  an  unnecessary  pa- 
rade, which  I  despise. 

Allow  me  the  honour  of  choosing  your  Lordship  for  my  confessor, 
and  with  leaving  my  conscience  in  your  trust.  I  am  ready,  with  the 
utmost  submission  to  the  laws  of  my  country,  to  take  my  fate  with 
others  in  whatever  shall  be  decided.  I  ask  no  favour  or  purtiality, 
and  am  entitled  to  none;  I  have  no  merits  to  plead ; — but  I  cannot 
think  it  would  become  me  to  be  at  once  a  petitioner  and  a  party 
petitioned  against. 

.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  highest  esteem,  my  Lord»  your 
Lordship's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

HoK.  Walpole. 


TO  THE  REV.  W.  MASOlf. 

IT90. 

You  must  blame  yourself,  not  me,  if  you  are  displeased  with  my 
letters,  which  you  forced  from  me.  I  had  done  all  I  could,  both  by 
flilence,  and  by  more  than  once  or  twice  declaring  I  did  not  choose 
to  write  on  politics,  to  avoid  any  political  discussions  with  you.  I 
could  not  be  ignorant  of  Lord  Harcourt's  conversion,  which  for  a 
moment  had  so  much  diverted  the  town,  but  I  did  not  take  the  liberty 
to  mention  it  to  him.  On  the  contrary,  when  he  consulted  me  on 
going  to  Court,  which  I  knew  he  had  determined  to  do,  on  being  of- 
fered the  embassy  to  Spain,  I  told  him  I  thought  civility  ought  to  be 
returned  by  respect.  Neither  was  I  quite  ignorant  of  your  change 
of  sentiments ;  yet  should  never  have  uttered  a  syllable  to  you  on  that 
occasion,  had  you  not  chosen  to  notify  it  to  me.  Then  I  most  cer- 
tainly had  an  equal  right  to  declare  that  my  principles  were  not 
changed, — especially  not  by  a  circumstance,  serious  indeed  in  itself, 
but  ludicrous  if  it  had  produced  such  an  effect  on  me  as  to  make  me 
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think  the  power  of  the  Crown  was  diminished,  was  diminishiog,  and 
ought  to  be  increased,  because  its  (not  secret,  but  open)  influence  had 
been  used  to  force  Lords  of  the  Bed-chamber,  and  even  the  holy  beads 
of  our  Church,  to  sacrifice  his  conscience,  duty  and  opinion  to  his  grati- 
tude, an  example  that  tells  me  how  much  I  have  been  in  the  tight  new 
to  involve  myself  in  such  terrible  obligations  1  Ougti  did  not  become 
you  or  me. 

I  am  so  far  from  being  hurt  at  your  quarrelling  wilh  me,  that  I 
thank  you  extremely  for  it,  and  still  so  cordially  wish  you  whatever 
you  may  wish  for  yourself,  that  I  should  delight  in  seeii^  you  Arch- 
bishop of  York ;  for  as  you  are  excellent  at  distinctions,  you  can  cer- 
tainly discern  the  difference  between  an  Archbishop  and  a  Bisiiop,  ai 
easily  as  between  a  King  and  his  crown.  I  amj^  sir.  with  due  regard 
and  esteem, 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

ttW. 

I  HAVE  for  iBve  and  forty  years  acted  upon  the  principles  of  the 
constitution,  as  it  was  settled  at  the  Revolution,  the  best  form  of  go- 
vernment that  I  know  of  in  the  world,  and  which  made  us  a  free  peo- 
ple, a  rich  people,  arul  a  victorious  people,  by  diffusing  liberty, 
protecting  property,  and  encouraging  commerce ;  and  by  the  combina- 
tion of  all,  empowering  us  to  resist  the  ambition  of  the  House  of  Boor- 
bon,  and  to  place  ourselves  on  a  level  with  that  formidable  neighbour. 
The  narrow  plan  of  Royalty,  which  had  so  often  preferred  the  ag- 
grandizement of  the  Crown  to  the  dignity  of  presiding  over  a  great 
and  puissant  free  kingdom^  threw  away  one  predominant  source  of  oor 
potency  by  aspiring  to  enslave  America,  and  would  now  compensate 
for  the  blunder  and  its  consequences  by  assuming  a  despotic  po^r 
at  home.  It  has  found  a  tool  in  the  light  and  juvenile  son  of  the  great 
Minister  who  carried  our  ^lory  to  its  highest  pitchy  But  it  shall 
never  have  the  insignificant  approbation  of  an  old  and  worn-out  soo 
of  another  Minister,  who,  though  less  brilliantly,  maintained  this 
country  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  twenty  happiest  years  that  England 
ever  enjoyed.  Your  pert  and  ignorant  Cabal  at  York,  picking  op 
factious  slander  from  party  libels,  stigmatized  that  excellent  man  as 
the  patron  of  corruption^  though  all  his  views  and  all  his  notions 
tended  lo  nothing  but  to  preserve  the  present  family  on  the  throng 
and  the  nation  in  peace  and  affluence.  Your  own  blind  ambition  of 
being  the  head  of  a  party,  which  had  no  precise  system  in  view,  has 
made  you  embrace  every  partial  sound  which  you  took  for  popularity; 
and  being  enraged  at  every  man  who  would  not  be  dictated  to  by 
your  crude  visions,  you  have  floundered  into  a  thousand  absurdities; 
and,  though  you  set  out  with  pretending  to  reform  Parliament,  in  or- 
der lo  lower  the  influence  of  the  Crown,  you  have  plunged  into  the 
most  preprosperous  support  of  prerogative,  because  Lord  North,  then 
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Chs  Crown  Minister,  declared  against  your  innovations^  and  'has 
since  fallen  into  disgrace  with  the  King.  I  am  not  so  little  rooted  in 
my  principles  as  to  imitate  or /^co-operate  with  you.  I  am  going  out 
pf  the  worlds  and  am  determined  to  die  as  I  have  lived — consistent. 
You  are  not  much  younger  than  I  am,  and  ought  to  have  acted  a 
more  temperate  and  rational  part ; — but  thai  is  no  business  of  mine. 


TO  THE  DUCHESS  or  GLOUCESTER. 

Thursday,  March  I3th,  1783; 

Tour  Royal  Hishness  may  be  surprised,  madam,  that  after  an- 
nouncing the  fall  of  Lord  Shelburne,  I  should  not  have  told  you  who 
was  his  successor.  I  had  more  reasons  than  one,  like  the  Mayor  of 
Orleans ;. though  that  one  were  sufficient,  viz.  his  having  no  successor 
till  yesterday.  I  know  Lord  Cholmondeley  had  written  to  the  Duke; 
and  in  truth  I  did  not  care  to  tell  foreign  post-offices,  though  no  secret, 
the  confusion  we  were  in.  I  had  rather  any  body  should  publish 
our  disgraces  than  I.  Nay,  I  should  perhaps  have  sent  false  news, 
for  several  appointments  of  Premiers  were  believed  each  for  a  day,, 
and  proved  false  the  next.  The  post  was  certainly  oflfbred  to  and  de^ 
ch'ned  by  young  Mr.  Pitt,  to  Lord  North,  Lord  Gower,  and,  it  was 
said,  to  Lord  Thurlow.  At  last,  after  a  vacancy  of  seventeen  days. 
Lord  North  was  summoned  yesterday,  and  ordered  to  make  his  pro- 
posed arrangement;  in  consequence  of  which  the  Duke  of  Portland 
was  sent  for  next,  and  is  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury.  I  have  not 
yet  heard  the  other  changes  or  dispositions,  but  suppose  we  shall 
know  the  principal  before  this  shall  set  out  to-morrow. 

There  have  been  cart-loads  of  abuse,  satiric  prints,  and  some  little 
humour  on  the  coalition  of  Lord  North  and  Mr.  Fox ;  nor  has  Lord 
Shelburne  been  spared  before  or  since  his  exit.  It  is  remarkable  that 
the  counties  and  towns  are  addressing  thanks  for  the  peace,  which  their 
representatives  have  condemned.  George  Selwyn  has  been  happiest, 
as  usual,  in  his  bons-mois.  He  calls  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Pitt  the  Idle 
and  Industrious  Apprentices.  It  is  a  coarser  and' much  poorer  piece 
of  wit,  I  donl  know  whose,  that  the  Duke-  of:  Portland  is  a  fit  block 
to  hang  Whigs  on.  You  have  seen  in  the  papers,  madam,  the  new 
peerages  and  pensions,  and  therefore  I  &o  not  mention  them.  I  very 
likely  repeat  what  you  hear  from  your  daughters  and  others,  but 
what  can  I  tell  but  what- every  body  knows? 

My  aunt  Lady  Walpole  is  dead,  and  they  say  has  left  but  little, 
and  that  little  to  her  two  daughters.  Mr.  Skrine  has  shot  himself,  it 
is  supposed,  from  excruciating  iltnesses.  Old  Lady  Jerningham  is 
recovering  from  a  most  violent  palsy.    General  Conway  has  had  ai^ 

85* 


414  THE  HON.  HORACE  WALPOLE 

violent  a  St.  Anthony's  fire,  but  is  well  again.    I  will  reserve  the  rest 
of  my  paper  for  new  promotions. 

I  never  deal  in  scandal,  madam,  but  one  may  make  use  of  it  as  an 
antidote  to  itself.  You  must  have  seen,  in  the  papers  much  gros 
abuse  on  a  pretty  ingenious  friend  of  mine  for  a  low  araoar  witk 
one  of  her  own  servants,  for  which  I  seriously  believe  there  was  tiot 
the  smallest  foundation.  The  charge  is  now  removed  to  much  higher 
quarters,  which  at  least  are  more  creditable..  The  tawn  has  for 
these  ten  days  affirmed  that  the  Lord  husband  was  goiag  to  cite 
into  the  Spiritual  Court  the  head  of  the  Temporal  one — nay,  and  the 
^  third  chiel  of  the  Common  I^w — nay,  and  the  second  of  the  Spiritoal 
one  too.  Such  conqijests  would  be  very  honourable  in.  the  reeords 
of  love,,  and  the  first  very  diverting,  as  the  hero  has  so  m^ich  distio- 
guished  himself  by  severity  on  bills  of  divorce^  I  do  not  warrant 
any  of  these  stories,,  hot  totally  discredit  that  of  the  domestic;  A 
prude  may  begin  with  a  footman,. and  a  gallant  woman  mayendvitk 
one,  but  a  pretty  woman,  who  has  so  many  slaves  in  high  life,  does 
not  think  of  a  livery,  especially  where  vanity  is  the  principal  ingredi- 
ent in  her  composition. 


TO  SIK  BOEACE  MANN* 

Berkeley  Square,  March  19th,  178S. 

I  DO  not  know  whether  this  letter  will  not  be  stiU  shorter  than  roj 
tast;  but  your  nephew  sets,  oat  next  week,  and  will  give  you  full  de* 
tails  of  the  interlude,  for  it  i&  now  finished.  Lord  North  received 
command  yesterday  to  form  a  new  Administration  according^  to  his 
own  proposal,  of  which  he  is  noi  ta  be  the  chief,  but  the  Uukeof 
Portland.  I  have  not  yet  heard  the  other  arrangements,  for  the  id* 
terministerium,  which  had  lasted  seventeen  days,  ceased  but  yester- 
day morning,  and  was  not  divulged  till  the  evening. 

We  shall  now,  I  hope,  have  a  settlement  for  some  time — I  meaoit 
is  necessary  ta  the  country.  To  me  revolutions  are  but  a  scene  th&t 
passes  like  so  many  others  to  which  I  have  been  witness,  aod  in 
which  I  am  concerned  but  as  one  of  the  people.  I  do  not  forget  how 
soon  I  arri  to  leave  the  theatre  even  as  a  spectator.  I  rejoice  io  the 
fteace  as  a  happy  denouement  of  one  tragedy.  What  is  to  follow  I 
trust  will  only  be  a  comedy  (like  those  of  other  pacific  periods,)  u 
politics  are  in  my  eyes  when  not  bloodied  by  war. 

Friday,  14tb. 

I  believe  I  shall  not  be  able  to  send  you  the  new  litany  to  night: 

k  had  not  received  the  imprimatur  yesterday,  as  there  must  be  two 

responses  to  adjust,  for  those  who  are  to  be  dismissed.  From  our  cm- 

mice  defend  «#,  O  Lord!  and  for  the  candidates  who  are  to  succeed 
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them.  We  ienech  the  to  hearus.  The  town,  who  never  takes  so  much 
time  to  deliberate^  disposed  the  whole  arrangement  in  a  moment, 
though  every  editor  gave  different  readings.  I  shall  give  you  neither 
the  one  nor  the  other,  as-  most  may  be  apocryphal,  but  wait  for  the 
genuine  edition  in  usum  Delpbini. 

We  have  received  the  dreadful  accounts  of  the  devastation  of 
Messina,  &c. :  I  say  no  more,  for  I  could  only  detail  the  common- 
place  reflexions  that  present  tbenuielves  on  such,  calamities ! 


MEMOIR 
RELATIVE  TO  HIS  INCOME, 

BY  HORACE  WALPOLE 


In  my  youth,  my  father^  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  ihen  Prime  Mini*- 
ter,  gave  me  the  two  patent  little  places  I  still  hold,  of  Clerk  of  the 
Estreats  and  Controller  of  the  Pipe,  which,  together,  produce  about 
or  near  300/.  per  annum.  When  I  was  about  eighteen  or  nineteeOf 
he  gave  me  the  place  of  Inspector  of  the  Imports  and  Exports  in  the 
Custom-house,  which  I  resigned  in  about  a  year,  on  his  giving  me 
the  patent- place  of  Usher  of  the  Exchequer,  then  reckoned  worth 
900/.  a-year.  From  that  time  1  lived  on  my  own  income,  and  tra- 
velled at  my  own  expense^  nor  did  I  during  my  father's  life  receive 
from  him  but  250/.  at  different  tinies;  which  1  say^not  in  deroga* 
tion  of  his  extreme  tenderness  and  goodness  to  me,  but  to  show  that 
I  was  content  with  what  he  had  given  to  me^  and  that  from  the  age 
of  twenty  I  was  no  charge  to  my  family. 

Before  my  father's  quitting  his  post,,  he,  at  the  instance  of  my  eld- 
est brother.  Lord  Wafpole*,.  had  altered  the  delivery  of  Exchequer 
bills  from  ten  pounds  to  a  hundred  pounds.  My  deputy,  after  that 
alteration  was  made,  observed,  that  as  Usher  of  the  Exchequer,  who 
furnishes  the  materials  of  Exchequer  bills,  on  which,  by  the  table  of 
rates  in  the  Exchequer,  I  had  a  stated  profit,  I  should  lose  ten  per 
cent.,  which  he  represented  to  my  father,  who,  having  altered  tbe0 
to  oblige  my  brother,  would  not  undo  what  he  had  done  :  but,  to  re* 
pair  the  prejudice  I  had  suffered.  Sir  Robert,  with  his  wonted  equity 
and  tenderness,  determined  to  give  me  2000/.  in  lieu  of  what  I  lost. 
and  would  have  added  that  legacy  in  a  codicil  to  his  will;  but  this 
happening  only  two  days  before  his  death,  when  he  was  little  capa- 
ble of  making  that  codicil,  my  brother,  Lord  Walpole,  engaged,  at 
my  father's  desire,  to  pay  me  400/.  a-year,  which  not  long  after,  my 
brother  redeemed  for  the  intended  2000/. 

King  George  the  First  had  graciously  bestowed  on  my  father  the 
patent-place  of  Collector  of  the  Customs,  for  his  own  life,  and  for 
the  lives  of  his  two  elder  sons  Robert  and  Edward ;  but  my  father 
reserved  in  himself  a  right  of  disposing^of  the  income  of  that  place 
aa  he  should  please,  during  the  existence  of  the  grant.    Accordinglv^. 
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hivif^  afterwards  obtaioed  for  bis  ddest  son  Robert  the  great  place 
of  Auditor  of  the  Exchequer)  aod  for  his  secoad  son  £.dward  that  of 
Clerk  of  the  Pells,  he  bequeathed,  by  an  instrument  under  his  hand, 
1000^  a-year  to  me,  out  of  the  patent,  for  the  remainder  of  the  term, 
•ad  devised  the  remainder,  about  800/.  a-year,  to  be.  divided  between 
my  brother  Edward  and  me.  *■ 

Having  provided  thus  largely  for  my  brother  Edward* and  me, 
and  leaving  nothing  but  an  estate  in  land,  of  nominally  8000/.  a-year, 
and  a  debt  of  betwe^  forty  and  fifty  thousand  pounds,  he  gave  to  my 
brother  Edward  and  me  only  5(H)0L  a-piece;  of  which  I  have  never 
received  but  1000/.,  and  none  of  the  ioteresL  He  also  gave  to  my 
brother  Edward  a  freehold  hou9e  in  Pall  Mall,  and  to  me  the  re- 
tnaiader  of  a  bouse  in  Arlington-street ;  which  went  away  from  me 
io  1781,  the  term  being  expired. 

Though  my  portion  was  much  inferior  to  my  brother^s,  still  it  was 
a  oobje  fortune  for  a  third  son,  and  much  beyond  what  I  expected 
or  deserved.  Yet,  undoubtedly,  so  excellent  a  parent  would  not  have 
made  so  slender  a  provision  as  5000/.  for  a  son  he  loved,  if  be  had 
not  had  the  opportunity  and  the  legal  right  of  giving  me  a  much  am- 
pler fortune  of  wh^  he  had  obtained  by  his  long  and  faithful  %sd, 
very  essential  services  to  the  Kings  George  the  First  and  Second. 

I  presume>  boldly  to  say  that  my  father  had  a  legal  right  of  mcJiinff 
tfae  provision  for  me  He  did  in  the  places  I  hold.  Patent-places  for  life 
have  existed  from  time  immemorial,  by  law,  and  under  all  changes 
of  Government.  He  who  holds  an  ancient,  patent-place  enjoys  it  a^r 
much  by  law  as  any  gentleman  holds .  his  estate,  and  by  more  an- 
cient  tenure  than  most  gentlemen  hold  theirs,  .and  from  the  same 
fountain,  only  of  ancieoter  date,  than  many  of  the  nobility  and  gen- 
try hold  their  estates^  who  possess  them  only  by  grants  from  the 
Crown,  as  I  possess  my  places ;  which  were  not  wrung  from  the 
Church,  and  in  violation  of  the  intention  of  the  donors,  as  a  vast  num- 
ber of  estates  were:  nor  can  I  think  myself  as  a  pa,tent*placeman  a 
more  useless  or  a  less  legal  engrosser  of  part  of  the  wealth  of  the 
oatron  than  deans  and  prebendaries,  who  fatten  on  Christianity  like 
any  less  holy  incumbent  of  a  fee.  While  there  are  distinctions  of 
nnks,  and  unequal  divisions  of  property,  not  acquired  by  personal 
merit,  but  by  birth  or  favours,  some  will  be  more  fortunate  tbaa 
ethers.  The  poor  are  most  entitled  to  complain ;  but  an  archdeacon, 
or  a  country  gentleman,  has  very  little  grace  in. complaining  that 
any  other  unprofitable  class  is  indulged  by  the  laws  in  the  enjoyment 
of  more  than  an  equal  share  of  property  with  the  meanest  iabower 
or  lowest  oiechanic. 

Having  said  this  with  the  confidence  that  does  not  misbecome  a 
legal  possessor,  I  am  far  from  pretending  to  any  other  plea,  much 
less  to  any  oierit  in  myself.  A  tender  parent  lavished  riches  on  me 
greatly  beyond  my  desert,  of  which  I  am  so  little  conscious  in  my- 
felf,  that,  if  the  distresses  of  the  public  require  a  revocation  of  gifts 
l)e8towed  by  the  Crown  in  its  splendour,  I  know  «e  naao  who  can 
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plead  fe^er  services  to  hi^  country,  or  less  mer^t  in  himself  than  I 
can.  In  one  light  only  I  can  wipe  off  an  aspersion,  in  which  patent- 
placemen  have  been  confounded  with  other  placemen.  No  man 
who  holds  a  place  for  life  is  dependent  on  the  Crown,  farther  than 
his  duty  or  his  gratitude  binds  him.  I,  perhaps,  by  the  nature  of  m? 
-office,  which  I  shall  explain  hereafter,  am  more  dependent  than  at 
mosf  any  patent-holder ;  and  yet  I  may  presume  to  say  that,  having 
suffered*  by  that  dependence,  because  I  would  not  violate  my  prin- 
ciples and  conscience,  I  cannot  be  deemed  a  servile  placeman. 

Endowed  so  bountifully  by  a  fond  parent,  a«  I  have  allowed  myself 
to  be,  it  would  be  ridiculous  to  say  that  I  have  been  content.  Yet, 
not  having  unfolded  some  peculiarities  in  my  situation,  I  may  ventore 
to  say  th^t  I  have  shown  that  I  could  be  content  with  a  considerable 
diminution.  I  have  never  made  any  merit  of  that  moderation ;  but 
when  I  am  held  out  to  the  public  as  one  whom  the  public  are  called 
upon  to  reduce  to  an  humbler  lot,  which  I  am  ready  to  admit,  if  it  be 
but  allowed  that  all  my  guilt  cohsists  in  holding  what  somebody  else 
would  have  held  if  I  did  not,  it  may  be  permitted  to  me  to  prove,  that 
^hile  I  assume  no  claim  of  merit,  I  have  declined  every  offered  op- 
portunity of  enlarging  or  securing  my  fortune,  because  I  would  not 
be  abound  to  serve  any  Minister  contrary  to  my  principles,  and  be- 
cause I  choose  to  have  no  obligations  but  to  one  to  whom  I  owed 
every  thing,  and  to  whom  it  was  my  duty,  and  whom  it  would  be  my 
pride,  to  obey,  if  he  were  on  earth  to  exact  that  obedience. 

I  have  said  that  my  father  left  me  much  the  larger  share  in  the  in- 
come of  the  patent' place  in  the  Custom-house.  I  have  also  men- 
tioned that  the  patent  was  granted  to  my  father  during  the  lives  of 
^im  and  his  two  elder  sons, — on  his  death  there  remained  the  lives, 
of  my  two  brothers — and  that  my  share  would  consequently  cease 
entirely  if  I  survived  them.  The  health  of  my  eldest  brother  de- 
clining, and  my  brother  Edward  being  eleven  years  older  than  me,  two 
or  three  of  my  best  friends  urged  me  to  ask  to  have  my  life  added  to 
the  patent.  1  refused,  but  I  own  I  was  at  last  over-persuaded  to 
make  application  to  Mr.  Phelham — how  unwillingly  will  appear  Iqr 
my  behaviour  on  that  occasion,  which  did  hot  last  two  minutes.  I 
went  to  him  and  made  my  request.  He  replied  civiHy,  he  could  not 
ask  the  King  to  add  my  life  to  the  patent;  but,  if  I  could  get  my 
brother  Edward  to  let  my  life  stand  in  lieu  of  his,  he  would  endeavour 
to  serve  me.  I  answered  quickly,  **^Sir,  I  will  never  ask  my  brother 
to  stand  in  a  precarious  light  instead  of  me ;''  and,  hurrying  out  of 
his  house,  returned  to  two  of  my  friends  who  waited  for  me,  and  saH 
to  them,  **  I  have  done  what  you  desired  me  to  do,  but,  thank  God.l 
have  been  refused."  This  was  in  the  year  1751,  and  was  the  first 
and  last  favour  I  ever  asked  of  any  Minister  for  myself. 

• 
*  My  conduct,  while  I  sat  in  Parliament,  is  most  probablj  forgotten;   but  iia 
man  can  recollect  that  it  looked  like  servility  to  Ministers.    It  is  needless  to  ob- 
viate what  never  was  olgected  to  roe. 
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Had  I  been  an  ambitious  or  an  ioterented  man«  I  certainty  ha^e 
had  eminent  opportunities  of  indulging  either  passion.  At  the  beein* 
i^  of.  the  present  reign>  an  overture  presented  itself  to  me,  which  a 
more  selfish  nnan  would  have  thought  flattering  to  his  views* 

I  may  be  allowed  to  say  that  I  have  waived  more  substantial  and 
real  offers.  Twice  I  have  been  offered  what  I  was  over-persuaded 
to  ask  of  Mr.  Pelhafn.  Twice  I  have  been  offered  to  have  my  share 
of  the  patent,  wtiich  I  now  hold  only  during  my  brother's  life,  con- 
ferred on  me  for  my  own.  Both  times  I  po;$itively  refused  to  accept 
that  offer.  Having  rejected  a  certainty  of  14001  per  annum  for  own 
life  instead  of  holding  it  during  the  life  of  one  eleven  years  older,  I 
hope  I  shall  not  be  thought  a  very  interested  man^ 

I  will  now  explain  the  nature  of  my  office  of  Usher  of  the  Exchequer^ 
stated  by  the  Commissioners  of  Accounts  to  render  to  me  clear  4200/. 
a«year,  and  which  I  said  was  given  to  me  as  producing  but  9001.  -ayear^ 
and  which,  on  an  additional  tax  being  laid  on  places,  I  gave  in  as  pro- 
duciog  1800/.  a-year,  and  which^  had  it  been  adverted  to«  would  make 
me  seem  to  have  given  in  a  very  fraudulent  estimate ;  but  I  am  so 
coQscioos  of  my  innocence  and  integrity  in  that  reapect,  that  I  choose 
—perhaps  out  of  vanity — to  recollect  that  circumstance  myself,  as  it 
certainly  reflects  no  dishonour  on  me.  When  I  was  called  on  to 
give  in  the  value  of  my  place,  I  took  my  book  of  accounts  and  re* 
ceipts  for  the  last  twelve  years,  and  gave  in  the  medium  of  those 
twelve  years,  which  was  1800/.  a-ycar.  As  vmine  has  been  an  in- 
creasing place  by  three  wars  and  other  circumstances,  and  as  for 
the  first  years  of  my  holding  that  place,  it  was  much  less,  the  me- 
dium sum  would  have  been  less  than  1800/.  a-year,  if  I  bad  taken  mv 
receipts  farther  back  than  twelve  years )  so  that  I  plainly  exaggerated^ 
instead  of  dinninishing,  what  I  had  received  annually  from  my  first 
DomiDation  to  the  office.  If  I  have  enjoyed  too  much,  as  I  confess 
I  have,  at  least  I  have  not  sought  to  increase  my  income  by  any  in- 
dhrect  or  dirty  methods. 

The  duty  of  my  office  is  Xo  shut  the  gates  of  the  Exchequer,  and  to 
furnish  paper,  pens,  ink,  wax,  sand,  tape,  penknives,  scissors,  parch^ 
ment,  and  a  great  variety  of  other  a r tidies^  to  the  Exchequer^  Trea- 
8ory,  and  their  offices,  and  to  pay  the  bills  of  the  workmen  and  trades*' 
men  who  serve  those  offices.  Many  of  the  articles  specified  are 
stated  in  a  very  ancient  table  of  rates  in  the  [Exchequer  (I  think  of 
the  time  of  Edward  the  .Third,  so  that  my  office,  is^  if  a  grievance^ 
no  Very  novel  one ;)  and,  on  those,  large  profits  are  allowed  to  the 
Usher,  whence  my  profit  arises,  and  whence^  if  it  is  largely  aug-* 
mented  of  late  years,  a  candid  examiner  will  observe  that  that  in- 
crease proceeds  from  the  prodigious  additional  consumption  of  paper, 
pens,  ink,  wax,  which  the  excessive  increase  of  business  ^t  the  Trea- 
sury must  occasion ;  and,  therefore,  should  a  mu6h  less  quantity  of 
those  implements  be  employed,  my  profits  would  deerease  in  propor- 
tion. When,  therefore,  I  am  charged  as  receiver  of  4200/.  a-year,  it 
should  be  remembered,  that  though  I  was  so  in  the  year  1780,  (though 
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1 8h«ll  show  that  even  that  is  an  arbitrarj  statement,  not  calcolatei  on 
any  mediam,)  yet  I  cannot  equitably  be  reckoned  ammunilmi  ami 
to  receive  so  large  a  sum.  I  have  shown  that  1809/.  a-year  was  the 
medium  on  twelve  years,  and  those  not  of  my  last  receipts. 

It  is  very  difficult  to  state  my  case,  and  not  seem  to  defend  it 
But  I  am  telling  the  truth,  and  not  pleading*  for  farour;  at  least,  my 
object  is  to  attain  a  favourable  opinion  of  my  oharapter.  I  ara  far 
more  indiflferent  about  my  fortune.  But  surely  any  impartial  mao 
will  reflect  how  grievous  it  must  be  to  a  disinterested  inind  to  be  held 
up  to  the  public  'as  a  blood-sucker,  under  the  invidious  name  of  t 
placeman  \  to  be  one  of  those  pointed  at  by  County  Associations  as 
grievances  that  call  for  speedy  correction  and  removal ;  in  short,  \» 
be  confouncled  with  contractors  and  other  leeches^  ttiat  have  grovn 
out  of  the  profusions  and  abuses  of  the  time;  though  my  office  has 
existed  from  the  oldest  times,  and  has  existed  under  the  best  Goraa- 
ment.  Public  distress  demands  economy  and  correction.  Be  they 
exercised  ;  I  desire  no  exception.  But  being  guilty  of  no  servile,  of 
no  indirect  means  in  obtaining,  augmenting,  or  retaining  my  office,  I 
am  ready  to  resign  that  office  ;  out  I  will  prove  (and  defy  all  man- 
kind to  detect  me  in  'a  single  falsehood)  that  I  have  held  my  place 
with  honour,  and  have  nothing  to  palliate  or  conceal  in  my  execatioD 
of  it. 

The  place  is  held  under  many  disagreeable  circumstances.  I  ad- 
vance money  to  the  tradesmen  and  workmen.  I  contract  to  pay  the 
principal  merchant  with  whom  I  deal  for  paper,  though  I  sbookl 
never  be  repaid.  There  is  no  specific  time  appointed  for  my  beiog 
paid  ;  it  depends  on  the  good  pleasure  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury;  and  yet,  though  a  mere  tradesman  in  that  respect,  I  believe  DO 
man  will  accuse  me  of  having  ever  paid  court,  or  even  attendance, 
on  a  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury.  I  was  once,  forty  years  ago,  at 
the  late  Duke  of  Newcastle's  lev^e,  the  only  Minister's  iev^  at  which 
I  ever  was  present  except  my  own  father's.  Yet  with  very  few  have  I 
had  cause  not  to  be  content  in  my  own  particular:  if  1  have  been 
proud,  they  h«fve  been  just.*  Yet  some  of  my  predecessors  haw 
met  with  harder  fates.  Mr.  Naylor,  my  immediate  predecessor  hot 
one,  lost  20,000/.  by  the  death  of  Queen  Annel ' 

Risks  by  prudent  men  are  calculated  as  drawbacks ;  but  wheread- 
vantage  preponderates,  even  the  terrors  of  calculation  are  surmouatei 
More  prudent  men  than  I  am  would  have  combated  those  risks,  by 
making  the  most  of  their  advantages.  I  have  ever  disdained  that 
pitiful  arithmetic.  All  the^goods  I  furnish  have  always  been  po^ 
chased  by  mo  at  the  highest  prices ;  and  never  came  a  cornplaial 
from  the  Treasury  that  was  not  instantly  remedied  by  my  order.   Id 

*  From  fxHtl  Norlh  I  always  received  reg^ular  justice  and  civility,  though  I  sever 
paid  any  court  to  him,  nor  diagaised  tny  disinclination  to  his  measures.  This  eoo* 
pliment,  which  now  cannot  l)e  misinterpreted,  is  duo  to  him,  and  is  an  unaospiciotti 
evidence  of  his  good-humour  and  averscn^ss  from  all  malignity.  When  I  ua 
grateful  to  the  living  for  civilities,  I  acorn  to  recollect  the  rancour  of  the  dead. 
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more  tban  forty  years  I  have  never  received  ati  important  complainti 
nor  given  occasion  to  one. 

Having  said  that  there  is  no  certain  time  settled  for  my  being  paid, 
and  as  I  have  sometimes  had  large  arrears  due,  and,  consequently, 
as  one  year  frequently  runs  into  another,  and  thence  I  may  in  one 
year  receive  four  or  five  thousand,  pounds,  because  in  the  preceding 
I  did  not  receive  half  so  much,  the  Commissioners  of  Accounts, 
having  examined  my  deputy  but  on  a  single  year,  were  just  in  their 
report  of  what  I  received  that  year;  but  had  they  gone  farther  back, 
would  certainly  not  have  given  in  4000/.  as  my  receipt  communibus 
annis.  This  unintended  misrepresentation*  I  bore  in  silence ;  it 
having  been  my  steadfast  purpose  not  to  interfere  with  the  public  exa- 
mination of  places,  nor  take  the  smallest  step  to  mitigate  my  own 
fate,  which  I  submit  implicitly  to  the  discretion  of  the  Legislature. 
What  I  hold,  I  hold  by  law ;  if  the  law  deprives  me,  I  have  too  much 
reverence  for  the  laws  of  my  country  to  complain.  No  man  ever 
heard  me  utter  a  syllable  in  my  own  behalf.  My  nearest  friends 
know  that  I  have  required  them  not  to  interpose  to  save  me.  This 
dread  of  seeming  to  make  interest  to  save  my  place,  preponderated 
with  me  to  appear  grateful  for  a  time,  lest  it  should  look  like  a  selfish 
compliment.  I  have  never  yet  thanked  Mr.  Burhe  for  the  overflow- 
ing pleasure  he  gave  my  heart,  when,  on  moving  his  bill,  he  paid 
that  just  compliment  to  the  virtues  of  my  honest,  excellent  father. 
This  acknowledgment  I  hope  he  will  accept  as  a  proof  that,  though 
silent,  Iwas  not  insensible  to  the  obligation.  Just  praise  out  of  his 
mouth  is  an  epitaph  of  sterling  value,  and,  standing  in  his  printed 
speech  on  that  occasion,  will  enjoy  an  immortality  which  happens  to 
few  epitaphs. 

This  apology  for  my  conduct  will,  I  hope,  be  accepted  from  a  man 
who  has  nothing  to  boast  but  his  disinterestedness,  and  is  grievously 
wounded  by  standing  in  a  light  of  one  by  whom  the  public  suffers. 
Were  my  place  worth  double  4000/.,  I  could  resign  it  cheerfully,  at 
the  demand  of  my  country ;  but  having  never  flattered  the  Ministers 
I  disapproved,  nor  profited  to  the  value  of  a  shilling  by  my  dearest 
friends  when  in  power, — which  they  have  been  twice  of  late  years> 
— (and  having  so  much  reason  to  be  proud  of  their  friendship,  why 
should  I  not  name  two  such  virtuous  upright  men  as  the  Duke  of 
Richmond  and  General  Conway  ?)  I  cannot  bear  to  appear  in  the 
predicament  of  one  enriched  to  the  detriment  of  the  country.  This 
stab  has  been  given  to  my  peace ;  and  the  loss  of  my  place  will  find^ 
not  cause,  the  wound,  nor  will  the  retention  of  the  place  heal  it.    It 

*  My  deputy  received  my  positive  orders  to  give  to  the  Commissioners  the  most 
particular  detail  of  my  promts,  and  to  offer  them  in  my  name  my  account-books  of 
all  my  receipts,  which  they  declined  accepting',  and  which  would  have  shown  them 
a  very  different  state  of  the  medium  of  my  place.  Had  they  accepted  those  books, 
I  intended  to  send  them  word  that  they  were  welcome  to  examine  my  reoefpts,  bat 
that  I  hoped,  as  they  were  gentlemen,  they  would  not  look  at  the  foolish  manner  in 
which  I  had  flung  away  roost  of  what  I  bad  received* 
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is  this  most  scrupulous  state  of  facts  that  alone  can  rehabilitate  me 
in  the  eyes  of  the  public,  if  any  thing  can ;  and  though  nothing  would 
have  drawn  a  vain  detail  from  me,  unprovoked,  it  cannot  be  thought 
arrogant  to  endeavour  to  wipe  off  reproach,  nor  impertinent  to  aim 
at  negative  merit  with  the  public,  instead  of  submitting  to  undeserved 
and  invidious  obloquy. 

Horace  Walpole. 

March  30th,  1782. 
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SHORT  NOTES  OP  MY  LIl^.^ 

BY  HORACE  WALPOLE. 


I  WAS  born  in  Arlington  Street,  near  St,  Jameses,  London,  Sep- 
tember 24th,  1717,  O.S.  My  eodfalhers  were  Charles  Fitzroy, 
Duke  of  Grafton,  and  my  uncle  Horatio  Walpole;  my  godmother, 
my  aunt  Dorothy,  Lady  Viscountess  Townshend. 
I  was  inoculated  for  the  small-poX  in  1724. 
In  1725  I  went  to  Bexley,  in  Kent,  with  my  cousins,  the  four 
younger  sons  of  Lord  Townshend,  and  with  a  tutor,  Edward  Wes- 
ton, one  of  the  sons  of  Stephen,  Bishop  of  Exeter ;  and  continued 
(here  some  months.  The  next  summer  I  had  the  same  education  at 
Twickenham,  Middlesex;  and  the  intervening  winters  I  went  every 
iny  to  study  under  Mr.  Weston,  at  Lord  Townshend's.  April  26tb, 
1727, 1  went  to  Eton  school,  where  Mr.  Henry  Bland  (since  Pire- 
bendary  of  Durham,)  eldest  son  of  Dr.  Henry  Bland,  master  of  the 
school,  and  since  ^Dean  of  Durham  and  Provost  of  Eton,  was  my 
tutor. 

I  was  entered  at  Lincoln's  Inn,  May  27th,  1721,  my  father  intend- 
ing me  for  the  law ;  but  I  never  went  thither,  not  caring  for  the  pro- 
fession. 

I  left  Eton  school  September  28rd,  1734;  and,  March  11th,  1735,. 
went  to  King's  College,  Cambridge.  My  public  tutor  was  Mr.  John 
Smith  ;  my  private,  Mr.  Anstey :  afterwards  Mr.  John  Whaley  was 
my  tutor.  I  went  to  lectures  in  civil  law  to  Dr.  Dickins,  of  Trinity- 
hall;  to  mathematical  lectures,  to  blind  Professor  Saunderson,  for  a 
short  time;  afterwards,  Mr.  Trevigar  read  lectures  to  me  iu Mathema- 
tics and  philosophy.  I  heard  Dr.  Battle's  anatomical  lectures.  I  had 
learned  French  at  Eton.  I  learned  Italian  at  Cambridge,  of  Signor 
Piazza.  At  home  I  learned  to  dance  and  fence ;  and  to  draw,  of 
Bernard  Lens,  master  to  the  Duke  and  Princesses. 

In  1736  1  wrote  a  copy  of  Latin  verses,  published  in  the  Gratu- 
latio  Acad.  Cantab.^  on  the  marriage  of  Frederic,  Prince  of  Wales. 
My  mother  died  August  20th,  1737. 
Soon  after,  my  father  gave  me  the  place  of  Inspector  of  the  Imports 

*  These  memoranda  were  probably  not  intended  for  publication ;  but  as  they  fur- 
nish dates  and  some  other  iatorestiog  portieulars,  it  has  been  thought  desirable  to 
ioaert  them  here.-»£D. 
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and  Exports  in  the  Custom-house,  which  I  resigned  on  his  appoint- 
ing me  Usher  of  the  Exchequer,  in  tjie  room  of  Colonel  William 
Townshend,  January  29th,  1736^— and,  as  soon  as  I  came  of  age,! 
took  possession  of  two  other  little  patent-places  in  the  Exchequer, 
called  Controller  of  the  Pipe,  and  Clerk  of  the  Estreats,  They  had 
been  held  for  me  by  Mr.  Fane. 

My  father's  second  wife,  Mrs.  Maria  Skefret,  died  June,  1738. 

I  had  continued  at  Cambridge,  though  with  long  intervals,  till  to- 
wards the  end  of  1738,  and  did  not  leave  it  in  form  till  1739,  in 
which  year,  March  10th,  1  set  out  on  my  travels  with  my  friend  Mr. 
Thomas  Gray,  and  went  to  Paris.  From  thence,  after  a  stay  of 
about  two  months,  we  went,"^ilh  my  cousin  Henry  Conway,  to 
Rheims,  in  Champagne,  staid  there  three  months ;  and  passing  bj 
Geneva,  where  we  left  Mr.  (vonway,  Mr.  Gray  and  I  went  by  Lyow 
to  Turin,  over  the  Alps,  and  from  thence  to  Genoa,  Parma,  Pla- 
centia,  Modena,  Bologna,  and  Florence.  There  we  staid  tbr^ 
months,  chiefly  for  the  sake  of  Mr.  Horace  Mann,  the  English  Mi- 
nister. Clement  the  Twelfth  dying,  while  we  were  in  Italy,  we  went 
to  Rome  in  the  end  of  March,  1740,  to  see  the  election  of  the  new 
Pope;  but  the  Conclave  continuing,  and  the  heats  corning  on,  we 
(after  an  excursion  to  Naples)  relumed  in  June  to  Florence,  where 
we  continued  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Horace  Mann  till  May  of  the  foV 
lowing  year,  1741,  when  we  went  to  the  fair  of  Reggio.  There  Mr. 
Gray  left  me>  going  to  Venice  with  Mr.  Francis  Whithed  and  Mr. 
John  Chute,  for  the  festival  of  the  Ascension.  I  fell  ill  at  Reggio  of  ft 
kind  of  quinzy,  and  was  given  over  for  five  hours,  escaping  with 
great  difficulty. 

I  went  to  Venice  with  Henry  Clinton,  Earl  of  Lincoln,  and  Mr. 
Joseph  Spence,  Professor  of  Poetry,  and  after  a  month's  slay  there, 
returned  with  them  by  sea  from  Genoa,  landing  at  Antibes,  and  bf 
the  way  of  Toulon,  Marseilles,  Aix,  and  through  Languedoc  te 
Montpellier,  Toulouse,  and  Orleans,  arrived  at  Paris,  where  I  left 
the  Earl  and  Mr.  Spence,  and  landed  at  Dover,  September  I2{\h 
1741,  O.  S.,  having  been  chosen  Member  of  Parliament  for  Kellii^- 
ton,  in  Cornwall,  at  the  preceding  General  Election,  which  Parlia- 
mcnt  put  a  period  to  my  father's  administration,  which  bad  coo- 
tinued  above  twenty  years. 

February  9lh,  1742,  my  father  resigned,  and  was  created  Earl  of 
Orford.  He  left  the  House  in  Downing-slreet  belonging  to  the  Ex- 
chequer, and  retired  to  one  in  Arlington-street,  opposite  to  that  i» 
which  I  was  born,  and  which  stood  where  the  additional  building  to 
Mr.  Pelham's  house  now  stands. 

March  23rd,  1742,  I  spoke  in  the  House  of  Commons  for  the  first 
time,  against  the  motion  for  a  Secret  Committee  on  my  father.  This 
speech  was  published  in  the  .magazines,  but  was  entirely  false,  and 
had  not  one  paragraph  of  my  real  speech  in  it. 

July  14lh,  I  wrote  ike  Lesson  for  the  Day,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Mann; 
and  Mr.  Coke,  son  of  Lord  Lovell,  coming  in  while  I  was  writing 
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it,  took  a  copy,  and  disperied  it  till  it  got,  into  print,  but  with  many 
idditions»  and  was  the  original  of  a  great  number  of  things  of  that 
flort. 

In  the  summer  of  1742  I  wrote  a  Senmm  on  Pamting,  for  the 
amusement  of  my  father  in  his  retirement.  It  was  preached  before 
him  by  his  chaplain  ;  again,  before  my  eldest  bro'ther  at  Stanno)  near 
Houghton ;  and  was  afterwards  published  in.  the  iEdes  Walpoliance^ 

June  18(h»  1748,  was  printed,  in  a  weekly  paper  ca|led  Old  Bng;- 
land,  or. the-  Constitutional  Journal,  my  Parody  on  some  Scenes  of 
Macbeth,  called  The  Dear  Witches.  It  was^  a  ridicule oS  the  new 
Ministry. 

Th&  same  summer,  I  wrote  Patapan^or  the  Little  White  Dog,,  a 
tale,  imitated  from  Fontaine;  it  was  never  printed.^ 

October  22nd,  1748,  was  published  No.  38  of  the  Old  England 
Journal,  written  by  me  to  ridicule  Lord  Bath-  It  was  reprinted  with' 
three  other  particular  numbers. 

In  the  summer  of  1744 1  wrote  a  Parody  of  a  Scene  in^  Corneille's 
Ciana ;  the  interlocutors,  Mr.  Pelham,  Mr.  Arundel,  and-  Mr.  SeU 
wyn. 

My  father  died  March  28iJi,  1745.  He  left  me  the  house  in  Ar- 
liogton-street  in  which  he  died,  5000^  in  money,. and  1000/.  a-year 
from  the  Collector's  place  in  the  Custom^House^  and  the  surplus  to  be 
divided  between  my  brother  Edward*  and  me. 

April  12tb,  1'74^  wa»  published,  in  a^  magazine  called  The  Mu* 
MMR,  my  Scheme  fcr  a  tax  on  Message.  Cards  and  Notes-;  and  soon 
after,  an  Advertisement  (^ a  pretended  new  ite)it,.  which  I  had  written 
in  Florence  ini  1741. 

In  July  of  the  same  year,  I  WJColeThe  i?faM/te»,.  which  was  handed 
about  till  it  got  into  print,. very  incorrectly^ 

In  August  I  took  a*  house  within  the  precincts  of  the  Castle  at 
Windsor. 

November  4th  and  5th,.  M4FSv.Pritchard  spoke  my  Epilogue*  to  Ta- 
merlane, on  the  suppression^of  the  Rebeilioa,  at  the  theatre  iaCovent 
Garden  ;  it  was^ printed*  by  Dodsley  the  next  day. 

About  the  same  timer!  paraphrased  sonrve  Hnes  of  the  first  book  of 
Lucan;  but  they  have  not  been  printed. 

In>  1747  I  printed  my  account  of  the  collection  at  Houghton,  under 
the  title  of  iEdosWalpoIiane..  Itbad  beendrawnupin  the  year  1748. 
I  printed  but  two  hundred  copies^  to-give  away.  It  was  very  incor* 
rectly  printed;,  another  edition,  more  accurate,. enlarged,  was  pub- 
lished March  Ipth^  J  752. 

In  May  174T  I  took  a  small  bouse  near  Twiokenbam,  for  seven 
years.  L  afterwards  bought  it,  by  Act  of  Parliament,  it  belonging  to- 
minors;  and  bavemade  great  additions  and  improvements  to  it.>  In 
one  of  the  deeds- 1  found  it  was  called  Strawberry  Hill. 

In  this  year  (1*747),  and  the  next,,  and  in  1749,,!  wrote  thirteen 
numbers  in  a  weekly  paper,  called  Old  England^  or  the  Broad-bottom 
Journal,  but  being,  sent  to  the.  printer  without  a^nan^^  they  wer^  pub*- 
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lished  horribly  deformed  and  spoiled.  I  was  re-choseo  id  the  new 
Parliament  for  Kellington,  in  Cornwall.  About  the  same  time  wai 
published  a  Letter  to  the  Tories,  written  as  I  then  believed,  by  Mr. 
George  Lyttellon,  who  with  his  family  had. come  over  to  Mr.  Pelham. 
As  Mr.  Lyttelt6n  had  heen  a  great  enemy  of  and  wrtlor  against  mj 
father,  and  as  Mr.  Pelham  had  used  my  father  and  his  friends  ex* 
tremely  ill,  and  neglected  the  Whigs  to  court  the  Tories,  I  publisbed 
an  answer  to  that  peace,  and  called  it  a  Letter  to  the  Whigs.  It  was 
a  careless  performance,  and  written  in  five  days.  At  the  end  of 
the  year  I  wrote  two  more  letters  to  the  Whigs,  butdid'not  poUiik 
them  till  April  the  next  year,  when  they  went  through  three  editions 
itntnediately.  I  had  intended  to  suppress  them,  but  some  attacks 
being  made  by  the  Grenvilles  on  Lord  Chief  Justice  Willes,  an  ioti- 
mate  friend  of  my  father,  particularly  by  obtaining  an  Act  of  Parlii' 
ment  to  transfer  the  assizes  from  Ailesbury  to  Buckingham,  I  printed 
them  and  other  pieces. 

On  the  sameoeeasion  fhad  a  remarkable  quarrel  with  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  Mr.  Onslow.  The  Bill  was  returned  from 
the  Lords  with  amendments.  The  friends  of  the^  Chief  Justice  re- 
solved to  oppose  it  again.  Mr.  Potter  desired  me  to  second  him.  He 
rose,  but  entering  on  the  merits  of  the  Bill»  Mr.  T.  Townsend,  aad  my 
uncle,  Horace  W  alpole  (to  prevent  me,.)  insisted  that  nothing  cookl 
be  spoken  to  but  the  amendments.  The  Speaker  supporting  this,  I  said, 
**  I  had  iiitended  to  second  Mr.  Potter,  hot  should  submit  to  his 
oracular  decision,  though  I  would  not  to  the  ccmiplaisant  peevishness 
of  anybody  else.^  The  Speaker  was  in  a  great  rage,  and  complaioed 
to  the  House.  I  said  *'  I  begged  his  pardon,  but  had  not  thoogkt 
that  submitting  to  him  was  the  way  to  offend  hitn/'  During  the 
course  of  the  same  bill,  Sir  William  Stanhope- had  likewise  bean  in- 
terrupted-, in  a  very  bitter  speech  against  the  Grenvilles.  I  formed 
part  of  the  speech  I  had  intended  to  make,  into  one  ibr  Sir  Willian, 
and  published  it  in  his  name.  It  made  greol  noise.  Campbell  ao- 
swered  it  for  a  bookseller.  I  published  another  called  the  speecko( 
Richard  White-liver,  in  answer  to  CampbelPs..  AH  these  things  wete 
only  excusable  by  the  lengths. to  which  party  had  been  earned  agaiost 
my  father ;.  or  rather,  were  not  excusable  even  then. 

In  1748  were  published,  in  Dodsley^s  Collection  of  MisceDaneoos 
Poems,  three  of  mine ;  an  Epistle  to  Mr.  Asbton  from  Florence, 
written  in  1740,  the  Beauties  and  the  Epilogue  to  Tamertaoe. 

I  next  wrote  two  papers,  of  the  Remembrancer*  and  two  more  of 
the  same  in  the  year  1749.  Ii>  the  latter  year,  too,  T  wn>te  a  cop7 
of  verses  on  the  Fireworks^for  the  Ptiace;  Ihey  were  not  prioled. 
About  the  same  time  I  wrote  a  pamphlet,  called  Delenda  est  Oxeoia. 
It  was  to  assert  the  liberties  of  that  University,  which  the  Ministrf 
had  a  plan  of  attacking,  by  vesting  in  the  Crown  the  nomination  of  the 
ChaDcellor.  This  piece  (which  I  think  one  of  my  best)  was  seized 
at  the  printer's  and  suppressed. 

Oae  night  in.  the  beginning  of  November,  1749,  as  I  was  retunmig 
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fnHD  Holland  House  by  moonlight,  about  ton  at  night,  I  was  attaoked 
by  two  Higbwayoien  in  Hyde  Park,  and  the  pistol  of  one  of  them 
going  off  accidentally,  razed  the  skin  under  my  eye,  left  some  marks 
of  shot  on  my  face,  and  stunned  me.  The  ball  went  through  the  top 
of  the  chariot,  and  if  I  had  sat  an  inch  nearer  to  the  left  side,  must 
have  gone  through  my  head. 

January  the  11th,  1751, 1  moved  the  Address  to  the*  King,  on  his 
Speech  at  the  opening  of  the  Session. 

ItCarch  20th,  1751,.  died  my  eldest  brother  Robert>  Earl  of  Or* 
fcrd. 

About  thia  time  I  began,  to  write  my  Memoirs.  At  first,  I  only 
ioteaded  to  write  the  history  of  one  year. 

About  the  same  time  hiippened  a  great  family  quarrel*  My  friend 
Mr.  Chute  had  engaged  liiss  Nicholl,  a  most  rich  heiress,  to  run  away 
from  her  guardians,  who  had  used  her  very  ill ;  and'he-fNToposed  to 
marry  her  to  my  nephew  LiordOrford,  who  refused  her,  though  she 
had  above  150^)00/..  t  wrote*  a  particular  account  of  the  whole 
transaction.  In  this^year,  too,.  I  imitated  a  fable  of  Fontaine,  called 
the  Funeral  of  the^  Lioness. 

.  In  1752, 1,  was  appointed  by  Sie  Hans  Sloane*s  will  one  of  bis 
trastees. 

Feb.  8th,  1753,  was  published  a  paper  I  bad  written  in  a  periodic 
cal  work,  called  The  World,  published  by  S  Moore.  I  wrote  eight 
more  numbers,  besides  two  fiiat  were  not  printed  then ;  and  one  con- 
taining a  character  of  Mr.  Fox,,  which.  I  had  written  some  years  be* 
foi^ 

This  year  I  published-  a  fine  edition  of  six  poems  of  Mr.  Gray, 
with  prints  from  designs  of  Mr.  R.  Bentley» 

In  November  I  wrote  a  kur^sque  poem,,  called  The  Judgment  of 
Solomon, 

In  December  died' Ek^sm«B  Sh6fte;*,.E8q.,  the  last  and  youngest  of 
my  mother's  brothers.  He,  dying  without  a  will,  his  fortune  of 
30,000/.  came  in>equal  shares  between  my  brother  Sir  Edward,  me, 
and  my  cousins,  Francis  Earl  of  Hertford^  Col.  Henry  Seymour 
Conway,  and  Miss  Anne  Seymour  Conway. 

In  1754,  V  was  chosen  for  Castlerising,  in  Norfolk,  in  the  new 
Parliament.  In  iu\y  of  that  year  i  wrote  The  Entail,  a  fable,  in 
verse. 

About  the  same  time  I  erected  a  cenotaph  for  my  mother  in 
Westminster  Abbeys  having-  some  years  before  prepared  .a  statue 
of  her  by  Yieilory  at  Romek.  The  pedestal'  was  earved  by  Rjrs- 
braoh. 

In  March,  I755>.I  was  very  ill-used  by  my  nephew  Lord  Orford^ 
open  a  contested'  election  in  the  House  of  Commons,  on  which  I 
Wrote  him  a  long  letter,  with  an  account  of  my  own  conduct  in  politics. 

In  Feb.  1757, 1  vacated  my  seat  for  Castlerising  in  order  to  be 
chosen  for  Lynn ;  and  about  the  same  time  used  my  best  endeavours, 
but  in  vain,.totsaye  the  unfortunate  Admiral  Byng.. 
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May  12tb  of  (hat  year,  I  wrote  Id  less  than  ao  hour  and  an  half  the   I 
Letter  from  Ho  Ho ;  it  was  published  on  the  17th»  and  imtnediatdy 
passed  through  five  editions. 

^  June  10th,  was  published  a  catalogue  of  the  collection  of  picturei 
of  Charles  the  First,  to  which  I  had  written  a  little  introduction,  I 
afterwards  wrote  short  prefaces  or  advertisements  in  the  same  roao- 
ner  to  the  catalogues  of  the  collections  of  James  the  Second  and  the 
Duke  of  Buckingharr^.  June  25th,  I  erected  a  pripting-press  at  mj 
house  at  Strawberry  Hill. 

Aug.  8th,  I  published  two  Odes  by  Mr.  Gray,  the  first  production 
of  my  press. 

In  Sept.  I  erected  a  tomb  in  St.  Anne's  Churchyardy  Soho,  for 
Theodore  King  of  Corsica. 

In  Oct.  1757,  was  finished  at  my  press  an  edition  of  Hentzoenni 
translated  by  Mr  Bentley,  to  which  I  wrote  an  advertisement.  Ide- 
dicated  it  to  the  Society  of  Antiquaries,  of  which  I  am  a  member, 
as  well  as  of  the  Royal  Society.. 

In  April,  1758,  was  finished  the  first  impression  of  my  Catalogoe 
of  Royal  and  Noble  Authors,  which  I  had  written  in  the  preceding 
year  in  less  than  five  months.  About  the  same  time  Mrs.  Porter 
published  Lord  Hyde's  play,  to  which  I  had  written  the  advertise- 
ment. 

In  the  summer  of  1758, 1  printed  some  of  my  own  fugitive  pieces, 
and  dedicated  them  to  my  cousin.  General  Conway.  About  Autumn 
I  erected  at  Linton,  in  Kent,  a  tomb  for  my  friend  Gal fridus  Mann;  ^ 
the  design  was  by  Mr.  Bentley.  The  beginning  of  October  I  pub* 
lished  Lord  Whitworth's  account  of  Russia,  to  which  I  wrote  the  ad- 
vertisement. 

Nov.  22nd  was  published  a-  pamphlet,  written  by  Mr.  Bcntlcyt 
called  *'  Reflections  on  the  difierent  Ideas  of  the  French  and  Euglisk 
with  regard  to  cruelty."  It  was  designed  to  promote  a  bill  (ibail 
meditated)  of  perpetual  insolvency.  I  wrote  the  dedication.  It  was 
not  printed  at  Strawberry  Hill. 

I>ec.  5th,  was  published  the  second  edition  of  my  Catalogue  of 
Authors.  Two  thousand  were  printed,  but  notvX  Strawberry  Hill* 
I  was  much  abused  for  it  in  the  Critical  Review,  and  more  geotif 
in  the  Monthly  Review ;  by  the  former  for  disliking  the  Stuarts;  bj 
the  latter  for  liking  my  father, — opinions  I  am  not  likely  to  changa. 
In  the  gentleman's  Magazine  of  February  following  was  another 
railing  criticism,  but  so  foolish  that  some  parts  of  my  book  were 
printed  in  italics,  to  turn.  them,  into  puns;  and  it<was  cabled  uniotelli- 
"ble  for  such  reasons  as  my  not  having  specified  Francis  the  Fir* 
iy  his  title  of  King  of  France  !* 

1759.  Feb.  2nd,  I  published  Mr.  Spence's  Parallel  of  MagliabeccM 
and  Mr..Htli,  a  tailor  of  Buckingham ;  calculated  to  raise  a.little  sum 
of  money  for  the  latter  poor  man.  Six  hundred  copies  were  soki  io  a 
fortnight,  and  it  was  reprinted  in  London. 

Feb.  10th..  Some  anonymous^authori  (I  could  not  discover  who  it 
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was-^it  was  said  to  be  Dr.  Hill)  published  a  pamphlet,  called  Obser- 
^  Tations  on  the  atscount  given  of  the  Catalogue  of  Royal  and  Noble 
Authors  of  England,  &c.,  in  the  Critical  Review,  No.  35,  for  Ded. 
1758,  where^the  unwarrantable  liberties  taken  with  that  work,  and  the 
honourable  author  of  it,  are  examined  and  exposed.  This  defence  of 
me  was  fail  of  gross  flattery,  and  displeased  me  so  much,  that  I  was 
going  to  advertise  my  disapprobation  of  it,  and  ignorance  of  the 
author;  but  was  dissuaded  by  my  friends. 

March  17.  I  began  to  distribute  some  copies  of  my  fugitive  pieces, 
collected  andprint^  together  at  Strawberry  Hill,  and  dedicated  to 
General  Conway. 

May  5th  was  published  a  pam|)h]et  called  '^  Remarks  on   Mr. 
Walpole's  Catalogue  of  Royal  and  Noble  Authors,  &c.,  in  which 
many  of  his  censures  and  arguments  are  examined  and  disproved ; 
Ms  false  principles  are  confuted,  and  true  ones  established ;  several 
material  facts  are  set  in  a  true  light;  and  the  characters  and  conduct 
of  several  crowned  heads,  and  others  are  vindicated.    Part  the  first." 
And  it  advertised  that  in  a  few  days  would  be  published,  **  Walpo-> 
lian  principles  exposed  and  confuted.''    It  was  written  by  one  Carter 
who  had  been  bred  a  surgeon,  and  who  had  married  the  daughter 
of  Deacon  of  Manchester,  who  was  hanged  in  the  last  rebellion. 
This  Carter  had  lost  an  estate  of  eight  hundred  pounds  a-year,  which 
had  been  intended  for  him,  rather  than  renoonee  his  prineiples,  and 
was  turned  a  non-juring  preacher,  and  had  lately  been  sent  away 
from  an  apothecary's  where  he  lodged,  for  bis  treasonable  convert 
sation,  and  for  sending  fifteen  or  sixteen  letters -every  post^night, 
which  the  people  of  the  house  suspected  were  written  for  purposes 
not  more  innocent.     Whatever  his  designs  were,  he  had  too  little  pru- 
dence  to  do  much  harm,  and  too  little  sense.     His  book  was  a  rhap- 
sody of  Jacobitism,  made  still  more  foolish  by  the  style  and  manner, 
and  of  the  lowest  scurrility.     I  wish  I  may  never  have  wiser  enemies 
or  tyranny  abler  advocates !    It  is  observable  that  this  Carter  dis- 
tributed hand-bills,  and  left  them  at  doors,  promising  this  answer, 
and  begging  assistance  towards  it.    In  May,  too,  was  published  in 
the  Critical  Review  a  letter  to -the  authors  of  it,  from  some  anony- 
mous person,  denying  the  /act  mentioned  in  the 'life  of  the  Duke  of 
HTharton  in  the  same  Catalogue,  of  Sergeant  Wynne  borrowing  and 
using  Bishop  Atterbury's  speech :  yet  it  was  absolutely  true.    Mr. 
!kf  orrice,  the  bishop's  grandson,  often  told  it  to  Mr.  Selwyn ;  Mr.  Fox 
'emerobered  the  fact,  when  he  was  at  Oxford ;  Mr.  Babtist  Leveson 
jrower  says  he  perfectly  rdmembers  it,  and  that  his  (then)  party  af- 
ected  to  cry  him  up  for  it ;  that  he  got  three  thousand  pounds  the 
irst  year  on  the  credit  of  it ;  but  they  were  forced  to  drop  him,  as 
le  had  no  parts  to  support  his  reputation.    In  truth,  when  I  wrote 
he  passage  in  question,'!  did  not  know  Mr.  Wynne  was  still  living, 
m  sorry  to  have  shocked  a  man  who  had  gi-ven  me  no  provocation, 
nd  therefore,  to  avoid  adding  one  mortification  to  another,  which  I 
id  not  mean,  I  have  chosen  to  make  no  reply. 
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In  August,  I  Wrote  a  copy  of  verses,  called  the  Parish  Register 
of  Twickenham.  It  is  a  list  of  all  the  remarkable  persons  who  have 
lived  there, 

Sept.  1st.  I  began  to  look  over  Mr.  Vertue's  MSS.,  which  I  bonght 
last  year  for  one  hundred  pounds,  in  order  to  compose  the  Lives  of 
English  Painters.  September  21st.  1  gave  my  Lady  Towosend  an 
epitaph  and  design  for  a  tomb  for  her  youngest  son,  killed  at  Titoo- 
deroga  ;  neither  were  us^d. 

Oct.  28th.  I  finished  the  eighth  book  of  my  Memoirs.  Oct.  29th. 
I  began  the  account  of  a  new  discovery  of  painting  opoo  wax;  H 
was  invented  at  Paris  by  the  Comte  de  Caylus,  and  was  improved 
here  by  Mr.  Miintz. 

Nov.  12th.  I  dismissed  Mr.  Miintz ;  and^lipon  his  leaving  me  hid 
aside  the  intention  of  publishing  the  account  of  the  new  encaustic. 

1760.  Jan.  1st.  I  began  the  Lives  of  English  Artists,  from  Vertuc'i 
MSS.  (that  is,  Anecdotes  of  Painting,  &c.)  *  About  the  same  time, 
there  being  thoughts  of  erecting  a  monument  for  Sir  Charles  Hanbarjr 
Williams  in  Westminster  Abbey,  I  wrote  an  epitaph  for  it 

March  13lh,.wrote.the  Dialogue  between  Two  Great  Ladies.  It 
was  published  April  23rd,  being  deferred  till  after  the  trials  of  Lord 
J.  Sackville  and  Lord  Ferrers. 

April.  In  this  month  wrote  a  poem  on  the  Destruction  of  the  Frenci 
Navy,  as  an  exercise  for  Lord  Beauchampat.Christchurch,  Oxford. 

Aug.  14th,  finished  the  first  volume  o(  my  Anecdotes  of  Painting 
in  England.'  Sept.  5th,  began  the  second  volume.  Oct.  28ni, 
finished  the  second  volume. 

1761.  Jan.*4th,  began  the  third  volume. 

In  March  I.  was  appointed  trustee  for  Mrs.  Day  by  Richard  Lord 
Edgcumbe,  in  his  will. 

May  30 tb,  wrote  a  mock  sermon  to  dissuade  Lady  Mary  Goto 
from  going  to  the  King's  birthday,  as  she  had  lately  been  ill. 

June  11th,  wrote  an  epigram  on  the  Duchess  of  Grafton  going 
abroad. 

June  29th,  resumed  the  third  volume  of  my  Anecdotes  of  Paiotingi 
which  I  had  laid  aside  after  the  first  day. 

July  16th,  wrote  the  Garland,  a  poem  on  the  King^  and  sent  it  to 
Lady  Bute,  but  not  in  my  own  hand,  nor  with  my  name,  nor  did  ever 
own  it. 

Aug.  22nd,  finished  the  third  volume  of  my  Anecdotes  of  Paint- 
ing. 

Dec.  20th,  wrote  a  few  lines  to  Lady  Mary  Coke,  on  her  havjtJg 
St.  Anthony*s  fire  in  her  cheek, 

Dec.  28rd,  wrote  a  portrait  of  Lord  Granville,  in  verse,  to  aer« 
as  an  epitaph  for  him. 

March  24th.  I  was  chosen  a  Member  of  the  Society  of  Arts  and 
Sciences. 

June  12th.  I  was  attacked  in  a  new  weekly  paper.  No.  2,  called 
the  North  Briton,  and  accused  of  h^Lvingflaitered  the  Scotch  ia  my 
Catalogue  of  Royal  and  Noble  Authors.    I  made  no  answer  to  it.   1 
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twM  not  have  boea  charged  with  any  thing  of  ij^hich  I  am  less  guilty 
than  flattery.  The  passage  was  written  and  published  five  years  be* 
hre  this  period,  and  in  the  reign,  of  the  late  King,  when  partiality  to 
Scotland  was  no  merit  at  court ;  and  so  little  was  it  calculated  to 
make  a  friend  of  Lord  Bute,  that,  having  had  occasion  to  write  two 
or  three  letters  to  him,  I  constantly  disclaimed  any  desire  or  intention 
of  having  a  place.  I  have  copies  of  these  letters,  and  of  others  to 
the  Dake^f  Newcastle  and  Mr.  Pitt, equally,  and  as  fully  disinterested. 
Before  this  accusation  was  made  Lord  Bute  had  had  two  levees ;  I 
was  at  neither,  nor  ever  was  at  the  levee  of  any  Minister,  but  my 
father,  and  once  at  the  Duke  of  Newcastle'^  white  my  father  was  in 
power.  I  believe  the  author  of  the  North  Briton  will  ask  for  and 
have  a  place  .before  I  shall. 

Aug.  2nd,  b^^n  the  Catalogue  of  Engravers.    October   10th> 
fioiflbed  it. 

I  bad  been  told  that  Bishop  Warburt6n  resented  something  in  the 
chapter  of  architecture,  in  the  second  volume  of  my  Anecdotes  of 
Painting,  and  that  he  intended  to  abuse  me  in  the  new  edition  of  Mr. 
Pope's  worka  which  he  proposed  to  have  printed  at  Birmingham. 
As  I  had  not  once  thought  of  him  in  that  work,  it  was  not  easy  to 
guess  at  what  he  was  ofiended.    On  4ooking  over  the  chapter,  I 
concluded  he  had  written  some  nonsense  about  the  Phenicians,  but 
having  read  very  few  of  his  works,  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  know 
where  to  find  it.     As  I  would  not  disoblige  even  a  coxcomb  unpro- 
voked, and  know  how  silly  a  literary  controversy  is,  in  which  the 
world  only  laughs  at  both  sides,  I  desired  Dr.  Charles  Lyttelton,  Bish- 
op of  Carlisle,  to  ask  him  if  what  I  had  said  of  the  Phenicians  was 
the  rock  of  offence,  and  to  assure  him  I  had  read  few  of  hi»  things, 
and  had  had  no  intention  of  laughing  at  him.    I  name  Bishop  Lytteiw 
tOD,  because,  if  it  had  not  come  from  one  of  his  own  order,  all-arro- 
gant and  absurd  as  Warburton  is,  one  shduld  scarce  believe  it  possi- 
ble that  he  could  have  pushed  vanity  and  folly  to  such  a  height  as 
appeared  in  bis  answer.    He  replied,  *<  The  Phenicians !  no,  no.^    He 
alluded  to  my  note  in  the  edition  of  Pope,  in  which  I  have  spoken  of 
Oethic  architecture;  I  have  exhausted  the  subject."     I  will  only  re- 
mark on  this  excess  of  impertinent  self-conceit,  that  if  hecan^rAaus/ 
subjects  in  so  few  lines,  it  was  very  unnecessary  for  him  to  write  so 
many  thousands.    After  this,  I  would  as  soon  have  a  controversy  with 
a  peacock,  or  with  an  only  daughter  that  her  parents  think  handsome. 
The  fovviy  the  miss,  and  the  biahop,  are  alike  incorrigible^    The  first 
struts  naturally-;  the  second  is  spoiled ;  reason  itself  has  been  of  no 
use  to  the  last. 

1763.  Beginning  of  September  wrote  the  Dedication  and  Preface 
to  Lord  Herbert's  Life. 

1764.  May  29th.  Began  an  answer  to  a  pamphlet  against  Mr. 
Conway-,  called  An  Address  to  the  Public  on  the  late  Dismission  of 
a  General  Officer.  My  answer  was  finished  June  12th,  but  not  pub- 
liabed  till  Aug.  2nd,  under  the  title  of  a  Counter-Address  to  the  Pu< 
lie,  &e. 
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June.    I  began  fhe  Cattle  of  Otraole,  a  gotbic  atoiy,  aoA  MM  ' 
It  Aug.  6ih. 

Oct.  15th.  Wrote  the  fable  of  the  Magpie  ajnd  her  Brood  for  Mia 
ilothami  then  near  eleveo  yeara  old»  great  niece  of  Henrietta  Hobart, 
Countess  Dowager  of  Suffolk.  It  was  taken  from  La  Nouvdia  Be^ 
tereaiions  de  Bonaveniuredes  Penirif  Valet^de-Chambreto  the  Queei 
<)f  Navarre- 
Dee.  24.    The  Castle  of  Otranto  was  published  i;  500  cqpies. 

1765.  April  lltb.  The  dnd  edition  of  the  Castle  of  Otraoto;  M 
copies. 

Sept.  9th.    Set  out  for  Paris.  , 

End  of  this  year  wrote  the  Letter  froaa  King  of  Prussia  to  Rouir  I 
seau. 

1766.  April  22nd.  Arrived  ia  London,  from  Paris. 

June  28th,  29lh.  Wrote  an  Account  of  the  Giants  lately  discofflwd. 
It  was  published  Aug.  25th  following.  Aug.  18th.  Began  Memoirs 
of  the  Reign  of  George  the  Third. 

1767.  Feb.  1.  Began  the  Detection  of  the  TeHamtni  PoBiiqKed 
my  Father,  at  Strawberry  Hill;  and  finished  it  the  next  time  I  went 
thither,  Feb.  17th.  Did  not  print  it,  as  no  traoslation  was  madeiolo 
English  of  that  fictitious  work. 

March.  Wrote  to  the  Mayor  of  Lynn,  that  I  did  not  intend  to 
come  into  Parliament  again. 

A  bad  translation  of  the  Castle  of  Otranto  into  French  was  pa* 
blished  at  Paris  this  month. 

•     May  28th.    My  lefter  to  the  Mayor  of  Lynn  was  first  published 
in  the  St.  James's  Chronicle. 

Aug.  20th.  I  went  to  Paris.  Wrote  there  an  account  of  mj 
whole  concern  in  the  affair  of  Rousseau,  not  with  intention  to  ptt* 
Wish  it  yet. 

In  Sept.  were  published,  in  the  public  Advertiser,  two  Letters  I 
had  written  on  Political  Abuse  in  Newspapers.  They  were  sigoA 
Toby,  and  A  Ckmitant  Corrtspondeni. 

1768.  Feb.  1.  Published  my  Historic  Doubts  on  Richard  the 
Third.  I  had  begun  it  in  the  winter  of  1767;  continued  it  in  the 
summer,  and  finished  it  after  my  return  from  Paris.  Twelve  huo- 
dred  copies  were  printed,  and  sold  so  very  fast  that  a  new  edition 
was  undertaken  the  next  day  of  1000  more,  and  published  the  next 
week. 

March  15.  I  finished  a  tragedy  called  the  Mysterious  Mother, 
which  I  had  begun  Dec.  25, 1766 ;  but  I  had  laid  it  aside  for  several 
months  while  I  went  to  Paris ;  and  while  I  was  writing  my  Historic 
Doubts  on  Richard  the  Third.  The  two  last  acta  were  not  now  as 
much  finished  as  I  intended. 

June  20.  Received  a  letter  from  Voltaire  desiring  my  Historic 
Doubts.  I  sent  them,  and  the  Castle  of  Otranto,  that  be  'might  see 
the  preface,  of  which  I  told  him.  He  did  not  like  it,  but  returned  a 
very  civil  answer,  defending  his  opinion.  I  replied  with  more  ci* 
vility,  but  dropping  the  subject,  not  caring  to  enter  into  a  contro* 
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veny ;  especially  on  a  matter  of  opioiootoa  ivhioh  whether  we  were 
right  or  wrong*  all  France  would  be  on  .his  side»  and  all  England  on 
jDine. 

Nov.  18.  At  the  desire  of  her  son  G^rge  William  Hervey,  Earl 
of  Bristol,  I  wrote  the  elegy  for  the  monument  of  Mary  Lepelle  Lady 
Hervey*  to  be  erected  in  the  Church  at  Ickworlh,  in  Suffolk. 

I  should  have  mentioned  that  on  the  Dissolution  of  the  Parliament 
this  year,  I  refused  to  serve  again,  agreeably  to  a  letter  I  had  writ- 
ten to  the  Mayor  of  Lynn,  and  which  was  published  in  the  news- 
papers. 

1769.  April  24.  Mrs.  Clive  spoke  an  epilogue  I  had  written  ibr 
her  on  her  quitting  the  stage.  It  alluded  to  Robertson's  Hijitory  of 
Charles  the  Fifth,  then  lately  published. 

May»    Mr.  David  Hume  bad  introduced  to  me  one  Diverdun,  a 
Swiss  in  the  Secretary's  ofiice.    This  man  wrote  Memoires  LUtfyrairea 
dela  Grand  Bretagne ;  and  Mr.  Hume  desired  I  would  give  him  a  copy 
of  Lord  Herbert's  Life,  that  he  might  insert  an  extract  in  his  journal. 
I  did.     In  April  this  Diverdun  went  to  travel  with  a  young  English 
gentleman,  and  a  few  days  afterwards  a  Swiss  clergyman  delivered 
10  me  from  him  his  Memoirs  for  the  year  1768;  he  had  published 
but  one  before,  for  1767.     In  this  new  journal  I  found  a  criticism  on 
my  Historic  Doubts  with  notes  by  Mr.  Hume,  to  which  the  critic 
declared  he  gave  the  preference.     Mr.  Hume  bad  shown  me  the 
notes  last  year  in  manuscript,  but  this  conduct  appeared  so  paltry, 
added  to  Mr.  Hume's  total  silence,  that  I  immediately  wrote  an  an- 
swer, not  only  to  these  notes,  but  to  other  things  that  had  been  writ- 
ten against  my  Doubts.    However,  as  I  treated  Mr.  Hume  with  the 
severity  he  deserved,  I  resolved  not  to  print  this  answer,  only  to 
show  it  to  him  in  manuscript,  and  to  leave  it  behind  as  an  appendix 
U>i  and  confirmation  of,  my  Historic  Doubts. 

About  the  same  time  Voltaire  published  in  the  Mcrcurc  the  letter 
he  had  written  to  me,  but  I  made  no  answer,  because  he  had  treated 
oie  more  dirtily  than  Mr.  Hume  had.  Though  Voltaire,  with  whom 
I  had  never  had  the  least  acquaintance  or  correspondence,  had  volun- 
tarily written  to  me  first,  and  asked  /or  my  book,  he  wrote  a  letter  to 
the  Duchess  of  Choiseul,  in  which,  without  saying  a  syllable  of  hi? 
having  written  to  me  first,  he  told  her  I  had  oiQciously  sent  him  my 
Works,  and  declared  war  with  him  in  defence  de  ce  bouffon  Shaka- 
peare,  whonn  in  his  reply  to  me  he  pretended  so  much  to  admire. 
The  Duchess  sent  me  Voltaire's  letter,  which  gave  me  such  con- 
tempt for  his  disingenuity  that  I  dropped  all  correspondence  with 
him. 

In  July  and  August  finished  two  more  books  of  my  Memoirs  for 
ihe  years  1765,  1766. 

1770.  In  the  summer  of  this  year  wrote  an  Answer  to  Dr.  Milles' 
[lemarks  on  my  Richard  the  Third. 

1771.  Bnd  of  September,  wrote  the  Advertisement  to  the  Letters 
)(  King  Edward  the  Sixth. 
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434   SHORT  NOTES  OF  THE  LIFE  OF  HORACE  WALPOLE. 

1778*    Ffnished  my  Memoirs  which  conclude  with  the  year  1771  ?   ! 
intendiug  for  the  future  only  to  carry  on  a  Journal.    This  year,  the 
last,  and  sometime  before,  wrote  some  Hieroglyphic  Tales.    There 
fife  only  five.    I  had  long  left  off  going  to  the  Antiquarian  Society. 
This  summer  I  heard  that  they  intended  printing  some  more  foolish 
notes  against  my  Richard  the  Third;  and  though  I  had  taken  dodo-  i 
tice  <>f  their  first  publication,  I  thought  they  might  at  last  provoke  I 
me  to  expose  them.     I  determined,  therefore,  to  be  at  liberty  by  break- 
ing  with  them  first;  and  Foote  having  brought  them  on  the  staffefor 
sitting  in  council,  as  they  had  done,  on  Whittmgton  and  his  Cat,  I  was 
not  sorry  to  find  them  so  ridiculous,  or  to  mark  their  being  so,  and 
upon  that  nonsense,  and  the  laughter  that  accompanied  it,  I  sU'uck 
my  name  out  of  their  book.     This  was  at  the  end  of  July. 

In  July  wrote  the  Life  of  Sir  Thomas  Wyat,  No.  11.  of  my  edi- 
tion of  Miscellaneous  Antiquities. 

Sept.  16.  The  Duke  of  Gloucester  notified  to  the  ELing  his  mar- 
riage with  my  niece  Lady  Waldegrave, 

Sept.  Wrote  some  lines  to  Lady  Anne  Pilzpatrick  with  a  pre- 
sent of  shells. 

1773.  Wrote  Nature  will  Prevail,  a  moral  entertainment  in  oaeae^ 
which  I  sent  anonymously  to  Mr.  Col  man,  manager  of  Covent  Ganfca. 
He  was  much  pleased  with  it,  but  thinking  it  too  short  for  a  fareSt 
pressed  to  hare  it  enlarged,  which  I  would  not  take  the  trouble  to  do 
for  so  slight  and  extempore  a  performance. 

1774.  Wrote  an  Introduction  to,  and  a  Parody  of,  Lord  Chst^ 
field's  three  first  liOtters. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  year  wrote  my  answer  to  Mr.  Master's 
Remarks  in  the  Archaeologia.  In  July  wrote  the  verses  on  the  Three 
Vernons. 

1775.  In  February  wrote  the  Epilogue  to  Bragansa ;  and  three 
Letters  to  the  Author,  Mr.  Jephson,  on  tragedy. 

1777.  In  April  my  nephew  Lord  Orford  went  mad  again,  and  was 
under  my  care,  but  as  he  had  employed  a  lawyer,  of  whom  I  bad  a 
bed  opinion,  in  his  afiairs,  I  refused  to  take  care  of  them. 

1778.  Lord  Orford  recovering  in  March,  I  gave  up  the  care  rf 
him. 

1778.  In  June  was  acted  "Nature  will  prevail,"  at  the  little  Thea- 
tre in  the  Haymarket,  with  success.  At  the  end  of  July  wrote  mj 
answer  to  the  Editor  of  Chattertou's  works. 

1779.  In  the  preceding  autumn  had  written  a  defence  of  mjeelf 
against  the  unjust  aspersions  in  the  Preface  to  the  Miscellaniea  d 
Chatterton.  Printed  200  copies  at  Strawberry  Hill  this  January,  ai^ 
gave  them  away.  It  was  much  enlarged  from  what  1  had  writtea  i> 
July.  At  the  end  of  May  wrote  a  Conunentary  and  Notes  to  Mf' 
Mason's  later  poems. 

[Here  the  Manuscript  terminates.] 
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It  will  look,  I  fear,  a  little  like  arrogance  in  a  prirate  man  to  giTC  a 
printed  description  of  his  villa^and  collection,  in  which  almost  every 
thing  is  diminutive.  It  is  not,  however,  intended  for  public  sale ; 
and  originally  was  meant  only  to  assist  those  who  should  visit  the  place. 
A  farther  view  succeeded ;  that  of  exhibiting  specimens  of  Gothic 
architecture,  as  collected  from  standards  in  cathedrals  and  chapel- 
tombs,  and  showing  how*  they  may  be  applied  to  chimney-pieces, 
ceilings,  windows,  balustrades,  loggias,  &c.  The  general  oisuse  of 
Gothic  architecture,  and  the  decay  and  alterations  so  frequently  made 
in  churches,  give  prints  a  chance  of  being  the  sole  preservatives  of 
that  style. 

Catalogties  raisonnfs  of  collections  are  very  frequent  in  Firance  and 
Rdland ;  and  it  is  no  high  degree  of  vanity  to  assume  for  an  existing 
collection  an  illustration  that  is  allowed  to  many  a  temporary  auction : 
an  existing  collection, — even  that  phrase  is  void  of  vanity.  Having 
lived,  unhappily,  to  see  the  noblest  school  of  painting,  that  this  king- 
dom beheld,  transported  almost  out  of  the  sight  of  Europe,  it  would 
be  strange  fascination,  nay,  a  total  insensibility  to  the  pride  of  family, 
and  to  the  moral  reflections  that  wounded  pride  commonly  feels,  to  ex- 
pect that  a  paper  fabric  and  an  assemblage  of  curious  trifles,  made  by 
an  insignificant  man,  should  last  or  be  treated  with  more  veneration 
and  respect  than  the  trophies  of  a  palace  deposited  in  it  by  one  of  the 
best  and  wisest  ministers  that  this  country  has  enjoyed. 

Far  from  such  visions  of  self-love,  the  foDowing  account  of  pictures 
and  rarities  is  given  with  a  view  to  their  future  dispersion.  The  se- 
veral purchasers  will  find  ahistory  of  their  purchases ;  nor  do  virtuosos 
dislike  to  refer  to  such  a  catalogue  for  an  authentic  certificate  of  their 
cariosities.  The  following  collection  was  made  out  of  the  spoils 
of  many  renowned  cahinete ;  as  Dr.  Meade's,  Lady  Elizabetii  Qer- 
maine's,  Lord  Oxford's,  the  Duchess  of  Portland's,  and  of  about  forty 
morcxof  celebrity.  Such  well-attested  descent  is  (he  genealogy  of  tiie 
objects  of  virtii,— not  so  noble  as  those  of  the  peerage,  but  on  a  par 
With  those  of  race-horses.    In  dl  three,  especially  the  pedigrees  of 

an* 
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peers  and  rarities,  the  line  is  often  continued  by  many  insignificant 
names. 

The  most  considerable  part  of  the  following  catalogue  conidsts  of 
miniatures,  enamels,  and  portraits  of  remarkable  persons.  The  collec- 
tion of  miniatures  and  enamels  is,  I  believe,  the  largest  and  finest  in 
any  country.  His  Majesty  has  some  very  fine,  the  Duke  of  Portland 
more :  in  no  other  is  to  be  seen,  in  any  good  preservation,  any  number 
of  the  works  of  Isaac  and  Peter  Oliver.  The  largest  pieces  by  the  lat- 
ter, in  the  royal  collection,  faded  long  ago  by  being  exposed  to  the 
sun  and  air.  Mons.  Heneiy,  at  Paris,  an^  others,  have  many  fine 
pieces  of  Petitot.  In  the  following  list  are  some  most  capital  woib 
of  that  master,  and  of  his  only  rival  Zincke.  Raphael's  missal  is  an 
unique  work,  in  miniature,  of  that  monarch  of  painting ;  and  the  book 
of  psahns,  by  Julio  Glovio,  the  finest  specimen  extant  of  illmninatioD. 
The  drawings  and  bas-reliefs,  in  wax,  by  Lady  Diana  Beauclerc,  are 
a^  ii^valuable  a&r^e. 

To  an  English  aotiqusurv  must  be  dear  so  many,  historic  pictures  of 
our  ancient  monai;cbs  and  royal  family :  no  fewer  than  four  family* 
pieces  of  Henry  V.,  VI„  .VII.,  and  VIII. ;  of  Queen  Mary  Tudor  and 
Charles  Brandon  ;  of  the  Duchess  of  Suffolk  and  her  second  husband; 
and  that  curioua  and  well-painted  picture  of  Charles  11.  and  his  gar- 
dener. Nor  wilj  30  ipapy  works  of  Holbein,  be  1|Bss,  precious  to  fim, 
especially  Zuccherojs  drawing  firom  l^is. Triumphs  of.  Riches  and  Po- 
verty. 

To  virtuosos  of  more,  classic  taste,  thjB.smaJl  busts  of  Jupiter  Serapis 
in  basaltes,  and  of  Caligula  in  bronze,  and  the  silver  bell  of  Benvenuto 
Cellini,  will  display  the  art  of  ancient  and  modem  sculpture— how 
hiffh  it  was  carried  by  Greek  statuaries,  appears  ip  the  eagle. 

To  those  who  have  still  mpre  taste  than  consists  in  mere  sight,  tke 
catalogue  itself  will  convey  satisfcuctipn,  by  containing  a  copy  of  Ma- 
dame (Ju  Deffand's  letter  m  the  name  of  Madame  oe  Sevignd ;  not 
\vritten  in  imitation  of  that  mod^l  of  letter-writers,  but  composed  of 
more  delicacy  of  thought,  and  more  elegance  of  expression,  than  per- 
haps Madame  de  Sevign^  herself  coul4  £ave  attained.  The  two  ladies 
ought  not  to  be  oojppared  ;  one  was  all  natural  ease  and  tenderness,  &e 
other  charms  by  the  graces  of  the  most  polished  style,  which,  how- 
ever, are  less  beautiful  than  the  graces  of  the  wit  they  clothe. 

Upon  the  whole,  som^  transient  pleasure  iQay  even  hereafter  arise 
to  the  peruser  of  this  catalogue.  To  others  it  may  afford  another  IdDO 
of  sabisfaction,  that  of  criticism.  In  a  house  affec.ting  npt  only  obso- 
lete architecture,  but  pretending  to  an  observance  of  the  costuiM  ercn 
in  the  furniture,  the  mixture  o£  n^odem  portraits,  and.  French  porce- 
laiae,  and  Greek  and  Rome  sculpture,  may  seem  heterogeneous.  Ii^ 
truth,  I  did  not  mean  to  make  my  hQuse  so  Gothic  as  to  exclude  con- 
venience, and  modem  refinements  in  luxury.  The  designs  of  the  in- 
side and  outside  .ai^  strictly  ancient,  but:  the  decorations  are  modem. 

*  And  tf\e  mixture  may  be  deDoroinated,  in  some  words  of  Pope, 
**  A  Gothic;  Vatican  of  Cteece  and  Rome." 
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Would  our  ancestors,  before  the  reformation  of  architecture)  not  hare 
deposited  in  their  gloomy  castles  antique  statues  and  fine  pictures, 
beautiful  vases  and  ornamental  China,  if  they  had  possessed  them  ?— 
But  I  do  not  mean  to  defend  by  argument  a  small  capricious  house. 
It  was  built  to  please  my  own  taste,  and  in  some  degree  to  realize  my 
own  visions.  I  have  specified  Wiat  it  contains;  could  I  describe 
the  gay  but  tranquil  scene  where  it  stands,;  and  add  the  beauty  of  the 
landscape  to  the  romantic  cast  of  the  nuuision,  it  would  raise  more 
pleasing  sensations  than  a  dry  list  of  curiosti^s  can  excite :  at  least  the 
prospect  would  recall  the  ^od  humour  of  those  who  might  be  disposed 
to  condemn  the  fantastic  mbric,  and  to  think  it  a  very  proper  habita- 
tion of,  as  it  was  the  scene  that  inspired,  the  author  of  the  Castle  of 
(Mranio. 
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Where  {he  Gothic  castle  now  stands,  was  or^inally  a  small  tene- 
ment,* built  in  1698,  anjci  let  as  a  lodeine-house :  Gibber  once  took  it, 
and  wrote  one  of  his  plays  here.  The  Befysai  or  ifjut  Lady* 9  PkUasop^. 
After  him,  Taltiot  bishop  of  Durham  had  it  for  eight  years  if  then, 
Henry  Bridges  marquis  of  Camajrvon,  son  of  James  duke  of  Chan- 
dos,  and  since  duke  himself.  It  was  next  hired  by  Mrs.  Cheneyix,^ 
the  noted  toy-woman,  who,  on  the  death  of  her  husband,  let  it  to 
Lord  John  Philip  Sackvilie,  second  son  of  Lionel  xiuke  of  Dorset :  he 
kept  it  about  two  years,  and  then  Mr.  Walpole  took  the  remainder  of 
Mrs.  Chenevix's  lease  in  May  1747,  and  die  next  year  bou^t  it  by 
act  of  parliament,  it  being  the  property  of  three  minors  of  the  name  of 
Mortimer.  Along  with  this  house  and  some  other  tenements  was  ano- 
ther small  one,§  then  occupied  by  Richard  Francklin,  printer  of  The 
Craftsman,  who  had  been  taken  up  for  printing  that  paper  during  die 


*  It  was  built  by  the  Earl  of  Bradford's  eoachman,  and  was  called  by  the  i 
inon  people,  Chopped- Straw  Hall,  they  suppoeinf,  that  by  feedin|f  hie  lord's  b 
with  chopped  straw,  he  had  saved  money  enough  to  build  his  house ;  but  the  piece 
of  ground  on  which  it  stands  is  called  in  all  the  old  laasesi  Slrmwberry-HiU'Skoi^ 
ftom  whence  it  takes  its  name. 

t  The  bishop  kept  a  large  table  here ;  which  is  scarce  conceivable,  as  be  had  no 
kitchen  but  that  little  place  which  is  now  the  china-room. 

iPere  Courayer  lodged  here  with  her  lor  some  time. 
It  has  since  been  pulled  d^iwn,  and  a  cottage  built  on  the  same  ppot    The  gmr- 
den  too  has  been  newly  laid  out  by  Mr.  Walpole  aioce  it  caaie  into  bis  bands  by 
Fcaocklin's  death. 
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adminiHtratiop  ot  Sir  Robert  Walpole.*  When  Mr.  Walpole  bought 
Strawberry^hill,  there  were  but  five  acres  belonging  to  the  house :  the 
rest  hare  been  purchased  ^ce.  The  castle  now  existing  was  not  en- 
tirdy  built  firom  the  ground,  but  formed  at  different  times,  by  altera- 
tions of  and  addittons  to  the  old  and  small  house.  The  libraiy^  and 
refectory  or  great  parlour,  were  entirely  new  built  in  1753 ;  the  gal-> 
leiy,  roimd  tower,  great  cloister,  and  cabinet  in  1760  and  1761 ;  the 
great  north  bed-chamber  in  1770 ;  and  the  Beauclerc  tower  with  the 
hexagon  closet  in  1776. 

The  embattled  wall  to  the  road  is  taken  from  a  print  of  Aston-house 
in  Warwickshire,  in  Dugdale's  histoiy  of  that  county. 

Entering  by  the  great  north  gate,  me  first  object  that  presents  itself 
is  a  small  oratory  enclosed  with  iron  rails ;  in  front,  an  altar,  on  which 
stands  a  saint  in  bronze ;  open  niches,  and  stone  basins  for  holy  water ; 
designed  by  John  Chute,  Esq.,  of  the  Vine  in  Hampsire.  On  die  right 
hand  is  a  small  garden  called  the  abbot's  ^den,  parted  off  by  an 
open  screen,  tak^i  from  the  tomb  of  Roger  Niger  bishop  of  London  in 
old  St  Paul's.  Passing  on  the  left,  by  a  smaU  cloister,t  is  the  en«*' . 
trance  to  the  house,  the  narrow  front  of  which  was  desigped  by  Ri- 
ohardBentley,  only  son  of  Dr.  Bentley,  the  learned  mader  of  Trinity 
college,  Cambridge.  Over  the  door  are  three  shields  of  Walpole, 
Siorter,  and  Bobsart. 

You  first  enter  a  small  gloomy  hall  paved  with  hexagon  tiles,  and 

lif^ted  by  two  narrow  windows  of  painted  glass>  rejNresentihs  St.  John 

J    and  St  Francis.    This  hall  is  united  with  the  staircase^  and  both  are 

I    himg  with  Grothic  paper,  painted  by  one  Tudor,  from  the  screen  of 

pnnce  Arthur's  tomb  m  the  cathedral  of  Worcester.     The  balustrade 

'    was  designed  by  Mr.  Bentley ;  at  every  comer  is  an  antelope  (one  of 

Lofd  Orford's  supporters)  holding  a  shield.     In.  the  well  of  the  staircase, 

by  a  cord  of  black  and  yellow,  l^gs  a  gothic  lanthom  of  tin  japaxmed, 

'  ''^  It  18  remarkable,  that  the  printer  of  tbe  "  Craflsmaa"  was  Mr.  Walpoie's  te- 
nant ;  and  that  the  writer  of  "  The  Craftsman,*'  W.  Pulteney  earl  of  Bath,  wrote  a 

f       allaid  in  ptaise  of  Strawberry-hill. 

f  In  this  cloister  are  two  blue  and  white  Delft  flower«pots ;  and  a  bas-relief  head 

,  io  marble,  insorfbed  Dia  Helianora :  it  is  tbe  portrait  of  the  Princess  Eleanora 
d'Bsle,  with  whcoi  Tasso  ^aa  in  lo?e,  and  who  was  the  oaose  of  his  misfbrtanes ; 

[    It  was  sent  to  Mr*  Walpole  from  Italy,  by  Sir  William  Hamilton,  minister  at  Naples. 

■  On  a  pedestal  stands  the  large  blue  and  white  china  tub  in  which  Mr.  Walpoie's 
cat  was  drowned ;  on  a  label  of  the  pedestal  is  written  the  first  stanza  of  Mr.  Gray's 
beaotilbl  ode  on  that  occasion. 

i  'Twas  on  Mts  lofty  vaae's  side, 

I  ,  Where  China's  gayest  art  has  dy'd 

t     '  The  ature  flow'rs  that  blow ; 

^  Dfcmnrest  of  the  tabby  kind, 

The  pensive  Selima  reclin'd,. 
Gaz'd  on  the  lake  belovs:. 

In  the  winding  cloisters  on  the  eight  hand  are  some  ancient  bas-reliefs ;  and  a 
I  brass  plate  with  the  effigies  of  Ralph  Walpole  bishop  of  Norwich  and  Ely,  engraven 
lijr  Montz  (a  Swiss  painter  who  lived  some  time  with  Mr.  Walpole,)  and  a  Chinese 
laotborn  with  scraped  oyster-shelli. 
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deAgned  hj  Mr.  Btotky,  and  filled  with  paisfced  gkisft;  ike  door  «Ck 
has  an  did  pain  with  the  arms  of  Vere  earl  of  Qxrard. 

Turning  to  the  left,  throu^  a  small  passage,  over  the  entraaee  <tf 
which  is  an  ancient  carving  in  wood  of  the  ams  of  Queen  Tg1i«^b^, 
1667,  and  in  ii  a  window  of  painted  ^bss,  yon  «iter 

THB  nEFECTOBT,  OR  GKEAt  PAB9L0Cr&» 

It  is  thirty  feet  long,  twenty  wide,  and  twelve  high ;  hnng  with 
paper  in  imitation  of  stucco.  Hie  chimney-piece  was  designed  by 
Mr.  Bendey:  upon  it  stands  a  fine  Etruscan  vase,  between  two  botdes 
of  black  and  gold  porcelain. 

Over  the  cmmneVj  a  conversation,  by  fie3Fiiolds,  small  fife :  Bidi- 
ard,  second  lord  Edgecuihbe,  is  drawing  «t  a  table  in  the  Ubraij  at 
Strawbeny-hill ;  George  James  Williams  is  looking  over  him ;  Greoige 
Augustus  Selwyn  stands  on  the  other  side  with  a  book  in  bis  hand. 
Lord  Edgecumbe,  Mr.  Selwyn,  and  Mr.  Williams  used  to  be  witib 
.  Mr.  Walpole  at  Ohristmas  and  Easter  at  Strawberry-hill. 

On  one  side  of  this  picture,  a  head  of  Sir  Horace  Mann,  vesdenft  at 
Florence ;  painted  there  by  Astley,  and  highly  cbloured ;  he  is  dressed 
in  red  velvet. 

Opposite  to  it,  his  brother,  Gralfridus  Mann^  in  brown ;  by  Ifce 
same. 

Over  against  the  chimney,  a  bureau  of  black  japan ;  on  it  a  clock, 
supported  by  a  bronze  figure  of  a  woman  reading:  beneath,  an  £lni9- 
can  vase,  between  two  white  old  china  beakers. 

The  chairs  are  black,  of  a  eothic  pattern,  designed  by  Mr.  Bendej  and 
Mr.  Walpole.  The  table  of  Sicilian  jasper  on  a  black  frame  desimed 
by  Mr.  Bendey :  upon  it,  a  large  punch-bowl  and  pail  of  Seye  chma ; 
two  beakeiB  of  old  gra^  porcelaine?,  veined ;  two  ice^ails  of  Ch^ 
sea  china.  Under  it,  two  Etruscan  vases,  and  a  jar  of  Roman  fiaiyence. 
Over  the  table  hangs  a  hunting-horn,  finely  enamelled  on  one  side  in 
colours,  on  the  other  in  chiaro  scuro,  with  the  histoiy  of  St.  Hubert 
By  the  table  an  old  white  china  bottle,  ornamented  with  or  moulu,  on 
a  mahoguiy  pedestal,  for  water,  bou^t  at  Mr.  Bateman's  sale,  1775. 

On  each  side  of  the  window,  the  top  of  which  has  some  fine  painted 
dass,  and  one  ridiculous*  Dutch  piece  representing  the  triumph  of 
Fame,  who  is  accompanied  by  Cato,  Cicero,  and  other  great  men,  in 
square  caps  and  gowns  of  masters  of  arts,  are.  card-tables  of  rosewood^ 
carved  in  China;  and  over  each  a  looking-glass  in  a  gothic  firanoie  of 
black  and  ^Id,  designed  by  Mr.  Walpole.  Inclosed  in  the  tops  of  tiie 
fiiames,  wim  their  arms  and  coronets,  are  the  portraits  of  George  'Wal- 
pole third  earl  of  Orford,  and  of  George  Chounondeley  viscount  Mai- 

*  There  is  another  Dutch  emblematic  pane,  on  which  is  Charles  II.  riding  opper- 
moet  on  the  wheel  of  fortune,  and  Rebellion  thrown  down.  Another  pane  ia  painted 
with  a  cobbler  whistlioff  to  a  bird  in  a  cage,  by  Paaraoo,,  scholar  of  Price.  Thia 
window  was  altered  and  enlarged  in  1774. 


pa%  ddest  mm^  G^ocoe  e&i  of  Qbdmoiidele^  md  of  Mfliy  second 
dau^ter  of  Sir  Bobeort  Walpok.  The  foimer  is  copied,  by.  JBckardt, 
torn  a  imimlJure  by  lio^aidy  in  the  cabinet  aboFe  stairs :  the  latter  is 
oxiffiiial  by  Eokardt    On  one  side  of  the  window, 

in  old  woman  letdiig  a  boy  li^t  his  candle,  by  Schalken ;  ^eiy 
Sm.  ' 

Opposite,  Two  boya,  a  dog  and  a  goat,  by  Baasan ;  &cm  Mr.  Jeft- 
nings's  collection. 

At  the  end  of  the  looin,  oyer  against  ^e  window.  Sir  Robert  Wal- 
pdb,  knight  of  &e  gaiter,  afterwwls  earl  of  Orford.    On  one  side  of 

Caliienne,  eldest  daughter  of  John  Shorter,  of  Bybrook  in  Kent,  first 
wife  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole ;  in  white :  a  copy  firom  Sir  Crodfrey  Knel- 
kr,  by  Jarvis.     On  the  other  ^e, 

Maria  Skerret  (in  the  dress  of  a  sbq>herdess,)  second  wife  of  Sir 
Robert :  by  Jarvis. 

On  one  side  of  the  chimney,  Robert  Walpole  second  earl  of  Orford, 
auditor  of  the  exchecjner,  master  of  the  fox-hounds,  and  knight  of  the 
bath,  eldest  son  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole  by  his  first  wife ;  in  red  velvet, 
with  a  globe  by  him :  by  Richardson. 

Margaret,  only  child  of  Samuel  Rolle,  of  Heynton  in  Devonshire, 
first  married  to  Robert  second  earl  of  Orford,  and  mother  of  George 
the  third  earl ;  and  secondly  to  Sewallis  shirley,  a  younger  son  of  earl 
Ferrers ;  in  a  white  riding-habit  with  a  stick ;  by  Jarvis. 

On  the  other  side,  Sir  Edward  Walpole,  second  son  of  Sir  Robert 
Walpole  and  Catherine  Shorter,  knight  of  the  bath,  and  clerk  of  the 
bells ;  in  the  robes  of  the  bath ;  b)r  Slaughter. 

Horace  Walpole,  third  son  of  Sir  Robert  and  Catherine  Shorter ;  in 
blue  velvet :  by  Richardson. 

Over  against  the  chimney,  a  large  piece  of  the  ladies  Laurai  Maria, 
and  Horatio  Waldegrave,  daughters  of  James  second  earl  of  Walde- 
erave  and  Maria  Walpole,  afterwards  duchess  of  Gloucester :  by  Sir 
Joshua  Reynolds,  1781. 

Lady  Ann  Osborn,*  daughter  of  the  first  duke  of  Leeds :  by  Sir 
Godfrey  Kneller.  She  was  first  married  to  Thomas  Coke  of  Hollcnam, 
by  whom  she  was  grandmother  of  I'homas  Coke,  Lord  Lovel  and  earl 
of  Leicester ;  and  secondly  to  Horatio  Walpole,  second  son  of  Sir  Ed- 
ward Walpole,  and  uncle  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole.     On  the  other  side, 

Dorothy,  sister  of  Sir  Robert,  and  second  wife  of  Charles  lord  vis- 
eount  Townshend,  knight  of  the  garter  and  secretary  of  state ;  in  a 
Turkish  habit :  by  Jarvis. 

Over  one  of  the  doors,  Mary  lady  Malpas,  second  daughter  of  Sir  Ro- 
bert Walpole  and  Catherine  Shorter ;  married  to  George  lord  Malpas, 
afterwards  Earl  of  Cholmondeley ;  by  Eckardt,  after  Jarvis.  Over  the 
ofter  door, 

Lady  Maria  Walpole,  only  child  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole  and  Maria 

*  This  is  a  whole  length  picture,  but  is  tamed  in. 
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Skeiret,  foid  wife  of  Chades  Churchill^  only  aon  of  General  Ciiiiidiiill; 
i&  a  veil,  with  a  mufiiobook  before  her :  by  Eckardt 

A  fire-screen  of  admirable  needle-woik,  representing  a  vase  of 
flowers,  by  Lady  Caroline  Campbell,  daughter  of  Jchn  duke  o{Aigj% 
oountess  of  Ailesbury ;  married  secondly  to  General  Henry  Seymoui 
Conway,  only  brother  of  Francis  first  earl  of  Hertford  of  that  line, 
knight  of  the  garter,  embassador  in  France,  and  lord  Chamberlain; 
it  is  mounted  in  mahogany,  carved,  and  inlaid  with  iyory. 
A  Turkey  carpet,  and  a  fire-screen  embroidered  with  knotting 
A  two-leafed  screen,  containing  part  of  a  map  of  Surrey  and  middk- 
sex.  It  is  a  piece  of  the  first  tapestry  woven  in  England,  and  cane 
fix>m  Weston  in  Warwickshire,  the  seat  of  the  Sheldons,  who  intro- 
duced the  manufacture.  The  complete  suite  of  hangings  were  |W- 
chased  by  Mr.  Walpole,  and  presented  by  him  to  the  earl  of  Harcomt. 
This  specimen  had  never  been  hung  up. 

IN  THE  WAITING-ROOM. 

A  head,  in  artificial  stone,  of  John  Dryden  the  jpoet,  ^eat  uncle  of 
Catherine  Shorter  lady  Walpole :  a  large  altar  candlestick  of  metal, 
inlaid  with  gothic  inscriptions,  very  ancient ;  and  a  pair  of  ancient  bel- 
lows. 

Inside  of  King's  college  chapel :  by  Canaletti. 

A  curious  emblematic  picture  of  a  man  standing,  small  whole  lengtk, 
with  a  bust  of  Charles  H.,  seemingly  before  his  restoration,  for  a  cnpid 
is  weighing  the  broken  arms  of  England  (as  a  commonwealth)  against 
crowns  and  sceptres,  (but  the  sceptre  is  a  French  one,  and  therefore 
probably  painted  abroad)  fragments  of  architecture,  and  the  man  holds 
a  plan  like  St.  Paul's ;  thence  it  has  been  supposed  a  portrait  of  Sr 
Christopher  Wren,  but  does  not  resemble  him,  nor  are  the  arms  his. 

A  print  of  Lady  Mary  Coke. 

Bust  of  CoUey  Cibber,  poet-laureat,  in  a  cap,  when  old,  colouirf 
from  the  life,  and  extremely  like.  He  gave  it  to  Mrs.  Clive,  the  celfr 
brated  actress ;  and  her  brother  Mr.  Raftor  gave  it,  afler  her  death,  to 
Mr.  Walpole. 

Tradescant,  junior,  with  a  skull  covered  with  moss  for  the  powder 
of  sympathy. 

A  small  whole  length  of  Dryden,  in  oil,  by  Maubert. 

THE  CHINA  ROOM. 

Painted  glass  in  the  windows,  and  crests  of  Shorter  and  Gestinthoipe; 
the  ceiling  painted  with  convolvuluses  on  poles,  by  Muntz,  fnm  * 
ceiling  in  the  little  Borghese  villa  at  Frescati :  the  sides,  white  Dut® 
tiles,  with  borders  of  blue  and  white. 

In  the  floor  some  very  ancient  tiles  with  arms,  from  the  cathedral  at 
Gloucester.     The  upper  part  of  the  chimney-piece  is  taken  fiom  » 
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vrindow  of  an  ancient  farm-Iiousey  formerly  Bradfield-hall,  belonging  to 
Lord  Grimston  in  Essex ;  the  lower  part  ficom  a  chimney  at  Hurst  Mon* 
ceanx  in  Sussex :  it  is  adorned  with  the  acms  of  Talbot,  Bridges,  Sack- 
ville,  and  Walpole,  the  principal  persons  who  have  inhabited  Straw- 
berry-hill. 

In  a  niche  supported  by  two  columns  of  oriental  alabaster,  oirer  the 
chimney,  is  a  ine  ewer  of  feyence,  designed  by  Julio  Romano ;  and 
two  green  dass  tumblers,  widi  golden  edges ;  and  two  round  saltcel- 
lars of  old  blue  and  gold  Venetian  glass,  with  flowers. 

Over  the  niche,  four  chocolate  cups  of  fayence,  by  Pietro  Cortona ; 
and  a  bronze  medallion  of  Pandulfo  Malatesta. 

On  the  sides,  George  11.  and  Frederic  Prince  of  Wales,  in  Battersea 
enamel. 

In  the  chimney,  a  large  jar  of  old  blue  and  white  china ;  and  two 
tiles  from  Bysham-abbey. . 

On  the  shelves  and  floor  is  a  collection  of  porcelaine,  earthenware, 
glass,  and  enamel  on  copper,  of  various  ages  and  countries,  as  follow : 

Two  dozen  plates  of  Venetian  glass ;  each  plate  has  a  difierent  view 
of  Venice,  drawn  in  red. 

A  japanned  ^y  with  a  vase  for  cream,  and  eight  chocolate-cups 
and  saucers  with  landscapes  in  brown,  of  the  same  ware. 

Two  bowls  of  Worcester  porcelaine,  the  pattern  from  old  china. 

Two  mustard-pots  and  plates,  of  Seve  ohma ;  given  by  Lord  Hert- 
ford. 

Five  trays,  in  shapes  of  fans,  of  old  Japan  china. 

An  old  blue  and  white  plate  with  a  rib  in  the  middle. 

A  coloured  handle  cup,  saucer  and  square  plate,  d  la  Grecqiie,  of 
Seve  china. 

Two  old  blue  and  white  plates,  artichoke  pattern. 

Thirteen  ditto,  with  peacock  feathers. 

Sixteen  coloured  old  Japan  plates. 

Four  ditto,  blue  and  white,  with  figures. 

Three  ditto,  with  figures. 

Twelve  ditto,  of  coloured  Japan  china. 
'       Four  ditto,  with  birds. 

Four  water-plates  with  figures,  of  new  china. 

Twelve  plates  of  Chelsea  china,  with  small  coloured  birds. 

Three  dishes  scolloped  and  ribbed,  with  coloured  flowers. 

Two  large  coloured  dishes  of  the  fine  old  thick  Japan  china. 

A  large  deep  dish  of  Roman  earth,  with  stories  from  Ovid's  Meta- 
morphosis. 

An  earthenware  dish,  with  the  heads  of  Charles  II.  and  Queen 
Catherine  in  blue  and  white ;  a  present  from  Mr.  Ibbot. 

An  old  blue  and  white  dish,  with  landscapes. 

Ditto,  larger,  with  figures. 

Two  dishes  of  very  old  French  earthenware,  with  the  arms  of  France. 

Two  small  dishes  of  fityence,  with  grotesques,  and  like  arms  of  a 
bishop  Contarini. 
VOL.  Ut— 38 
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An  octagon  coloured  plate  of  Saxon  china,  old  pattern. 
-    An  octagon  square  plate,  with  a  cock  and  hen. 

A  dish  and  twelve  plates  enamelled  on  copper. 

Two  round  plates  of  Japan. 

Thirteen  old  white  chocolate  cups  and  tea-cups,  with  embossed 
flowers. 

A  tea-pot,  milk-pot,  five  coffee-cups,  five  tea-cups,  and  ten  sanceis, 
of  white  quilted  chma  of  St.  Cloud.  ' 

A  tea-pot  and  milk-pot,  six  cups  and  saucers,  of  modem  china,  with 
gray  landscapes. 

Five  white  cups  and  saucers  with  gold  borders. 

Two  coloured  caudle-cups. 

An  earthenware  tea-pot,  with  the  head  of  Lord  Chatham. 

A  small  tea<*canister  of  Seve  china,  blue  and  gold,  with  figures  on 
white. 

A  pot  pourri  of  Saxon  china,  with  coloured  flowers  embossed. 

An  old  white  china  cup,  with  cupids,  painted  in  Europe. 

A  c\xp  with  a  bullfinch,  of  modem  china. 

Thirteen  small  baskets  of  Saxon  china  for  sugar-plums,  dilfeient  i 
patterns.  .  .  I 

An  um  and  stand  of  kennel  coal,  a  present  from  Sir  William  M^  I 
dith. 

Six  coloured  water-cups  and  plates  of  Chelsea  china. 

A  blue  and  white  caudle-cup. 

Two  ditto,  coloured. 

An  old  blue  and  white  honeycomb  tea-pot. 

Two  Roman  lacrymatories  of  glass,  two  of  earth,  and  two  water- 
glasses.  M. 

An  ewer  enamelled  with  bacchanals  on  copper. 

Two  coflee-cups  and  saucers  of  white  and  gold  Bohemian  glass. 

A  cup  of  Mr.  Place's  china.     Vide  Walpo&s  CakUogue  of  En^ 
Engravers. 

A  blue  and  white  saucer,  with  a  landscape,  of  fine  Nankin  china. 

A  jar,  with  red  and  white  landscapes,  and  blue  and  gold  bordeis, 
of  Chelsea  china. 

Two  coloured  Saxon  trays,  with  squirrels.  .  j 

A  scolloped  saucer  of  Saxon  china,  the  second  sort,  very  rare ;  init 
lies  a  medal  of  Louis  quinze  in  Seve  china. 

A  hand  candlestick  of  coloured  Seve  china. 

'A  blue  and  gold  sugaavdish  of  old  Venetian  glass,  cover  and  pla^^? 
with  a  silver  gflt  spoon. 

An  old  blue  and  white  saucer  in  the  shape  of  a  star. 
Two  trays,  ditto. 

An  ivory  drinking-hom,  with  the  arms  of  the  earls  of  Exeter;  an- 
cient. 
An  old  earthen  mug  of  Aralnan  ware. 
Two  vases  with  handles,  of  red  Portuguese  earth. 
Two  plates  like  shaving-basins,  of  the  same. 
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An  earthen  bottle ;  painted  on  it,  Sack^  1647 ;  it  was  thus  sold  by 
apothecaries.  From  the  collection  of  Mrs.  Kennon,  the  virtuosa  mid- 
wife. 

A  blue  and  white  eggshell  cup. 

Michael  Angelo's  Sacchus,  made  in  the  china  of  the  comte  de 
Lauragais ;  from  the  collection  of  the  comte  de  Caylus.  \ 

Two  Roman  glasses,  like  water-glasses;  two.  lacrymatories,  ditto ; 
and  two  of  earth.  M. 
^Bust  of  Voltaire,  in  biscuit  of  Nancy. 

Two  blue  and  gold  cups  for  eggs,  of  Seve  china. 

Seven  old-coloured  octagon  cups  and  saucers. 

A  tea-pot  and  basin,  six  handle  pips  and  saucers,  with  battles  in 
black,  of  Vienna  China ;  a  present  to  Catherine  lady  Walpole  from 
Count  Dehn",  envoy  from  the  Duke  of  Wolfenbuttle. 

A  square  brown  china  cup  to  measure  tea. 

An  old  white  china  tea-pot  with  birds  and  flowers,  finely  painted  in 
Europe. 
.  A  Dagpiping  boy  and  a  dancing  girl,  of  Seve  biscuit. 

Six  fine  old  cups,  white  within ;  without,  japanned  black  and  mo- 
ther of  pearl :  very  rare. 

An  ^wer  enamelled  on  copper,  with  naked  horsemen  fighting. 

A  blue  and  gold  cofiee-cup  and  saucer,  with  birds  on  white  car- 
touches, of  Seve  china. 

A  cup  and  saucer,  all  blue  and  gold,  of  ditto. 

An  old  glass  tankard^  with  a  batue  of  Turks  and  Christians  in  black, 
finely  drawn. 

.  Ditto  of  old  Venetian  glass  striped  with  ^ite,  mounted  in  silver 
^It :  on  the  lid,  arms  of  Parr  enamelled. 

Six  handle  cups  an4  saucers  with  green  landscapes  on  white,  of 
Chelsea  china. 

An  urn  and  cover  of  red  Portuguese  earth. 

Two  large  coloured  saucers  with  figures. 

Two  small  ditto  basins  with  flowers.^ 

Two  large  coloured  basins. 

Two  white  saltcellars  with  crawfidi  in  relief,  of  Chelsea  china. 

A  fine  square  plate,  &  la  Grecque,  of  Seve  china. 

Two  old  blue  and  white  trays.. 

Two  Saxon-coloured  saucers,  cinquefoil. 

Two  green  and  gold  salts,  with  flowers  on  white,  of  Seve  china. 

Two  white  Chelsea  salts  on  feet. 

Two  small  blue  and  white  basins* 

A  boy  supporting  »  shell,  finely  modelled  in  red  earth  ;  the  first  sort 
of  Saxon  China  before  it  was  glared  or  painted,  and  which  was  only 
giTen  as  presents  by  the  elector ;  extremely  rare. 

Three  pieces,  of  rocks,  made  of  rice ;  given  by  Mr.  Raflor,  Mrs. 
Clive's  brother.. 

Two  Chinese  basms  enamelled  with  coloured  flowers  on  copper. 

A  red  cu^  wd  saucer,  glazed ;  the  secood  sort  of  Saxon  china :  rare. 
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Twobhie  and  gold  handle  cupe  and  saucers,  with  birds  on  white 
cartoucher,  of  Seve  chma. 

One  ditto,  creen. 

One  ditto,  blue  and  gold  in  zigzs^s,  and  garlands  on  white  ;  yery 
beautiful. 

Two  white  barrels  with  vines  and  grapes,  of  Chelsea  china. 

Twa  small  basins  with  coloured  flowers,  of  the  best  modem  china. 

A  yery  fine  standing  cup  and  cover,  enamelled  on  copper  with  the 
story  of  Sampson,  from  the  designs  of  Parme^ano. 

A  small  dejeune  of  blue  and  gold  Seve  chma ;  very  pretty. 

A  handle  cup,  saucer,  and  square  plate  of  blue  and  gold  Seve  china, 
with  sea-pieces  admirably  copied  irom  Vemet's  pictures. 

Ditto  of  blue,  g»een,  and  gold,  with  flowers  on  whrte. 

Two  porringers  of  Portuguese  earth. 

An  octagon  saltcellar  enamelled  on  copper,  drolT  figures  on  the  ades 
with  old  French  verses ;  at  top,  a  head,  Je  svis  Paris ;  at  bottom, 
another,  La  Belle  Helene. 

A  copper  tray,  scolloped  and  enamelled  with  Saint  John  and  flowers; 
a  present  from  Mr.  G»  Montagu. 

A  very  large  glass  urn,  damaged,  found  near  London ;  a  present 
from.  Dr.  Ch.  Lyttelton,  bishop  of  Carlisle. 

Six  coloured  handle  cups  and  saucers,  a  tea-pot  and  sugar-dish,  in 
shapes  of  leaves,  of  Chantuli  china. 

Four  small  blue  and  whit©  eggshell  cups. 

The  present  Queen  of  France,  a  large  medallion  of  Seve  biscuit ;  a 
present  from  the  Duchess  Dowager  d'Aiguilion  in  1771. 

Twa  handle  cups  and  saucers,  different  patterns  a  la  Grecque,  of 
Seve  china. 

Two  butter«pots  and  plates  of  hhte  and  white  Delft  ware ;  presents 
from  Lady  Ailesbuiy. 

A  red  cup  and  saucer,  clouded. 

A  small  square  brown  tea-pot. 

A  jug  of  old  clouded  glass,  and  a  bottle  of  the  same. 

Two  Sa!xon  tankards,  one  with  Chinese  figures,  and  the  other  with 
European.  The  tankwds  are  extremely  remarkable.  Sir  Robert  Wal- 
pole  drank  ale ;  the-  Duchess  of  Kendal,  mistress  of  Kins  Greoipe  the 
First,  gave  him  the  former.  A  dozen  or  more  years  afterwards,  the 
Countess  of  Yarmouth,  mistress  of  King  Greorge  the  Second,  widiout 
having  seen  the  other,  gave  him  the  second ;  and  they  match  exactly 
in  form  and  size. 

Two  dessert-dishes  of  coloured  Japan  china. 

A  scolloped  sugar-dish  of  old  china,  white  without,  striped  with 
colours  witliin :  rare. 

A  basin  and  plate  of  scalloped  Saxon  china. 

A  plate  with  small  flowers,  ditto. 

A  monteith  of  coloured  Seve  china:  beautiful. 

Two  old  white  china  candlesticks,  mounted  in  silver. 

A  Large  scolloped  and  coloured  bowl  of  Japan  china. 
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A  paTe  green  anJ  white  flat  basin ;  reiy  old. 

Two  green  jars. 

A  mug  of  eartiien-ware,  with  Arabic  characters. 

A  sugar-dish,  coTer  and  plate,  of  Japan  china. 

A  green  ewer  with  a  purple  handle. 

An  Etruscan  cup  with  two  handles,  and  an  owl  on  it. 

Two  very  small  brown  tea-pots. 

Medallion  ofHeni^  Quatre,  in  Seye  biscuit. 

Four  blue  and  white  chocolate  cups,  and  four  saucers. 

A  triangular  saltcellar  of  fayence,  with  fine  figures  on  terms. 

An  old  Venitian  glass  cup  and  saucer,  with  gold  flower^. 

A  cup  o{  MatlocJc  spar,  on  a  foot. 

An  urn,  ditto. 

Four  dessert-plates  of  fajrence,  with  figures  and  boys  round  the  bor- 
ders ;  by  Pietro  Cortona :  very  fine.  A  fifth  ditto,  with  goats ;  a  pre- 
sent firom  Lady  Diana  Beauclerc. 

Two  light  purple  handle  cups  and  saucers  with  landscapes,  of  Sere 
china. 

A  large  cup  and  saucer,  d  la  Grecque,  ditto. 

A  scolloped  japan  tray. 

A  fine  glass  urn  with  golden  boys ;  Rmuan :  described  in  Doctor 
Middleton's  Antiquities. . 

A. tall  blue  and  white  test-pot  with  flat  sides. 

A  round  brown  tea-pot,  c^uite  flat. 

A  fine  (Ad  blue  and  white  box  and  cover,  a  present  firom  Lady 
Ailesbury. 

A  vase  with  two  handles,  of  Portuguese  earth. 

A  cup,  with  two  handles,  with  fantastic  forms  within  it :  given  by 
Lady  Mary  Churchill. 

A  green  and  white  mug  and  saucer,  with  figjues  on  white,  of  Seve 

Ditto,  with  rustic  implements ;  very  genteel. 

A  i^ite  old  trianralar  piece  of  china  and  cover,  for  eggs. 

An  old  white  beaker. 

Two  laige  blue  and  white  tea-pots. 

Twelve  old  blue  and  white  dessert-plates  with  figures. 

A  small  dish  ofChelsea  china  in  a  dessert  pattern. 

A  blue  and  white  beaker  with  a  Chinese  procession- 
Two  blue  and  white  soup-dishes  with  figures. 

Ten  dishes  of  old  Js^an  ware. 

An  ancient  tall  dHnking'-glass,  with  arms  and  devices*;  a  present  firom 
Sir  John  Hawkins. 

Two  large  blue  and  white  beakers. 

Two  ditto,  of  different  patterns :  a  companion  to  one  of  diem,  is  in 
the  great  bed-chamber. 

A  blue  and  white  dish  of  Chelsea  china. 

A  Turkish  earthen  bottle,  with  leaves  cast  in  relief  oa  it. 

Two  blue  and  while  jjus. 

38f 
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Two  green,  blue,  aiid  white  beakers.     . 

Two  blue  and  white  beakers. 

A  large  fayence  dish. 

A  fine  Turkish  jar  and  covery  witiii  cast  leares :  curious.. 

A  large  blue  and  white  dish. 

A  blue  and  white  bs^ket  of  Chantilli  china. 

A  white  Seve  saucepan  that  bears  the  fire  r  1771. 

Two  blue  and  white  beakers. 

Two  small  coloured  ditto. 
.  Two  souare  blue  and  white  bottlesr. 

An  odd  green  and  white  tea-pot. 

A  tile  firom  the  kitchen  of  William  the  Conqtieror  at  Caen  in  No^ 
mandy. 

Two  basins  of  most  ancient  Gombroon  china ;  a  present  fipom  Lori 
Vere,  out  of  the  collection  of  Lady  Elizabeth  Germame. 

A  beautiful  gre^  basin. 

Ten  coloured  pattypans  of  dfflerent  sizes. 

An  old  white  dish. 

A  dish  and  four  dessert-plates,  brown,  blue,  and  white. 

A  large  blue  and  white  dish,  and  a  small  ditto. 

Four  green  leaves  of  Slaffordshire-ware  for  a  dessert. 

A  tea-kettle  of  brown  china. 

A  white  jar. 

Two  white-handled  cups  and  saucers,  finely  painted  with  natuid 
flowers,  of  Seve  porcelaine. 

A  Mercury,  ditto. 

A  group  of  the  graces  supporting  a. basket,  of  l^ve  biscuit. 

A  large  old  white  china  te€t-pot,  that  was  the  Duke  of  Monmouth's  i 
a  present  fix)m  Simon  second  Earl  of  Harcourt. 

A  sauce-boat  of  Roman  fayence,  with  Cupid  riding  on  a  dolphin. 

Twelve  plates  of  Wedgwood's  ware,  with  cameos  of  blue  and  white, 
and  blue  festoons ;  from  a  design  of  Lady  Diana  Beauclerc. 

A  basin  and  ewer  of  Roman  fayence,  painted  with  landiscape^;  a 
present  from  the  Earl  of  Exeter. 

A  large  round  vase  and  cover,  and  a  dish  to  it,  of  Roman  faj- 
ence. 

Two  dishes  of  the  same. 

A  cup  and  saucer,  white,  with  green  festoons,  of  Bristol  porce- 
laine. 

A  poimd  picture  of  white  flowers  in  alto  reKevo,  of  the  same  manu- 
facture. 

A  square  compotier  with  blue  and  gold  flowers,  of  Salopian  porc^ 
laine. 

A  blue,  gold,  and  coloured  sugar-dish  and  plate,  of  Werchester 
porcelaine. 

Two  white  glass  cups,  with  gold  festoons  and  rams''  beadis,  of  Eng- 
lish manufacture. 

Two  dessert  plates  of  old  china,  m  form  of  her(Mis« 
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A  group  of  two  figures  and  five  single  cupids,  of  Hesse  and'Bruns-  ' 
vrick  porcelaine ;  presents  from  Lord  Beauchamp. 

Sir  William  Hamilton,  envoy  at  Naples,  and  Catharine  Lady  Wal- 
pole ;  medallions  of  Wedgwood's  ware. 

Louiz  Guinze,  and  Dr.  Franklin,  medallions  in  biscuit. 

Two  tall  chocolate  cups  and  saucers,  beautifully  painted  with  holy- 
oaks,  of  Seve  china;  presents  firom  Lady  Ailesbury. 

A  white  and  gold  mug  and  saucer,  with  Chinese  pheasants,  of 
ditto. 

A  cup  and  saucer  of  ditto,  all  over  Strawberries,  a  present  firom  Ma- 
dame du  Dessand. 

A  cup  and  saucer  of  ditto,  lilac  and  gold,-wifli  the  story  of  Pan  and 
Syrinx,  in  crimson. 

A  cup  and  saucer  of  Wedgwood's  ware,  finely  painted  with  Eng- 
lish views. 

A  white  and  gold  handle  cup  and  saucer  with  Chinese  figures,  of 
the  porcelaine  of  Cl^ancour,  a  new  manufacture  estab^shed  by  the 
Comte  de  Provence,  called  porcelaine  de  Monsieur. 

A  cup  to  hold  an  egg,  iinitating  lapis  lazuli ;  porcelaine  de  Seve'. 

A  very  small  cup  and  saucer,  white  said  gold,  with  imitations  of 
rubies ;  oitto. 

A  large  caudle  cup,  striped  with  gold,  and  floiJrers ;  porcelaine  of 
Berlin. 

Four  ditto,  with  sprigs  of  flowers  on  white  ^ound ;  ditto. 

A  tea-pot  and  plate,  basin,  sugar-dish,  milk-pot,  two  chocolate- 
cups,  two  pomatum-pots,  and  a  cann ;  of  the  Staffordshire  bamboo 
ware,  1782. 

A  Turkish  earthenware  plate,  brown  and  gold,  a  present  from  Mrs.  ^ 
Griffith,  the  authoress. 

A  white-glass  sugar-dish,  painted  with  natural  flowers. 

A  red  Portuguese  bowl,  with  a  grate  at  the  bottom,  for  cooling 
water. 

Three  black  and  red  earthen  vases,  with  handles,  highly  polished. 

Two  more  copper  enamelled  plates,  ^ven  by  Lady  Ailesbury. 

A  tumbler  of  cracked  china  within ;  japanned  without ;  very  rare :  a 
present  firom  Mrs.  French. 

A  basin  of  Turkish  earthenware,  ^It  within ;  a  present  firom  Mrs. 
Fitzwilliam. 

A  glass  sauoer,  ^t  and  silvered ;  given  by  Lord  Ossbry. 

Portrait  oiF  George  Simon  Eari  of  Harcourt,  in  Wedgwood'is  ware ; 
the  only  one  executed  in  that  manner. 

A  Tuscan  vase  of  Wedgwood's  ware. 

A  -white  cup  and  saucer  with  coloured  flowers,  made  for  the  Comte 
d'Artois,  and  called  porcelaine  d'Angouleme;  a  present  firom  the 
Viscoutttess  Mount-Edgcumbe. 

Two  custard-cups  of  old  cracked  china,  with  flowers  of  plated 
silver. 

A  small  jar^  white  within  and  japanned  without;  a  pre3eiit  firom  Mr. 
Barret,  of  Lee^ 
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A  Delft  beaker,  and  two  blue  and  ipdiite  botdes,  ditto. 

A  large  flattish  drinking  glass^  one  of  the  first  manu&cture  at  Venice, 
widi  the  initials  of  an  En^ish  Lady's  name  for  whom  it  was  made, 
and  the  dal^  1580  ^  a  present  from  Lady  Georgiana  Smythe. 

Three  pieces  of  Moorish  mosdlc ;  on  one  a  shield,  widi  the  name  or 
title  of  a  Moorish  king ;  bought  at  the  auction  of  Mr.  Carter,  who  pub* 
Ushed  an  account  of  Spain. 

Two  races  of  white  porcelaine,  striped  with  blue  and  gold,  and 
ornamented  with  red  festoons ;  from  the  manufacture  of  Marquis  & 
nori,  at  Florence ;  sent  by  Sir  Horace  Mann. 

CHINA  m  THE  WAITING  BOOM-  % 

Two  ice-pails  with  vines,  of  Saxon  china. 

A  white  butter-pot  and  plate  of  ChantilU,  and  two  blue  and  wbite 
saltcellars,  ditto. 

Two  monteiths  of  Tolle,  a  new  French  metal  iapanned. 

Four  oblong  dessert-dishes,  four  leaves,  and  twelve  plates,  wilk 
coloured  fruits  and  flowers^  of  Chelsea  china. 

Twelve  blue  and  white  coffee-cups  and  sa!ticers  of  ChantiUi. 

Twelve  black  and  white  tea-cups  and  saucers  of  Bow  china. 

Two  red  and  white  handle  cups  and  saucers  with  boys,  of  Sere. 

A  fine  coloured  ice-pail  and  cover,  ditto. 

A  blue  and  white  Delft  butter-pot  tad  plate. 

Two  white  and  gold  salts  of  Seve, 

Twenty-four  white  plates  with  knurled  borders  and  gold  ed'gesj  four 
deep  leaves,  two* square  plates,. and  a  cream  bowl,  of  Seve. 

A  large  white  plate,  and  a  white  glass  beaker. . 

A  blue  and  white  basket,  two  round  cheese-pots  and  plate,  and  a 
sceau  for  liquors,  of  ChantQli. , 

Twelve  fine  plates  coloured,  with  rich  blue  eji^s,  of  Seve. 

Two  ditto,  larger. 

Six  ditto,  blue  and  white. 

Two  green  Staffordshire  fiower^pots  wilh  masks,  and  two  plates. 

THE  LITTLE  PAELOXm. 

Over  the  door  is  a  shield  of  Mr.  Walpole's  arms  and  quarterings  on 
painted  glass,  by  Price.  The  room  is  lighted  by  a  bow  window,  in 
which,  among  other  pieces  of  painted  glass,  are  the  arms  «f  Ayliffe, 
impaling  Clmord  of  Frampton.:  given  by  Mr.  Greorge  Selwyn. 

The  chimnev  is  taken  from  the  tomb  €fi  Thomas  Ruthau  bishop  of 
Durham,  in  Westminster  Abbey.  The  room  is  hung  with  gothic  pa* 
per  of  stone  colour  in  mosiac,  on  which  ax^woo^n  prints  byJacbon 
of  Venice ;  and  furnished  with  a  table  and  eight  chairs  of  ebony,  houf^ 
at  the  Lady  Conyer's  at  Great  Stoughton  in  Huntinj^onsbire,  as  were 
others  in  other  chambers.  On  the  table  is  an  ice-pail  of  .Wedgwoods 
ware. 

Two  sleeping  di^gs,  the  onginal  model  in  terra-cota,  by  the  Bo^ 
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nourable  Mrs«  Darner,  v^ch  she  afterwards  executed  in  marble  for 
the  Duke  of  Richmond. 

IK  THE  YELLOW  B£D-CHAMB3:R,  OB  BEAUTY  ROOS^ 

The  chimney-piece  was  designed  by  Mr.  Bentley.  The  room  is 
hnns  with  gray  spotted  paper,  the  bed  and  chairs  of  yellow  silk  and 
stun  damask.  On  the  ebony  table,  two  large  old  blue  and  white^  clui^a 
candlesticks  and  a  writing  box  of  sandal- wood  inlaid  with  ivory. 
On  the  commode  with  a  dab  of  white  marble,  bought  at  Mr.  Bate- 
man's  Sale,  a  bronze  cast  of  the  Hermaphrodite.  A  fire-screen  worked 
by  Lady  Ossorjr,  1781. 

Over  the  chimney,  Charles  II.,  James  duke  of  York  and  Mary 
princess  of  Orange,  when  children,  copied  fipom  Vandyck,  by  Charles 
Beale. 

A  fine  portrait  of  Sir  Peter  Lely,  after  himself,  by  ditto. 

Elizabeth  Wriothesly  countess  of  SouthamptoQ,  and  afterwards  first 
wife  of  Ralph  the  first  duke  of  Montagu,  by  ditto,  after  ditto.  These 
three  are  in  water-colours.  - 

Nineteen  small  heads,  in  oil,  of  the  court  of  Charles  II.  ^except  Sa- 
charissa,)  copied  by  Jarvis  for  himself,  and  bought  with  his  house  at 
Hampton,  by  Mr.  Lovibonde,  at  whose  sale  these  and  the  three  fore- 
going were  purchased. 

Charles  the  Second. 

Queen  Catharine^ 

King  William,  when  Prince  of  Orange. 

Queen  Manr,  when  princess. 

Catharine  Sedley,  countess  of  Dorchester,  mistress  of  James  U. 

Frances  Stuart  (of  Grammont's  Memoires)  duchess  of  Richmond. 

Louis  de  Querouaille,  duchess  of  Portsmouth. 

Lady  Dorothy  Sidney^  countess  of  Sutherland,  Waller's  Sacha- 


B^bara  Villiers,  dudiess  of  Cleveland. 

Arabella  ChurchiU,  wife  of  Mr.  Grodfrey,  mistress  of  James  11. 

Mrs.  Philadelphia  Saunders. 

Mrs.  Trevor,  maid  of  honour :  having  seen  the  Duke  of  Monmouth 
in  bed  with  another  Lady,  and  divulging  it,  the  duke  engaged  Mr. 
Thynne  to  debauch  her.  Mr.  Thvnne  being  killed  before  he  bedded 
Lady  Ogle,  this  epigram  was  made  on  him : — 

'<  Here  lies  Tom  Tynne  of  Longleatphall, 
Who  Dover  would  have  miscarried, 
Had  be  married  the  woman  he  lay  withal, 
Or  lain  with  the  woman  he  married.'* 

'  Lady  Anne  Cavendish,  daughter  of  William  earl  of  Devonshire,  and 
wife  of  John  earl  of  Exeter. 

Ladv  Gertrude  Pierpoint,  daughter  of  William  earl  of  Kingston,  and 
wife  of  George  Saville  marquis  of  Hallifax.  , 


4A4  A  DESCRIFTIOK  OF 

« 

Lady  Maij  Rich,  dau^ter  of  Robert,  earl  of  Warwick,  wife  of 
Henry  Viscount  St.  John,  atid  mother  of  the  famous  Lord  Boling- 
broke. 

Henry  earl  of  Ogle,  only  son  of  Henry  Cayendish  duke  of  New- 
castle. 

Lady  Elizabeth  Percy,  only  dai^ghter  and  heiress  of  JoceUne  last 
earl  of  Northumberland,  mamed  first  to  Henry  lord  Ode,  secondly  to 
Ttiomas  Thynne,  Esq.  .and  lastly  to  Charles  ^ymour  duke  of  Some^ 
set' 

Two  other  ladies,  unknown. 

Orer  the  door,  Mary  queen  of  Scots,  by  Vertue. 

Lady  Anne  Hamilton,  daughter  of  W:  duke  of  Hamilton,  and  wife, 
of  Robert  Carnegie  earl  of  Southesk. 

Lady  Elizabeth  Butler,  daughter  of  James  duke  of  Ormond,  aod 
wife  of  Philip  Stanhope  earl  of  Chesterfield.  These  two  heads  are 
copied  in  chalks,  by  Mr.  Farringdon,  from  the  originals  by  Sir  Peter 
Lely,  at  Mr.  Fountaine's  at  Narford.  See  an  account  of  the  two  iadks 
m  the  Memoires  de  GrammoTit* 

Bust  of  the  Lady  Viscountess  Melbourne :  a  cast  from  the  original 
by  Mrs.  Damer. 

Prince  Arthur  and  Catharine  of  Arragon,  on  board,  in  the  original 
frame ;  a  present  from  Colonel  Myddelton  of  Denbigshire,  in  which 
counby  it  had  remained  from  the  death  of  the  prince  at  Ludlow. 

ON  THE  STAIK-CASE. 

View  of  Richmond-hill,  the  original  drawing  by  Mr.Heniy  Bunbuiy; 
a  present  from  himself. 

THE  BBEAKFAST-BOOM,  ONE  PAIR  OF  STAIRS. 

Furnished  with  blue  paper,  and  blue  and  white  linen.  Black  and 
yellow  painted  glass  set  in  plain  blue,  glass  in  the  bow  window.  On 
the  writing  table,  an  inlaid  writing-box  made  by  Langlois.  The 
chinmey-piece  and  windows  are  not  truly  gothic,  but  were  deagned 
by  Mr.  W.  Robinson,  of  the  Board  of  Works,  before  there  was  any 
design  <^  farther  improvements  to  the  house. 

Over  the  chiinney,  a  glass  in  an  ebofty  frame,  a  present  from  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Heminings  of  Twickenham ;  two  blue  and  white  floWB^ 
pots  of  Seye  china;  and  two  candlesticks  with  Chinese  figures,  by 
Martin,  and  china  flowers.     On  one  side  of  the  glass — 

Mary  Lepelle  lady  Hervey ;  a  print. 

A  moonbght;  by  Bernard  Lens. 

A  frame  with  nine  miniatures,  viz. — 

A  Youtig  bride,  by  Isaac  Oliver. 

A  lady ;  behind  her  a  red  curtain.  Both  of  the  femily  of  S>iph 
but  not  known. 
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Venitia  Stanley  lady  Digby,  aged  nineteen,  reiy  beautiful ;  by  Peter 
Oliver. 

Sir  K^ielm  Digby  and  Lady  Digby,  after  Vandyck ;  by  ditto :  set 
in  the  form  of  a  book  with  covers  of  gold  enamelled. 

The  same  Lady  Digby,  as  she  was  found  dead  in  her  bed ;  by  ditto, 
after  ditto;  set  in  gold  enamelled  black ;  on  which  behind  is  a  sphere : 
it  seems  to  mean  that  the  world  was  in  mourning  for  her.  Sir  Kenelm 
was  passionately  fond  of  this  lady,  who,  Lord  Clarendom  says,  was  of 
extraordinary  brandy  and  ai  extraordinary  fame.  At  Windsor  is  a 
whole  length  of  her,  by  Vandyckj  treading  on  serpents,  to  imply  that 
the  stories  told  of  her  were  the  produce  of  malice.  At  Groalhurst, 
where  they  lived,  are  two  busts  of  her  in  bronze ;  on  the  pedestal  of 
one  are  inscribed  these  tender  words,  Uxarem  vivam  amare  voluptaSy 
de/iinctam  religio. 

Sir  Kenelm  Digby,  when  young ;  by  Peter  Oliver :  very  fine. 

Lady  Digby,  again,  most  beautiful ;  by  ditto. 

Lady  Lucy  Percy,  daughter,  and  coheiress  of  Thomas  earl  of  North- 
umberland who  was  beheaded,  wife  of  Sir  Edward  Stanley,  younger 
son  of  the  Earl  of  Derby,  mother  of  Venetia  lady  Digby;  by  Isakc 
Oliver.  She  is  still  more  beautiful  than  her  daughter,  though  drest 
very  unbecomingly  in  a  great  black  hat  and  large  ruff;  only  set  off  by 
a  lilac  ground.  This  is  perhaps  the  finest  and  most  perfect  miniature 
in  the  world.  All  the  seven  last  are  wonderfully  preserved,  though 
foimd  in  a  garret  in  an  old  house  in  Wales,  belonging  to  a  Mr.  Wat- 
Irin  Williams,  probably  descended  from  Sir  Kenelm,  one  of  whose 
sons  left  only  two  daughters,  that  were  married  into  Welch  ikmilies. 
This  set  of  pictures,  with  a  few  more  less  fine,  cost  Mr.  Walpole  300 
guineaus. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  glass,  another  frame,  with  fifteen  miniatures, 
viz. 

Robert  earl  of  Essex,  favourite  of  Queen  Elizabeth ;  set  in  a  case 
enamelled  with  flowers. 

Heniy  Carey  lord  Hunsdon,  knight  of  the  Garter  1585:  by  Hilliard 
set  in  black  enamel.  These  two  from  the  collection  of  Lady  Eliza- 
beth Germaine. 

A  Lady  of  the  family  of  Digby ;  belonging  to  the  set  above  named ; 
in  a  white  enamelled  case. 

The  Due  de  Vendome,  with  a  red  knot ;  by  Petitot. 

Madame  la  princesse  Palatine ;  by  ditto. 

Madame  la  duchesse  de  Montpensier,  grandmother  of  Mademoi- 
selle ;  by  ditto.  These  three  from  the  collection  of  the  Comte  de  Cay- 
lus. 

La  Duchess  de  Montzabon,  called  La  Belle  dto  Belles ;  by  ditto. 

Holbein,  in  a  round,  original  by  himself. 

An  exceedingly  fine  watch,  given  to  General  Fairfax  by  the  Parlia- 
ment, after  tiie  batde  of  Naseby ;  by  P.  Bordier,  brother-in-law  of  Pe- 
titot. On  one  side  is  Fairfax  on  horseback,  after  Vandyck's  Kinff 
Charles ;  on  the  other,  the  House  of  Commons ;  behind,  the  battle.    It 


456  IL  DESCRIPTION  OF 

was  bought  at  the  ^ale  of  Thoresby's  museum,  who  has  described  it  in 
bis  Ducatus  Leodiensis. 

Two  boysp  sons  of  Sir  Kenelm  Digby.  Note,  these  and  some  after 
mentioned  pictures  of  the  Digbys  were  the  other  divi^on  of  that  cd- 
lection,  and  were  purchased  by  Mr.  W.  of  the  lady  who  shared  tfaem 
with  the  other  heir.  ^  ' 

John  Duke  of  Lauderdale,  copied  by  Lady  Lucan  from  the  origioal 
by  Coojper,  in  the  possession  of  Lady  Greenwich, 

William  Henry  Duke  of  Gloucester,  by  Lady  Lucan  after  Meyer. 

Charlotte  de  la  Tremouille  countess  of  Derby,  in  *a  frame  of  alTW 
filigrancp 

A  lady's  head,  supposed  to  be  the  Countess  of  Pembroke,  wife  of 
Earl  William,  by  Hoskins ;  finely  preserved :  a  present  from  the 
duchess  dowager  of  Portland^ 

Fontenelle,  a  drawimg ;  bequeathed  to  Mr.  Walpole  by  Lady  Her- 
vfey. 

A,  landscape,  a  drawing  in  water-colours,  by  Vanderneer, 

Inside  of  Walpole  church  in  Lincolnshire ;  by  Vertue. 

View  of  Mad.  du  Demand's  room  and  cats,  a  print ;  with  verses  b; 
the  President  Henaidt. 

A  print  of  Count  Antoine  Haipilton. 

A  most  curious  picture  of  Rose  the  royal  gardener,  presenting  the 
first  pine-apple  raised  in  England  to  Charles  U.  who  is  standing  in  a  gar- 
den :  the  House  seems  to  be  Dawney  court  near  Windsor,  the  villa  of 
tfie  Duchess  of  Cleveland.  The  whole  piece  is  well  painted,  proba- 
bly by  Danckers.  It  was  a  present  to  Mr.  W.  from  the  Rer.  Mr. 
Pennicot  of  Ditton,  to  whom  it  was  bequeathed  by  Mr.  London,  grand- 
son of  him  who  was  partner  with  Wise. 
,  Two  prints  of  Ruben's  own  house. 

Two  beautiful  bas-reliefs  of  boys,  in  wax,  by  Lady  Diana  Bean- 
clerc;  set  in  frames  with  her  arms,  and, cameos  by  Wedgwood  and 
Tassie. 

Vandervaart  the  painter,  by  himself,  in  water-colours,  finely  done; 
in  an  old  ebony  frame  set  with  lapis  lazuh  and  agates :  a  present  from 
Richard  Bull,  Esq. 

Cowley,  by  Sir  Peter  Lely ;  the  fine  original  of  Zincke's  Cawlcj 
in  enamel  in  the  cabinet ;  bought  at  the  ^e  of  Mr.  Lovibonde  in 
1776.* 

*  DeBcription  of  a  young  shepherd,  from  Britain's  Ida,  that  almost  exactly  de* 
lineates  this  portrait. 

**  Amongst  the  rcB^that  all  tho  rest  ezcellM 
A  daintie  boy  there  wonn'd  whose  harmless  yeares 
Now  in  their  freshest  budding  gehtlie  swelPd ; 
His  nymph-like  face  ne*er  felt  the  nimble  sheers ; 
Youth's  downie  blossome  thro'  his  cheeJce  appeares; 
His  lovelie  limbs  but  love  he  quite  discarded. 
Were  made  for  play,  but  he  no  play  regarded, 

And  fitt  love  to  reward,  and  be  by  love  rewarded. 
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Two  views  of  Paris,  by  Raguenet ;  given  by  Hemy  Fox  L^  Hol- 
land. 

Four  washed  views  of  the  chateau  de  Grignan  in  Provence;  a  pre* 
sent  £rom  George  Harding,  Esq. 

Miss  Temple,  maid  of  honour  to  Ann  Hyde  duchess  of  York)  and 
second  wife  of  Sir  Charles  Lyttelton ;  by  Spencer,  after  the  unfinished 
picture  by  Cooper,  in  the  possession  of  LotcI  Lvttelton.         ' 

Head  of  the  Comte  de  Grammont ;  copied  mm  the  original  at  the 
convent  of  the  Grands  Augustins  at  Paris. 

A  secretaire  of  inlaid  woods. 

Cupid,  in  Seye  china. 

Two  blue  and  white  square  tubs,  of  ditto. 

Anne  Liddel  countess  of  Ossory :  in  crayons,  by  Hamilton. 

An  urn  of  granite,  brought  from  one  of  the  Greek  islands,  and 
given  to  Sir  Robert  Walpole  by  Sir  Charles,  Wager. 

Ditto  of  oriental  alabastar,  given  to  Sir  Robert  Walpole  by  General 
Charles  Churchill. 

Margaret  Smith,  wife  of  Sir  Charles  Bineham  Lord  Lucan  ;  by  Ha- 
milton. This  lady  arrived  in  five  months,  by  copying  in  water-colours 
the  enamels  and  miniatures  in  this  collection,  at  great  perfection,  and 
in  that  short  time  copied  forty  pieces,  imitating  most  exactly  the  man- 
ners of  the  several  masters.  Mr.  W.  wrote  the  following  lines  on  that 
subject : 

'*  Witboat  a  rival,  long  on  painting's  throne 
Urbino^B  nrKxieet  artist  sat  alone. 
At  last  a  Britisb  fair's  unerring  eyes 
In  five  short  moons  contest  the  glorious  prize. 
Raphael  by  gen  ins,  nurs'd  by  labour,  grained  it — 
Bingham  but  saw  perfection,  and  aUaihed  it.**  ^ 

Lady  Elizabeth  Berkeley,  wife  of  Lord  Craven :  by  Ronmey, 
Richard  lU.   and  his  queen;   a  drawing  from  painted  glass,  by 
Vertue. 

A  sea-piece :  by  Backhuysen :  very  good. 

Madame  la  Marquise  du  Defland,  and  the  Duchesse  de  Choiseul 

E'ving  her  a  doll,  which  the  former,  who  was  blind,  holds  t)ut  her 
inds  to  receive ;  alluding  to  her  calling  the  duchesse  Grajid  Maman, 
Every  part  of  the  room  is  exactly  represented,  and  Madame  du  Def- 
fand  most  exactly  like,  .which  the  duchesse  is  not ;  by  M.  Carmontel, 

High  was  his  forehead,  archM  with  silver  mould, 
Where  never  an^er  churlish  wrinkle  dighted ; 
His  auburn  locks  hun^  like  dark  threads  of  gold, 
That  wanton  airs  (with  their  fair  length  incited) 
To  play  among  their  wanton  curls  delighted. 
His  smiling  ey^s  with  simple  truth  were  stored-—— 
Ah  !  how  should  truth  in  those  thief  eyes  be  stor*d ! 
Which  thousand  Loves  hnd  stoPn  and  nrver  once  restor'd  ! 
Vide  Warten^B  ObBervatums  on  the  Fairy  Queenf  vol.  L  p.  123. 
VOL.  II. — 89 
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a  gentleman  belonging  to  tbe  Duke  of  Orleans,  who  has  done  in  the 
same  manner  most  of  the  court  of  France :  a  washed  drawing. 

A  print  by  Bartolozzi  of  Georgiana  Spencer,  duchess  of  Devonshire, 
from*  the  drawing  of  Lady  Diana  Beauclerc ;  in  a  frame  with  Wedg- 
wood's cameos,  and  two  flies  engraved  and  painted  by  Hill. 

A  view  of  the  church  of  Stokepogeys  in  Bnckinhamshire ;  the  moon 
shining  on  Mr.  Gray's  tomb  in  the  church-yard ;  by  Baron :  a  present 
from  Sir  Edward  Walpole. 

Virgin  and  child,  a  highly  finished  illumination:  it  belonged  to  Gas- 
ton, duke  of  Orleans. 

Francis  I.  receiving  the  homage  of  the  clergy,  law,  and  anny;  an 
illumination :  Cardinal  du  Prat  as  chancellor  is  at  the  head  of  the  lav. 

Two  of  the  officers  on  the  fore  ground  are  engraved  in  Montfeocon's 
Antiquities  of  France. 

An  allegoric  washed  drawing  of  Christiana  of  Pisa  writing  her  Cite 
des  Dames,  from  an  illumination  in  the  library  of  the  King  of  France. 

View  of  the  Hotel  de  Camavalet,  where  Madame  de  Sevigne  lived, 
in  la  Rue  Coulture  St.  Catherine,  at  Paris;  built  by  Du  Cerceau: 
painted  by  Raguenet. 

A  woman  reading ;  small  whole  figure ;  great  nature  :  by  Le  Due. 

A  flower,  in  paper  Mosaic,  executed  by  Mrs.  Delany,  the  inventress, 
who  between  the  seventieth  and  eightieth  years  of  her  age  executed 
500  plants  in  this  manner.  She  was  daughter  of  Mr.  Granville,  by 
the  daughter  of  Sir  John  Stanley,  and  was  first  married  to  Mr.  Pcn- 
darvis,  and  then  to  Dr.  Delany. 

Its  companion,  by  Mrs.  Delany's  scholar.  Miss  Jennings  of  Shiplake. 

Lady  D.  Beauclerc's  two  daughters,  engraved  from  her  drawing,  by 
Bartolozzi ;  in  a  blue  and  gold  frame  painted  in  mosaic,  with  lions  and 
flower-de-luces,  in  allusion  to  the  arms  of  Beauclerc. 

Sir  Kenelm  Digby,  his  wife  and  two  sons :  by  Peter  Oliver,  ate 
Vandyck;  a  large  miniature  in  the  hi^est  preservation  ;  in  an  ebony 
case  set  with  Wedgwood's  cameos.  On  the  insides  of  the  doors,  two 
other  ladies  of  the  same  set. 

Two  other  ebony  cases,  ditto.  In  one,  a  lady  of  the  Digby  femilyi 
half-length,  after  Vandyck,  with  a  beautiful  landscape:  oy  Peter 
Oliver. 

In  the  other  case.  Lady  Digby  enamelled,  in  a  frame  of  the  same, 
with  her  arms,  and  Latin  mottoes,  supported  by  two  goddesses  by  G. 
Toulin,  1637. 

Lady  Catherine  Howard,  daughter  of  H.  Fred,  earl  of  Arundel,  and 
first  wife  of  John  Digby,  son  of  Sir  Kenelm. 

On  the  reverse,  in  the  same  enamelled  frame,  another  lady  of  tie 
family,  exquisitely  painted  by  Peter  Oliver ;  probably  the  second  irife 
of  John  Digby. 

Lady  Frances  Howard,  countess  of  Essex  and  then  of  Somerset; 
copied  by  Lady  Bingham,  now  Lady  Lucan,  from  the  original  at  Wo- 
bum. 

Catherme^  duchess  of  Buckingham,  daughter  of  James  U.  in  enamel : 
by  Zincke ;  a  present  from  her  niece  Madame  de  Bouzols. 
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A  holy  family  in  wax,  frdm  Carlo  Maratti,  by  Mrs.  Mary  Slaughter, 
sister  of  Stephen  Slaughter,  painter :  a  present  from  Miss  Anne  Cle* 
ment. 

The  virgin  and  child,  and  two  angels  holding  tapers ;  an  ancient 
carving  in  ivory:  a  present  firom  Mr.  Watson,  the  chirurgeon. 

A  lady's  head,  by  Hilliard,  unfinished ;  bought  at  Mr.  Lovi* 
bonders. 

The  girPs  head,  in  oil ;  very  lively :  by  A.  Cuyp. 
■  Greorge  Hamilton,  brother  of  Count  Anthony  Hamilton ;  small  copy 
in  oil,  by  £.  Edwards;  irom  the  original  in  the  possessioa  of  Lord 
Kingsland. 

Print  of  Mr.  W.  Mason,  the  poet. 

A  man's  head  in  a  black  bonnet,  sat.  30,  1539,  by  Holbein,  unfi- 
nished ;  bought  at  Mr.  Lovibonde's. 

A  masquerade  at  Vauxhall,  in  bister;  by  Lady  Diana  Beauclerc. 
There  is  wonderful  expression  in  the,  faces,  and  attitudes,  though  some 
of  the  figures  are  (juite  masked,  and  others  hare  half  masks. 

A  washed  drawing  of  Les  Rochers,  the  country  house  of  Madame 
de  Sevig;ne  in  Bretagne,  done  on  the  spot  by  Mr.  Hinchcliffe,  son 
of  the  Bishop  of  Peterborough,  1786. 

Miss  Hannah  More  the  poetess ;  in  water-colours,  by  Roberts,  after 
Opie. 

Miss  Farren  the  comedian ;  in  wat^r-colours. 

Two  washed  drawings,  by  Miss  Agnes  Berry. 

View  of  Lee,  the  seat  of  T.  Barret,  Esq.  in  Kent,  by  Pether ;  in  an 
ebony  firame.    . 

A  young  Paris,  cast  in  terra-cotta,  firom  a  marble  bust,  by  Mrs.  Da- 
rner, of  the  son  of  Mademoiselle  Rossi,  a  dancer. 

Two  old  blue  and  white  china  jars ;  a  candlestick  of  Seve  china ; 
tea-things  of  old  china;  a  small  tnpod  of  or-moulu  to  bum  incense*; 
and  a  red  velvet  purse  embroidered  with  gold  and  old  French  arms, 
to  hold  counters. 

THE  GREEN  CLOSET.. 

In  the  windows  are  some  very  curious  pieces  of  painted  glass.  One 
nnind  pane  (one  of  the  best  in  the  house)  represents  the.  story  of  the 
law-giver,  who  having  enacted  a  law  for  punishing  adultery  with  blind- 
ness, and  his  own  son  being  convicted  of  it,  he  gave  up  on.e  of  his' 
own  eyes  to  save  one  of  his  son's.  The  drawing  is  fine,  and  the  fig- 
ures of  the  legislator  and  of  the  young  soldier  who  contemplates  him, 
are  evidently  taken  firom  some  picture  or  design  which  gave  the  hint 
to  Vandyck  for  his  Belisarius,  now  at  Chiswick.  There  areother  cu- 
rious panes :  one  with  a  rose  impaling  a  pomegranate,  the  device  of 
Henry  VIII.  and  Catharine  of  Arragon ;  others  with  a  crown  in  a  thom- 
bush  between  the  letters  H  and  E,  the  device  of  Henry  VII.,  which 
he  assumed  after  the  battle  of  Bosworth,,  where  Richard's  crown  was 
found  in  that  manner.     Over  the  dpor. 
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A  view  of  Mr.  Pope's  house  at  Twickenham^  painted  sauce  Ac  al- 
terations made  by  Sir  William  Stanhope ;  by  Scott,  in  his  veiy  bwjl 
manner.  On  the  same  side  of  the  room  are  the  following  pictures, 
most  of  them  small : — 

A  portrait  of  Sarah  Malcolm,  who  was  hanged  for  murdering  her 
mistress  and  two  other  women  in  the  Temple.  j%e  is  sitting  at  a 
table  in  Newgate,  with  popish  beads  before  her.  This  was  drawn  bt 
Hogarth  the  day  before  her  execution^  and  she  had  put  on  red  to  look 
the  better. 

Four  landscapes  in  water-colours,  by  Baudin. 
,  A  landscape  m  needle-work,  by  Lady  Ailesbury ;  after  Van  Uden. 

Eight  views  of  ruins  at  Rome  and  o^er  places,  by  Lucatelli. 

A  landscape  in  Indian  ink,  with  Italian,  Chinese,  and  Gothic  build- 
ings ;  by  Mr.  Bentley,  in  his  best  style* 

The  head  of  old  Dabl  the  paftiter,  in  water-colours,  by  himself; 
oval* 

Gibber  the  statuary,  with  a  pair  of  compasses  in  his  hand,  in  '(vate^ 
colours  ;  by  Christian  Richter. 

George  Granville,  Lord  Lansdown,  in  red ;  ditto,  by  Vertue,  after 
Kneller.  ^  - 

Two  small  pictures  in  oil,  the  stories  of  Susanna  and  the  Eldeis, 
and  of  David  and  Bathsheba ;  Italian^ 

A  beggar-boy  with  a  bird's-nest,  water-colours,  on  ivoiy ;  by  Mr. 
Horace  Vv  alpole ;  from  Murillo. 

Queen  Henrietta  Maria ;  by  Dixon. 

Mary  princess  of  Orange,  mother  of  King  William  by  Hoskins. 

Sir  Kobert  Walpole  and  Catharine  lady  Walpole ;  heads  carf ed  in 
ivory. 

An  old  head,  in  a  laced  night*cap  and  ruff;  by  Cornelius  Janson^er 
Porbus. 

Lady  Arabella  Stuart,  when  a  child ;  by  Isaac  Oliver. 

Zachary  ICneller,  brother  of  Sir  Godfrey ;  by  Vertue,  after  KHcIler. 

St.  Catharine  reading ;  after  Correggio,  by  Catharine  lady  Walpole 

At  the  end  fronting  the  window  ^ 

A  Pot  rf  carnations,  drawn  at  Chelseafixjm  the  life  by  VanHuysuttj 
who  lived:  there  two  years  with.  Sir  Robert  Walpole :  he  was  bioto 
'to  the  fiunous  flower-painter:  in  oil. 

Robert  Walpole,  father  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole ;  a  head  in  crayons. 

Mary'Burwell,  his  wife  ;  ditto. 

An  herb-market  and  a  fish-market ;  after  Teniers,  in  oil,  by  Angefc 

Sir  JefTery  Burwell,  grandfather  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole ;  he  is  an  old 
man  sitting ;  a  death's  head  by  him ;  in  crayons. 

Mary,  his  wife,  daughter  and  coheiress  of  Thomas  Derehau^  « 
Colton-hall,  Suffolk :  in  crayons. 

A  stable-yard,  with  a  cart,  and  a  woman  paring  turnips ;  by  J*  B. 
Muntz ;  in  oil. 
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Six  curiousr  pictures  in  vater-colouis  of  Maiy  de  Medici  and  Louis 
XIII.  and  five  ereat  duchesses  of  Tuscany ;  copied  from  a  chamber  at 
Po^o  Imperide,  near  Florenc^e,  where  the  originals  are  dressed  in 
the  very  clothes  they  ^ore,  pasted  on  the  hangings,  with  the  faces. 
painted  on  satin. 

Six  more  drawings  of  ruins,  by  Lucatelli. 

Aima  Chamber  countess  Temple ;  by  HamiltA. 

Henry  Carey  earl  of  Monmouth,  knight  of  the  bath,  translator  of 
many  works  ;*  by  Theadorc  Russel. 

Pope  Benedict  XIII.  in  wax  ;  behind  it  is  his  eulogium,  written  by 
Mr.  Walpole  and  printed  in  his  Fugitive  Pieces. 

Lady  Newburgh,  Lord  Lansdown's  Myra,  in  widow's  weeds ;  co- 

Ided  by  young  Lens  from  the  ori^alof  Sir  Godfrey  Kneller,  in  the  c6l- 
eetion  of  the  Earl  of  Cardigan  ;  in  water-colours. 

The  Countess  of  Buckingham,  mothep  of  Duke  Gieorge  Villiers,  in 
mourning ;  b^  ditto :  from  the  same  collection. 

Anna  Mana  Brudenel  countess  of  Shrewsbury,  famou&for  her  amours 
with  the  second  George  Villiers  duke  of  Buclungham ;  by  ditto,  from 
ditto. 

James  Stuart  duke  of  Richmond  and  earl  of  Litchfield,  husband  of 
the  beautiful  Mrs.  Stuart  whom  Charles  IL  was  in  love  with ;  in  armour ; 
by  Cooper. 

Susan  Airmine  lady  Bellasis,  mistress  of  James  II. ;  by  Cooper,  un- 
fimshed. 

Lady  Anne  Watson,  daughter  of  Thomas  earl  of  Strafford  by  ditto. 

Spencer  Compton  earl  of  Northampton,  killed  in  the  civil  war.. 

A  lady's  head,  temp.  James  I. 

Two  ladies  of  the  court  of  Queen  Elizabeth;  by  Billiard,  These 
five  belonged  to  Spencer  Compton  earl  of  Wilmington. 

Alt  infant's  head,  sleeping,  by  Vischer ;  viery  natural :  in  black  lead. 

A  boy's  head,  in  red  and  black  chalks;  by  Peter  Oliver:  very 
lively. 

Mrs.  Catharine  Clive,  the  excellent  comedian,  in  the  character  of 
the  Fine  Lady  in  Lethe ;  in.  water-colours  by  Worlidge. 

A  lady's  head ;  in  a  black  hood  ;  by  Cooper, 

Boncourt,  a  French  comedian  ;  giyen.by  the  Comte  du  Chatelet.. 

A  gentleman's  head,  in  oil ;  oval,  in  a  metal  case. 

Thomas  earl  of  Arundel ;  small  head*,  in  oil. 

Chares  II.  in  robes  of  the  garter;  in  water-colours,^  after  Lely ;  done* 
by  Richard  secondlordEdgcumbe  at  the  age  of  sixteen. 

Two  pieces  of  firuit  and  flowers,  in  water-colours ;  by  old  Lens. 

Mrs.  Scott,  the  painter's  wife  ;  by  Deacon.  A  gentleman  of  great 
genius  for  drawing,  who  j  having  misfortunes,  took  to  painting  portraits 
HI  miniature,  and  hired  the  house  late  Zincke^s  in  Covent  Garden, 
-where  Mr.  Meyer,  the  enameller,  now  lives ;  but  Mr.  Deacon  died  in, 

*<  See  bis.  article  in  the  Catalogue  of  Royal  and  Noble  Authors,^ 
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a  year  by  the  jail-distemper  which  was  biongfat  to  the  Old  Biiley, 
wnere  he  happened  to  attend, 

Mr.  Pope,  by  young  Lens,  in  water-colours ;  round* 

Pomona ;  by  Clinksted. 

Mr.  Thomas  Gray  ;  etched  from  his  shade  ;  by  Mr.  W.  Mason. 

A  landscape  on  copper ;  by  Roland  Savery. 

Lord  Herbert  of  CMrbury ;  a*  print  coloured  by  Wale,  from  tiie  on- 
gmal  of  Isaac  Oliver,  in  the  collection  of  Lord  Powis. 

William  loid  Mansfield  ;  in  oil,  by  Wootton. 

Zeemaa,  junior,  painter,  in  blue  by  his  fother. 

Profile  of  an  angel,  after  Guido ;  done  in  hair  by  Mary  Lane,  1778. 

Impression  of  Oliver  Cromwell's  privy  seal. 

The  two  sons  of  the  old  Pretender ;  painted  at  Rome  in  1740. 

The  Viscount  Stafford, beheaded  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.,  ini 
colours  ;  a  present  from  Mr.  £.  Jemingham  the  poet,  nearly  related  to 
the  StafTords. 

On  the  window-side  fronting  the  door,  beginning  on  the  left  hand; 

A  view  of  the  Thames  from  Mrs.  Clive's  house  at  Twickenham ;  in 
blue  and  white,  by  Miintz. 

A  sprig  of  orange  flowers,  and  another  of  apple-blossoms ;  by  Cath^ 
line  lady  Walpole,  in  water-colours. 

A  bunch  of  white  roses  ;  by  ditto. 

Inside  of  a  church,  by  Steenwick. 

Four  more  views  of  ruins  ;  by  Lucatelli. 

A  Chinese  building,  designed  and  drawn  by  Mr^  Bentley  for  the 
comer  of  the  wood  at  Strawbeny-hiU,  where  the  chapel  now  stands; 
in  Indian  ink. 

The  Famese  Hercules,  in  wax ;  by  Gosset. 

Cleopatra,  in  water-colours ;  Italian. 

Mrs.  Beale,  and  her  son  Charles ;  heads  in  water-colours  by  her. . 

Profile  head  of  a  Magdalen,  a  coloured  print  by  Le  Blon. 

A  red  and  white  rose,  executed  in  feathers,  by  Werman  Cany. 

Bishop  Burnet,  in  robes  of  prelate  of  the  garter  ;  by  Mra^  Rose. 

Prince  Charles  of  Lorrain,  m  a  frame  of  tortoise-shell.. 

Then  pass  to  the  right  hand*. 

Over  the- window,  B.  Hoadley  bishop  of  Winchester,  in  wax;  by 
Gosset :  and 

Charles  Townsend,  chancellor  of  the  exchequer:  ditto. 

Boors  reading ;  Flemish.     It  was  in  Sir  Robert  Walpole's  collection. 

A  landscape :  by  Teniers. 

Two  more  views  of  ruins :  by  Lucatelli. 

The  arms  of  Sir  Robert  WaJpole  and  Catharine  Shorter,  cut  in  p«- 
per  on  looking-glass,  by  Bermingham. 

A  conversation,  after  Watteau,  in  water-colours ;  by  Mr.  Horace 
Walpole. 

Design  for  the  arms  of  the  two  clubs  at  White's ;  drawn  by  the  se- 
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cond  Lord  Edgecumbe,  and  invented  by  him,  Mr.  G.  A.  Sdwyn,  Mr. 
Geo.  J.  Willianis,  and  Mr.  Hor.  Walpole,  at  Strawberry-hill.  The 
arms  are  as  foUows:  Vert  (for  the  card-table)  on  a  chevron  sable  (for 
the  hazard-table)  two  rouleaus  of  guineas  in  saltire  between  two  dice 
proper,  the  chevron  between  three  parolis  at  Pharaoh,  proper ;  on  a  can- 
ton sable,  a  white  ballotting^'ball.  Crest,  an  arm  and  hand,  holding  a 
dice-box,  issuant  from  an  eari's  coronet.  Supporters,  an  old  and  a 
young  knave  of  clubs  (for  the  two  clubs.)  Motto,  cog-^t  amor  nummi. 
The  arms  surrounded  by  a  bottle-ticket  inscribed  elarety  in  the  manner 
of  an  order.  ^ 

A  king  fisher  and  ducks,  of  the  Battersea  enamel -/it  was  a  manu- 
fiictnre  stamped  with  a  copper-plate,  supported  by  Aldennan  Jansen, 
but  foiled. 

Charles  11.^  young,  in  armour,  with  the  garter;  aval  miniature. 

Mary  duchess  of  Beaufort ;  oval  miniature. 

Mr.  Congreve,  in  armour ;  oil. 

A  lady,  with  Italian  mottoes ;  in  a  round. 

A  firiar  and  lady  at  her  toilette :  by  Clinksted.. 

A  woman  hiding  her  lover  from  her  blind  husband :  by  ditto* 

A  woman  fointing  in  a  man's  arms ;  after  some  great  master :  D. 
Rawdon  fe.  1703. 

Mr.  Deacon's,  son,  by  him ;  unfinished. 

Drawing  by  Mtintz,  m  water-colours,  from  an  illuminadon  to  a  book 
of  Earl  Rivers  in  the  library  at  Lambeth,  and  firom  which  the  firontis- 
piece  was  taken  to  Mr.  Walpole's  Catalogue  of  Royal  and  Noble  Au- 
diors-  .         • 

At  the  end  of  the  closet  towards  the  Thames. 

Over  the  window,  inq)res8ian  of  the  ^eat  seal  of  Queen  Henrietta 
Maria ;  and 

Frederic  Prince  of  Wales,  in  wax :  by  Gosset 

Two  prints  of  old  Stocks-market,  and  Essex-court  in  the  Temple, 
coloured  by  Baudin. 

Head  of  James  first  of  Stanhope,  in  crayons.. 

Ditto  of  Mrs.  Sclater,  in  a  black  gauze  hood. 

Four  more  views,  by  LucateUi.     There  are  24  in  all. 

Sir  John  Shorter,  grandfather  of  Catherine  lady  Walpole  ;  in  cray- 
ons. He  was  lord  mayor  in  1688,  when  receiving  the  pope's  nuncio  ; 
in  the  city,  James  II.  gave  him  an  additional  quarter  to  his  arms ;  two 
years  before  he  had  been  one  of  the  most  distingui^ed  aldermen  on 
the  whig  side.     He  died  in  his  mayoralty.  ^ 

IsabeTla  Birkhead,  his  widow,  in  weeds.  They  are  buried  in  the 
church  of  St.  Saviour,  Southwark.  Vide  Maitland's  History  of  Lon- 
don. 

Mary  Bruce  duchess  of  Richmond :  by  Hamilton. 

Anne  Conway,  daughter  of  General  Conway  and  Lady  Ailesbury, 
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and  ^fe  of  John'Dsboder,  eldest  son  of  Joseph  lord  Milton;  by  Hanoi- 
ton. 

Octagon  of  Thomas  earl  of  Southampton,  in  his  robes ;  J3ttt  qucre 
whether  it  is  not  the  last  duke  of  Ormond  but  one  ? 

Henry  Howard  earl  of  Northampton ;  copied  in  water-colours  bj 
Hardinge ;  from  the  original  in  the  earl's  college  at  Greenwich. 

A  small  half-length  of  a  young  man,  octagon,  on  copper,  by  Fr.  Hals; 
from  Mr.  Jennings'  collection. 

Two  landscapes  in  soot- water ;  by  Mr.  Bentley. 

A  writing-box,  richly  carved  in  ivory. 

Two  blue  and  white  jars. 

A  red  velvet  coffer,  ornamented  with  silver,  and  containing  sx 
dram-bottles  of  the  old  Venetian  glass  flowered  with  gold  andenamet 
led  tops  ;  from  Mrs.  Kennon's  collection. 

A  temple  of  old  japan. 

Two  cups  and  saucers  of  Seve  china. 

A  small  table  of  ditto.  v 

Three  ebony  chairs. 

Small  bronze  bust  of  Caracalla.*  * 

Profile  of  Lady  Ailesbury,  in  wax :  by  her  daughter  Mrs.  Darner. 

Thomas  Seymour  lord  Sudley,  brother  of  the  protector  Somerset, 
copied  by  Lady  Lucan  firom  the  original  in  the  possession  of  the  Mar- 
quis of  Buckingham. 

Mary  Churchill,  second  wife  of  Charles  lord:  Cadogan ;  sinali  life  in 
oU,  by  W.  Stavely. 

A  washed  drawing  of  the  walnut-tree  covered  with  ivy  on  the  te^ 
race  at  Strawberry-hiU,  in  winter;  by  Lady  Diana  Beauclerc. 

Two  kittens  in  marble^  by  Mrs.  Damen 

TH£  BLUE  BEIVCHAMBER. 

Hung  with  plain  bhie  paper ;  a  linen  bed  ;  eight  chintz  chairs; » 
toilette  worked  by  Mrs.  Clive ;  a  looking-glass  in  a  tortoiseshell  frames 
ornamented  with  silver  ;  two  blue  and  white  square  candlestidcs  of  oU 
Delfl  ware :  an  ancient  lock  to  the  door j  richly  wrought  of  brass  and 
steel ;  and  a  cabinet  japanned  by  Lady  Walpole :  on  it  an.  ewer  and 
basin  of  blue  and  white  Seve  china ;.  under  it  a  blue  and  gold  cbina 
bottle. 

A  chimney-piece  was  designed  by  Mr.  Bentley.  Over  it. 
In  a  frame  of  black  and  gold  carved  by  Gibbons,  Sin  Robert  Wal- 
pole and  Cadierine  Shorter ;  small  whole  lengths ;  by  Eckardt,  after 
Zincke :  the  hounds  and  view  of  Houghton,  l)y  Wootton.  Sir  Robert 
is  sitting ;  by  him  on  a  table,  is  the  purse  of  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer, leaning  against  busts  of  George  L  and  IL  to.  denote  his  beinf 

*  In  the  capboards  in  this  closet  are  many  M3S»  particolarly  all  those  of  Vertoe. 
which  Mr.  Walpole  boo^  of  hi»  widow.. 
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first  minister  to  those  kings :  by  Lady  Walpole  are  flowers,  shells,  a 
pallet  and  pencils,  to  mark  her  love  of  the  arts.     On  the  chimney, 

A  boy  and  eirl  in  Seve  biscuit. 

Three  smalfflower-pots,  ditto. 

Two  cups  and  saucers,  ditto. 

Four  blue  and  white  cream-cups. 

In  the  bow  window,  some  very  beautiful  painted  glass. 

George  Henry  Seymour  Conway,  and  Caroline  countess  dowager ' 
of  Ailesbury,  his  wife  ;  their  daughter  Anne  sitting  on  the  ^ound  play- 
ing with  a  doff.     The  attitudes  and  dresses  taken  from  Watteau.     This, 
and  all  the  omer  pictures  in  this  room,  were  painted  by  Eckardt. 

Charles  Churchill,  and  Lady  Maria  Walpole,  his  wife,  with  their 
eldest  son  Charles ;  taken  from  the  picture  at  Blenheim,  of  Rubens, 
his  wife  and  child. 

Sir  Charles  Hanbury  Williams,  knight  of  the  bath. 

Mr.  Thomas  Gray  ;*  taken  from  the  portrait  of  a  musician  by  Van- 
dyck,  at  the  Duke  of  Grafton's. 

Mr.  Richard  Bentley ;  from  Vandyck.  He  holds  in  one  hand  his 
own  design  of  the  figure  of  Melancholy,  drawn  by  him  for  the  edition 
of  Mr.  Gray's  Odes. 

Mr.  Horace  Walpole ;  firom  Vandyck,  leaning  on  the  -^Edes  Walpo- 
lianae :  behind  him,  a  view  of  Strawberry-hill.  The  frames  are  of 
black  and  gold,  carred  after  those  to  Lombard's  prints  firom  Vandyck, 
but  with  emblems  peculiar  to  each  person. 

THE  B£D  BED-CHAMBER. 

Hung  with  crimson  paper ;  by  the  b6d,  a  crucifix  of  ivory :  an  ewer 
and  basin  of  Chantilli  porcelaine  ;  a  red  and  white  flower-pot,  cup, 
saucer,  and  sugar-dish,  of  Seve  porcelaine ;  crimson  Norwich  damasl^ 
chairs,  and  an  arm-chair  of  patch- work. 

Pictures  on  the  chimney-side : 

Gypsies  telling  a  countrv  maiden  her  fortune  at  the  entrance  of  a 
beech- wood  a  most  beautiral  drawing  in  water-colours,  designed  and 
executed  by  Lady  Diana  Beauclerc  m  1781 ;  the  chef-d'oeuvre  of  her 
works. 

A  drawing  in  Indian-ink  of  a  forest,  by  Mary  Danby,  first  married  to 
Mr.  Lockhart^  and  afterwards  to  General  Harcourt,  only  brother  of 
George  Simon  second  earl  of  Harcourt. 

An  old  beggar ;  by  Teniers. 

Heads  of  goats,  a  fine  sketch  by  Berghem  ;  firom  the  collection  of 
Wootton  the  painter. 

View  of  EUzabeth-Castle  m  Jersey  by  Muntz ;  in  oil. 

^  With  this  motto,  alludinor  loan  Ode  on  Eton,  which,  though  one  of  his  best 
prodacUoos,  was  his  first  published,  *'  Nee  Ucuit  popalis  parviun  te,  Nile,  videre.** 
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A  coloured  drawing,  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Gilpin. 
Maria  Walpole,  countess  of  Waldegrave  and  duchess  of  Gloucester, 
with  her  eldest  daughter,  Lady  Elizabeth  Laura ;  a  mezzotinto. 
A  moonlight  on  copper,  by  Bonus,  jun. 

Side  opposite  the  window. 

A  landscape,  by  Mullfais. 

Falconet,  the  painter's  wife,  by  him;  highly  finished. 

Mary  Kirk,  wife  of  Sir  Richard  Vernon,  known  by  the  name  of 
Warmetre,  in  the  Memoires  de  Grammont. 

Two  views  of  Richmond-hill,  and  1*wickenham,  from  Strawberry- 
hill,  by  Miintz ;  in  oil. 

Le  Comte  de  Grignan ;  a  print. 

Madame  de  Caylus,  niece  of  Madame  de  Maintenon ;  a  print. 

Two  old  men ;  an  Italian  sketch. 

The  original  drawing  of  Titus  Gates,  in  black  lead,  by  Roberf 
White  ;  a  present  from  Richard  Bull.  Es<j. 

A  head  of  the  duke  d'Epemon,  favounte  of  Henry  IIL,  padnted  on 
oriental  alabaster;  a  present  from  Colonel  St.  Paul,  charge  d'afiaires 
at  Paris. 

A  print  of  the  Princess  Sophia,  eldest  daughter  of  their  royal  high- 
nesses William  Henry  and  Maria,  duke  and  duchess  of  Gloucester. 

The  father  of  Pope  as  he  lay  dead ;  drawn  by  his  father-in-law, 
Samuel  Cooper:  bought  by  Richardson,  junior,  at  the  sale  of  Mrs. 
Martha  Blount,  to  whom  Pope  had  bequeathed  this  and  the  three  fol- 
lowing. 

Mrs.  Editha  Cooper,  mother  of  Pope ;  by  John  Richardson,  senior. 

Mr.  Pope  himself;  ditto. 

Henry  St.  John,  Viscount  Bolingbroke ;  ditto. 

Sketch  by  Kent,  for  a  niche  in  Mr,  Fairfax's  house  in  Saville-row. 

On  the  sides  of  the  window: 

Madame  de  Prie,  mistress  of  the  due  de  Bourbon,  prime  minister  in 
the  minority  of  Louis  XV.  in  crayons ;  she  died  of  vexation  at  the  dis- 
^ce  of  the  duke :  a  present  from  Madame  du  Defiand,  who  was  in- 
timate with  her. 

The  four  seasons,  heads  of  boys  in  rounds;  Italian :  a  present  fix>m 
the  due  de  Nivemois. 

Macbeth  in  the  witches'  cave ;  a  print. 

Four  drawings  of  humour,  washed,  by  Elias  Martin. 

An  ancient  illuminated  drawing. 

A  landscape,  view  in  Jersey,  by  Mr.  Bentley ;  in  oil.* 

A  young  lady  reading  the  Castle  of  Otranto  to  her  companion ;  a 
graceful  and  expressive  drawing,  done  for  a  present  to  Mr.  W.,  by 

*  In  this  piece  Mr.  Benlley  bat  represented  bioMelf  aod  bis  second  wift  oa  tte 
sea  shore. 
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Layinia  Bingham,  eldest  daughter  of  Lady  Lucan,  the  celebrated 
copyist,  and  since  married  to  Lord  Althoip. 

A  fine  drawing  in  water-colours,  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Gilpin. 

Sophia  Dorothea,  wife  of  George  the  First;  copied  by  Hardinge 
from  the  original  which  Princess  Amelie  bequeathed  to  her  nephew, 
the  Landgraye  of  Hesse,  and  which  George  the  second  hung  up  in 
Leicester-house  as  soon  as  he  heard  of  his  father's  death. 

A  small  head  of  Oldham,  the  poet,  in  oil ;  as  clear  a^d  fine  as  Van* 
dyck.     It  had  been  in  the  collection  of  Mr.  Dinely. 

A  view  of  Lady  Di  Beauclerc's  villa  at  Twickenham,  by  Sam. 
Lyons,  Esq. 

ON  THE  STAIRCASE. 

In  a  niche,  the  armour  of  Francis  I.  king  of  France,  of  steel  gilt, 
and  covered  withbas-reliefi  in  a  fine  taste :  his  lance  is  of  ebony  imaid 
.with  silver ;  his  sword  steel,  beautifully  inlaid  with  gold,  probably  the 
work  of  Benvenuto  Cellini :  there  is  also  the  armour  for  the  horse's 
head.  This  very  valuable  suit  of  armour  was  purchased  firom  the 
Crozat  collection  in  1772,  on  the  death  of  the  Baron  de  Thiers,  when 
the  Czarina  bought  the  fine  collection  of  pictures  and  bronzes.  Over 
against  it, 

Henry  V.  and  his  family ;  bought  in  1773,  at  the  sale  of  James  Westf 
president  of  the  Royal  Society.  See  a  description  and  print  of  this 
picture  in  the  first  volume  of  the  Anecdotes  of  Painting  in  England. 
This  picture  came  out  of  Stafford-house,  or  Tart-hall,  Westminster : 
and  I  imagine  that  this,  and  the  two  others  of  Henry  VI.  and  VH. 
were  done  by  order  of  Henry  VH.  in  honour  of  the  house  of  Lancas- 
ter. I  have  heard  that  that  of  Henry  VI.  came  out  of  the  palace  of 
Shene. 

Henry  VIII.  aged  29,  and  Charles  V.  aged  20,  in  one  picture,  fix)m 
Mr.  West's  collection.  Behind  Charles  V.  are  two  figures,  probably 
designed  for  his  grandfather,  and  father,  the  Emperor  Maximilian,  and 
Philip. 

Two  shields  of  leather,  for  tournaments,  painted  by  Polidore ;  one 
has  the  head  ^of  Medusa,  the  other  of  Perseus :  on  the  insides  are  bat- 
tles in  gold.  They  came  out  of  the  collection  of  Commendatore  Vit- 
toria  at  Naples,  and  were  sent  to  Mr.  W.  by  Sir  W.  Hamilton,  with 
a  third  of  iron,  representing  the  story  of  Curtius,  but  certainly  not 
antique,  as  there  is  a  cannon  and  an  embattled  tower  at  a  distance. 

Over  the  middle  arcade  is  a  curious  ancient  head  of  Henry  HI. 
carved  in  alto-relievo  on  oak,  from  the  church  of  Barnwell,  near 
Oundle,  in  Northamptonshire,  which  he  endowed*  This  head  is  vexy 
like  to  the  effigies  on  his  tomb,  and  to  that  in  painted  glass  in  the 
chapel  here  at  Strawberry-hill. 

Monamy  the  painter  showing  a  sea-piece  to  Mr.  Thomas  Walker,  a 
collector  of  pictures ;  small  life ;  the  figures  by  Hogarth,  the  sea-piece 
by  Monamy.     A  present  from  Richard  Bull,  Esq. 

A  Persian  shield,  over  the  door  into  the  blue  room. 
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All  ancient  dish  of  fiiyence,  over  the  door  of  the  red  room. 

Top  of  a  warming-pan  that  belonged  to  Charles  11.  with  his  aims 
and  this  motto,  "  Sarve  God  and  live  for  ever."  As  the  date  on  it  is 
1660,  with  C.  R.,  it  probably  was  used  for  his  majesty  and  the 
Duchess  of  Cleveland. 

Wootton  the  painter,  his  wife  and  children ;  small  life,  painted  bj 
Gav.  Hamilton. 

THE  ABMOURY 

Is  an  open  vestibule  of  three  gothic  arches,  lighted  by  a  window 
entirely  of  painted  glass,  and  ornamented  over  the  doors  and  niches 
with  quarterings  of  &e  family  of  WiJpole,  painted  by  Grant. 

Two  suits  of  armour,  on  one  of  which  is  the  mark  of  a  bullet;  two 
helmets ;  a  gauntlet ;  a  round  leathern  quiver ;  and  two  pair  of  stir- 
rups; from  Coombe,  near  Kingston,  in  Surrey,  which  seat  formerly  be> 
longed  to  the  great  Richard  Neville  earl  of  Warwick.  These  antf 
therefore  probably  were  part  of  those  which  served  his  troops  when 
he  marched  to  Westminster  to  awe  the  parliament  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  the  Sixth. 

A  beautiful  Persian  shield,  made  of  a  rhinoceros's  hide  tanned, 
enamelled,  and  almost  transparent. 

An  Indian  scimitar,  the  handles  and  ornaments  of  silver,  m  a  gnen 
vdvet  case,  and  a  dagger  of  the  same ;  given  by  a  nabob  to  G^ 
Morton  Pitt^  governor  of  Fort  St.  George,  and  by  his  widow  to  m 
Walpole. 

An  Indian  sword,  the  blade  waiving  and  damasked,  the  scabbard 
of  wood  twisted  with  cane,  the  hilt  an  owl  carved  in  wood. 

Two  Indian  quivers,  full  of  arrows. 

An  Indian  lance,  the  head  of  wood  double-barbed  and  delicatdj 
wrought,  that  it  might  break  into  splinters  in  a  wound. 

Several  other  lances,  spears,  and  Indian  bows. 

An  Indian  bow,  painted. 

An  Indian  scimitar  in  a  japan  scabbard. 

Four  broad  swords. 

A  collar  set  with  spikes,  for  a  wild  beast. 

Five  pieces  of  a  coat  of  mail. 

An  Indian  pouch  made  of  beads  and  hair ;  a  girdle,  ditto ;  a  collar, 
ditto  ;  and  two  leather  shoes,  ornamented,  ditto. 

An  eastern  powder  horn  of  steel  and  bronze,  richly  graved,  and 
hung  to  a  chain  with  a  tablet  of  bronze,  characters  in  the  middle  (m> 
red  ground. 

An  Indian  mace,  inlaid  with  brass. 

A  hatchet,  ditto.  These  three  from  the  collection  of  Mons.  JoliemK 
at  Paris. 

Two  halberds  from  the  old  house  at  Houghton. 

An  American  calmut;  a  warrior's  wreatih;  and  a  neck  ornament: 
presents  from  Governor  Pownall. 


An  ancient  n^sket,  richly  ca^ed ;  a  present '£K>m  Moses  Franks, 
Esq. 

Another  ancient  musket  and  pistol  inlaid  with  ivory ;  from  the  col- 
lection of  Mr.  Scott. 

A  tall  ossuarium  with  bas-reliefs,  a  sacrifice  and  tripods. 

Another,  curious  for  being  a  double  one ;  the  inscriptions, 


VIBIA.  p.  L. 
ASIATICE. 
VIXIT.      ^ 

ANN.  xxn. 


p.  VIBIYS. 
P.  0.  L. 

MODfiSTVS. 


Head  of  Isis,  small  model  in  terra-cotta  by  Mrs.  Damer,  which  she 
executed  in  large  in  ^one  for  the  bridge  at  Uenley. 

An  ancient  l^ittle-axe  and  a  bandeher. 

A  curious  Royal  lock,  made  as  early  as  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VII., 
£rQm  one  of  the  palaces;  a  present  from  Thomas  AsUe,  Esq. 

THE  J.IBRARY. 

The  books  are  ranged  within  Gothic  arches  of  pierced  work,  taken 
fJrom  a  side-door  case  to  the  choir  in  Dugdale'sSt.  Paul's.  The  doors 
themselves  were  designed  by  Mr.  Chute.  The  chimney-piece  is  imi- 
tated firotn  the  tomb  (rf  John  of  Eltham  earl  of  Cornwall,  in  Westmin- 
ster Abbey :  the  stone- work  ifrom  that  of  Thomas  duke  of  Clarence,  at 
Canterbury.  An  ancient  curfeu,  or  couvre-feu,  from  Mr.  Grostling's 
collection.  The  ceiling  was  painted  by  Clermont,  fix)m  Mr.  Wat 
pole's  design  drawn  out  by  Mr.  Bentley.  In  the  middle  is  the  shield 
of  Walpole  surrounded  with  the  quarters  borne  by  the  family.  At 
each  end  in  a  round  is  a  knight  on  horseback,  in  the  manner  of  ancient 
seals ;  that  next  to  the  window  bears  the  arms  of  Fitz  Osbert,  the  other 
of  Robsart.  At  the  four  comers  are  shields,  helmets,  and  mantles : 
on  one  shield  is  a  large  H,  on  another  a  W,  sentee  of  cross  crosslets, 
in  imitatipn  of  an  ancient  bearing  of  the  Howards  in  Blomfield's  Nor- 
folk. On  another  shield  is  the  Saracen's  head,  the  crest  of  the  family, 
but  here  the  Catherine-wheel  is  above  the  cap,  not  on  it;  having  been 
so  borne  by  the  Robsarts,  as  appears  from  the  tomb  of  Lodowic  Rob- 
sart lord  Bourchier,  in  Westminster  Abbey.  On  the  fourth  shield  is 
an  antelope,  one  of  Lord  Orford's  supporters,  with  the  arms  about  his 
neck,  resting  under  a  tree,  as  in  old  devices.  On  either  side  is  tiie 
motto  of  the  family,  Fari  qua  seniiat;  and  at  the  ends,  m.dcc.liv.  the 
year  in  which  this  room  was  finished,  expressed  in  Gothic  letters  ;  the 
whole  on  a  mosiac  ground. 

The  large  window  and  the  two  rose  windows  have  a  great  deal  of 
fine  painted  glass,  particulariy.  Faith,  Hope,  and  Charity,  whole 
figures  in  coloure ;  a  large  shield  with  the  arms  of  England,  and 
heads  of  Charles  I.  and  Charles  H. 
vol-  n. — 40 
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On  one  side  of  the  window,  a  landscape  by  Polemberg.  Oj^mte 
to  it, 

Christina  queen  of  Sweden,  in  her  usual  dress,  partly  male,  partlj 
female ;  a  curious  drawing  with  a  pen  by  Steph.  de  la  Bella. 

Over  the  chimney,  an'  ancient  and  valuable  piece,  representing  the 
marriage  of  Henry  VI.  of  which  see  a  description  in  the  Anecdotes  of 
Painting.  Above  it  are  that  king's  arms,  the  red  rose  crowned,  and 
Queen  Margaret's  arms  in  a  lozenge.  On  each  side,  two  bronze  m^ 
dallions  of  me  Malatestas,  sovereigns  of  Rimini. 

A  girl  and.  cat,  in  water-colours,  copied  by  Mr.  Walpole  from  Ro- 
salba. 

A  boy  with  a  flute,  by  ditto,  from  a  picture  of  Cavalier  Lati,  at 
Houghton. 

Sir  Robert  Walpole,  when  a  boy,  in  crayons. 

Sir  Edward  Walpole,  knight  of  the  bath,  grandfather  of  Sir  Ro- 
bert ;  in  oil. 

Henry  Duke  of  Richmond,  natural  son  of  Henry  VHI.  in  his  shirt 
and  night-cap,  which  is  embroidered  with  black;  a'^ miniature. 

Mary,  sole  daughter  and  heiress  of  Thomas  lord  Fairfax,  wife  of 
George  Villiers  second  duke  of  Buckingham :  a  miniature  by  Cooper. 

The  Queen  of  Bohemia,  daughter  of  James  I. :  ditto,  by  Isaac  Oh- 
ver. 

Sir  Francis  Drake :  ditto,  by  HiUiard. 

Charles  Howard,  earl  of  Nottingham,  the  great  admiral,  aet.  37 ;  bj 
Isaac  Oliver. 

Lady  Penelope  Compton,  daughter  of  Spencer  earl  of  Northamp- 
ton, and  wif<?  of  Sir  £d\y^ard  Nicholas,  secretary  of  state,  by  Cooper. 

Count  Gondomar,  a  fine  head  in  oil ;  small. 

A  print  of.  King  Stanislaus  in  his  old  age,  coloured  and  dressed 
with  silks  after  the  clothes  he  wore :  a  present.from  Mrs.  Darner. 

A  Roman  simpulum  in  bronze. 

Two  bronze  antique  lamps  and  chains. 

One  ditto,  modem,  with  a  triton. 

A  cow,  ditto. 

An  ancient  brass  padlock  in  the  shape  of  a  hand. 

A  ^eyhound  in  bronze  to  keep  down  papers. 

A  silver  standisb  that  was  Sir  Robert  Walpole's,  with  his  arms. 

Pictures  over  the  Book-cases : 

Lady  Fairbome,  daughter  of  Sir Rookesby,  and  wife  of  Sir 

Stafford  Fairbome ;  in  red :  niece  of 

Catherine,  daughter  of  Edward  Darcy,  Esq.  and  wife  of  Sir  Ens- 
mus  I%ilips,  of  Picton  Castle  in  Pembrokeshire,  grandmother  of  Ca- 
dierine  lady  Walpole,  whom  she  educated. 

Sir  John  Shorter,  lord  Mayor  of  London  in  1688 ;  in  black. 

Isabella  Birkhead,  his  wife. 
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Fraacis  Seymaur  Conway /earl  .of  Hertford^  and  knight  of  the 
gatter;  by  Astley,  after  Liotard. 

Lady  Isabella  Fitzroy,  youngest  daughter  of  Charles  second  duke 
of  Grafton,  and  wife  of  Francis  earl  of  Hertford ;  by  Eckardt,  after 
Vanloo. 

Henry  Seymour  Conway,  only  brother  of  Lord  Hertford,  in  armour ; 
by  Eckardt. 

Charlotte,  second^  daughter  of  John  Shorter  of  Bybrook  in  Kent, 
and  third  wjfe  of  Francis  lord  Conway ;  in  yellow. 

Thomas  Shorter,  second  son  of  Sir  John  Shorter ;  in  brown, 

John  Shorter,  Esq.,  of  Bybrook  in  Kent,  eldest  son  of  Sir  John 
Shorter;  in  red. 

John  Shorter,  in  armour,  eldest  son  of  the  foregoing,  and  bro- 
ther of 

Catherine  Shorter,  eldest  daughter  of  John  Shorter  of  Bybrook,  and 
first  wife  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  afterwards  earl  of  Orford :  a  copy 
after  old  Dahl. 

A  clock  of  silver  gilt,  richly  chased,  engraved  and  ornamented  with 
fleurs  de  lys,  little  heads,  &c. :  on  the  top  sits  a  lion  holding  the  arms  of 
England,  which  are  also  on  the  sides.  This  was  a  present  from  Henry 
Vlfi,  to  Anne  Boleyn ;  and  since,  from  Lady  Elizabeth  Germaine  to 
Mr.  Walpole.  On  the  weights  are  the  initial  letters  of  Henry  and 
Anne,  within  true  lovers'  knots ;  at  top,  Dieu  et  mon  droit. 

A  semicircular  ossuarium,  an  uncommon  form :  in  the  pediment,  a 
tripod  supported  by  grifons :  at  each  comer,  a  homed  head  of  a  man 
and  a  bin!  ;  a  festoon  hangs  from  the  horns  of  the  men,  on  which  are 
two  more  birds :  the  inscription, 

,.  p.  LENILIO 

,  MARTIALI 

POSVIT  FORTVNATVS ' 
PATRONO  SVO  B.  M. 

A  square  ossuarium ;  heads  of  rams,  a  festoon  and  birds ;  the  in- 
scription, 

D.  Q.  I.  c.  L.  M. 

FECIT  MCEEl 

CAEIIAPRI 

MIGENIAPD. 

These  two  urns  were  in  the  cdlection  of  Doctor  Meade. 
An  ossuarium,  adorned  on  the  fi-ont  and  sides  with  ivy  and  birds 
drinldng  out  of  a  vase ;  the  inscription,. 

D.  TI.  CL.  M.  SVCCESSO.  FILIO.  PIENTISSIMO  QVI. 
ANN.  V^X.  XIIX.  PARENTES  FEC. 
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Three  more,  square  ;  and  one  round  with  a  bird  on  the  cover. 

The  fishing  eagle,  modelled  in  terra-cotta,  the  size  of  Kfe.  This 
bird  was  taken  in  Lord  Melbourn's  park  at  Brocket  Hall,  and  in 
taking  it  one  of  the  wings  was  almost  cut  off,  and  Mrs.  Damer  saw  it 
in  that  momentary  rage,  which  she  remembered  and  has  executed  ex- 
actly. She  has  written  her  own  name  in  Greek  on  the  base,  and  Mr. 
W.  added  this  line^ 

Non  me  Praxiteles  finzit.  at  Anna  Damer,  1787. 
Rare  Books  of  Printg  and  Drawings  in  the  Library : 

Thuanus,  the  large  edition  in  14  volumes,  enriched  with  beauliftl 
{Mrints  of  the  best  impressions,  containing  portraits  of  the  principal  per- 
sonages. .   This  set  was  collected  by  Sir  Clement  Cotterel  Dormer. 

iEdes  Walpolianae,  the  original  drawings,  with  every  print  that  has 
been  engraved  from  the  pictures  and  with  other  prints  and  drawings 
of  houses  and  buildings  that  belonged  to  Sir  Robert  Walpole  and  the 
family  of  Walpole. 

A  collection  of  initial  letters  from  the  beginning  of  printing,  will 
some  drawings  of  heads  of  the  first  printers ;  collected  by  Mr.  Ames, 
author  of  the  Typographical  Antiquities. 

SSr  Julius  Caesar's  travelling  library,  containing  44  small  volumes 
in  Latin  inclosed  in  a  case  the  size  of  a  folio. 

Faithome'6  works,  most  beautiful  impressions ;  folio. 

Hogarth^s  ditto ;  the  most  complete  set  of  his  works  that  is  known, 
with  some  of  his  original  drawings. 

Mr.  Henry  Bunbury's  ditto,  in  two  volumes. 

Vertue's  ditto,  in  two  large  folios. 

Tenier's  ditto. 

Twenty-one  large  volumes  of  prints  after  different  ^eat  masters. 

A  volume  of  drawings  by  Mr.  Sam.  Scott  and  Mr^  Miintz. 

Three  volumes  of  Hollar^s  prints. 

Drawings  of  the  Florentine  gallery. 

Prints  from  pictures,  antiquities,  and  curiosities,  at  StrawbeftJ- 
hill. 

Drawings  by  Italian  masters,  bound  m  red  morocco,  3  vols. 

Drawings  and  prints  of  heads  of  English  painters  and  artists,  in  two 
volumes  folio  :  very  curious. 

Twelve  large  folios  of  English  heads,  bound  in  vellum,  and  ranged 
according  to  the  reign  of  each  king. 

Five  larger  of  the  reign  of  George  III.,  and  an  additional  volume 
of  heads  of  different  reigns,  collected  since. 

A  volume  of  heads,  antiquities,  monuments^  views,  &c.  by  Vcrtue 
and  others. 

Designs  by  Mr.  Richard  Bentley,  bound  in  marble  and  gilt 

Ditto  by  Rembrandt,  Van  Huysum,  &c. 

Procession  of  knights  of  the  garter,  temp.  Queen  Elizabeth,  copied 
by  Vertue  from  the  originals  by  Mark  Garrard. 
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Sevieniana,  or  a  collection  of  portraits  of  several  persons  mentioneci 
in  the  Eetters  of  Madame  de  Sevign^. 

A  book  of  French  portraits  in  the  time  of  Francis  I.  It  belo  nged 
-to  Brantome,  who  has  inscribed  the  names  of  several  of  the  per  sons. 
From  the  collection  of  Monsieur  Mariette  at  Paris. 

A  large  volume  bound  in  red  morocco  and  gold,  containing  etchings 
by  various  persons  of  quality. 

A  lar^e  book  of  miscellaneous  drawings  by  various  masters,  ancient 
and  modem. 

Curious  Books  in  the  Glass  Closet  in  the  Library. 

Mr.  Bentley's  original  designs  for  Mr.  Gray's  Poems,  bound  in  red 
morodco  and  gilt.. 

Six  views  after  nature  in  Indian-ink,  by  Bernard  Lens. 

A  book  of  patterns  for  old  point  lace ;  exceedingly  rare. 

Baker  on  Learning,  with  MS.  notes. 

Holbein's  prints  for  the  Bible,  with  French  verses  by  Nicholas  Bor- 
bonius. 

Drawings  of  all  the  Spintrian  medals;  from  Sir  Clem.  Cotterel's 
library. 

Apologia  de  Jehan  Chastel :  very  rare. 

Milton's  Paradise  Lost,  given  by  the  duke  of  Whartcm  to  Lady  Marj- 
Wortley  Montagu,  who  has  written  verses  in  the  first  leaf. 

A  missal,  engraved  on  copper-plates  at  Venice. 

D'Eon's  Letters,  with  prints  of  the  principal  persons :  quarto. 

Callot's  pocket-book,  with  a  great  number  of  exquisite  original 
drawings  by  himself:  a  present  to  Mr.  Walpole  from  his  brother  Ro^ 
bert,  earl  of  Orford:  very  valuable. 

Bizarie  di  varie,  figure  di  Giavarv  Batista  Bracelli,.  pittore  Fiorentino 
al  HI"*.  S.  Don  Pietro  Medici:  1624.  This  most  rare*  and  sbgular 
book  contains  prints  of  human  figures,  formed  by  the  strangest  mate- 
rials, as  diamonds,  hoops,  bladders,  pieces  of  carpentry,  battle-doo^s, 
kitchen-stuff,  &c.,  &c.  It  seems  to  be  the  composition  of  a  mad-man, 
but  the  dirawings  are  masterly,  and  the  attitudes  most  noble. 

Le  tombeau  de  Marguerite  de  Valois,  with  verges  by  three  daughters 
of  the  protector  duke  of  Somerset:  very  scarce. 

The  pocket-book,  with  his  expenses,  of  Robert  Walpole,  father  of 
Sir  Robert  Walpole. 

Accounts  of  Blenheim,  Stowe,  Wilton,  and  other  places,  with  MS. 
notes  by  Mr.  Horace  Walpole :  tied  in  one  parcel. 

A  German  book  with  prints,  coloured,  of  Charles  V.  and  the  Ger- 
man princes  of  his  time. 

The  arms  of  the  knights  of  the  gwter  made  by  Richard  IIL  in  their 
proper  colours,  and  bound  in  red  velvet:  a  present  from  Walter  Ro- 
bertson, mayor  of  Lynn. 

Description  of  Wilton,  with  drawings  and  notes  by  Vertue. 

A  book  of  heads  and  sketches,  by  Vertue. 

40^ 
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A  complete  set  of  the  books  printed  at  Strawbeny-^iill. 

A  book  of  drawing  of  vases,  bas-reliefs,  and  other  antiquities. 

Catalogue  of  the  Harleian  collection^  with  the  prices,  and  drawings 
of  some  of  the  curiosities  by  Vertue. 

Dr.  Percy^s  book  of  the  earl  of  Northumberland's  house*hold* 

Two  books  of  swan-marks,  on  vellum :  extremely  rare.    . 

A  book  of  designs  of  buildings,  by  John  Chute,  Esq.,  of  the  Vbe* 

Drawings  of  churches,  monuments,  &c.,  by  Sir  Charles  Frederick 
and  Smart  LethuUier,  Esq.,  in  3  vols.,  folio. 

A  thin  folio,  containing  35  prints,  aft^  grotesque  paintings. 

The  Iliad  and  Odyssy,  the  very  books  from  which  Pope  made  his 
translations :  in  one  of  the  volumes  is  a  view  of  Twickei^am,  drawn 
by  Pope. 

Three  illuminated  missals. 

Whiston's  Life,  with  MS.  index  of  the  principal  passages. 

Sir  T.  More's  Life,  with  marginal  writmg  by  I^lip,  earl  of  Pem- 
broke. 

The  Charter  of  Forests,  one  of  the  original  copies,  finely  preserved, 
with  the  ^eat  seal  of  Edward  L  appendant;  found  at  Haclaiey  1743, 
among  wntings  of  the  ancient  family  erf  Shoreditch,  by  Robert  Bygrave; 
presented  by  him  to  Sir  Edward  Walpole,  and  by  him  to  his  brother 
Horace. 

Bathoe's  catalo^es  of  the  collections  of  Charles  I.,  James  II.,  aad 
the  duke  of  Buckmgham,  and  their  portraits,  and  large  additions  and 
notes  by  Mr.  Walpole. 

Catalogue  of  the  pictures  belonging  to  the  crown,  temp.  Annse,  MS. 
A  present  from  Mr.  Topham  Beauclerc. 

Two  large  volumes  of  catalo^es  of  all  the  exhibitions,  from  the  fint 
to  the  end  of  the  year  1780,  with  MS.  notecL 

Catalogue  of  the  Twenty-Five  most  precious  Coins  and  Mcdak 
in  the  rose- wood  case. 

1.  A  unique  crown  of  Kmg  Edward  VI.  bought  at  Lord  Oxford's 
sale  in  1742, 

2.  Medal  of  Pope  Julius  III.  in  silver,  struck  on  the  restoration  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  religion  in  England  bv  Queen  Mary. 

3.  A  satirical  silver  medal  struck  in  Holland.  On  the  obsenre,  the 
head  of  Oliver  Cromwell  laureated  in  armour.  On  the  reverse  he  is 
kneeling  in  the  lap  of  Britannia,  with  his  breeches  down;  the  French 
and  Spanish  ambassadors  are  contending  which  shall  kiss  first;  the 
former  says  to  tixe  latter,  "  Retire  toy,  Fhonneur  appartient  au  roi  o^ 
mattre,  Louis  le  Grand."  Very  scarce:  firom  Lord  Oxford's  coDe^ 
tion. 

4.  A  silver  medal ;  on  one  side  the  head  of  Queen  Mary  of  £Bglnn<|f 
on  the  other  of  Philip  II.,  both  in  alto-relievo,  and  of  the  most  exqui- 
site workmanship.  It  was  a  triaJ-piece,  and  is  certainly  the  finest  mo- 
dem metal  known.    It  was  bought  by  Mr.  Walpole  in  Italy. 
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5.  A  large  gold  medal  of  Henry  Vm.  On  the  reverse,  his  titles  in 
Hebrew j  Greek,  and  Latin.  It  is  the  first  medal  of  the  English  series. 
From  Lord  Oxford's  collection. 

6.  A  silver  medal  on  the  destruction  of  the  Spanish  armada.  See 
an  account  of  this  medal,  and  the  preceding,  in  Evelyn.  From  the 
saime  collection.  . 

7.  Coin  of  young  King  Henry,  son  of  Henry  II.     From  ditto. 

8.  Fine  gilt  coin  of  Pope  Paul  HI.  Reverse,  a  Ganemede,  admi- 
rably drawn:  this  beautifiu  coin  was  the  work  of  Michael  Angelo  Buo- 
naroti.     From  the  collection  of  Baron  Stosch. 

9.  Silver  medal  of  Lord  Treasurer  Southampton;  by  Abraham 
Simon. 

10.  Gold  fragment  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  last  broad  piece,  described 
in  the  Royal  and  Noble  Authors.  Unique :  from  the  Oxford  collec- 
tion. 

11.  Gold  medal  of  Nero  Claudius  Dnjsus:  reverse,  trophies,  De 
Germanis^. 

12.  Gold  medal  of  Trajan :  reverse,  his  forum.  These  two  are  very 
rare. 

13.  Gold  medal  of  Marc  Antony:  reverse,  the  head  of  Octavia,  the 
only  one  of  her  known,  which  makes  this  medal  of  the  highest  value. 

14.  Groki  medal  of  Otho :  very  scarce,  and  finely  preserved. 

15.  Ditto  of  Pertinax:  not  only  very  rare,  but  in  the  most  exquisite 
preservation. 

16.  Copper  coin  of  King  Ferdinand  of  Naples ;  a  pun  on  the  reverse ; 
his  arms,  a  horse;  the  motto,  EquUas  regni. 

17.  Silver  coin  of  Eustace,  son  of  I&ng  Stephen :  very  rare ;  from 
Lord  Oxford's  collection. 

18.  A  silver  half-<;;rown  of  Pope  Clement  XI.  Reverse,  the  pan- 
theon. 

19.  Copper  medal  of  Pope  Gregory  XIII.,  on  the  correction  of  the 
calendar:  the  reverse,  which  is  in  beautiful  taste,  was  designed  by 
Parmegiano. 

SO.  Silver  medal  of  the  same  pope,  on  the  massacre  of  St.  Barthe- 
lemi :  on  the  reverse,  the  destroying  angel  murdering  the  protestants ; 
the  legend  Hugonotorum  Strages,  This  scandalous  medal  was  called 
in,  and  the  die  broken ;  which  has  made  it  veryuncommon. 

21.  A  silver  coin  struck  by  the  Republic  of  Florence  when  they  de- 
clared Jesus  Christ  their  king,  to  keep  off  the  pope :  from  Baron  Stosch's 
collection :  extremely  rare. 

22.  Copper  medai  of  Lorenzo  of  Medici,  who  stabbed  Duke  Alex- 
ander: the  reverse  copied  from  Brutus's  medal,  with  the  cap  of  liberty 
between  two  daggers;  the  legend,  vin.  Id.  Jan.     Very  rare. 

23.  Copper  medal  of  Clement  VII.  Reverse,  Joseph  and  his 
brethren:  designed  by  Raphael. 

24.  Coin  of  Theodore,  king  of  Corsica:  rare. 

25.  Brass  satirical  medal  of  Queen  Anne:  reverse,  the  queen  and 
Lady  Masham  embracing;  motto,  Ml  for  Lave. 
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Mr.  walpole's  bed-chamber — ^two  pair  of  stairs. 

ITie  chimney-piece  was  designed  by  Mr.  Chute,  and  has  ^at 
grace.  In  the  window,  composed  of  seven  lights,  are  several  curious 
pieces  of  painted  glass :  as,  the  arms  of  Anne  Boleyn,  with  the  quar- 
terings,  which  the  king  allowed  her  to  bear,  of  the  families  from  which 
she  was  descended,  though  with  no  right  of  quartering;  a  large  lion 
coloured ;  four  large  angels  in  black  and  white ;  cypher  and  portcullis 
of  King  Edward ;  arms  of  Chnton  and  Ratcliffe ;  fine  heads,  in  black 
and  white,  of  Charlemagne,  Prince  William,  and  Prince  Maurice  of 
Orange,  &c. 

Over  the  chimney,  View  of  the  Vine  in  Hampshire,  the  seat  of  Johii 
Chute,  Esq.,  by  Miintz. 

A  small  print  of  Mr.  Andrew's  Gothic  house,  near  Donnington-cas- 
tle  and  Spine-hill,  Berkshire ;  designed  by  John  Chute,  Esq. 

Fifteen  small  drawings  of  English  and  French  comedians:  by  Fesch. 

View  of  the  gate  of  St.  Edmund,  at  Bury. 

A  fable,  in  cut  paper,  on  looking-glass:  by  Bermingham. 

Over  the  door.  Head  of  John  Chute,  Esq. :  by  Muntz,  after  Pompeio 
Battoni. 

La  Signora  Elisabetta  Capponi  Grifoni,  a  Florentine  beauty:  by 
Ferd.  Richter,  1741. 

Patapan,  a  Roman  dog,  belonging  to  Mr.  Walpole ;  by  Wootton. 

Doctor  Conyers  Middleton ;  by  Eckardt. 
,  Doctor  Thomas  Ashton,  fellow  of  Eton-college ;  by  ditto.    He  died 
in  1775. 

A  man  and  woman,  in  water-colours,  after  Watteau ;  by  Mr.  WaN 
pole. 

A  rural  ball,  after  Watteau ;  by  ditto. 

Catherine  Walpole,  eldest  daughter  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole ;  small 
head,  in  oil. 

Horace  Walpole,  when  a  child,  in  a  white  frock;  in  crayons. 

A  sprig  of  orange,  in  water-colours ;  by  Lady  Walpole. 

A  bunch  of  flowers,  ditto ;  by  Lady  Anne  Conway,  eldest  dau^tcr 
of  Lord  Hertford,  and  wife  of  the  Earl  of  Drogheda. 

Drawing  of  Rembrandt's  mother,  from  the  picture  at  Windsor, 
called  the  Countess  of  Desmond ;  by  Muntz. 

Prints,  of  the  House  of  Commons  and  warrant  for  beheading  Charles 
L,  iriscribed  with  a  pen.  Major  charta ;  of  Etheheda  Lady  Townsbend; 
of  Lord  Chatham ;  Lord  HoDand ;  Lord  and  Lady  StndSToid ;  Mr.  H. 
Walpole ;  and  le  Compte  de  Guerchy. 

A  cat,  in  an  ebony  frame. 

A  landscape  by  Mr.  Tavcmer,  exactly  in  the  manner  of  Caspar 
Poussin. 

In  the  Plaid  Bed-chamber,  in  the  South  Tower,  is  the  portrait  of 
Henry  Walpole,  the  Jesuit,  who  was  executed  for  attemptinff  to  poison 
Queen  Hizabeth.  He  is  crowned  with  glory,  and  holos  a  palm- 
branch,  the  emblem  of  martyrdom;  the  arms  of  the  hsxAj  in  one  cot- 
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ner.  This  picture  came  fiDm  Mr.  Walpol^s,  of  Liiicolft^irc,.the  last 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  branch  of  the  family,  who  died  about  the  year 
1748.  ^ 

V 

THE  STAR-CHAKBER 

Is  a  small  anti-room,  painted  green,  with  golden  stars  in  mosaic. 
It  has  a  large  window  entirely  of  painted  glass;  two  triangular  chairs 
taken  from  a  piece  6f  glass  in  Mr.  Walpole's  bed-chamber ;  two  small 
Welch  armed  chairs,  painted  blue  and  white,  with  cushions  of  point- 
\aicey  and  on  one  the  arms  of  Mr.  Richard  Bateman,  at  whose  sale  they 
were  purchased :  a  Japan  tea-table  with  white  porcelaine ;  and  a  cara- 
table  of  the  same. 

A  mahogany  cabinet,  containing  a  collection  of  English  and  foreign 
coins  and  medala.  On  it,  a  bust  of  Henry  VII. -in  stone,  a  model  m 
great  taste  for  his  tomb,  b^  Torreggiano.*  Under  it  a  vase  of  false 
porphyry ;  from  the  collection  of  the  Comte  de  Caylus. 

Another  like  cabinet,  with  gold,  silver,  land  brass  Greek  and  Roman 
coins,  and  a  complete  set  of  Roman  weights  from  Dr.  Middleton's 
collection.  On  it,  a  bust  of  Gibbs,  the  architect  in  marble,  by  Rys- 
brack..    Beneath,  a  vase,  companion  to  the  former. 

A  porringer,  cover  and  plate;  white,  with  diiferent  golds,  of  Seve 
china;  a  present  from  Mrs.  Damer. 

Catherine  Hastings,  first  countess  of  Chesterfield. 

Hence  you  go  into  a  trunk-ceiled  passage,  lighted  by  a  window  of 
painted  glass,  m  which  are  many  quarterings  of  Latton,  a  family  for- 
merly seated  at  Esher  in  Surrey :  in  tiie*  window,  a  candlestick  enamelled 
on  copper.     This  passage  leads  to 


THE  HOLBEIN  CHAMBER. 

The  ceiling  is  taken  from  the  queen's  dressing-room  at  Windsor. 
The  chimney-piece,  designed  by  Mr.  Bentley,  is  chiefly  taken  from 
the  tomb  of  archbishop  Warham  at  Canterbury.  Over  it,  a  glass  in  a 
black  and  gold  frame ;  and  a  piece  of  Roman  fayeuice  in  the  shape  of 
a  boat,  Baechus  and  Ceres  in  relief  in  the  middle. 

A  fire-screen  embroidered  by  Miss  Hotham,  to  whojn  Mr.  W.  ad- 
dressed the  fable  of  The  Magpie  .and  her  young. 

Two  blue  china  beakers. 

The  pierced  arches  of  the  screen  from  the  gates  of  the  choir  of 
Rouen ;  tiie  rest  of  the  screen  was  designed  by  Mr.  Bentley. 

In  the  bow  windows  some'  fine  painted  glass,  and  the  arms  of  Eng- 
land, and  those  of  George,  Prince  of  Denmark ;  the  ground  is  a  beau- 
tiful mosaic  of  crimson,  blue,  and  pearls,  designed  and  painted  by 
Price,  of  Hatton-garden. 

*  Fii2«  Aaecdoteii  of  Painting. 
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A  table  and  silc  chairs  of  eboay.  On  the  table  a  tray  with  feur  an- 
cient combs:  one  of  ivory  is  extremely  ancient,  caryed  with  figures; 
on  one  side  representing  persons  bathing  and  going  to  bed ;  on  the 
other,  two  men  and  a  woman  with  musical  instruments :  another  comb, 
said  to  have  belonged  to  the  queen  of  Scots,  is  of  tortoiseshell  studded 
with  silver  hearts  and  roses ;  tiie  two  others  of  tortoiseshell  likewise, 
of  which  the  one  with  very  long  teeth  belonged  to  the  father  of  the 
first  Lord  Edgcumbe,  and  was  used  when  the  large  flowing  wigs  were 
in  fashion :  two  bottles  of  Roman  fayence,  and  a  basin  and  ewer  of 
purple  and  white  Seve  china. 

A  very  ancient^  chair  of  oak,  which  came  out  of  Glastonbury  Abbey; 
on  it  are  carved  these  sentences,  Joanrms  Arthurus  Monacus  Glasiomej 
salvet  mm  Deus:  Da  pacerriy  Domine:  Sit  Laiis  Deo.  .Lord  Bathurst 
hacd  several  chairs  copied  from  this. 

Another  chair  covered  with  purple  cloth,  made  from  one  in  a  pane 
of  painted  glass  in  the  breakfast-room. 

The  bed  is  of  purple  cloth  lined  with  white  satin,  a  plume  of  white 
and  purple  feathers  on  the  centre  of  the  tester ;  the  room  is  hung  with 
purple  paper.     By  the  bed. 

The  red  hat  of  Cardinal  Wolsey,  found  in  the  great  wardrobe  hj 
Bishop  Burnet  when  clerk  of  the  closet.  From  his  son,  the  judge,  it 
came  to  the  Countess  Dowager  of  Albemarle,  who  gave  it  to  Mr.  Wal- 
pole. 

Christ  crowned  with  thorns,  by  Mabeuse;  bought  at  Monsieur  Ha- 
reng's  gale,  1764. 

Over  the  chimney,  <nn  ancient  painting  of  the  emperor  Maximilian 
and  his  son  Philip  the  Fair :  from  the  collection  of  Mr.  Bryan  Fairfax. 

Lady  Arabella  Stuart,  in  white,  whole  length  in  water-colours ;  co- 
pied by  Vertue  from  the  original  at  Welbeck. 

A  man's  head  with  a  book ;  by  Quintin  Matsis :  it  was  in  Sir  Robert 
Walpole's  collection. 

Anne  Stanhope,  duchess  of  Somerset,  second  wife  of  the  Protector, 
whose  portrait  she  holds  in  one  hand:  a  present  to  Mr.  Walpole  from 
Mr.  Bateman. 

Catherine  of  Arrogan,t  first  wife  of  Henry  VIII.,  by  Holbein:  it 
was  in  the  collection  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  and  has  been  engraved 
among  the  Illustrious  Heads. 

*  Sir  Thomas  More.  This  and .  ail  the  following  heads  maiked 
with  an  asterism,  were  taken  off  on  oil-piper  by  Vertue,  from  the  ori- 
ginal drawings  of  Holbein  in  queen  Caroline's  closet  at  Kensington, 
now  removed  to  Buckingham-house. 

Lord  Vaux.  This  is  done  in  the  same  manner  by  Muntz,  from  the 
same  collection. 

A  man's  head,  in  old  enamel. 

Margaret,  queen  of. Navarre,  who  wrote  the  Tales:  ditto. 

t  Vertue  thoairht  it  to  be  Catherine,  dochess  of  Bar,  sitter  of  Henry  IV.,  of  f  rtnce, 
and  80  it  probably  il. 
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Between  the  bow- windows : 

Queen  Elizabeth,  wh6n  a  girL 

•  Lady  Henningham. 

•  Wiluam  Parr,  marquis -of  Northampton,  brother  of  queen  Cathe- 
rine Parr. 

•  A  lady  unknown. 

•  Ditto.  ^ 

•  Sir  Nicholas  Poines. 

•  Catherine  Willoughby,  fourth  wife  of  Charles  Brandon,  duke  of 
Suffolk.       <  . 

Queen  Mary,  when  a  child :  from  Mr.  Fairfax's  collection. 

•  Henry  Howard,  earl  of  Surrey,  the  poet. 

•  Nicholas  Cratzer,  astronomer  to  Henry  VIII. 

•  Edward  Clinton,  earl  of  Lincoln,  lord  high  admiral  of  England. 

•  Dr.  Colet,  dean  of  St.  PauPs. 

•  Sir  Thomas  Elyot,  the  author. 

•  Henry  Howard,  earl  of  Surrey;  younger  than  the  preceding. 
Edmund  Montacute,  a  judge;  by  Holbein:  from  Sir  R.  WaJpole's 

'  collection. 

'      *  A  gentleman,  unknown. 

•  Wuliam  Fitzwilliam,  earl  of  Southampton. 

•  Edward  Stanley,  earl  of  Derby. 

•  Borbonius,  a  French  poet. 

•  Fisher,  bishop  of  Rochester.     Richardson  the  painter  had  ano- 
'  ther  of  these,  which  was  engraved  among  the  Hlustrious  Heads. 

'      *  Thomas  Boleyn,  earl  of  Ormond,  faSier  of  Queen  -^nne  Boleyn. 


On  the  side  opposite  to  the  chimney : 

A  fine  and  yfery  valuable  picture  by  Lucas  de  Heere,  representing 
Fratices,  duchess  of  Suffolk,  mother  oi  the  lady  Jane  Grey,  and  Adrian 
Steke,  her  second  husband.  This  picture  was  in  thfe  collection  of  the 
earl  <rf  Oxford,  and  was  engraved  by  Vertue.     Vide  Anecdotes  of 


Philip  and  Maiy,  copied  in  water-colours  by  Vertue,  from  the  ori* 
ginal,  by  Antonio  More,  at  the  duke  of  Bedford's  at  Woobum-abbey. 

A  single  combat  before  the  emperor  Maximilian,  in  terra^cotta,  by 
Albert  Durer. 

Anthony,  king  of  Navarre,  father  of  Henry  FV.,  by  Janet. 

The  MarechaT  de  Montloc,  who  wrote  the  commentaries  by  Janet. 

A  very  small  head  of  a  man,  in  a  round ;  by  Holbein. 

•  Lord  Wentworth- 

*  Lord  Chancellor  Rich. 
^  Lady  Rich,  his  wife. 

•  Sir  Thomas  Wyat,  the  poet. 

*  George  Brook  loid  CoUiam. 
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*  Edw^  VI.  when  a  child;  very  like  Heniy  VIII. 

*  Jane  Seymour.  , .  ^ 
Frobenius,  the  printer,  in  a  round.    Melancthon,  ditto;  by  Hol- 
bein ;  very  fine.      Bought  at  Sir  W.  Hamilton's  sale,  1761. 

A.  man's  head  with  a  black  beard ;  ditto.  * 

Margaret  queen  of  Scots,  daughter  of  Henry  VH.  copied  by  Vertoe 
from  the  picture  at  Hampton  Court. 

Jane  Gray ;  by  ditto,  from  the  original  that  was  the  duke  of  Somer- 
set's. 

^Head  of  Henry  VHI.  with  a  watch  at  his  neck,  carved  in  box  by 
•  Holbein. 

*  John  Russel^  first  earl  of  Bedford. 

*  Anne  Savage  lady  Berkeley.  She  held  up  the  train  of  Anae  Bo- 
leyn  at  her  coronation.     Vide  SUnve^s  Chron.  p.  543. 

*  Sir  W.  Sherrington,  master  of  the  mint,  whence  ^e  furnished  ad- 
miral Seymour  with  money. 

*  Sir  John  Grage. 

*  Sir  RichalU  Southwell,  one  of  the  accusers  of  the  earl  of  Sur- 
rey. 

*  Queen  Mary,  when  princess. 

*  Thomas  duke  of  Norfolk ;  beheaded  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth : 
young. 

Holbein ;  in  a  round.,    Anne  Boleyn ;  ditto.     Copies  by  Eckaidt. 

Charlotte,  daughter  of  Francis  I.  died  at  five  years  of  age ;  by  Janet : 
fine.     From  Sir  Luke  Schaub's  collection. 

Lord  Damley,  by  Vertue,  from  the  original  at  Hampton  Court. 

A  young  man's  head  ;  by  Holbein. 

Leonora,  queen  of  Portugal,  sister  of  Charles  V.  and  afterwards 
second  wife  of  Francis  I. ;  by  Vertue. 

Henry  VHI.  fine  whole  figure  inr  terra-cota,  by  Holbein  ;  from  Lady 
Elizabeth  Germaine's  collection. 


Pictures  in  the  alcove : 

The  triumph  of  Riches ;  by  Frederic  Zucchero,  from  the  original 
of  Holbein  that  was  in  the  steel-yard.  Heniy  VHI.  in  the  character 
of  Croesus,  and  one  of  his  queens,  I  belieVe,  Anne  Boleyn,  follow  the 
car.  Vide  a  de$crip§ionoftitis  cund  the  next  in  The  Anecdotes  of  Pakil' 
ing. 

The  triumph  of  Poverty ;  bjr  Frederic  Zacchero.  These  drawings, 
invaluable  by  the  originals  being  lost^  Were  purchased  £rom  Bucldng- 
ham-hq)ise  when  Sir  Charles  Sheffield  sold  }t  to  the  king. 

Arthur  prince  of  Wales,  a  washed  drawing,  by  E.  Edwards,  fitun 
the  only  original  of  that  prince  when  grown  up,  which  belonged  to 
Mr.  Sheldon  of  Weston  in  Warwickshire,  and  was  purchased  hj  Mr. 
Child  of  Osteriev-park,  Middlesex,  178L 

A  man's  heaa  with  a  red  beard,  in  Aefiuumec  of  Holbein. 
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itidbard  III.  bj  V^tu^. 

James  V.  and  Mary  of  Lorraine  his  queen ;  in  water-eclours ;  by 
Wale;  ftom  an  ancient  original  in  the  possession  of  the  duke  of  De- 
vonshire at  Haidwicke. 

Claude  de  Clermont  sieur  de  Dampier;  by  Janet. 

Henry  V.  by  Vertue. 

liord  Keeper  Bacon ;  by  Vertue. 

John  Howard,  first  duke  of  Norfolk,  and  his  first  wife  Catberine, 
daughter  of  William  lord  Molins ;  two  heads  in  rounds  in  one  frame  ; 
copied  by  El  Edwards  in  1783  from  the  ancient  originals,  in  oil  on 
board,  of  the  same  size,  in  the  possession  of  the  dowager  Lady  Jer- 
Bin^ham,  to  whom  they  oam^  by  descent,  baring  been  in  the  Arun- 
dekad  coUection.  There  is  no  other  portrait  of  the  duke,  who  was 
slain  at  Bosworth. 

'  Mrs.  Margaret  Roper,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  More ;  copied  out  of 
the  great  picture  of  the  family,  by  Vertue. 

Thomas  lord  Cromwell,  in  a  round,  after  Holbein. 

Hedd  of  Sir  Thomas  Wyat  the  younger,  beheaded  in  the  reign  of 
Queen  Mary,  in  a  round  on  board ;  copied  by  Milbourn,  firom  the 
original  in  the  possession  of  Lord  Romney,  who  wals  related  to  Ae 
Wyats,  and  to  whom  the  last  bequeathed  their  portraits. 

A  man  in  black,  by  Holbein,  in  a  rich  gold  firame ;  firom  tl^e  col- 
lection of  H.  Constantme  Jennings,  Esq.  of  Shiplake. 

Oyer  the  door,  Mary  queen  of  Scots, «  head ;  on  her  rufif,  the  arms 
of  France  and  England. 

A  large  drawing  of  a  magnificent  chimney-piece  ;  a  design  by  Hol- 
bein for  one  of  the  palaces  of  Henry  VHL 

A  man  in  black,  holding  a  ring ;  small  half-length,  by  Holbein. 

On  the  back  is  written  If.  IL  data  excel.  Pnpis  VaUistari  avuncuU 


A  young  lady,  its  companion ;  seems  to  be  painted  by  Lionardo  da 
Vinci.  On  the  back,  Costanza  Ffegpsa^  mogUe  del  Co,  Mavfredo  Ihtir 
do,  madre  d^J^ostmo  Landi  Prine.  di  Val  di  Taro.  Tableau  dupalais 
di  Monaco.  Pnpis  VaUistari  munus.  These  two  pictures  were  prc- 
Mnts  to  Mr.  W.  from  his  great  nephew  George  earl  of  Chohnondeley. 


.    Between  the  door  and  the  screen : 

Heniy  VHL  three  quarters;  a  present  fix)m  the  Rev.  Mr  .Penni* 

Henry  due  de  Longueville ;  in  crayons. 

Sir  John  Godsalve,  knight  of  the  carpet;  after  Holbein. 

A  drawing  of  architecture ;  by  ditto. 

Sir  Thomas  Wyat :  by  Vertue. 

A  man's  head ;  an  original,  drawing :  by  Holbein. 

A  man  in  a  masquerade  habit :  dittOt 

YOL.  lU— 41 
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Louis  IX.,  an  original;  his  prayer-book^ open  m  tlie  Aape  of  a 
heart.     , 

,  A  drawing  of  a  clocks  by  Holbein ;  designed  for  St.  Antony  Denny 
as  a  new  year's  gift  to  Henry  VUI.^  Bought  at  the  sale  of  Mons  Mt- 
riette. 

A  drawing  of  a  Romish  episcopal  saint;  whole  length,  by  Holbein. 

•A  carpet  worked  by  Mrs.  Catherine  Cliye,  the  celebrated  come- 
dian. 

/■ 

THE  6ALLEHY. 

Fifty-six  feet  long,  seventeen  high,  and  thirteen  wide  widiotit  the 
five  recesses.  The  ceiling  is  taken  from  one  of  the  side  aisles  of 
Henry  VHth's  chapel.     In  the  windows,  by  Peckitt,   are  all   the 

JuarteringS  of  the  family.  The  great  door  is  copied  from  the  noiQi 
oor  of  St.  Alban's,  and  the  two  smaller  are  parts  of  the  same  desigp. 
The  side  with  recesses,  which  are  finished  with  a  gold  net-woik  over 
lookinff-glass,  is  taken  from  the  tomb  of 'Archbishop  Bourchier  at 
Canteroury.  The  chimney-piece  was  designed  by  Mr.  John  Chate, 
and  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt  of  Boconnoch.  The  room  is  hung  with  crixnaon 
Norwich  damask :  the  chairs,  settees,  and  long  stools  are  of  the  same, 
mounted  on  black  and  gold  frames.     The  carpet  made  at  Moorfields. 


East  end : 

Laura  and  Charlotte  Walpole,  eldest  and  youngest  daughters  of  Sir 
Edward  Walpole,  and  wives  of  Frederic  Keppel  bishop  of  Exeter, 
and  of  Lionel  Talmach  earl  of  Dysart ;  Mrs.  .Keppel  in  white.  Lady 
Dysart  in  pink ;  by  Ramsay. 

Marriage  of  Henry  VII.  and  Elizabeth  of  York ;  by  Mab^use. 
Vide  Anecdotes  of  Painting, 

Sir  Francis  Walsingham,  with  a  view  of  his  house  at  Scadbmy  in 
Kent :  by  Frederic  Zucchero ;  from  Sir  Robert  Walpole's  coUectiOB. 
This  picture  has  been  engraved  by  Houbraken  amongst  the  lUustiioiis 
Hea^ds. 

Sir  George  Villiers,  leaning  his  hand  on  the  head  of  a  greyhound. 
He  was  ikther  of  George  dyke  of  Buckingham,  and  Lord  Clarendon 
relates  a  story  of  his  ghost  This  is  a  very  fine  picture ;  by  Cornelius 
Jansen. 

George  duke  of  Buckingham,  his  son :  a  very  fine  head,  by  Ro- 
bens ;  the  garter  is  put  on  the  wrong  way. 

Admiral  Montagu  earl  of  Sandwich:  by  Sir  Peter  Lehr:   a  very 

SK>d  head.    Lord  Sandwich  gave  this  to  Mr.  Blackwood,  mm  wbom 
r.  Walpole  bought  it. 

Holy  Family,  with  boy  angels,  in  a  landscape:  by  Van  Aitoe, 
scholar  of  Rubens :  from  Sir  Robert  Walpole's  collection. 
Inside  of  an  ancient  Flemish  house :  by  old  Frank. 
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A  di^*  of  old  japan  inlaid  mdi  mother  of  pearl. 
Two  coins  of  old  j^pan  with  marble  slabs.     On  one, 
A  bronze  o[4ke  Hercules  Famese.  ' 
A  light  blue  pot  pourri  of  Seve,  mounted  in  or-moulu. 
Two  oetagon  basins,  Saxon,  old  china  pattern. 
'On  the  ouier,  a  bust  of  Tiberius ;  bought  at  Mr.  Jennings's  sale  :• 
another  pot  pourri ;  and  two  Saxon  basins. 

Chimney-side,  left  hand: 

On  the  hearth,  two  tabs  of  old  blue  and  white  porcelaine ;  a  present 
ficom  Mrs.  GostUng. 

Virgin  and  child,  after  the  picture  of  Dominichino,  at  Houston; 
by  John  Davis,  Esq.  of  Watlington. 

Mr.  Leneve,  master  of  the  company  of  merchant  taylors  :  a  moat 
bright  and  pure  picture  :  by  Cornelius  Jansen. 

Marguerite  de  Valois,  duchesse  de  Savoie,  sister  of  Henry  H.  of 
France;  he  was  killed  at  the  tournament  for  her  wedding:  by  Sir 
Antonio  More.  This  picture  belonged  to  king  Charles  I.  In  One 
niche, 

Maria,  second  daughter  of  Sir  Edward  Walpole,  widow  of  James 
earl  of  Waldeffrave,  and  wife  of  William  Henry,  duke  of  Glouces* 
ter,  brother  of  king  Geprge  III.,  by  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds, 

John.  Law,  inventor  of  the  Mississippi*scheme,  and  prime  minister 
to  the  regent  Philip  duke  of  Orleans:  one  of  the  best  of  Rosalba^ 
works. 

Francis  Seymour  Conway,  earl  of  Hertford ;  by  ditto. 
Z>eath  of  Admiral  Sandwich  :  by  Scott.  - 

Views,  of  Kirkstall  Abbey,  and  of  a  church  near  Boulogne  in  France  r 
by  ditto. 

The  ea^le 'found  in  the  gardens  of  Boccapadugti  within  the  precinct 
of  Caracalla's  baths  at  Rome,  in  the  year  1742.  One  of  the  finest 
pieces  of  Greek  sculpture  in  the  world,  and  reckoned  superior  to  the 
eag^e  in  the  villa  Mattel.  There  are  extremely  few  fine  statues  of  ani- 
mi^  ;  the  chief  are  these  two  eagles,  the  Tuscan  boar,  the  Barberini 
goat,  and  the  dog  belonging  to  Mr.  Jennings  of  Shiplake.f  The  bold- 
ness, andyet  great  finishing  of  this  statue,  are  incomparable ;  the  eyes 
inimitable.  Mr.  Gray  has  drawn  the  flagging^  wing.t  It  stands  on  a 
handsome  antique  sepulchral  altar,-  adorned  with  eagles  too. 

Frances  Bridges,  daughter  of  the  Lord  Chandos,  and  second  wife 
of  Thomas  Cecil,  earl  of  exeter,  on  whose  left  hand  she  refused  to  lie 
on  his  tomb  in  Westminster-abbey.     This  picture,  which  is  an  excel- 

*  In  this  chest  are  three  flashed  doubletp,  a  clo^k  ditto,  and  a  pair  of  black  em- 
broid^red  breeches,  which  belonged  to  Robert  Walpole,  great  grandfather  of  Sir 
BLobert  Walpole  first  Earl  of  Orford,  and  had  beeaprc^ved  in  the  old  Hoose  at 
Houghton :  given  by  George  Lord  Orford* 

t  Since  bought  hj  Mr.  Dnnconibe. 

\  Ode  on  the  Power  of  Poetry. 
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lent  (^  Vandyck,  belonging  to  Richardson  the  painter,  who  has  written 
a  dissertation  of  eight  pages  on  it  in  one  of  his  books.*  It  was  pur- 
chased of  Hudson  the  painter,  son-in-law  of  Richardson. 

A  young  man :  by  Sir  Godfrey  Kneller :  quaere,  if  not  his  own  por- 
trait ?     From  the  coflection  of  Sclater  Bacon  of  Cambridgeshire. 

Over  a  door,  Catherine  Sedley  countess  of  Dorchester,  mistress  of 
James  II.  and  mother  of  the  duchess  of  Buckingham :  by  Dahl. 

Madame  de  Sevigne ;  a  head :  a  present  from  Lady  Hervey. 

A  prl  scouring  pots;  curious  picture,  being  painted  hy  Wat- 
teau  in  the  style  of  Rembrandt.  It  was  in  the  collection  of  Mr. 
Cooke,  member  forMiddlesex. 

A  landscape  by  Miintz,  painted  in  encaustic,  which  he  improTed 
from  Count  Cilia's  rules. 

Thomas  earl  of  Arundel,  and  his  grandson  Cardinal  Howard^  la 
water-colours :  by  Vertue,  after  Vandyck- 


Right  hand  of  the  chinmey : 

■■  Leneve,  alderman  of  Norwich ;  son  of  the  foregoing  Leneve. 
The  best  picture  Sir  Peter  Lely  ever  painted,  and  as  fine  as  Vandyek's 
Countess  of  Exetjer,  before  mentioned. 

His  wife  in  blue  ;  ditto. 

John  lord  Sheffield,  husband  of  Lad^  Douglas  Sheffield,  on  whose 
account  it  was  surmised  that  he  was  poisoned  by  R.  earl  of  Leicester; 
by  Ant.  More  ;  from  Buckingham-house.^ 

Henry  Jermyn,  earl  of  Saint  Alban's,  favourite,  and,  as  Sir  Jdm 
Reresby  says,  second  husband  of  Queen  Henrietta  Maria :  probably  by 
Old  Stone. 

James  II.  earl  of  Waldegrave :  by  Reynolds. 

Bacha  Bonneyal :  by  Liotard ;  bou^t  at  the  sale  of  Everard  FaHc- 
ner,  knt.  embassador  to  the  Porte. 

Henrjr  Fox  lord  Holland ;  by  ditto. 

Sea-piece  ;  views,  of  Bristol-cross,  and  of  a  Gothic  form  near  Mar- 
ble-hill, belon^ng  to  the  Countess  of  Silfiblk,  and  designed  by  Rich- 
ard Bentley :  sdl  by  Sam.  Scptt. 

Vespasian,  in  basaltes ;  a  noble  bust,  bought  out  of  the  coUeetion  of 
Cardinal  Ottoboni.  It  stands  on  a  Roman  sepulchral  altar,  on.  whi<^ 
in  bas-relief,  is  a  man  sacrificing,  with  this  inscription, 

.TI.  Clavdivs  avg.  l. 

DOCO^IS 

AEDITVS  AEDIS 

FORTVNAE  TVLLIAWAE. 

*  This  l&dy  was  most  fiilseljr  accused  of  many  crimes,  of  which  ahe  was  eDtiiely 
innocent,  and  acquitted ;  of  which  see  am  account  in  Granger^s  BiograpliiGal  Hifltorf 
•f  English  Portraits,  vol.  i.  p.  54a 
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Ortr  a  dooi^  Aue  Hyde  duche^  of  York^  by  Mrs.  Beale,  after  Sir 
Peter  Lely. 

lady  Sq)hia  Farinor,  eldest  daughier  of  Thoaias  earl  of  Pomfret^ 
and  second  wife  of  John  earl  Granville,  piime  minister  to  Greorge  II. ;, 
by  Rosalba.     She  is  drawn  as  Juno. 

Two  men  cheating  another  at  cards ;  by  Jdm  Miel :  ve^  good.. 

A  landscape  in  encaustic ;  by  Miintz. 

West  end : 

A  large  piece  of  Catherine  de'  Medici  and  h^  children,  Charles; 
IX.,  Henry  III.,  the  Duke  d'Alen; on,  and  Marsaret  queen  of  Navaire ;. 
whole  lengths,  by  Janet :  bought  from*  Mr.  Byde's,  in  Hertfordshire.  * 

Griffiere,  the  painter;  by  Zoust:  the  satii^  on  die. arm  remarks^ly 
veil  painted. 

A  young  man's  head,  set..  18,  admirable  nature  r  by  Giiorgione. 
This  was  in  the  collection  of  Charles  I.     Vide  TojAan^s  Catalogue, 

A  pot  of  flowers,  highly  finished,  yet  yeiy  free ;  by  old  Baptist 
From  Sir  Robert  Walpde's  collection. 

Sevonyans  the  painter,  by  himself;  a  very  fine  head. 

Chaiies  Brandon  duke  of  Suffolk,  and  Mary  qneen  of  France.  This 
picture  was  Lord  Granville's.  Kent  designed  the  frame.  The  pic- 
ture had  before  been  at  the  Earl  of  Westmoreland's  at  Aptherpe. 

Tobit  burying  the  dead.  Jini  when  TobU  found  any  deady  he  buried 
them  wiihoui  the  walls  of  Jerusalem:  by  Benedetto  Castiglione. 

A  coin  of  old  Japan ;  on  it,  busts  of  Julia  Dpmna,  Julia  Titi,  and 
Cicero ;  the  latter  a  present  from  Lady  Hervey ;  a  flat  vase  of  white^ 
blue  and  gold  Seye  china,  with  coyer  and  handles. 

Another  coin,  ditto ;  statue  of  Harpocrates  and  Telesphorus ;  Anti- 
nous,  GSreek  work ;  and  Zenocrates,  a  present  from  Greneral  Conway ;. 
a  flat  vase,  like  the  former:  ^ 

•  Window  side : 

Thomas  lord  Howard  of  Bintjon,  father  of  Frances  duchess  of  Rjch- 
mond  and  Lenox ;  whole  length,  in  robes  of  the  garter. 

Lodowic  Stuart  duke  of  Richmond  and  Lenox  ;  ditto  :  these  two  last 
came  out  of  Luton-house  in  Bedfordshire,  where  the  latter  lived. 

Frances  duchess  of  Richmond  and  Lenox.     Ssea  curious  aeeousU  of' 
this  great  lady  in  Wilson^ s  Reign  of  King  James  the  First     This  pic- 
ture came  from  Easton-Neston,  the  seat  of  Thomas  earl  of  Pomfret.    By 
Mard  Garrard. 

Henry  Carey  lord  Falkland,  deputy  of  Ireland,  and  father  of  the  &-* 
1QOUS  Lucius  lord  Falkland ;  in  white,*  by  Vansomer. 

*  The  idea  of  the  pictare  walking  out  of  iu  frame  io  the  Castle  of  Otrantowas- 
tiiggeeled  by  tbia  portrait. 
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Mrs.  Catheiine  Fhifips,  the  poetess ;  a  head :  it  belonged  to  Ckaileg 
eaii  of  Halifax. 

Philip  Villiers  de  Lisle  Adam,  the  last  grandnnaster  of  Rhodci^ 
which  he  defended  two  years  against  Soloman  the  Magnificent  and  i 
prodigious  army :  a  head. 

A  view  of  mount  Orgueil,  in  Jersey ;  by  Richard  Bentley,  Esq. 


Heads  in  the  upper  line,  begin  from  the  left : 

Vandyck.  Richard  Rigby,  paymaster  of  the  forces  and  master  of 
the  rolls  in  Ireland  ;  by  Eckardt.  Prior  the  poet.  Cooke,  the  paint- 
er; by  himself.  General  Edward  Comwallis,  govemor  of  Gibialtv, 
and  groom  of  the  bedchamber  to  George  U.  by  Eckardt.  Pearce  se- 
nior, statuary.  Waller  the  poet.  Horatio  lord  Walpole,  younger  b»- 
flier  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole  ;  by  Vanloo.  Mr.  Chiffineh,  prify-pane 
to  Charles  H.  by  Riley.  Dobson,  the  painter.  Geoi^  Keppel,  tUid 
earl  of  Albemarle  ;  by  Eckardt.  Sir  Nicholas  Dorigny,  the  engrarer. 
Van  Wyck  the  younger,  painter;  George  Montagu,  Esq.  by  Eclorft, 
after  Vanloo.     Dahl,  the  painter. 

Anne  Clifford,*  countess  of  Dorset,  Pembroke  and  Montgomeij. 
Th^re  is  a  medal  of  her  taken  exactly  from  this  picture. 

Thomas  Howard  duke  of  Norfolk,  beheaded  for  the  cause  of  the 
Queen  of  Scots.  In  this  picture  he  is  young,  and  it  was  probably 
painted  in  the  reign-  of  Edwsurd  VI.  Before  he » was  restored  in  blood; 
for  there  are  his  arms  without  a  eoronet,  and  yet  on  his  handkerthief 
are  an  N  and  a»  f,  io  mark  his  title  and  his  rehgioR :  by  Antoiio 
More. 

A  sea-piece,  by  Scott. 

'  A  fine  small  landscape  with  sheep^  by  Gasper  Poussin ;  a  kipPj 
from  Sir  Horace  Mann,  envoy  to  Florence.. 

Bfonzes  in  the  windows  ;  an |  Ibis  :  a  Ceres  with  silver  eyes,  and  i 
cow  in  her  iBp  :■  the  Laocoon :  Antinous|  on  a  tripod :  an  ostnch, T«y 
spirited. 

Two  tables  of  solid  granite,  from  the*  Famese  gardens  at  Rome ;  tbe 
frames  black  and  gold,  from  &  tomb  in  Westminster-abbey. 

On  the  first  table,  busts  of  Marcus  Aurelius  :  Domitilla,  wife  of  Ves- 
pasian,, exceedingly  rare:  a  Camillus  or  sacrificing  priest.  BeiM^ 
a  brwize  from  John  of  Boulogne's  Rape  of  the  Sabines :  two  antM|iK 
urns  of  marble ;  that  with  a  cover  heavily  designed  by  Kent  beloagiBg 
to  Brians  F^rfax. 

On  the  other  table,  busts  of  Julia  Mcesa :  Faustina  senior:  and-Ai- 
toniaCIaudtl Mater:  very  rare.  Beneath, the  listening  slave  in  bronxe: 
and  two  antique  urns  of  marble :  on  on^  this  inscription,  saiuovi  bhv 

FIUO  8VO  QVI  BISIT  ANNIS  XX  FECIT  SIBI. 

*  See  an  ao^nmu  of  her  in  the  Catalogue  of  Royal  sad  Noble  AvAon* 
t  From  Dr,  Middleton**  collection. 
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Two  commodes  of  old  Japan  with  maible  slabs ;  on  one,  a  tnangnliff 
cistern  of  Roman  fayence,  finely  painted  with  figures,  probably  from 
desigps  of  Julio  Ronubio ;  two  large  vases,  ditto,  finely  painted,  and 
insciihed,  fatte  in.  botega  oe  okatio  F0NTAH4,*and  mounted  in  or? 
moulu. 

On  the  other  commode,  another  cistern*  like  the  former ;  and  two 
bottles  of  blue  and  white  and  gold  Seve  china,  most  beautifully  de- 
signed and  ornamented. 

A  mother  of  pearl  box,  with  fishes  and  counters  of  the  same ;  a  pre- 
sent from  Mrs.  Clive. 

In  a  Closet,  with  glass  doors,  between  the  gallery  and  round 
i^kamber.  is  a  laige  couection  of  ancient  porcelaine  of  china,  which 
belongea  to  Catherine  lady  Walpole^  Under  the  window,  a  small 
altar,  part  of  the  shrine  in  &e  chapel,  and  on  it  a  silver  ladle  with  an 
ivory  handle  carved  and  gilt,  used  by  Indian  ladies  for  incense ;  a 
poresent  from  Charles  duke  of  Richmond. 

Tliree  blue  baskets  made  like  rushes,  of  old  blue  china ;  bon^t  at 
the  sale  of  the  Duchess  dowager  of  Portland. 
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Hung  with  crunson  Norwich  damask :  the  chairs  of  Aubusson  tapes- 
tty,  flowers  on  a  white  ground,  the  firames  green  and  gold  ;  and  a  car- 
pet of  the  manufacture  of  Moorfields;  the  design  taken  from  the  Seve 
china  table  in  the  Green  Closet. 

The  design  of  the  chimney-piece  is.  taken  from,  the  tomb  of  Eldwaid 
the  Confessor,  improved  by  Mr.  Adam:,  and  beautifiilly  executed  in 
white  marble  inlaid  with  scagliuola,  by  BLichter.  The  dogs  are  silver : 
on  the  chiomey  are  three  lar^e  jars  and  two  beakers,  of  silver  also, 
boufi^t  at  the  auction  of  Lady  Eliz.  Grermaine ;  en  the  middle  one  is 
the  Rape  of  the  Sabines  embossed.  Two  silver  sconces,  with  histo- 
ries, on  the  sides. 

A  screen  worked  in  ehenille,  to  suit  with  the  chimney,  by  the 
Countess  of  Ailesbury. 

The  ceiling  is  taken  from  a  round  window  in  old  Saint  Paul's ;  the 
frieze  was  designed  by  Mr.  Adam. 

In  the  great  bow  window  is  a  large  diield  of  the  arms  of  Robert 
Dudley  earl  of  Leicester,  given  by  Mr.  H.  Reade ;  tinder  it  a  thom- 
bttsh  with  H  R,  the  device  of  Henry  VII. ;  the  arms  of  Queen  Eliza- 
beth, on  the  left  hand,  from  £ssex«house,  in  the  Strand ;  roses ;  other 
anns  of  nobility ;  and  six  fine  pieces,  by  a  scholar  of  Price,  fincHn  Ra- 
phael's bible.  The  surbase  of  the<  window  is  taken  from  the  tomb  of 
Queen  £leaaor  in  Westminster-abbey. 

Over  the  chimney.  Lady  Dorothy  Percy  cotntess  of  Leicester,  in 

*  PrMents  from,  the  Earl  bf  ExRtcr ;  aad  fiadbeloDged  to  Jcrvaa  the  painter,  irlia 
ha<l  a  fine  collectioa  oft^al  fuyeuce. 
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rady  suid  her  sister  Lady  Lucy,  the  faraouft  Countess-  of  Carlule;  i 
very  capital  picture  of  Vandyck,  sold  out  of  Penshurst  by  Lady  Yong^ 
whea  she  inherited  half  of  <lutt  anci^itseat  by  the  will  oi  Lady  Bron- 
low.  Mr.  Hoare  of  Stourhead  offered  the^  last  Earl  of  Leicester  of  Ae 
Sidney  family  a  hundred  pounds  for  this  picture. 

Oyer  the  door,  Mrs.  Lemon,  mistressr  of  Vajadyck,  with  a  sword,  as 
Judith ;  by  Yandyck ;  bought  out  of  Buckingham-house :  yery  boldlf 
and  freely  painted. 

Bianca  Capelio ;  by  Vasari ;  bought  out  of  the  Vitelli  palace  at  Flo- 
rence, by  Sir  Horace  Mann,  and  sent  to  Mr.  Walpole :  the  handi 
neyer  finished.  Her  story  is  thus  written  in  a  cartouche  on  the  firaae: 
— ^^  Bianca  Capelio,  a  Venetian  lady,  who  haying  disobliged  her  fih 
mily  by  marrying  a  Florentine  banker,  was  reduced  to  maintain  kia 
by  washing  hnen  ;  Francis  the  great-duke  saw,  fell  in  loye  with,  aad 
made  her  his  mistress,  and  her  husband  his  minister.:  but  the  latter, 
after  numberless  tyraimies,  for  which  she  obtained  his  pardon,  aid 
after  repeated  ill«usage  of  her,  for  which  she  pardoned  him,  ikmf 
murdered  a  man,  ana  being  again  protected  by  her,  the  great-ddu 
told  her,  that,  though  he  would  remit  her  husband's  punishment,  he 
would  pardon  whoever  should  kill  him.  The  relations  of  the  de- 
ceased murdered  the  assassin,  and  Francis  married,  his  widow  Biaoca, 
who  was  poisoned  with  him  at  a  banquet  by  Cardinal  Ferdinand, 
afiersrards  called  the  Great,  brother  and  successor  of  Duke  Francis."* 

Jacob  travelling  fromLaban ;  very  fine ;  by  Salvator  Rosa.  A  pre- 
sent from  Sir  Horace  Mann. 

The  education  of  Jupiter ;  by  Nicolo  Poussin.  This  picture  w< 
Sir  Robert  Walpole  a  hundred  and  fourteen  pounds. 

A  most  beaudful  landscape  by  Paul  Brill. 

A  piece  of  rocks,  with  the  temple  of  Tivoli ;  by  Grobba  Caracci. 

A  trunk  of  tortoiseshell  and  bronze  ;  by  Boul,  on  a  frame  of  the 
same.     A  small  jar  of<Seye  china  under  it. 

A  japan  cabinet  On  it,  two  double-branched  silver  candlestieb 
with  figures  of  women,  bought  at  Lady  Vere's  sale  in  1783 ;  and  i 
bronze  figure  of  Moses,  after  Michael  Angelo.  Under  it,  a  large  we 
•f  Florentine  fayence,  with  the  arms  of  the  great«duke. 

Two  old  japan  coffers  on  ^It  frames.  Under  them,  two  large  bot- 
tles of  Florentine  fayence,  with  the  arms  of  Duke  Ferdinand  of  Mfr 
dici  and  his  wife  Christina  of  Lorraine. 

In  the  window,  a  green  and  gold  table  and  two  high  stands,  ^ 
the  cyphers  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole  and  Catherine  Shorter  his  M 
wife.  On  the  table,  two  vases,  boat-shaped,  of  deqp  blue  Sere  chi&S) 
QAOunted  in  or-moulu,  with  snake  handles.  Beneath,  a  la^e  ram 
▼ase  and  cover,  and  a  dish  to  it,  of  Roman  fayence. 

*  MonUifrne*  tn  his  Traveli^vol.  i.  p.  S51,  gives  a  desoription  of  Bianca.  which  ctf* 
reaponds  nnich*  with  this  portrait.  '^-Ceile  duchei^KG  est  belle  a  i*opinif»n  Iialienne,* 
Tiiage  agreable  et  imperieui,  le  comaj^e  irrop,  ct  de.  iclrinn  a.  feur  Rouhaii.**  7*hefAu 
4m4rail  of  iier  in  the  eabinet  of  enamela  here,  p.  437,  in  younger  aad  maehhao^**'- 
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It  19  a  s^usffe  with  a  simicircular  recess  in  the  middle  of  each  side, 
paiMed  stone-colour  with  gilt  ornaments,  and  with  windows  and 
niches,  the  latter  taken  from  &ose  on  the  sides  of  the  north  door  of  the 
great  church  at  Saint  "Alban's:  the  roof,  which  is  taken  irom  the  chap- 
ter-house at  York,  is  terminated  by  a  star  .of  yellow  glass  that  throws 
a  golden  gloom  all  over  the  room,  and  with  the  painted  windows  gives 
it  the  soleqan  air  of  a  rich  ehapel.  The  windows  contain  a  head  of 
Christ  and  two  aj$ostles,  one  m  the  middle  of  each,  set  round  with 
four  histories,  all  old,  but  finely  re-coloured  by  Price,  and  surrounded 
with  most  beautiiul  mosaics  of  the  purest  taste.  In  five  of  the  niches, 
on  pedestals,  are, 

1.  A  cast  in  plaister  bronzed  of  Catherine  lady  Walpole,  the  model 
of  her  statue  in  Westminster-abbey,  executed  at  Rome  by  Valoiy, 
and  taken  from  the  Liyia  or  Pudicitia  in  the  villa  Mattei.  2.  The 
Venus*  of  Medici.  3.  Antinous.  4.  The  Apollo  Belvedere.  5. 
The  Famese  Flora  in  bronze.  In  the  windows,  six  smaller  bronzes 
fiom  ancient  statues ;  a  Chines^  incense-box  of  bronze ;  and  two  pots- 
pouiris  of  red  japan  set  in  or-moulu  and  surmounted  with  Indian 
ngures  by  Martin.  The  carpet  is  taken  from  the  mosaic  of  the  win- 
dows, and  in  the  middle  has  the  reflection  from  the  star  in  the  ceiling. 
The  grated  door  was  designed  bv  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt. 

On  the  right  hand  stands  an  altar  of  black  and  gold,  with  a  marble 
dab  of  the  same  colours,  taken  from  the  tomb  of  two  children  of  Ed- 
ward ni.  in  Westminster-abbey.  On  the  altar,  a  Florentine  box  in- 
lud  with  hard  stones,  a  present  from  Sir  Horace  Mann :  two  most 
beautiful  vases  in  paste,  imitating  root  of  amethyst,  and  ornamented 
with  vines  and  heads  of  goats,  by  Germaine  of  Paris :  a  silver  dish  of 
basket-work,  and  two  candlesticks  of  German  agate,  presents  from 
General  H.  S.  Convey.  On  the  two  sides,  silver  sconces  with  the 
arms  of  Frances  Pelhamf  viscountess  Castlecomer ;  and  two  vases  of 
ivory  from  the  antique,  carved  by  Verskovis.     Over  the  altar, 

A  cabinet  of  rose-wood,  designed  by  Mr.  Walpole ;  on  the  pedi- 
ment, statues  in  ivory  of  Fiamingo,  Inigo  Jones  and  PaJladio,  by  Ver- 
skovis, after  the  models  of  Rysbrack.  In  the  pediment,  Mr.  Wal- 
pole's  arms,  a  Cupid  and  lion,  by  the  same :  on  the  doors,  bas-reliefs 
in  ivory,  Herodias  with  the  head  of  the^  Baptist,  by  Gibbons ;  a  lady, 
half-lengtii,  by  the  same;  Perseus  and  Andromeda;  the  Hercules 
Famese;  tine  Flora;  Diomede  with  the  Palladium;  the  Medusa  of 
Strozzi;  the  Perseus  of  ditto;  Caracalla  and  Alexander,  by  Pozzo* 
and  eight  other  heads.  On  the  drawer,  the  Barberini  lion,  by  Pozzo ; 
and  heads  of  €agles,  by  Verskovis. 

*  The  Vcnas  and  Antinooji  were  Lord  WaldegraTe'e. 

t  Sbter  of  Thomtf  dake  of  Newoaille ;  ahe  died,  a^d  is  buried  at  Twickenham. 
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Within  the  cabinet  of  enamels  and  miniatures : 

The  Virgin  and  Child,  in  miniature,  round ;  by  Old  Lens,  firoih  the 
original  by  Annibal  Caracci,  at  Kensington. 

Head  of  Christ ;  by  Carlo  Dolce ;  in  a  rich  frame  of  silFer  gilt ;  and 
silver  cherubim. 

Venus,  Cupid,  and  other  figures  in  enamel ;  by  Boit,  from  the  on- 
ginal  by  Luca  Giordano,  at  Devonshire-house. 

Ethelreda  Harrison,  wife  of  Charles  viscount  Townshend ;  a  capital 
piece  of  enamel,  by  Zincke,  after  Vanloo  ;  set  in  a  frame  of  enamel 
flowers  in  relief;  on  the  back,  her  arms  supported  by  Cupids,  ena- 
melled by  Groth. 

A  fine  old  enamelled  watch-^case,  after  Raphael  and  DominichiBOw 

Emperor  Joseph  I.  small. 

Colonel  Horatio  Walpole,  uncle  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole ;  sinaU. 

The  Duchesses  of  Cleveland  and  Portsmouth ;  yerv  small. 

Sir  Edward  Walpole,  father  of  Maria  duchess  of  Gloucester,  in  eiiar 
mel ;  bjr  Zincke. 

Galfridus  Walpole,  youngest  brother  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole;  in 
ws^ter-colours. 

Byzas,  imaginery  founder  of  Byzantium ;  large  intaglia  on  onyx.  M.* 

A  valuable  jewel  of  Lord  Burleigh's  head  on  onyx,  by  Valerio  Vi- 
centino,  cut  on  the  reverse  of  an  antique  of  Caracfila;  aj^pendant  is 
the  head  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  cut  likewise  on  sardon)rx,  by  the  same 
Vicentino ;  the  whole  set  with  fifty-three  brilliants,  given  to  Mr.  Wal* 
pole  by  his  father,  who  bought  it  of  Sir  Andrew  Fountaine,  vHio  had 
it  set  on  purpose,  with  allusion  to  Queen  Caroline  and  Sir  Robert 
Walpole. 

Sir  Robert  Walpole,  earl  of  Orford ;  very  like :  painted  in  enamel 
by  Zincke,  two  yeais  before  Sir  Robert's  death :  set  in  a  frame  of  ena- 
melled oak-leaves*  • 

Catherine  Shorter,  first  wife  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole ;.  ditto,  after  Sir 
Grodfrey  Kneller ;  set  with  enamel  flowers.  The  two  heads  are  in 
Zincke's  best  mani^er,  and  were  engraved  for  the  Mdes  Walpoliaiue. 

Mary  Walpole,  second  daughter  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole  and  Cathe- 
rine Shorter,  and  wife  of  George  Cholmondelev  viscount  Malpas,  af* 
terwards  Earl  of  Cholmondeley ;  in  water-colours ;  by  GrotK,  after 
Jervas. 

Lady  Maria  Walpole,  only  child  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole  and  Maiia 
Skerret  his  second  wife,  married  to  Charles  Churchill,  Esq. ;  in  ena- 
mel ;  by  Zincke. 

Horace  Walpole  [who  made  the  collection,]  youngest  son  of  Sir  R. 
Walpole  and  Catherine  Shorter;  ditto. 

*  All  the  corioNtiet  marked  M.  belonj^d  to  Dr.  Cbnyeni  Middleton,  whoee  wMe 
collection  Mr.  Walpole  bought.  See  aaa^cooot  of  Ib^m  ki  the  doctor**  Gerin«im  ^a»- 
dtm  Antiquitatis  Monumenta.. 
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Horatio  Walpole,  lord  Walpole,  brother  of  Sir  Bob^ ;  m  e&atoiel ; 
by  Grothj  after  Vanloo. 

Two  lockets  in  shape  of  hearts,  with  hdir  of  Robert  Walpole  tad 
Cfl&enne  Shorter,  set  with  diamonds.  ^ 

An  Egyptian  duck ;  antique  cameo,- on  agate.     M. 
.  A  sleeping  hermaphrodite  with  two  satjnrs ;  ditto :  very  fine.     M. 

Sir  Anthony  Shirley,  embassadoryrom  the  sophy  of  Persia  to  King 
James  the  First ;  dress  half  English  half  Persian  :  oy  Isaac  Oliver. 

The  Queen  of  Bohemia;  by  Isaac  Oliver:  bought  out  of  the  collec- 
tion of  Lad V  Isabella  Scott,  daughter  of  the  Duchess  of  Monmouth. 

Serjeant  Maynard ;  by  Hoskins ;  given  to  SirR.  Walpole  by  Sir  Eve- 
lard  Falkener. 

Sir  Kenelm  Digby ;  by  Peter  Oliver:  it  was  in  Doctor  Mead's  col- 
lection. . ' 

James  I.;  by  Isaac  Oliver. 

Charie?  I. ;  by  Petitot :  fine.  ^  A  present  fix)m  T.  Walker,  Esq.  to 
Maria  Lady  Walpole. 

Charles  ll.  ditto  ;  in  a  case  enamelled  blue  ;  done  abroard :  bou^t 
of  an  old  gentlewoman  to  whom  he  gave  it  when  he  stood  godfather 
to  her  in  Holland. 

James  II.  when  duke  of  York  ;  fine,  by  Petitot :  bought  at  Hie  sale 
of  Mrs.  Dunch,  dau^ter  of  his  mistress,  Mrs.  Godfrey. 

Robert  Cecil  earl  of  Salisbury :  bjr  Isaac  Oliver. 

A  lady's  head,  in  enamel ;  by  Petitot. 

Nicholas  Burwell,  brother  of  Sir  Jeffery  Burwell,  grandfather  of  Sir 
Robert  Walpole ;  by  Hoskins  :  set  in  a  case  with  small  diamonds,  and 
enamelled  with  The  Judgment  of  Paris  in  relief;  very  neat. 

Mrs.  Godfrey,  mistress  of  King  James,  in  eqamel ;  by  Petitot :  was 
Mrs.  Dimch's,  her  daughter. 

Robert  Devereux  earl  of  Essex :  by  Isaac  Oliver :  it  belonged  to 
Frances  lady  Worseley,  who  was  descended-  firom  him.  It  was  en- 
graved for  the  Illustrious  Heads. 

Frances  his  wife,  daughter  of  Sir  Francis  Walsingham,  widow  of 
Sir  Philip  Sidney,  and  lastly  wife  of  the  earl  of  Clanrickard  and  Saint 
Albans. 

Robert  Walpole,  second  earl  of  Orford ;  painted  in  water-colours  by 
Rosalba  with  all  the  force  of  oil. 

An  elderly  lady's  head  ;  by  Cooper  :  fine. 

Robert  Can*,  earl  of  Somerset,  in  his  latter  time,  favourite  of  Kinff 
James ;  by  Hoskins :  bought  at  the  sale  of  the  curious  collection  of  T. 
Barret,  of  Lees,  in  Kent,  1758. 

Richard  Cromwell,  protector,  in  armour ;  by  Cooper :  firom  the  same 
collection. 

Marivaux,  author  of  Marianne ;  by  Liotard  ;  in  water-colours. 

George  Walpole,  third  earl  of  Orford  ;  ditto. 

John  Chute,  Esq.  of  the  Vine  in  Hampshire  ;  finely  painted  in  water- 
•olouTB :  by  Pompeio  Battoni,  at  Rome, 

A  watch  enameUed  with  histories,  after  Pietro  Cortona. 
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Another  enamelled  watch. 

Admiral  Churchill,  brother  of  John  duke  of  Marlborough ;  very  finelj 
enamelled  by  Boit ;  it  belonged  to  his  niece  Mrs.  Dunch. 

A  curious  antique  miniature  in  gold,  of  a  Roman  lady  and  her  sod; 
the  boy  has  a  bulla  at  his  neck.    M. 

Lady  Arabella  Stuart ;  by  HiUiard :  it  was  Lord  Wilmington's. 

Queen  Elizabeth ;  ditto ;  ditto. 

George  IL  by  Mr.  Deacon. 

Cowley  the  poet,  after  Sir  Peter  Lely ;  by  Zincke :  his  master-piece, 
and  perhaps  the  finest  piece  of  enamel  in  the  world.  It  was  eiigraTed 
for  Mr.  Kurd's  edition  of  Cowley. 

A  lady,  said  to  be  Henrietta  duchess  of  Orleans,  but  probably  Mai- 
tinozzi,  princess  of  Conti ;  one  of  the  finest  works  of  Petitot-  A  look- 
ing-glass behind  it:  bought  of  Zincke: 

A  beautiful  enamel,  by  Petitot,  of  Catherine  Henriette  d'Angennes 
comtesse  d'Olonne,  as  a  Diaha,  a  character  very  difierent  firom  Aat 
ffiyen  of  her  in  Bussy's  Histoire  amoureuse  des  Gaules.  It  is  set 
in  a  firan^e  of  flowers,  enamelled  in  relief  by  Giles  Legare  de  Chan- 
ment  en  Bassigni,  who  was  famous  for  that  sort  of  works :  firom  the 
collection  of  Aionsieur  Mariette. 

Bianca  Capello,  great  duchess  of  Tuscany ;  a  small  head  in  oil,  by 
BrlDnzino.     See  her  history j  p.  422, 

Louis  XIV. :  Mary  of  Austria,  his  queen :  Anne  of  Austria,  his  mo- 
ther, very  delicate  :  Madame  de  Montespan,  his  mistress,  beautifal. 
These  four  are  small  heads  in  enamel,  by  Petitot. 

Mrs.  Middleton,  a  beauty  in  the  reign  of  Charles  IL  ditto ;  by  ditto. 

Duchess  of  Mazarin,  in  water-colqurs. 

Constant  Hayes,  wife  of  Galfridus  Walpole,  and  afterwards  of  Mr. 
Kerwood ;  very  small. 

A  silver  gilt  heart ;  within,  the  arms  of  Sir  Robert  and  Catharine 
lady  Walpole :  his  first  present  to  her  on  their  marriage,    . 

Anne  Boleyn ;  copied  by  Wale  from  a  portrait  of  her  by  Hoskins, 
which  he  did  from  an  ancient  picture  of  her  for  king  Charles  I.  and 
.which  is  mentioned  in  his  catalogue  with  other  royal  miniatures  in  the 
same  frame ;  all  of  which  are  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Duke  of 
JRichmond. 

Catherine  Parr,  by  Holbein  ;  a  most  scarce  head,  and  exactly  like 
the  picture  of  her  at  the  Earl  of  Denbigh's  at  Nuneham  Padox,  War- 
wickshire. 

A  girl  with  flowers,  in  water-colours ;  by  Rosalba. 

Oliver  Cromwell ;  by  Boit,  after  Cooper :  given  to  Mr.  Walpole  bj 
his  brother  Lord  Oribrd. 

John  Dodd,  of  Swallowfield,  Bucks  ;  by  Rouquet. 

Catherine  Clopton,  wife  of  Henry  Talbot,  and  cousin-  of  Catherine 
lady  Walpole ;  by  Zincke. 

Jane  Seymour ;  by  Holbein,  in  water-colours ;  was  lady  Worseley's. 

Peter  Oliver,  profile  in  black  lead,  from  a  leaf  of  his  own  podkcfe- 
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book,  aad  his  wife,  ftiU-jfaeed,  on  the  other  sdc^e ;  both  fine ;  it  belonged 
to  Vertue  the  engraver. 

Lucius  Carey,  the  famous  Lord  Falkland:  by  Hoskins;  fine:  it  was 
Dr.  Meade's. 

Doctor  Bragge  ;  a  dealer  in  pictures:  by  Mj.  J.  Deacon. 

A  calcedonian  stone ;  antique,  used  as  an  ornament  to  a  horse  of  a 
tnumphal  chariot    M. 

Another  stone ;  described  in  Germana  qusedam.    M. 


On  the  insides  of  the  doors : 

Thomas  Howard  duke  of  Norfolk,  beheaded  temp.  Elizabeth;  l)y 
Antonio  More;  belonged  to  Richardson  the  painter,  and  engraved 
among  the  Illustrious  Heads. 

A  lady,  painted  by  Holbein ;  engraved  by  Hollar  when  in  the  Arun- 
ddian  collection,  and  probably  Mary  Tudor  queen  of  F^rance,  sister  of 
Henry  VIH.  but  amongst  the  Illustnous  Heads  called  Catherine  How- 
ard.    This  also  was  Richardson's. 

Lucy  Barlow,  alias  Waters,  mother  of  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  ;  by 
Cooper. 

Catherine  of  Arragon,  first  wife  of  Henry  VHI.,  an  admirable  origi- 
nal ;  by  Holbein.  These  two  were  bought  at  the  auction^  of  Lady 
Isabella  Scott. 

A  young  man  in  black ;  copied  by  Lady  Lucan  from  a  portrait  by 
Titian,  in  the  collection  of  the  Duke  of  Devonshire. 

A  lady's  head,  by  Rosalba ;  set  in  tortoiseshell. 
"James  Biydges,  first  duke  of  Chandos;  in  enamel,  by  Zincke;*a 
present  from  G.  S.  earl  of  Harcourt. 

A  golden  heart  set  with  jewels,  and  ornamented  with  emblematic 

a[ures  enamelled,  and  Scottish  mottos ;  made  by  order  of  the  Lady 
argaret  Douglas,  mother  of  Henry  lord  Damley,  in  memory  of  her 
husband,  Matthew  Stewart  earl  of  Lenox  and  regent  of  Scotland,  mur- 
dered by  the  papists. 

Isaac  Oliver,  by  himself;  perfectly  fine. 

Waller,  the  poet ;  by  Cooper :  and  a  Lord  Digby  ;  ditto.  These 
three  from  the  collection  of  Mr.  Barrett  of  Lees. 

Liotard,  the  painter,  in  his  Turkish  dress,  in  enamel,  by  himself; 
given  to  Mr.  Wrfpole  by  his  sister,  Lady  Maiy  Churchill. 

Salmacis  and  Hermaphroditus,  a  most  beautiful  miniature  by  Clink- 
sted;  riven  to  Mr.  Walpole  by  Mr.  Chute:  set  in  a  gold  firame 
enamelled  blue. 

A  naked  Venus,  whole  length,  and  very  fine ;  the  attitude  copied  by 
Zncke  from  a  picture  of  AnnibsJ  Caracci  in  the  collection  at  Hough- 
ton :  set  in  a  frame  like  the  former. 

A  small  head  of  a  foreign  general,  in  blufi*  with  a  black  sash.     It  is 
painted  with  all  the  force  of  oil,  though  in  enamel,  and  in  a  grander 
style  than  Petitot's.     From  the  Portland  collection* 
VOL.  II. — 42 
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Hair  ofKing  £dward  IV.,  cut  from  his  cofpsc;  wheiit  dincoTCted  la 

St  George's  chapel  at  Windsor,  1789 ;  given  by  Sir.  Josq>h  BMb 
[End  of  the  cabind  rfemmels  ixnd  mnaa^es,]  - 


Other  pictures  and  cariosities  in  the  same  room ; 

Little  children  presented  to  Christ;  Italian,  on  copper. 

The  virgin,  child,  and  St.  John ;  Baroccioj  after  Correggio. 

TTie  virgin,  and  child,  by  Carlo  Cignani ;  from  Lord  Cholmondeky's 
collection. 

Head  of  a  Cardinal ;  and  an  old  man's;  rounds  on  f&yence. 

A  fine  dish,  enamelled  on  copper,  with  the  histoiy  of  MoseB.  P. 
R.  1557.  ... 

A  fayence  dish,  painted  m  grotesque. 

Rembrandt ;  by  Old  Lens. 

Lady  Mary  Wortley  Montagu,  as  a  shepherdess;  after  Jervas;  bj 
ditto. 

Two  vases  carved  in  ivory,  by  Verskovis,  afl«r  the  antique. 

Queen  Anne  of  Denmark ;  and  a  lady  of  the  same  time ;  by  Isaac 
Oliver :  in  one  frame. 

Louis  XII.  of  France  ;  and  Sir  John  Gage ;  by  Holbein;  in  anoClier 
frame.     These  from  the  collection  of  Lady  Elizabeth  Genuaine. 

Margaret  of  Austria,  daughter  of  Charles  V.  in  a  white  r^^^^pom 
habit ;  enamelled  on  copper,  in  a  round ;  behind  it,  Moses  receiving 
the  law ;  enamelled  on  gold. 

Lous  XII.  in  enamel.    These  two  were  presents  to  Mr.  WaJpNDk 
from  Miss  Rachael  Lloyd,  and  belonged  to  the  Princess  Sophia,  \ 
of  King  George  I. 

Lord  Loudon,  chancellor  of  Scotland ;  by  Samuel  Cooper. 


In  the  glass-case  near  the  window : 

A  chalice  of  silver  gilt,  richly  ornamented  with  figures,  jewels  and 
crystal. 

Model  of  the  shrine  of  Thomas  Becket,  enamelled. 

An  amber  jewel-box. 

Great  Seal  of  Theodore  king  of  Corsica. 

That  very  curious  piece  by  which  he  took  the  benefit  of  the  act  of 
insolvency:  he  is  only  styled,  Theodore  Stephen  baron  de  Newhoff. 

His  capitulations  made  with  the  people  oi  Corsica,  on  his  election, 
signed  by  his  own  hand. 

An  antique  figure  of  the  deity  of  gardens ;  fine. 

Two  phalli,  a  fibula,  two  sacrificing  instruments,  and  a  small  ea^e; 
all  of  bronze.    M' 

Gold  medal  of  Maximilian,  with  a  chain  enameUed. 

A  cross  of  ceder  inlaid  with  mother  of  pearL 
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A'sinttIl|;oId  wateh,  giren  by  Geoi^e  II.  when  prince  of  Wales  to 
Gadienne  Lady  Walpole. 

An  ancient  square  German  watch,  curiously  chased  in  silver  gilt. 

A  cofler  enamelled  on  all  sides  wiih  battles,  and  set  in  silver  gilt. 

Two  caudle-cups,  with  flowers  on  gold  grounds,  of  Chelsea  porce- 
nine. 

A  red  snuff-box  With  enamelled  top  and  bottom ;  given  to  Mr.  Wal- 
pole  by  Francis  earl  of  Hertford. 

A  square  snuiT-box  of  lapisl-azuli,  set  in  gold. 

A  round  snuflf-box  of  ditto,  set  in  gold  enamelled. 

A  small  bust  of  Vespasian  in  cornelian. 

An  agate  cup  and  saucer. 

A  small  cornelian  saucer. 

Two  antique  Roman  ear-rings,  one  with  a  pearl,  the  other  of  gold. 

A  box  in  compartments  of  old  Japan. 

A  small  bust  in  bronze  of  a  Caligula,  with  silver  eyes.    This  ex- 

Jttisite  piece  is  one  of  the  finest  thrngs  in  the  collection,  and  shows 
ie  great  art  of  fte  ancients.  It  is.  evidently  a  portrait,  carefully  done, 
and  seems  to  represent  that  emperor  at  the  beginning  of  his  madness. 
It  was  found  with  some  other  small  busts  at  the  very  first  discovery 
of  Herculaneum,  which  happened  by  digging  a  well  for  the  prince  a' 
HbcBuf,  who  resided  many  years  afterwards  at  Florence,  where  it 
was  sold  on  his  return  to  France,  and,  being  purchased  by  Sir  Horace 
Mann^  ^'•^  ^y  *""*  *^»»^  ^  ^^'  ^*''*p<^le^ 

A  broken  patera  engraved.    M. 

A  sacrificing  instrument  in  the  shape  of  a  shell.     M. 

A  Roman  bulla  of  jSold,  very  rare :  bought  at  Rome  of  Ficarcmi, 
who  wrote  his  book  of  La  Bolla  d'oro  firom  this. 

A  lady's  head,  miniature,  set  in  ^Id :  given  to  Mr.  Walpole  by 
Isabella  de  Jonghe,  coimtess  of  Denbigh. 

A  crystal  sceptre,  set  in  gold  enamelled,  with  pearls ;  fi^mi  Lady  £. 
Germame's  coUection,  and  given  to  Mr.  Walpole  by  her  niece  Lady 
Temple. 

A  cup  and  saucer  of  Seve  china,  blue  ground  with  white  heads  and 
festoons. 

A  dressine-box  and  tray  of  the  finest  old  silver  japan. 

Two  cau(fle-cups  of  Chelsea  china,  claret  colour  and  gold. 

A  magnificent  missal,  with  miniatures  by  Raphael  ana  his  scholarB, 
set  in  gold  enamelled,  and  adorned  with  rubies  and  turquoises ;  the  sides 
Me  of  cornelian,  engraved  with  relirious  subjects ;  the  clasp,  a  large 
pmet.  This  precious  prayer-book  belonged  to  Claude  queen  of 
Prance,  wife  of  Francis  I.  and  seems  to  have  belonged  to  th^  father 
of  Thuanus ;  vide  vol,  i.  p.  142  of  the  French  edUion.  It  was  pur- 
chased by  Mr.  Walpole  from  the  collection  of  Dr.  Meade,  1755. 

A  silver  turkish  ornament,  taken  by  a  Russian  officer  in  the  last 
war ;  brought  over  by  Charles  Lord  Cathcart,  and  pven  by  him  to 
Margaret  lady  Brown,  and  by  her  to  Mr.  Walpole. 
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A  round  snuffbox,  enamelled  with  the  stories  of  Joseph  and  Pod- 

|>har's  wife,  Susannali  and  the  elders,  Lot  and  his  daughters,  and  a 
andscape. 

A  gold  snuff-box,  enamalled  ;  at  top,  a  miniature  of  James  I.,  md 
within,  of  queen  Elizabeth ;  an  onyx  at  the  bottom. 

A  small  snuff-box  set  in  gold,  with  a  fragment  of  a  fine  antique 
cameo  in  grotesque  foliage  on  sardonyx ;  from  the  Arundelian  collec- 
tion. 

A  needle-case,  with  monkeys,  of  old  Japan. 

Two  boxes  in  compartments,  ditto. 

Two  small  ewers  of  bronze.     M. 

A  tea-kettle  of  Chinese  silver,  richly  chased. 

An  agate  oral  casket. 

Henry  Vlllth's  dagger,  of  Turkish  work :  the  blade  is  of  steel  da- 
masked with  gold,  the  case  and  handle  of  chalcedonyx,  set  with  dia- 
monds and  many  rubies.  From  the  collection  of  Lady  Elizabeth  Ger- 
maine.    The  Duchess  of  Portland  has  such  another  set  with  jacinths. 

Antique  fi^re  of  a  muse  cast  in  silver ;  sitting :  given  to  Mr.  Wat 
pole  by  Lord  Frederick  Campbell,  from  the  collection  of  his  father 
John  duke  of  Argyll. 

Four  small  Japan  boxes. 

A  boy's  head  modelled  in  wax  on  copper,  by  Abraham  Simon. 

A  ditto  with  a  bulla,  in  Roman  glass. 

A  large  amethyst,  set  coarsely  in  gold.  It  belonged  to  the  second 
Bishop  of  Landaff,  and  was  given  >^y  Jf  »^  JrAo^  Ewer  i>uiio»  of  Lai»- 
Ji^JSTy ;«  ^isv^o^.  ume*^  ic  was  round,  to  Dr.  Frederick  Keppel  Bisnup  of 
Exeter,  and  by  him  to  his  wife's  uncle  Mr.  Walpole. 

One  of  the  only  seven  mourning  rings  given  at  the  burial  of  Charles  I. 
It  has  the  king's  head  in  miniature ;  behind,  a  death's  head  between 
the  letters  C.  R.  The  motto.  Prepared  be  to  follow  me.  A  present  to 
Mr.  Walpole  from  Lady  Murray  Elliot. 

An  urn,  cameo  on  onyx,  mourning  ring  for  Henrietta  Hobart  coun- 
tess of  Suffolk. 

An  urn  set  with  diamonds,  mourning  ring  for  Arthur  Onslow, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

A  chimera,  antique  intaglia,  a  greene  stone  in  the  ancient  brass  set- 

A  small  antique  ring  with  the  head  of  Cybele,  all  of  one  piece  of 

A  gold  ring  for  a  child,  with  a  phallus ;  ditto. 

A  boy  with  his  head  in  a  scenic  mask,  on  a  red  stone ;  antique,  set 
in  gold. 

An  Egyptian  pebble  representing  exactly  the  portrait  of  a  woman  in 
profile,  a  rock  behind  her,  sky  before ;  set  in  gold. 

Two  pateras  of  bronze,  engraved.     M. 

Ivory  covers  of  a  Roman  pocket-book.     M. 

*  Anno  1794. 
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A  fibula,  a  smidl  votive  ibot,  an  agate  ornament  for  a  bridle,  and 
MMne  other  small  bronzes.    M. 

An  Egyptian  pebble,  with  a  lusus  naturae  that  represents  Voltaire  in 
his  night-gown  and  cap. 

A  small  head  in  water-colours  of  liotard,  without  his  bemrd  by  him- 
self; a  legacy  from  Mrs.  Delany*  ^ 


In  the  other  glass  case  r 

Leaf  of'  a  water-plant,  gracefully  tied  up  into  the  shape  of  a  cup^  with 
ft  saucer,  of  Chinese  bronze. 

Two  vases  of  Chelsea  porcelaine,  claret-colour,  gold  and  white, 
with  cartouches  of  historic  figures. 

Two  long  Japan  boxes. 

Two  Roman  spears,  a  votive  loot  and  toe. 

A  point  cravat  carved  by  Gibbons ;  a  present  from  Mr.  Grosvenor 
Bedford.  . 

An  old  enamelled  watch,  given  by  Mr.  Ch.  Churchill,  Junior. 

A  sihrer  gilt  reliquaire  and  chain;  given  to  Mr.  Walpole  by  George 
lord  Edgcumbe, 

An  Etruscan  Mars ;  very  barbarous.  ^ 

A  small  Egyptian  figure  sitting,  of  basaltes.    M. 

A  naked  man.     M. 

The  seal  of  Archbishop  Dowdall,  last  popish  primate  of  Ireland ;  in 
silver :  from  Mr.  Bristow's  Collection. 

Two  cups  and  a  saucer  of  Milan  stone. 

Two  caudle  cups  of  Chdsea  porcelaine,  blue  with  gold  figures. 

A  Japan  pomatum-pot. 

A  small'bloodstone  cup  set  in  gold  enamelled. 

A  small  cornelian  box  set  in  gold. 

A  triangular  cornelian  seal,  with  the  heads  of  the  two  Faustinas  and 
Lucilla,  intaglias  ;  by  Christian  Reisin. 

A  silver  seal,  extremely  ancient,  of  Hugh  Oneal,  King  of  Ulster ; 
brouriit  out  of  Ireland  by  Mr.  William  Bristow. 

A  large  ancient  gold  ring,  with  a  castle  on  it,  and  within,  Un  bon 
Ai ;  found  in  the! names. 

A  cornelian  sesd,  with  half  figure  of  Omphale;  antique  intaglia. 

Seal  of  Richard  Clitherol,  admiral  for  the  west  coasts  in  the  raigiK 
af  Henry  V. 

Seal  for  indulgences  of  Pope  Eugenius. 

Seal  of  the  corporation  of  Pool. 

Seal  of  the  fraternity  of  Saint  Mary  of  Hitchin.  These  torn  are  of 
bronze  and  ancient :  from  Mr.  BristoVs  collection. 

42* 
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A  spoon*  of  English  pebble,  widi  gold  handle  of  foliage. 

A  silver  bottle  for  essences,  that  opens  into  sereral  divisions. 

A  small  bust  of  Omphale  in  bronze. 

A  round  flat  box  of  silver  filigraine. 

A  tooth-pick  case,  of  Egyptian  pebble,  and  a  smelling  bottk  d 
agate. 

A  set  of  beads  mounted  in  silver  filigraine,  taken  in  Spsun  in  Qjaeco 
Anne's  war  by  Captain  Galfridus  Walpole,  brother  of  Sir  Robert 

A  seal  of  the  head  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole  on  white  cornelian;  by 
Natter ;  a  present  from  Margaret  lady  Brown. 

A  silver  popish  medal  mounted  in  filigraine. 

A  cup  and  saucer  of  Seve  porcelaine,  blue  with  white  heads. 

A  dressing-box  and  tray  of  fine  old  gold  Japan. 

A  tea-canister  of  straw  ;  on  one  side  Meleager  and  Atalanta,  on  tbe 
other  the  arms  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole  aud  Camerine  Shorter. 

A  Japan  dressing  box  and  tray  of  irregular  shape. 

Ditto,  octagon,  with  tray  and  six  round  boxes  within. 

A  pollux,  small  fine  antique  bronze.     M. 

A  small  Terminus.     M. 

A  round  white  snuff-box ;  on  the  top,  miniature  of  Madame  de 
Sevigne ;  at  bottom,  the  cypher  of  Rabutin  and  Sevigne,  in  marcaates. 
This  box  with  the  letterf  in  it  firom  Madame  de  Sevigne  in  the  Ely- 
sian  fields*to  Mr.  Walpole,  was  sent  to  him  by  Madame  du  Dafiand. 

*  There  were  a  dozen  of  these  spoons  made  by  order  of  Catherine  Lady  Walpde 
as  a  present  to  Queen  Caroline,  after  whose  death  Mr.  W.  met  with  this  and  tbe 
handle  of  another  in  a  toy-shop.  The  Countess  Downger,  mother  of  R.  Earl  of 
Burlington,  was  the  first  who  countenanced  the  polishing  of  English  pebbles,  aoi 
gave  a  fine  table  of  them,  which  is  now  at  Chiawick,to  her  son. 

t  Letter  written  by  Madame  Marie  de  Vichy,  Marquise  du  Dcfiand,  (the  ladyl» 
whom  Mr.  W.  afterwards  dedicated  his  edition  of  the  M6moires  de  GramtDOOtjia 
the  name  of  Madame  de  iSevign^  from  the  Elysian  fields  to  Mr.  Walpole,  aflerbii 
return  from  Paris  in  1766 : 

<'Des  champs  Eli86ea 

[Point  de  succession  de  terns,  point  de  dare.] 

"  Je  connois  votre  folle  passion  pour  moi ;  votre  enthousiasme  poor  mes  letiw 
votre  veneration  pour  les  lieux  que  j*ai  habitus:  J'ai  apris  le  culte  que  vooamy 
avei  rendu  :  j*en  suis  si  penetree,  que  j*ai  sollicit^  et  obtenu  la  permission  de  a» 
Sonverains  de  vous  venir  trouver  pour  ne  vous  quitter  jamais.  J*abandoDDe  am 
regret  ces  lieux  fortunes;  je  vous  prefere  k  tons  ses  habitans :  jouL«sez  du  plaisirde 
me  voir  ;  ne  vous  plaignez  point  que  ce  soit  qu^en  peinture ;  c*e8t  la  seule  existence 
que  puissent  avoir  les  ombres.  J'ai  et6  maltresse  de  choisir  Tage  o^  je  vooloi8I^ 
parottre ;  j*ai  pris  celuy  de  vingt  cinq  ans  pour  m^aesurer  d'etre  toujours  pour  Vov 
un  objet  agreable.  No  craignez  aucun  changement;  c*est  un  singulier  avantigc 
des  ombres;  quoique  legeres,  riles  sont  inimuables.  J'ai  pris  la  plus  petite  figvtt 
qa^il  m*a  et6  possible,  pour  n*<tre  jamais  separ^e  de  Vous.  Je  veux  vous  acGOi>' 
pagner  par  tout,  sur  terre,  sur  mer,  k  U  vWWj  aux  champs ;  Inais  ce  que  j*exige^ 
vous,  c*est  de  me  mener  encessamtncnt  en  France,  de  me  faire  revoir  ma  patrie,k 
ville  de  Paris,  et  de  choisir  pour  votre  habitation  le  fauxbourg  8t  Germain ;  c*eloil 


*  He  had  dined  at  Livri. 
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A  toothpick-case  of  gold,  enamelled  ^tb  cameos ;  a  present  from 
Lady  Diana  Beauclerc. 

A  gold  snuff-box,  with  the  image  in  wax  of  Madame  du  Deffand's 
dogj  Tonton,  whom  she  bequeathed,  with  this  muff-box  and  her  MSS. 
to  Mr.  walpole. 

A  green  and  white^  snuff-box  of  Dresden  porcelaine,  set  in  gold ; 
a  present  from  Francis  earl  of  Huntingdon. 

A  blood-stone  seal  set  in  old  enamd  ;  given  to  Mr.  Walpole  by  Mrs. 
Henrieta  Conway,  daughter  of  Francis  lord  Conway. 

A  smelling-bottle  of  purple  glass,  with  peacock's  feathers  in  gold. 

Ditto  of  Chinese  silver. 

A  small  ember  crucifix. 

A  small  bronze  figure  of  a  woman  with  a  rudder  and  cornucopia. 

Model  of  the  Great  Duke's  diamond. 


In  the  box  of  antique  rings : 

Tiberius,  cameo  on  onyx,  of  the  first  Greek  workmanship. 

Cupid  driving  a  car  with  two  butterflies ;  intaglia  on  cornelian. 

A  man's  head ;  alto  relievo  on  onyx. 

An  Elgyptian  goddess's  head  on  a  green  stone.    M. 

A  cock  and  cornucopia ;  intaglia  on  cornelian. 

A  bacchante  and  goat ;  fine  cameo  on  onyx :  given  to  Mr.  Walpole 
by  the  Princess  de  Craon. 

Germanicus ;  very  fine  intaglia  on  cornelian,  with  the  workman's 
name  Epitu,  for  Epitynchanes :  from  the  collection  of  the  Marquis 
Riccardi  at  Florence.* 

Head  of  Jupiter ;  ditto :  firom  ditto. 

A  scenic  mask ;  cameo  on  onyx. 

Caius,  nephew  of  Augustus ;  ditto. 

A  lion ;  intaglia  on  sardonyx. 

A  caprice,  on  white  cornelian  ;  intaglia.     M. 

Apollo ;  intaglia  on  cornelian  :  a  present  from  Sir  Horace  Mann. 

Isis  ;  Egyptian  cameo  on  onyx.     M. 

A  Cicada ;  fine  intaglia  on  cornelian. 

A  Syrion  king  ditto.     M. 

Faustina  senior ;  ditto. 

Christian  inscription  ^^ Vitas  luxuriam,  Homo  bone:"  cameo  on 
onyx. 

Matidia ;  intaglia  in  a  green  paste :  a  most  rare  head.    M. 

Ml  qu^habitoicnt  mes  meillcures  Amies,  c'est  le  sejour  des  votres ;  voas  ine  feres  faire 
connoiesance  avec  elles :  je  serai  bien  aise  de  jager  si  ellessont  digDes  de  voos,  et 
d*6tre  les  Ri vales  de. 

RABUTIN  DE  SEVIGNB.'' 
*  In  Baron  Stosch's  collection  of  Picrres  Gravies  which  have  the  names  of  their 
artists,  there  is  another  Germanicus  with  the  name  of  the  same  workman  EpitYO- 
chanes.    It  is  larger  than  Mr.  Walpo)e*s  and  represents  that  prince  younger^  bvt 
it  is  imperfect,  the  lower  part  being  broken  off  directly  from  the  chin. 
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TheHoiatii;  intagliaon  cornelian:  given  by  Sir  Bobeit  Waipole 

to  his  son  Horatio. 

Merciuy ;  intaglia  in  amethyst :  given  to  Mr.  Walpole  by  Geoenl 
Conway. 

Jupiter  Serapis ;  altissimo  relievo  in  bloodstone. 

A  ram's  head  intaglia  on  cornelian.  [End  of  die  ringk] 

Old  Japan  plate  of  different  colours. 

Popish  beads,  bou^t  at  the  church  of  St.  Anthony  of  Padua. 

Turkish  beads  enamelled  with  blue  and  gold ;  probably  for  ona* 
ments  in  a  procession ;  bought,  at  the  sale  of  Monsieur  Julienne,  at 
Paris. 

A  small  wooden  cross,  curiously  carved. 

A  most  beautiful  silver  bell,  made  for  a  pope  by  Benvenuto  CellisL 
It  is  covered  all  over  in  the  highest  relievo  with  antique  masks,  flies^ 
grasshoppers,  and  other  insects ;  the  virgin  and  boy-angels  at  top,  a 
wreath  of  leaves  at  bottom.  Nothing  can  exceed  the  taste  of  Ae 
whole  design,  or  the  delicate  and  natural  representation  of  the  insects ; 
the  wonderful  execution  makes  almost  exery  thing, credible  that  be 
says  of  himself  in  his  Life.  It  came  out  of  the  collection  of  the  Mar- 
quis of  Leonati  at  Parma,  and  was  bought  by  the  Marquis  of  Rocking- 
ham, who  exchanged  it  with  Mr.  Walpole  for  some  very  scarce  Bo- 
man  medals  of  great  bronze,  amongst  which  was  a  unique  medali- 
uncino  of  Alexander  Severus  with  the  amphitheatre,  in  the  highest 
preservation. 

Two  Cornish  diamonds,  one  enclosing  green^  the  other  yellow 
moss. 

A  bronze  altar-pot  and  a  tripod.    M. 

A  large  Groa  stone. 

A  silver  box,  almost  in  the  shape  of  an  egg,  engraved. 

A  small  box  of  the  gold  and  white  Je^an.  In  it  are  two  dates  foiUMi 
in  a  jar  at  Herculaneum ;  they  are  burnt  to  a  coal,  but  the  shapes  and 
rivelied  skins  are  entire. 

A  cornelian  spoon  that  belonged  to  Cossim  Aly  Caun. 

An  amber  toothpick-case. 

A  tortoise-shell  snuff-box,  the  top  represents  Flemish  lace ;  given  to 
Mr.  Walpole  by  Lady  Mary  Coke. 

A  round  snuff-box,  and  an  egg-shaped  ditto. 

Pictures  and  bronzes  in  other  parts  of  the  Tribune. 

Side  opposite  to  the  door: 

A  drawing  by  Mr.  Bentley,  representing  two  lovers  in  a  church 
looking  at  me  tombs  of  Abelard  and  Eloisa,  from  these  lines  of 
Pope — 

^  If  ever  chance  two  wandVing  lovtra  brintrs 
To  Pariiclete*8  white  walls  and  silver  aprings,**  &a 
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Christ  and  Manr  Magdalen  in  the  garden,  in  water-cdlours :  by  Ca* 
tfaerine  Lady  Wafpolc. 

Two  flower-pieces :  by  Baptiste  Monoyer. 
•    Christ  laid  in  the  sepulchre,  after  die  fine  picture  of  Parmegiano  at 
Houghton :  by  Mr.  Horace  Walpole. 

Two  more  flower-pieces :  by  Baptiste  Monoyer. 

Madonna  and  child :  by  Salsa  Ferrata,  after  Guido. 

Correggio's  Magdalen,  copied  in  crayons  hy  Rosalba. 

Temptation  of  St.  Anthony ;  by  Teniers. 

Story  of  Celadon  and  Astrea,  in  water-colours ;  by  W.  Baur. 

St.  George,  in  altissimo  reheyo  in  silver. 

Frances  Howard,  the  famous  Countess  of  Essex  and  Somerset :  by 
Isaac  Oliver :  irom  Mr.  West's  collection. 

Vandyck's  head,  by  himself;  a  sketch  for  the  duke  of  Gtaftim's 
picture. 

Soldiers  at  cards,  a  curious  picture,  painted  in  the  manner  of  Teniers, 
by  Vandyck ;  from  Lord  Oxford's  collection. 

The  education  of  Cyrus,  in  water-colours,  by  Judith  Boissiere,  a 
French  woman,  in  1725 ;  &am  Castiglione,  in  the  collection  at  Hous- 
ton. 

A  wreath  of  flowers ;  octagon ;  by  Phil.  Laura :  in  the  middle,  head 
of  Rosalba's  Tirolese  girl,  by  Carlevares,  a  female  scholar  of  Rosalba. 
Comehus  Polembere,  by  himself,  oval  on  copper ;  exquisitely  finished 
iiiu»  onam^l,  yct  yrit}^  great  freedom.  * 

His  wife,  by  ditto ;  K&&»ri/vr  in  freed  nca  and  ktbour*  'nese  km^^  fi<om 
Sir  Robert  Walpole's  collection. 

A  beautiful  bronze  vase,  taken  from  the  antiaue  by  Fiamingo,  -vi^o 
has  added  fine  bas-reliefs  of  boys :  from  the  Harieian  collection. 

A  young  gladiator  in  bronze.     M. 

A  young  Hercules,  ditto,  with  the  Uon's  skin  on  his  arm ;  fine.    M. 

An  antique  ewer  of  bronze :  a  greyhound  reaching  to  drink  forms 
the  handle:  a  present  from  Charles  Uhurchill,  Esq. 

A  very  rare  figure  of  Diana  of  Ephesus,  in  serpentine  stone. 

A  green  Egyptian  figure,  one  of  those  found  in  the  pyramids. 


Pictures  and  bronzes  on  the  side  where  the  altar  is : 

A  msm  and  woman  sitting :  by  Watteau ;  firom  Sir  Robert  Walpole's 
collection.* 

Thompson,  print-seller :  by  Rilev. 

An  oval  hunting-piece,-by  Wyck ;  firom  Sir  Robert  Walpole's  col- 
lection. 

Mary  queen  of  Scots,  whole  length  in  water-colours ;  by  Virtue, 
from  the  picture  at  Hatfield. 

A  merry-making,  very  neat ;  by  a  Swiss  lady. 

*  All  the  pictures  that  were  not  at  Houghton  were  sold  after  his  death. 
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A  nural  ball ;  ditto. 

St.  Sebastian ;  by  Goltzius. 

An  old  woman's  head ;  by  (Serard  Dow. 

Boys  with  vines  on  a  monument ;  fiom  Sr  Robert  Walpole'sc€ne^ 
tion :  by  Philippo  Laura. 

Christ^  as  a  pilgrim,  and  St  Catherine,  crowned  by  an  angel :  by  Tid- 
deo  Zucchero. 

A  calm  sea,  with  ships ;  by  Samuel  Scott 

The  engagement  between  the  Lion  and  fllizabeth  in  the  year  1745; 
theyoune  pretender  was  on  board  the  latter :  by  ditto. 

Tne  Florentine  boar  in  bronze. 

A  small  bronze  vase,  with  a  sacrifice  to  Priapus. 

A  large  ditto.     These  two  from  Dr.  Meade's  collection. 

A  Inonze  buIL 

An  E^ptian  hieroglyphic  hand :  bronze. 

A  sphinx ;  ditto.    M. 

Pictures  and  bronzes  on  the  side  opppsite  to  the  ahar: 

A  dog  drinking ;  b]r  Castiglione. 

Two  more  flower-pieces ;  by  Biqitiste  Monoyer. 

Two  larger ;  by  young  Baptiste. 

Charlotte  de  la  Tremouille,  grand-dwighter  o^  William  u^  ^^ 
pnnceTrf  Orange,  and  wife  of  J^^^ni  .^*.-w^oarl  of  Derby,  ^o  ins 
beheaded  in  the  civil  war:  she  defended  Latham4KNi8e  for  sefenl 
wttisks  aninst  the  republicans. 

The  Vii^  and  Child,  with  odier  saints ;  a  capital  drawing  by  Pv* 
menano. 

Ulysses  discovering  Achilles  among  the  daughters  of  Lyoomedei; 
by  Wermer,  in  water-colours,  after  ^coloPoussin.  The  architedire 
is  most  beautiful,  and  in  the  roof  Poussin  has  judiciously  iniiodiioc' 
an  ancient  bas-relief  with  the  Judgment  of  Paris,  as  connected  ^ 
the  story  of  Achilles. 

Madame  Suarez,  a  Florentine  beauty  ;  in  crayons,  by  Rosalba. 

Madame  de  Sevigne,  when  a  young  widow. 

Madame  de  Grignam.     These  two  are  ovals  on  copper,  by  Moots. 

A  woman  carrying  a  pig  to  be  sacrificed  ;  bronze.     M. 

A  lamp  with  a  satyr's  head;  ditto  :  copied  from  the  antique* 

An  antique  lamp,  of  bronze,  with  a  face. 

Sketch  of  the  head  of  Roger  Palmer  eari  of  Castkmaine,  fansband 
of  the  Duchess  of  Cleveland  ;  by  Sir  Godfrey  Kneller. 

Christ  deposited  in  the  sepulchre :  by  Mola,  after  Raphael. 

Christ  pra^ng  in  the  garden ;  by  Hiilippo  Laura :  from  the  colie^ 
tion  of  Monsieur  Julienne. 

Margaret  Cecil  lady  BroWli,  in  crayons;  by  HosaUNL 

Madame  de  la  Fayette,  on  copper ;  by  Muntz. 
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Lady  Maiy  Coke,*  in  wax ;  by  Gosaet 

Raphael's  Jonas,  in  iyojy. 

A  beautiful  lamp,  in  the  shape  of  a  foot,  Ci4>id  fidUen  asleep  oyer 
the  flame ;  antuiue  bronze  with  silyer  ornaments :  it  was  found  in  the 
temple  of  Cupia,  is  published  by  Montfaucon,  and  was  bought  at  tiie 
sale  of  the  Harleiaa  collection. 

Another  bronze  lamp. 

Pictures  and  bronzes  on  the  door^side :  . 

A  landscape ;  by  Miintz. 

Two  hermits ;  after  Rubens. 

Two  flower-pieces ;  by  young  Baptiste. 

A  Dutch  surgeon  dressing  a  boor's  leg ;  fix>m  Sir  Robert  Walk's 
collection. 

The  circumcision ;  by  Ludoyico  Carracci,  on  copper;  a  design  for 
an  altar-piece  which  he  executed  at  Bologna. 

A  farm-yard ;  most  natural. 

Young  Hercules  with  the  serpents ;  by  Annibal  Caracci. 

St.  George ;  painted  by  Gioseppe  d'Arpino  on  lapis  lazuli. 

Sir  Godfrey  Kneller,  when  young ;  by  himself:  great  spirit  These 
four  last  from  Sir  Robert  Walpole's  collection. 

A  Roman  emperor  in  bronze,  as  sm  idol,  with  thunderbolt  and  ca- 
duceus.    M. 

Two  Roman  lamps  of  bronze ;  one  Christiaft,  of  the  latter  empire. 

Sir  Peter  Lely,  in  crayons ;  by  himself. 

Rubens,  his  wife  and  child,  in  water-colours,  by  B.  Lens,  from  ike 
orisinal  at  Blenheim. 

A  batde,  in  black  and  gold,  exqu|s(itely  touched  by  Callot:  boug)it 
at  Mrs.  Stanley's  sale. 

The  yirgin  and  child  in  the  clouds,  the  city  of  BolOgna  beneath ; 
by  Goupy,  afler  Annibal  Caracci. 

A  drunken  boor ;  by  Brauwer. 

Head  of  an  abb^ ;  by  Tenieiis :  from  the  collection  of  Mcmsieur 
Hareng. 

Bust  of  an  emperor,  in  black  marble. 

A  bagpiper ;  bronze.    M. 

A  sacnficing  priest;  ditto.    M. 

N.B.  All  the  branzesy  lamps^  ifc.  Uand  on  braeheU  under  the  fic^ 


IN  THE  PA88A6S, 

Over  the  entrance  of  whidi  is  an  owl  in  cut-paper,  by  Berming- 
ham. 

*  Lady  Mary  Campbell,  fourth  daughter  of  John  duke  ofArgfyll  and  Greenwich, 
widow  of  Edward  lord  Coke,  only  son  of  Tbomafl  earl  of  Leicester.    This  waa  the' 
lady  to  whom  Mr.  W.  dedicated  the  Castle  of  Otranto. 
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An  Indian  bottle  and  pipe,  ornamented  with  gold  and  peails; 
brought  from  Bengal  by  Henry  Churchill,  Esq.  in  1776, 

A  flower  in  paper  mosaics;  by  MissJennings.* 

A  head  in  profile  of  Robert  V^re  earl  of  (hcford  and  duke  of  In- 
land, favourite  of  Richard  II.  from  Mr.  Scott's  collection. 

Mary  duchess  or  Richmond,  daughter  of  George  VUliers,  duke  d 
Bucks ;  small  w;hole  length  from  Vandyck. 

Head  of  Fiamingo  the  sculptor,  holding  an  ivory  group  of  boys. 

Drawing  of  a  (Jpncert,  by  Captain  Laroon. 

Vi^w  of  the  cathedral  of  Gloucester,  by  Samuel  Lysons,  Esq.  1785. 

View  of  Windsor  castle,  by  Lady  Diana  Spencer,  duchess  of  Bed- 
ford. 

Print  of  Monsieur  le  Due  de  Nivemois. 

A  scene  in  act  4th  of  the  Mysterious  Mother,  by  Westall. 


THE  SMALL  CLOSET. 

Venus  and  Cupid  in  ivory,  fmely  drawn  and  executed,  but  in  the 
Flemish  style ;  a  present  from  Mr.  Watson  the  surgeon. 

An  ivory  comb,  sent  by  Pope  Gregoty  to  Queen  Bertha ;  fiom  4e 
Portland  collection. 

A  view  of  the  castle  of  Otranto  as  it  really  exists ;  a  washed  ditw- 
ing ;  given  by  Lady  Craven. 

A  model  of  the  druidical  temple  that  was  discovered  in  Jersey,  in 
1786,  and  was  presented  by  the  States  of  the  island  to  their  Govenor- 
general  Conway,  and  is  now  erected  at  his  seat  at  Park-place  in  Berk- 
shire. 

A  flower  in  paper  mosaic,  by  Mrs.  Delany ;  a  legacy  from  her. 


THE  GREAT  NORTH  BED-pHAMBER 

Is  hung  with  crimson  Norwich  damask.  The  bed  is  of  tapestry  d 
Aubusson,  festoons  of  flowers  on  a  white  ground,  lined  with  crinaofi 
silk ;  plumes  of  ostrich  feathers  at  the  comers.  Six  elbow  chairs  of 
the  same  tapestry,  with  white  and  gold  frames ;  and  six  ebony  chairs. 
A  carpet  of  the  manufacture  of  Moorsfields ;  a  foot-carpet  of  needJt- 
work ;  and  a  fire-screen  of  the  tapestry  of  the  Gobelins. 

The  chimney  was  designed  by  Mr.  Walpole  from  the  tomb  of  V?. 
Dudley  Bishop  of  Durham,  in  Westminster-abbey,  and  is  of  Portlai«I 
stone,  gilt ;  with  dogs  of  or-moulu  vrith  arms  and  trophies  :  the  chim- 
ney-back is  ancient,  and  bears  the  arms  of  Henry  VII.  On  the  hearth, 
two  old  red  china  botdes. 

Over  the  chimney,  a  large  picture  of  Henry  VIII.  and  his  children; 
bought  out  of  the  collection  of  James  West,  Esq.  in  1773.  See^ 
description  of  this  curious  piece  in  the  Anecdotes  of  Painting.  On  tlie 
chimney. 
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A  bust  of  Frnnds  H.  kmg  of  France,  husband  of  Maiy  Queen  of 
Scots. 

A  brcHize  bas-relief  in  profile  of  Anne  of  Bretagne,  queen  of  Charles 
Vin.  and  of  Louis  XII.  These  two  heads  from  the  collection  of  the 
Count  de  Caylus. 

A  nautilus,  mounted  in  silver  gilt,  with  satyrs,  and  the  arms  of  Pas- 
ton. 

A  ciystal  tankard  and  cover  mounted  in  silver  gilt.  These  two 
pieces  belonged  to  the  last  Earl  of  Yarmouth. 

Four  old  blue  and  white  china  bottles. 

Two  bas-reliefs  of  boys  in  wax  on  glass,  designed  and  modelled  by 
Lady  Diana  Beauclerc,  sister  of  George  duke  of  Marlborough*  ^ 
the  back  are  written  these  lines : — 

Tho*  taate  and  ^rice  thro'  all  my  limbs  yoo  see, 

And  nature  breathes  her  soft  simplicity, 

Me  nor  Praxiteles  nor  Phidias  form*d, 

'Twas  Beaoclerc's  art  the  sweet  creatiop  warm*d» 

From  Marlbro*  sprung. — We  in  one  heav*n-borD  race 

Th'  attempered  rays  of  the  same  genius  trace ; 

As  h\g  with  meteors  from  one  clood  depart 

Majestic  thunder  and  keen  lightning's  dart  H.  W. 

On  one  side  of  the  chimney,  a  fine  whole  length,  by  Vandyck,  of 
Mamret  Smith,  wife  of  Thomas  Carye,  groom  of  the  bed-chamber 
to  Charles  I.  From  the  Wharton  collection,  afterwards  in  that  of  Sir 
Bobert  Walpole. 

On  the  odier  side,  Philip  Herbert  Earl  of  Pembroke  and  Mcmtgo- 
mery,  (with  a  view  of  Old  Wilton,)  whole  length  ;  by  Mytens. 

On  one  side  of  the  bed,  a  whole  length  of  Henry  Vere  earl  of  Ox- 
ford, in  his  robes.  He  was  made  knight  of  the  bath  at  the  creation 
of  Henry  prince  of  Wales,  and  died  in  Flanders  in  1625. 

On  the  other  side,  Robert  Walpole  second  earl  of  Orford ;  whole 
lengthy  in  robes  of  the  bath ;  by  Yanloo. 


On  the  side  opposite  to  the  bed : 

Frances,  daughter  of  Richard  Jennings,  Esq.  (the  Madamoiselle 
Jennbgs  of  Grammont)  fijrst  married  to  George  Hamilton,  and  after- 
^wards  to  Richard  Talbot  duke  of  Tyrconnel :  copy  by  Milboum,  from 
Ae  original  at  Lord  Spencer's. 

Two  views  of  Venice ;  by  Marieski. 

A  fine  landscape,  with  cattle ;  by  Gaspar  Poussin. 

The  Duchesse  de  la  Valiere,  mistress  of  Louis  XIV.  given  by  the 
DuchesshDowager  of  Portland. 

Madamoiselle  Hamilton,  comtesse  de  Grammont ;  copy  after  Lely, 
by  Eckudt 

Ninon  L'Enclos,  the  only  original  picture  of  her ;  given  by  herself  to 
VOL.  II. — 43 
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the  Countess  of  Sandwich,  danger  ct  Wilmot  earl  o(  Rodie8ter,aiMi 

by  her  grandson  John  earl  of  Sandwich  to  Mr.  Walpole. 

Richard  I.  prisoner  to  the  Archduke  of  Austria ;  hi^y  finished  bj 
Miens.' 

The  presentation  in  the  Temple :  its  companion :  by  Rembrandt* 

Oyer  the  doors,  which  were  designed  by  Mr.  Chute,  and  have  me- 
dallions of  Louis  XIV.  and  Charles  V.  in  bronze, 

Madame  de  Maintenon,  and  Hortense  Mancini  duchess  of  Mazann: 
the  latter  a  copy  from  Carlo  Maratti,  at  the  Duke  of  St  Alban's. 

A  small  japan  cabinet ;  a  dejeune  of  Seve  china,  blue  and  wfaHe, 
with  coloured  birds ;  and  a  blue  and  white  old  china  J9r. 


On  the  window  side : 

A  large  looking-glass  in  a  rich  ebony  frame  ;  and  two  bronze  anas, 
with  masks  for  candles. 

Over  the  glass,  the  original  portrait  of  Catherine  of  Bracanza,  ftat 
was  sent  from  Portugal  previous  to  her  marriage  with  Charles  II.  mi 
from  which  Faithome  scraped  his  print;  a  present  from  Richard  BaB, 
Esq. 

A  table  of  Saracen  mosiac,  sent  to  Mr.  Walpole  from  Rome  by 
Sir  William  Hamilton,  mounted  on  an  ebony  frame  with  two  eboHjf 
stands. 

An  ewer  and  two  beakers,  of  Roman  fayence ;  a  present  to  Mr- 
Walpole  from  Miss  Speed,  afterwards  married  to  the  comte  de  Vini, 
minister  from  Turin. 

A  small  table  with  a  landscape  of  Seve  porcelaine,  mounted  in  old 
japan ;  a  legacy  to  Mr.  Walpole  from  Mary  lady  Hervey. 

In  Ihe  window,  two  china  porcelaine  stools. 

Richard  Wellborn,  master  of  requests  temp.  Henry  VIII.  He  ^ws 
descended  from  a  younger  son  of  Smion  de  Montford  earl  of  Leicester, 
on  whose  death,  to  secure  himself,  he  changed  his  name  to  Wellboia; 
a  present  from  the  earl  of  Exeter. 

Sir  Nicholas  Carew,  knight  of  the  carter  and  master  of  the  hone 
to  Henry  VIII.,  in  whose  reign  he  was  beheaded :  copied  by  Milhoan 
fom  the  original  by  Holbein,  at  Beddington  in  Surrey. 

Sir  John  Perrot,  lord  deputy  of  Ireland  in  the  time  of  Queen  Eto 
beth ;  in  black  and  white  chalk,  by  Chambars,  from  the  original  it 
Sir  Herbert  Perrot  Packin^n's. 

The  original  sketch  of  Uie  beggar's  Opera :  Walker,  as  MacheaA; 
Miss  Fenton,  afterwards  Duchess  of  Bolton,  as  Polly ;  Hippisley, » 
Peach'em;  Hall,  as  Lockit:  on  one  side,  in  a  box.  Sir  Thomas  Robin* 
son,  very  tall  and  lean ;  Sir  Robert  Fagg,  a  famous  horse-racer,  ft 

*  These  two  pietures  were  bought  of  a  very  old  gentlewoman,  for  wboie  gruj' 
fattier  they  had  been  painted,  and  till  then  had  never  been  taken  oot  of  Uieirpi 
black  frames. 


STRAW^BRRY-HIit.  607 
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with  short  gray  hair;  by  Hogarth.  Bought  at  the  sale  of  John  Hich, 
the  well-known  harlequin,  and  master  of  the  theatres  in  Lincoln's-inn- 
fields  and  Covent-garden,  for  whom  the  picture  was  piunted. 

V^  Helmont,  the  chy  mist ;  copied  by  Muntz  from  a  fine  original  by 
Sir  Petei^  Ldy,  at  HiQ  Earl  of  Hertford's  at  Ragley. 

Lady  Henrietta  Berkeley,  sister-in-law  and  mistress  of  Ford  lord 
Grey  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.    Bought  at  Lady  Suffolk's  sale. 

Mary  princess  of  Orange,  daughter  of  King  Charles  I.  given  to  Mr. 
Walpole  by  the  prince  of  Monaco. 

Rehearsal  of  an  Opera,  with  caricatures  of  the  principal  perform- 
ers: Nicolini  stands  in  front,  Mrs.  Toft  is  at  the  harpsichord,  Margarita 
is  entering  in  black,  f  Bought  at  the  sale  of  John  duke  of  Ar^U,  who 
boudit  it  at  that  of  Charles  Stanhope,  Esq.  by  Sebastin  Ricci :  the 
landscape  in  it  by  Marco  Ricci. 

Heniy  VU.  a  most  capital  portrait,  on  bosLrd,  and  incomparable  for 
the  truth  of  nature,  expression,  and  chiaro  scuro.  The  character  and 
thought  in  the  countenance,  and  its  exact  conformity  with  the  bust  by 
Torregiani  in  the  Star-chamber,  make  it  unquestionably  a  portrait  for 
which  the  king  sat ;  and  yet  the  knowledge  of  light  and  shade,  not 
possessed  eren  by  Holbein,  makes  it  probable  that  this  picture  was  re- 
touched by  Rubens,  of  whose  colouring  it  is  wordiy  and  resembles. 

A  table  painted  by  Lady  Anne  Fitzpatrick,  daughter  of  the  Earl  of 
Ossory. 

In  the  bow  windows  are  ten  coats  of  arms  in  painted  riass,  by 
Peckitt  of  York,  with  the  principal  matches  of  the  family  of  Walpole. 

The  ceiling  was  copied  from  one  at  the  Vine  in  Hampshire. 

Curiosities  in  the  glass  closet  in  the  great  bed-chamber. 

A  salver  of  Raphael  fayence,  story  of  the  Prodigal  Son. 

A  lai^  dish,  ditto,  story  of  Absalom. 

One  mtto,  smaller,  story  of  Jael  and  Sisera. 

A  larg^  plate,  ditto,  Feast  of  the  gods. 

One  smsdler,  Christ  walking  on  the  water. 

One  ditto,  cupids  in  relievo,  ribbed  border.* 

Ditto,  Apollo  and  Marsyas,  scolloped  border. 

Two  small  ditto,  with  landscapes  and  buildings. 

Two  ditto,  twelve  square,  very  coarse. 

Two  ten  square  dishes  of  the  old  dragon  china. 

A  fine  silver  trunk  to  hold  perfumes,  with  bas-reliefs,  the  top  firom 
Raphael's  Judgment  of  Paris ;  the  work  of  Benvenuto  Cellini.  Bought 
out  of  the  Great  Duke's  wardrobe ;  a  present  from  Sir  Horace  Mann. 

A  Chinese  steelyard. 

An  amber  standing  cup  and  cover,  from  Mrs.  Kennon's  collection. 

A  bottle  of  purple  glass.*  This  and  all  the  following  articles 
marked  with  an  asterism,  Were  bought  at  the  sale  of  Count  Caylus  at 
Paris. 

t  The  (jfentlenian  in  blae,  with  a  patch  on  one  eye,  sitting  hj  the  Margarita,  is 
Sir  Robert  Rich,  father  of  Elizabeth  lady  Lytteltnn.  See  curious  accoants  of  Mra. 
Toft  and  the  MargariU,  in  the  5tb  vol.  of  Sir  John  Hawkins's  History  of  MuBic 
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Seven  boxes  of  the  old  gold  and  white  japan,  with  smaUer  beset  of 
the  same  within. 

A  silver  gilt  plate  in  relievo,  the  meeting  of  Charles  V.  and  Fiands 
I.y  a  present  from  Sir  William  Hailnilton. 

A  pair  of  gloves  worn  by  King  James  the  First;  bou^t  oat  of 
Thoresby's  museum. 

The  wedding  gloves  of  Mrs.  Hampden,  wife  of  the  celebrated  Job 
Hampden. 

.  An  agate  puncheon,  with  the  arms  of  Mr.  Gray  the  poet,  and  a  Goi 
stone ;  given  to  Mr.  Walpole,  by  Dr.  Browne  and  Mu  W.  Mason,  Mr. 
Gray*s  executors. 

A  carved  bottle  for  perfuj9Des,  mounted  in  silver;  Indian. 

A  bronzed  perfume  pot. 

A  clouded  eWer  of  polished  earth.* 

An  ewer  of  VUleroy  ware. 

Three  packs  of  Florentine  cards,  for  playing  at  Minehiati  and  Ta- 

lOCCO. 

Ruben's  child,  in  biscuit  china  of  Nancy. 

Three  French  snuff-boxes  mounted  in  gold. 

Small  ivorjr  box,  containing  a  suite  of  prints,  representing  medals  oa 
the  victories  in  the  war  at  the  end  of  the  reign  of  Creorge  H. 

A  snuff-box,  with  views  of  Spa ;  given  by  Miss  Churchill. 

Two  enamel  plates,  presents  from  Caroline  lady  Greenwich. 

A  silver  gilt  apostle-spooa.  Addijson,  in  the  Drunrnier,  mentioas 
apostle-^oons ;  and  so  do  Beaumont  and  Fletcher,  in  one  ofdidr 
plays.  It  was  aa  ancient  fashion  to  have  a  litde  figure  at  the  end  of  i 
spoon's  handle,  as  this  has.  It  was  a  present  from  the  Reverend  Mr. 
W/Cole. 

ITiree  ditto,  ungilt 

An  antique  bronze  of  a  man,  naked,  the  head  of  Sir  Robert  Wil- 
pole,  added  by  Nattier. 

Small  octagon  di^  of  old  china,  with  figures. 

Nineteen  draftsmen  of  box,  widi  heads  of  German  princes  aad 
princesses ;  a  present  from  Charles  duke  of  Richmond. 

Fourteen  more,  bo^ht  at  Mr.  Bateman's  sale. 

Two  vases  of  blue  china  mounted  in  or<noulu. 

A  blue  and  white  plate  with  the  brown  edge,  old  ohina. 

A  smaller  with  dragons,  without  the  border. 

Two  octagons  of  blue  and  white  with  figures,  pierced. 

Two  hexagon  saucers,  ditto,  with  feet. 

A  box  with  ancient  round  trenchers,  with  scriptural  mottoes;  a  pr^ 
sent  from  the  Reverend  Mr.  W.  Cole. 

A  German  pitcher  and  cover^  with  bas-reliefs  of  figures  dancing'* 

Two.  plates,  of  Chantilly  china,  of  different  sizes. 

A  tea-pot  of  ttie  old  red  japan  ware. 

Another  red  and  black,  of  china. 

A  Tuikish  mug,  with  characters.* 

An  eacthen  pot,  Indian** 
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A  blue  and  white  earthen  baml,  with  handles.* 

A  drinking^vessel  of  black  earth,  with  ditto.* 

A  saltcellar  of  old  fiaiyence  supported  by  dolphins. 

Two  blue  and  white  dishes  and  seven  plates  of  old  china ;  a  legacy 
from  Mrs.  Henrietta  Conway,  sister  of  Francis  earl  of  Hertford. 

Two  old  blue  and  w;hite  water-plates. 

A  copper  dish  with  a  foot,  enamelled  with  the  stoiy  of  Abraham  and 
Melchizede<i ;  a  present  from  Greorge  William  Henrey  earl  of  Bristol. 

A  basket  of  Sere  china,  blue,  gold,  and  white. 

A  Statibrdshire  Etruscan  vase. 

A  blue  rase  of  antique  Roman  glass  with  a  boy's  head.* 

Four  water-plates  of  old  coloured  china.    ■ 

An  urn  and  coyer  of  Volterra  alabaster. 

Two  ewers  of  ancient  glass.* 

A  blue  and  white  square  pot  for  flowers,  o(  old  china. 

A  speculum  of  kennel*coal,  in  a  leathern  case. '  It  is  curious  for 
having  been  used  to  deceive  the  mob  by  Dr.  Dee,  the  conjurer,  in  the 
reien  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  It  was  in  tiie  collection  of  the  Mordaunts 
eans  of  Peterborough,  in  .whose  catalo^e  it  is  called  the  black  sUme 
into  which  Dr.  Dse  used  to  call  his  spirit$.  From  the  Mordaunts  it 
passed  to  Lady  Elizabeth  Germaine,  and  from  her  to  John  last  duke 
of  Argyll,  whose  son.  Lord  Frederick  Campbell,  gave  it  to  Mr.  Wal 
pole. 

A  small  bust  interra-cottaofNicolo  Poussin's  wife,  beautifully  simple 
and  natural,  by  Fiamingo,  amicitis  causa ;  from  Mons.  Mariette's  col* 
lection. 

Two  square  flower-tubs  of  Wedgwood's  ware,  painted  with  antique 
cameos  and  maskd  in  blue,  from  designs  of  Lady  Diana  Beauclerc. 

The  spurs  worn  by  King  William  at  the  battle  of  the  Boyne,  pre- 
served in  an  Irish  family,  and  given  to  the  late  Earl  of  Harcourt  when 
lord  lieutenant,  and  by  the  present  earl  to  Mr.  W.  in  a  red  leather  box 
lined  with  green  velvet. 

A  tortoise-shell  case  studded  with  silver,  in  which  Van  Tromp  used 
to  carry  his  pipes  to  sea :  a  present  from  Mr.  Hamilton. 

Two  ivory  billiard-stieks,  engraved ;  they  belonged  to  H.  Heri>ert 
earl  of  Pembroke,  and  have  his  crest  a  wyvem  holding  a  bloody 
hand,  and  the  bear  and  ragged  staff  for  his  third  wife,  the  famous 
Mary,  sister  of  Philip  Sidney  :  and  an  ancient  ivory  busk,  engraved 
with  Fren(;h  devices  smd  mottoes :  all  three  frt>m  the  collection  of  Mr. 
Gostling  at  Canterbury. 

Twelve  silver  dessert-platfes,  engraved  with  the  history  of  tiie  Prodi- 
gal Son.  They  belonged  to  Lord  Chancellor  Clarendon,  and  descend- 
ed to  his  great  grand-daughter  the  celebrated  Duchess  of  Queensbury, 
and  were  purchased  at  the  duke's  auction. 

A  sdall  tray  of  red  japan. 

A  snuff-box  beautifully  painted  in  browtt  and  white  with  figures 
'  fiom  Etruscan  vases,  bespoken  at  Naples,  and  given  by  Sir  WiUiam 
Hamilton^ 

48* 
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An  ancient  Gennan  wooden  spoon,  curiously  carved  with  idigHMU 
figures  and  mottoes. 

A  vase  of  rock  crystal,  carved  with  battles,  unfinished,  having  bea 
cracked  in  the  workmanship,  with  a  silver  gilt  foot;  bou^t  oitt 
of  the  Great  Duke'a  wardrobe  by  Su-  Horace  Mann^  and  sent  to 
Mr.  W. 

An  ebony  cabinet,  (xnamented  with  or-moulu,  lapis  lazuli,  agates, 
pieces  of  ancient  enaipe\,  bas-reliefs  of  Wedgwood,  and  nine  capital 
drawings  of  a  gipsy  girl  and  b^autifiil  children, by  Lady  Diana  Bean- 
clerc,  with  other  drawings  by  her ;  and  with  strawberries  and  Mr. 
Walpole's  arms  and  ccest.  "Ihe  desi^  of  the  cabinet  by  Mr.  £.  Ed- 
wards, in  1783. 

A  snuff-box  of  red  and  white  plaister,  from  the  Piscine  mirabili  at 
Rome :  a  present  from  Miss  Campbell. 

A  snufl-box  with  mosaic  pigeons,  froo^  the  antique  ;  a  present  bom 
ber  royal  highness  the  Duchess  of  Gloucester. 

A  large  black  stone  basin,  made  from  the  quarry  with  which  the 
Duke  of  Argyll's  house  at  Inveraxy  is  built,  and  which  is  soft  whenbat 
cut ;  given  by  Mr.  Pinkerton« 

In  the  closet- window  is  a  head  of  Queen  Elizabeth  in  painted  (^ 
apd  another  pane  with  men  playing  at  cards,  very  old. 


W  THE  BACK  8TAIBS. 

Lady  Catherine  Fitzalan  marchioness  of  Dorset,  daughter  of  WilliaB 
earl  of  Arundel,  and  first  wife  of  Henry  Grey,  afterwards  Duke  d 
Suftblk,  firom  whom  she  was  divorced  to  make  room  for  his  maniigt 
wUh  Lady  Frances  Brandon,  daughter  of  Mary  queen  of  France  aw 
Charles  duke  of  Suffolk. 

A  large  piece  of  still  life,  by  Adrian  Van  Utrecht. 


THE  BEAUCLCRC  CLOSET 

Is  a  hexagon  built  in  1776,  and  designed  by  Mr.  Essex,  architect, 
of  Cambridge,  who  drew  the  ceiling,  door,  window,  and  surbase.  lo 
the  window  is  a  lion  and  two  fleurs  de  lys,  royally  crowned,  ancient 
but  repaired  and  ornamented  by  Price ;  and,  bemg  bearings  in  the 
royal  arms,  serve  for  Beauclerc.  The  closet  is  hung  viiih  Indian  bloc 
damask,  and  was  built  on  purpase  to  receive  seven  incomparable  diaw- 
in^s  of  Lady  Diana  Beauclerc  for  Mr.  Walpole's  tragedy  of  the  Mjs* 
tenpus  Mother.  The  beauty  and  grace  of  the  figures,  and  of  the  childres 
are  inimitable ;  the  expressipn  of  the  passions  most  masterly,  particularlj 
in  the  devotion  of  the  countess  with  the  porter,  of  Benedict  in  the  scene 
with  Martin,  and  the  tenderness,  despair,  and  resolution  of  the  countessin 
iJBkfi  last  sce^e :  in  which  is  a  new  stroke  of  double  passion  in  Edmund) 
whose  right  hand  is  clenched  and  ready  to  strike  with  anger,  die  M 
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hand  relents.  In  the  scene  of  the  chfldren,  some  are  evidently  vulgari 
the  others  children  of  rank;  and  the  first  child,  that  pretends  to  look 
down  and  does  leer  up^rards,  is  chaiming.  Only  two  scenes  are  re* 
presented  in  all  the  seven,  and  yet  all  are  variea :  and  the  ground  in 
the  first,  by  a  very  uncommon  effect,  eyidently  descends  and  rises 
again.  These  sublime  drawings,  the  first  histories  she  ever  attempted, 
were  all  conceived  and  executed  in  a  fortnight...  Other  pictures  in 
this  closet  are, 

Lady  Diana  Beauclerc,  by  Powel,  aftec  Sir  J.  Reynolds.. 

Charles  Lenox  third  duke  of  Richmond,-  profile,  by  MUboum  ^fter 
Romney. 

Count  Schouallow,  favourite  of  the  Czarina  Elizabetti,  whose  image 
he  holds.  This  worthy  man,  who  enjoyed  absolute  power  for  twelve 
years,  never  did  an  injury  or  made  an  enemy.  Painted  at  Paris  in 
1776. 

Two  young  women  and  a  boy,  a  drawing  in  a  round,  by  Lady  Diana 
Beauclerc. 

Four  fironts  of  a  gothic  house,  designed  by  Mr.  John  Chute  for  Mr. 
Andrews,  and  built  at  Spinehill  near  Donnington-castle,  Berkshire. 

Two  capital  drawings  by  Paiilo  Panini,  bought  at  Mariette's  sale. 

A  view  of  the  fictitious  monument  designed  and  erected  by  General 
H.  S.  Conway,  near  the  lliames,  at  his  seat  at  Park-place  near  Henley : 
and 

A  view  of  the  lesser  arch,  designed  and  erected  bythe  same,  at 
ditto;  with  a  small  portrait  of  the  general  himself.  These  two  by 
Paul  Sandby,  in  1781. 

All  these  pictures  have  black  and  gold  firames.. 

Two  arms  for  candles,  of  or-moulu,  in  the  form,  of  lilies,  firom  Paris. 

Two  black  and  gold  triangular  stands. 

A  tea-service  of  old  blue  and  white  porcelaine. 

A  tea-chest  of  Clay's  ware,  painted  with  loose  feathers. 

A  head  of  Augustus,  from  an  antique  cameo  belonging  to  Sir  Wil- 
liam Hamilton,  modelled  in  wax  by  Mrs.  Darner,  daughter  of  General 
Conway,  in  1777. 

A  head  of  Voltaire,  ditto,  its  companion. 

A  writing-table  of  Clay's  ware,  highly  tarnished :  it  is.  black,  with 
blue^  and  white  ornaments  in  a  Gothic  pattern,  desired  by  Paul  Sand- 
by.  In  one  of  the  drawers  the  play  of  The  Mystenous  Mother,  to  ex- 
plain the  drawings,  bound  in  blue  leather  and  ^It. 

Four  blue  damask  stools  with  black  and  ^old  frames.. 

The  book  of  Psalms,  with  twenty-one  inimitable  illuminations  by  Don 
J  ulio  Clovio,  scholar  of  Julio  Romano.  If  any  thing  can  excel  the  figures, 
it  is  the  execution  of  the  borders,  which  are  of  the  purest  antique  taste, 
and  unrivalled  for  the  lustre  and  harmony  of  the  colours,  as  well  as 
for  the  preservation,  which  is  allowed  to  be  more  perfect  than  any  of 
the  few  works  of  this  extraordinary  master.  It  was  painted,  as  is  said 
on  one  of  the  illuminations,  Principi  Andegavensi,  1537 ;  was  after- 
wards in  the  Arundelian  collection ;  on  the  dispersion  of  which  it  was 
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purchased  by  the  Ekrl  of  Oxford  in  1720,  who  bequeathed  it  to  Us 
daughter  the  Duchess  of  Portland,  at  whose  sale  Mt'.  Walpole  bon^ 
it  in  1786. 

The  head  of  Jujjiter  Serapis,  in  basaltes.  The  divine  majesty  and 
beauty  of  this  precious  fragment  prove  the  great  ideas  and  conson- 
mate  taste  of  the  ancient  sculptors.  This  bust  was  purchased,  iridi 
the  celebrated  rase,  from  the  Barberini  collection  at  Rome,  by  Sb 
William  Hamilton :  and  was  sold  with  the  vase  to  the  Duchess  of 
Portland,  and  on  her  grace's  death  was  bought  by  Mr.  Walpole. 

A  locket  with  hair  of  Mary  Tudor,  queen  of  France ;  "^hose  tomb 
was  opened  in  1784 ;  a  present  from  Miss  Fauquier. 

A  very  small  crystal  watch  t  a  present  from  General  Fitzwilliain. 

General  Moncke,  by  Cooper. 


THE  ROUND  BED-CHAMBER,  TWO  PAIR  OP  STAIRS. 

The  inside  of  a  church,  a  very  good  Flemish  picture,  on  board;  i 
legacy  to  Mr.  Walpole  from  Doctor  Meyrick,  at  Isleworfh. 

Henrietta  Hobart  countess  of  Suffolk,  sitting ;  a  view  of  Marble-bfflt 
Twickenham :  by  Jervas.  It  was  Mr.  Pope's :  Lady  Suffolk  bou^t  it 
at  Mrs.  Martha  Blount's  sale,  and  gave  it  to  Mr,  Walpole. 

Ogleby,  the  poet,  in  his  shirt ;  fine,  by  Fuller :  from  Sir  R.  WalpokV 
Collection. 

Tillemans,  the  painter. 

Mrs.  Barry,  the  celebrated  actress ;  profile,  by  Sir  Godfrey  Knelkr. 
Sketch  for  the  head  of  Britannia  in  the  great  equestrian  picture  of 
King  William  at  Hampton-Court. 

Henrietta  duchess  of  Orleans,  as  Pallas;  bought  at  Lady  Suffolk's 
sale. 

The  emperor  Maximilian ;  a  curious  head. 

Robert  Dudley  earl  of  Leicester. 

Two  half  lengths  of  ladies,  by  Sir  Peter  Lely. 

Christian  Reisin,  seal-engraver,  in  an  oval;  freely  painted  by  D«U- 

Enoch  Zeeman,  the  painter,  in  his  original  presbyterian  habit,  and 
his  daughter  as  a  boy  by  him :  well  painted  by  himself. 

Pearce,  sen.  statuary,  by  Fuller:  from  Vertue's  collection. 

Portrait  of  Oliver  'Cromwell's  mother,  copied  from  the  origmal  i^ 
Hinchinbrook ;  given  by  Lord  Sandwich. 

Mrs.  Catherine  Clive,  the  actress,  with  a  music-book;  painted fcj 
Davison :  a  present  from  her  brother  Mr.  James  Raftor. 


THE  GREAT  CLOYSTER. 

At  each  end  a  blue  and  white  china  flower-pot;  and  inlhe  roii^^ 
a  fine  antique  marble  vase,  on  a  pedestal,  with  a  Greek  inscriptio*- 
bou^t  at  die  sale  of  Charles  Price,  Esq.  in  1778. 
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Eig^t  veiy  ancient  Welch  chairs,  turned,  and  four  sttt&ds:  bought 
at  the  sale  of  Mr.  Richard  Bateman  of  Old  Windsor. 

The  piers  of  the  garden-gates  are  of  artificial  stone,  and  tak^i  from 
die  tomb  of  William  de  Luda,  bishop  of  Ely,  in  that  cattiedral. 

Before  the  chapel  stand,  on  pedestals,  four  rare  Indian  flower-tubs, 
bought  at  Mr.  Bateman's. 


In  Ihe  south-west  comer  of  the  wood,  is  built  of  brick,  with  a  beau- 
tiful, front  of  Portland  stone,  executed  by  Mr.  Gayfere,  of  Westmin- 
ster, and  taken  from  the  tomb  of  Edmund  Audley,  bishop  of  Salisbury, 
in  that  cathedral.  In  the  anti-chapel  is  an  oaken  Gothic  bench,  de- 
signed by  Mr.  Bentley ;  over  it,  a  head  of  Saint  John  Baptist,  alto- 
imevoy  in  marble,  on  a  pedestal  of  the  same,  in  a  fine  taste,  the  work 
of  Donatello,  and  a  present  firom  Sir  Horace  Mann.  On  the  oppoedte 
side,  a  crucifix  of  bronze ;  and  beneath  it,  on  an  angular  pedestal  of 
&yence,  on  which  is  a  bust  of  an  angel,  stands  an  encensoir  of  bronze. 
By  the  door  is  a  holy- water-pot,  of  earthen- ware,  giyen  by  Mr.  G.  A. 
Selwyn. 

Four  panels,  that  came  out  of  the  abbey  of  St.  Edmundsbury,  and 
were  doors  to  an  altar-piece,  and  were  since  in  the  possession  of  Pe- 
ter Lenere,  Norroy,  and  after  him,  of  Mr.  Martin  and  Mr.  Ives,  anti- 
quaries ;  on  whose  death  Mr.  W.  bought  and  had  them  sawed  into 
four  pictures.  On  the  outside  pannels  are  Henry  Beaufoi[t,  cardinal 
..of  Winchester,  and  John  Kemp,  archbishop  of  Canterbury.  On  one 
of  the  insides,  is  Humphrey,  duke  of  Gloucester,  praying ;  and  behind 
him  a  saint  holding  the  duice's  cap  of  estate  in  one  hand,  and  a  gold- 
en chalice  in  the  other.  On  the  other  is  a  person  in  the  act  of  ado- 
ration in  a  stable,  whence  it  is  probable  that  the  Virgin  and  child 
were  represented  on  the  middle  piece  which  is  wanting,  lliis  per- 
son seems  to  be  Joseph,  but  may  be  the  donor  of  the  ^tar-piece,  as 
over  him  is  a  shield  of  arms  of  Tate,  impaling  Boleyn  or  Sanders,  for 
the  colour  of  the  chevron  is  turned  black.  Tnese,  perhaps,  might  b^ 
attached  to  the  house  of  Lancaster,  who  were  great  bene&ctors  to  the 
abbey,  and  two  princes  of  which  femily,  afterwards  so  memorable  for 
their  enmity,  are  here  represented.  The  three  porticaits  agree  remark- 
ably with  those  of  the  same  persons  in  the  marriage  of  Henry  VI.  in 
the  library,  especially  the  archbishop  and  the  duke,  who  has  ihe  same 
bald  head  and  furred  mantle.  The  two  prelates  are  hkrd  and  dry, 
but  the  duke  and  Joseph  are  painted  in  a  style  very  superior  to  that 
age,  aiid  the  folds  of  their  garments  loose  and  large,  not  unworthy  of 
die  Bolognese  school^ 

In  the  window  are  the  original  portraits*  of  Hennr  HI.  and  his 
queen,  in  painted  glass,  with  other  saints  and  coats-o^arms.     Front- 

.  *  "Hiese  were  a  preseot  firom  the  Barl  of  Asbbumham. 
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ing  the  door  stands  a  magnificent  shrine*"  of  mosaic,  three  stones 
high ;  and  beneath  it,  a  cnicifixf  inlaid  with  mother-of-pearl,  bou^ 
at  the  sale  of  the  Honourable  Richard  Bateman,  in  1774.  On  m 
side  of  the  shrine,  in  a  recess,  stands  on  a  console  a  figure  of  an 
ancient  king  of  France,  in  fayence ;  on  the  other  side,  the  Virgin  Maiy, 
of  bronze.  The  roof  was  designed  by  Mr.  Chute.  On  a  tablet  ow 
ttie  door  is  the  following  inscription : — 

"  The  shrine  in  firont  was  brought,  in  the  year  1768,  fi»m  the  chuitk 
of  Santa  Maria  maggiore,  in  Rome,  when  the  new  pavement  was  laid 
there.  This  shrine  was  erected  in  the  year  1266,  over  the  bodies  of 
the  holy  martyrs  Simplicius,  Faustina,  and  Beatrix,  by  John  James 
Capoccio  and  Vinia  his  wife ;  and  was  the  work  of  Peter  CaTalioi, 
who  made  the  tomb  of  Edward  iStke  Confessor,  in  Westminster-abbej. 
See  the  .Anecdotes  ofPidnHngy  p.  24. 

"  The  window  was  brought  from  the  church  of  JBexhill,  in  Srasex. 
The  two  prmcipal  figures  are  King  Henry  III.  and  Eleanor  of  Pro- 
▼ence,  his  queen,  the  only  protraits  of  them  extant.  King  Hemy 
died  in  1272,  and  we  know  of  no  painted  glass  more  ancient  doB 
the  reign  of  hiis  father^  King  John.  These  portraits  hare  been  en- 
graved for  th«  frontis-piece  to  The  Anecdotes  ofPainHng. 

"  This  chapel  was  erected  by  Horace  Walpole,  in  the  year  1771. 
The  facade  was  copied  from  a  chapel-tomb  in  the  cathedral  of  ^ 
lisbury." 

At  the  end  of  the  winding  walk  is  a  large  seat,  in  the  fom  rf  > 
diell,  carred  in  oak,  from  a  design  by  Mr.  Bentley. 


THE  COTTAGE  IN  THE  FLOWER-GARDEN. 

THE  T£A«ROOM 

Is  hung  with  green  paper  and  prints.     Over  the  chimney  Maiy  Ur 

Kile  iSdy  Hervey,  by  Ramsay,  m  a  frame  carved  by  Gibbons ;  fio» 
r.  Bateman's.  Two  sconces  of  Chantilly  china ;  a  sceau  for  liqacffiS) 
of  Seve ;  two  chocolate-cups  ditto ;  a  handle-cup  and  saucer;  a  canr 
die-cup  and  deep  saucer ;  all  with  colouxed  flowers-  A  rice-cup  od 
feet ;  a  saltcellar  of  old  fayence  ^  and  four  biscuit  figures.  On  A< 
hearth,  a  large  green  vase  of  German  ware,  with  a  q)read  eagle,  aw 
lizards  for  handles.     From  Mr.  Bateman's. 

On  a  shelf  and  brackets,  two- pots-pourris  of  Nankin  chipa;  t«o 

*  It  was  repaired,  and  parts  supplied,  by  Richter,  who  made  the  chimoey-pie^ 
in  the  round  room ;  but  he  could  not  aupply  the  golden  glass  in  the  origioaJ,  tw 
art  of  which  is  h)st. 

t  It  stands  on  an  angel  and  shield,  which  came  out  of  Westminster-abbey. 
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S*erced  blue  and  white  banns  of  old  Delft ;  and  two  sceaus  of  coloured 
lYe;  a  blue  and  white  vase  and, coyer ;  and  two  old  fayence  bottles. 
On  the  tea-table,  a  white  tea-pot  with  ^Id  edge,  of  Seye ;  four 
handle-cups  and  saucers,  a  su^-dish,  milk-pot,  basin,  and  plate  of 
the  same ;  a  tea-pot  of  crackled  china,  with  blue  and  brown  flowers ; 
an  octagon  green  basin  with  coloured  flowers;  a  ditto,  white,  with 
ditto ;  a  green  leaf,  of  Staffordshire  ware ;  two  blue  and  white  handlie- 
cups  of  Seve ;.  one  ditto  larger,  in  shape  of  a  padl ;  two  ditto  with  co- 
loured flowers  and  blue  rims ;  one  ditto  with  dark  blue  and  gold  edges 
and  coloured  flowers;  and  one  ditto  with  blue  and  gold  mosaic  on 
white. 


THE  LITTLE  LIBBABY 

Is  painted  g^een  and  white.  Over  the  chimney,  an  origpal  half- 
length  of  AUlton,  set.  45,  in  black,  a  ring  tied  to  one  of  ms  button- 
holes. In  the  key-stone  of  the  chimney,  an  antique  bas-relief,  with 
the  story  of  Mars  and  Venus.  On  the  mantel-piece,  several  antiaue 
sepulchral  earthen  lamps.     On  the  hearth,  a  flower-pot  of  fine  blue 


Four  Ancient  Welch  chairs :  from  Mr.  Bateman's. 

Over  the  door,  an  antique  painting  in  fresco.  Vide  Middleton's 
Germanay  &c. 

A  bronze  tripod  for  burning  incense.    M, 

A  marble  canopus. 

Two  ditto,  smaller ;  bought  at  Mr.  Bateman's. 

Over  the  book-cases,  a  small  marble  bust  of  Lord-Chancellor  Cla- 
rendon. 

Several  small  Etruscan  and  black  Staffordshire  vases. 

Two  yellow  beakers,  with  flowers,  of  StaSbrdshire  ware. 

Two  red  china  ditto. 

Two  flower-pots  of  crackled  china. 

A  blue  china  bottle. 

A  bronze  inkstand,  in  good  taste ;  from  Count  Caylus's  collection. 

In  this  library  are  several,  volumes  of  MSS. 


IN  THE  6ABDEN. 

An  extraordinary  large  brainstone :  a  present  from  Mr.  Grosvenor 
Bedford. 

Bernini's  Apollo  and  Daphne,  in  bronze. 

A  large  antique  sarcophagus,  in  marble,  with  bas-reliefs;  from  the 
collection  of  Bryan  Fairfstx,  Esq. 

Two  ossuaria.  ^    . 

The  sleeping  Moxpheus  in  plaister. 
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ADDITIONS. 

A  two-leaved  scrfen,  painted  on  Manchester  velvet,  with  the  heank 
of  a  Satyr  and  Bacchante,  by  Lady  Diana  Beauclerc,  in  1788. 

Twelve  earthen  plates,  painted  at  Delft,  with  the  signs  of  the  zo- 
diac, by  Sir  James  lliomhill :  bought  at  Mrs.  Ho^rth's  sale. 

The  death  of  Cardinal  Wolsey,  copied  by  Miss  Agnes  Berry,  ii 
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ires.  , 

Jan.^l8.*-Opening  of  Parliament.  The  Address.  Mr.  Co/vay  and  Mr.. 
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race Mann.  Walpole  laid  up  with  the  gout  in  Paris.  His  rooted  aver- 
sion to]politic8  and  the  House  of  Commons  .  .  .140 
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Jan.  5.— Wal^le*s  letter  enticipated.  Solicitation  for  the  red  Hband.  Tri- 
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Lyttelton.  Grenville  and  Sandwich.  Mr.  Pitt  dreaded  by  the  French. 
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Concurrence  of  popularity  and  integrity.    A  new  birth-day  for  England  .      161 
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Aug.  1.— Mr,  Pitt  created  Earl  of  Chathan^  Anger  of  the  City  and  the 
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against  the  cfficei^  and  his  men.  Independent  mobs.  Parliament  peti- 
tioned by  many  thousand  sailoDs.  Their  contest  with  Wilkes's  OH>b.  The 
Lord  Mayor,  Harley.  Frantic  tumults  ^ead  to  arbitrary  power.  Expect- 
ed death  of  the  Princess  Louisa.    Lord  Stormont      .  .  .287 
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Duke  of  Newcastle.  Turkey  and  France.  The  Duke  of  Choiscul.  Lord 
Chatham     .  .  .  .  .  .  .     2!^ 

Nov.  25. — Introduction  of  the  eoi  of  Lord  Kaimes  to  Sir  Horace  Mann       .     21S 
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dame  in  Barri  to  the  Due  de  Cboieeul.    Lack  of  all  news  bat  polHica. 
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Parliament  prorogued.    The  nation  on  the  eve  of  a  revolution  .  .       247 

Jan.  18. — Serious  state  of^aflairs.  Changes  in  the  Ministry.  Resignation  of 
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wallis.   Death  of  Lord  Hawke.    No  news  from  Minorca  .     199 

Oct  29.— Sir  Horace  Mann,  jun.   State  of  Walpole'a  health,  and  aluittered. 
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cooditioo  of  hit  oenrei.  Expectitkm  df  the  loat  of  Mioorea.  Bonglhig 
of  England,  France,  and  Spain.  Ill-fortune  in  America.  Remarks  on  the 
*'  History  of  the  Medici.**  The  Great^Duke  Xjeopold.  The  Docbeae  of 
Gloucester.    Inoculation  of  Prince  Williann  •  .  .      201 

Nov.  26.— Sir  Horace  Mann,  jun.   Mrs.  Darner.   Repolrted  surrender  of  the 

British  army  to  Washington.    Reflections  thereon    •  .  .      202 

fiov,  29. — Arrival  of  Sir  Hurace  Mann»  jun.  His  dangerous  passage  home. 
Surrender  of  Lord  Cornwall i6*8  army  in  America.  Anecdote  of  M.  de 
Manrepas.  ^  Tho  Due  de  Nivernois.  The  House  of  Commons.  Mr.  Fox 
and  Mr,  Pitt.  Curious  coincidence.  The  Stamp-Act,  and  its  disastrous 
consequences.  The  American  war  nearly  at  an  end.  Heroic  conduct  of 
General  Murry  at  Minorca.  Mrs.  Damer  at  Rome.  Mr.  Ternev.  Third 
set  of  *'  Galuzzi's  History.*'  Cosmo  the  Great.  Bianca  Capello.  John 
Gaston.  The  Greai-Dpke's  collection  of  China.  Medallions  by  Benve- 
nuto  Cellini  .  .  .  .  .204 

Dec.  21. — Defeat  of  Hyder  Ally  in  India.  Naval  afiairs.  Admiral  Kem- 
penfeit,  and  the  French  expedition  to  the  West  Indies.  Lord  Sandwich's 
unskilfulness  and  negligence.  Lord  Rockingham  complains  of  him  in 
the  House  of  Lords.    The  King  of  France  and. Cardinal  de  Bernis  .      210 

Dec.  28. — Remarks  on  the  "  History  of  the  Medici.^*  Iniquities  of  the 
Popes.  Lord  Clarendon.  Knavery  of  the  Earls  of  Salisbury,  Henry  IV. 
and  Sully.  The  Archbishop  of  Florence  and  the  English  Parliament. 
Portrait  of  Camilla  Martelli  by  Allegrini.  Monument  to  Lady  Orford  at 
Leghorn.  Lord  Orford's  ne^  domains  and  seats.  Lack  of  news.  Anec* 
dote  of  Lady  Pomfret.  Divorces  and  elopements  in  high  life.  Anecdote. 
Lord  Cholmondeley    *  .  .  *  .  .  .211 

1782. 

Jan.  IT.^Attack  of  th|Q  gout.  St.  Eustatia  taken  by  the  French.  Approach- 
ing meetino;  of  Parliament.  Supposed  resignation  of  Lord  Georj?e  Ger- 
main. ReK)rmation  of  German  nunneries.  The  Jesuits.  The  King  of 
Prussia  and  the  Czarina,  popery  tottering.  The  world  on  the  eve  of  a 
new  era.     Report  of  Lord  George  Germain's  resignation  confirmed         •      214 

Feb.  7. — Cause  of  Lord  George  Germain's  resignation.  Changes  and  ap- 
pointments in  the  Ministry.  Dearth  of  public  news.  Prosecution  of  Lord 
Sandwich.  Arrival  in  England  of  Lord  Cornwallis  and  Arnold.  Horrible 
accident  by  fire  in  the  City.  Walpole's  health  and  regimen.  His  recluse 
life.  Allegranti  the  singer.  Pachiarotti.  The  Pope  and  the  Great-Duke. 
The  inquiry  on  Lord  Sandwich.  The  Due  de  Chartres.  Report  of  the 
taking  of  Minorca      .  .  .  .  .  .216 

Feb.  25.— Renewal  of  the  attack  on  Lord  Sandwich  defeated  by  a  majority. 
Motion  for  peace  with  America.  Remarks  on  the  Administration.  Prints 
of  the  Medici.  The  Emperor  of  Germany  and  the  Pope.  Ecclesiastical, 
reform.  Trial  of  Lady  Worseley  for  adultery.  Anecdote  of  Lord  North. 
Sir  Horace  Mann  made  Minister  Plenipotentiary.  The  besieged  men  of 
Minorca.  Mr.  Morrice.  Death  of  Lady  Brown.  Lord  Orford.  Cavalier 
Mozzi.  Cipriani  the  painter.  Picture  of  the  story  of  Theodore  and  Hp- 
noria,  from  Dryden's  Fables.  Lord  Orford's  sketches.  Court  life.  Retro- 
spection of  the  last  fifty  years.    Reflections  .  .  .      219 

March  1. — The  Opposition.  Renewed  motion  for  an  address  of  pacification 
with  America.  Excellence  of  Mr.  Conway's  political  character.  Expec- 
tation of  great  changes.    Desires  for  peace  .  .      223 

March  11. — Proceedings  in  Parliament.  The  Opposition.  Rumoured  suc- 
cesses of  Admiral  Hood.  Lord  North's  taxes.  Critical  state  of  the  Minis* 
ters  with  regsrd  to  America.  Loss  of  Minorca.  Miseries  attendant  on 
Ministers.  (March  16.)— The  new  taxes.  Rumours  of  Lord  North  re-* 
signing.    Parliamentary  debates.    Futility  of  conjecture.    The  Marquis 
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of  Rockingham.    Navtl  tflkinL    Sir  Horaee  Manny's  prelbmiefit    Ifo 
fresh  newa  .  •  .  .  .  .225 

March  21  .^Inclemency  of  the  weather.  The  Administration  dissolved. 
Remarks  on  the  suddenness  of  the  event,  and  on  the  character  of  the  Ad- 
ministration. Sir  Horace  Mann,  jun.  Walpole^s  desires  fbr  peace.  His 
plan  of  life.  (March  22.)^Measures  for  a  new  Administration.  Lord 
Sbelborne    .  .  .  .226 

March  26. — Intemuniiterium.  Formation  of  a  new  Ministry.  Lord  She!- 
burne  and  Lord  Rockingham.  List  of  the  Cabinet.  Reflections  upon  po- 
litics and  freedom.  Illness  of  Lady  William  Gampbell.  The  Island  of  St 
Christopher's  Uken  by  the  French  .  . '  .291 

April  7. — ^The  loss  of  Minorca  thought  little  of  ki  England.    Genera)  Mur-  * 
ray  and  the  Due  de  Crillon.    The  new  Ministry  popular.   Ministerial  ap- 
pointments.   Mrs.  Darner.    Lord  Orfbrd  removed  from  the  Rangerehip  of 
the  Parks.  Expected  reconciliation  with  HoUaod.   Rupture  with  Ireland. 
Iniquities  of  the  Ute  Administration  ...  2SS 

May  5. — New  appointments  and  preferments.  Success  of  Admiral  Barring* 
ton.  Bills  of  Reformation  in  Uie  House  of  Commons.  Sir  Thomas  Rum- 
bold.  Unsettled  state  of  Ireland.  Marriage  of  one  of  the  Duchess  of 
Gloucester's  daughters.  Coldness  of  the  spring.  Bon-mot  of  George 
Selwyn.  The  Pope  and  the  Emperor  of  Germany.  Character  of  the 
new  Administration.  Brilliant  talents  of  Mr.  Fox.  Mr.  Conway  at 
the  head  of  the  army.  Stupidity  of  Lord  Amherst  Lord  Sandwich. 
Wretched  policy  of  the  late  Administration  .  .  .     29S 

1782. 

May  18.-^Suecea8e8  in  Ceylon.  Sir  Thomas  Rumbold.  Admiral  Rod- 
ney's victory  over  Count  de  Grasse.  Loss  of  men  on  the  English  side. 
Mr.  Pitt  Negotiators  at  Paris.  Independence  of  Ireland  signed  in 
Parliament  Lady  William  Campbell.  Walpole  afflicted  with  gout 
Patch,  the  painter.  Reflections.  Illuminations.  Lord  Robert  Manners. 
The  Dutch  fleet         .  .  .  .  .  .     W 

June  10. — The  epidemic  disorder.  The  gout.  Cold  summer.  Election  at 
Weatminster.  Desires  for  peace.  America.  Stato  of  the  Ministry. 
Mrs.  Damer.    French  losses  in  the  West  Indies.    Stock-jobbers  244 

July  1. — Death  of  Lord  Rockingham.  His  constitution,  and  last  illneas. 
His  character.  Interniinisteriums.  Rumoured  successors  of  Lord  Rock- 
ingham      .  .  .  .246 

July  7. — State  of  the  Ministry  owing  to  Lord  Rockingham's  death.  Pro- 
ceedings for  a  successor.  Mr.  Pitt  to  be  Secretary  of  State.  Appoint- 
ments and  changes  in  the  Ministry.  The  Duke  of  Richmond.  Reflec- 
tions .      '        .  .  .  .248 

July  21. — Ministerial  arrangements.  Lord  Howe  watching  the  combined 
fleets.  General  Conway.  Incapacity  of  Lord  Amherst  State  of  Wal- 
pole's  health.  Newspaper  lies.  Sir  H.  Mann's  nephew.  Walpole's  re- 
flections on  his  old  age  .251 

Aug.  20.— Sute  of  the  Ministry.  The  combined  fleet,  and  British  fleeta 
Deluges  of  rain.  M.  De  Grasse.  Youth  and  age.  Changes  in  the 
state  of  affairs  in  half  a  century.  Inactivity  of  the  war.  Sir  William 
Draper  and  General  Murray.    Illness  of  Prince  Alfred  ^ 

Aug.  dO. — Miserable  and  degraded  situation  of  the  country.  Gibraltar. 
The  Dutch  and  French  fleets.  The  East  Indies.  Reflections.  Walpole^s 
indifibrence  to  public  aflairs.  Wetness  of  the  summer.  Sir  H.'  Mann's 
nephew.    Sute  of  Walpole's  health  .     25o 

Sept.  a— Cavalier  Mozzi.  Lord  Orford.  Sale  of  the  pictarea  at  HooghCoo. 
Re-farnishing  of  Houghton  with  pictures  by  Cipriani.    GibralUr.    Profii- 
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8100  of  lioiit0-bffMLkera^  highwaymen,  dsc.    Their  daring  atraeitiefi.    Dan* 

ger  of  stirring  oal  after  dark.    Absordities  in  faahionable  life  .  258 

Sent  25.«-Str.  U.  Mann's  nephew.  Lord  Orford.  Lord  Sheibarne,  Lonrd 
Uholinoodeley,  and  Mr.  Fox.  Sir  H.  Mann^  nephew  at  the  camp  at 
Ck>z-faeath.  The  Bourbonian  Princes  at  Grbraitar.  New  York.  Qood 
reBoltingfroai  the  gout  Expectation  of  a  fiunine.  Rumoured  death  of 
Lady  Hamilton  ......      259 

Oct.  12. — ^Demolition  of  the  Spanish  floating. batteriee  at  Gibraltar.  Loss  of 
ships  through  wind.  Dearth  of  news.  Sir  William  Draper  and  General 
Murray.    Conjectures  on  the  state  of  afikirs  at  Gibraltar  .  261 

Oct.  23. — Rumoured  raising  of  the  siege  at  Gibraltar*  Lord  Orford.  Re- 
flections. Advantages  of  okl  age.  Wal pole's  distaste  for  the  young 
world  .  .  .  .  .      26:) 

Nov.  4. — Relief  of  Gibraltar  by  Lord  Hood.  Lord  Mountstewart  Lord 
Northington.  Approaching  meeting  of  Parliament  Wishes  for  peace. 
Lord  Chesterfield  and  his  son     .  .  •  .  .      S65 

Nov.  10. — liord  Howe  attacked  by  the  combined  fleet.    Glory  of  our  sue-   ' 
cesses.    State  of  Western  Europe.    Death  of  Lady  Hertford  .  • .      266 

Nov.  26. — Meeting  of  Parliament  postponed.  Wishes  for  peace.  General 
Murray  and  Sir  William  Draper.  Attack  of  the  gout  Walpole's  house 
in  Berkeley  Square  attacked  by  the  mob  for  not  being  illuminated.  Rob- 
bery of  Mrs.  Mann  ki  New  Park.    Cavalier  Mozzi  .  268 

Dec.  2.— The  Peace.  Gibraltar.  Cavalier  Mozzi.  Walpole's  weakness 
and  infirmity.  Provisional  treaty  with  America.  Progress  of  Walpole's 
gout  .......      270 

Dec.  IT.^Cavalier  Mozzi  and  Lord  Orford.  Fire  af  Lincoln's  Inn.  The 
Peace         .......      272 

1783. 

Jan.  7»— Trial  of  General  Murray.  Walpole's  gout.  The  Peace  not  ar- 
rived. Lord  Mountstewart  Mr.  Diiane.  Anecdote  of  Lord  Orford. 
Lord  George  Gordon.  (Jan.  9.) — Conclusion  of  General  Murray's 
trial.    Doubts  of  Peace  .....      273 

Jan.  23.-^Preliminaries  of  Peace  signed.  Meeting  of  Parliament  Arrival 
of  the  courier.  Holland.  Gibraltar.  General  Murray's  trial.  Reflec- 
tions .......      275 

Feb.  8. — Result  of  General  Murray's  trial.  The  Peace.  Mutiny  of  a 
Scotch  regiment  at  Portsmouth.  Ambassadors  to  and  from  Paris.  News- 
paper lies,  blunders,  and  scandal.  (General  Motray.  (Feb.  10.) — Ar- 
rival of  the  ratification  of  the  Preliminaries  by  Franco.  Resignation  of 
Lord  Carlisle.  Reflections  upon  politics.  Institution  of  the  Order  of  St 
Patrick       .  .  .277 

Feb.  18.-^Debate8  on  the  Peace  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Uselessness  of 
conjectures.  Union  of  Lord  North  and  Mr.  Fox.  Sir  H.  Mann's  nephew. 
Gen.  Murray  .  .  .260 

Feb.  24. — The  Opposition.  Resignation  of  Lord  Shelbume.  Expectation 
of  a  new  Ministry.  The  Peace.  Approaching  journey  to  Florence,  of 
Sir  H.  Mann's  nephew.  The  new  Administration.  Degraded  state  of 
the  country  ......      263 

March  10. — The  Administration.  Death  of  Lady  Walpole.  Suicide  of  Mr. 
Skrine.    The  ItUerwinuterium.    Rumours,  and  newspaper  lies  287 

March  2  [not  sent  till  the  18tb].^State  of  the  Administration.  Resig- 
nation of  Lord  Sbelborne.  Fox  and  Lord  North.  Mr.  Pitt.  Lord 
North's  interviews  with  the  King.  Proceedings  of  the  Ministi^.  Mr. 
Pitt  declines  the  Treasury.  Unsettled  state  of  the  Ministry.  Unpopa- 
larity  of  the  Coalition  of  North  and  Pox.  Fallen  glory  of  finglaod,  lo- 
anfficiency  of  Lord  Shelbtme'a  Administmtion.  The  Dttke  A  Portland. 
Party  sqoabblea.    Distracted  state  of  the  nation       •  »  .      266 
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April  a— The  AdmiiiMhratioo  «ettled.  Ministerml  appoitttmentB.  Cava. 
Her  Mozzi.  Sir  Wm.  Hamilton.  Mr.  Fox.  (April  4) — R^igmtion  of 
the  Duke  of  Richmond.    New  preferments.    Warmth  of  the  weather    .     298 

April  SO. — Cavalier  Mozzi.  More  new  prefermenta.  Sir  H.  Mann*8  ne- 
phew. Mr.  Pittas  intention  of  moving  to  alter  the  state  of  the  Repre- 
sentation. Austria  and  Russia.  Reflections.  Prosecutionof  Sir  Thomas 
Rurobold  for  corruption  .  .  .  .     2M 

May  8. — Mr.  Pitt's  motion  for  Parliamentsry  Reform  rejected.  Reflections 
thereon.  Lord  Shelburoe's  opposition  to  the  loan.  Character  of  Lord 
Shelbarne.  Death  of  Prince  Octavius.  Arrival  of  the  Due  de  Chartres. 
The "  Fatti  Parneeiani."  .  .296 

May  29. — Quiet  state  of  the  country.  Proceedings  in  Parliament.  Mr. 
Pitt  Suicide  of  Mr.  Powell.  Arrival  of  French  Dukes.  Anecdote. 
Invasion  of  Turkey  remitted.  '  Cavalier  Mozzi,  Mr.  Duane,  and  Mr. 
Sharpe.  Mr.  Robert  Walpole  and  his  wife.  Miss  Keppet  and  the  Wal- 
degraves.    The  Duchess  of  Devonshire.    Lady  Jersey  .     299 

June  11. — Inoculation.  Prince  Octavius's  death.  Sir  Horace  Mann's  ne- 
phew.   Parents  to  be  pitied.    Particulars  of  the  young  Prince's  deeth    .      901 

July  6.— Arrival  in  England  of  Sir  Horace  Mann,  jun.  State  of  the  Minis- 
try.  Birth  of  an  heir  to  the  Walpole  family.  Anecdote  of  Lord  Orfbrd. 
Intended  journey  of  George  Cholmondeley  to  Florence.  Cavalier  Mozzi's 
afiair.    Sir  H.  Mann,  jun.    Sultriness  of  the  weather  908 

July  80.— Mozzi's  affiiir.  The  "  Fatti  Farnesiani."  The  Czarina.  The 
Plague  at  Dantzic.  Lord  and  Lady  Algernon  Percy.  Sir  H.  Mann,  jun. 
and  his  daughter.  Excellence  of  inoculation.  Want  of  news.  Swarms 
of  French  in  the  country.  •  Flying  visit  of  three  Frenchmen  to  Straw- 
berry Hill.  Great  numbers  of  visiters  to  Strawberry.  Anecdote.  Dan- 
gerous alliance  for  the  younger  Sir  Horace  Mann's  daughter.  Reflec- 
tions .  .  .  .     99( 

Aug.  27.— The  war  at  an  end.  Signing  of  the  definite  treaty.  Visiters  at 
Strawberry  Hill.  Arrival  of  Sir  William  Hamilton  in  England.  Eaith* 
quakes  and  met  'ors  in  England.  Sliarpe  and  Lucas.  Lady  Orfbrd's 
tomb.  Wal pole's  intended  visit  to  Park  Place  and  Nuneham.  The 
Peace.  liord  Shelburne.  Hurricane  and  inundation  at  Surat.  Imtneose 
heat  of  the  summer    .  .  .  .901 

Sept.  10. — Mr.  Mortice  and  Cav.  Mozzi.  Arrival  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace 
signed.    Sir  Wm.  Hamilton      .  •  .  .  .999 

Sept.  27. — ^Walpole's  ignorance  of  public  affiiirs,  and  want  of  interest  in 
the  young  world.  Inaction  of  Messrs.  Sharpe  and  Lucas.  London  a  de- 
sert Portraits  illustrative  of  Madame  de  Sevign^.  The  Great-DucheaB, 
wife  of  Cosmo  III.  Excellence  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole's  maxim  **  Qut'etc 
nonmovere^*  .999 

Nov.  12. — The  political  horizon  cleared.  Address  to  the  King  voted  in 
Parliament.  Debates  in  Parliament  Mr.  Fox's  masterly  eloquence  and 
strong  sense.  Preliminaries  with  Holland  signed.  Ireland  coming  to  its 
senses.  Squabblinsrs  between  Mr.  Grattan  and  Mr.  Flood.  "  The  Count- 
Bishop  "  (Earl  of  Bristol,)  and  his  son.  Mozzi's  afiair.  Lady  Orford's 
jointure.     Walpole's  dislrke  of  la wyera,  clergy,  and  Phyaicians  310 

Nov.  21. — Continuation  of  Cav.  Mozzi's  aflfair.  Walpole's  interview  with 
Mesars.  Duane,  Lucas,  and  Sharpe,  and  its  result  Proposal  from  Lucas 
to  Cav.  Mozzi  •  .819 

Dec.  2. — Sir  H.  Mann,  jun.,  confined  with  the  gout  His  daughter's  treaty 
of  marriage  broken  off.  Print  of  the  old  Pretender's  marriage.  The 
*■  Fatti  Farnesiani."  Mr.  Fox*s  bill  for  a  new  regulation  of  the  East  In- 
die&  Comparison  between  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Fox.  Balloons.  Statues  to 
be  erected  in  France  to  two  balloonista.  Vielante^s  exploit  at  St  Martin's 
Church.  Astley,  the  horse-rider,  under  the  proteotion  of  the  Queen  of 
France.    Sir  Joseph  Banks.    Wicked  resoH  of  nmi'ftAleott.    (DecSu) 


— DofiMt  of tlie  OppontioB.  Mr.  Foz'i India bOL  fiittlutgcf Mr.  Pitt*8 
reputation   •  .  ...  «      815 

Dec  15^^RQino^r«d  cbange  of  i^dimoistrmtioii.  Qniet  state  of  Ireland. 
The  Earl  of  Briators  speech  io  favour  of  the  Kdmau  Catholica.  Capre- 
lola.  (Dec.  16.)— The  MiniaterB  beaten  In  the  House  of  Lords  oo  the 
India  Bill    .  .  »  .818 

Dee.  19.— Lord  North  and  Mr.  Fox  displaced  as  Secretaries  of  State.  Mr. 
Pitt  expected  to  be  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury t  and  Lord  Tboriow  to  have 
the  Great  Seal  .  ,  .  .  .318 

1784. 

Jan.  8. — Meeting  of  the  House  of  Commons.  Cavalier  Moszi.  Dying  con- 
dition of  Sir  Edward  Walpole.  Particulars  of  his  illness.  Gostavus  III. 
of  Sweden  with  Sir  Horace  Mann.    Errors  of  Lord  Harwicke's  **  Wal«  . 

S liana."    George  I1.*8  presents  to  Sir  Robert  Walpole.    Character  of 
rd  Harwicke's  >vork8  .....      819 

Jan.  18.— Death  of  Sir  Edward  Walpole.  Majority  of  the  ez-Ministers  in 
the  House  of  Commons.    Expectation  of  the  Parliament  being  disaolved  .      821 

Feb.  2.— Fluctuation  and  uncertainty  of  political  affaira  Moaad's  a&ir. 
Reflections  thereon.    Two  prints  of  Cosimo's  Duchess  .  .      821 

March  12. — Suspension  of  arms.    The  Opposition.    The  younger  Sir  Ho*  . 
race  Mann's  intended  withdrawal  from  Parliament.    Ladies  turned  poli- 
ticians.   The  Prince  of  Wales's  ball.    Cavalier  Mozziand  Lord  OrSM. 
Walpole's  reflections  oo  his  conduct  in  ihe  afliiir       .  .  828 

March  26.— Dissolution  of  Parliament.  Robbery  of  the  Great  Seal.  Ex. 
pectation  of  riot  and  violence.  Erroneous  report  of  the  Pretender's 
death.  Cardinal  Henry.  **  The  puppet  of  the  League."  Ladies  and 
little  girls  politicians.  Inclemency  of  the  weather.  Inundations  in  ,Geiw 
many  and  Holland.  Short  lives  of  politics  and  tempests.  Walpole's 
dislike  of  elections,  and  retrospection  of  his  former  life  .  .  .      825 

March  80. — The  late  revolution  in  the  Administration.  Mr.  Fox's  system 
to  correct  India.  Mr.  Pitt's  bold  measure.  Addressies  of  thanks  to  the 
Crown.  Precipitate  and  ignorant  conduct  of  the  country.  Wretched 
condition  of  the  nation.  The  Cabinet  of  Versa illea  A  power/ul  fleet 
sent  by  the  French  to  India.  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Fox.  Insufficiency  of  the 
Ambassador  at  Paris.  Anecdote  of  Lord  Shel burns.  England  io  a  state 
of  ruin.  Retrospection.  Woful  change  for  the  Opposition.  Uopopolsrity 
of  the  Coalition  and  Mr.  Fox.  Lord  Hertford's  six  sons.  Mr.  Fox  a  ean^ 
didate  for  Westminster.  The  King's  endeavours  to  defeat  him.  Lord 
Hood  a  candidate  on  the  side  of  the  Court.  Riot  between  the  sailors  and 
the  Irish  chairmen.  The  Duchess  of  Devonshire's  support  of  Mr.  FoXi 
Horrible  barbarity  at  Dover.  (April  Id.) — Sir  H.  Mann,  jun.,  Mr.  Mai^ 
sham,  and  Lord  Mahon.  The  Court  and  the. Opposition.  Mr.  Fox's  elec* 
tioo  for  Westminster.    Cloudy  aspect  of  Ireland       .  -  «  <      826 

April  29. — Cavalier  Mozzi's  affair.  Electiona  Lady  politicians«  JBnglish 
politicians  on  the  Continent.  Satiric  prints.  Cav.  Mozzi  and  Mn  Sharps, 
illness  of  Lady  Charlotte  Herbert.  Her  father's  profligacy  and  avarice. 
Comparison  between  gout  and  rheumatism.  Backwardness  of  springs 
Swarms  of  robbers      .  .  .  »  «      881 

June  8. — ^Cavalier  Mozzi's  affair  drawing  to  a  close.  Pl'esent  of  a  snuff*-box 
to  Cav.  Mozzi.  Portrait  of  Lady  Orford.  The  new  Parliaments  The 
Westminster  election.  Walpole's  lack  of  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the 
world.  Pleasures  and  grievances  of  old  age.  Doddiagton's  *^  Memoira" 
Remarks  on  them       •  . .  .  ^  .  838 

Joly  8. — Cavalier  Mozzi.    New  taxes.    National  debt.    **  I'he  Arno  Mis- 
cellany.'* Marriage  of  Lord  So^thamplOD  to  Mrs.  Keppel's  seeond  daugh* 
.   V0L.II, — 47     . 


MS 

ter.    CreDealogy  of  the  \ni»  «nd  brMegfooVii:    Ef^th  of  die  'Dowager 
Lady  Harrington        .  .  .  .     3fi 

July  lOi-^Cav.  Mossi^  afilir.  Lncae^s'  ithpertinence.  Roflectiona  on  M 
agCf  Meaars.  Siiarpe  and  Lttcaa.  Walix)le'8  vindication  of  his  conduct 
in  the  afiaip  .  .  .  .387 

Aug.  9.— The  Pretender  acknowledged  his  natural  daughter.  **  The  Arno 
Miaoellany,'^  and  its  anthora.  Coldneea  of  the  summer.  The  rage  for 
balloaaSi  Campaign  of  the  Due  de  Obartres' in  one.  Recommendation 
of  Lord  Mount  Edgcunhe'a  eon  to  Sir  H.  Mann.  M^.  Edgciimbe's  tra- 
velling companion      •  .  .889 

Aug.  25. — GenerouB  and  honourable  conduct  of  Mr.  Duane  in  the  Mozzi  af- 
fiir.  Riaing  of  Parliament.  Serioua  aspect  of  Ireland.  Count  Albany 
and  bis  daughter.  The  Cardinal-Duke  of  Vorlc.  Regtoration  of  the  ^states 
forfeited  in  1745.    Vast  number  of  letters  Written  by  Walpole  to  Mann  .     342 

Sept.  dO.«^The  rage  ibr  balloons.  Exploit  of  Lunardi,  the  airgonauL 
Stormy  aspect  of  Ireland.  Absurdity  of  Roman  Catholics  voting  at  elec- 
tions. Quarrel  of  Joseph  II.  with  the  Dutch.  Scandal  from  beldaaiSb 
and  lies  from  newspapers.  The  Great'Duke  and  the  Medicean  collectioo. 
Sir  H.  Mann^  munificence.  Catalogue  and  prints  of  the  curiosities  at 
Strawberry  Hill.  Description  of  Strawberry,  its  situation,  and  beautiful 
prospects.    Smallnesa  of  the  whole.    Transitoriness  of  our  visions  913 

Nov.  1. — Reflections  on  loocevity.  Arrival  at  Florence  of  the  Duchess  of 
Albany.  Project  against  Holland.  The  new  Signora  Mozzi.  Mechani- 
cal habit  of  writing  letters.  Falsehood  of  the  maxim  that  **  no  one 
knows  himself.*'  .  .  .  •       ^ .     -     ^ 

Nov.  8.— Lai^e  force  sent  against  Holland  by  the  Emperor  of  Austria. 
Consequence  of  the  Aiherican  war.  Rejection  of  concessions  to  tlie  IrieJi 
Romanists^  Fasbiona  in  religion.  Parliamentary  Reform.  WalpoIe*8 
secluded  life  .  .  .  >    ^ 

Dec.  2i-<-IoertneP8  of  Walpole's  correspondence.  Creat  ion  of  two  marquises. 
Air-balloons..  The  rival  airganauts,  Lunardi  and  Blanchard.  War  be- 
tween the"  Attstriaft  Eagle  and  the  Frogs."  Another  **  Fiizroyal  match  " 
in  Walpole's  familv.  The  war  in  Holland.  Sordid  motives  of  modern 
conquesui  and  rerormationa.  Determination  of  France  to  defend  the 
Dutch         •  •  .  ,  .  .  .     ^ 

1785. 

Jan.  4.'»<*  A  triangle  of  gouty  correspondence;"  •  PooIMi  aqtiabblee.of  the 
Pretender  and  the  Cardinal  of  York.  Mann's  attentions  to  Lord  Mount 
Edgcumbe's  son  at  Florence  .  •    ^ 

Feb.  2. — Walpole's  illness.  Long  duration  of  bis  correspondence  with 
Mann.  ^*  Epistolary  patriarchs."  Meeting  of  Parliament  Oppoeitioa 
quelled.  Submiaaion  of  the  Dutch.  Revival  of  the  kingdom  of  Austrian 
JLombardy.  Scandal  in  the  Bngliah  newspapera  ori  the  French  Qlieeo* 
Tameneas  of  London.    Walpole'a  retrospect  of  his  long  life  ^ 

March  5. — Viciasitndes  of  bad  weather.  The  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Mont- 
rose. Lord  Graham  aoarried  to  Lord  Aahburnham'a  dau}!hter.  The 
Dutch  war.  Demolition  of  the  scrutiny  for  WestnMfiater.  Illuminations 
on  the  return  of  Lord  Hood  and  Mr.  Fox.  Bacchanalian  character  of  the 
new  generatioD.  Fallacy  of  prophets.  Renewed  illuminations.  The 
Dowager-Ducheaa  of  Bedford.  Madnessf  of  the  Duchess  of  Albemarle 
and  l^dy  Mary  Coke.  Embarrassing  situatioD  with  Ireland.  Rashoets 
and  inexperience  of  Mr.  Pitt.  Infirmity  of  the  rapidlv-choaen  Parliament 
Injustice  of  the  scrutiny  at  Westminster.  Mr.  Fox's  triumph.  The 
Marquis  of  Buckingham,  and  two  young  riofters  of  rank.  Maaa  of  Parlil- 
mentary  matteca.  Pitt'a  amazing  abiiittea*  Maeatrieht  invested  by  the 
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